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CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ANOKA. 

FRAMED AND ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 36 
OF ARTICLE 4 OF THE CONSTITUTION. OF THE 
STATE OF MINNESOTA, AND SECTIONS. 748 TO 
758, INCLUSIVE, REVISED LAWS OF 1905, AND 
THE ACTS SUPPLEMENTAL THERETO AND AMEN
DATORY THEREOF. 

CHAPTER 1. 

NAMES, POWERS AND BOUNDARIES. 

NAMES AND POWERS. 

Section 1. The municipal corporation now existing and 
known as the "City of Anoka," shall remain and ·continue 
to be a body politic and corporate under the same name, 
and with the same boundaries, and with power and author
ity to change its boundaries in manner authorized by law; 
and under said riame and style of the "City of Anoka," 
and by such name, it shall have perpetual successioii, may 
sue or be sued, c·omplain . and defend, - plead and be im
pleaded, in any court or tribunal; make and use its common 
seal, and alter the same at pleasure; lease and convey any 
and all such real, personal or mixed property as its purpose 
may require, . whether the same be within or without the 
corporate limits of the city; shall have the power within or 
without its territorial limits to contract, condemn and pur
chase, purchase, acquire, lease, add to and maintain a city 
cemete1·y or cemeteries, water works, light plants, telephone 
systems, power plants, levees, transportation systems, heat
ing plants or any other public utilities, works or ways, local 
in use and extent required therefor, for the use of the city 
and the inhabitants thereof. And any such system, plants, 
utilities, works or ways, or any contract for real estate 
thereto · or in connection therewith that may at any time 
exist, or that the city may- desire to purchase, in whole or in 
part, may be purchased by said city, which purchase may 
be enforced by proceedings_ at law; shall be capable of con
tracting and being contracted with. 

In addition to the powers above enunierated, the City 
of Anoka shall have all the powers it had under any pre
vious charter and amendments thereto, and shall have all 
powers, functions, rights and privileges exercised by or 
which are incidental to or inherent in municipal corpora
tions, and which are not denied to it by the Constitution 
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and General Laws o:f the State of Minnesota. It. is the in
:tent of this .section to grant to the City of Anoka full ·power 
to deal with all matters of municipal corncern and to endow 
it with complete power -0£ local self government, consistent 
with the Constitution and General Laws of the State of 
Minnesota, and no. SP.eci~c power hereinafter granted shall 
be construed as a hmitation upon the general powers herein 
granted, 

WARDS. 

Section· 2. Said city shall be divided into three wards, 
as :folJows: 

All tl).at part of aaid territory now included within the 
boun~aty of said city which lies west of Rum River~ shall 
constitute C the First Ward, 

All. that· pa:rl of said territory . now included within the 
boundary ~:f said city which lies south of the middle of 
Jackson Sheet and G Street and the extension of G Street 
to the east. line of said city, shall constitute the Second 
Ward. • . 

b 
All that part. of ~aid te:rito!y now included within the 

oundary of said city which hes north of the middle of 
Jackson Street and G Street and the extension of G Street 
to the east line of said city, shall constitute the Third Ward. 

CHANGE BY ORDINANCE OF COMMISSION. 

Section it . · .The Co1nmission may change by ordinance, 
the bou;ndary Imes of any and all. of the city ~ards. and may 
create ;11ew wards in the. same manner. ' · 

CHAPTER II. 

ELECTIVE OFFICERS, QUALIFICATIONS, OFFICIAL 
YEAR, TERMS, NOT TO HOLD OTHER OFFICE 
UNDER THE ClTY, SALARY OF MAYOR AND 
COMMISSIONERS. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

· Section 1. The elective officers of the City of Anoka 
shaU be a Mayor, f9~r Commissioners, a Judge and a ~peci~l 
Judge .of the Mumc1pal Court, elected as provided m this 
Charter, to be elected at large ·by the electors of the city of 
Anoka, a":d .each of whom shall be a qualified elector thereof. 

orFICIAL YEAR-TERMS OF OFFICE 

S_ectfon 2. . The official year of the City of Anoka shall 
he'1tn on.the first Monday after the first Tuesday in April in 
eac _year •. The- terms of office of the Mayor Judge and 
Sp~c1hl Judge of the Municipal Court shall b~ two years, 
an . e tN:ms of· office of the Commi;sionei·s shall be four 
bears;_pr_ovrded, that at the first election held hereunder two 

odm~,:i510ners ~h~ll be elected to hold office fo1• two years 
an •wO Comm1ss1oners shall be elected to hold office :for 
four yearir; provided further that the terms of all said 
dfficets elected for two years ~hall expire on the first Mon
. ay after the first Tuesday in April, 1915, and that the 
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te1•ms o:f said officers elected for four ye_ars sh~ll expire on 
the first Monday after the first Tuesday m April, 19~'.7, an_d 
that all of said officers so elected sr.all ~old office until their 
successo1·s have been elected and qualified. 
MEMBERS 'OF THE COMMISSION TO HOLD NO OTHER 

OFFICE UNDER THE CITY. 
Section 3. No member of the Commission shall hold any 

other municipal office or employment the compensatHm of 
which is paid out of municipal moneys, or be elec);ed or 
appointed to any office created, or ~he coi:ipensation of 
whic>lt is increased, bv thP. CommisEtton while he w,as a 
member thereof; provided, however, that the Commissioner 
or .l!'mance stiall be ex officio comptroller, and shall P!!SS on 
the legality of all checks and orde1·s for the payment of 
moneys by0 the Commission; provided, also, that one member 
of the Commission shall be a member of each and ev~1·y 
Board appointed by said Commission to look after or m
vestigate any public business. 

VACANCIES. 
Section 4. If a vacancy occur in the office of MaY,or, or 

any of the Commissione1·s, by failure to elect, or by any 
cause whatever, the remaining members of the Commissiop 
shall appoint an . eligibl~ perso~ to fill .. such vacancY.. ~ntll 
the next general or special election, subJect to the provisrnns 
of the recall hereinafter provided for, and anr such vacancy 
shall, at said election, be :filled for the unexpired-term. 

A vacancy shall exist when an; electiv~ office~ fails. to 
qualify within ten ~ays after no~1ce of his. election; . d10s; 
removes from the city; absent.'> lumself contmuously there
from for three months; is convicted of a felony; or jg de
clared to be a lunatic. 

SALARY. 
Section 5. The Mayor and each of the Couitnissioners 

shall receive as compensation for their services the sum 
of Two Dollai·s ($2.00) for each meeting of: the Commis
sion which they shall attend, not exceeding, however, One 
Hundred Dollars ($100) for any one year; provided, how
ever, that the Commissioners, at the end of ten years, or 
at the end of any five year-period thereafter, shall haye the 
right by unanimous vote of the Commission, to incre!lse or 
decr~ase said compensation as h,ereinafte:r prov~ded to such 
an amount as the needs of tr.e city may, m the Judgm_ent of 
said Commission, requir!cl, 

CHAPTER III, 
APPOINTIVE OFFICERS AND OTHER EMPLOYES, 

POWERS, DUTims, TENURE, REMOVAL, COMPEN
SATIQN, AND PROVISIONS COMMON TO ALL OF
FICERS AND EMPLOYES. 

OFFICERS OF THE CITY, OTHER THAN ELECTIVE, 
APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL. 

Section 1. The chief officers of the City, other than the 
elective officers, shall be a Manager, and a City Cler~, who 
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shall be ex officio Assistant Manager, a Treasurer an As
sessor, a City Attorney, a City Engineer, a Chief of Police, 
a Chief •Of ]!'ire Department, and a. Board of Health com
posed of three members, at least one of whom must be a 
physician in good standing. They shall be appointed with 
the exception of the Chief of Police, by a majority vote of 
the Commission. The Chief of Police shall be appointed 
by the Mayor, with the consent of the Commission. All 
persons appointed to such offices shall be qualified electo1·s 
of ~he City of Ano.ka, and shall hold their respective offices 
durmg good behavior •. They may, however, be removed at 
any time by a three-fifths vote of the Commission, with the 
exception of the Chief of Police who may be removed by the 
Mayor. 

The Commission may, at any time when in its judgment 
the interests of the City so demand, place in charge of one 
of .such .officials the functions and duties of two or" more 
of such officers. · 

The Commission shaU, by ordinance, prescribe the duties 
of each of said officials. 

The Commission shall, at the first regular meeting after 
each election, or as soon there.after as practicable, proceed 
to the apj)oiritment of such officials, and after the first 
election shall determine their duties as provided in this sec
tion; which duties may be altered and changed as the Com
mission shall determine. 

COMMISSION MAY CREATE OTHER OFFICERS OR 
EMPLOYMENT. 

S.ection 2. The Commission shall have the power, by 
A ordmance

1 
to cre;ite and discontinue officers other than those 

prescribea, and provide the manner of filling the same, and 
:prescribe the duties pertaining thereto, according to its 
Judgment and the needs of the city. 

An7 J?erson so appointed may be removed at any time by 
a maJor1ty vote of• the Commission. . 

COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOiYES. 

S1:ctfon 3: The compensation of all city officers provided 
for m Section 1 of this Chapter shall be by salary, to be 
fixed by statute or by the Commission. 

The Commission shall also fix the compensation of all of 
t~e other officers and employes of the city, except as other
wise provided in this Chapter 

No officer or employe shall be allowed any fee r.eward 
or oth~r compensation other than the salary or othe:i; com~ 
pep.satxon fixed by the Commission• and all the fe.es r~
~etived by pim in connection with offi~ial duties shall b,e paid 
m o the city treasury. 

OFFICIAL BONDS, 

J ~ection 4. The Municipal Judge and Special Municipal 
u g!,l, and such other officers as the Commissipn shall ~e

termme, before entering upon the duties of their resnectxve 
offices, shall each give bonds to the city, in an amount to 
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b~ fixed by the Commission conditioned upon the :faithful 
performance of their respective official duties. 

The method of approval oi: said bonds shall be fix;ed by 
the Commission, and the approval shall be. endorsed thereon 
and signed by the officer or officers approvmg the sam~. 

The bonds, when approved, sh~ll be filed wi~h the City 
Clerk except the bonds of the City Clerk, which shall be 
filed in the office pf the County Aui:litor of Ai:i,oka Coun~y. 

All provisions ~f the lay,s of the S~aEe rela~1ng to C>ffic1al 
bonds not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, 
shall be complied with. -

OATH OF OFFICE. 

Section 5. Every person elected or appointed to any of· 
flee herein p1•ovided for shall, before he enters upon the 
nuoies o.i: his office, take and subscribe to 'the. oath of office 
in form as prescribed by ::;ection 8 o.r Article 'b o;r: the Con
stitution of the State of Minnesota, and ~ball file. the same 
with the . City Clerk, except the oath of the City . Clerk, 
which shall be filed in the office of the County Auditor ot 
Anoka County. 

FAILURE TO QUALIFY. 

Section 6, Any elective or appointive officer w~o shall 
reiuse or neglecc to quality and enter upon the dis<tha;ge 
of the duties of his office for ten days after the begmnmg 
of the term for which he was elected or _appointe<!, an.ct 
after ten days after being notified by the City Clerk of his 
election or appointment, shall be deemed to have vacated 
such office and the Commission may proceed to fill the same 
without a~y notice or proceeding as in the case of any other 
vacancy. 

OFFICERS MAY ADMINIS'l'ER OATHS AND ISSUE 
SUBPOENAS. 

Section 7. Every elective officer, every officer named. in 
section· 1 of this Chapter, and every member of any Boar(! 
or Commission provided for in this Chapter, shall ,haye the 
power to administer oaths and affirmati~m:>; and every such 
officer or member of a Board or Commission shall have the 
power to issue subpoenas, to compel by subpoena the. pro
duction of books, pape!s and documents, and ~o talce ~nd 
hear testimony concerning any matt~r. of anythmg pendmg 
before such officer, Board or Commission. 

If any person so subpoenaed neglects or refuses to ap
pear or to produce books, papers, documents, or records 
of the City required by such subpoena, or. s~all refuse to 
testify before such officer, Bo,ar~ or Commission, or a ma
jority of ·such Board or Commission1 O'!-' to answer any ques
tion which any such qfficer or maJority of su~h Board or 
Commission shall reqmre, he sball be. dE)emed m contempt, 
and any such officer, Board or Com~issiqn shall the~eupon 
have the power to take such proceedmgs_ m the premises as 
are vrovided by the General Laws of this State .. 

The Chief of Police shall, on request of the city officers, 
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or any niember o:f said Board or Commission, detail a police 
officer 01• officers to .serve such subpoenas. 

NQi POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS TEST. 

Section 8, No appointment. to positions under the City 
•government shall be made or withheld by reason of political 
or religi9us opinion or affiliations, or political services; and 
no appomtment to or selection :for or l'emoval from any 
office or employment, or any form o:f promotion, reduction, 
1·eward, or punishment shall be in any manner affected by 
such opinion, affiliation or services. 

TRANSFER OF · BOOKS, ETC., AT THE EXPIRATION 
.OF OFFICE. 

, Section 9. Every elective and appointive officer shall, at 
the expiration of his term of office, in whatever way termi
nated, turn over to his successor in office or some other 
woperly authorized officer, on demand, ali books, J).apers, 
tiles, records, moneys, and other pronerties and things what
soever pertaining to his office or received by reason thereof. 

CHAPTER IV. 

ELECTIONS~GENERAL AND SPEClAL. 

GENERAL E'.LECTIONS, AND WHEN HELD . 

. Sectio~ 1. T~e general city election, after the first. elec
t10n hE:rem provided. for, shall be held on the first Tuesday 
!n AApnl, 1915, and biennially thereafter on the first Tuesday 
lli pril. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Sectio~ 2. The candidates to be voted for at the munici
pal election !,l~J.der the provisions of this Act shall be nomi
nate~ by petition to be signed by at least ten per cent of the 
qualified electors, based on the vote polled for all candidates 
for Ma~o! at the last previous election, and each signer of 

kn
any .!?.etition shall be sworn at the time of signing that he 

o~s. the contents and purposes of such petition, an·d that 
he signed ~he same, of his own free will. Each petition shall 

b
b. effiled wit~ the City Clerk of said city at least twenty days 
e ore electron, 

ELECTION NOTICES. 

. Section. 3. Th_e City Clerk shall on or before ten days 
before . said elec.tion, certify the u;t of the candidates so 
nommated at said election whose names are entitled 'to ap
pear on. the ballot as being the list of candidates nominated 
as requne~ by this Charter, together with the offices to be 
fiflled at said election, desjgnating whether such election is 
or a full or ~n unexpired term, And he shall file 'in his 

office such certified list of names and the offices to be filled, 
and he shall ca_use to be published twice in the official news
paper of said city a notice calling such election, which notice 
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shall contain the list of said names of candidates and the 
offices to . be filled, and the time of holding such el«?ction, 
and the polling place or places where the same shall b!:1 held; 
but no ±ailure to give such notice shall invalidate a :munici-
pal election. · -

BLANK SPACES FOR ADDITIONA'.L CANDIDATES. 

Section 4, One space shall be left below the printed 
names of the candidates for each office to be voted for, 
wherein the voter may write the name of any person for 
whom he wishes to vote. 

REQUIREMENTS OF BALLOTS. 

Section 5. All ballots printed shall be identical so it 
will be impossible to distinguish one ballot from another. 
Space shall be provided for Charter Amendments and other 
questions to be voted on at municipal elections, as provided 
in this Charter. 
· The names of the candidates for each office shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order of the sutname, and nothing 
on the ballot shall be indicative of the source of the can
didacy, or of the support of any candidate. No ballot shall 
have printed thereon any public or political designation or 
marl~, and there shall not be ap~ep.ded to. the p.ame of any 
candidate any such party or pohtical designat10n or mark, 
or anything indicating his views or opinions. 

HOURS OF ELECTION-POLLING PLACES OPEN:_ 
JUDGES AND CLERKS TO BE PRESENT. 

Section 6. All municipal elections, whether general or 
special, shall commence at.,_,eight o'clock A. M. and holq. open 
until eight o'clock P. M. on the same day, and the places. of 
election shall be open, and the Judges and Clerks of Election 
shall be present thereat, ready to receive the ballots of 
electors, during all of said time. 

GENERAL ELECTION REGULATIONS. 

Section 7. The provision's of any state law now or here
inafter enacted, except as the Commission may, by ordi
nance, or otherwise, provide, relating to the qualifications of 
the electors, the :manner of voting, the duties of el_ection 
officers the canvassing of returns, and all other particula1·s 
in resp~ct, to t~e m~nagement of elections, except as othe~
wise provided m this Charter, so far as they may be apph
cable, shall govern the municipal elections; provided., also, 
that the Commission shall meet as a canvassing board and 
duly canvass the election returns within three days after any 
:municipal election. 

PLACES OF HOLDING ELECTIONS. 

Section 8, The place or places of holding such munici
.pal election shall be determined by the Commission at its 
:regular meeting at least thirty days before any sucl). elec
tion: and such designation shall be by resolution, 
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JUDGES AND CLERKS. 

Section 9. The1'.e shall be at least three Judges of Elec
tion at each voting i,recinct, to he selected by t!te Com
mission at least thirty days before any s1;1ch election; and 
such Judges shall have the power to appomt two qe~ks of 
Election, and at least one. Constable who shall be myested 
witlt all the powers of pohce officers. The compensat.ion of 
each ofsaid Judges, Clerks and Constable shall .be thEl same 
as is now or may be hereafter provided by the General Laws 
of the State of Minnesota. 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS. 
Section 10. The Commission may, by resolution adopted 

by affirmative vote of the majority of i~s members, «;>rde~ a 
si,ecial election for the voters of the city, and provide for 
holding the same. The purpose of such special election shall 
be clearly stated in said resolution, and no other matter · 
shalI be submitted thereat. . 

The matter. or. question for submission at such election 
shall be set :forth on the ballots to be used in p~aiµ l~n
guage; the Commission shall prescribe the form m which 
the sam!l shall appear; the same proceeding:s sh~ll be ~ad as 
to appomtment of Judges and Clerks, quahficat1ons o:j: el.ec
tors, notice of designation of time of said election, polhng 
places, manner of counting ballots, making returns there.of, 

· canvassing said returns by the Commission, and decla~n{t 
the results. thereof, as are now provided for general mumc1s 
pal elections. · · 

CHAPTER V. 

RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 

ELECTORS MAY REMOVE. 
· Section 1, The holder of any elective office in th~ City 

of Anoka may be removed by a majority vote of t~e elec
tors therepf taken, ha~.and given in the manner and m com
pliance with the conditions hereinafter named. 

PETITION, 
Section 2. Electors equal in number to twenty-five per 

cent of t!ie total number of' registered voters., p.s shown. by 
the poll hs~ at the la~t preceding generaJ _mumCIJ!al election, 
may file with the City Clerk their petition askmg fpr tl:e 
1"emoval of any elective officer and for the election of 3; ~uc
cesso~ to such officer. Such' petition shall be in wl'itm~, 
and· signed PY said .electors with the street and numper,. if 
there be $Uch, o:l: their resp~ctive residence. It may const 
of one or more' papers, and such signatures nefd not all 1 
on the same paper. The petition shall contam a genera 
sta~ement of th~ grounds upon which re~oval !s. sought, 
which shall be ahke in all such papers. Said petition shall 
be. accompanied by the affidavit or one of the signers 0 

each. of the papers constituting the same to the effect that 
the statements made in the paper on which his name appehari 
are true to th~ best of his knowledge and belief, and t a 
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each and every signature thereof is the genuine signatu1·e of 
the person it i,urports to be, and was placed th~~eon by sue~ 
peTson · p1'ovided, however, that no such petition shall be 
made ~nd filed against any officer until he has actually held 
his office :for at least three months. 

PROCEEDINGS ON CONDITION. 

Section 3. Within ten days f:i:om the date of filing of 
such petition, the. City Clerk shall ascer~ain fl:o!ll t~e V?ters' 
1·egister of the city whether or not said pet1t10n is signed 
by the requisite number of qualified electors; and if neces
sary, the Commission shall all?w hi~ _extrl!- help .for the pur
pose· and he shall attach to said petition his certificate sliow-
ing the 1•esult of said examinati_on. . . . 

