
State of Minnesota 

County o:f Freeborn ss 

City of Albert Lea 

I, L. O. GBEEl:rnl, the mayor of the city of Albert Lea,Freeborn 

County, Minnesota, d.o hereby certify that tll,e hereto annexed amend• 

ments to the charter of the city of Albert Lea1 were returned to 

the mayor of th.e city of Al.bert Lea by the Boe,rd of Fifteen Free'I!!' 

holders of said city of 11.lbert Lea, Minnesota, d.uly appointed and 

acting pursuant to section 36 of article 4 of the Cons ti tutionof 

the state of Minnesota and the laws enacted in pursuance thereof, 

said Board being frequently called the "Charter Commission" of the 

city of Albert Lea Minnesota,~ as a draft of the proposed, amendments 

to said charter, to be aubmi tted to the qualified voters of said 

city of Albert Lea at t.he next election thereof; that said amend

me.nts were, under the provisions of chapter 199 of the general la.we 

of Minnesota tor 190?, and of the other statutes in such caae 

provided, dµly subni tted to the qualified voterf.l of said city at 

the next election thereof which was held on the 4th day of April 

1911 and that ea.oh of said charter amendments were duly ratified 

by more than three-fifths of all the qualif,ted voters voting 

thereat. 

And I further certify that the hereto attached presentation 

of the ar.a.endm.ents by the said Board of Fifteen Freeholders, fre• 

quently called the "Charter Commission" is a true and correct copy 

of the original draft of the same on file and of record in the office 
city 

of theJ\ole:r.k of the city of Albert Lea •. 

In wi tnesa whereof' I have signed this certificate 
and caused it to be authenticated by the corporate 
seal of the city of Albert Lea in dup1icate this 11th 
day of April 1911. _/'~- ~--

Mayor of the city of 

9:W 

·•, 



Charter Amendments 
PROPOSED· AMENDMENTS to th,1 
' City Charter of the City of Al• 

bert Lea, duly proposed and duly 
:retumed and certified to the May• 
or as Chief Magistrate of tJ1u 
city of Albert Lea, l\11nnesota, 
Fel>ruary ~5th, 1911, by the Board 
of Fifteen F.1:eebolde;i-s of the Citv 
of Albert Lea, Minnesota, duly aP• 
pointed ancl acting pursuant to 
Section 8($ of Article ,1, of tlle Con• 
stitution. of the State of :Minnesota 
ruul the'Laws enacted in pm·suru1ce 
thereof; said Board being fre
quently called the CHARTER 
CO~ll\:USSION of the City of Al, 
bert Lea, l\finnesota, 

AMENDMENT NUl\'IBER ONE. 

That subdivision. (b) Of section 
ten of chapter five, as amended, of 
the City Charter of the f'!ity of Al
bert Lea, 1Je amended, said amend
ment to take effect as soon as the 
certificates 1rrovided for in section 
thirty-six, ar!icle four of the constr
tution of the state of Minnesota, 
have been deposited and recorded, 
as thereby required, said amendment 
to be, by adding at the end of said 

. subdivision (b) the following words· 

"Provided, however, that in place 
and stead of borrowing money to be 
placed in the permanent improve
ment revolving fund and issuing cer
tificates therefor in an amount not 
to exceed ninety-one thousand dol
la,rs, as provided in tbP. pr-0position 
approved by the voters at the gen
eral election held November 8, 1910, 
the city council shall have power, at 
i'.s option. and without further ap
proval of the voters, for the purpooe 
of maintaining said fund, to borrov,r 
money to be plnced in said fund and 
to issue bonds therefor in an amount 
not to exceed ninety-one thousand 
dolla,rs1 the due date and rate of in
te1·est of said issue to be the same 
as s!ated in said proposition so ap
proved." 

''The city council may, ·at its o:rition, 
provide for the payment of the s:rie
cial assessments for any improve
ment in equal annual installments 
not exceeding ten in number." 

Al)lENDl\IENT NmIBER FOUR, 

That Section 4 of Chapter 3 of the 
City Charter of the City of Albert 
Lea be amended, said amendment to 
take effect as soon as the certificates 
p1·ovided for in Section 8 6, Article 4 
of the Constitution of the State of 
Minnesota have been deposited and 
recorded, as thereby required, said 
Section 4 to read as follows: 

Section 4. Re-call of city officers. 
(1) Applies to all elective otrr-

ce1•s, 

Every incumbent of an elective of
fice, except city treasurer, whether 
elected bY popular vo:e or appointed 
to. fill a vacancy, is subject to recall 
bY the voters of the city. The pro
cedure to effect sut:n removal from 
office shall be as follows: 

Petition for 1•ecall. 
(2) A petition signed by quall

fied P.lectors equal in number to 
twenty-five pe:r centum of the enare 
vote cast for Mayor at the last pre
ceding general municipal election nt 
which a Mayor was eleQted, demand
ing an election of a successor of the 
officer sought to be removed, shall 
be addressed to the Council and pre
sented to the city clerk. The petition 
may requ.est such election to be held 
at a special municipal election or a.t 
the next general municipal election. 
The petition must contain a state
m.ent of the reasons for the demanrl. 

