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Home Rule Charter 
of the 

City of Redwood Falls, 
Minnesota 

Framed, pursuant to the Section 36 of Article 4 of the Constitution 
of the State of Minne.sota and the State Laws enacted pursuant 
thereto, by the Board of Freeholders duly appointed by the District 
Court of Redwood County, Minnesota as and for a Home Rule 
Charter for the City of Redwood Falls. 

CHAPTER I, 
NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Name and Boundaries. 

Section I; . The City of Redwood Falls, in the County of Red
wood and State of Minnesota, shall, upon the taking effect of this 
Charter, continue to be a Municipal Corporation, under the name and 
style of the City of Redwood Falls, with the same boundaries as 
now are or hereafter may be established. The boundaries of the 
said City shall comprise all that territory within said County of 
Redwood and State of Minnesota described as follows, viz: 

All of section one (1), Township One Hundred Twelve (112), 
Range Thirty-six (36), the South Half (Sl/2) of the South
east Quarter (SE¼) of Section Two (2), Township· One 
Hundred Twelve (112), Range Thirty-six (36); the South 
Half (S½) of the Northeast Quarter (NE¼); the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) of the Southwest Quarter (SW¼), the South 
Half (S½) of the Southwest Quarter (SW¼) and the South
east Quarter (SE¼) of. Section Thirty-six (36), Township 
One Hundred Thirteen (113), Range Thirty-six (36); the 
Northwest Quarter (NW¼) of Section Six (6), Township 
One Hundred Twelve (112), Range Thirty-ftve (35); the 
Southwest Quarter (SW¼) of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW¼) and the .Southwest Quarter (SW¼) of Section Thir
ty-one (31), Township One Hundred Thirteen (113), Range 
Thirty-five (35) excepting therefrom Lot Sixteen (16) of 
sion No. One (1) of Sectron Thirty-one (31), Township One 
Hundred Thirteen (113),1Range Thirty-five (35). 

Wards and Precincts. 
Auditor's Subdivision No. One (1); the South Half (S½) of 
Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of Section Thirty-one (31), Town
ship One Hundred Thirteen (113), Range Thirty-five (35), 
and Lots One (1), Nine (9), Ten (10), Thirteen (13), and the 
North 4.68 acres of Lot Twelve (12) of Auditor's Subdivi-

Section. 2 The City of Redwood Falls shall be divided into 
three (3) wards. 

The first ward shall comprise all. the territory within the cor
porate limits of said City lying and bemg West of an imaginary line 
rnnning North and South through the center of Mill Street, as now 
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designated, from the South boundury to the North boundary of said 

CityThe second ward shall comprise all the territory within the cor
porate limits of said City lying and being East of an imaginary line 
running North and South through the center of Mill Street, as now 
designated from the South boundary to the North boundary of said 
City and West of an imaginary line running North and South through 
the center of East Street, as now des,gnated, from ihe South bound
ary to the North boundary of said City. 

The third ward shall comprise all the territory within the cor-
porate limits of said City lying and being East of an imaginary line 
running North and South through East Street, as now designated, 
:from the South boundary to the North boundary of said City. 

Change of Wards .and Frecincts. 
Section 3. Each ward in the City shall constitute at least one 

election district, and additional election districts may be estab
lished and the boundaries thereof subsequently changed by ordin" 
ance or resolution of the Council adopted at least ninety days before 
the next ensuing election; and sixty days' posted notice thereof shall 
be given before the change shall take effect, provided, however, the 
council shall have no power to change the number of. wards. 

CHAPTER II. 
CORPORATE POWERS, RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

Corporate Powers. 
Section 4. The City of Redwood Falls, by and in its corporate 

nam~, shall have perpetual succession; and, save as herein otherwise 
provided and save as prohibited by the Constitution or Statutes of 
tile State of Minnesota, it shall have and exercise all powers, func
~!~ns, rights, and privileges possessed by it prior to the, adoption of 
u11s Charter; also all powers, functions, rights, and pnvileges now 
or hereafter. given or granted by the constitution and the laws of the 
State of Mmnesota to municipal corporations having "Home Rule 
Chart~rs," also all powers, functions, rights, and privileges usually 
exercise~ by, or which are incidental to, or inherent in, municipal 
corporations. of like power and degree; also all municipal powers, 
functions, rights, privileges, and immunities, of every name and 
nature. whatsoever; and in addition it shall have all the powers and 
be subJect to the restrictions contained in this Chatter. 

In )ts co~·porate name, it may tal-:e and hold, by purchase, con
demnation, ~ift, or devise, and lease and convey all such real, per
sonal, or -mJxed property, within or without its boundaries, as its 
purl?oses may :equire or as may be useful or beneficial to its in
h!lbit_a~ts; and 1t may contract with the County or with other muni
cipalities for such joint services and utilities as may seem desirable, 
and for all other legitimate purposes. 

Subsisting Rights and Obligations. 

Section 5. When this Charter takes effect the City of Redwood 
Fans shall b_e and become the legal successor of the City of Redwood 
J1'.alls under .its forl!l~r Charter, and shall be vested with all franchises, 
nghts, _and 1m1r1umtles formerly vested in said City except as hereh1 
otherwise provided. - ' _ 

t ~U property and property rights and interests of every kind and 
na Ule formerly vested in said City of Redwood Falls, or in any 
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bo&rd or public officer of the same, all taxes and assessments levied 
m ~-s behalf, and all rights, penalties or forfeitures, accrued or ac~ 
c. umg, shall, when this Charter takes effect be and become vested 
in, and be possessed by, the City of Redwood Falls under this Cbarter, 
and all previously existing indebtedness, obligations, and liabilitie& 
of said City of Redwood F.alls, or any department thei'eof, llO matter 
in what form or how incurred, shall, together with all interest ac-
1;1 ued thereon, be assumed and paid by the City of Redwood Falls, 
any subsisting right, lien. or demand against the City, or any pend
ing ac.ion or proceedmg to enforce the same, shall not be prejudiced 
or affected in any way by this Charter. 

E::ds:ing Ordinances Continued. 
Section 6. All ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations of 

the City in force when this Charter takes effect, and not inconsistent 
with the provisions thereof, are hereby continued in full force and 
t.ffect until amended or repealed. 

Continuance of Contracts and Initiated Public Work. 

Section 7. All contracts entei-ed into by the City or for its bene
fit, prior to the taking effect of this Charter, shall continue in full 
force and effect. All public work begun prior to its taldng effect 
shall be continued and perfected thereunder. Public improvements 
ior which legislative steps shall have been taken under laws or 
charter provisions, existing at the time) this Charter takes effect, 
may be carried to completion in accordance with such existing laws 
,nct charter provisions. 

Eminent Domain. 
Section 8. In the exercise. of the rights of eminent domain, 

herein gncnted, the City, · for the purpose of acquiring private pro
perty, within or without the corporate limits thereof, which may be 
needed for any public use or purpose, may proceed in the manner 
prescribed by the General laws of the State pertaining to such pro~ 
ceedings, or in the mariner otherwise provided in this Charter. 

Sale of Real Froperty. 
Section 9. No real property of the City shall be disposed o.f 

except by unanimous vote of the City Council, and then only in case 
the said property is no longer needed for public purposes. The pro
ceeds of any such conveyance or sale shall be used, as far as possible, 
to retire any outstanding indebtedness incurred by said City in the 
purchase or improvement of such property, or other property used for 
1he same public purpose; but if therE: be no such outstanding in
debtedness, the City Council ro,3.y designate some other public use 
for such proceeds. 

Gifts and Bequests. 
Section 10. The City may, tI:rough the City. Council or any of 

the Commissions created under this Charter, receive and accept any 
gifts, devices, or bequests of real or personal property, and may 
keep ,and administer such. property for the bepefit of the residents of 
the City in accordance with the terms prescnbed by the donor. 
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CHAPTER m. 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

Regular M:unlcipal Elections. 

Section 11. Regular municipal elections shall be held on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in April, every two (2) years, 
at such places as the City Council may designate: the first regular 
municipal election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Mon
day in April, 1943. 

· At such regular election there shall be elected the officers pro
v.ded for in this Charter, or that may hereafter be required in lieu 
thereof by the laws of the state, 

On the ninth (9th) Tuesday after this Charter is ratified by the 
qualified voters of the City of Redwood Falls, there shall be held 
,a special election at which special election there shall be elected a 
mayor who shall servr until the second Tuesday after the first Mon~ 
day in April, 1943. One alderman for the first ward who shall be 
elected to· serve until the second Tuesday after the first Monday in 
April, 1943. One ,::ilderman for the second ward who shall serv!l 
untff the second Tuesday after the first Monday in April, 1943. One 
alderman for the third ward who shall be elected to serve until the 
second Tuesday after the first Monday in April, 1945. One alderman
.at-large who shall be elected to serve until the second Tuesday after 
the first Monday in April, 1945. . . 

The officers elected at the election above provided for shall take 
office on the Tuesday next, after the holding of said election. 

Existing Officers; 

Section 12 .. All City officers elected at any City election held 
prior to the ratification ,::ind adoption of this Charter shall continue 
to h?ld their offices until the Tuesday next following the special 
tlection held pursuant to the provisions of Section .eleven (11) of 
this Charter. , 

The incumbent of any office abolished by the provisions of this 
Cha~ter shal~ vacate such office on the Tuesd.ay next following the 
special election · held pursuant to the provisions of Section eleven 
( 11) of this Charter. 

Special Elections. 

?ection 13. The, City Council may by resolution order a special 
election _and. fix lhe time and provide all means for holding the same. 
The notice, m case of such special elections, shall include a statement 
of the purpose for which the election is to be held, but in all other 
tesp~cts th~ procedure shall conform as nearly as possible to that 
herem provided for other municipal elections. 

No:ico of Elections. 

Se?tion 14. Notice of all elections shall be given by the City· 
Clerk m t~e manner provided by the general election laws of the 
St~te of M11;1nesota applicable to the City of Redwood Falls but 
failure to give such notice shall not invalidate the election. ' 
Nomination by Filing 

. Section 15. At least fifteen (15) days but not more than 
thirty (30) days p~ior to a municipal election ,sny eligible person 
may become a candidate for any office, elective under the provisions 
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of this Charter, by filing an affid .. vit with the City Clerk, specifying 
therein the office for which he is ,:a candidate at the ensuing election 
and that he is a candidate for such office, At the time of filing said 
affidavit he shall pay the Clerk a fee of one ($1.00) dollar. 

Nominations by Petition. 

Section 16. The name of any elector of the City shall be print
ed Upon the ballot whenever a petition as hereinafter prescribed 
Shf111 have been filed in his behalf with the City Clerk; providing 
said elector. has not filed with the City Clerk a statement declining 
to be a candidate for said office at least ten days before said election. 
Such petition shall be signed by a number of voters equivalent to 
at least ten per cent (10%) of the total number of votes cast at the 
last regular municipal election. No elector sh;:iU sign petitions for 
more candidates than the number of places to be filled at the elec
tion, and should he do so his signature shall be void as to the peti
tion or petitions Lsst filed. All nominating petitions shall be in 
the hands of the City Clerk at least fifteen days before the election, 
and the filing for each candidate shall be . accompanied by a filing 
fee of one dol1ar ($1.00) which fee shall be paid into the general 

. fund and used in defraying the cost of the election. 
The Signature to the nomination petition need not be all appended 

to one paper, but to each separate paper there shall be attached a11 
affidavit of the <;irculator stating the number of signers of such paper 
and that each signature appended thereto was made in his presence 
and is thf: genume .signature of the person Whose name it purports 
to be. With each signature shall be stated the place of residence of 
the s~gner, g~ving. the street and house number or other descriptions 
sufficient to identify the same. The form of the nomination petition 
shall be substantially as follows: 

NOMINATION PETITION 

We, the undersigned, electors of the City of Redwood Falls 
here nominate ................................................. ,·--·········• whose · residencJ 
is ............................................................ for the office of .............. · ............... . 
to be voted for at the election to be held on the .................... day 
of ........... _. ............................ , 19 ...... _..; and we individually certify that we 
are 9.ua~rfied e~e~tors of the .City and th~t we have not signed more 
nommation petitions of candidates for this office than there are per
sons to be elected thereto. 

Name Street and Number 

................. ;,. ...................................... ; q ............... H•I<+-•_ .............................................................................................................. ,. ............ .. 

............................................ being duly sworn, deposes and says that he 
i~ the circulator of the for.egoing petition paper containing .............. .. 
signatures, and that the signature appendecl thereto were made in 
his presence and ,;1re the signatures of the persons whose names they 
purport to be. 

Signed .......................................................... .. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ······- day of ................ , u, .. .. 

Signed ..... (Official.Ad.;;;i~·i;f;i,'{~g .. Oathf 
This petition, if found insufficient by the City Clerk; shall be 

returned to ................................................ at No ............................... street. 
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Election Returns and Canvass. 

section 17. Immediately upon the completion of the counting 
of all ballots the judges of election shall certify to the council a 
s atement of the results of the election. The statement to the council 
£hall include {a) total number of good ballots cast for each candidate, 
with an indica:ion of those who were elected; (b) a true copy of 
the ballots used; (c) the n11mber of defective or spoiled ballots; 
(d) the names of the judges and clerks of election: and such other 
information as may seem pertinent. 

The City Council shall meet and canvass the election return::1 
within three (3) days .after any regulm• or special election, and shall 
make full declaration of the results as soon as possible, and file a 
s,atement thereof with the City Clerk. The City Clerk shall forth
with notify all persons elected of the fact of their election. 

state Laws Applicable, 

Section 18. Except .as otherwise provided herein, the provisions 
of any state law, now or hereafter in force, relating to the qualifica
tions of electors, the manner of voting, the duties of election officers, 
.be canvassing of returns, and all other provisions with respect to 
the conduct of elections, sh::ill, so far as applicable, apply to all 
municipal elections held under· this Charter. · . 

Tie in Election. 

Section 19. Whenever two or more candidates for an elective 
office shall receive an equal number of votes for the same office, the 
election shall be determined by the casting of lots in the prese11ce 
0£ the City Council at such time .and in such manner as they may 
direct, of which time ,and place said candidate shall have notice, 

Elective Officers. 

Sectiot: 20. The elective officers of the City shall be a Mayor, 
0;1e Councilman from each ward, one Councilman-at-large, a Muni
cipal Judge and Special Municipal Judge. The Mayor, the Council
man-at-large and the Municipal Judge and Speci.al Municipal Judge 
shaH be a resident PUd qualified elector of the City for a period of 
O!}e year continuously prior to the day of the election. Each Coun
cilman shall have been a resident of the City for a period of one 
year conti1:mously prior to the day 0£ election and also shall be a 
legal, qualified elector in the ward which be shall represent. 

The Mayor shall be elected to serve for a term of two years and 
each Councilman, elected to represent a ward, shall be elected to 
serye for a term of four years ,and one Councilman, who shall be 
designated;as Councilman-at-large who shall be elected by the voters 
of the entire electorate of the City, who shall serve for a term of 
four years, The terms of ,all elective officers except the Municipal 
Judge and Special Municipal Judge shall begin on the second Tues
day ~ter the first Monday in April C following the last Municipal 
Election. All elective officers shall. hol:l office until their successors 
are elected and qualified. 

Judge of MU11icipal Court. 

~ection 21.. _There shall be elected at the genera_! municipal 
election a Municipal Judge and a Special Municipal Judge who shall 
hold office fo~ ~our (4) years. . · 

The Mumcipal Judge and the Special Municipal Judge shall take 
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nnd hold office pur.,uant to the provisions of th1; Constitution 9f !he 
Stute of Milmesotn and Laws of the St:ite of l\!fmnesota establislung 
uu rcgu}ating municipal courts, • 

Nothing in this Charter shall be construed as shortenmg the 
tHms of any municipal ;iudge or special municipal judge elected at 
t:ny cb .. tion held prior to the adoption and ratification of this Charter. 