If, by the City Clerk's certificate, th_e petition 1s shown 
to be insufficient, it may be amended withm ten days irom 
the date thereof. The City Clerk sha11, within te:q days 
after such amendment, make a Hke examination qf the 
amended petition, and if'. his certificate shall show th~ saJne 
to be insufficient, it shall be returned to the person filmg 
the same, without prejudice .. however, t_o. the. filing of a new 
petition to the ::;ame effect. If the pet1tion 1s. deemed suffi~ 
cient, the City Clerk shall submit the same to the Commis
sion without delay, and thereupon the Commission shall 
order and fix a date for holding the said election not less 
than thirty days, nor more than forty-five days, from the 
date of the Clerk's certificate to the Commission that a 
sufficient petition has been filed, · 

CAUSE OF RECALL-OFFICER'S JUSTIFICATION. 
Section 4. In the call for election there shall be stated, 

in not more than two hundred words, the reason for de• 
man ding a recall of the officer as set forth. in the recall 
petition; and in said call, in not more than two hundred 
words, the officer may justify his course in office. 

ELECTION UNDER RECALL-NOTICE OF ELECTION-
NAMES ON TICKETS. 

Section 5. The City Clerk shall give public notice of 
the time and place of holding such election, and of the hom·s 
during which the polls will be open; and the same shall be 
conducted, nominations therefor shall be made, the Judges 
and Clerks therefor shall be appointed, returns made and 
canvassed and the results thereof declared., in all respects 
as in a g;neral municipal election, save as hereinafter pi·o
vided. 

The successor of any officer so removed shall hold office 
during the unexpired term of his predecessor. Any person 
sought to be removed may be a candidate to succeecJ. him
self and unless he requests otherwise in writing, the City 
Clerk shall place his name on the official ballot without nOlll• 
ination. At such election, if some other person than the 
incumbent shall receive the highest number of votes, the 
incumbent shall thereupon be removed from the offic~ upon 
the qualification of his successor. In caf;le the pei·son who 
,receives the highest number of votes .fails to qualify within 

l r 
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ten days after receiving notification of his election, the office 
shall be declared vacant. If the incumbent receives the 
highest number of votes, he shall remain in· office.. The said 
method of removal shall be accumulative and additional to 
the method herein and in this Charter otherwise provided. 

INCAPACITY OF RECALLED OFFICERS. 

· Section 6. No person who shall have been reca1le<l from 
office, or who has resigned from such office while recaJl pro
ceedings were pending against him, shall be eligible to any 
office under said city within .one year after said recall or 
resignation, 

CHAPTER VJ. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT-lVl:AYOR. 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE. . 

Seciton 1. The Mayor shall be the Chief executive of
ficer of the city) he shall see that the laws of the State, 
the provisions of this Charter, and the ordinances of the 
City are duly observed and enforced within the city; he 
shall be a member of the Commission, and when present, 
shall preside over the meetings of the Commission; he shall 
have _the rig~t t_o vote on all propositions, mattei:s and 
questions commg before it; but he sha11 have no veto power. 

EXAMINATION OF BOOKS, REPORTS, ETC., OF 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. 

Section 2. The Mayor may employ, and, if directed by 
the Commission, shall employ once a year a competent ac
collntant to be paid by the City, who shall ha~e full power 
to examine all b.ooks, records and reports of all officers and 
employes who receive or disburse city moneys, and the 
books, records and reports of such other officers and depart
ments as the Mayor or the Commission may direct. Said 
accountant may require any officer 01• employe to be sworn 
and explain under oath all matters relative to said books, 
record~ and reports. All officers and employes of tqe city 
shall g1,Ve to such accountant all requb:ed assistance and in
torm1J,t1on, under oath or otherwise as to all matters relat-
1~g to such bqoks1 records and repbrts, and shall submit to 
him for exannnation sucli books and papers as may be re
q_uested, Refusal or failure of any officer or employe of the 
c1ty t.o comply with the requh'ements of this section shall be 
sufficient ground for bis removal from such office or em
ployment. 

ADDITIONAL POWERS. 
Section 3. The Mayo1• shall exercise such other 11owers 

lclnd perfo1•Jll such other duties as may be prescrib:;:id by 
general law or ordinance. 

ACTING MAYOR. 

Section 4. T~e Vice President of the Cominissiop sh~ll 
:perform the duties of Mayor during the absence or dis-

-· ••.-~., . .-a~--=~~-1 
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ability of the Mayor, and while so acting shall be known 
and siyled as "Acting Mayor." In case o:f the absence or 
disabihty of both the Mayor and the Vice President of the 
Commission, the Commission may elect one of its m\imbers 
Acting Mayor during such absence or disability. The Vice 
President of the Commission shall act as Mayor, under the 
name and style of "Acting Mayor'' durillg the vacancy in 
office of Mayor until such vacancy shall be filled in the man• 
ner provided in this Charter. 

CHAPTER VII. 

DEPARTMENTAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

NUMBER AND NAMES OF DEPARTMENTS. 

Section 1. Subject to the qualifications and restrictions 
herein otherwise provided, the executive and administratiVe 
powers of the City are hereby distributed among and as-
signed to six (6) departments, as follows: · 

1. Department o:f Public Health and Sanitation, Police 
and General Welfare. 

2. Department of Accounts and Finance. 
3. Department of Bt1ildings and Fire Protection. 
4. Departrnent o.l: Water Works and Lights. · 
5. Department of Streets, Alleys, B1·idges and Sewers. 
6. Department of Parks and Public Grounds, the mem

bers thereof to be appointed as hereinafter provided. 

COMMISSION TO ASSIGN DUTIES TO DEPARTMENTS. 

Section 2. The Commission shall determine and assign 
the duties of the several departments, subject to the pro
visions of the last preceding and next following sections; 
shall prescribe the duties and powers of officers and em
ployes; may assign particular officers and employes to one 
or more dep!11'tf!1ents; may require an officer or employe to 
perform duties m two 01· 1no1·e departments; and may make 
such othe1· rules and requirements as may be necessary and 
pmper for the efficient and economical conduct of the busi
ness of the City. 

MAYOR AND FOUR COMMISSIONERS. 
Section 3. The Mayor shall be Superintendent of the 

Department of Public Health, · Sanitation, Police and Gen
eral Welfare; and the Commission shall, at the first regular 
meeting after the election of its members, designate, by a 
majority vote, one of the Commissioners to be Superintend
ent of the Department of Accounts and Finance; one to be 
Superintendent of the Department of Buildings and Fire 
Protection; one to be Superintendent of the Department of 
Water Works and Lights; one to be Supe1•intendent of the 
Department of Streets, Alleys, Bridges and Sewers; and 
such designations may be changed whenever it a11pears that 
the public service would be benefited thereby. Provided, 
no Superintendent of any of the Departments of the· City 
shall have any power to contract debts, to bind the. City 
or to make any improvements in said city, unless at1thorized 
by a majority vote of the Commission. · 
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Section Sa. The Department of Parks and. ;i:>ublic 

Gi·o:irni!s shall. b1; under the control and supervfsi!m o:I'. a 
comn1is$io:n of six (6), called the Park Comm1ssion, the 
membel'S of which shall be appointed by the City Commis
sfon. When first created, two (2) shall be appointed :(or the 
term of one (1) year, two (2) for the term of twp (2) 
years, and two (2) for the term of three (3) years. There 
sltall be ,ippointed in the;· same n~a~ner each year ther.eaf!er 
two (2). members of said commisswn wh9s_e term o:f ofl'1ce 
shall be for three {3} years, and each of said member~ shall 
hold his office until his successor fa appointed and qu~lified. 
In the event of a vacancy, it may be filled in like manner 
ior the unexpired term. The term for which each appoint-

. ment aforesaid is made shall expire on the first Tuesday in 
June. -0f each respective year except as otherwise herein 
:provided. 

The '.Park Commissfon shall at each annual meeting elect 
a President and Secretary from its members and shall deter
mine the manner and method of the conduct of its business, 
and shall keep a permanent record of all its proceedings. 

Section Sb.. The Park Commission shall have control of, 
and power over; all real estate now or hereaftel' acquired by 
the .said City set apart for park Ol' boulevard purposes. 

'It shall audit and allow all just claims for labor, services 
or materials furnished by order of said Park Commission, 
and when so audited and allowed, shall be paid by thft City 
Treasurer out of the Park and Public Grounds funds on a 

-warrant issuedi;hereior; signed hy the president and attested 
by the secretary of said Park Commission. 

'I'he Park Commission shall n1ake a report or its doings 
and proceedings to the City Commission at any time. upon 
request of the City Commission and without such :r:equest at 
least, once in six { 6) lnonths: 

The members of the Park Commission shall serve without 
compensation. · 

There shall be n1aintained in the city treasury a. fund 
known and designated as the Park and Public Grounds Fund 
to be used .o:nly fo1· Jl'l1'rk and public grounds pu~po_ses under 
the supe1'V1s10n and direction of the Park Commissron afore
said, which said fund may be created and maintained from 
an annual tax at a rate not to exceed one (1) mill on tl!e 
dollar, of the assessed valuation of all taxable prope}.'tY m 
sa}d _City, which said tax may be levied ~Y the City Co~
llliss1on on the report and recommendat10n of the Park 
Commission and, if levied shall be included in the annual 
hJtdge~ anq levy adopted 'by the City Commission as :pro
vided 1n. sa1d Charter. 

ACCOUNTS AND FJNANCE. 

~ection 4. It shall be the duty of the first Conmtis.sioner 
assigned to be Supe1-intendent of the Department of Ac
counts and Finance under this Charter to institute as soon 
as Ptactica!>le a complete and thorough system ~f bo<?k~ 
keepmg wlnch shall be suitable to the needs of the C1tY., ~ thh 
a proper system of checks between the various offic~rs, wit 
such reports as may be advisable in order to insure a 
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thorough knowledge of the business of the City l!Y the 
Mayo:r and chief officials. 

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS. 

Section 5. The Superintendent of each Depa1-tment shall 
ann~ally r~µder to the Commission a full report of the 
affairs of his D_ep~rtment for t~e year. Provided, howeve1·, 
that the Comnuss1on may require at any time each Depart
ment to render to the Commission a full report of all opera-
tions of said. Department. · 

REPORTS TO BE PUBLISHED . 

E}ection 6. The Commission shall provide for the publi
cation of the annual repo1't of the Mayor,. and the Superin
tendents of the several Depa1-tments, in the official news-
paper of the city. · 

CHAPTER VIII. 

LEGISLATIVE POWERS. 

LEGISLATIVE l?OWERS OF THE COMMISSION, 

. Section 1. The 9o!nm!ssion shar1 have f,ull power, sub
Ject only to the lun1tations hereln contained to make 
ordain, enact, estabJish, publish, alter! modify, amend, and 
repeal all such ordinances or resolutions as it shall deem 
necessar;v and expedient for the government and good order 
of the city; for tl:e suppression of vice and intemperance· 
f?r the prevention and punishment of crime; for the promo~ 
t10n of health; and for the general welfare of the city and 
of the inhabitants the1·eof, 
. It shall ~ave the pow.er and 1·ight to prescribe fines, pro

vide penalties and pumshments for the violation or breach 
of any of ,the provisio_ns of this Charte1·, or any ordinance 
or regulation of the City, not exceeding a fine of One Hun
dted J?ollars {$100) and costs of prosecution, or imJ?rison
m~ m ~ - ~~ M ~~~of ~b ~~ ~ 
a term not exceeding· ninety (90) days. 

It shall hav~ the 1·ight to provide for summary abate
ment of any nmsance at the expense of the person creating 
causing or maintaining such nuisance. · ' 

It shall have the power to enact appropriate legislation, 
and do and perform any and all other acts and things which 
may be necessary and prowr to carry out the general pow
ers of th~ City, or any of the provisfons of this Charter and 
to exercise all powers not in conflict with the Constitution 
of the State, with this <;Jharter, or with ordinances adopted 
by t!'ie people of the city; and the above enumeration of 
specific powers shall not oe held .. in any way to cut-tail or 
1·estr1ct any power which the .Commission might otherwise 
have under the Common law: · 

I~ shall have the power to provide suitable procedure for 
takmg over and otherwise acquiring municipal ownership of 
public utilities. 
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LEGISLATIVE POWERS OF THE PEOPLE. 

Section 2-. TI1e people. of the City of ~n?ka, reserve to 
themselves the right, subJect pnly to the lnmtations }lerem 
contained to act upon all ordinances of said City, and to 
submit td the Commission such ordinances as they deem 
necessary or expedient. 

INITIATIVE. 

Section 3 .. Any proposed or~n~nce of th~ yity <?f Anoka 
may be '.Submitted to the Comm1ss1on by petition s1g~ed by 
qualified elec,tors of the ,city equal in number to the per
centage heremafter reqmrecl 

The chapter of this Charter respecting the forms and 
conditions of a petition for the nomination of elective of
ficers, and the mode of verification. certification and filing 
shall be substantially followed, with such modifications as 
the nature of the case requires; provided, however, that no 
nerson shall be received as a petitioner until he shall have 
taken and subscribed an oath that he has read the proposE;d 
ordinnace, and knows the contents thereof, and. that. m his 
opinion the passage thereof will be fol' the general welfare 
and benefit of the city. 

. If the petition accompanying the prouosed ordinance be 
signed by electors equal in number to fifteen (15) pe_r cent 
of the entire vote registered at the last preceding general 
municipal election, and contain a request that said 01·dina~ce 
be submitted forthwith to a vote of the people at a special 
election, then the Commission shall either: 

(a) . Pass s11ch ordinance without alteration within twen
ty (20) days after the attachment of the Clerk's certificate 
of sufficiency to the accompanying petition, subjec~ to a 
referendary vote under the provisions of this chapter.; or 

(b) Within twenty-five (25) days after the Clerlf shall 
have attached to the petition accompanying such ordmance 
his certificate of sufficiency, the Commission shall proceed to 
call a specfal election at which such ordinance, without alter
ation, shall be submitted to a vote of the people. 

If the petition be signed by electors equal in num):>er _to 
five (5)i hut less than fifteen q5), per cent of.t~e entire 
vote registered at the last precedmg general mumc1paJ. el~c
tion, and such ordinance be not passed by the Com1f11ss1on 
a~ 1)l'ovided in the preceding paragraph, then said ordu~an.ce, 
without alteration, shall be submitted by the qopim1ss10n 
to a vote of the people at the next 1?:eneral mumcmal elec
tion that shall occur at al)y tiwe after twenty (?0). days 
from the date of the Clel'lc's certificate of suffic1en~y at
tached to the petition accompanying such ordinance, 

,:Whenever any ordinance or proposition is requir~d byt 
this chapter to be submitted to the voters of the ~ity a 
any election, the Commission shall order such ordmance 
o-p p1•oposition to he p1•inted in the official newspaper, of the 
city, and to be published in like manner as ordm!!nces 
adopted by the Commission are required to be published. 
Su.ch p-qblicatio)1 shall be prefaced by t~e statement th~t 
said ordmance 01· proposition is to be submitted to the voters 
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of the city at the next election, and shall give the date 
thereof. 

The ballots used when voting upon such proposed ordi
nance or p1•oposition shall contain the words "For the Ordi
nance (or proposition) (stating in full the title thereo.f, and 
stating the general nature of the proposed ordinance or 
proposition)," and ''Against the Ordinance (or proposition) 
(stating in full the title thereof, and stating the general 
nature of the proposed ordinance 01· proposition)." 

If a majority of the qua~ified electors voting on such 
proposed ordinance or proposition shall vote in favor there
of, said ordinance shall thereupon become a valid and bind
ing ordinance of the ,City on the official publication tliereof. 

Any number of proposed ordinances may be. voted upon 
at the same election in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. · 

The Commission may submit a proposition fo1· the repeal 
of any such ordinance, or for amendments thereto to be 
voted upon at any succeeding general municipal efection; 
and should such a proposition so submitted 1·eceive a ma
jority of the votes· cast thereon at such election, such ordi
nance shall be repealed or amended . accordingly. An ordi
nance proposed by petition, adopted by a vote of the people, 
cannot be repealed or amended except by a vote of the 
people. 

There shall not be held under this section more than one 
special election during a period of six ( 6) months. 

The Commission may, by ordinance or Tesolutiou, make 
such further regulations as may be necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this section, and to adapt the provisions 
of Chapter IV thereto. 

THE REFERENDUM. 

Section 4. No ordinance passed by the Commission shall 
go into effect before thirty (30) days from the time of its 
final passage, except when otherwise required by the Gen
eral Laws of the State, or by the provisions of this Charter, 
except ordinances for the immediate preservation of the 
public health, peace or safety, which contain a statement of 
their urgency, and are passed by a unanimous vote of the 
Commission; provided, that no grant or franchise shall be 
construed to lie an urgency measure, but all franchises shall 
be subject to the referendum vote herein provided for .. 

If, during the said thirty days, a petition signed by qual
ified electors of the ctiy equal in number to at least fifteen 
(15) per cent of the entire vote registered at the last pre
ceding general municipal election, protesting against the 
passage of said ordinance, be filed with the City Clerk, the 
same shall thereupon be suspended from going into opera
tion, and it shall be the duty o,f the Commission to recon
sider such ordinance, and if the same. be not entir~ly re
pealed, the Commission shall submit the ordinance in the 
manner provided by this chapter to a vote of the qualified 
electors of the city, either at the next general municipal 
election, or at a special election called for that purpose. 
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And such ordinance sp.all not go into effect or become opera
tive unless a majority of the qualified electors voting on 
the same shall vote in favor thereof. . 

The provisions of t~i!l Charter regarding the fo~Il}S ~nd 
conditions of the pet1t1011, and the mode of verification, 
ceitification and filing shall be substantially followed, with 
such modification as the nature of the case. require_; pr~
vided1 however, that no person shaII be received as a peti
tioner until he shall have taken and subscribed an oath that 
he has read the ordinance unde_r co,nsid~r1!tion, and kn~ws . 
the contents thereof, and that m his opm1on the adopt10n 
of such o:i:dinance would not be for the general benefit and 
welfare of the city. . . 

Any ordinance or mea~ure that the Comtn1~s1on, or the 
qualified electors of the c1ty1 shall have autho~·1ty to enact, 
the Commission may, of its own motion, subnut t? th'? e~e~
tors for adoption or rejection at a general or special mumc1-
pal election, in the same manner, and with the same force 
and effect, as is provided in this chapter for or1inances. or 
measures submitted .on petition. At .any special election 
.called under the provisions of this chapter, there shall be 
no bar to the submission of other questions to a vote of the 
electors in addition to the wdinance or measure herein pro• 
vided for; if, however, such other ~uestions are suc1t ~s may 
be legally submitted to such election. If the provIS1ons of 
two or more ordinances approved or adopted at the. s!,lme 
election conflict, then the measure receiving the highest 
affil'll!.iltive v<!te shall c_ontrol. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE COMMISSION, RULES OF PROCEDURE, ETC, 

THE COMMISSION THE GOVERNING BODY. 

Sectfon 1. The Commission sr.all be the governing body 
of the City. It shall exercise the corporate power of the

1 City, and, subject to the limitations of this Charter; shiiI 
be vested with all powers of legislation in municipal µffa1rs 
adequate to a complete system of local government, con
sistent with the Constitution of the State. 

The l\fayor shall be President of the Commission, and 
shall preside at i.ts llleetings. The Commission shall elect 
one of its members to be Vice President. 

MEETINGS OF COMMISSION. 

Section 2. The Commission shall provide for ~h~ ti!11e 
and place of holding its ineetings and the manner m which 
its special 1neetings may be called', · 

All legislative sessions of the Commission, whether regu
lar Ol' special, shall be open to the public. 

A majol'ity of the members of the Commission shall con
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS-AYES AND NOES. 

Section 3 .. The ayes and noes shall be taken upon the 
pas~ge of all ordinances and resolutions, ani ~ntered upon 
the Journal of the proceedings of the Comm1ss1on. 
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No ordinance or resolution shall be passed without re
ceiving the affirmative votes of at least three members of 
the Commission. 

Every ordinance or resolution, except an ordinance mak
ing appropriations, shall be confined to one subject, ·which 
shall be 9learly stated in the title; and every ordinance 
making appropriations shall be confined to the subject of 
appropriations. If any subject shall be embraced in an 
ordinance which shall not be expressed in its title, such 
ordinance shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall 
not be expressed in the title, 

ENACTING CLAUSE OF ORDINANCE. 

Section 4. The enacting clause of all ordinances passed 
by the Commission shall be in these words, "The Commis
s :on of the City of Anoka, do ordain as follows;" 

REQUIREMENTS OF ORDINANCE. 