Election mlder 1~ecall petition, 
( 8) If the officer sought to be 

removed shall 11ot resign within five 
days after the petition is filed by 
th€/ city clerk, and if the petition re• 
qu!clsts a special election, the Coun
cil shall cause a special election to 
be held within forty-five days to de
termine whether the 11eo11le will re
call said officer, or, if a general mu
nicipal <:;lection is to occur within 
sixty days, the Council may in its 
discretion postpone the holding of 
such election to such general muni• 
cipal election, 

city, which said .charter was duly 
submitted to the voters of said citY 
at an. election held on the 1st day of 
April, A· D. 1902, and was duly rati
fied bY more than four-sevenths of 
all the qualified voters voting there
at and was duly adQpted in form arul 
manner as by law 'prescribed, which 
said cllarter became and now is. the 
charter of said city prescribing the 
government of its affairs; and 

WHEREAS. the said Board of nf
teen freeholders has been continued 
as a peymanent body and all vacan
cies therein from all causes, have 
been duly filled by appointment as by 
law provided, and which said Boarll 
now consists of the following mem• 
bers, viz: 0. S. Edwards, H. A. Mor
gan, D. R. P. Hibbs, Wm. W.ohfaut
er, · Heman Blackmer, Ole Wulff,· J. 
H. Menefee, W. S. Jones, S. P. 
Swendsen, ,A, c. Sorenson, Vegger 
Gulbrandson, A. U. Mayland, Geo. 
Drommerhausen, Christ Berthelsen 
and C. H. Farnsworth, each and all 
of whom have duly accepted _the1r 
said appointment and entered ~upon 
the performance of their duties; and 

WHEREAS, the said Board has 
been duly organized by the election 
of a president and secretary, viz: 
Clement S. Edwards as president, 
and Andrew U. Mayland as $ecre~ 
tary, and 

WHEREAS, a certain petition and 
application in writing of more than 
5 per cent of the legal voters of said 
city of Albert Lea was, on February 
25, 1911, duly submitted to said 
Board of fifteen freeholders an1l filed 
with the secretary thereof, by which 
said Board of fifteen freeholders ls 
petitioned to submit to the vote or 
the people in the manner provided 
by law, at an election to be 
held as soon as possible, the amend
ments Nos. 1, 2 and 3, to the Charter 
of the city of Albert Lea hereto at
tached; and 

WHEREAS, said petiWm has this 
day been filed in the office of the 
City Clerk of said city of Albert Lea; 
and whereas amendment No. 4, here
to annexed, has been originated by 
said Board. 

NOW THEREFORE, We, the un
dersigned members of said Board of 
fifteen freeholders hereby sign, sub
mit, present a11d return ta the mayor 
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AMENDMENT NUl\IBER T"\VO. 

That section fifteen of cliapter 
five, as amended, of the City Char
ter of the City of Albert Lea, be 
amended, said amendment to take 
effec't as soon as the certificates pro
vided for in section thirty~sl:x:, arti
cle four of the constitution of the 
state of Minnesota. have been depos
ited and recorded, as thereby re
quired, said section fifteen of chap
ter five, as so amended, to read as 
follows: 

SECTION 15. The City Council " 
shall have power and authority ~o 
borrow money, and issue bonds 
therefor, for the purpose of provid
ing funds for any lawful municipal 
purpose, whenever the proposition 
for the issuance of such bonds, svec
ifying generally the purpose of their 
issuance, shall have been submittell 
to the qualified v:oters ·of said city, 
at any general or special election 
and shall have received three-fifths 
of the votes of the qualified 'Voters of 
said city voting thereon at s,1ch elec
tion, Whenever such voters have 
heretofore Oi' shall hereafter approve 
a proposition to issue bonds, the 
city couhcil may, at its option, issue 
all of said bonds or only a portion 
thereof, or none thereof, as it may 
for any reason determine. Provid
ed, that the powers hereby conferred 
shall be construed as additional to 
and not as abridging t11e powers con
ferred by section thirteen Of chapter 
four and by subdivision (b) of sec
tion ten of chapter five of this char
ter. But no bonds shall be issued 
so as to make the net indebtedne.ss 
of the city in excess. of the limit 
fixed by the general statutes of the 
state of Minnesota. 

AJI provisions, and parts of pro
visions, inconsistent with this section 
are hereby repealed. 