CHAPTER IV 

APPOINTIVE OFFFJCERS AND DEPART1'IENTS 

Board Commissions and Departments. 
Section 22. In addition to the elective officers of the City there 

shall be a Board of He,!llth, a Fire Department and a Department of 
Police, the duties, powers, and form or organization of which shall -
be as defined herein, 

Section 23. The Council shall appoint annually .at its first meet-
ing in April, a City Clerk, a City Attorney, a City Treasurer and a 
Ci y Engineer. At the first meeting in January of each cdd-numbered 
year it Ehall appoint an assessor for a term of two years. Such other 
officers and employees may be appointed from time to time ~s the 
council may determine Ol' this charter may require. All appointive 
offtcen; shall be selec'ed for their special fitness for such offices and 
positions, and their duties shall be fixed by the council by ordinance 
or resolution. 
Incompatible O!fices. 

Section 24, · No member of the City Council in office at the time 
th's Charter becomes effective or at any time thereafter, nor any 
member of his immediate family, shall be .appointed to or hold any 
pa.d munic:pal office or employment unc.ier the Ci'y: and until one 
year after expiration of his term of office as Councilman, no former 
Council member shall be appointed to any paid office or employment 
ur..Jer the City, created by the City Council during his term as a 
member of the Council or the cmolum.:,.,,s of which were increased 
c.urirtg said term. 
Combining of Offices. 

Section 25. Any two or more> of the offices created under this 
Charter, and made appointive by the City Council, may, in the dis
t.eden of the Council be filled by one ,and the same person. Addi
t anal fu'1ctions and duties may be assigned to departments, com
missions, and offices established by this Charter, but no function or 
duty assigned by this Charter, to .a specific department or office shall 
be discon inued by the· Council or assigned to any other department 
or office. 
Additional Offices, Departments; Boards or Commissions. 

Section 26. The City Council may create and establish addi
fioon offices, departments, hoards or commissions, consistent with the 
gc.nEral purposes of this Charter, and may, from time to time, alter 
the form or functions thereof. It may also discontinue temporarily 
or enfa~ly abolish the departments or offices by it so established. 

CHAPTER V 
FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL 

Section 27. All powers of the City, both legislative and admin
is'rative, unless otherwise delegated by the J?rovisions of this Chart
tr, £hall vest in and be exercised by the City Council. 
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CHAPTER VI 

DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE MAYOR 

Section 28, The M,:3yor shall be the chief executive office:· ~if 
th Ci y. He shall also be the head of_ t~e police depar?Uent of s~id 
Cify and shall have the po~er of appomting_and removmg all pollce 
officers and watchmen, subJect to_ cimfir:11a~10n <!nd approval of; the 
Police Commission if such comm1ss10n is rn ex1sterce at the time. 
He shall exercise all power~ and perform ~11 duties conferred on 
him by this Charier, the ordinances of 1.hs City, and the laws of the 

State. 
He shall have the power. to veto ~11 ordinances ~nd resolution~ 

enacted or adopted by the City 9ouncil, also _all motions passEd b:, 
the Council involving the expenditure of pubhc funds or the grant-
ing of licenses or permits. 

He shall be recognized as the official head of the City for all 
ceremonial purposes, and by the Governor of the Sta~e :for the P'4r~ 
poses of the martial law. He shall study ~he operation of the_ C:ty 
Government and shall report to the Council any neglect, derelict~on 
of duty, or waste on the part of any office or department of the City. 

In all cases where the vote .o~ the City Council on tll;e question 
of the selection of its own presiding officers or the appointment of 
any City officer or employee, o~ upon ihe question of the gr~nting of 
any license or permit results in a tie vote or votes, such q"4est10n shall 
be reconsidered and voted upon ,as the first order of business. at the 
next regular meeting o! the City_ Council !mmediately following the 
regular or special meetmg at which such tie vote resulted. If, u~on 
reconsideration the tie vote is unbroken after two ballots, a thu:d 
ballot shall :forthwith be taken, and, upon such third ballot, the mayor 
sh.all have the .right to cast the deciding vote in case the vote of the 
councilmen still results in a tie. In such case where the mayor casts 
the deciding vote the action of the. City Council and the Mayor shall 
be finaLand not subject to any ~~bsequent. vote by the ~f!yor. The 
right of the Mayor to cast a dec1dmg vote is expressly hm1ted to the 
questions hereinbefore enumerated. 

Acting Mayor. 
Section 29. In case of the temporary .absence of the J,\1ayor fr_om 

the City, or by reason of his inability through sickness or otherwise, 
temporarily to perform the duties of Ms office, the President. of the 
City Council, or, in case he. also is prevented by abs1:nce or s1ckn~ss 
from acting, then fhe Vice-President of the Council shall, durmg· 
such absence or disability, exercise the powers .and perform !he 
duties of the Mayor, and while so acting shall be styled 'Acting 

• Mayor'' and his acts in that capacity shall have the same force and 
validity as if performed by the Mayor. 

CHAPTER vn. 
TERMS OF OFFICE, VACANCIES and REMOVALS 

Section 30. Except as otherwise provided herein, the terms o.f 
all City officers shall be as follows: th:1 M;iyor, two (2) years; the 
alderman of the first ward tour (4) years; the alderman of the 
second ward, four ( 4) year~; the ald<'rma:n of the third war?, fo1;1r 
(4) years and the alderman-at-large, four (4) years, and until thetr 
successors shall have been appointed and duly qualified. 
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Commencement of Terms. 

Section 31, Unless otherwise specifically provided in this Charter 
the terms of all elecUve officet.S, except the Municipal Judge and the 
Special Municipal Judge, shall begin on the second Tuesday after 
the first Monday in April, next succeeding the regu1at• City Election, 
ar:.d the .. terms o:f all appointive officers shall begin on the third 
Tuesday after the first Monday in April. · 

Vacancies-How Created. 

Section 32, A vacancy in any office created under this Charter, 
c:"nd filled .either by election or appointment for a definite term, shall 
be deemed to exist for any of the following reasons; the death, the 
rEsignation or removal of the incumbent; his removal from the ward 
for which he was elected, or from the City, his conviction, while in 
oifice, of any infamous crime 01· of any offense involving a violation 
of his official c,ath; his failure to take the oaih of office or to give 
or 1·enew his official bond or to deposit or file such oath or bond 
within the time prescribed,. the decision of a competent tribunal 
declaring his election or appointment void; or the death of the person 
c.lected or ,appointed to fill a vacancy, or for a full term, before he 
qualifies. or before the time when by Jaw he should enter upon the 
duties of the office to which he was elected or appointed, in whfch 
case the vacancy shall be deemed to take place at the time when his 
term of office would have begun had he lived. 

Vacancies-How Filled. 
Section 33. Whenever such a vacancy occurs the City Council 

shall by resolution declare such vacancy to exist and an eligible 
petson shall forthwith be appointed by it to fill the same. In the 
case of a vacancy in the membership of the Council it shall be 
filled by appointment only until the next regular municipal election, 
at which time .a successor shall be chosen for the balance of the un
expired term; provided, that in filling a vacaricy in the office of 
Mayor, the Council shall not appoint one of its own members. 

Vacancies in Commission. 
Section 34. Nothing in the foregoing sec;:,;..,n shall be construed 

.as applying to vacancies in the membership of commissions appointed 
ur:der this Charter or to a vacancy in the office of the Municipal 
Judge, such vacancies shall be filled in the manner specifically pro-
v ded herein. 

Removals. 
Section 35. Every person elected to office under this Charter, 

and every person appointed for a definite term, except police officers 
and the Municipal Judge and the Special Municipal Judge shall be 
subject to removal by a three-fourths vote of the entire Council. 
No such officer, or appointee,. howevei:, shall be removed except for 
cause, nor unless furnished with a wr1t!en statement, of the charges 
against him and an opportunity given him to be heard, in person, or 
by counsel, in his own defense. 

The Council shall fix i:he time and place for a hearing on such 
charges, of which not less than ten days' notice shall be given to the 
officer to be removed ,and shall have power to arrange the mode of 
trial, to compel the attendance of witnesses and i:he production of 
papers, to administer oaths, and to hear the proofs and arguments. 
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If, after due notice, ~aid officer £hall neglect to mnke answer to the 
chnges, the same Ehall be cause for removal without further notice. 

The police officers of the City of Redwood Falls shall be subject 
to the Civil Service Ordinance now in effect or subject to amend~ 
ments that may here,after be made thereto. 

CHAPTER Vln. 
OFFICIAL OATHS AND BONDS 

Salaries. 
Section 36. The l\'Iayor shall receive an annual salary of Two 

Hundred fifty Dollars ($250.00) payable monthly. Each councilman 
shall receive an annual salary of One Hundred Twenty-five Dollars 
($!2~.00) payable monthly .. The olher elective officers .and all ap~ 
pomhve officers and employees of the City shall receive such salaries. 
fees o~ wages as. J?aY be fixed from time to time by resolution of the 
councll. In addition, each councilman shall receive compensation or 
$5,00 _for. each day of actual service when meeting as a Board of 
Equallzat10n, not to exceed, however, a period of three (3) days in 
fmY one ;i;ear. · 

t 
T~1e salary of all other elective officers shall also be fixed by. 

he City Council. 
Except a~ otherwise provided for herein the City Council shall 

fix. the sa1aries of all appointive officers at the time of their ap-
pomtment. · 
Mayol''s Contingent Fund. 

Section 37. The City Council may create a contingent ;fund fot• 
!he ~ayo: no~ to ex1:e.ed $125.00 per year to cover legitimate expenses 
mcurred m his official capacity, 

Oa~lt of Office. 

Section 38. Every person elected or appointed to office under 
this ~harter shall, before entering upon the performance of the duties 
of,ell irnc:h take and subs.cribe an oath of office, in the form pres-

t
cr, be filyd e_thGetnheral. Laws of this State, and shall cause the same 
o e e wi e City Clerk. 

Official Bonds. 

ffi Sectiont39. The _City Clerk, the City Treasurer, and such other 
o cers as he Council or the various Commission ma d' 
each: before ~ntering upon the duties of their respectlv rrfit, shfl 
requITed t~ give bond to the City, in such sum as ma \i ces, e Jbi Co~n:11 or the Com!nissions, ~s additional security {ol' ur~xfiit~: 
.u per ormance of their respective duties ,:md the safe k e · · 
the mfr:eys, funds, securities, and property belonging to th: ~~g .of 
~~Ka~ s~t!itt~~~~~~ecf1~i0~1!1i~~ons,. or under their_ c~ntrol.

1 

§u~~ 
case may be, and !"hall then be file1::},~\ the <;omrmss1ons, as ~he 
that the bond of said City. Clerk shall bo filed hw\tCl11ttyh CCle_rtk, T.exceptmg - e 1 y reasurer, 

CHAPlER IX, 

COUNCIL PROCEDURE 

Regular Meetings. 

Section 40. The annual meeting of the Cit c 
held on the second Tuesday after the first Mo day . ounAcn. shall be 11 Y 111 pnl of each 

CITY OF REDWOOD FALLS 13 

year. A regular meeting time and place shall be fixed by motion; 
provided, however, that there shall be a regulat• meeting held at 
1cnst once each month. 
Special Meetings, · 

Seeton 4L Special meetings m:iy be held at any time upon call 
oi the Mayor, or at the request of three (3) members acting through 
the mayor, and if for any reason the Maj or refuses to act upon such 
request, then upon the call of the members themselves. In all cs~es 
nodce in writing, containing a statement of the purpose for which 
tlle meeting is caned shall be given to each member of the Council 
at least six hours in advance thereof, either by delivery in person or 
by leaving a copy of the notice with some responsible person at the 
member's usual place of abode. The presence of an:Y member of the 
Council at a special meeting thall constitute a waiver by him of any 
formal or written notice of eaid meeting, unless he appears for the 
Ipecial purpose of objecting to th<! hold.ng of such meeting. 

Rulea of Procedure and Quorum. 
Section 42. The Cou'1cil shall determine its own rules and order 

of businel's, and shall keep a journal of its proceedings. A majoi:ity 
of all members elected shall constitute a quorum for the tr,ansaction 
of business, but a less number may udjou..n from tilne to time. 

1Vlee1ingz to be Public. 
Section 43. All meetings of the City _Council shall be public, 

and any citizen shall have access to the mmutes or records tllereof 
aL all reasonable hours. 

Appointments. 
Section 44. Promptly upon the adoption and ratification of this 

Charter and at each annual meeting thereafter the City Council sh~l1 
,appoint a City Clerk; a City Attorney, a City. Engineer, a City 
Treasurer and such other officers as. may be requITed under the P:O
visions of this Charter, the general laws ~f the Stat<: .and the ordm
ances of the City and whose appointment 1s nol: specifically delegated 
to some other authorities. . . . 

The Mayor shall likewise at. these meeti~gs, or adJOur~ed ses~ 
sions thereof, make such nominat10ns for. appomtl?ent as he IS_ auth
orized to make by this Charter, but wluch requ11:e confirmation by 
the City Council. · · 

Ordinances, Resolutions, ancl Motions. 
Section 45. The final vote upon all ordinances or resolutionsJ 

and upon all ,smendments thereto, shall be b? a:17es a~d noes, ana 
the vote of each member shall be. recorded m. the mmutes. The 
votes of at least three (3) members shall be req.ui~·ed for the passage 
of all ordinances and the votes of ,at le~st a maJor1ty. of ~he members 
present at any duly constituted meetmg shall be reqmred f?r the 
doing of any other business _exceJ:?t th<: passage of such 01,j~nance 
and except ,as otherwise provided m this Chart.er. Eve:i;y ~rdmanc_e 
or resolution enacted or adopted by the Council shall be signed by 
the Mayor, attested by the Ci~Y Clerk, and shall be filed with tl.a 
City Clerk immedi,ately after its passage. 

Procedure 011 Orclinances. 
Section 46. 'rhe enacting clause of a~l ordinances passed by the 

Council shall be in the words: "The City of Redwood Falls does 
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ordain." Every proposed ordin.ance shall be presented in writing. 
]!.very ordinance, o he1• than emergency ord:nances, shall have two 
public readings in full, ~nd at least three days shall elapse betweeu 
1he fitst and second readings thereof. 

Emergency Ordinances and Resolutions. 
Section 47, An emergency ordinance 01· resolution is an ordin

ance or resolution for the immediate preserv,ation of the public peace 
health, or safety, in which tbe emergency is defined or declared in a 
preamble thereto, separately voted upon, and agreed to by at least 
three (3) members of the Council, as recorded by ayes and !lf\,,S, 

rroccdure on Resolutions. 
Section 48, Every resolution shall be presented in writing and 

read in fuU before ,a vote is taken thereon, unless the reading thereof 
is dispensed with by unanimou;; consent. 

Signin!ll and. Approval. · 
Section 49. Every ordinance or resolution enacted or adopted 

by the Council shall be presented by the City Clerk to the Mayor 
for approval or disapproval within three days after its passage, 
Sunday, excepted. Upon such presentation, the Mayor shall endorse 
thereon the date of its presentation to him and sh.all within three 
days, Sundays, excepted, place thereon in writing either his approval 
or disapproval. If he disapproves of the same, he sh.all attach thereto 
his objections, and return such ordinancs or resolution, together witb 
his objections, to the City Clerk within the time aforesaid. 