Section 5. To constitute an ordinance a bill must re• 
.ceive two readings previous to its passage, but ,shpll p.ot. be 
1·ead at any other than regular sessions, nor twice at the 
same session. The second reading shall be. by sectiQnS, at 
which time amendments may be offered, but the reading of 
a section shall not preclude the offering of an amendment 
to a preceding one. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Section 6. When a bill is put upon its final passag_e, an:d. 
fails to pass, and a motion is made to reconsider, the vote 
upon such motion shall not be taken except at a meeting 
of the Commission held not less than one week after the 
meeting at which such motion was made. 

SIGNING AND ATTESTING. 

Section 7. AII resolutions and ordinances shall be signed 
by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 

ORDINANCE GRANTING FRANCHISE. 

Section 8. J\f o 01·dinance or resolution granting a fran
chise shall be put upon its final passage within thirty (30) 
days after its introduction, nor untiUt has been published 
at least once a week for three consecutive weeks in the 
official newspaper of~he city. 

RECORD OF CITY ORDINANCE. 

Section 9. A true copy of all ordinances and resolu
tions . signed by the Mayor and attested by the .City CJ erk 
sha1ltl,:ie numbered, indexed and recorded in a book marked 
"Ordinance Record." 

Ordinances adopted by a vote of: the people may be 
separately numbered, indexed and recorded, and called 
"People's Ordinances." 

Such records kept of the original ordinances shall be 
prima facia evidence of the contents of the 01·dinance, . and· 
of the due passage and publication of the sanie, and shall 
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be idmissibie as such in any court or proceedings. Noth
ing herein contained shall be construed tll prevent the proof 
of the pass~ge and publication of an ordinance i.,n the 
usual way; 

. MEMBERS PRESENT WHO FAIL TO VOTE,. 

Section 10, Any member of the Commission who, being 
present ,yfan hi~. name is called, ~ails to vote upon 4n;v of 
"the pendmg ordinances or resolutions, shall be countea. as 
having voted in the negative. · · · 

FRANCHISE GRANTED BY ORDINANCE. 

Section ti. · No franchise o:f right to occupy or use the 
streets; highways or public places of that city, sha.11 ·be 
granted; e:x:cept by ordinance, save temporary use of the 
parks or streets for picnics, public ;meetings, and th¢ like, 

_PUBLlOA:fION OF ORDINANCES. 

· Section 12. No ordinance or resolution passed by; the 
Commission shall become effective· until it lias been pub-
lished ~nee in the official newspaper of the city. . 

PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS OF MEETINGS. 

Section 18. ThE;i proceedings of each and every meeting 
of the Commission shall he published once in full in the 
,official newspaper of the city. 

Cf.lAPTER X. 

FINANCE 'AND TAXATION. 

FISCAL YEAR. 

Section 1. The fiscal year of the City shall con1mence 
on the first Monday after the first Tuesday of AP.l'il of 
each year. 

.DEBT ~OT TO BE INCURRED .OR CREDIT LOANED. 

Section.~: The debt o'f the City shall not be increased, 
ll.or ~nall any new bonds of the City be issued, except as 
herem provided: nor shall · the City !9an its credit, b.ecome a stockholder, or make contributions or donations to any 
person, company ..or corporatiop.

1 
except as herein p1·6vided, 

PROVISIONS TO BE MADE TO PAY BONDS, 

·· Se~tion• 8 •. The Commission is authorized to ·provide pY 
tdaxbatxon for the .prompt payment of interest. upon tpe Ill

.• e tedness, and for a fl.inking fund for the purpose 0£ µieet
-mg the bond~ of the City at maturity whether here.to.fore 
or hereafter 1ssued, 

1\fONEY~HOW PAID OUT-:--CITY ORDERS. ' 

' · Sect!on 4 ... !111 mon;ys belonging to the City, except ·as 
0therwise provided for in this Cha1•ter, shall be und~r the 
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control of the Commission, and shall be paid out only upon 
the order of the Mayor, countersigned by the City 'Clerk, 
duly authorized by a motion or resolution of the Commis
sion, by ·an affinnative vote of ayes and noes of three-fifths 
(3-5) of its members. . . . . 

The Commission may designate any bank or banks in the 
city of Anoka, on the terms prescribed by said Commission, 
a depository for all or any specified part of said funds i 
good and sufficient bonds being first required from saia. 
banks in favor of the City for the safe keeping and paying 
over of said funds. 

Every order drawn upon the treasury shall designate the 
purpose for which it is drawn, and the fund upon which 
it is drawn, and shall be payable only out of the fund named 
in the motion or resolution prov!ding for its payment~ . 

Each order shall be· payable to the order of tbe person 
in whose favor it is drawn, and may be t1·ansfe1Ted by en
dorsement; llO order on any :fun<;! shall be drawn until there 
is sufficient money to the credit of such fund to pay the 
same, together with all orders previously issued against such 
fund. · 

PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION. 

Section 5. All property in the· city of Anoka taxable 
under the laws of the State shall be subject to taxation for 
the support of the city government and the payment of its 
debts and liabilities, and the same shall be assessed· as pro
vided for by law, and this Charter: 

There shall be maintained in the city treasury the :follow
ing funds, and the Commi£sion, by a three-fifths vote of its 
~ember~ may levy an annual· tax upon all taxable pr9perty 
m the city for the support of such funds, and the purposes 
following, that is to say: ' 

First: An Interest Fund, for which there shall be levied 
a sum sufficient to provide for the payment of the interest 
to become due dm·ing the next fiscal year upon the indebted
ness of the City. Out of such fund, interest only shall be 
paid. . 

Second: A Sinking Fund, to provide for the pa:yment, 
when due, of bonds and other funded debt of the City. For 
maintenance of this Fund there shall be levied, if necessary, 
an annual tax of five (5) mills, or as much thereof as may 
be necessa1•y, on the dollar of the assessed valuation of all 
taxable property in the city. This fund shall be applied only 
to the payment of the principal of bonds issued by th~ City. 

Third: A Fire Department Fund; to provide for .the 
maintenance of the Fire Department; 

•Fourth: A Road and Bridge . Fund, to provide for the 
Engineering Department, the cleaning and repairing of 
streets, sewers, sidewalks, crosswalks and bridges, · 

Fifth: A Salary Fund, to provide for the payment of the 
salaries of the city officials, and clerk hire not otherwise 
provided for, but which may be authorized by law. 

•Sixth: A Library Fund, to p1·ovide for the support of 
the Public Library. 
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Seventh: A Cemetery Fund, to provide for the support 

of the city cemete1·y or cemet_eries. 
Eighth:·. A General Fund, to provide for all current and 

incidenta1 expenses of, and, judgments against, the City· not 
otr..e:rwjse provided for, and such other disbursements as may 
be authorized by law. There shall be paid into this fund all 
moneys received from any source save when received for a 
specific use and purpose. 

Ninth; A Permanent Improvement Revolving Fund, fo:r 
the purpose of providing money for paying for that portion 
of local improvement, under the provisions of this Charter, 
for . which assessments may be levied, but it. shall not be 
supported by taxation. There shall be paid into it all moneys 
received from any· special assessments levied under this 
Charter for local improvements, and also such amounts as 
may be realized from the sale of bonds, wa1Tants or certifi
cates, authorized therefor in this Charter. 

Tenth: · A Watel.' and Light Fund, to provide for the sup
port and maintennace of any plant owned or operated by 
the. City for furnishing to the City and its inhabitants water 
and light, and of paying the cost of the purchase, construc
tion, extension, operation, maintenance and repair or such 
water and light plant. 

This fund shall not be maintained by taxation, but there 
shall be paid into it all moneys derived from the sale of any 
property acquired for cir used in connection. with any water 
and light J)lant of the City; also the proceeds of all special 
assessments levied on account of or in connection with such 
water and light plant; also such amounts as may from time 
to time be realized from the sale of bonds issued on account 
of sue~ plant_; also aU moneys received from the sale of such 
p1ant, mclud1ng water and light rentals and penalties. 

Any surplus in the Water and Light Fund in excess of 
~he sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) may be paid 
into any of the other funds hereinbefore mentioned in such 
Proportions and in such amounts as the commission may 
from time to time determine except that no more than Five 
Thou~and Dollars ($5,000.00) shall be paid into the general 
fund many one (1) fiscal year. 

Eleventh: A .Water and Light Sinking Fund, to provide 
for a water and light system. There shall be set aside each 
year from the surplus of the water and light earnings at 
least the sum, of 'l?hree Thousand Dollars ($3,000), _to the 
Wate:r and ,Llght Sinking Fund until the sum heremafter 
~entioned 1s 1:eached. This fund shall never at any one 
time. exce.ed the sum of Forty Tcousand Dollars ($40,-
000,90), and any surplus in the way of interest or other 
earnings ~hereon shall be paid and distributed in the s!lme 
!"anner.with the same restrictions as hereinbefore providi:d 
m rel!itlon to the surplus of the water and light fund. Said 
fund ~s to be used for pe1·manent imnrovements of the water 
an~ _light system, replacements in case of emergency or ac
qumng a new plant. In event all or any part of such f~nd 
be ~sed.for. the P\ll'poses aforesaid, such fam~ shall be reim
bursed m h½e manner as hereinbefore provided out of the 
survlus earnings of the water and light system. 
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Provided,. that nothing hel'ein contained sl1all p1•event the 
Commission from borrowing from the General Fund to aid 
and help any other fund at such time as in its judgment 
public necessities require, but the Conunission shall have no 
1iower to borrow trom any fund except the Gene:i:al Fund. 
If any sum is borrowed !rom the General Fund as afore
said, it shall be returned not later than during the next 
fiscal year. 

Moneys, (1) in the city treasury at the time this Charter 
goes into effect, (2) to be collected from taxes levied before 
this Charter goes into effect, .shall so far as p:racticable be 
divided among the severa1 funds hereby established, and 
where such s11 bdivision is not practicable, shall be kept in 
the General Fund .. The' Commission, oy resolution, shall 
prov!cte ior such subdivision in accordance with the direc-
tions herein contained. ., 

From the General Fund the' Co111mismon may, in every 
year, by resolution, appropriate a' sum not to exceed Two 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250) for contingent expense 
incurred, or to be incurred, by the Mayor in the detection 
and prevention of crime in the city. 

SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS; 

Section 5. The Mayor, the Superintendent of the De
partment of Accou,p.J;s and Finance, and the City Clerk, 
shall constitute a Board of Sinking Fund Commissioners, 
and the Commission may, by resolution, define such duties 
for such Board as are not herein prescribed. Said Com.mis
sioners shall have charge of the Sinldng Fund, and shall, 
by and with the consent of the Commission invest the same 
in b<;mds or other obligations of the City issued pursuant to 
this Charter, or in: such other bonds as are permitted ];Jy law 
for the investment of t}le public school funds :for the State 
of Minnesota, or in any cov.nty or school bonds of this state. 
In case of investment in the bonds or other obligations of 
the City, the same shall not be cancelled, except when 
authorized by the Commission, but shall be held in the Sink-
ing Fund. -

. Whenever any bonds of the City become due, and the said 
Commissione:es sl1all, with. the consent of the Commission, 

,,riispose of enough of the bonds then in the Sinking Fund, 
if any, as will, with the money then on hand, be sufficient 
to pay such maturing bonds, and the said Commissioners, 
by and with the consent or the Commission, may dispose of 
any bonds in said fund at such; other time as is deemed for 
the best interest of said fund. 

'Whenevel' the amount of such Sinking Fund, together with 
the interest. thereon, computed to the time of maturity of 
the city bonds, is sufficient to pay all of said bonds, the 

•l~vy of five mills herein before provided for may be omitted 
aird the money otherwise voted to this fund may be diverted 
to other funds; but ·whenever said fund shall, in the judg
ment of the Commission, be insufficient to pay said bonds 
at maturity, such tax may be resumed. 

Said Commissioners shall make a detailed report to the 
C0111ntission at the first meeting in July of each year, and 
at such other times as the Commission may require, and 
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said reports ~all show the condition of said Sinking Fund, 
the nature and value of all the securities thereunto belong-
ing, mth a fl:111 description of said securities. · 

Any taxpayer, or any of the owners of bonds of the City, 
shall have the l'ight to maintain in a court of competent 
jurisdicti11n any proper action or proceeding to enforce upon 
th!) part ?f the Coml!l!ssion, or ~aid C?m111issionerst com
phance with the provisions of this sectron, Whenever, at 
the maturity of any bonds of the City, said Sinking Fund 
shali not have money sufficient to pay the bonds so matur
ing, and whenever the Commission shall deem it advisable 
fo take up any bonds not due, the Commission may issue 
othet. bonds c;if the City, to run not exceeding twenty years, 
on such terms ai:i to time and nlace of payment and rate of 
interest .as may be deemed advisable, and in such amount 
as may be necessary to meet such deficiency, and to take 
up and refund such bonds if: not due. 

POWER TO B0:8.ROW MONEY OR INCUR DE~T. 

Section 7. · The City may issue bonds, by resolution, as 
follpws: . 
, 1 .. ~odhe_purp~se of constructing, maintaining, e_nlarg. 
mg or 1mprovmg suitable water and light plants, or for the 
pu1·pose ,o,f ,Purchasing any such plant already in exi~tence 
m the city, or for the purpose of acquiring real est~te or 

.. other Pr?Perty neededin connE;ction with any such pl~nt; 
·· and".such) bonds shall be a first hen upon all water and llg~t 

plants and lltructures o:f any kind, if issued for both, and if 
for 0n;e.on1y, upon the appliance and structures thereof. of 
any kind, and all property acquired :for use in connection 
therewith. · ·· 

·. 2. For the puxpose of raising not to exceed Fifteen 

.RT. housa_nd Dpllars ($16,000) for a Permanent Improvement 
evo.Ivmg Fund provid!!d for in this Charter, in order to 

prodvide money for any contemplated local improvement, 
an s_uch bond.s shall constitute a first lien upon all such 
locdal improvements and upon the prope1'ty benefited thereby 
an to be assessed therefor. 
i ~- For 4efraying the cost of making local improv~ments • 
e~ intersectioni;; of streets, aUeys, and in front of property 

emaptb by. hlaw fr<rm special assessments and property owne y t e City. - · · ' 
• 4• . For defr!)yjng the cost of establishing and maint?ini~f a _general system of sewers . and of maintaining, altermg, 
e ;;vmg and extending the e~isting sewer system. 

bondelgr the purpose of naying, funding, or refunding an,Y 
Chart mdeb;edness of the City existing at. the time this 
ized her go.es mto effect, or created at any time as authgr
certifllat~~Is Chthrter, the City, by resolution, may iss1;1e, its 
tion of or O er evidences of indebtedness in a11~1c1pa
of the t~ny b~axes or assessments levied upon any p_ortz?n 
Such 1, · xa. e Property of the city, as provide<J herein, 
provid;

8fi!t1oti for the issuance of bonds o:r <_!erqficatesf 1hy 
City O th e same shall be general obhgations o ii 
be a :bl at they will not. be general obligatio11s, but sha 
He~ Keld'b~~thof0~ny specified taxes, ass~ssmerts1 fu11tdhs, /{. 

· " .· .e ity, or may limit the City's bab1hty e 
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on in any other manner, or may guarantee that th~ City 
shall pay the same; provided, that the bonds issued ~nde1 
suclL sub-divisions one, two, three and four above mentioned 
shall be general obligations of the City. 

The City shall have authority to p1·otect itself. by ~cquir
ing title to any property Gubject to speci~l assessm~nt for 
local improvements, and shall have authority, py ordmance, 
to assign and con~ey any :i:iroperty so acquired,, whether 
proceedings to acqmre such title have been had prror to the 
time of the going into effect f)f this Charter or. thereaft~r; 
· and shall have the power in like munner to assign any hen 
or right of action held by the City on acco_unt thereof, or 
arising out of any such assessments as security for the pay
ment of any bonds, certificate~ of i~debt~dness,. or other 
evidences o:l'. indebtedness mentioned m this section, or to 
:provide that such _bonds, re1;tificates or other evidences of 
indebtedness mentroned herem may be collected out of any 
such property, liens or rights o:f action. . 

No bonds shall be issued. unless the issuance thereof 1s 
authorized by a resolution or ordinance passed ~y. a four
fifths ( 4-5) vote of all the members of the Comnpss1on. 

. The debt of the City shall not exceed five (5) per cent 
of the total value of the taxable property of the city accord
ing to the last preceding aesessment :for the purpose of pax
ation; provided that bonds may be issued as above provided 
in sub-divisions 1, 2, 3 and 4, but the total amount ot s1;1ch 
bonds, when added to the other indebtedness of the. C1~y, 
shall not exceed ten (10) per cent of the total value of its 
taxable prope1'ty as above provided, Jor fundiJ!g the City,:'.s 
bonded indebtedness, whenever required; pro_v1de,d, t~at, m 
detel'mining the City's debt limit, the amount m the Smk!ng 
Fund shall be deducted ftom the total of the outstandmg 
bonds· and provided further, that certificates. of indebted
ness against taxes levied and assessed may be issued as here
inafter provided. 

Bonds warrants ce1·tificates, and other evidences of 
indebted~ess of the' City authorized by this Charter., shall 
in no event bear a gre~ter l'ate of interest than six (6) 
per cent per annum, and svall in no event be sold for less 
than the par value thereof. 

DEPARTl\fENTAL ESTIMATES. 

Section 8. On or before the first Monday in September 
of each year, or on such date as may be iixed by the Com
mission the heads of departments, officers a11d boards shall 
nle with the Commission of Accounts and ~m~nce. a car~
ful estimate in writing of the amounts, spec1fymg m detail 
the object thereof, required for the business and pro~er 
conduct of their respective depa1-tments, offices or boards 
during the next ensuing year. 

ANNUAL ESTIMATE. 

Section 9, On or before the first Mon.day in Octob.er in 
each year, . 01· on such date as the C~numss1on shall d1!ect, 
the Commissioner of Accounts and Fmance shall sub11nt to 
the Commission an estimate of the probapl~ expend1tures 
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of the city for the next ensuing fiscal y , · d • 
each deparb_nent, oflice and boiu:d, with a~aisi°n ra1 fhor. 
amount of mcome from fines license · a d · Jma e O t e 

I
tba,ndtaxadtion,.and the probablJ amoun/to be 1~J~~~~sd ~th

br 
evie an raised by taxation to defra th O e 

liabilities of the City. . S_aid estimate siiall te e;%,a,nses aJ'!-d 
two parts, the. first o:I; which .shall relate to the ord' e out m 
P~1!S~l\ of mamtenance and shall be divided · t tnary ebx-
dms10ns, (1) Salaries and (2) s r dm O ~vo su - • 
iecond part shall re1!1te to Capit~f p O~tla;, ::s:;r~1J~: 

ead shall be put all 1tems of new construction ne · 
~ent, and all other permanent improvements ' In w e;;m,t 
~mg sai\ estJmate, said Commissioner shall pre~ent w~th ~~1 -
~ipih! ti:;g thJ- amount of the annual estimate f~r e~ct 
and spent by {t~e cWff lu~~~~ :~~ht;;; s!rct;~!rs~ppropriated 

ANNUAL BUDGET. 
Section 10. The Co · · h to the time f . fi · hmisswn s all meet annually, prior 

the estimated o:m xmg t e ~ax lexy, and make a budget of 
ducting the busi:e~~t~iWUlc~td tof patyl the expense~ o;f con
year. e i Y or 1e next ensmng fiscal 

. ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
Section 11. Upon h b d . Commission c$hall a sue .· u. get as adopted and :filed, the 

than the 15th dai 
0
3./ dnt obrdm~mce or resolution, not later 

entitled "Th A • c O er !n .each year, which shall be 
"it shall appi~pr~i!a!u~propriatf10n Resolutio.n,'' in which 
necessary to defra 1 sums o money as 1t may deem 
and such resolutio~ aJ fixpens~s and lia~ilities of the City; 
for which such appr~p!i t~pecify the obJects and purposes 
appropriated fo; each b' iotns adre made, and the amou!1ts 
fiscal year, · 0 Jee an purpose, for the ensumg 

The Citv . Clerk sh 11 th· , , the County Auditor a eieupon certify the total levy to 
provided by the laws fii tthhe levy and extension thereof, as 

. e state. 