AMENDMENT NUMBER THREE. 

That section twenty-six of chapter 
seven, as amended, of the City Char
ter of the City of Albert Lea, b0 
amended, said amendment to talce 
effect as soon as the certificates pro
vided for in section thirty-six, arti
cle four of the constitution of the 
state of Minnesota, have been depos
ited and recorded, as thereby re
quired, and said amendment to. be 
as. follows: 

By striking out the figure "5" 
where it appears in said section 
twenty-six of chapter :aeven and m
serting the word "Ten" in place and 
stead thereof so that the sentence in 
which the amendment occurs shall, 
when amended, read as follows: 

1tcnt1on. 

( 4) · In the published call for the 
election there shall be printed in not 
more than two hundred words the 
reasons for demanding the recall or 
the office1· as set forth in the. recall 
petition, and in not more than two 
hundred words the officer may jus
tify his course in office. 

Candidate'S. Election. 
( 5) The officer sought to be re

moved shall be deemed a candidate 
and, unless he 1·esigns, his name 
shalJ be printed on the ballot. The 
nomination of other candidates and 
the election shall be in accordance 
with the ·statutes and laws now in 
force. 

Incumbent Removecl. 
( 6) The officer sought to be re

moved shall, if he do not resign, con• 
tinue to perform the duties of his 
office tlntll the election aud, if he 
fail of election, he shall be deemerl 
removed from office, 

No 1•ecnll petition fo1• first thre~ 
months. 

(7) No recall petition shall be 
filed against any. officer until he ha& 
actually held his office for at least 
three months, 

Incapaci.ty of recalled oil'icial, 
(8) No person who has been re-. 

called from an elective office, or who 
has resigned from such office While 
recall proceedings were pending 
against him, shall be appointed to 
any office within one year after such 
recall or resignation. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, County of 
Freeborn-ss. 

City of Albert Lea. 

WHEREAS, Upon application duly 
made to the District Court of th~ 
Tenth Judicial District in and for 
the county of Freeborn, in the state 
of Minnesota, the Honorable Nathan 
Kingsley, Judge of said court, did 
appoint a Board of fifteen freehold
ers who had been for the past five 
years immediately preceding their 
appointment, qualified voters of the 
city of Albert Lea, to frame a char~ 
ter for the government of said city 
tlnder and pursuant to section 36 of 
article 4 of the Constitution of the 
state of Minnesota and under and 
pursuant to the Laws enacted in pur
suance thereof; and 

WHEREAS, tb:e said Board of fif
teen freeholders did frame and pro
pose, in accordance with law, sucn 
charter for the government of said 

drt1ie citY ot Aiuerc Lea, as ·us en 
magistrate, the anne:xed and forego
ing amendments No. 1, No. 2, No. 
3 and No. 4, as-. and for amendments 
to said charter of the city of Albert 
Lea; and we do hereby propose and 
approve said amendments to said 
charter and we do hereby certify thaT. 
said annexed and foregoing amend
ments so numbered 1, 2, 3, and. 4, 
are proposed amendments to sai<l 
Charter of said city framed, al)~ 
proved and retu,rned to be voted Up• 
on according to law-

Dated at Albert Lea, Minnesota, 
this 25th day of February, A. D, 
1911. 

HEMAN BLACKMER. 

WM. WOBLHUTER. 

CHRIST BERTHELSEN, 

S. P. SWENDSEN. 
OLE WULFF. 
A. C. SORENSON. 
VEGGER GULBRANDSON. 
c. H. FARNSWORTH .. 

A. 11. MAYLAND. 
H. A. MORGAN. 

Members of said Board of Fifteeu 
Freeholders. 

'I'o tho City Council of the CitY_ of 
Albert Lea: 

The Board of Fifteen Freeholders 
duly appointed and acting pursuant 
to section 36, article 4, of the con
stitution ·or the state of Minnesota 
and the laws enacted in pursuance 
thereof, have on this day returned 

· and certified to me as the lihief mag
istrate of the city of Albert Lea, Min
nesota, the hereto attached proposal 
for the amendment of the charter of 
said citY, heretofore adol)ted as 
framed and submitted by said Board, 
which p1•oposa1 has been duly a11-
proved and signed by the requisite 
number of members of said Board of 
fifteen freeholders, and is hereto an
nexed, and is hereby referred to and 
filed with you. 

It is therefore incumbent that the 
authorities of said city make suitable 
provisions for submitting to the 
qualified voters of said city the ques
tion of the adoption of the said 
amendments numbered one, two, 
three and four; and action should 
be taken accordingly. 

Dated at Albert Lea, Minlle!!ota, 
this February 25th, 1911. 

77-29t 
L. O. GREENE, 
Mayor of said City. 
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