Upon the return of any such ordinance or :resolution, dis,approved 
by the Mayor the vote by which the same was passed shall be re
considered by ayes and noes, entered upon the record, and if upon 
web reconsideration it shall be passed by said. Council by a unani
mous vote of its membership, it shall have the same effect as it 
approved by the Mayor. 
. If an ordinance or resolution is not returned by the Mayor with
in three days after it shall have been presented to him, it shall have 
the ~.ame effect as if approved by him, · 

Publication of Ordinance. 
. Section 50. After approval in any manner, every ordinance 

sl~all_ be published at least once in the official paper of the Cit) 
w1th1:q fifteen days after such ,approval and shall be recorded by 
the 91tY: Clerk in a book kept for that purpose, and the affidavit of 
p~blicat1on. thereof shall be recorded therewith, and the record of 
said ordinance ,and affidavit of publication thereof, or a certifi~d 
copy thereof, shall be deemed sufficient evidence of such publication. 

Ordinances-Adoption of Codes by' Reference, 

Se<:tion 51. The City Council may by ordinance adopt any code 
or. por!1C?n th~reof, relating to building construction, plumbing, elec~ 
tnc _w1rmg, inflammable liquids, sanitary provisions, public health 
pubhc safety. and welfare, and all other subjects 1>f public concern' 
prepared for general distribution in printed form as a standard o{ 
model on any such subject. Any such ordinance may incorporate 
all or part of the provisions of such standard or model printed code 
?Y ref~rence thei;eto. All requirements for publication shall be sat
isfied 1f the ordinance so incorporating any such code, ol' portions 
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thereof, by reference is published in the manner required by tbis 
chartel' and if prior to publications of such ordinance, not less than 
thrEe printed copies of such code or portions of such code to be 
adopted shall have been m:1rked "Official Copy" and filed for use 
ar.d examination by the public in the office of the City Cler~ Pro
visions of {he code, or portions thereof, thus incorporated IJ'.! such 
ordinance by reference shall be as much a part of such ordmance 
as if they had been set out in full therein. 

Mayor's Veto or Motions. 
Section 52. Ev:ery motion passed by the Council, involving ~he 

expenditure of public funds or the granting of Ji~enses or perm1_ts, 
shall be subject to the ve,o of the Mayor. If not disapproved by him 
within three d,ays after its passage, it shall have the same effect as 
ii expressly approved by him. If he disapproves of the saf!le,. he 
shall file his objections, in writing, with the City Cler~ within the 
tim.! afores:a:d, in which event the vote upon s~ch m_ot10~ shall be 
recons· dered by the Council, and if, upon reconsideration 1t shall be 
passed by a un.animous vo.e of its membership, it shall have the same 
effed as if approved by the Mayor. 

When Ordinances and Reso1u·ions Take Effect. 
Section 53. Emergency ordinances and resolutions, and. ordin

ences and resolutions, determining the a~nual budget, making t~e 
tnnual tax levy, and providin~ for l~cal 1mproveme-!1ts and special 
ar.sessments sh.sll .take effect 1mmzdiately upon therr passage and 
approval a~d publication in case of ordinances. . 

All other ordinances and resolutions, enacted b.Y the Council, 
1:h:111 take effect immediately ,sfter the. date of therr passage an_? 
r;pproval, ,and publication in case of ordinances, unless later date 1s 
fi:lw.:1 therein, in which event they shall take effect ,at such later date. 

Reconsideration of Council Vote. 
Section 54. No vote of the City Council shall be reconsidered 

er rescinded at a subsequent meeting unless there be present at such 
meeting as large a number of councih:nen as were present when the 
vote was taken. 
Official Paper. 

Section 55. At the regul,ar annual meeting in each year the 
Ci~y Council shall designate o~e of. the legal .newspapers, r1;gula?,'lY 
p int1:.d and published in the City,. as the official paper of si;1d City, 
in which shall be published all or~nance~ and othe~ proceedmgs and 
no ices, the publication of which .is reqwrE:d by th1~ Charter or the 
ordinances of the City; provided, th9:t the City Coun~1l may order the 
publication of such ordinances, notices, and advertisements as _may 
be of general importance in such other newspapers as they may direct. 

Purchases. 
Section 56. No purchase involving the expenditure of more than 

Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) shall bs ma~e exc~pt upon comI?eti
tive sealed bids, and in ,all such cases _public ~otice ~hall be g1v~11 
and bids invited for the same bY notice published. m the official 
paper of the City once in each week for two successive weeks. 

Requisitions. 
Section 57. No order shall be. place~ or any J?1¥~hase made fol' 

,or 0'1 b:half of ihe City except upon written requis1t10n of the head 



16 CHARTER OF THE 

of the department, board, or council committee in such form as thJ 
City Council rhall prescribe. 

CHAPTERX. 

DUTIES OF APPOINTIVE OFFICERS 

City Clerk-Powers and! Duties. 

Sect:on 58. The powers and duties of the City Clerk shall be 
as follows: 

(1). He shall be the chief accounting officer of the City and of 
all depar;ments, thereof. He shall keep a complete set of books, 
£bowing in detail all of the business and financial affairs and trans
actions, of the City. The City Council shall have authority to pres
cr,be ihe foi'm of such books as it may deem best for the interests 
of the city. 

(2). He shall keep the corporate seal of the City and all papers 
and records of the City except as otherwise provided in this Charter. 

(3). He shall be the Clerk of the City Council and as such shall 
attend all of its meetings and keep ,a record of all of its proceedings 
;n books to be provided therefor. 

(4). He shall sign all orders on the City Treasurer, but only 
when authorized so to do as provided in this Charter. He shall also 
sign all bonds, certificates of indebtedness, warrants, or other evi
dences of indebtedness at any time issued by the City and affix the 
corporn.te seal thereto. He shall also sign in behalf of the City any 
and all contracts au·horized by th2 City Council, pursuant to the pro
visions of this Charter, and sh:1U likewise affix the corporate seal 
thereto, 

(5). He shall, on request, prepare and certify under the cor
porate seal of the City copies of all papers and records in his office, 
~nd he shall be entmed to m:ake a reasonable charge therefor. 

(6). He shall have power to administer oaths and affirmations 
and to take acknowledgements. 

(7). He shall promptly notify all officers of their election or 
appointment and of the amount of their official bonds. 

(8.) He -shall report the name of any person elected or ap
pointed to any office, who shall have neglected· to file his official 
bond or oath of office as required, to the Council at its next meeting 
after ·such default. 

(9). He shall present to the City Council at each regular meet
ing thereof a repol't, setting, forth in detail and classified as to funds, 
all moneys received. ,and paid out in behalf of the City since his last 
monthly report, the balance to the credit of each fund, and the bal
ance on deposit in each City depository. At the end of each fiscal 
J,ear he shall present ,a simllar · 1eport to the City Council, showing 
in detail all receipts and disbursements of the City for the fiscal 
year then ending. All of sai::I repor,s shall be in such form as may 
be prescribed by the City Council. He shall also make such other 
and lurther reports as may from time to time be required of him by 
the City Council. 

(10), He shall have such other powers ancl duties as may be 
elsewhere provided for in this Charter or as m::iy hereafter be pres
cribed by the City Council. 

Duties of the City Treasurer. 

Section 59. The duties of the City Treasurer shall be as follows: 
(1). He shall receive and safely keep all moneys and funds 

! 
t 
I 
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belonging to or under control of the City or ~ny d~J:1.nttment th~r~of, 
mcluding ihe moneys and tunds of the. Pubhc Utilit:es Comm!ssion 
and any other commission or bureau hereafter at any time established. 

(2). He shall be the custodian of and shall safely keep. ~ll 
bonds certificates of indebtedness, · warrants, and securiti~s 
owned or held by ihe City or any of its departments, or by the Pu!,Jhc 
Utilities Commission or rny other bureau hereafter at any time 
eEtablished, for any purpose whatsoever. 

(3), He shall keep an accurl;lte and ~etailed recqrd of all 
moneJ s and property received by him belongmg to the City or any 
uepar ment or commission thereof. He shall keep a sep,arate accoun-? 
lor each fund and pay no money out of the treasury except upon an 
v,der signed by the Mayor and City Clerk or by the Proper O~fic.ers 
of the Public utilities Commission, in the event such a commis~ion 
b.· cre,:ited by the City Council under the power .as to do ~s provided 
in this Charter. He shall pay all orders out of the particular fund 
on which they are drawn and no other, and shall refuse to pray _an>7 
order whrn there is insufficient money in the fU'Jd on wh~ch 1t is 
drawn to pay the same. · 

(4). He shall deposit daily all moneys re_ce!ved by him, .belong
ing to the City or any dep,artment . or commission the:reof, ~n some 
bank or banks desig•mted by the City Council as a depository or 
depositories. All moneys shall be deposited in the name of the City 
of Redwood Falls. He shall isrne receip~s in triplicate for ,all mon~ys 
paid to him, one of which shall be ~ehvered to ~he person makmg 
payment one to be delivered fot,hwitl;l to the. City Clerk, ,and ~me 
to be retained as a permanent record m the City Treasurer s office. 

(5). He shall presel}t to the 9ity Co_uncil at ea~h regular meet
ing thereof a report, settmg forth m d<;tail_ and classified ,'.ls ~o ft!nds 
• 1 moneys received and paid out by h1m m behalf of the City smce 
his last monthly report,. the bala;1ce to th,e credit of each fund and 
th-> balance on deposit m each city depository. At the end of each 
fis~al year he shall present a s'mi1ar report to ~he City Council, 
: ho wing his reecipts and disbursements as such City 'l'.reasurer for 
!he fiscal year then ending. Al~ of said i;:eports shall be m such form 
,1s may be i;:r1;5cribed by the City Council .. He .shall ~lso ma~e such 
rthc:r and further reports as may be required from time to time by 
· he Council. 

(6). He shall have such other duties as may be.elsewhere pro
vided in this Charter, or as may hereafter be prescribed for by th{' 
City 9ounciL 

City Attornez•. 

Seci10n 60. 'Ibe City Attorney shall be a person who has been 
admitted to practice in the Courts of this ~tate for at le<!st fiVE; (5) 
years and who shall have been a legal r~s1dent !)f the ~1ty of Red
wooJ F,alls for a least three (:3) years prior to his appomtment. He 
shall be the legal adviser of and attorney _for the _City and 8!-1 depa~t
ments commissions or officers thereof 111 relation to their official 
po-vei'.,, and du~i_es. If shall ~e ~is du~!. to attend all meetings of 
the City CounCh' to give adv1ce m wrJLmg, when so requested, to 
the Council or a~y of the authorized boards. or commissions; ~o pro
<ecute or defend as the case may be, all smts or cases to which the 
City may be ,::i party, to prose~ute for all offenses against thf: ordin
rmces or regulaJons of the Cit)'. and fo~ such offen~es agamst _the 
laws of the Staie as may be reqmred of him as the chief legal officer 
of the rnunicip,ality by law; to draw _all _contracts, bonds, and other 
h:druments in writing in which the City 1s concerned and to endorse 



18 CHARTER OF THE 

thereon his approval of the form and correctness thereof;: to di-aw all 
ord111ances an-.t resoluuons; and to perform ~uch of ~be dutie.s of a 
legai nuturu m, the City Counctl may from time to time reqmre. 
Ciiy Assessor, 

Section 61. The Assesi;:or ~ball have and possess all of the author
ity, rights, powe1s and_ duties of assessors under th7 Genera! Laws 
of the State now or hereafter enacted, together with the right . to 
appoint a uepu,y or cteputies, subject to the approval of the City 
Council. 

Board of Health. 

Section 62, The Board of Health, created under this Charter, 
shall be composed of three residem freeholders, one of whom shall 
bu uesignateu in his appointment as Health Officer of the City _and 
executive head of the Board. 'lhe Health Oificer shall be a qualified 
practicing _physician, and shall receiye as compens.ation for hi~ serv
ices such salary as the City Council may aetermme at the trme of 
his appomtmEmt. All members of the Bc,ard shall be appointed by 
the I\llajor, with the approval of the Council, at the first meeting of 
the Council he!d under this Charter and at the regular annual meet
ing in each year thereafter. Their tenure of office shall be until their 
successors are duly appointed and qualified, 

The Board, in addition to enforcing the ordinances of the City 
pertainmg to sanitary conditions and the public health, shall perform 
all the uuties prescribed for municipal health boards and health 
o.ffLCers by the laws of the St,ate, and in the performance of such 
ou,ies thtY may exercise all the power conferred by said laws. 

Chy Engineer and Street Commissioner, 

Section 63. The City Engineer shall be a duly licensed surveyor 
::.nd civil engineer. He shall under the direction of the City Council 
&nct its committees supermtend all work ,and improvements on the 
streets, bridges, and public grounds of the City and carry into effect 
all orders and ordinances of the City Council or its committees in 
relation to work or improvements on the streets, roads, sidewalks, 
,:uleys, bridges, and public grounds, and he shall perform such other 
services as may be required by the Mayor or City Council. The City 
Council may in its discretion appoint a Street Commissioner to work 
under its direction and the direction of the City Engineer in relation 
LO work and improvements on the streets, roads, sidewalks, alleys, 
br.dges, and public grounds of the City. 

Publici:y of Records. 

S.iction 64. All records and accounts of every officer, depart
n:iE:nt or commission of the City shall be open to inspection by any 
cit.ize~ at all re.aso1~able times and under reasonable regulations 
estabhshed by the City Council, except such records and documents 
the_ disclosure of which would tend to defeat · the lawful purposes 
which they are intended to accomplish. 

Investigation of City Affairs. 

Se_ction 65.. The council and any officer or officers, fonnally 
a1:1thorized. by it shall have power to make investigations into the 
City's affai~·s, to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, and compel 
the production of books and papers. 
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Auclits. 

Section 66. As soon as practical ,:ifter the closing of each fis~al 
j,ear, an mdependent audit shall be made of all acc9unts of all city 
officers, dep:irtments and commissioners by a qualified accountant 
or accountants selected by the City Council who sba~ have no p~r
sonal interest, direct or indirect, in the financial affairs of the City 
01· any of its officers or emp10yees. At lea::.t once in e.::1ch _tI?,ree years 
such annual audit shall be made by or under the superv1s1on of the 
State Public Examiner or State Comptroller, Any audit made by the 
State Public Examiner or State Comptroller shall be accepted as ful
filling the requirements of this section for an independent an1;1ual 
audit, The City Council may at any time provide for an examina-
icn or audit of accounts of any one or more officers, dep,artments, 

m· comm:ssions of the City Government. 

CHAPTER XI. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Mayor to Control Police. 

Section 67. The Police Department of the City shall consist of 
the Mayor, a Chief of Police, and such 9ther p~lice officer.s and 
patrolmen as the City Council m3y from time to time determme. 

The Ma.} or shall be the responsible head of the Department and 
as such shall have the power to appoint ,311 members of the force 
and suspend or remove them at will; proYided, however, that ~he 
appointmrnt, suspension and~ rem~val of all me~bers of th;e ;police 
force, sl:,all be subject to co~firmat10n ):>Y U;e Po!ic~ C~ml!)n1Is~10n or 
a majority of its members, if such Pohce Commission 1s m existence 
a. the time. 

The Chief of Police subject at all times to the drders of the 
Mayor, shall be in immediate control and. supervision of. all of the 
other police officers ,and shall be responsible for the faithful_ per
formance of their duties as well as his own. 

Police Commission. 

Section 68. The Police Civil Servic7 Commission, as no~ in 
force in the City of Redwood ]falls? Mnm.esota shall be contmued 

"' until such time as said commission 1s abollsbed by the vote of the 
people as provided for in the Civil Service Laws of the State of 
Minnesota. 

Qualifications. 
Section 69, No person shall JJe .. eligible to appointment in the 

Police Department who is n?t a citizen, nor shall a?y per;son be 
eligible to appoinlment therem, other. than as ,a special pohcem~n, 
who bas not been a resident of the City for at least one year pr1or 
to his appointment. 