~O LIABILITY WITHOUT APPROPRIATION. 
Section 12, Except h . • · 

vided, t~e expenditure as f fhem !)th~wise specifically pro
not be mcreased ov s O e City m any one year shall 
the Annual Ap ro /r. and above. the amount provided in 
contract involvi~g !;;t10J\Resolut1,on for that year; &nd no 
in_iprovement pidd out ei;} Ihures, and no expe_nditure for any 
City, or for defra • 0 e general or special funds of the 
City, shall exceed ~nng the expenses and liabilities of the 
priated and set any one year the amount so appro
tained for usecfpart, but the several funds shall be main
specified i~ the ap~~d d!)19ted to the particular purposes 

It shall . t b . opna wn, . 
City to in:ir 

0
; !awful for any department or officer of the 

behalf of the Cit ontract any expense or liability for or on 
been made thereforuile~h such an _ap_Propriation shall l1ave 
pense or contract sh I{b e Commiss10n, and any such ex-

a e absolutely null and void as to the 

L 

27 

City; provided, first, that notlling herein contained shall 
prevent the Commission trom providing :for the payn1ent of 
any expen_se, the necesstiy for which is caused by any cas
ualty, accident ,01·. unforseen contingency arising· afte1· the 
an.nual e;ppropnation; and, second,. t~at the provisions of 
th1s section shall not apply to or hm1t the authority con
ferred in relation to bonded indebtedness, nor for moneys 
to be collected by special assessments for local improve
ments. 
SEPARATE ACCOUN'l' TO BE KEPT FOR EACH FUND. 

Section 13. The City Clerk and the Treasurer shall 
each, as soon a~ th.e tax estimate is made .. f(!r each year, 
oven and keep m his books separate and d1stmct accounts 
for each of the several divisions of taxes shown in the tax 
estimate of the then current year; and in making any tax 
estimate for expenditures, and in making any levy, the 
Commission shall itemize the sa111e so as to show separately 
the amount to be collected from taxes for each fund, as said 
funds are designated in section 5 of this Chapter. 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep a complete, 
accurate and separate account of each and all of the sep
arate funds embl'aced in section 5 of this Chapter, which 
shall accurately show at all times the amount of money 
received by him for the c1•edit of such funds, and whence 
received, . and the amount of money paid out by him on 
account thereof, and to whom and for what purpose paid 
out. 

The Treasurer sha11 also keep a separate and distinct ac-
count of moneys received or to be received for each local 
hnp:rovement for which an assessment is made, and when 
any money is collected by him from the County Treasurer, 
or any other source, on account of any such assessment, it 
shall be his duty to credit the same to its separate assess
ment account. Whenever the County Treasurer shall pay 
over to the City Treasurer any taxes belonging to said City, 
and co1lected under any levy, and whenever any moi1ey is 
received by the City Treasurer from the sale of certificates 
of indebtedness disposed of in anticipation of the collection 
of a tax based on a tax estimate, the City Treasurer shall 
credit each o:f' the respective funds and accounts with its 
proportionate amount of receipts according to the tax esti
mate of the fiscal year for which such estimate is made. 
The money collected on account of assessments shall not 
be paid out by the Treasurer except in payment of assess
ment work. The money received from the sales of certifi
cates of indebtedness based on a tax estimate, and . the 
money received from the County Treasurer on a tax levy 
based on such estimate, shall be used and applied only to 
defray the expenditUl'es, together with the arrearages due 
and unpaid for, the specific object for wr.ich said estimate 
was made and said taxes were levied. 
DISTRIBUTION OF MONEYS RECEIVED FROM TAXES. 

Section 14. After the accounts are opened in the books, 
as hereinbefore provided, any moneys thel'eafter received 
by the City from the collection of delinquent taxes shall 
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be forthwith distributed to the funds provided for herein 

_ so far as such funds co_rrespond to the funds named in the 
particular tax levy on wbich said delinquent taxes are col
lected; and so far as they do not corresriond, the delinquent 
taxes collected shall be credited to .the (ieneral Fund: The 
surplus of any year's receipts over expenditures in any 
particular fund may be carried forward to the same fund 
tor the succeeding year, · 

TAX CERTIFICATES. 

• Section. 15., At any time aftei: the annual tax Jeyy has 
. been certified to the County Auditor, and not earlier than 
Qctober 10th in any year, the 9oJ?'missi~n may, by re~olu
hon passed by a four-fifths maJority of its members, issue 
and sell as many certificates of indebtedness as are needed 
in anticipation of tl1e collection of the taxes so levied as 
aforesai~ for any spec~al fund named in said tax estimate, 
for the :purpose of ra1S1ng money for such special fund; 
but no certificates shall be issued for any of said separate 
funds exteeding fifty per cent of the amount named in said 
tax estimate. to be collected for the use and benefit of said 
fund; and no certificate shall be issued to become due and 
payable late1• than December 31st of the year succeeding 
the Year in which said tax estimate, certified to the County 
Auditor as aforesaid, was made. Said certificate shall not 
be sold for less tha;n_ par value and accrued interest, and 
shall not bear .a great~r rate of interest than six pe.r cent 
p~r annum; each certificate shall state upon its face for 
which fund the proceeds of said certificate shall be used, 
and .for the whole amount embraced in said tax estimate 
for t~at particular purpose. They shall be ·numbered con
secutively, and be in denominations of Fifty Dollars 
($50.00), or a multiple thereof, and may have interest 
coupons attached, and shall be otherwise of such form and 
terms1 ap.d be payable at such place, as will best aid in their 
negotrntion; and the proceeds of the tax assessed and col
lected as aforesaid on account of said fund and the faith 

d
and c~edit of the Ci_ty, are irrevocably pledged for the re
emption of the certificates so issued. 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. 

Section 16. The Commission shall constitute the Board 
.of Equalization, and shall be sworn according to J~w as 
such, and shall meet at its regular place of meeting on the 
fou~t!J Monday in June of each year, and shall continue in 
sMession n?t later than t}l_e Friday next precedil:W the second 

onday m Julh to review, amend and equahze the woJ1k 
0
8
f the City Assessor, .pursuant to the General Laws of the 
tate. 

. Said Bo11rd shall ~lect- a secretary, who shall k,eep a 
record of its proceedmgs and it is hereby vested with all 
of the powers which are' or may be vested in the County f oard of Equalization under the General Laws of the ·state, 

udt s~all npt be restricted by any limitations in 1·esP.ect to 
re ucmg the aggregate sum of real and personal property 
as returned by the Assessor of the City. 

29 

WHO MAY APPEAR BEFORE BOARD. 

Section 17, Every person aggrieved by an assessment 
shall have ·the right to appe-~,: in person or by attorn~y be
fore such Board, and present his grievance fo1· its consid~ 
eration. 

REVISION AND CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT 
ROLL 

Section 18. The City Assesso1· shall revise his assess
ment rolls in accordance with the decision. of said Board, 
and after the same shaU have been certified by the_ Mayor 
and the sec1·etary of said Board, shall transmit to the County 
Auditor such revised assessment rolls not late1· than the 
second Monday in July, and unless otherwise provided, the 
Assessor shall proceed under the General Laws of the State. 

DISPOSITION OF MONEYS COLLECTED. 

Section 19. Every officer collecting or receiving moneys 
belonging to or for the use of the City shall settle for the 
same with the City Treasurer on or be!ore the last 9ay of 
each month, or at such more frequent mtervals as directed 
by the Commission, and immedaitely pay all such mon~ys 
into the Treasury for the benefits of the funds to which 
such moneys severally belong. When t~e last day _of the 
month falls upon a Sunday or a legal lwhday, the said pay
ments shall lie made on the next prec~ding business day. 

UNIFORM ACCOUNTS AND REPOR:S. 

Section 20. The Commission shall prescribe uniform 
accounts which shall be observed by all officers and d,epart
ments of the City which receive or disburse money. 

CHAPTER XI. 

EMINENT DOMAIN. 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. ASSESSMENTS. 

SUB-CHAPTER I. 

EMINENT DOMAIN. PART I. 

GRANT OF POWERS. CITY MAY ACQUIRE PROPERTY. 

Section 1. The City of ~nol~a is hereby 1:mpowe1·ed to 
· take or acquire, by proceedmgs m conde~miat~on1 such :i:eal 
estate, or any interest or easement there1~, withm or w1tl_l
out its limits, as may be needed by"Said City for any pubhc 
use or purpose. 

NECESSITY FOR TAKING TO BE DECLARED BY 
_ RESOLUTION . 

Section 2. The necessity fqr the taking of ~n~ prope!tY 
shall be determined by resolution of the. Comm1ss1on, ~vh1ch 
resolution shall in a general way, describe the property so 
needed and ord~r its condemnation. The fact that thet propd 
erty so needed by the City, damaged, injured, or des. roye 
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b ·t has been acquired by the owner under eminent do
Y : ' · or is already devoted to publi<; 1;1se, will not p:i,·event 

it:1~~quisitio:n br the City, or other mJury thereto. 

· PROPERTY MAY BE ACQUIRED OTHERWISE THAN 
. UNDER EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Section 3. The City may acquire any real est3:te, or in
t or easement therein, needed for any publJC use ,or 

. ~~::ose within or without its limits by pur9hase, gift, devise 
· or otherwise, 

COST OF IMPROVEMENTS. 

Section 4. The Commission may, by a four-fifths vote 
of all its members, order that thei cos~ or expense o~ /~ 
or any part of any improvement m this chapter prov1 e d 
shall. be paid· out of the appropriate fund or general fun . 
of the. city without assessment against the p1•operty bene-
fited, 

. 
PART U. 

PROCEDURE WHERE THERE MAY BE AN ASSESS
MENT FOR BENEFITS. COMMISSIO!f TO D1j1TER
MINE THE NATURE AND EXTENT QF THE IM-
PROVEMENTS. 

Section 1. When the Commission sha}l, . by resoluti0f; 
declare that for any public improvement 1t 1s necessary . 
take damljge injure or destroy any private P.roper_ty, or 
prop'erty devdted to ;, public use, it shall deternnne, b~ reso
lution, i'n a general way, the nature and extent of the pro
posed improvement. 

CITY ENGINEER TO BE NOTIFIED TO MAKE :PLAT, 

. Sectio~ 2. The Commissi~n spall thereup?n notijy 5~~ii 
City. Engmeer of such determmat1on,· and the:reupot 1f the 
be the duty of the Engineer to make and presen, 0 _ 
Commission a plat and survey of such proposed impr~:e 
ment; showing the nature, course and extent of t~e -~red, 
and the. property. necessary to be taken, dama15ed, mJname · 
or destroyed, or benefited thereby, toget~er ~ttr~~Jty as 
of the owner or .owners of each parcel O ~al . th office 
the same appears by the last asses~ment , 118f 1~ ~ situ
of t)le Auditor of the county in which said an s. a;e n to
ated at the date of said resolution o:t the Comnus~~o e~ to 
gether with such other statements as may be pr Ph ro
explain such survey and the nature and extent of SUC. P 
posed improvement. . tel the 

Such plat and survey shall show approx!ma , yto be 
amount of lands belonging to, each owner :"hlc~ 1!nd the 
benefited, taken, damaged, inJured or deStitoyebd' modified, 
Commission may cause such plat or sm:vey O e 
amended or changed. 
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COMMISSION TO ADOPT PLAT, ORDER IMPROVE
MENT, AND GIVE NO,TICE. 

Section 3. When such plat or survey shall finally 
describe the prop·osed improvement to the satisfaction of 
the Commission, it shall, by resolution, adopt the same and 
order the making of the improvement. The Commission 
shall then give fifteen days notice, by one publication in 
the official newspaper of the City, of the time and place 
when it will meet to make an award of damages or assess
ment of benefits, or an awa1·d of damages and assesEiments 
of benefits as the case may be, in which notice it shall 
describe the land or :i:roperty to be condemned by general 
description, and shall specify what such assessments, if 
any, are to be for, and, in a general way what property will 
be assessed therefor. 
· It shall cause a copy of such notice to be served in the 
same manner in which a summons is served in a civil action 
in the District Court upon all parties interested in the land 
to be condemned or benefited as appears by the last assess
ment list in the office of· the Auditor of the county in which 
the land . is situate, who can be found in said county, and 
also. upon all persons occupying said lands, or any part 
thereof, and shall mail a copy of such notice to all non
residents of said county appearing to be interested in said 
land, addressed to the last known post office address of said 
non-resident, and if such address is unknown to the· Com
mission, such notice shall be addressed_ to such persons at 
Anoka, Minnesota. Proof of service and mailing of such 
notice shall be made by the affidavit of the person serving 
or mailing the same, which shall state the time, place, and 
manner of serving or ~mailing the same, and how each notice 
so mailed was addressed, and such affidavit shall be filed and 
preserved in the office of the City Clerk. 

H:EARING. 

Section 4. AU parties interested in any property so to 
be condemned, or in any real estate to be assessed for such 
improvement, may be present and heai· and adduce evidence, 
as may the City Attorney, before said Commission at such 
hearing. 

DAMAGES. HOW AWARDED. INTEREST. 

Section 5. The Commission, in making such assessment, 
shall determine and appraise to the owner or owners the 
value of the real estate taken, damaged, injured or de
stroyed for the improvement, and the damages arising to 
them respectively from the condemnation thereof, which 
shall be awarded to such owners respectively as damages, 
after making due allowance therefrom for any benefit which 
such owne1·s may respectively derive from such improve
ment. 

And said sum so awarded as damages shall bear interest 
at the rate of six per cent per annum from and aft.er the 
date of the confirmation of assessment thetefor, as herein-

-after ptovi'd·ed,· until paid, 
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PAMAGES IN. EXCESS OF BENEFITS. 

Section 6. If the damages to any person shall be greater 
than the benefits received, or if the benefits be greater 
than the · damages, the Commission shall strike a balance 
and carry the difference forward to anothE;r column, .s.o ~hat 
the assessl}lent may show what amount is to be re~e1ved 
or paid by such owners respectively, and the difl'E;renc~ only 
shall in any case be collectable from them or paid to them. 

APPR,AISEMENT WHERE THERE ARE BUILDINGS ON 
. THE LAND. 

Section 7, In case there are buildings or improvements 
1,1pon any land proposed to be taken in such proceedi~gs, 
the award shall he for the damages to the land and nn
pl,'ovements separately. 

The value of such buildings or improvements, or th.e part 
thereof necessary to be taken, to tlie owner in case of 1·e
moval, shall also be d!=!ter}11ined by J?aid. Commis~io!}, and 
notice of such deternunation shall be given by it to the 
owner, when known, if a resident of the city, personaJiy, or 
be left at his last usual place of ab.ode with some person of 
suitable J!ge and discretion then restding therein. . Jf the 
owner is not known, or is a non-resident of the city, ten 
days notice, by one publication in the official newspaper oi 
the city, to all pel'sons inte1·ested shaU be given, which. shall. 
be sufficient notice to such owner. · 

Such owner may, at any time within ten days afte; such 
notice, notify in· writing the Commission of his election to 
take such buildings or improvements, or such part thereofh, 
at its appraised value, and in such case the amount of sue 
appraisal shall be deducted by the Commission froJn thde 
estimated damages for the building or impl'ovement, an 
the owner shall have such reasonable time for the re:11oval 
of such building or improvement, after the confirmation of 
the assessment, as the Commission may allow. 

If the owner shall 1·efuse to take the building or improye• 
ment at such anpraisal or fail to give notice o:f his elect!oll 
as aforesaid within th~ time_ prescribed, then no_ de~uctiond 
shall be made from the estunated damages afotesa1c;l, an 
the Commission shall, after t~e confirmation of the asse~s: 
ment and after the money is m the 11ands of the Treasurer 
1·eady to be paid to the owner for his damages, proceed to 
sell such building or improvement, or part thereof, at pub· 
lie auction for cash, . giving ten days notice of sale b.Y ?ne 
publication in the official newspaper, and cause such bufg
ing or improvement, or part thereof,, to be ren:ioved. e 
proceeds of such sale shall be paid mto the city treasury 
to the credit of the fund chargeable with such improvement. 

JOINT OWNERS. LAND SUBJECT TO LEASJ]l, 

Section 8. If the land .and buildings belong to different 
persons, or if the land is subject to lease, the damage(l done 
to such persona respectively may be awarded to them b[ 
the Commission,'1ess the benefits resulting to them respec • 
ively from the improvement. 
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DAMAGES, ETC., TO BE ASSESSED UPON REAL 

ESTATE BENEFITED. 

Section .9. :s;aving ascertained the damages and ex
penses o~ such unprov;ement as aforesaid, the Commission 
shall thex,eupon appo.rtion and assess the same except such 
a_r11011;nt, if any, as has been appropriated by \he Commis
sion m payment of the same, togethel' with the costs of the 
proceedmgs, upon, the real est~te and property it deems 
bene~ted by such improvement m propol'tion to such bene
fits, 1f anr be assessable therefor, but in no case shall the 
amount of such assessment exceed the actual benefit to the 
lot or parcel so assessed. 

ASSESSMENT ROLL. 

Se<;tio,n 10. The assessment 1·011 shall contain, a brief 
desCl'lption of each tract 01· parcel or property taken, injured 
or assessed, the name or names of the owners thereof as 
far as known to the Commission, or if· unknown shali so 
state, and the amimnt of damages awarded, and benefits, if 
any, as:;essed agamst each parcel of property. The assess
ment roll shall show both the total damages awarded and 
the total benefits assessed, if any, If the whole amount of 
such compensation and damages awarded together with the 
costs of the p1·oc~edings, shall exceed th~ actual beMfit to 
the property subJect to assessment,· the Commission shall 
so state ?TI such assessment roll, .an,d shall specify the 
amount of such excess. The Commission shall also notice 
on the assessment roll the total amount included in the 
assessment to cover the expense of the pl'oceedings. 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT ROLL. 

Section 11. When completed, the Commission shall cause 
to ~e given ten days notice, by one publication in the 
official newspaper of the city, to the effect that such assess
ment has been completed, and that at a time and- place 
therein specified it will hear objections thereto and that all 
such objections must be filed in writing with the City Clerk 
at least one day prior to the tin1e so specified and that 
unless sufficient cause is shown to the contrary' the same 
will be confirmed. ' 

Said notice shall contain a copy of the assessment roll 
as completed. 

OBJECTION. HOW MADE. 

. Section 12, All objections shall be in writing, and filed 
w1tJ,. the City Clerk at least one day prior to the time spec
ified· in said notice. 

Provided, that said Commission may, in its discretion, 
allow any person interested who has inadvertently omitted 
to file his objections as aforesaid, to do so at the time fixed 
for the hearing of said objections name9- in said notice. 

ADJOURNMENT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Section 13. Should the Commissioners not be present at 

the time and place appointed, the proce~qings 1nay be ad-

L 
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journed by the City Clerk to such other convenient time 
and place as may be deemed expedient. 

NEW NOTICE MAY BE GIVEN .• 

Section 14. Nothing herein contained shall preclude the 
Commission from causing a new notice as aforesaid to be 

. given, specifying a time and place at which it will hear 
objections to said assessment, in case the ""l'evious notice 
shall be foundimperfect, or in case o:f the absence of the 
Commission; or for any other reason which shall be satis• 
factory to the Com.mission :for so doing. 

COMMISSION TO HA VE POWER TO ADJOURN 
HEARING AND REVISE ASSESSMENT. 

Section 15, The Commission shall have the power to 
adjourn Ml.Ch hearing from time to time, and in its discre
tion to revise and correct the said assessment, and to con
firm or set aside the same, and proceed to make an assess
ment de novo. 

The assessment, when confirmed. shall be corrected to 
conform with such confirmation, and shall be final anfl con
clusive upon all persons interested therein and not appeal
ing therefrom. 

PROCEDURE AFTER CONFIRMATION OF 
ASSESSMEN1, 

Section 16. When said assessment is confirmed, it, to• 
gether with all affidavits of 1mblication and service of notic!ls 
connected therewith, shall be entered upon a book kept for 
that. purpose by the Commission. A warrant for the collec-

' tion of said assessment shall fasue as provided in this Chap• 
ter in case of other assessments, except said assessments 
shall not be payable in installments. 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF ASSESS:M:ENTS. 

Section 17. As soon as practicable after an assessment 
of damages. and benefits has been confirmed, the Commis
sion shall cause a brief notice by one publication of t~e 
fact of such confir1nation, to 'be published in the official 
newspaJ)er of the city. 

RE-ASSESSMENT. 

Section 18. If the assessment shall be set aside J;>y the 
9oIJ.m~is~ion as aforesaid, or by the Coui:t, for any cause, 
Jurisdictional or otherwise, the Commiss10n shall proce~d 
qe novo to make a new assessment and shall pro~eed m 
li_ke manner and give like notice as herein required }TI rela
twn to the first assessment and all persons in mterest 
shaU have like rights and the said Commission shall per
form like duties and' have like powers in 1·elation ~o anY 
subsequent asses'!,ment as are herein given in relati_on to 
the first assessment· provided however . that then if the 
assessment of damages or ben~fits as to 'any parcel· or par
cels of land shall not be appealed from, or said. assessment 
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thereupon shall have been paid, there sr.all be no re•assess
ment thereof. As often as an assessment against any. piece 
or parcel of real estate assessed for any local improvement 
is set a!>id!'!, the same shall be re-asse~sed until sa}d property 
has paid its share of benefits accrumg from said improve
ment. 

