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EXECU'l1I"VE DEP .ARTJIENT 

FROCLA]iATIOM 

11lI3ERE.AS by the enactment of 0i1apter 555, Laws o:r 1941, the 

Legislature proposed an amendment to Article IV, Section 36, of 

the Constitution of the State of I~:innesota fo'.i: _ the approval or 

rejection of the electors of the state at the .recent election held 

on the thi:rd a.ay of 1\J'ovember, · 1942, provid.ing that said section 

when amended shall read as follows: 

itsection 36. Cities and villages may adopt oharters-

classificati.on of cities for legislative pu:rposes.,--,Any 

city or village in this state may frame a charter for its 

own government as a city consistent with and subject to 

the laws of this state, as follows: The legislature shall 

provide, under such restrictions as it deems p:roper, for a 

board of fifteen freeholders, y-rho shall be and for the 

past five years shall have been qualified voters thereof, 

to be ap:pointeo. by the district judges of the judicial 

district in which the city or- village is situated, as 

the legislature may determine, for a term in no event 

to exceed six years, wl1ich board shall, within six 

months after its a_ppoint.'11.ent, return to the chief 

magistrate of said city or village a draft of said 

charter, signea. by the members of said board, or a 

majority thereof .. Such charter shall be submitted to 

the g_ua.lif ied voters of such city or village at the 

next election thereafter, and if four-sevenths of the 

qualified voters voting at such election shall ratify 

the same it shall; at the end of thirty days thereafter, 

beco.:ne the charter of such city or vil.lage as a city, 

and supersede any existing charter and amendments 

thereof; Provided, that in cities having patrol limits 
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now established, such charter shall require a three

fou:rths majority vote of the qualified voters -votinr; 

at such election to change the patrol limits now 

established" Before any city s!1all incr)rpo:rate under 

this act the legislature shall prescribe by le:w the 

gene.'.t'al limits within ~1hich such cb.exter shall be 

framed~ Duplicate certificatei:: shall be made setti.Ylg 

forth the charter proposed and its ratification, which 

shall be signed by the chief magistrate of said city 

or village and authenticated by its corporate seal Cl' 

One of said certificates shall be deposited in the 

office of the secretary of state, and the other, ~fter 

being recorded in the office of the :register of' deeds 

for the county in which such city or village lies, 

shall be deposited among the archives of such city or 

village, and all courts shall take judicial notice 

thereof'. such charter so deposited may be amended by 

proposal therefor made by a board of fifteen commis

sioners aforesaid, published for at least once each 

week for four successive weeks in a legal newspaper 

of' general circUlation in such city or village, and 

accepted by three-fifths of the qualified voters of 

such city or village v-oting at the next election 

and not otherwise; but such charter shall always be 

in harmony with and subject to the constitution and 

laws of' the state of Minnesota., The legislature may 

prescribe the duties of' the commission relative to 

submitting amendments cf charter to the vote of the 

people, and shall provide that upon application of 

:five per csnt of the legal vote.rs of any city or 

village, by wri'tten petition, such coxmn.ission shall 

submit to the vote of' the people pror,osed amend.m.ents 

to such charter set forth in said petitiona The 

-2-



--- ..,....._ 

boar a of freeholders above provided f o:r shall be 

permanent, and all the vacancies by death, disabil~ty 

to perform duties, resignation or removal from the 

corporate limits, or expiration of term of office, 

shall be filled by appointment in the sa.~e manner as 

the original board was created, and said board shell 

always cont;ain its full complement of members. It 

shall be a feature of all such chax--ters t'1at there 

shall "l)e :provided, among otl1er things, for a mayor 

or chief magistrate, e.nd a legislative body of either 

one or two houses; if of VffO houses, at least one of 

them. shall be elected by general vote of the electors .. 

In submitting any such cherte:r or 8lllendment the:reto 

to the qualified voters of such city or village any 

alternate section or article may be presented for the 

choice of the voters, and may be voted on separately 

wit.hout prejudice to other articles or sections of the 

charter or any amendments thereto. The legislature may 

provide general laws relating to affairs of cities, the 

application of which may be lL~ited to cities of over 

fifty thousand inhabitants, or to cities of fifty and 

not less than t111enty thousand inhabitants, or to cities 

of twenty and not less than ten thousand inhabitants, 

or to cities of ten thousand inhabitants or less, which 

shall apply equally to all such cities of either class, 

and which shall be paramount while in f'orce to the pro-

visions relating to the same matter incluaea in the 

local charter herein provided fore But no local charter, 

prov ls ion or ordina11oe passea" thereunder shall supersede 

any general law of the state defining or punishing crimes 

or misdemeanors o" 
.Ai\--:8 1JHEREAS it; appears fro1n the official canvass of the votes 

cast at ·the said election held on November 3, 19,:I:2, for and against 

the aforesaid proposed amendment, made in conformity with the law, 
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that the majority of all electors voting at such election voted 

for its adoption: 

NO~l, THEREFORE, I, Harold Eo Stassen, Governor of the State· 

of Minnesota, by virtue of the authority vested in me and in 

compliance with law, do hereby _publish and p'.t'oclaim t,hat said 

proposed am&ndmen.t of .Article IV, Section 36, of the Constitution 

of the State of i.vfinnesota, has been ratified. and adopted as 

pxescribed by the constitution and laws of the State., 

IN '17EST.TI\Wl'IT :lHEREOF I have hereu11to set my hand and caused 

the Gr-eat Seal of the State to be affixed this ~Jf~aay of 
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Secretary of state. 
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