Duties. 
Section 70. The duties of all police officers shall be such as 

the laws of the State and the o~•dinance of the City. may prescribe 
-for the preservation of the publlc peace, the prev~nbon and d~tec
tion of crime, the arrest of offenders, the protection of the rights 
of persons ,and property, th~ enforcement .of laws of the State and 
the ordinances and regulations of the City abd the custody and 
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care of prisoners held i? the City jail during the pendency of 
hearings or trials in the City Courts. 

rowers of Police Officers. 
Section 71, The chief and all regu~lr officers of the depart

men shall possess the authority an~ rights of, shall per~orm all . tp.e 
c.uties of Constable, and, when acting in matters to which the . City 
is not a party, shall receive the same fees as constables under the 
laws of this State. 

Service of Process and Writs. 
Section 72, The Chief and all regular Police Officers shall have 

the power to execute and serye ~11 warrants, processes, ~ommitments, 
,and any wri,s what.soever, 1s1:,mng out of any au1.hor1zed court of 
the City, and whenevel' any crime shall be committed in the City and 
the person or persons accused or suspected thereof shall flee from 
justice,. the officers of the department shall have the authority to 
pursue and arrest such .fugitives ,anywhere in the State. 

Special Police, 
Section 73, The Mayor, may in case of riot, large public gath

erings, or disiurbances, appoint such special or temporary police 
officers as he may deem necessary, but such special or temporary 
appointments shall not continue in effect for more than one week 
without the consent of the City Council. 

Police £or Designated l'laces. 
Section 74. The Mayor may also, at the request of any person, 

firzn, society, organization or corporation, ,appoint policemen or watch~ 
men who shall serve without expense to the City, and have police 
powers to preserve the peace and protect property within such limits 
and at such places as may be designated in such appointments, but 
such policemen or watchmen shall exercise no .authority, nor wear 
any badge of office, outside the limits named in such appointment. 

Compensation. 

Section 75. The salaries or compensation of the Chief and all 
regula_r and special police officers and patrolmen shall be fixed by"' 
the City Council; In addition to the salary allowed to the regular 
officers of the department they may be allowed to retain as their 
~Wll; aH fees to which they may be entitled for the service of papers, 
1ssumg out of any authorized Court of the City; provided, that they 
sha~ not be paid any additional compens,ation whatsoever £or the 
service of warrants, subpoenas, . and other papers, or for attend.ance 
upon court in any criminal action in said· City wherein . the City of 
Redwood Falls is ,'.I party. 

CHAPTERXll. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Firo Prevention. 

Section 76. The City council shall have the power to make all 
re~U).ati~ns reasonably necessary £or the prevention of fires and the 
elunm?'hon of fire hazards within the City. It shall have power to 
prescribe the limits within which buildings, the material or con-
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~·ruction of which shall be regarded as dangerous to surrounding 
property, shall not be erected, enlargEd, placed, or repaired; to pres~ 
tribe the manner in which such buildings shall be constructed or 
iepaired; to order foe removal of any or all. b?ildings or. materials 
erected or placed in violation of such prescription, by notice to the 
owner or agent; and, in case the same is not removed in pur~Uf;lnce 
of notice given, to order th2 same to be removed by the pollce or 
fire marshal in such manner .:¾S the Council may direct. 

Fire Apparatus and Fire Department. 
Section 77, The City Council shall also ,have the power _to 

futhorize the purchase of all apparatus, equipment, and. supphes 
necessary for the extinguishing of fires; to erect fire stations and 
buildings needed for the proper housing of such ,lpp,aratus and 
tqt.Lpmcnt; io estabUsh fire alarm systems and other devices for the 
prompt and effective handling of fires; and to authorize, suppc:,rt, 
end maintain an adequate and efficient department of fire companies, 
and to establish by ordinance the rules and reguLations ior the gov-
trnment thereof. 

Chief of the Department, 
Section 78. At its regular April meeting in each year the City 

Council ~hall appoint a Chief. of the Fire D~partme;1t to hold of~ce 
£or the ensuing year, and at 1ts regular April meeting shall appomt 
wch other officers as the ordinances and regulations may requite. 
All euch ,1ppointments shall be on the ba,sis o~ merit and experience 
uid, if not inconsistent with these quahfications, upon the recom
mendations of the Department. -

Fire Marshal. 
Section 79, The Council shall likewise annually appoint a fire 

mari:hal who may be Chief of the Fire_ Department for_ the Cit:y- who 
shall have authority to enforce all ordinances of the City relatmg to 
fire prevention and shall have the right to enter and ex.amine any 
building and all parts thereof,. at all reasonabl.e hours f?r the pur
pose of enforcing all such ordma1;1ces. T!1,e . City pouncil may also 
require the lire marshal to examme particularly 11;to the cause of 
any fire within the City and report to the Council the results of 
6UCh examination. 

Compensation. 
Section 80, The compensation to be p,aid the Chief of the De

partment, the Fire Marshalt and other o_fficers or. members of the 
Department shall be determined by the C1ty Council. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

LIDltARY BOARD 

Section 81. The City Council sha~ m~intain a public library, 
re,ading room and may provide for a Historical Museum £or the use 
of inhabitant; of the City and may levy an annual tax of not more 
then five (5) mills fo1• such purpose, the proceeds thereof to be known 
as the Jibrary fund. . . 

The Mayor, with the approv,~l of the_ City Council, shall appoint 
a· board of nine directors to constitute a library board, not more than 
one-third of whom ~ball hold office for one year, one-third for two 
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years and one-third for three years, from the third Satur_day of ?uly 
following their appointment, the term of office of each bemg. specified 
by the Mayor. Annually thereafter the Mayor shall appomt three 
dtrectors for the term of three years and until their successors quali
fy. The Mayor by and .yith, the consent of the City Council may 
rt.:nlove any member of said llbrary board ior misconduct or neglect. 

Vacancies and Compensation, 

Section 82. Vacancies on the board of directors shall be re
ported to the City Council and filled. by like appointment for the 
unexpired term. Directors shall receive no compensation for their 
services ns such. 

Organization of Library Board. 

Section 83. Immediately after appointed, the library board shall 
organize by electing one of its members as president and one ati 
secretary and from time to time 1t may appoint such other officers 
and employees as it deems necessary, The board shall adopt such 
by-laws and regulations for tho government of the library, re,ading 
room, and museum and for the conduct of its business as may be 
expedient and conformable to law. It shall have exclusive conti-ol 
of the expenditure of all moneys collected for or placed to the credit 
of the Library Fund, of the construction of library buildings, and 
of the grounds, rooms, and buildings provided. for liJm1ry purposes. 
But all moneys received for such library shall be paid into the City 
Treasury, be credited to the library fund, be kept separate :from other 
moneys of the City and be paid out only upon itemized vouchers ap
proved by the board. The board may lease rooms for libnary use, 
fix the compensation of employees and remove any of them at 
pleasure. 

Directors now in Office, 

Section 84, Directors of the existing board of the Cify in office 
und~r the existing ordinances and resolutions of the City shall so 
contmue until the expiration of their respective terms, but their 
s~ccessors shall be appointed and vacancies filled under the provi
s1C~ns hereof. At the first regular meeting of the board following the 
t~rrd Saturday of July in each year, the board shall report to the 
C1ty Council all amounts received during the preceding year, and 
the sources thereof, the amounts expended, and for what purposes, 
the number . of books on hand, the number purchased and loaned, 
and such other info1·mation as it deems advisable. A copy of .such 
report shall be filed with the state library commission. 

Title to .Property-Free Use. 

• Section 85. All property given, granted, conveyed, donated,. de
~1sed, or bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by the City for a 
library, reading room, or museum shall vest in, and be held in tha 
nt.ame of !he City of Redwood Falls, and any convey,ance, grant, dona-
.ion, devic ·, bequest, or gift made to or in the name of the public 

library o~· libtary board shall be deemed to have been made directly 
to the C~ty. Evety libr,ary, reading room, or museum established 
under this Charter shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants 
of the City of Redwood Falls, subject to such reasonable regulations 
as the directors may adopt. 
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Gifts E.c.-Contrncts. 
. Section 86. W1~h the consent of the City Council, expressed by 

ordma11ce or resolution, the libr,3ry board may accept any gift, grant, 
de':ice or beque~t made or offered by any person for library purposes 
or for the establishment, enlargement or maintenance of an art gallery 
or muswm in connection with its librru:y ,and may carry out ihe 
conditions of such donation. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

CITY BAND 

Tax Levy. 

Section 87. The City Council may levy an annual tax of no 
more than two (2) mills for the purpose of maintaining a musical 
organization to be designated as the City Bandj such taxes to be 
known as the City Band Tax. 
Conti·ol of Funds from Band Tax. 

Section 88. The proceeds from said Band Tax are to be kept 
in the City Trea:;ury with other municipal funds and shall be paid 
out ,and expended only upon the order of the City Council by a 
majority voLe thereof. -

OHAPTER XV. 
STREET, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS 

City Council to l1ave Control, 
Section 89. The City Council shall have the care, superv1s1on, 

tnd c.ontroJ 01 all highways, s,r1::ets, and alleys within the limits of 
th;) City, and all sidewalks, cross w.alks, bridges, cnlverts, retaining 
wa!ls, and other structures therein or thereon, 

Laying Ou~ -and Changing Streets. 

Section 90. The City Council shall have the power to lay out 
or open any new s,reet, highway or alley within the City, or to widen, 
straighten, extend, or otherwise .alter or change any street, highway, 
e,r alley now or hereafter existing in the City. 

Improvement of Higlnvays Outside ()ity Limits. 

Section 91. The City Council may appropriate and expend such 
tt:asonabfo sums as it deems proper to assist in the improvement and 
n:,:iintenance of roads and bridges lying beyond its boundaries and 
,et.ding into it, either within or without the County in which it is 
situated. 

Vacations-Petition. 

Section 92. The City Council shall have sole and exclusive 
power to vacate streets, alleys, and highways within the City. No 
&uch vacation shall be granted or order_ed by the City Council except 
upon the petition of one or more residents and freeholders of the 
C;ty, which petition, accompanied by a plat of the street, alley, or 
highway proposed to be vacated, shall set forth the reasons for such
vacation q11d shall be verified by the oath of the petitioners. 

Vacations-Order for Hearing-Publication. 

Section 93. The City Council shall thereupon, if they deem 1f, 
o,-pedient that the matter be proceeded With, order the petition to 
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be filed with the City Clerk, ,~nd shall appoint a time and place for 
a hearing thereon, and direct that notice be given to all interested 
persons or parties, by publication in the official paper of the City 
for two successive weeks, at least once in each week, which notic.: 
shall state tha. such petition bas been filed as aforesaid, and shall 
also state briefly its object and that said petition will be heard and 
considered by the City Council at said time and place. 

Vacations-Determination by the City Council, 

Section 94. The City Council shall hear and consider said peti
tion at the time and pJace so appomted and shall receive the testi~ 
mony and evidence of all interes,ed persons or par,ie;:; and make such 
further mvesti~ation concerning said matter a3 1t •.:ieema best; an.; 
may thereupon, by resolution adopted by not less than three.;.fourths 
vo,e of its members, declare such street, alley, or highway, 01· any 
part thereof, vacated; and thereupon a copy of such resolution,· duly 
certified by the City Clerk, sh,all be recor.:led in the office of the 
Regi1;ter of Deeds of Redwood County, Minnesota. 

vacations-Appeals. 

Section 95. Within ten days after &doption of any resolution 
vacatmg any street, alley, or highway within the City, or any part or 
portion thereof, any person being aggrieved thereby may appeal 
therefrom to the District Court of Redwood Coumy, Minnesota, by 
serving upon the Mayor, or, m h,s absen-:e, upon the City Cle1·k:, a 
notice of appeal, stating briefly the grounds thereof, and giving a bond 
in the sum of Two Hundred F,f.y Dollars ($250.00) to the City, to 
be approved by a Judge of E..aid Court conditioned that the appellanl 
will duly prosecute the appeal and pay all costs and disbursement& 
which may be adjudged against him, and abide the order of the Court. 

Such nodce of appeal, with proof of service, and said bond so 
cipproveu as stated, .shall be filed: with the Clerk of £,aid Court within 
ten days after the adoption of said resolution, and if not so filed the 
appea1 shall be ineffecdve ,and shall be dismissed. 

As soon as any such appeal is taken, it shall be the duty of the 
appellant to cause to be ,r.ansmitted to the Clerk of sa,d Court a 
c1;;rtified copy of the record of all proceedings had and taken before 
the City Council in such matter. · He shall pay the City Clerk his 
rt::casonable fees i;lnd charges therefor. 

The appeal shall be placed upon the calendar of the next general 
term after the fiLng of said notice and bond, ,:md shall be tried as 
other appeals are tried in such cases. · 

Vacations-Plat to be Filed. 

. Section 96. Whenever any highway, street, or alley is laid out 
widcn_ed, enlarged, or v,acated under the provisions of this Charter; 
the City <;ouncll shall cause an accurate survey and plat thereof to 
be made lil duplicate. One copy thereof shall be filed in the office 
of !)le City Clerk, Elnd the other shall be filed in the office of the 
Register of Deeds of Redwood County. 

Right of Way over Streets. 

Section 97. The City Council shall have power and authority by 
a three-fourths vote of its members, to grant a right-of-way upon, 
over, _or through any: of the public streets, highways, and alleys of 
the City, and also to grant the exclusive use of any portion of an:r 
street, alley, or public highway, not required fo,. public uses, to any 
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. .. . . . . , . ti , person upon such limita-
raihw:iy compai;i~, or ot~r /~f':ies~~b~d by the City Council; but 
tions and conat1tiohnsllabs e da ecmed a license and may be revoked bY 
.:.ny such gran . s a . . . . 
the Cny Council at any time. 

Stree~ Grades, 
· . . . . h 11 h power to establish the 

Section 98. The City Coun9il s ,s ave ·· b · vote of three-
grade oi any streetb, ('.lleoyf, fhre sb~~~!}f' ch~ig:;1f[e iame after it has 
fourths of the mem ers 
bten established. t profiles of all . grades established 01· 

It shall c,ause accura e . k 
c.hanged to be kept in the office of the City Cler . 

Sidewalks-Property Owners to Build and Maintain same. . 

h c·t C cil undor the authority 
Section 99. Whenever t e i Y · ou_n . 'of sid;walks along any 

hereby granted, shal\1 °rder.tt~~ f~~sg~~bff shall be the duty of the 
h,ghway, i~~~j• ~dj~,;Kit~r fronting upon such big1?,way, stdreet g~ 
owner., o . · , • . · f ·. ch material and width, an up 
alley to constrduct t~e s;m~h~ tfty Council may prescribe; and it 
su(,h place an gra e, s h . t econstruct such sidewalks 
Ehall also be the iu a oi 5f~e J:::C1f t~ ~aintain them at all tb:nes 
wh(.;D requ.red sod o o .. Y d to promptly remove the snow there-
.n. good order an rep.sir, an . . . 
from. . t t· econstruction of any such walks, 

In ordering the cons rue ion or r 1 d · how the work is 
tha Council ,hal~f d~ec~, ba f:ii0 Wi~0

r;,p; :rc::struction and fixing 
to be done, spec1 ymg m e . t be completed Thereupon the 
the t1me within

1 
which the 'ii~~c:s st~ting briefly the directions em

Cny Clerk sha 1 prep_are a th . same to be served on each 
boctied in the resoliworff ,af:d c;fti;r p:rsonally or by leaving a copy 
owner of th~ prope

1
r 1 a ec f ~bode with some person of suitable age 

,hereo~ at ~1is usua P ace. 0 . · . or b mailing a copy thereof 
and discretion! the~ ,a r~r1e1:;ist~!!f

1
~:iown ~ost office address, or by 

to hi!D ?Y. reg1stere . ma1 . ~ once in the o"ificial paper of the City,_ . 
publlshmg the sabme a 't ldas within the time so prescribed, the City 

If the work e no • one ih ~ame done by contract, or other
Council shall proceed d to have th/ c~st thereof. upon and against the 
wise, and to levy an a~sess h sidew:alk and to collect such 
land adjacent to. or frontmg '!pon s~ed in this Charter for the mak
assessments, all. m tl1El ma~nil ari~;ments. Various lots and· parcels 
ing and collecdtibon do 'ffsepreencita persons may be included in one ,.assess-' 
of land owne• Y i 
ment proceeding. 
Sidewalks-Repairs and Snow Removal by the City. 