APPEAL TO THE DISTRICT COURT. 

Section 19. Any person interested in any property tak_en 
or damaged in these proceedings may· appeal to the District 
Court of Anoka County from an award of damage!'! or ~n 
assessme>.,1tt of benefits, in the same manner as prov1!'1ed m 
this Chapter, 

Thereupon the Commission shall forthwith transmit to 
the Clerk of said Court a duly certified copy of all papers 
and recol'ds in its office pertaining to such proceeding_s, and 
if more than one appeal is made, it shall not be necessary 
to transmit more than one copy. 

PART III. 

WHERE THERE CAN BE NO ASSESSMENT FOR 
BENEFITS. PROCEDURE, 

Section 1. Whenever in the condemnation of any prop
erty as set forth in this Chapter in case of other assess
ments where there can be no assessment for benefits, .hap 
of the' proceedings required to be had under· Part. II of t is 
Sub-Chapter shall be had under Part III hereof where there 
can be no assessment for benefits, except that the Com
mission in the latter case shall in no. e_vent makE;J any assess
ment for benefits. And all the provmons of said Part II of 
this Sub-Chapter shall, so far as applicable, apply to !!nd be 
in force hereunder in Part III hereof, to condemn property 
where there can be no assessment for benefits, 

EFFECT OF A WARD. 

Section 2. Wheneve1· an award of dainages shall. be 
made confirmed, and not appealed from, m any proceed
ing f~r the taking of prope1·ty under this Chapter, or when
even the Court shall render final judgment m. any appeal 
from any such award, or from the confil•ma:t;ion thereof, 
the right of all partii:s shall be iinally determmed. thereby; 
and the same shall constitute a lawful and sufficien_t con
demnation and appropriation to the public use of the la~d, 
article, franchise, prope1·ty right or t~ng o:f _value fo~ which 
damages are so awarded, and eyery right, title and 1nterest 
therein and thereto. and every: llen thereon, sha]l be ther.eb

1
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divested and the City shall become vested with the tit e, 
and bedome the owner of the property . taken al}d con
denmed absolutely for all purposes for which the City may 
eve1• use the same, except that as to lands and. rights take~ 
for streets, alleys and highway purposes, the. City may e? 
use the same, except that as to lands and pghts taken .~r 
streets alleys and highway purposes, the City shall acquue 
only ah e{lsement therein for such purposes; and before 
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entering upon possession bf said 1 d . . 
shall pay the a.mouuj; of such. awa~.'d ~\Jf1

:
0 pterty the City 

at the rate of six per cent per ann • fr 1 m erest thereon 
award or confil.'mation th~reof O ui:n d om the date of final 

· as the case may be, ' r JU gment of the Court, 
In case there shall be any d ht . . 

such corn.,Pensation or damages 0~r as to who 1s entitled to 
be awarded, the amount so award any par~ thereof, a.s may 
by thEJ_ Com111ission appropriated a~1 and m dou?t shall _be 
treasury for whosoever sliall e t bl" lt~ a~art m the city 
some judicial proceeding Be~~ is is x1ght ther(;lto by 
award the owner of such· ro ert e payment !)f anY, such 
award, ·shall furnish satisEi f Y, ?J the clam1ant o:f: the 

b
such awa1;d; provided, howe;e~•ryth~~ tf cb of ~is. 1·ight to 

Y resolgt1on, at any tim b f • fl e . omm1ss1on may, 
of damages made b ·. it 

O 
e • e ore con. rmation of any award 

ty days after final d~t!~~ai~ of thn appeal, within twen
·proceedings, and shall thereup·. ~~on tehreof, abandon such _ pay e cost thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF. PROPERTY TAKEN TO BE 
RECORDED. 

. Section 3\ Upon the co 'l t· 
uhnder. this Chapter for the a!Jufsifn o~ any proceedings 
t_ e City, the Commission shall . rnn o any property for 
·txon of the propel'ty so take t iause an accurate d(;lscrip
a ~tatement of the amount ~ d O e prel?ared, together with 
paid, or to. be paid to ea h f amages, if any, awarded and 
it~ ·Mayor and City Cler~ t ormfr owlnderthereof, and cause 
City, and cause th O ac now e ge the same for the 
Register of Deedse o~amAentko becrecot1·ded in the office of the o a oun y. 

SUB-CHAPTER II. 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 

. . PART 1.-GRANT OF POWERS .. 

1MPROVEMENTS, THE COST OF WHICH MAY BE 
DEFRAYED BY ASSESSMENT 

Section 1. The Cit i h · 
rep~ve, curb, gutter Y .;allerj;>t/uthorized to grade, pave, 
sprinkle, plank sweep or / !1 ge, gravel, macadamize, 
or ~ghway; to' grade im r;pair any street, avenue, alley 
pubhc park square o'· P de, protect and ornament any 
ornament parkwa 

8 
1 groun. s; to construct, improve and. 

sthade and ornamlnta~nlegras~ plat~; to plarit and protect 
o construct. fa 

1 
es a ong 1ts streets and avenues· 

walls, gutterJ se'f.lei~e :?, . an4 repair sidewalks, retaining 
alley or hig~wa . t • rams, m,. over and under any street, 
f'tamps and low ~groin:~~fth 7:mts~ncefi, to drain marshes, 
u e a nuisance. and th . wh Ill . e city when they consti

!)f such improve~ent . ae ole 0.r any part of the expense 
mafter contained d fm Y geb, subJect to the provisions here
e~tate benefited 'the rbye . Yan ass~ssment upon the real 
WI~hout regard to ere}{' 11 p~•oportion to such benefits, 
levied in the mannercahser ya ufation, t~ be determined and 

ema ter .provided. · 
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And provided further on petition of resident property 
owners, owning at least fifty-one. per cent ( 51 % ) of the 
frontage abutting on the proposed improvement, th·e dty 
may and hereby is authorized to grade, curb, gutter, and in:. 
prove, except .!Javing, any street or any part thereof and. to 
pay fifty per cent (50%) of the costs thereof, includmg_ 
street and alley intersections, out of the proper fund and 
to levy an assessment on the abutting property for the re
maining fifty per cent (50 % ) of such costs, including street 
and alley intersections, notwithstanding any provision other
wise, in this Charter provided, and provided further tl'\at the 
total cost of any such improvements under such petition shall 
not exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000,00) in any one 
(1) fiscal year. . · · 

All proceedings under such petition and the levy of assess
ment shaU be the same as in this Sub-Chapter provided in so 
far as the same may apply. 

COST PAID BY ASSESSMENTS_:EXCEPTIONS. 

Section 2. The cost of any improvements mentioned in 
the foregoing section shall be defrayed, save as hereinafter 
otherwise pl'Ovided, by an assessment upon the real estate 
benefited thereby, to be levied i:n the manner hereinaf~er 
prescribed: provided, that the construction, reconstruction 
and maintenance of crosswalks over public streets a~d 
alleys, and sidewalks adjacent to public sqpares, _public 
grounds and public parks, and the cost of 1mprovmg or 
ornapienting public grounds, squares and parks1 ~nd the 
curb!ng, guttering, paving,. re1>avmg, m~cadamiz.mg .and 
gradmg of the space occupied by street mtersectJons al!d 
the intersections of the a1leys with the streets, shall be P,a1d 
out of the appropriate fund or the general fund of th(;) city. 

ASSESSMENT OF CORNER LOTS. 

Section 3 The Commission may, in its discretion, where 
any lot fronting on two streets has been previously assess~d, 
and the assessment paid, for laying any water or sewer pipde 
upon a street other than the one il} which suyh propose 
improvement is to be extended, remit from the assessment 
of such corner lot such portion of such second assessment 
not exceeding the amount of assessment ~or a fron4lge of 
sixty-five feet oJI such lot, as it may deem Just under p.11 the 
circumstances of the case. 
AMOUNT ASSESSABLE AGAINST CITY, PUBLI.C OR 

EXEMPT PROPERTY, 

Section 4. The amount which would _otherwis~ be assess
able against property belonging to the city, p~blic property, 
or property exempt from assessment for local improvements, 
sha11 be paid out of the appropriate fund or the general 
fund of the City. 
TWO OR MO~E IMPROVEMENTS AT THE SAME TIME. 

Section 5. Two or more of said improvem~nts, upon 
one or more streets, may be mad.e at the same time, under 
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one cn:der, and may in that case heincluded in one contract. 

SEWER- AND WATER-PJPES MAY BE INCLUDED IN 
CONTRACT A:t-ID ASSESSMENT. 

Section 6. '!'he Commission may, when any contract is 
let fo1• improving any street, alley or highway within the 
eity, include in such contract the laying of sewer or water 
pipes to the curb line, and the cost of the same may be 
assessed against the lots or parcels of land for which said 
cSewe1· or water pipe is laid as part. of the assessment for 
such improvement, 

PROCEDURE WHERE TWO IMPROVEMENTS ARE 
MA.DE AT THE SAME TIME. 

Section 7. If two or more improvements are included in 
one contract, the expense of each improvement shall be 
separately apportioned and assessed upon the lots and par
cels of land fienefited by such improvements, in proportion 
to such benefits, but such two or more improvements may be 
included in one assessment proceeding. 

PART II. 

PROCEDURE FOR MAKING ASSESSMENTS. 

APJ;>LICATIONS AND PETITIONS FOR IMPROVE
MENTS. 

Section 1. All applications or propositions for any im
provement authorized in Section 1 of Part I of this Sub
.Chapter shall be made to or emanate from the Commission. 
If a majority o.f the owners of the property abutting qn any 
proposed improvement shall petition therefor in writing, the 
Commission shall cause plans and specifications for such im
provements . to be made and filed in the office of the City 
C_lerk, a1_1d shall, wh.en such plans· and specifications are filed, 
give notice of tne tune and place when and where the Come 
mission will meet and hear reasons for and against such int
provement, which :notice shall be published at least once in 
the official newspaper, and the last publication shall be at 
least ten days prior to the time o:f such meeting. Said 
notice shall contain a brief description of the improvement 
and the several tracts of land to be affected thereby; pro
vided, that the Commission1 by a four-fifths vote of an of its 
members, may without petition, in cases where, in its judg
pient J)ublic necessity 1·eguires it, cause plans and specifica-
1tons of such improvement to be made and filed in the office 
~f the City Clerk, and shall give like notice as is 1;equired 
m case of a petition of' a majority of the property ownei·s 
abutting on such improvement. 

HEARING. 

_Se.ction 2, If upon such hearing the Commission believe 
~aid nnprovement necessary and proper, they shall order the 
1mprovement made, and assess the cost thereof on the prop-

,J 
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erty benefited thereby; provided, that the Commission may 
order a proportion of the cost of said improvement paid out 
o.l: the appropriate· fund or the general .fund of the city. 

COMMISSION TO LET CONTRACT AND MAKE 
ASSESSMENT. 

Section 3. When the Commission shall determine to 
make any in1p1•ovement described in section I of Part I of 
this Sub-Chapter, it shall cause an estimate of the cost of 
such improvement to be made by the City Engineer. After 
said estimate is made, the Commission shall proceed at once 
to assess the estimated cost thereof, except that portion to 
be paid out of· the appropritae fund or the general fund, on 
the property to be benefited thereby, in proportion to the 
benefits resulting thereto, but in no case in excess of any 
such benefits. In making such assessment roll, the Commis
sion shall describe each parcel of property ~ssessed, and 
state the amount assessed against the same, and shall state 
the name of the owner thereof, so far as known to the Com
mission.· No mistake in or omission of such owner's name 
shall in anywise affect such assess1nent. 

If the work is completed before any assessment is made, 
or if the amount so assessed shall be insufficient to com
plete the work, the Commission, after the completion qf said 
work, may make a final assessment in the same manner to 
pay the same. 

All assessments paid on account of any improvement 
01·dered to be done 'by contract, before the contra.ct there
for is let, shall be kept in the Permanent Improvement 
Revolving Fund for such improv.enient. 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST RAILWAYS OR STREET 
RAILWAYS. 

Section 4. . Wlien in any case any portion of' the ~ost of 
making any improvement mentioned in section .1 of Part .r 
of this Sub-Chapter shall, by virtue of any ';'ahd law, ordi
nance or contract, be chargeable to any railway company 
or street 1·ailway company, the amount sp chargeable may 
be assessed against such railway company, and the re
mainder only upon the real estate benefited ther'=by; a~d 
the City may collect the an10unt so assessed agamst sa1d 
railway company by distress and sale of personal p~·operty, 
in the manner provided by the General Laws of this Sta~e 
in case of taxes levied upon personal property, or by smt 
broi\ght to enforce the collection of said assessment as. to 
an indebtedness• provided, that any real estate belongmg 
to such railway' company and subject to assessment and 
deemed benefited by said improvement, shall be assessed 
as in other cases. . 

NO,TICE TO BE GIVEN BEFORE MAKING OTHER 
ASSESSMENT. 

Section 5. Before proc'=eding~ to m!lke an assessment 
for any improvement mentioned m sectiori 1 of Part I of 
this Sub-Chapter, the Commission shall give ten days' no-

j'\( r; ~-
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tiee1 by one publication in the official newspaper, of the 
time ap:d plac!) when and where it will attend tor the pur
pose_. of making such assessment, in which notice it shall 
specify what such assessment is to be for, and the amount 
to be. assessed. The,Commission shall also give at lef!st ten 
days notice to the same effect to all property owners inter
ested, or theh• agents resident in the city, if known to said 
Commission, 

The notice required by this section may be made by de
positing in the post. office a postal card 01· letter addi•essed 
to each property owner to be assessed, or his agent residing 
in the city, at least ten days prior to the making ·of an 
assessment, upon which card or letter shall be either printed 
Ol' written substantially the notice above specified; but fail
ure to .give such personal notice shall in nowise affect the 
validity of said assessment or of any of the proceedings, 

- lIEAR1NG BEFORE MAKING ASSESSMENT. 

: Section 6. All persons interested in any such assess
ment shall have the right to be present and to be heard, _ 
either in pet·son or by counsel, and the Commission may 
receive any legal evidence~ and may adjourn the hearing, 
if necessary, from time to time and place to place. 

NOTICE OF HEARING OBJECTIONS AFTER MAKING 
ASSESSMENT. 

· Section 7. When the Commission shall have. com_pleted 
such assessment, it shall cause like notice to be given of the 
time and place at which it will hear objections, and for the 
confirmation of such assessments, as hereinbefore l'equired 
in relation to assessments _ fQ.r the condemnation or real 
estate, and the objections shall be made in like manner and 
under like regulations and conditions, and all parties in 
interest shall have like rights, and the Commission shall 

-perform like duties and have like powers in relation to such 
assessments as are herein given in relation to assessments 
for the condemnation o:J: real estate. 

ASSESSMENT FINAL AND CONCLUSIVE 

Section 8, When said assessment is confirmed, it shall 
be final and conclusive upon all parties not appealing there~ 
from. 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION. 

,Section 9. When any assessment of benefits has finally 
been confirmed by the Commission it shall forthwith cause 
a brief notice of the fact of such' confirmation to be pub
lished once in the official newspaper. 

ASSESSMENTS PARAMOUNT LIEN. 

Se~tion 10. All assessments levied under the provisi~ns 
of tlus Charter shall be a lien on the real estate upon wluch 
t!te same may be imposed from the date of the confir11rn~ 
tion of such assessment, and of equal rank with the l~en 
of the State for taxes which have been or may be levied 

upon said property· under the General Laws of the State; 
and the general rules of law as to priority of tax liens shall 
apply equally to the liens of such assessments and to such 
liens for genel'al taxes, with the same force and effect as 
though all liens aforesaid, and all taxes and_ assessments 
aforesaid, we1·e of the same general character and imposed 
for the same purpose and by the same authority, withou.t 
regard to priority in point of time of the attaching of either 
of said li(l.nS, and a sale or perfectirig of title under eitber 
shall not bar or extinguish the other. 

CITY CLERK SHALL KEEP RECORD OF -ALL 
ASSESSMENTS. 

·section 11. The City Clerk shall keep in his office, in 
hooks provided for that purpose, a correct record of all 
assessments confirmed by the Commission; the books to be 
properly ruled and headed so as to contain at all times a 
substantial description and history of each assessment on 
each lot and parcel of ground, whethe1· payable in install
ments, as hereinafter provided, and whether paid to the City 
or County Treasurer, or whether remaining unpaid. 

ASSESSMENTS PAYABLE IN INSTALLMENTS. 

Section 12. When such assessment is fully completed 
and has been confirmed and established, the · Commission 
shall, by resolution in writing, provide that the owner,· or 
any person inte1·ested in any Int or pal'cel so assessed and 
described in such assessment, may, at his election and writ
ten request, pay the same in ten annual installments. Each 
of said installments shall bear interest at a rate to be deter
mined by said resolution, not exceeding six per cent per 
annum, from the expiration of thirty days after the pubhca
tion of the notice provided in section 15 of Part II of this 
Sub-Chapter. 

WARRANT FOR ASSESSMENT, 

Section 13. When any special assessment shall be con
firmed and established by the Commission as herein pro
vided for, it shall be the duty of the City Clerk to issue 
a warrant for the collection thereof, which shall be under 
the seal of the City, and signed by the Mayor ancj. City 
Clerk, and shall contain a printed or written copy of the 
assessment roll as confirmed, or so much thereof as de
scribed the real estate and the amount of the assessment 
in each case. Said warrant shall also include a copy of 

· the resolution passed by the Commission as provided in 
section 13 of Part II of this Sub-Chapter. 

WARRANTS DELIVERED TO THE CITY TREASURER. 

Section 14. All warrants issued for the collection of 
any special assessment by the City as herein authorized, 
shall be delivered by the City Clerk to the City Treasurer 
as soon as practicable after said assessment has been con
firmed and established. The City Clerk shall in each instance 
take a receipt for such wal'l'ant and place the same on file. 
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TREASURER TO ORDER NOTICE ON WARRANT. 

Sectfon 15; Upon the receipt of any warrant for the 
collection of anr special assessments, the City Treasurer 
shall forthwith give notice, by one publication in the official 
newspaper, that such warrant is in his hands for collection 
briefly describing its nature and the improvement for which 
the assessment was made, and the territ~·y embraced in such 
assessment. Such notice shall require all persons interested 
to ~ake payment. within thirty days froln the date of such 
notice •. Such notige shall also state that the owner, or any 
person m~erest.ed m any lot or parcel of land so assessed 
an1 described m such assessment, may at his election and 
written request, pay the assessment in ten annual install-
ments. · 

NOTICE OF ELECTION BY PROPERTY OWNERS. 
. ~eG.tion 16. Any perso,n.. desiring to pay such assessment 
lil mstallments, as· a condition precedent to the exercise of 
such right,. shall, within thirty days after the publication 
of the . notice provided for in the preceding section, and 
b~fore sue~ assessment b!lcomE>s. delinquent, make and file 
with .the City Treasurer, m duplicate, written notice of his 
election to pay such assessment in 'annual installments 
recognize and ass,!mt to the 1·egularity of said assessment: 
and at the same time pay the first installment then due and 
payable; upon failure to file such notice and pay such first 
installment, the whole of such .assessment shall be due and 
payable the same as though no extension of: time for pay~ 
ment li.ad been provided for. 

Upo_n the filing of such notice by any person interested, 
the City Treasurer shall divide the said assessment into 
the pr~per installments,. and make 1·ecord of the same, and 
transmit one of such . duplicate notices to the City Clerk, 
who shall note such fact in his 1·ecord book of assessments. 

The. Coml!'ission may, at any time after an assessment 
becomes dehnquent and before the same is certified to the 
County Auditor, and upon the written application of the 
owner, and upon such te1·ms as may be equitable waive the 
neglect to so elect within the proper time, and permit any 
assessment. which has become delinquent to be paid in in
stallments as hereinbefore provided. 

ELECTION WAIVER OF DEFECTS. 
. Section 17. Any person making an election to pay in 
mstallments as provided in section 16 of Part II of this 
Sfub-Chapter, his heirs, personal representatives or grantees 
0 any lot or parcel of land as to which an extension has 
been gran~e.d, shall be held. to have recognized and assented 
to the v;ahd1ty and regularity of said assessment, and of all 
pro.ceedmgs had therein prior to the granting of said appli
chation, .a~d shall thereby forever be esfopped from denying 
t e validity of said assessment, or the amount thereof. 

INSTALLMENTS-WHEN DUE. 
Se!!tion 18. The time for the payment of installments 

and mte1·est, and for the enforcement of the same against 
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the property affected by the assessment, shall be extended 
so that the several amounts shall become due and payable 
as :tallows: . _ 

The first installment within thirty .. (30) days after publi
cation of the City Treasurer's notice provided in Section 15 
of Part II of this Sub-Chapter. 

All other installments together with interest on same and 
all future installments on June first, of each succeeding 
year. .d 

Each installment, together with interest as aforesa1 , 
shall be due and payable at the office of the City Treasurer 
on the first of June of the year when payable. 

CERTIFYING INSTALLMENTS TO THE CITY CLERK. 

Section 19. In all cases where an election to pay any 
assessment in installments, as provided by Section 16 of 
Part II of this Sub-Chapter, shall .have been mad,e and filed 
in the office of the City Treasurer, and the first mstallment 
paid as therein required the City Trea11nre1• shall c~use a 
statement of the amount' of the remaining installments and 
the time when each of them is to be due, the property _on 
which the same are made. and the n~mes of the 1'!!SP.ective 
owners thereof if known to be certified to the City Clerk 
within thirty (30) days after said election. It shall be the 
duty of said City Clerk to thereupon make a record t:11ereof, 
and, upon application therefor by any person, to 1ss-qe. a 
certificate as to special taxes or assessments on any given 
tract upon payment of a fee of ~wenty-fiv~ cent~ ($.25) for 
each tract covered by said certificate, which said fee~ shill 
be paid into the City Treasury. It S?all be the, duty of t_ e 
City Treasurer to collect each of said annual !nstallments, 
together with interest on current and all futm·e m~tallments, 
on June first of the year when said installment 1s due and 
payable. 

RETURN OF CITY TREASURER TO CLERK OF 
DELINQUENT ASSESSMENTS. 

Section 20. If the assessment cp.arged in any speci!f 
assessment warrant made for any nnprove~e~t shall n.d 
be paid within thirty days after the pubhcat1on of. sai 
notice by the City Treasurer, and the owner or perdson mt,:
ested in the Jot or parcel so assessed has neglecte to ma 1 
and file the notice of election and make th!'l first gfm{n 
as provided by section 16 of Part II ~f tlus ~u •. ap e1, the City T1·easurer shall 1·eturn to the City Cler!~ a hpt1 du/ 
certified of the assessment which remains unpaid, gi".Irg n 
such list the description of the teveral -~~ith 1:~c~!m~~ 
which the assessments have not ~en pai ' ·d th several 
of the respective owners thereof, if known, an e 
amounts assessed thereto. 

CITY CLERK TO TRANSMIT LIST TO COUNTY 
AUDITOR. 

Section 21. The City Clerk sha11, on or before the firi} 
day of July following, ca~se a statement of the amount 
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said delinquent assessment, exc~pt assessments that have 
been appealed to the District Cou1·t as hereinafter pro
vided, w1th ten per cent annual inter.est thereon computed 
from the time said assessments became delinquent, to the 
:first day of June of the year next following the making of 
said assessments, added thereto, with a description of the 
several lots or parcels of land on which the same are made, 
and the names of. the respective owners theerof, if known, 
to be certified to the Auditor of Anoka County. It shall be 
the duty of the said Auditor to enter the several amounts 
of said unpaid assessments and the interest as aforesaid 
upon the tax duplicate of the county at the time said dupli
cates are made up, and the same for each year ending July 
first shall be ca1·ried to the tax becoming due or payable in 
January of the following year, and enforced and collected 
in the same tnanne1· provided for the enforcement and col
lei;tion of state and county taxes under and in accordance 
with the provisions of the General Laws of the State. Such 
assessments, when collected, shall be paid over by the Coun
ty Treasurer to the City Treasurer. 

The same penalties and interest shall attach and be col
lected by the County Treasurer on assessments as upon 
general taxes, which penalties and interest shall belong to 
the City and be turned over by said Treasurer to the City 
Treasurer with the assessments. 

INSTALLMENTS NOT PAID WHEN DUE, 

Section 22, If any installment and interest is not paid . 
when due. on the first day of June of each year, together 

. with interest to that time on all future installments of the 
· ·same assessment, the City Treasurer shall add a penalty of 
ten pel' cent to the tot~l amount thus delinquent, and certify 
the sa~ne to the City Clerk ~s a special tax on said propert~. 
The City Clerk shall thereupon ce1-tify the same to the Audi
tor of Anoka County in the same manner and at the same 
time as in cases of other delin_quent assessments. · The 
County Auditor, upon receipt thereof, shall enter and carry 
out the srone upon the. proper tax duplicates of the county 
in the same manner as in other cases of unpaid assessments 
certified to him under the provisions of this Charter, and 
the sa~e shall thereupon be collected and payment thereof 
enforced the same as other taxes on real estate are col
lected and enforced, and when collected, together with any 
penalties and interest on the same, be paid over to the City 
Trealmrer. 

INSTALLMENTS MAY BE PAID BEFORE DUE. 
Section 23. Any owner or person intetested in any land 

· against which an assessment has been levied may after such 
assessment has been divided into installments, pay one or 
more .pf the installments at any time before maturity upon 
~he payme1.1t of thirty days interest in addition to tlie 
mterest which has already accrued. 

INSTLLMENTS PARAMOUNT LIEN. 
Section 24. Every installment the time of payment o;f 

which has been extended shall constitute and continue to 
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be a paramount lien in favor of the City and against the 
lots or parcels of land as to which said extension is granted 
for the :mount so extended for each lot or parcel until the 
same is fully paid. · . 

INFORMALITIES. 

Section 25. No assessment shall be set aside or ~eld 
invalid by reason of any informai:ity in the proceedmgs 
pri01• to tb.e entry thereo:j: in the. tax !ist by the ~uditor 
of Anoka County as herembefore required, unless it sh!lll 
appear that by :r~ason of such informality or irregularity 
substantial injury has been done to the person or P.ersons 
claiming to be aggrieved. 

NEW ASSESSMENTS-WHEN. 

Section·. 26. If for any cause the proceed!ngs of th~ 
Commission, or any of its officers, }>e. fo:un.d irregular . o~ 
defective, whether such d~fects are JUr1sd1ct10nal or . other
wise, the Commission. may make a new. assessf!lent as often 
as need be upon all real estat~ b~nefited on which. no assess11-ment has been made for said improvement ~ntil the fu 
amount of all benefits assessed have been realized from the 
real estate benefited by such improvement. 

POWER TO PURCHASE PROPERTY OR ASSIGNMENT 
OF LIEN. 

Section 27 In order. to pi•otect the lien of the City on 
special assess~1ents, the Commission shall, whenevfer

1 
ner!t 

sary have power to purchase any lot or parci-1 o l'l.n 
any' tax sale, or take an assignment of an1 1en on same 
a ainst which the City has a lien f?l' special assessmel'}ts, 
a~d may sell and assign any such h_en held by suc_h C!ty, 
and otherwise take such action as will protect the mterest 
of the City. 

COMMISSION MAY ISSUE WARRANTS. 

S t . 28 ·The Commission is hereby authorized in 
.e~ 101.1 • . . 11 r f such assess-

ant1c1pat10n of t~e. levy,. 111 ~he tell e~t~n 0~ not to issue 
ment whether divided mto ms a me R 1 '· Fund 
warr~nts on the Permanent Improvement ev~ virif . dg' 
payable at such times, and in such amounts :3-s 111, .e Juf -
ment of · the Commission tl).e assessmen~at~11~l1~~g:edi~g 
which warrants shall bea1•. mtberest at ai{ on the fifth day 
six per cent per annum, paya e ir:ei:l:•epresenting each 
of July, and may have coupons a .11 b on assessable and 
year's interest. Such warrants sha · e n ~e the a;e is-
shall state upon their face fbf wh!\FU:?e0 Perminent Im
sued, . and that they are paya . e ou h 11 be signed by the 
provement Revolvm_g Fdbd, thnddl/merk, under the seal 
Mayor and counters1gne Y . \- ns of not more than One 
of the City, and be in denomma 10 Such warrants may be 
Thou~and D?llars ($1,0tOO) each.tracts for making the im
used m makmg paymen s on con . t a e made or may be 
provements :for which the atshsesst~nps a/ value thereof, and 
sold fo1· cash, at not less an e 

f! 
t 

I 
i 
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the p1·oceeds_ thereof credited to the ~ermanent Im~n·oye-
1nent Revolving Fund, and used for paymg for the said m1-
proveme1,1t. IJ;.., shall be t~e duty of the Oi~y Treasurer to 
endorse- on each warrant issµed as aforesaid, on present~
tion to him, the post office address. of the owner, and m 
case of assignment of any such wan-ant the holder thereof 
shall present the same to the City Treasurer for endorse
"inent of the post office address of such assignee. The City 
Treasurer shall keep a proper record of the post office 
addresses of the holders of all warrants issued as aforesaid. 
It shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to pay such war
rants. and interest coupons as they ~ature and ai-e presented 
for payment out of the :fond on which they are drawn, and 
to cancel the same wlien paid. Any indebtedness created 
by the issuai;i.ce of such warran,t$ ~hall n?t be dee~e~ a part 
of the total mdebtedness of the 01ty which the City 1s here
inbefore forbidden to incur to exceed five per cent of the 
total value of the taxable p1·operty in such city according 
to the last preceding assessment for city· purposes. 

Every warrant issued as aforesaid shall contain the fol
lowing proviso : 

"The Qity of Anoka reserves ~he rigr..t t? pay this war
rant and accrued intel'est at any tune upon g1vmg the holder 
thereof thirty days notice." · 

Whenever there are funds in the Permanent Improve
ment Revolving Fund that may be properly apJ)lied to the 
payment of any such outstanding warrant, it shall be the 
duty of the City T1•easui'er to notify the holder of such 
warrant, that there is money in the city treasury for the 
payment of the. same. Said notice shall be given by one· 
publication in the official newspaper and by mail to the 
last lmown post office address of the owner of said war
rant, and if such address is unlmown, such notice shall be 
addressed, to S1Jch person at Anoka, Minn~sota. Proof of 
such mailmg shall be made by the affidavit of the person 
mailing the same, and shall state the time and manner 0£ 
mailing, and how each notice was addressed, and such affida
vit shall he ~ed and preserved in the. office of the (?ity 
Treasurer. Sa1d warrant shall draw no mterest after thirty 
days :from the mailing of said notice. 

APPEAL TO DISTRICT COURT. 

· Section 29;. Any person interested in any property as
sessed under this Charter for benefits resulting from anY 
improvement, may appeal :from such assessment to the Dis• 
trict 'Court of Anoka County within. thirty days after the 
publication of the notice provided for in section 9 of Part II 
of this Sub-Chapter section 17 of Part II of Sub-Chapter 
I, section 7 of Part 'u of Stlb-Chapter III, and sectiop. 9 of 
Part III of Sub-Chapter III of this Chapter. 

l APPEAL-HOW MADE-PROCEDURE ON APPEAL. 

Secti?n 30. Said appeal shall be made by filing a w1'.it:: 
ten notice with the Co11m1ission, stating that appellant ap
peals to the said District Court from said assessmen_t, and 
containing a description of the property of said appellant 
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as assessed, and the objections o:f said appellant to said 
a~se~sment, and by filing with the Clerk of said Court, 
~rthm ten days thereafter,. a copy of said notice of appeal. 
To render an appeal effectual for anypurpose a bond shall 
be executed by the appellant to the City, co~ditioned that 
appe!lant sha.U pay_ all costs and charges which may be 
awarded agamst him im the appeal; .not exceeding the 
penalty of the bond, which shall be in the sum of Two Hun
dred Dollar1? ($200). Said bond shall be approved by the 
Ju_dge of said Court, and filed in the office of the Clerk of 
said Court: _In case of_ an appeal, it shall be the duty of 
the Connmssion forthwith to prepare and delive1• to the 
appellant a copy of the assessment roll as confirmed, it shall 
~e nece~sary to inclt!de in said copy only those pages of said 
roll which. are pertment to the property involved in such 
~ppeal, which copy shall within fifteen days after the tak• 
mg of such appeal be filed by the appellant in the office 
of the Clerk of said Court. The District Court may for 
good cause shown, grant further time for filing such certified 

b
copy, or may, when necessary, requi;re a further return to 
e made. The cause shall be. entered by such Clerk in the 

nanJ,e of the person taking such appeal. against the City as 
an _;Appeal ftom Assessments/' and may be brought pn for 
hearmg by, either party, and shall have the preference in 
order of trial over all the civil cases pending in said Court. 

PROCEDURE IN DISTRICT COURT ON APPEAL. 

. Section ~i. Such appeal shall .be tried. by the Court 
"'.1thout a Jury, except that in condemnation proceedings 
e1~her party l!lay demand a jury trial, at a genel'al te1·m, 
w~thout pleadmgs other than as above stated. Upon said 
tl'1al appellant can make no other objections to said assess
ment ~han those stated in his notice of appeal, but the Court 
inay, ,m its discretion, permit such notice to be amended 
m this respect at any time. The Court shall hear such 
competent evidence as may be offered by· either party, and 
may revise, amend, co1·rect, increase, 1·educe or confirm the 
assessment appealed from, or may_o:i:der a new assessment 
~o be made as to the propetry concerning which such appeal 
1s taken, and in that event, shall direct the Commission how 
to ~nake .such new assessment so as to avoid the errors com
plamed of. 

The Court shall not dismiss the appeal, noi- confirm or 
annul the assessment on the ground that only a portion of 
the ~ssessment roll has been returned; but either party 
may introduce the whole of said roll in evidence, and the 
sami:; shall in all cases, whether on said appeal or otherwise, 
and m an courts, be prima facia evidence of t.he validity of 
all proceedings up to and including the confi;rmation of the 
assessments. 

Disbursements and costs, except statutory costs, may in 
the discretion of the Court be allowed on said appeal as in 
other civil cases, but any judgment entered therefor against 
the City shall be paid out of the General Fund. From the 
determination of said appeal by the District Court, etiher 
Party may appeal to the Supreme Court of the State. 
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·coPY OF ORDER SENT TO, THE CITY TREASURER-

PROCEEDINGS. 

. , Section 82. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Dis
•trict Court, within twenty days after such order i1;1 filed 
:by the Court, to make a copy of the order made by the 
<Court in said proceedings and deliver the same to thl:l City 
·Treasurer, Unless the Court orders a new assessment, the 
'-City Treasurer shall certify the assessments mentioned in 
:said- order -of -the District Court to the City- Clerk in the 
:same manner as other delinquent assessments are certified. 
_And if the Court order a new assessment, the City Treasurer, 
,_on -:receipt- of the copy of the order .from the Clerk of the 
cDistrict <;:curt as aforesaid, shall- immediately transmit the 
-same to the City- Clerk, and the. Commission shall· thereupon 
proceed to make a new assessment. 

RE-A(:lSESSMENT. --

. Section 33. If sai!} assessment shall },)e set aside by the 
: Court for· any cause, jurisdictional or otherwise, the Com
.mission shall ptoceed de novo to make a new assessment, 
.and. it ~hall pr!Jceeq in lik~ manner, .and give like notice, 
,as herelll 1;eqmred m relation to the first assessment, and 
al! persons in interest shall have like rights, and the Com• 
mission shall proceed in any subsequent assessment as in 
case of the first .assessment. 
· Provided,' that if the assessment of benefits to any tract 

-- .of land shall not be appealed ;from, or shall not have been 
:set aside by the Court, the Commission may in any subse
quent. assess.ment or re-assessment omit the tract of I.md as 
to which tbe first assessment shall not have been set aside 
-or appealed -from, or on which said assessment shall have 
·been paid; and as often as an assessment or re-assessment 
: against any tract or real estate assessed for any local im
provement is set aside, the same shall be re-assessed until 
,said property shall have paid its proper share of benefits 
;accruing from the said improvement. 

SUB-CHAPTER Ill. 

MAKING OF IMPROVEMENTS. 
SIDEWALKS-STREET SPRINKLING. 

PART I. 

MAKING OF IMPROVEMENTS. 
CONTRACTS. 

• • ~ection 1,. Except as herein otherwise provided, the pro
_v1s1ons of this Charter applicable to other contracts, shall 
apply to contracts mentioned and provided for in this 
Ch11pter, _ . 

PLANS,· PROFILES AND SPECIFICATIONS TO BE 
MADE. 

· · Section 2; Whenever any :public imp1•ovement shall be 
ordered made for which an assessment is to be made as 
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aforesaid, the Commission shall cause a ·plan cir profile of 
the work :proposed, together with specifi~ations fpr the doi_ng 
of the same, to be prepared by the City, Engmeer, which 
shall be deposited with the City Clerk and kept at all times 
open for public im,pectiqn. Th.e Commission shall,.aft_e:i;-the 
making and_ filing of said plans, profiles and spec1f\cat10ns, 
cause proposals for doing such work to be advertised for 
in the official newspaper of the city, . . 

·BIDS. 

Section 3. The bids for doing stlch work, shall be di
r.ected to the Commission, and shall be sealed, 
· BIDS TO BE OPENED. . 
· Section 4. Said bids shall be publicly opened· by said 
Commission at the time specified in the noticii'in'7iting pro• 
posals. 

BIDS TO BE LET TO THE LOWEST BIDDE'R 

s,ection 6. All contracts shall be awarded to the low.est 
reliable and responsible bidder compying with the foreio~ng 
requirements, Provided, however, that the Commission 
may reject any and all bids. · ,'* 

RIGHT ·TO SUSPEND WORK. 

Section 6. The right shall be reserved in said co"!1t:i;act 
to the c_ ity Engi-neer, with th-e consent- of the Comnnssion, 
in case of improper constri:ction, to susp~nd the work at 
any time or order the entire re~onstruct1on of the san

1
e 

if improperly done, -

ESTIMATE, 

_ Section 7. In the course of the p~oper, perfor/4~nce of 
the contract the Co111mission may, from tune to t1me, 11not 
oftener tha-d once a month, as· the work progresses, a ow 
the contractor estimates of the amount already ea!nefl, 

1t! 
fif_teen percent· thereof, which, when ordered pa1d ,QY ih 
Commission shall entitle said contractor to receive e 
amount so ~llowed out of the moMY applicable to th!! Pj;" 
ment of such work. When the work has been.co.mpleted Y 
the contractor to the satisfaction of th6-,_Conpmssion a~d ~~J 
Oity Engineer, the balance due may l>e audited and al 

O 
-

by the Commission. · . . 

COMMISSION TO COMPLETE WORK 

'Section 8. If, in the opinion o! the Commission, :~~ 
work under contract does not progress each _month so t t 
insure its ,completion 'Yithin tl].e time named m the cor rf:r~ 
the commission and City Eng~neer shall have power t and 
nish and use men and material to complete the wor -, 
charge the expense thereof to the contractor, abd the sadiie 
shall. be deducted frolll anY moneys due or .to ect~esure: 
such co11tractor or may be collected ;from him or 
ties on his bond in a suit bY the City. 
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PROPERTY OWNERS MAY CONSTRUCT STREETS. 

Section 9. Property owners shall be allowed to con
struct streets and public improvements upon or through 
their own property, at their own expense, in such cases and 
upon such terms and regulations as the Commission may 
prescribe by resolution, 

.PART JI. 

SIDEWALKS. 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Section 1, The Commission shall, by resolution, adopt 
and cause to be filed for inspection in. the office of the City 
Clerk, general plans and specifications to apply tp and 

-govern the building, relaying and repairing of all sidewalks 
in the city. 
· From time to time in each year, the Commission shall 

cause invitations for bids to be published in the official news
paper in the same manner and for the same length of time 
as is requ,h-ed in the case of other public improvements, for 
building, laylng and repairing all sidewalks that may pe 
ordered by the Commission. The bids therefor shall be re
ceived and .opened, contracts let and bond given, in the 
same manner as provided in this Chapter for other public 
improvements. 

GRANT OF POWERS-DUTIES OF OWNERS .• 

Section· 2. The Commtssion shall have the 1•ight to cause 
to be constructed sidewalks along any of the public streets 
and highways of the city that it may deem necessary, and 
cause the same to be relayed, repaired. or removed when 
necessary, and it is hereby made the duty of all owners of 
land adjoining any street or highway to construct, relay, 
repair or remove such sidewalk along the side of the street 
or highway next to the land of such owners 1•espectively 
as may be ordered by the Commission, and according to the 
plans and specifications adopted by the Commission therefor, 

HOW ORDERED. 