• tl ner of any lot or parcel of land shall suf-
Sectwn _100. If_ 1e ow d'acent to or along the same to become 

,fer or permit any side~sl\ asJan fail to promptly remove the ~now 
brokel:1 or out of r~pair, .i h 11 be the duty of the City Council to 
therefrom at any tire,. 1 s diately removed therefrom; as the case 
causu th;:, samz to . e 1mme such lot or parcel of land shall forth
m~y be; a11d tthhe 0cYftnert;! ~~~ of making such repairs or removing 
wi!h pay to e 1 Y . 
such snow. . t thereof has not been paid to the City 

In all cases where the cos c·t Council shall once in each year, 
by the owner of the Jand the . k.Y such repair~ or removing such 
assess and levy thte cosdt of ;Js 1~1 land fronting or abutting upon 
rnow, upon the lo s an pa 
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sidewalks which have been so repaired, or from which the snow has 
beell so removed by the City, and shall collect such assessments, all 
in the m:mner provi.1ed in this Charter, for the :inaldng and collection 
of special assessments. Assessments for all such repairs and the re
moval of snow from sidewalks within the year may be combined in 
cne assessment proceeding. 

Liability for Obs!ructions and Excavations. 
Section 101. Any person who shall render any street, alley, or 

highway within the City insufficient or unsafe for travel, or public 
use, either by reason of any unauthorized excavations or obstructions 
m or upon ~aid s,reet, alley, or highway, ot by reason. of negligence 
in the making or maintaining of ,:my authorized excavation or ob
struction, or by reason of failure to maintain: proper guards or lights 
fOr the same, shall be primarily liable for ,all damages to whomso
ever resulting when not caused by the negligence of the party or 
parties injured. No action shall be commenced or maintained ag,ainst the City of 
RedwOc-:l Falls for such damages unless such person or persons shall 
be joined as a party or parties · defendant therein; and in case of 
judgment against the defendants in such action execution sh,dl al 
nrst issue only against such other person or persons, and the City 
shall not be required to pay such judgment until such execution shall 
be returned unsatisfied; and if the City shall pay such judgment it 
shall become the owner thereof and may enforce payment thereof 
from the other defendant or defe1idants in any lawful m,anner. 

Limitations of Actions. 
Section .102.. Every person who claims dama5e~ from the Cit:y 

of Redwood Falls for or on account of any loss or injury sustained 
by reason of any defect in any bridges, stTeets, sidew,alks, roads, parks, 
public works, or any grounds or places whatsoever, 01 by reason of 
,he negligence of the City or any of its officers, agents, servants or 
en:ployees, shall cause to be presented to the City Council, within 
thirty day after the ,9.lleged loss or injury, a written notice, stating 
the t,me, place and circumstances thereof and the amount of com
pensation or other relief demanded. 

. ~o actio1;1 therefor shall be maintained unless such notice is given 
w1th::n the time stated; nor shall atiy action be maintained if com
menced wi!hit1 ten days or more than a year after the· occurrence of 
the loss or injury. · 

Claim for Death-Notice for ·same. 

!
Section 103. The provisions of the preceeding section shall a.1st 

app ;}'.. when the claim is one for death by wrongful act or omission 
and 11: that ca_se ,a notice may be presented by the personal repre· 
sentat1v~, .surviving spouse, or next of kin within one year after th'.· 
~Ueged mJury or loss res1uting in such death; provided, however, that 
1f the person for whose death the claim is made shall have dul:, 
presented, _w~thin thirty days from the date of such alleg1:,d wrongfUJ 
8:ct or omission, a notice, which would have been sufficient had bf
l1ve<;1, the same shall be deemed sufficient within the terms of th,, 
sect10n. 

Liability for Insufficiency of Streets. 
. Section 104.. The ,acceptance of plats of additions, or subdiv1-

s10ns, thereof, e1the1· within or without 1.he limits of said City, shall 
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not malt;) the City liable to grade the streets therein designated, 01 
1·csponsb'e for any insufficiency of such stree,s unless the City coun
cil shall by resolution direct the same to be graded and opened for 
travel. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

PUBLIC mIPROVEl\lENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

Power to Make Improvements. 
Section 105. The City of Redwood F.alls is hereby vested witr. 

and auihorize::t and empowered to exercise, the followmg powers, 1t 
,he manner prov:dzd by ibis Char,er or the General Laws of tht 
:.,,ate now or hereafter enacted. " 

(1). 'lo lay out, open, extend, widen, straighten, or otherwise 
.:11ter or change any street, alley or highway within the City. 

(2). To fill, grade, gi.avei, pave, repave, maca:lamize, and con
struct boulevards, curbs, and gutters, or otherwise improve any 
street, alley, or highway within the City. 

(3). To m!lintain and keep in repair, sprinkle, oil, or other-
w.se prov.cl;! for the laying of dust µpon any i:.uch streets, alleys, or 
highways; to piant shade and ornamental trees thereon, and to pro-
tect, trim, and maintain same. 

(4). 'l'o construct,. reconstruct, extend, repair, and maintain 
s:dewalk:s, cross walks, bridges, culverts, retaining walls, and other 
~nuctu1es in or upon any such streets, .alleys or highways. 

(5). To install and extend street or ornamental lights along op 
upon such streets, alleys, or highways. 

(6). To cons,ruct, lay, relay, extend, repair, ,and maintain water 
maim;, hcatmg fixtures, appliances, and appurtenances incident there
to, mc'uding ~ervice pipes and main; to keep open and in serviceable 
condition the outlets of the sewers and sewer system of the City; 
and to construct, reconstruct, repair, .and maintain a sewage disposal 

plant or system. (7), To drain or fill marshy or low grounds, and abate nuis-

ances. (8), To provide for, con~truc!,. ~nd maintai°: ~11 other local t, 
public improvements, or pubhc utihties not. prohib1te~ _by the law~ 
of this State, which may mhe1e m or pertam to mun.cipal corpora-

tions. . . (9). To acquire, by condemnation or otherwise, property of any 
kind wh!ltsoever, necessary for any such purpose. 

Righ'; to Award Damages and Levy Assessments for Improvements. 

section 106. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the 
City Council shall have authority to ascertain and award the amount 
of damages to be paid to the owner of property taken or injured 
by any such improvement, and the power to levy and assess the 
whole or any part of the cost ~nd expense of maltlng s1;1ch in;prove
n1ent upon the property especially benefitted thereb?, _mcludmg the 
amount of damages so awarded for property taken or mJure-:1 thereby. 

such assessments of benefits :may be made upon any lawful basis, 
or according to any lawful method, ,and shall be in proportion to the 
benefits to be received by e,ach parcel or . tract of land and may be 
without regard to cash valuation, but shall not exceed the total cost 
and expense of the improvement; nor shall any. lot or parcel of land 
be .assess1:,d more than the amount of the special benefit thereto by 
reason of such improvement. 
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such awards of damages and assessment of benefits may be made 
in the .-iame proceeding, 
Right to Cllmbine Two or More Pr~ceedings, 

Section 107. Any two or more improvements may be made at 
the same tlme and in one proceeding, and may be included in on·~ 
contract and in one assessment proceeding; but in any case the cost 
and expenses of each improvement shall be separately determinei 
wd apportioned by the City Council, and assessm.?nt made accord
ingly, as hereinafter provided. 

Branch Sewel' and Water Pipes. 

Section 108. Before making any. such improvement, the City 
Council :may, by resolution, 1·equire the owners of abutting property 
to lay branch sewers or water pipes, of such material and in such 
manner as the City Council may determ:ne, from the mains to the 
curb or lot .line of each lot, and in case any property owner shall 
fail or neglect to lay such sewer or water pipes within thirty day:; 
after being served with a copy of such resolution, the City Council 
may cause the same to be constructed, and the cost and expense 
thereof assessed against such property in any proceeding to levy 
specia1 assesement for such improvement .. 

City and Other Municipalities to Pay Proportionate Share of Costs. 

Section 109. The City of Redwood Falls and any county, school 
district, or other municipality shall severally contribute and pay ~'l

wa;. d the cost of any such improvement its pwportionate share there
of, · on account of re,sl property owned by its abutting · on the im
provement oi· benefitted thereby, to tha amount that such improve
ment would have been assessed if owned by an individual. 

The respective amounts to be contributed by the City or any 
such ?Ounty school district, or other municipality on account of any 
such :unprovement shall be determined by the City Council in the 
proceedings; to levy special assessments therefor against other bene
fitted. property, and the same notices with respect to the making of 
such improvements and award of damages and levying of assessment~ 
therefor, shall be. given to such counties, school districts, or other 
municipalities as to other property owners. 

If any county, school district, or other municipality shall fail 
to promptly pay its proportionate share of the cost of any such im
provement, as so determined, the City may recover the amount thereof 
m an appropriate civil action. 

City May Pay Par.t of Cost. 

Se?tion 110. The city may also, if· the City Council shall so 
. determine pay the whole or any part of the cost of making such im
proveme~ts between street intersections or between street and alley 
mters~ct10ns, and such other part or portion of the cost of making 
such nnprovement or improvements as it may deem just and equit-
able. · 

Institution of Proceedings. 

.. Section 111 .. The making of any such improvement may be in· 
shtuted by a petition filed with the City Clerk and signed by the 
owners of not less than thirty-five (35) per cent in frontage of the 
real property abutting upon such proposed improvement, exclusive 
of any property that may be ownEd by the City the St.ate 01· any 
county, school district, or other municipality. The owner of a life 
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estate in any property .shall be deemed an owner of said property 
wi,h:n the meaning of this action. . 

But the CLy 'Council may, by resolution adopted by a three
foutths vote of its members, institute a proceeding for the making 
of any such improvement without a petition therefor. 

Council to Provide for Hearing on Petition or Resolution. 

Scc'ion 112. Upon the filing of any such petition or the adoption 
cf any such reso1 ution by the City Council, the City Council shall fix 
a titne and place when the same shall be examined, heard, and con
sidered by ihe City Council and it shaU thereupon be the duty of 
the C.ty Clerk to give notice of such hearing as hereinafter provided. 

Notice of Hearing, 

Section 113. It shall thereupon be the duty of the City Clerk 
to prepare a notice of hzaring in said matter, setting forth in general 
1anguage the improvement or improvements proposed to be made, 
rnd that ihe City Council will meet at the time and place appointed, 
to examine, bear, and consider said petition or resolution, as the case 
:may be, sr.d to take such action with respect to the making of such 
improvement as it deems proper; and, in the case of a proceeding 
which has been initiated by ,a petition, that it will at said hearing 
first E-xamine and consider such petition and determine whether it is 
signed by the requisite property owners and is otherwise sufficent. 
Such notice need not include a description · of the property affected 
or Lkely to be assessed therefore, or the names of the owners thereof. 

Such notice shall be publiE:hed in the official paper of the city 
c nee ,n each week for two successive weeks. The last publication 
thereof shaH be not less than seven days prior to the date set for 
such hearing. The City Council may direct streh other and further 
notice to be given .as in its judgment may seem proper, but its failure 
to do so, 01• the failure to give any other and further notice which 
it may direct to be given, shall not affect the validity of the proceed
ing. 

Determination of Sufficiency of Petition. 

Section 114. At the time and place appointed, or at some sub
se:quent time to which the hearing may be adjourned, the City Coun
cil shall first examine the petition, if one has been filed and determine 
by resolution whether or not it has been signed by the requisite num
ber of property owners and is otherwise sufficient, after making such 
investigation pertaining to said matter as it deems necessary, and 
hesring any and all persons and parties who may care to be heard 
with reference thereto . 

Unl~ss reversed upon appe.al, as he~einafter provided, the deter
mination of the City Council as to said matter shall be final and 
conclusive. 

liearing on Petition or Resolution. 

Section 115, If the City Coun~i! shall determine that the peti
tion has been signed by the requ1S1te number of property owners 
and is otherwise sufficient, ox: in csse t_he ~roceeding h~s. bee~ insti
tuted by resolution of the City Council without a petition, 1t sha11 
thereupon, at said time, or at any fater time _to which tl:e hel:"!r!ng 
may be adjourntd, proceed to hear ,and consider the said petit10n 
or resolution as the case may be, and any and a)l reasons for or 
agsinst the diaking of such improvement; and shall hea1· any and all 
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persons and par'.ies who may de:;ire to be heard with reference 
thereto. Upon the conclus;on of the hearing the. City Council shall 
by resolution determine whether the improvement or improvements 
shall be made or not, which resolution shall describe the improve
ment or improvements in a general w.ay, but need not descdbe the 
property affected or likely to be assessed therefor, or the names of 
the owners thereof. 

Publica.!ion of Resolution Detel'mining Suiiiciency of Petition. 

Section 116. Any resolution adopted by the City Council, de
termining that any such petition has been or has not been signed by 
the requisite number of property owners or is or is not otherwise 
sufficient, shall be published once for one week in the official paper 
of the City. -

Appeal from such Determination. 

Section 117. Any person being aggrieved by such determina
Uon may appeal to the District Court of Redwood County within ten 
days after the adoption and publication of such resolution, by serving 
upon the Mayor or in his absence upon the City Clerk, a notice of 
appeal, stating briefly the grounds thereof, and giving- a bond in the 
sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) to the City to be ap~ 
proved by the Judge of said Court, conditioned that the appellant 
1:'7ill ~uly prosecute the appeal and abide the order of the Court 
the~em, ii:nct pay all costs and disbursements which may be adjudged 
agamst him. 

Such notice of appeal, with proof of service thereof, and said 
bond so approved as stated, shall be filed with the Clerk of said 
Court :,vithin t~n . days after the adoption and public.ation of such 
resolution, and 1f not' so :filed the appeal shall ba ineffective and shall 
be dismissed. -

City Clerk to Furnish Transcript of Proceedings. 

. Section 118. The City Clerk shall thereupon pi·omptly trans
mit to . the Clerk of s.aid Court a certified copy of said petition and 
resolution and of such other papers and records as may be required 
for a determination of said ,appeal, and the appellant shall pay his 
proper and reasonable charges therefor; 

Trial of Appeal. 

Section 119. Such appeal m'.ly be brought on for trial in vacation 
or _at any gene~al or special term of said Court Upon eight days' 
n<?hce by tp.e City or the appellant, anj shall be tried by the Court 
without ,a Jury, and shall have preference in order of trial over all 
other ca~es and proceedings pending in said Court. There shall be 
no pleadings, and the only questions to be determined by the Court 
arE: .whether the petition in such proceeding is signed by the re
ClU1~1te property owners and is otherwise sufficient, and whether a 
n_otice of hearing thereon has been given .as required by the provi
s~ons of the Charter. There shall be no appeal from such determina
tion. 

Contracts for Improvements. 