Section 3. Whenever the Commission shall deem it 
necessary that any sidewalk in the city shall be built or 
relayed, it shall, by resolution, direct such building or relay
ing according to the plans and specifications adopted there
for. 

The publication of such resolution once in the official 
newspaper shaU be sufficient notice to the owners o·f the 
land along which said sidewalk is to be built to construct 
the same, and unless such owners shall each, along his re
spective land, construct and fully complete such sidewalk 
within thirty days after the publication of such 1·esolution, 
the Commission · ,1hall forthwith proceed to build or relay 
the same by contl'act as hereinhefo1·e provided, under the 
direction of the City Engineer. 

l _ 
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REPAIR OF SIDEWALKS. 
l t , 1 of land shall 

Section 4_. If the owner of a:{e t~ b~c~~~!ebrok1:n, 1•otten 
suffer any s1de:'7al~, along the ~a dut of the Supermte:1-dent 
or out of repair, it shlllstree!tse anl Alleys to irnmed1ately -
of the Departm!'lnt o d and substantial manner and _report 
repair the same m a goo f uch repairs in each case, 
to the Com~ni~sion /¥h <J°i\~ p!rcel of land abutti_ng upon 
with a descr1pt10n o . . e ~ d re airs are made, and such !e
the sidewalks on whr~l safiled pand preserved by the City 
ports shall be care u Y 
Clerk. 
- MAKING ASSESSMENT. 

NOTICE OF . . s"-all gr've ten days . Th id Comm1ss1on ;u t th Sect10n 5. e _sa . • h fficial newspaper, o e 
notice, by one pubhtca;tior.~~ ta:d o place it will proc~ed ~o 
effect that at a cer am 1 t' relaying or repair
make an assessmen. t fo!d' cont~trucs,:aln1, briefly descril?e the 
. · 'd 'd lks Sa1 no 1ce ;u t t mg sa1 s1 ewa • f ·a ·mprovement bys ree s. 
location and nature o sai I . ON WHAT 
ASSESSMENT, TO, WHAT AMOUNT, AND 

PROPERTY. 
. . h 11 assess the amount, as 

Section 6. The Com!111ss1on s a which will be required 
nearly as it can ascertam _the same, t including the neces
to defray the cost of s~ch unpJo~~ll;~tihg such asses~me,nt, 
sary expense of makmg an f land benefited by said im
upon the real estate or t l~ls s~ch benefit, 
rrrovement to the amoun . . T 

- · OF ASSESSMEN · NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION . 
• 1pleted the Com-

section 7 When said assessmt_ent ibsyco;~e pubiication in 
. . · h ·1 · ten days' no ice, · t· .:i place 

m1ss10n s al give . t th effect that at a ime adnu. less 
h ffi · 1 newspaper, o e •11 b confirme , un 

ih:r~inc~;ecified, said assessmentn1:arye and the o~j~cti~ns 
sufficient cause is sho,b;vnfto tt~e cilme specified in sa1dd no~h: 
must be filed one day e ore , ·o shall procee on 
with the City Clerk. The Comm1ss1all have the same power 
hearing in the same manner, an~ ~~t aside such assesl?ment, 
to revise, correct and conf?.r~a~~ of other assessnrnnts. 
o1• to proceed de novo, as m CONCLUSIVE. 

ASSESSMENT FINAL AND . d h 11 be 
he confirine , s. a b 

Section 8. Said assessment, wed from as provided. Y 
final and conclusive, unlessub~Ch!tter II, and the !~t~~~ 
section 29 of P~rt II of S d shall be collected f S b
following, of. this ~~:;n~;At!nmade under Par~al ~aid ~p-

z?~1;fe/II 
0
;£%1:scha~t~ecf nt::s~offectro:PJf the assess• 

peal shall not delay or e rty appealed from, 
ment except as to the prope . TE OR RE-LET 

COMMISSION MAY COMPLE 
CONTRACT. t shall fail to build, 

Section 9. Wheneyer ttk ;m?:\h! time designated by 
repair or relay any sidewa 
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t~~ Commission, or . in any other respec~ fail to comply 
w1~hthe terms ot his contract, the Commission shall have 
power to furnish and use men and material to complete the 
work, and charge the expense ·to the -contracto1·, and the 
same shall be deducted from any money due or to become 
due such contractor, or may be collected :from him or his 
sureties by suit, and the Commission may adv.ertise for bids 
for the completion of the incomplete part of said co11tract, 
and let the contract in the same manner as hereinbefore 
provided in case of the original contract. The decision of 
the Commission that said contractor has failed to comply 
with said contract shall be final and conclusive as between 
said c_ontractirr and the C~ty, and the d~faulting c011fractqr 
and hls sureties shall be liable to the City for all damages 
resulting from his failure to perform such contract, 

ESTIMATE ON CONTRACT. 

Section 10. In case the contractor shall properly per
form his contract, the said Commission may, from time to 
time, not oftener than once a month, as the work pro
gresses, allow the contractor estimates of the amount al
:re~dy earned, less fifteen per cent thereof, which may be 
paid out of the moneys applicable to said work. 

PART IU. 

STREET SPRINKLING. 

SPRINKLING DISTRICT. 

Section 1. T11e Commission . shall divide the city into 
SJ?ri~kling districts, ;Vithout reference to ward lines. Said 
d1stncts shall be designated by numbers, as follows to-wit: 

Sprinkling District number one; Sprinkling District num
ber two; etc, 

PROPOSALS TO BE ADVERTISED. 

Section 2. The . Commiss!on shall, ~ach year, cause pro
posals to be advertised for, m the official newspaper, in the 
same mann~r ~s 1n the case of other }lublic improvements, 
forh the sp~mklmg of the streets, avenues, alleys, parks, or 
ot. er puphc .grou~ds,. or any _part thereof, in each and· all of 
said sprmkhng d1strJcts which may be ordered sprinkled 
by the Commission. · 

PLA:NS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

t Si1tion. 3 .. General plans and specifications applicable 

h
o 

1
a sprmklmg that may be ordered by the Commission 

s a 1 be made and filed with the City Clerk at least ten 
da_yds before the day named in said notice for the receipt of 
sai proposals. · 

CONTRACT-HOW LET. 
• ;Section. 4. Sp1inkling contracts shall be let and made 
m the same manner as provided for in case of local im
provements. 
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COMMISSION MAY ORDER SPRINKLING-WHJTIN. 

Section 5. The Co1t1mission may order sprinkling to be 
done wheneve1• and wherever it deems the public interest, 
or sanitary or other cause, requires. 

PROCEDURE AFTER SPRINKLING rs ORDEREP TO 
BE DONE. 

Section 6. Whenever the Coinmission shall order any 
sprinkling to be done, it shall -cause the sprinkling contrac
tor to be notified thereof and such sprinkling to be done, 
and it shall be the 'Cluty of the Superintendent of the De
partment of Streets and Alleys to cause such sprinkling to 
be duly inspected, and to be done in accordance with the 
contract, and report of the fact to the Com.mission, which 
shall cause an assessment to be made for said sprh1kling 
in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT FOR SPRINKLING. 

Section 17. On the first day of September of each. year, 
os as soon thereafter as practicable, the Commission shall 
give at least ten days notice, by one publicatfon in the 
official newspaper, to the effect that at a certain time and 
place it will meet to make an assessment for sprinkling. 
Said notice shall briefly describe the location of the streets 
sprinkled, by streets and districts. 

ASSESSMENTS-ON WHAT PROPERTY MADE. 

Section 8. The Commission shall assess the amount as 
nearly as possible which will be required to defray the cost 
of such sprinkling, including the expense of assessment, 
upon the 1·eal estate benefited, to the amount of such b.enefit. 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF ASSESSMENT. 

Section 9. When said assessment is completed, the. Com
miss_ion shall give ten days notice, by one pu~lication in tbe 
official newspaper, to the effect that at a. time and place 
specified, said assessment will be confirmed, unless cause 
is shown to the contrary; and that objections must be filed 
at leai;t one day before such time with the City Clerk; such 
objections shall be made and filed in the same manne.r, and 
the Commission shall proceed in hearing the same, and 
shall have the same power to revise, correct, confirm or set 
aside such assessment and proceed de· novo, as in case of 
other assessments for local improvements. 

ASSESSMENTS FINAL AND CONCLUSIVE. 

Section 10. Said assessment, when confirmed, s!iall ~e 
final and conclusive unless appealed :from as provided m 
section 29 of Part 'n of Sub-Chapter II of this Chapter, 
and the following sections of this Charter, and shall be col
lected and enforced as other assessments made under Pal·t ! 
?f Sub-Qhapter II of this Chapter; provided, a refere~ce 
m the City Treasurer's notice to the number of the sprm
lding districts for the sprinkling oi which such assessment 
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has been made, shall be deemed a sufficient reference to 
the territory en~.braced in such assessment; and provided, 
:further, that said assessment shall not be divided into in
stallments. 
. In case pf an appeal, said appeal shall not delay or effect 

the collection of the assessment, except as ·to the property 
appealed from. 

RIGHT OF CITY IN CASE OF DEFAULT. 

Section 11. In case the contractor shall in anywise fail 
to perform his contract, the Commission is hereby empow
er!:!d to do every act relative to such contract and contractor 
as in case o:f: a similar default by a contractor for the con
struction of a sidewalk, with like result to such contractor 
and his sureties. 

SPRINKLING BY CITY-ASSESSMENT. 

Section 12. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
Commission from purchasing the necessary tools equip
ment and material, and sprinkling any street highway, 
public place or sprinkling district in the city, and making 
assessments for said sprinkling as hereinbefo1·e p1•ovided. 

CHAPTER xn. 
WATER WORKS AND LIGHTS. 

POWERS OF COMMISSION. 

~ect~on 1. The Commission shall have the power to 
ll'!amtam the water and light system now established in this 
c1ty, and to enlarge, extend and improve the same or con
tract for a new system of water works or lighting at any 
time when the public necessity demands, · 

USE OF STREETS AND PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

Section 2. The Commission shall have the 1•ight to lay 
water mains and pipes, and to set poles and electric lights, 
a'.!ld string wiring for the same, in any and all streets, alleys, 
highways and public grounds in and outside of the city, 

CHAPTER XIII. 

VACATING STREETS AND ALLEYS. 

POWER OF COMMISSION. 

Section 1. The Commission shall have exclusive power 
to vacate or discontinue public streets, alleys or highways, 
or any portion thereof in the city, but no such vacation or 
di~c~ntinuance shall be .• granted or ordered by the Com~ 
m1ss10n except upon the ·verified petition, in writing, of one 
or more of the owners of real estate on that portion of such 
s~reet, alley or highway proposed to be vacated, Such peti
tion shall state the reason for such vacation, and briefly 
describe the street, alley, or portion thereof~ desired to be 
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vacated, The C?mmission, ~pon P!esentation of such peti: 
tion at any special or regular meeting may thereupon order 
such petition to be filed with the City Clerk, who shall imu!e
diately make and publish in the (!fficial newspaper a notice 
for the pei•iod of two conse~1;1trve·weeks, at leas~ once 
a week stating that such petition ltas been filed w1th; ~he 
City C1

1

e1·k, and its object in brief, and th~t _such p~ti~1on 
will be heard and consid~red bf the, Commission at a time 
and place specified therein, whlch t1m.e and place shall bi 
fixed by the Commission at the ti~e of the a_c~eptance o 
such peittion, and the time of hear1~g S!,lCh pefat~on sh.all be 
at least ten days after the last .. publication of said notice. 

HEARING. , 

Section 2. The Commission, at. the time a'.!ld pJace ap
pointed, shall investigate a1:d consider t~e subJect myolved 
in said petition, and may view t_he pte!Juses,. ~nd shall hear 
all testimony offered for 01· agamst said peht1on. 

ORDER OF COMMISSION. 

Section 3. The Commission, afte11 hearing such _p~tition, 
may, by re$9lution, passed by a fo-qr;fifths vote of its medm: 
bers, grant the prayer o:f the petition and or4er al!d e 
clare such street, alley or highway vacated and d1scontmued, 

PUBLICATION OF RESOLUTION. 

Section 4 Upon the passage o:f such· .:resolution, and the 
approval th~::eof by the _Maydorb, a~hin8trel'd:~s,1:~~altb~ 
the same bemg counters1gne Y e . 1 Yf· h '·t 
published once in the official newspaper o t e Cl Y· 

COPY OF RESOLUTION TO BE FILED WITH THE 
REGISTEJ,i OF DEEDS. 

Section 5. A copy of such resolution,. duly ~ertifi~~ft~~ 
the City (?ler~c to be a trd M'tJ?fti s~Jii~t~~eg?\!ll~ds of 
such pubhcat10n be file w1 .e . . ffi · · 
Anoka County, and duly recorded lil his o ce. 

CHAPTER XIV, 

CONTRACTS. 

DEFINITIONS. 

Section 1. All contracts for. com!}iodi~e!n or J:;;~t:e!1 . 
be furnished or performed fo}-' the City, 0 thy Five Hun-

. tl;,e1·eof, involving an expehndl1ltnbre of cfuo~; in athis Charter 
dred Dollars ($500,00), ~ a e ma. 
provided, and not othi1;":'1s~; d "Service " as used in this 

The words "Commo iti1 • a!l 1 d . all l~bor materials or 
Chapter, shall be consthrue

1
, 1t

0t. me ttnd other s;rvice and all 
other property, and t e 1g l mg a .· 
local or public improvements. d . this Chapter shall be 

The word "contract," as use m t in wi·iting' or other~ 
construed to include every agreemen , 
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wise, by which any commodities, labor or service are to be 
furnished to or done for the City, and every transaction 
whereby an expenditure is made or incurred on the part of 
the City, or any Depa1·tment 01· officer thereof. 

All action in this Chapter required or authorized to be 
taken by the Commission shall be by 1·esolution or ordinance. 

ESTIMATES-AMOUNT OF CONTRACT. 

Section 2. The Commission in the first instance, shall, 
on its own motion, or may on the recommendation or report 
of any Department or officer of ·the City, determine in a 
general way the commodities, labor or service to be done 
or furnished, and shall estimate the cost thereof, and in 
_ order to determine such estimated cost, may require esti
mates from any officer or employe of the City. 

In case such estimated cost does not exce.ed the sum of 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), the Commission may direct 
that the commodities, labor or services be procu1·ed by or 
through the ;proper Depal'tment or officer of the City with
out public bids. 

In all cases where such estimated cost exceeds the sum of 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500,00), said commodities or serv
ice shall only be furnished or done upon public bids. 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Section 3. Before advertising for bids, the Commission 
shall cause to be prepared by the proper Department or 
officer oi the City, and filed with the City Clerk, detailed 
plans and. specifications, and the proposed contract for 
commodities and service. 

ADVERTISING. 

Section. 4. After filing the same, the Commission shall 
direct the City Clerk to advertise for bids for doing or 
furnishing said commodities 0l' service in accordance with 

. such cont1•act, plans or specifications. Such advertisement 
shall be published in the official newspaper, and in such other 
manner as. the Commission shall direct. 

• All advertisements for bids shall clearly state that such 
bids are to be received and opened at a public meeting of 
the Commission in the Commission Chambel', upon a cer
tain day and hour. 

CERTIFIED CHECKS. 

Section 5, In adve1·tising fol' any bid, the Commission 
shall_ require bidders to accompany bids with a certified 

A
check upon some reputable bank, payable to the City of 

noka, for at least five per cent of the total amount of 
s,uc~ bid, which check s1m11 be forfeited to the City as 
liquidated damages if the bidder, upon the letting of a con
tract to him, :fails to enter into the contract so let. ·111 all 
advei;tisemenJ;s for bids. thel'e shall be l'eserved the right 
to reJect any and all bids. 

57 

RECEIVING AND OPENING BIDS. 

Sect_ion 6. At tl;e time and pl~ce mentioned _i.n the 
advertisement for bids, the Comimssmn shall meet m pub
lic session, and publicly 1·eceive, open and read all bids that 
may be presented. Before any bids a1·e opened, the~ shall 
be numbered consecutively, and no further bids shall be re
ceived after any bid has been opened. The Commission 
shall give all persons who desire th!! same an opportunity 
to inspect all bids when they are opened. No bid shall be 
conside1·ed if unaccompanied by -a certified check as afore
said. 

ACTION OF COMMISSION. 

Section 7. The Commission sh.all act upon such bids and 
dete1·mine which one, if any, shall be -accepted. All con
tracts shall be awarded to tbe lowest reliable and reputable 
bidder complying with the fol'egoing requirements;; pr<?
vided, that the Commission maY,_ reject any bids wlpclJ- it 
may deem unreasonable 01· unreliable, and the Comm1ss10n, 
in determining the reliability of the bid, shall consider the 
question of the responsibility of the biddel' and his ~bilit;v 
to pel'fol'm his contract, without l'eference to the responsi
bility of the sureties on his bond; and any person_ wh9 shall 
have defaulted in any contract awa1·ded by t~e City, except 
as to time, 0l' who shall have refused to enter mto a co,ntract 
after the same shall have been awarded to him, shall not be 
considel'ed a 1•eliable and responsible bidder. ~n case the 
lowest responsible bid shall be more than t!1e. estimated ~ost 
of such commodities or service, the Comm1ss1on ~ay reJect 
all bids and abandon the proposed-cont:ra~t, ?r 1t m:iy re
quire the City Clerk to advertise for new bids m the manner 
hereinbefore pl'ovided. . . . 

All contmcts shall be executed by the bidder with!? five 
days after the contract is ready for his .signature; and if not 
executed by him within said time, he .shall be deemed to 
have abandoned the .same. 

PERFORMANCE OF CONTRACTS . 
Section 8. After the acceptance by the Commission of 

any bid, it shall direct the execution. of a contract b~ the 
proper officers, in accordance with sm,d _ plans and specifica
tions and such contract shall be earned ou~ by the proper 
Depa~tment or officer of the City as in this ~hal'te;i.· pro-
vided. . 

In case the Commission shall deternune that any commo
dities Ol; sel'vice are to be pr'lcured in open market, the 
same shall be procured by the prope! Department or of.
fleer in accordance with such general directions as the Com
mission may give. 

BONDS. 
Section 9. Eve1·y person to whom a contract is awarded 

for an amount exceeding Five Hundred ~ollai's ($500_.00k 
shall give bond in such sum as the Commissrnn mayf dp£t i 
and with such ~ureties as it may approve, for the ~it u 
pe:i:formance of such contract. 
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In all cases of contracts coming within the purview o:f 

Sections 4535 to 4539, inclusive, of the Revised Laws of 
. 1905, of the State of Minnesota, and the amendments there
of, it .shall require such bonds as are required by such laws. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Section 10. It shall be the -duty of each officer or head 
of Department to report to the Commission quarterly the 
commodities, work and service likely to be needed for the 
operation of his Depa1·tn1ent 01· office for the ensuing quar
ter, and not theretofore contracted for. 

E:M:ERGENCIES, AND TRE. PROBABLE COST 
THEREOF. 

Section 11. In case of emerp:ency, and when the clelays 
provided for by this Chapter wiU cause great damage to 
the public or endanger. public safety, the head of any De
partment, with the written apnroval of the Mayor, may 
make necessary repairs by day labor, and procure materials 
therefor, in the open market. 

CONTRACTS NOT TO BE ASSIGNED. 

Section 12. No contract for which a bond is required. 
shall be assigned or transferred in any manner except as 
in this section provided for, and any assignment or trans
fer thereof, except by operation of law, or by consent of 
the Commission, expressed by resolution, shall fully end 
and determinl') such contract and shall make the same null 
and void as to any other or further performance thereof 
by the contractor or his assigns. without· any act on the 
p~rt of the City; and the City, through its proper author-
1t1es, may at orice proceed to re-let such contract, or may1 
in its discretion, proceed to complete the same as the agent 
and at the expense of such contractor and his sureties. 

AFFIDAVITS THAT CLAIMS ARE PAID. 

Section 13. Before any contractor or his rep1·esentative 
shall receive a final estimate on any contract for which a 
bond is required, said contractor or his representatives shall 
make and file with the City Clerk an affidavit that all claims 
for matel'ials and labor to date on the work on which said 
estimate is asked, have been fully paid. 

CONTRACTS FOR OFFICIAL ADVERTISING. 

Section 14. The Commission shall let annually, in the 
month of May, or as· soon thereafter as practicable, con
tracts for the official advertising for the ensuing fiscal year. 
For this purpose the Commission shall advertise for two 
consecutive weeks, setting forth specifically the work con
templated to be done, and asking for sealed proposals 
therefor, 

The nroposals · shall snecify the type and spacing to be 
used. The Commission shall let the contract for such official 
advertising to the lowest responsible bidder publishing a 
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new<;naner in the city which i~ a legal newsp9:pe_r according 
to the laws of the State; provided, ~h~ Comm1ss1on m;ay: re
iect any and a:11 bi.ds. If the Comm1ss1on shall deem t~ best. 
for the' interest of the City to select a newspaper tnat 1s ;it 
the lowest biddPJ'. they may s~lec,t .such newspadnei;, t d 
news aper to which the award 1s made, shall be . es1gna e 
as t1fe "Official Newspaper." The successful bidder. ;.all 
be required to give a bond to t.he 'City in the sum of ive 
H11ndred Dollars ($500) for the faithful performance of the 
contract. 

COLLUSION WITR·BIDDER, 
Section 15. ·. Any officer of.the City .. or any Depar~ment 

thereof, who shall ai.d or assist. any. bldder. m secur1f 'fie! 
contract to furnish labor, matanal or. s~PJ'.lhes at \ h ghall 
price than that proposed by any ot~er bidder,.th11:idhl: in
favor one bidder over anoth~r bv gmpg or w1 . bidder in 
formation, or who shall willfully m1.slead any r . alled 
re ard to the character of the material !Jr supp ies ~ f 
fo; or who shall knowingly acr.ent materials or suf P!tts or 
a quality inferior to those called for fY any cor rrlab~r 
who shah lmowinitlY certify to a greater amount o1 differ-

erformed or to the receipt of a grea er amoun · 11 re 
~nt kind of material or sunnlies than has been acju\J1 b; 
ceived,. shall be deemed guilty of malfeasance, an s 
removed from office. 

COLLUSION BY BIDDER. 

Section 16. If, at any time, it is foun~ that the. per:on 
to whom a contract has been awarded ~as, m presentmiJe~ 
bid or bids colluded with anY, other perfun; ~~~e<tYJ bids 
for the purpose of prrer~r!l!?'t a!~y° ag~eement by wl\ich 
being made, .or has eln ere b!d than some other person for 
he made a h11rher or ower 1 . • rofits therefrom 
the purpose of dividin~ the cnntract o:mitract so awarded 
between two or mor~dbidddrth thcfo!~ission shall advertise 
shall be 11)111 and V?l • ank e oviae .for such work to be 
fnr nPw hids for smrl wor • or 1)r · 
done by the proper Department or officer. 

PENAL'l'Y, 
t t d ·n violation of the pro-

Section 17. Any con rac ma \ 1solutel void ancl any 
visions o~ this Chapter tallhbe atract by~he City may be 
money paid on acco1;mt O • sue c~n titution of the property 
recovered bv the Qityd. w!thb?J-;:d by the City thereunder. 
or the benefits receive or o I 

CHAPTER XV, 

FRANCHISES. 

ORDINANCES GRANTING FRANCHISES. 
d" b which the Commission 

Section 1. Every Ol' mance . Y, . shall contain all the 
shall propose t9 _grantf·atnhy ffranct1:: to be granted, ·and it 
terms and cond1t1ons o . e ranc 
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shall be a featute of every franchise so granted that the 
maximum price for the service or charge shall be ~ta_ted in 
the grant thereof. 

REGULATION OF RATES; 

Section 2. The City shall have the· power to regulate 
and control the maximum rate to be charged by any cor
poration or person exercising any franchise in the City for 
the service rendered by it to the City, or to the public, but 
such price shall be fair and reasonable to such corpora
tion or person and to the public. The manner in which such 

• rate shall be regulated shall be fixed by the Commission, by 
ordinance, and the Cotnmission is hereby authorized to pro
vide by ordinance for the appointment of commissioners to 
fully investigate and determine all questions with reference 
to 1·ates to be charged by any corporation or person. 

LIFE OF FRANCHISE. 

Section 3. The maximum length of time for which a 
franchise or privilege to use the streets, alleys or other 
public places of the City may be granted to any person, 
:firm or corporation, shall be twenty-five years. 

FORFEITURE FOR NON-COMPLIANCE. 

Section 4. Every ordinance granting any franchise or 
plivelege shall provide for the termination and forfeiture 
thereof for an·y breach or failure to comply with any of the 
terms, limitations or conditions thereof, and in all sucp
cases the Commission shall have power to declare the term1-
nation and forfeiture of any such franchise or privilege the 
Sl:ll!le as though in each instance such power was expressly 
reserved. 

FRANCHISES NOT IN USE FORFEITED. 

Section 5. All franchises and privileges heretofore 
granted which the grantees thereof have not in good faith 
commenced to exercise, shall be declared forfeited and in
valid, unless such grante·es or their assigns shall, within six 
months after this Charte1· takes effect, in good faith com
mence the exercise and enjoyment of such privilege or 
franchise. -

MATTERS IN CHARTER NOT TO IMP AIR RIGHT TO 
INSERT OTHER MATTERS IN FRANCHISE. 

Section 6. The enumeration and specification of par
ticular matters in this Charter which must be included in 
every franchise or grant, shall not be construed as impair
ing the right of the Commission to insert in such franchise 
or grant such other and further matte1·s, conditions, cove
nants, terms, resti•ictions, limitations, burdens, taxes, assess
ments, fares, rentals, charges, control, forfeitures, or any 
other provisions whatever, as the Commission shall deem 
prope1· to p1•otect the interest of the people. · 

,I. 
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CHAPTER XVI, 

ACTION AGAINST THE CITY FOR DAMAGES. 
NOTICE. 

Section 1. No action shall be maintained against _ the 
City on· account of any defect in any stieet, road, bridge, 
sidewalk, public utility or other public.place, or by reason 
of the negligence of its officers, agents or servants, unless 
such street or highway upon which such inju_ry haP.pened 
is actually open, used and traveled by-the public as a street 
or highway,_ 11;or unless the p_ersoil · claiming to I:ave sus
tained such inJury or loss or his lawful representative, shl!ll 
within thirty <l:ays, or i:f: the inj~1'¥ .shall have 1;es1;1lteq m 
death or insamty o:f the person mJuredi then w1thm s1xt_y 
days, after the happ~ning of such injury or lo_ss, present his 
claim for compensation, damages or otber rehef on account 
thereof to the Commission in writing,stating the ti~e when, 
the place where, and the circumstances under whrc~ sue~ 
injury or loss occurred, and the amount. of coi~pensat10n. 01: 
the nature of the relief demanded from the City, an!'!- give 
said Commission ten days time after such. clai_m is presen~ed 
within which to decide upon the course rt will, pursu~ w~th 
relation to such claim; nor shall any such a~t10.n be mama 
tained unless the same shall be commenced w1thm one year 
a-fter the happening of such alleged injury or loss, 

NOTICE BY CITY OF DEFECTS. 

Section 2. In the prosecution of actions a~ainst !he 
City for personal injuries growing0 out of defective 9r nn
pro!Jerly constructed hig~way~;. pridll'es, culverts, streets, 
alleys, sidewalks, or publlc utJht1es, 1t shal1 b!'l necessal'Y, 
in order to maintain said action for the p~amt1ff, t~ allege 
and p1·ove that the _ defect or wan~ of, repair comp lamed t~! 
existed for more than ten da_Ys. immediately PF10r . tc had 
time of the happening of the mJury, or that said City 
actual notice and knowledge of such defect or want of re
pair· at the time such injury happened. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

MUNICIPAL COURT. 

WHERE HELD. 

Section 1 The Municipal Court shall be h~ld in the 
city of Anoia, at. s~me suitable place to be provided there-
for by the Comm1ss10n. 

JURISDICTION. 

Section 2 _ The Municipal Court of said CiW shalldhave 
· d · · d' ti'on of all tnals an ex-exclusive cognizance an Juris 1~ f . J t' of 

aminations within said city cf1;h1za~i!t~e ;~J ~f ~~t 1~~its, 
the Peace under the laws O e ' f all forfeitures 
prosecutions, pr~ceedings fo: tfl~et!ecoitpyu~isliment for th~ 
fines and penalties, o:r the m 1c ion 
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breach .of any by-laws, regulation or' ordinance of said City, 
and !)f. all otfenses against the same. And in all cases of 
conv1ct10ns for assaults, batteries and affrays, disorderly 
conduct, breach of the peace, keeping or :frequenting dis
o:rderl_y holl~e~, or houses of ill fame, the Municipal· Court 
~ay, m · adi11t1im to any fine or punishment authoriztid and 
imposed, or w1th<?ut such Jine or other punishment, compel 
the accused to give security to keep the peace and be of 
good behavior for a period not · exceeding sbt ( 6) months, 
and in a sum not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500). 

The Judge aml Special ,Tudire of said Court shall have·the 
powers of Justices of the Peace as conservators of the 
peace, andin all ministerial and ex-narte matters and shall 
have the po.wers of Justices of the Peace to take depositions. 
to bEl USE)d in othe:r courts, · 

Said Court shall also have -Power in all criminal actions 
within it$ juris~icti?n, when _the punishment is by impris
onment, or by 11npr1sonment m -default of payment o:f fine, 
to se~tence any off1;nder to hard labor in any wor~house 
established by the City for that purpose, or in case of male 
offenders, to sentence them to labor on any public improve
ment or work in like manner as in case of offenders against 
the city ordinances. 

FINES AND PENALTIES-DISPOSITION, 

Section 8. · All fines and penalties imposed -by imid Mu
nicipal Cou:rt shall belong to and be a part of·the revenue 
of si\id City, 

FEES PAID JUDGES. 

Section 4. The Judge and Special Judge of the Munici
pal Court shall be entitled to receive fees for any services 
performed by them whether for the City, County or individ
uals. Such charges against the City shall be presented, 
allowed and paid as other claims; and such fees shall be 
the same as m·e provided for Justices of the Peace under 
the laws of the State for like services. 

REPORTS TO COMMISSION. 

Section 5. The Judge and Special Judge of the Munici
pal Co.ur~ shall. at least once a month, and as often as the 
Comm1s~10n may require, report to the Commission all the 
proceedmgs instituted before them in which the City is in
terested, and shall at the same time account for and pay 
over to. the City Treasurer all fines and penalties collected 
or recewed· by them belonging to said City. 

RESIDENCE IN CITY DOES NOT DISQUALIFY. 

Section 6; .• The f:;i:ct that the Judge and Special Judge 
of the Mumc1pal Court are residents of the City of Anoka 
~hall not deprive them of jurisdiction of actions brought 
m. favo.r (?f or against said City when said actions are other
wise within the jurisdiction of said Municipal Court. 
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CHAPTER xvm . .. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

CONDUCT OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. 

Section 1. The City Attorney shall prosecute on behalf 
of the City all criminal cases arising from violations of the 
provisions of this Chattel.· and the ordinances of th~ City, 
and shall attend to all suits and proceedings in which the 
City may be legally interested; p1•ovideo, that the Commis
sion shall have control of all litigation_ of the City, ana may 
employ other attorneys to take charge of any litigation, or 
to assist the City Attorney therein. · 

CITY CLERIC 

Section 2. The City Clerk shall have the power to ad
minister oaths and affirmations, and to take and certffy ac
knowledgments of deeds and other instruments in all cases 
in which the .same are required or sanctioned by law: 

PRISONERS MAY BE REQUIRED TO WORK IN WORK
HOUSE OR UPON THE PUBLIO IMPROVEMENTS 

OF THE. CITY. 

Section 3. The Commission may provide by ordinance 
that all persons committed upon sentence, or in the d,efault 
of the payment of a fine, may be kept at hard labor in the 
workhouse or upon the public improvements of the City for 
a tei·rn not exceeding ninety days. 

PARKED PART OF STREETS. 

Section 4. The Commission shall have power to provide 
by ordinance that the parked part or grass plot of any street 
shall be gl·a.ded and covered with sod. or seeded with g1•ass, 
to be rnaintained and the grass properly cut by the occupant 
or owner of the abutting property, and in case of neglect of 
the occupant or owners to do SQ.. tl:.at the sa1ile may b~ done 
by the City at the expense o:f the abutting property, and 
that said expense may be co.llected by assessm~n~ in ,the 
same manner as assessments for laying and repamng side
walks are collected. 

PROCESS AGAINST THE CITY. 

Sec.tion 5. Service of summons, process or notice ~f any 
action or proceeding against the City may be made by leav
ing a copy thereof with the City Clerk, and it shall µe the 
duty of the City Clerk to forthwith inform the City Attor
ney thereof, who shall take such other proceedings as may 
be needfol to defend the inte1·ests of the City. 

WARRANTS. 

Section 6. In all prosecutions for the violation of the 
laws of the State, the provisions of this Charter, or the 
ordinances of the City, the first prpcess shall be by warrant; 
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provided, tpat no warrant shall be necessary in the case o:f 
arrest of any person while in the act of violating any such 
law, provision of this Charter, or ordinance of the City; and 
the persons so arrested shall be proceeded against in the 
same manner as if the arrest had been by warrant. 

POWER OF POLICE OFFICERS. 

Section 7, The Chief of Police, and all regular or tem
porary police officers, sha11 possess the powers of constables 
at common)~w and under the statutes of this State and in 
addition thereto, shall have the power to serve and execute 
any warrant, summons, commitment, writ, subpoena or pro
ce_ss issued out of the Municipal Court, and shall have 
authority to pursue and arrest in any part of the state be
yond the limits of the city any person charged with any 
violation of any law, ordinance of the City, or offense or 
crime within the limits of the city. Provided, that no such 
officer shall have l)ower to arrest without a warrant, except 
in cases in which arrest without a · warrant is authorized 
by the General Laws of the State, or this Charter; and. the 
violation of the City ordinances shall be deemed a public 
offense. 

PUNISHMENT FOR OFFENSES. 

Section 8. Every act, or omission to act, which under 
this Charter or the ordinances and regulatiom; of the City, 
is or shall be made a misdemeanor or subject to punishment, 
shaHl>e, if the punishment is not otherwise prescribed, pun
ishable by imprisonment for not more than ninety days, or 
by a fine of not more than One Hundred Dollars ($100). 

. INSPECTION OF RECORDS. 

Section 9. All records, books, and papers pertaining to 
the business of the City, or any Department thereof, shall 
be public and open to the inspection of any citizen of the 
City at all reasonable times and places. · 

APPROVAL OF PLATS. 

Section 10. The Commission shall have the sole power 
to accept and approve all plats of property within the city, 
and to prescribe the width and location of streets and alleys 
required in such . plats. The . Commission shall have the 
powei: to require the owners of unplatted property to 1nake 
such lmprovements as it deem proper before a plat thereof 
shall be accepted and approved by it. 

ACTIUNS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY. 
Section 11. All actions brought to recover any penalty 

or fo1·feiture under this Charter, or the ordinances, by
laws, police or health regulations made in pursuance there
of, shall be brought in the co1·porate name of the City. 

NOT INCOMPETENT. 
,Section ~2. No person shall be an incompetent judge, 

w1tnes.s or Juror by reason of his being an inhabitant of the 
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city, in any proceeding or action in which the City shall 
be a party in interest. 

STATE OFFEND]jlRS. 

Section. 13. The City shall not be liable in. any case for 
the board or jail fees of any person who may be committed· 
by any officer of the City, or any magistrate, to the jail of 
Anoka County for any offense punishable under the State 
laws. 

DEFINITION OF MISDEMEANOR. 

Section 14. The term "misdemeanor,'' as used in this 
Cr..arter, shall mean a violation of thiif Charter, or qf any 
ordinance, of which the Municipal Court shall have juris• 
diction. 

ATTEND' TO DUTIES, ., ' 

Section 15. All persons .holding any office or employ
ment under the City, whether elective o,r appointive, shall 
be requ'ired to engage in the actual work of the office- or 
employment so held, to the extent that th~ir service;;. may 
be necessary for the full and complete 'dlscharge gf the 
duties of said office or emIJloyment, and a failure. so to do 
shall be ground for removal. 

AFFIDAVITS OF PUBLICATION OF .ORDINANCES OR 
RESOLUTIONS, 

Section 16. The proprietor of the official n~wspap~r 
shall, immediately after the publication.of any not.1c~, ordi
nance or resolution, or proceedings of the Commis~10n, or 
of any other matter which is required by any provision ~f 
this Charter file with the City Clerk a copy of such publi
cation, with 'his affidavit or that of his :foreman,, of its due 
publication; and such affidavit shall be prima faCle ev;ide1,1ce 
of the publication· and no bill or claims for any pubhcation 
whatever . shall bii allowed or adjusted by th~ City Cler~ 
until such affidavit shall have been filed with hun, and until 
he has apnroved the same. 

FIRST ELECTION UNDER THIS CHARTER. 
Section 17. After the adoption of this Charter, it shall 

be the duty of the Mayor, Council and City Clerk of the 
City of Anoka in office when this Charter is adopted, to 
forthwith call ; special election for the election ot a Mayor 
and four Commissioners to hold office under thls .Charter 
when the same takes eff~ct, Such election to be. c,onducted 
as provided in this Charter for the genel';!!l mutpcipaJ el~c
tion. This Charter shall at the end of thirtY. days afj;er. its 
ratification by the qualified voters of th~ qlty bec~ll}e the 
Charter of the City, and suversede the eXlstmg Chatt(?r and 
amendments thereof. 

TERMS OF ·INCUMBENTS IN OFFICE. 
Section 18. The terms of office of the Mayor, Alder

men, City Clerk, Treasurer, City Engineer, Assessor, and 
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all other officers and appointees fa office in said City at 
the time of the . el~ction and qualification of said ~.fayor 
and four Comm1~s~oners, except the Judge and Special 

. Judge of)he l\iumc1J?al Court, shall cease and terminate on 
the elect10n and qualification of the Commission first elected 
hereunder. 

SUCCESSION. 

Section 19. When this Charter takes effect the City of 
Anoka shaU ]le an~ become the legal successo~ of th~ City 
of Anoka, un:der its former Charter, and shall be vested 
:'1th _all ~ranchises, rights ~nd immunities formerly vested 
m said C1ty1 except as herembef ore otherwise provide!l. 

. All property and _property rights and interests of every 
kmd and nature formerly vested in the City of Anoka or 
in any board or public officer of the same, shall, when this 
Charter takes effect, be and become vested in and be pos
sess~d by the City of Anoka under this Charter, and all 
previously existing indebtedness, obligations and liabilities 
of the City of Anoka, or any board or department thereof, 
tog.ether with all interest accrued or to be accrued thereon, 
be assumej and paid by the City of Anoka. This section 
shall not apply to the independent school district of Anoka. 

ORDINANCES, ETC., LEFT IN FORCE. 

Section 20. Nothing herein shall be understood or con
stJ,.ued as repe.aling, amending, or modifying any City ordi
nance1 resolution, rule, or order which may be in force in 

· the City of Anoka at the time this Charter goes into effect 
~nd becomes. operative, except so far as the same may be 
mcomnatible with any of the provisions of this Charter but 

. the sa~e shall continue in full force until repealed aniehded 
or mod1&ed by the Commission he1·ein provided fo;. 

CHARTER TO BE PUBLIC LAW, 

Se.ction 21. This Charter is hereby declared to be a 
Ph\:bhc Act, and may be read in evidence in all courts of 
t 1s State, .and need not be pleaded or proven. 
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ADDENDA 
That Section 2, Chapter VI of the City Charter be 

a:1nended so .. as to read. as follows: 

EXAMINATION OF BOOKS, REPORTS, ETC,, OF 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOiYES 

Section 2.. The Commission shall employ, once a year, 
either the State Public Examiner or some other competent 
accountant to be paid by the City, who shall have .full powe1· 

to, examine all books, records arid reports of all officers and 
employes who receive or disburse city moneys, and the 
books; records, and repo1·ts of such other officers and depart
ments as the Mayol,' or the Commission may direct. Said 
accountant may req1,1ire any officer or employee to be sworn 
and· explain under oath all matters relative to said books, 

· records and reports, AU officers and employes of the city 
shall give to such accountant all requi:red assistance and 
information, under oath or otherwise, as to all matters 
relating to such books, records and reports:, and shall submit 
to him for examination such books and papers as may be 
requested. Refusal or failure of any officer or employe of 

· the city to comply with the requirements of this section shall 
be sufficient ground for his re1noval from such office or em~ 
ploynfont. · 
· Adopted in 1928 .. 
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