Section 120. Upon the adoptio11 of any resolution by the City 
CouncJ, determining that any such improvement or improvements 
shall be made, the Council shall· proceed to make such improvement 
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?Y letting contract ther~for, 9r sh~ll otherwise provide for the mak
n,g thereof, all as provided m this Charter. 

De"ermination of Benefits and Damages. 

Section 121. Whenever a conlract has been entered into or the 
C~ty ~ouncil shall haye otherwise provided for the making' of any 
such ui:iprov~ment oy 1mprovements, the City Clerk, with the assist
:mce !)f a City Engmeer, shall calculate the amount of damages to 
be paid 10 the owners of proper.y t-aken or injured by such improve
ment; and shall i:lso calculate the proper amount to be specially 
~~sessed ~or such improvement against every lot, piece, or parcel of 
.,::ind specially benefitted thereby; and shall also calculate the amount 
. hat ,he City and a~y county, school district, or other municipality 
shall severally contribute and pay toward the cost of such improve
m.::nt on account of real property. owned by it, abutting on the im
pwvement or benefitted thereby. 

'lhe ,amount of damages, the amount of special assessments, and 
the amount to be contributed and paid by the City or any county, 
richoo1 district, or o her munwipality, shall be separately determined 
and stated, as to each and every lot, parcel, or tract of land affected 
by such improvement, -

Such calculations shall be tabulated and reduced to writing and 
filed with the City Clerk, and shall consLitute the proposed assess
mtnt of benefits and damages in said proceed.ng. 

Hearing on P1oposed AEsessment, 

Section 122. Upon the filing of any such proposed assessment 
of benefits and damages, the City Council shall, by resolution, fix a 
tm.} ,and place when the same shall be examined, considered, and 
p .. ssed upon by the Council, and it shall be the duty of the City 
Clerk to give ::iotice of such hearing as hereinafter provided. 

Notice of Jll'e,, .• lng Thereon. 

Section 123. It shall thereupon be the duty of the City (;~er.I\. 
io prepare a notice of hearing on such proposed assessment, which 
1.ha:U set forth the time ,and place where the same will be examined·, 
c.onsiciered, and passed upon by the Council, the nature, in general 
.iungUage, of the improvement or improvements, and that the proposed 
<1Ssessment is on file with the City Clerk and open to inspection. 

Such notice need not include a description of the property pro- -
posed to be ,assessed or otherw,se affected in said· proceeding, or the 
names of 1.he owners thereof, or. the amount of damages, or the • 
amount of the proposed assessment as to any tract or parcel of land, 
or the amount that the City or any county, school distrfot, or other 
municipality shall pay on account th~reof. . . . 

Such notice shall be published m the offlClal paper of the City 
c,nce in each week for two successive weeks. The last publication 
thereof shall be not less than seven days prior to the date set for 
web hearing. The City Council may direct such other and further 
notice :o be given as in its judgment may seem proper, but its failure 
so to do or the failure to give any other and further notice which it 
may direct to be given, shall not affect the valklity of the proceed• 
ings. 

Writ!en Objections to be Filed. 
Section 124. All objections of such proposed assessment for any 

l" a son whatsoever, shall be in writing and filed with the City Clerk 
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on or before the time appointed for such hearing, and all objections 
not spec1flw therein shall be deemed waived. 

Hearing on Proposed Assessment. 

Section 125. At the time and place appointed, or at some su~
::;equent time to which the hearmg may be adjourned1 the City Councll 
shall meet and consider the proposed assessment and any and all 
pErsons and parties who. shall desire to . be heard with reference 
ihereto. The City Council may correct, change, ?r amend thf: pro
posed ,issessment in any res,Pect that 1t deems JUst and equitable. 
Upon the adopt10n, by resolution, of such proposed .assessment as cor
.1.ected amer.ded; or changed, the same shall constitute the award of 
damages and. the speci.al assessments on account of such improvement 
or J.rriprovements agaim,t the various lots, pieces, or parcels of land 
therein mentioned, and a determination as to the amount to be con
tributed and paid by the City, or any county, school district, or 
other municipal corporation on account of such improvement. 

Unless reversed on appeal, ,as hereinafter provided, _such award, 
assessment, and de.ermination shall be flnal and conclusive upon .all 
interested persons and parties. . 

Appeal. 

Section 126. Any person being aggrieved by such ,de!ermination 
may appeal to the District Court of Redwood. County w1thm ten day;; 

· after ·,he adoption of such resolution, by serving upon the ~ayor1 or, 
in his absence, upon the City Clerk, a notice of appeal, st.atmg briefly 
the grounds thereof, and by giving a bond in the sum of One Hun
dred Dollars ($100,00) to the City, 10 be approved by the Jutlge 
of said Court, conditioned that the appellant w,11 duly prosecute the. 
,appeal and abide the order of the Court therein, and pay all costs 
and disbursements which may be adjudged against him. 

City Clerk to Furnish Transcript of Proceedings. 

Section: 127. The City Clerk shall thereupon promptly transmit 
to the Clerk of said Court a certified copy of the proposed assess
ment, and of any and all objections thereto filed with him by the 
appellant and of the resolution of the Chy Council adopting such 
proposed assessment, and of such other papers and records as may 
be · required for a determination of such appeal; and the appellant 
shall pay his proper ,and reasonable charges therefor. 

, Trial .of Appeal. 
. Section 128. Such appeal may be brought on for hearing in _va

cation or . at any general or special term of such Court upon eight 
days' notice by the Court without a jury. 

Assessments Payable in Installments. 
Section 129. Any assessment of benefits shall be payable in 

equal annual installments extending over such period as the City 
Council may determine, not exceeding, however, twer1ty years, the 
first <;>f said. installments, to be payable on or before the first day of 
June following the adoption of the assessment. All deferred pay
ments shall bear interest, payable annually from the date of the 
adoption of the assessment, ,at the rate of six per cent per annum, 
or such lower rate as may be determined by the Council. Any in
stallment, however, may be paid at any time, with interest to date of 
payment. · 
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Lien on Properly Assessed. 

s~ctlon 130. Any .;ind all such special Msessments, and all 
prnnhies and interest thereon, shall be a pa1·amount lien upon the 
!1111-is upon which such assessments are imposed from and after the 
adopticn of 1he .:isses!'ment therefor by the City Council and shall 
b: of equal rank and have. the same pr10rity and preference as taxes 
levied upon such property undei· the General Laws of the State. 

Payment to City Treasurer. 

Section 131. All speci,al assessments slrnll be payable to the 
Ci y Trearnrei·, who shall issue receipts therefor as otherwise pro
v dzd in this Charter. All special assessments, and the interest 
thereon, shall be deemed delinquent if not paid when due, and 
Uwreupon a penalty of four per cent shall accrue and an additional 
prntLy of one per cent for each month shall accrue and be charged 
c.. 0u.:.h unpaid instawnents up to and .including October 1st in each 
ye.in'> 

DcISuquent Assessments. 

Section 132. On or before the tenth day of Octobel' in each 
y~ar, the CUy Clerk, shall transmit to the County Auditor a 1ist, 
duly certified by him, of all delinquent assessments, including any 
penalty which has attached thereto, with interest on such assessments 
, c,mpu.ed to the first day of June next thereafter. Upon receipt of 
rn~h Ih:t, the County Auditor shall enter the several amounts of such 
unpaid assessments on the tax list for the ensuing year, and levy 
thJ sam2 upo:.i the several lots an:l parcels of land to which the sam~ 
rr 1 rer.pectively charge:1ble; and the same shall thereupon be collected 
and payment thereof enforced as in the case of other taxes on real 
estate. 

Adjournments. 

Section 133. The City Council may adjourn any he:iring in a 
local improvement or special asses~ment proceedings, or in any other 
mc1t er, from time to time, and shall not be required to give notice 
thereto to interested persons or parties; but any such ,adjournment 
zhaII be noted in the I ecord of the proceedings of the City Council. 

Supplemental or New Assessments. 

Section 134. In the case of omissions, errol's, 01' mistakes in the 
making oi .any such award, assessment, or determination, it shall be 
c,cmpeieut for the City Council to make supplemental assessments to 
correct such omissions, errors, or mistakes, 
· In all cases where any assessment or any part thereof is set aside, 
the Council may cause a reassessment or ,a new assessment to be 
made as to any property assessed for or otherwise affected by such 
,mprovement. 

Informali:ies Not To Vitia'e P1·oceedings. 

Section 135. No omission, error, or mistake in making such 
award, assessment or determination, or in ai::~. of tile. proceedings 
had or taken with reference thereto shall vitiate or m any way 
: fleet any such awa!'d, assessment, or determination, unless it shaU 
appear that by reason of such omission, ~rror, !)r ,mistake substantial 
in,;ury h:is bem do11e io the party or parties claiming to be aggrieved. 
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Abandonment of Proceedings. 

Section 13(t The City Council may at any time prior to the 
letting of a contract for such improvement, or the begin11ing of work 
:for the makin~ thereof without contract, abandon any improvement 
ordered by the City Council under the provisions of this Charter, 
i.f it shall deem it to be for the best interests of the City so to do; 
and may in such case state such further action with reference to said 
matter as it may deem to be just and proper. 

May Proceed unclcr State Laws, 

Section 137. The provisions contained in this Charter for the 
making of local or other improvements, and the award of dam'.:lge:,; 
and the levying of special assessments therefor, shall not be exclusive, 
but shall be supplementary to the Gener.al Laws of the State, no-:v 
er hereafter enacted, pertaining to said matter; and the City Cou_nctl 
may at any time proceed under my such general law having apphca-:; 
tion to citks operating under a Home Rule Charter, or to cities or 
like class as the City of Redwood Falls. 

Local Im11rovement Bonds. 

Section 138. At any time after the ,3ssessment of benefits and 
damages shall have been made in connection with any local improve
men!: proceedings, the City Council may proceed to issue local im
prove:nent bonds to pay the cost and e.xpense of making such improve
m::nt bonds to pay the cost and expense of making such improve
ments, including the ,amount of damages io property taken or injured 
thereby, in the manner and as otherwise provided in this Charter. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

CONTRACTS FOR IJUPROVEIUENTS 

"Work-How Performed. 

Section 139. In undertaking any repair, construction, or other 
work in behalf of the City, the Council, in all cases where the esti
mated cost, inclusive of labor rnd materials, shall exceed $1,000.00 
shall advertise for bids in the manner hereinafter provided. When 
the est:mated cost o.f such work, inclusive of labor and materials, 
shall not exceed $1,000,00 the Council may call for bids in the same· 
maimer, or it may, by a three-fourths vo!e of its membership, when
ever in its jutlgme11t it is economical or for the 1:iublic interest so to 
C:o either let a contract for such work without calling for bids or 
direct that such work, or any part thereof, be done by day-work, 
under the supervis:on of the City Engineer or some other officer of 
the Ci'y designated by the Council, who shall theeupon be authorized 
to employ the necessary labor, procure the necessaty materials in 
the open market for the doing of said work. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates. 
Section 140, In all cases where bids are to be received, and in 

all other c,ases where the estimate,j cost of such work, inclusive oI 
labor and materials, shall exceed $1,000.00, pla11s and specifications 
shall be adopted by the City Council and filed with the City Clerk. 

As tar as practical, it shall be a condition of all plans and speci
fications for the doing of any such work that the contractor shall 
e:mp)oy local workmen whe:n available in "the performance thereof. 

Before any such work shsll be undertaken by the City, a detailed 

-. 
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estimate of the cost ihercof shall b~ furnished the Council by the 
City Engineer. 

Subdivision of Work. 

Section 141. In all cases where any such work is to be ('io.J.~ 
by contract it shall be the duty of the City Engineer, or of any other 
person charged with the preparation of plans and specifications there
for, to provide that the work be divided into such portions, sections, 
and divisions and in such other manner as to afford all contractors 
:ocal 01· otherwise a reasonable opportunity to bid thereon. And it 
~haJl likewise be the duty of the City Council to invite bids for the 
various portions, sections and divisions of said work, in such manner 
as to accomplish tha: purpose but the City Council shall iJ:1 all cases 
invi' e b:ds for the do,ng of the entire work, including all portions, 
sections, and divisions thereof, and may award contract or contr.acts 
to any one or mm·e bidders, giving preference, however, to locnl con
tractors, and local workmen where the interests of the City will not 
be adversely affected thereby. 

Aclvcrtising for Bids. 

Section 142. In all cases where bids are to be received for any 
sttch work, and plans and specifications therefor have been "adopted 
and 111ed as herein before provided,. the City Council shall direct the 
Cit;r Clerk to advertise for sealed bids for the same in accordance 
with such plans and 1:,pecifica ions, and appoint a time and place for 
r;c;ce_ving wch bids. Such advertisements shall be published in the 
official paper of the City for not less than once each week for two 
consecutive weeks, and in such other manner as the Council may 
d1.cc.t. 

CasI1 or Certified Check to Accompany Bitl. 

Section 143. Each bid shall be accompanied by a cash deposit or 
cer,ified checks :for not less than ten per cent of the amount of such 
b:d payable to the City Clerk, to insure the execution of a contract 
batween ti1e bidder ,and the City for the doing o.f such work, in ac
c:ordance with said bid; and the furnishing of a bond for the faithfu1 
}.'.lerformanco thereof as required by law aud this Charter; and if the 
successful bidder shall :foil to enter into contract with the City for 
the doing o.f Baid work, or to fumish such bonds, the amount of such 
tieposit or certified check shall be foi-feited to the City as liquidated 
damages for such default. 

Form of Adver!ising. 

Section 14. All such advertisements for bids shall state briefly 
in gener,al terms, the nature of the work to be done; where the plans 
an..i specification therefor may be examined, within what time bids 
will be opened and considered unless sealed and filed with the City 
Clerk within the time stated; that each bid shall be accompanied by 
a cash deposit or certified check for not less than ten percent of the 
amount of such b:d, payable to the City Clerk: and that the City 
reserves the right to reject .any and all bids, 

Opening• Bids. 

S.ection 145. The City Council shall meet at the time and place 
mentioned in the advertisement for bids and publicly receive, open, 
and read all bids received by the City Clerk. No bids shall be con-
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ridertd wh!ch were not filed within the time limits by ~he adver!ise
mcn~. or which am not accompanied by a cash dcpoSit or certified 
check, as stattd in the advertisement, 

Acceptance of Bids. 

Section 146. The City Council shall thereupon consider the bids 
to received and if it shall decide to ,av,ard contract for the work, 
the lowest 'responsible bid shall be accepte~; but the C;ounc~ . m,::1y 
reject any and all bids, and, where the estunated cost mclus1ve of 
labor and material sh,;111 not exceed $1,000.00 may, by a three-fourths 
vote of its membership, -direct that mch work be done by day-work 
in the manner provided in section 139 of this Charter, or it may fu 
its disc~E.tion call for new bids for the doing of said work. 

In determining the responsibility of a bidder, the City Council 
may consider his financial .responsibility and his ability 9t1:t1;rwise 
to perform the contract, without reference to the responsibility of 
the mreties on h!s bond. Any b:dder who shall have defaulted 
theretofore in anv contract with the City, except ,gs to time of per
fo:mance, or who has refused to enter into contract after the same 
has been awarde:d to him, or to furnish bond for the performance 
thereof, m,;1y be rejected on that ground as not being a responsible 
bidder. The determination however of the City Council as to the 
responsibility of any bidder shall be final and conclusive. 

Execution of Contract and Bond. 

Section 147. All contracts shall be executed by the bidder ·within 
ten days after the acceptance Of his bid, and he shall also within said 
t;me furnish and deliver to the City a good and sufficient bond for 
the performance of said contracf, as hereinafter specifically provided. 

Contractor's Bond, 

Section 148. The successful bidder shall give bond to the City 
of Redwood F,alls, for not less than 1he contract price, with surety or 
sureties to be approved by the City Council, which shall be conditio11-
e:d as provided in section 9700, General Statutes of Minnesota for 
1923, and acts amendatory thereof, and the nrovisions of said act 
and acts amendatory thereof . are hereby made ,applicable to and a 
part of any contract entered into by and between the city and any 
such bidder. 

Contract Vo!d Unless Provisions Observed. 

Section 149. Any contract entere:d into by the City for the 
doing of any work without first adopting plans and specifications and 
inviting public bids therefor, as provided by this Charter, shall be 
void and of no effect. 

City Officcers not to be Interested in Contracts or Purchases. 

Section 150. No City Councilman or other officer of the City, 
::hall directly or indirectly, be ,a party to, or interested or concerned 
in, any contract or job with said City, or in any work prosecuted by 
its authority, or in the compensation to be received therefor; or in the 
furnishing of supplies, ruel, or other articles purchasable for the pub
lic uses; and any City Officer so offending sh.all, on violation thereof, 
be removed from office by the City Council. 

The provisions of this section shall have no application to m,y 
proceedings had or taken to designate a city depository or depositories 
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. but a11y bank m:,y be designatr,j as city deposito1·y, notwithstanding 
,he fnct that any City Councilman or other officer of the City is u 
:, .. cckholder, other officers or otherw~se interested in such bank; but 
the City Councilman or o her offieer of the City .so interested in any 
, u .. h bank shaJI take no part in any proceedings that may be had in 
the m:it .c.r oi the designation of sa:d hank as a City depository. 

Collm;ion between Ci(y Officers and Bidder. 

Sect:on 151. Any officer of the City er of any dapartment there
c,f, who ,:hall aid or &ssirt any b dd1r m securing a contract to fur
mi:h l~bor, matEtial, or supplies at u higher price than that proposed 
by any a.her bidder; or who sha,1 favor one b:dJer over another, 
b.;. giv.ng or w.tbho'ding information; or who shall wmfully mislead 
;;.ny bk.acr in regard to the character of the rnafarials or supplies 
calfoJ for; or who shall Imowingly accept materials or supplies of 
a quali .} infer10r to those called for by ,any contract; or who shall 
knowing,y certify to a greater amount of labor performed or to the 
n:ceipt of a greater nmount or different kind of material or supplies 
th:111 has been actually received, shall be deemed guilty of malfeasance 
&n..t shall be removed from office. 

Collusion between -Bidders-Contract Void. 

Sect~on 152, Whenever any person or party to whom a contract 
has bern awarded shall have conspired or agreed with any other 
person or party to do any act or thing or refrain from doing any act 
or thing whereby competition in the letting of said contract or in 
th~ .ece.ving of bids therefor has been or may be hindered, restricted, 
or prevenkd, the City Council may declare the contract so awarded 
b be nu<l :md void; and thereupon it may ,advertise for new bids for 
said work, or otherwise provide for the doing thereof in the manner 
provided in this Charter. 

CHAPTER xvm. 
FRANCIDSES 

Definition. 

Section 153. The word "franchise" as used in this Charter shall 
be cons,rued to mean any speci,al right or privilege granted to 
any person, co-partnership, or corporation to use any part or por
tion of any street, alley, or public place of said City for the con
~1.ruct1on, mainte11,ance, or operation of a public utility therein or 
thereon, whether such right or privilege has been heretofore or may 
hereafter . be granted by the City, the State of Minnesota, or ahy 
other authority; but a temporary license or permission to use the 
i.treets, alleys, or public places of the City, for a period not exceeding 
one year, shall not be considered a franchise within the meaning of 
this Charter. 

Power Lo Grant. 

Section 154. The City Council may grant franchises by ordin
n1c:e, adopted by a three-fourths vote, but in no case shall a fran
chise, or an amendment to any of the provisions thereof, be granted 
by an emergency ordinance. Any and ,all franchises at any time 
granted by the Council shall be subject to all of the provisions and 
limitations contained in this Charter, 
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Proposed Franchises to be Referred to Public utiHties Commission, 
· it' Such a Commission is Established Pursuant to the .Pro

visions of this Oharte1•. 

Section 155. In tbe event that a public utility commission 
shall be created in the City of Redwcod Falls, Minnesota after t!Je 
adoption of this Charter, then in such an .event before a francluse 
for any public utility is granted or renewed the matter shall be re
ferred by the City Council to thE: Public pt!lities Commis;Sion for 
investigation and report. The sald Comm1ss1on shall consider the 
same make such investigation thereof as it deems proper, and report 
in w}iting as promptly as possible its conclusions to the City Council, 
and make such recommendations pertaining thereto as it sees fit; 
and at its discretion it may submit with said report a form of 
franchise for the consideration of the City Council. Such report 
shall be advisory only, but the City Council shall have no 1·ight or 
authority to grant or renew any franchise until the matter has been 
investigated end report made by the Public Utilities Commission, 
unless the Commission fails to make its report within sixty days 
after such reference, in which event the City Council may proceed 
without such repo.rt, as provided in this Section. 

Renewals and Ex~cnsions. 

Section 156. Any renewal or extension of a franchise shall be 
subject to all of the conditions and provisions of this Charter, 
applying to new or original franchise, 

Provisions and Publication. 

Section 157. Every ordinance granting, renewing, or extending 
any franchise shall contain all of the terms and conditions of the 
franchise and shall be published as in the case of other ordinances, 

Time Limit of Franchises. 

Section 158. No perpetual or exclusive franchise shall ever 
be granted nor shall any franchise be granted for more than twenty 
years. 

Power of Regulation. 
Section 159. In all franchises, or renew&ls thereof, hereafter 

granted by virtue of this Charter, the City Council shall have 
authority to reserve to the City the power to reasonably regulate 
and control the exercise thereof, within the City, by any person, 
co-par~nership, or corporatron receiving ,he same; to require proper 
and adequate extensions of plant and service and the maintenance 
o:i!. the same at the highest practical standard of efficiency; to estab
lish reasonable standards of service and quality of products, and 
prevent unjust discrimination in service or rates; and to require 
the holder of any such franchise, at his own cost and expense, if 
tho public needs re.qul!'e it, to place, move, re-locate or re-route, 
or p1ace under ground, any poles, wires, pipes, conduits, or other 
attachments or · fixtures which it shall place in or upon any 
public street, alley c.:r public prace in the City, under or by authority 
of said franchise. 

Rates and Charges. 

Section 160. The maximum rates or chc:rges that may be made 
for service furnished by the holder of any such franchise shall be 
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:;tnted in the ordimmce granting the same, nnd no rates 01• charges 
in ~xces:: of those rn slated rh:;;11 eve1• be charged or collected. The 
Ct.J, C,:mncil may in its discretion at any time negotiate with the 
holder oi.any 1,uc,1 franchise for a modification of rates and charges. 
In c::se of f:cilum to reach r.n agreement by negotiation, the matter 
, hall be referred to a board of arbitration, consisting of three mem~ 
bcr:-, o:1e of whom shall be appointed by the City Council, one by 
1he holder of the franchise, and these two shall by mutual agree
ment select a third person, preferably an expert in valuation and 
rnte-making. In case of ,heir inability to agree upon such third 
,•rbitratol', he shall be appo!n'ed by the District Court of Redwood 
Coun ;y. Promptly upon their appointment the said board of 
arbi.r:tion shall investigate and consider the matter so refe:rred 
to ,he;;Il1. , 

· In consideration of said matter, th~ board of arbitration, in 
determining the value of the property of the holder of such franchise, 
sh, 1'. no· ir.ciude cny amount whatsoever on account of the value 
0I such franchise or the rights possessed by the holder on account 
thereo,', whether C'apitalized upon the books of such holder or not. 

The board ot arbitration shall make report as promptly as may 
ue o,: their finctmgs whh respect to a reduction of such rates and 
charJes, rnd 1he dec!~ion of said board of arbitration, or a majority 
c ~· the'11. <lS to a reduction of any such rates rnd charges shall be 
final and ccnclusive, subject, however, to revision by any court of 
comp~tcnt jm•isdic.ion, 

City's Right to Purchase. 

Section 161. A1; any time after one yea1' following the granting 
oJ'. any franchise, the City of Redwood Falls shall have the r~ght 
to purdr1:;e the property of any person, company, or corporat1011, 
c..pera:in;;; an:1 doing business in said City undel' a franchise here
tofore- or hereafter granted by it, by paying to the owner thereof 
the 1c.:som:b.e ialue o.E the property employed in and connected 
wi,h well bus.ncsi;, but wLlrnut paying or making ,:my allowance for 
the franchise, or any righ!s possessed by the holder thereof on 
nccoun~ thereof. Such value unless the same is agreed upon be
l.,,reen the City and the owner, shall be determined in and by con
demnation proceeding, in the mrnner provided in this Charter or 
by the General Laws of this s:a~e. 

RigM to Terminafo Franchise. 

Section 162. The City Council may, by ordinance, terminate 
tny frai1chise for non-acceptance thereof by the grantee within the 
.. 111~· UmLed therein, or fo.· misuse or non-use, or fo~• failure to 
b.:!gh, o.· comp:e,e construction within the ter1:1 p~escribed by the 
ira:ichi.:.e:, o.- ior rny a.her failure to comply with its terms. 

Transfer of Fmncllise. 

Se:!tion 163. No sale, transfer, or learn of any fra:1chise sh:all 
be: va1id o;· effecdve unless approved by the City Council by ordm
ancc or resolution. Copies of rll deeds, transfe~s, leases, mortgages, 
o.· other documents affecting any such franchise, or the property 
of the holder thereof situated within !he City of Redwood Falls, 
shall be promptly filed with the City Clerk upo11; the exetution thereof, 
an.'. no sale transfer, or lease of any franchise _shall be appr?ved 
un .-. copi3s of such papers are filed as herembe~ore provided. 
t;cl' r.ha'l any r.uch tansfer, sale, or base be efbctive unless and 
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until the assignee or lessee shall file in the office of the City Clerk, 
un instrument in writing, duly exocuted, reciting the f::ict of such 
transfm:, sale, or lease, and accepting the terms of the franchise 
and agreeing to porform all of the conditions . therein contained. 
The assignee or lessee shall alw, at the option of the City Council, 
fi.c, u bond in such amount and under such conditions as the City 
Council may de~ermine, with sureties satisfactory to the Cottncil; 
c,bl!gating the assignee or lessee to perform and discharge an of 
the co:1ditions and provisions imposed by said franchise. 

Acceptance of Franchise. 

Section 164. Eve•y franc.h·st>. PI!d cv•-ry extendon or re>1ewa1 
thereof, shall be accepted in writing by the grantee within thirty 
days after its passage by the Council. Such acceptance shaR be 
construed to be an accep · ance of and con~ent to all of the terms, 
conditions, and limitations ccntained in the ordinance granting the 
franch1H:, and also all of the provisions of this Charter, No franchise 
shall be binding µpen the City unm accepted by the grantee as 
provided in this section. 
Franch1se Shall Contain Certain Provisions. 

Section 165. Every franchise here~fter granted by the City 
Council shall contain the following provisions: 

(1). That the grantee and his assigns shall be subject to all of 
the terms and conditions of this Charter. 

(2). That the grantee and h:s rnsigns ::hall not at any time claim 
or collect any rates or charges in excess of the max.imum rates set 
forth in the franchise that all rnch rates and charges shall at all 
t:mes be just, fair, and reasonable for the service rendered, and th.st 
they may be reduced from time to time in the manner otherwise 
provided for in this Charter, 

Tho doresaid provisions ohal: be considered to be a part of 
every fr::nch1se whether expressly incorporated therein or not, 
and any provisions to the contrary in such franchise shall be null 
and void. 
O.het ProviSions of Franchise. 

Section 166, The enumeration elsewhere in this Charter of 
particular conditions or provisions which are to be included in or 
msde part of every franchise, or renewal or extension thereof, shall 
no'.; be construed as impair:ng or limiting the right of the City to 
inser: therein such other and further conditions and provisions as 
the Council may deem proper to protect the City's interests; nor 
shall anything contained in this Charter limit any right or power 
possessed by the Ci:y over existing :franchises. 

CHAPTER XIX .. 

FINANCES 

Council to Control Finances. 

Section 167. The Council shall. have full authority over the 
financial affairs of the Ci1y, and shall provide for the collection of 
all revenues and other assets, the auditing and settlement of accounts, 
the safekeeping and disbursement of public moneys, and shall 
make provisions for ihe payment of all liabilities and expenses. 
Fiscal Year, 

Section 168. The Fiscal vear of the City shall end each year 
on the thirty-first dEy of December. 
Funds-Division Thereof. 
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Section 169, There shall be maintained in the City Treasury 
the following Junds for the support of which the council may 
levy taxes. 

(a). A sinking fund for the purchase, or payment when due, 
of any bonds or any debt of the City and to pay the interest on all 
bond;; avd other obligations of the City. The Council shall levy 
an annual tax sufficient to meet all obligations against this fund 
when due, unless otherwise provided for. 

(b). A public utility fund or funds for the acquisition, con
s ruction, extension, mrintEnance, and operation of any public utility 
owned or operated by the City, including tlte payment of the interest 
on any bonds or o her indebtedness which may be a lien upon such 
utility. There shall be paid into this fund all moneys derived from 
,he sale of bonds issued on account of any utility, and from the 
operation of such ut;lity i:nd from the s:.le of any property acquired 
fot• or u.c:ed in connection with, any such utHity. There shall be 
paid out of this fund the cost of the purchase, construction, extension, 
operation, maintenance, any jndebtedness which may be a lien upon 
such udlity. Any surplus in said fund may be used for the pur
chase oJ' any bonds or certificates of indebtedness issued against said 
utility, and .for the pay.nent of such bonds or other indebtedness 
upon their maturity. Separate funds and accounts shall be kept 
fo.: each such utility opera ed sepru:ately, and in case two or more 
utilities are operated iogether the funds and accounts shall be kept 
separate as, far all practicable. 

(C), A general fund for the support of such other funds and 
i'o;: 1he prymen; oi &uch expenses of the City as the council may 
dee.tr. prope · Into ihis fund sha:1 be paid all moneys not required 
,v be paia into auy o.her fund. 

(d). The City Council may from time to t:me hereafter establish 
mch o.her funds as in its opinion may be necessary or. proper, and 
provide the means by which they shall be established and! maintained 
and the disbursemen:s to be made therefrom, and may make such 
oth~r provisions with respect thereto as it deems proper, 

R::ccipts 'l'o Go To Cl'.y Trea£urer. 

Section 170. All receipts cf money belonging to the City, or any 
trauch thereof, excepting only those funds collected by the County 
Treasul'er shrll be paid info the City Treasury by the person author
ized to receive the rnme at the close of each business day. All 
such moneys and also all moneys received upon tax settlements from 
the County Treasurer, shall be deposited as soon as received in a bank 
r.:: bmks .:Jpprovcd by the Ci,y Council. 

Accounts and Reports. 

Se'.!tiCn 171. 'Iho City Clerk shall be the Chief Accounting Offic
e:: of th~ City and of every branch there.of, and the Council may pre
ccr,be and enforce proper accounting methods, forms, blanks, and 
other devices consistent with 1he law, this Charter, and the ordinances 
in accord with it. He sha:l submit to the Council a statement each 
mon1h showing the amount of money 'in the custody of the City Treas
urer, 1he statu,; of all funds, the amount spent or chargeable against 
each of ,he annual budget sllowances and the bdancf;!s left in each, and 
&Uch o.her information re:ative to the finances of the City as the Coun
._,i '. m?y require. On~e each J ear, on or before the last day of Janu
ary. the City c:erk shall sub:nit a report to the Council covering the 
entire, financh! ope,a ions of the City for the past fiocal year. This 
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rcpor~ shall show the a_ctu~l total receipts and actual total expendi
,111·e::, onu.ting duplications, and stating the cash balance at the be
ginnin; of the lasJ fiscal year rnd at. ~he close; the total outlays for 
cpara,10n and mamtenance. 1he cond1t10ns of ~ach of the funds; the 
to.al reeclpts by sourc~s and the total expenditures by general pur
poses; the tot.:! oustimd!Dg bonds imd debts of the City, when due, the 
amoun.; of new 1::onds 1~sued rnd the amount redeemed, the interest 
~ate o.: each; the ccndit10n of all annual budget allowances; and an 
inventory of all the pro12erty owned by the City; and such further in
formation as the Counml and o.her City Officials and the taxpayers 
should hav.e. 

Pr:.para.tiou of tho. Annual Budget. 
Section 172. The City Council may annually by resolution ap

point a. qualifiild person or a commission o_f three :rhembers to prepare 
1h~ estimate .for. the annual. budget and 111 the absence of such ap
pom.men. the City Clerlc will prep:re the estimates for the annual 
budget. 'Ibe e~ti.rr:ates of exp~nditures shall be a1·rangecl for each 

_ dep~rtment or dlV!sion of the CfiY under the following heads; (1), 
Ordmary . expenses (for operation, maiJ?,temnce, and repairs) and 
~2), Capital outlays fo_r (new construct10n, new equipment and all 
unpr9"'.ements~ of a Iast!ng. cl1f1";1cter).. Ordinary expenses shall oe 
rubd1v1::ed in,o; (a) sa1ar1es, w1 h a 11st of all salaried officers and 
posi'.ioru:, with the salary ill:iw~nce and 1he number of persons. hold
mf; each; (b) wages; (c) prJnti1;g, adva:ising, ~elephone, telegraph, 
c-xp~e~s ~harge~, and other I1ke items; (d) supplles and repairs, with 
sufficien, detail to be readily understood. All increases and de
rreases shall be c:early fhown. In parallel column shall be added 
the amounts granted snd the amounts expended under similar heads 
fo.• the past two co'tlpleted fiscal years. and, as far as possible, for 
thf: curren~ yeB~·. In addition to the estimates of expenditures, the 
estrmetes shall mclude a statement o.f the revenues which have ac
crued for the past two completed fircal years, with the amounts col
lect~d and the unco~ected balances, together with the same infor
mation, as far as possible, for the current fisc.::-1 year,- and an estimate 
of the revenues for !he ensuing fiscal year. 
. ~he statement of revenues for each year shall specify the follow
mg items; sums derived from (a) taxation (b) fees (c) fines (d) 
interes!, (e) mfsce:lancous, (not included in the foregoing) (f) 'sales 
a11d. r<;ntals, (g) operation of publir! utilities (h) special assessments 
and 9) sales of bonds md other obligations. Such estimates shall 
b~ prm'ed or typewrit'en, and a copy thereof shzll be furnished to 
ihe Mayor each me"I!ber of the C9unci1, and 1he City Clerk, and a 
rouy thereof shall be posted in 1he office of the City Clerk not less 
than ten days prior to the regular meeting of the City c'ouncil in 
AU';usJ: of Urn•. year, at which time the estimates shall be submitted 
; 0 ~e City C~mnc I fof consideration. A copy of such estimates 
.~al. be l~ept m_ the City Clerk's office and shall be subject at all 

tl
tuner. _to mspect10n or .examination by the taxpayers or citizens of 
. ie City. The Council may require with the estimates such ex
planatory statement or statements as the Council may deem necessary. 

F'assago of the Budget. 

Section ~ 73. 'rhe budget 1:h!'ll be considered at the regular 
~j~~hly :reeti1\~ of the Council in August, and the Council shall hold 
been rne ·. mee mgs from time to time until all the estimates have 

con51dered. The meetings shall be so conducted as to give in-

CITY OF REDWOOD FALLS 43 

terestecl. citizens reamna.b:e time in which to be heard, and an oppor
tuni y to mal,:e such inquiries as may seem pertinent to them. The bud
get _ as finally agreed upon £hall. be adopted by resolution setting 
forth the budget in detdl, and shall be recorded at length in the 
Council proceedings, The total sum appropriated shall be less than 
the total estimated revenues by a reasonable margin. The Council 
thall rdopt the budget resolution not later than the first day of 
O::tober. 

Enforcement of Budget. 
Section. 174. It ::ha:l he the duty of ihe City Council and the 

City Clerk to enforce strictly the provisions of the budget. They 
thall not allow or approve any claim or demand against the City un
less an appropriation he's been made therefor in the budget nor any 
expenditure covered by the budget unless there is a sufficient un
expended balance left therein; ati.d the Mayor and City Clerk shall 
not issue any order on the Treesure1· for the payment of any such 
claims or demand. AnY obligations authorized or incurred by any 
officer or emp:oyee of the City fol' any purpose not authorized in 
tho budget, or for any amount in excess of the amount therein au
thorized shall be a personal obligation upon the person incurring or 
authotizing the expenditure. 

Veto by Mayor. 
Section 175. Promptly upon the adoption of the budget reso

lution it will be tra,nsmi:ted to the Mayor for his approval or dis
approval, and shaU be considered and returned by him as in the case 
of ordinances or other resolutions. He may approve or disapprove 
of ~be wholt or rny part or item thereof, excepting that he shall have 
,10 authori y to disapprove any sum or item therein contained for 
the payment of the funded debt of tlle City, the interest thereon, or 
of any sums therein provided for interest or sinking funds, If the 
budget be disrpproved the Council shaU proceed to reconsider the 
vote by which the budget was parsed, but if an item or items only 
are disapproved, the reconsideration shall be only as to such item 
or items. If upon such reconsiderati.on the Council shall unani
mously vote to pass the budget or such i'em or items, the same shall 
be deemed to be duly adopted and in full force and effect. Upon such 
final adoption of the budget resolution the sums fixed therein shall be 
deemed appropriated for the next fiscal yeai· for the several purposes 
named therein, and no othe:. 

Altcra~ions in the Budget. 
Section 176. Af!er the budget shall have been adopted, the 

City Council shall have no power to increase the appropriations 
therein fi.-::ed, for any putpose, either by the insertion of any new 
item~ 01· otherwise in excess of the estimated revenues, unless the 
actual receipts shall exceed such estimates and then only to the 
amount oi'. such excess; but the City Council shall have no authority 
to 1·educe the amounts appropriated in the budget for the payment 
of prin:!ip:i.l or interest on bonds, certificates of indebtedness, or out
standing warn.mts of the City, or the provisions made in the budget 
for any sinl-:ing fund. 

Subject: to 1he foregoing provisions, and except as hereinbefore 
provi::led, the City Council maY at any time by resolution, adopted 
by .a three-fourths vo~e, change or alter the amount appropriated 
for any purpose 01• object in the budget, whether in the same or any 
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other fund and authorize appropriate transfers in the budget accounts 
to effect the same; and may also by like vote authorize the b:ansfcr 
of an unexpended and unincumbered balance for any lawful pur
pose or object. 

CHAPTER XX. 

TA.~ATION 

Property Subject to Taxation. 

Section 177. Subject to the state constitution, and except as 
forbidden by it or by state legislation, the Council shall have full 
power to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation and 
to change the same from, time to time. In so far as the City pro
cures a revenue fro.n ts:xes upon real and personal property as such, 
it shall conform as fully as possible to the general state law as to 
the assessment of such property and the collection of such taxes .. 

Bolrd of Equalization. 

Section 178. The City (,.;ouncil sh2ll constitute a Board of Equal
ization and shall have and possess aa of the authority, rights, powers, 
and duties oJ like boards under the General Laws of the State now 
or hereafter enacted, md shall be governed as to time and place of 
meeting and in all other respects by such laws. 

Levy and Collection of Taxes. 

Section 179. On or before the iirst of October each year the 
Council shall leyy by resolution the taxes necessary to meet the re
quirements of the budget for the ensuing fiscal year. The City Clerk 
shall transmit. to the County Auditor annually, not later than the 
tenth of Oc'ober, ? statement of £11 tcxes levied, and such taxes shall 
be collected and the payment thereof be enforced with and in like 
manner as state and county taxes. No tax shall be invalid by 1·ea
son of any informrlity in the manner of levy,ng the same, nor be
cause the amount. levied shall exceed the amount required to be 
raised for 1he special purposer. of which the same is levied, but in 
that case the surplus shall go into the fund to which such tax belongs. 

Tax Set~lement With Cow1iy Treasurer. 

. Section 180. The City Treasurer shall see that all moneys in 
the County Treasury belonging to the City are promptly turned over 
to the City according to law. 

Limit of Tax LeVY. 

Section, 181. No taxes for general city 01· municipal purposes 
shall b_e levied by the City Council in, any one year exceeding thirty
.live mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation of the taxable pro
perty of the City, and in addition thereto such amounts as may be 
nece_ssary to pay the interest on the funded debt of the City and the 
portion of the principal sum of mch funded debt becoming due in 
sue~ ye,3.r, and all amounts included in the budget for any sinking 
o.; mteres~ fund, and any judgments lawfully ob!ained against the 
City. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

CITY DEPOSITORms AND INVESTMENT OF FUNDS 

Council to Designatei Depositories. 
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Sectio~ 182. The CHy Council shall have power to designate, 
rnd fro n time to time to redesignate, a bank or banks in the City of 
Rz4wood Falls or elsewhere, in which the City Treasurer shall de
posit and keep the moneys and funds of the City. Such designation 
and redesignation mry be rrade at any time by the City Council, but 
only after zdvertising for proposals therefor in the official newspaper 
of the City once in each week for two successive weeks. The maxi
mum account which may at any time be kept on deposit in each de
posi '.ory ro d~signated sha::I be fixed by the City Council. 

Bond of De11osi'ory. 

. Sec•ion 18~. Excep"- to the extent lhat said deposits are insured 
in my by th: Federal Deposit Inrnrance Corporation under the Acts 
ot Congress crea'ing such corporations, and any amendments there
to, each depo·itory shall deposit with and as5ign to the City, bonds 
o:· other securities of the character and in ihe amount provided· by 
the generr:l laws of the State now or hereafter enacted, and approvrl'l 
by the City Council. 

Treasurer's Exemption for Liability. 

Section 184. The City Tre11~urer rhall keep the funds of the 
City in the depository or depositories rn designated, and when so 
•~epo!:'i~ed the Tre"surer and ihe sure'ies on his official bond shall 
1,r, e'{emn~ fro'll all IiabiHty for the loss of any funds so deposited to 
ihe amount only that such deposit was authorized by the City Council, 
and only if such Joss is caused by the failure, bankruptcy, or any 
other act or default of such depository. 

The failm-e of the City Council to designate a depository or de
positorfac: shall no<: exempt, or relieve ihe City Treasurr or the sure
•ies on his official. bond from rny liability for moneys or funds in 
his hands belonging to the City. 

Approved Investments. 
Section 185, Sufficient moneys shall always be retained in each 

Sinking Fund provided for the prompt payment when due of the 
principal and interest of the ob~igations for which such fund was 
cl'e'lte:1. Such money sh:11 be deposited in a depository or deposi
tories of the City designa~ed by the City Council as otherwise pro
vided in this Charter. 

AH moneyr. belon!fing to the Sinking Fund or to any other per
manent fund of the Ci y not so deposited in a depository or deposi
tories e,f the City. mav be invested only in securities authorized by 
General Laws of the State. 

Illvestments-By WI1om Authorized. 
Section 186. No "nvestment- of any moneys belonging to any 

sinkinr, or other permanmt fund of the City shall be made except 
by resolution adopted by a unanimous vote of the City Council. It 
is hereby made the duty of the City Council rnd of the Mayor to make 
careful inquiry an:l investig::-tion concerning the security of any such 
investmen~ before the .rnme is made in order that loss on account 
thereof •may be avoided. 
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Sale or Pleclge of Securities. 

Section 187, . Any bonds or other securities in any such fund 
may be sold or pledged by authority of the City Council at any tune, 
but any moneys received from the sale or pledge thereof shall re
main a part of such fund.. and be deposited or invested as herein
before provided. · 

Treasurer's Exemption from Liability. 

Section 188. In all cases where the City Council shall authOrize 
the investment off moneys, belonging ta any such fund, in any of the 
aforesaid bonds or securities, the City Treasurer and the sureties on 
his official bond shall be exempt from all liability for the loss of the 
money so invested by reason of the non-payment of the principal or 
interest or depreciation in market value thereof, 

Penalty for Vio'a!ion. 
Section 189. Any member of the City Council or other officer 

of the City who shall recommend or authorize, or vote to authorize, 
the. investment of any moneys belonging to any sinking or other per
manent fund of the City in any bonds, or other obligations or secur
ities, other than those specifically mentioned in Section 185 hereof, 
shall be personally liable for any loss or damage occasioned the City 
by reason of such investment. · 

CHAPTERXXIL 

ALLOWANCE AND PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 

Verification of Claims. 
Section 190. Every account, claim, or demend against the City, 

except as otherwise provided .in this Charter. shall be itemized and 
verified by the affidavit of the claimant, or his agent to the effect 
that the service, labor, or material therein mentioned has been 
actually performed or furnished as therein stated, that the claimant 
is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

Approval of Claims. 

Section 191. Before any such account, claim, or demand shall 
be considered or approved by the City Council, some officer or em
ployee of the City having personal knowledge of the matter shall cer
tify in writing upon the same that the service, repair or material 
therein mentioned has been actually furnished to and received by the 
City, whereupon it shall be examined in detail and audited by the 
City Clerk and if he finds the same or eny part thereof to be a just 
and proper claim against the City be shall endorse his. approval there
on in writing accordingly. 

Allowance of Claims. 

. Section 192. The Cily Cotmcil ~hall have authority to allow or 
disallow, in whole or in part, sny account, claim, or demand against 
the City but shall have no authority to consider or allow any such 
account, claim, or demand unless verified and approved as herein 
provided. 

l\'Ioney-How Paid Out. 
Section 193. No lt'.oney ~'.ball be paid out of the City Treasury 
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unless uuthor:ized by vote of the City Council and then olllY upon an 
order exceptt.ng that orders may be issued by the Mayor and City 
Cl.:rL and p:ml by the Treasurer, without authorization by the City 
Council, in the fo,lo\ving cases: 

(1), To pay when due the interest and principal of outstanding 
bonds. warrants, and certifi9ates of indebtedness of the City. 

(2). To pay the salaries @d compensation of the officers and 
e:mplo• ees of the City where ;,uch compensation or salaries have 
Leen fixed by tl1e City Council. · · 

Ci'.lers-!low Signed-Form. 

E:cction 194. Every order upon tho Trei:surer shall be signed by 
,he l\hyor and countersi1necl by the City Clerk, and shall designate 
the purpose for which it is drawn and the fund out of which it is pay
able, and shall be payable only out of such fund. Evel'Y order shall 
be made payable to the order of the person in whose favor it is 
drawn and may be transferred by endorsement, No order on any 
fund shall. pay the same together with all orders previously issued 
against such fund. 

CHAPTER xxm. 
l\'IUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS 

Scope. 

Sec ion 195. This Chapter shall not be construed as relating to 
1hc current: obli~ations of the City payable in the usual course of 
b'!.:lci••efS an1 cut of its curren"' revenues, but only to obligations o:C 
the City, au .horized is required by law or this Charter, evidencing 
an in::1E.bt<>"!ncss of +be City payable with interest at future and stated 
H~e ·. The word "bond" l?S used in this Charter shall include any 
ancl. all bonds, certificates of indebtedness, warrants, or other funded 
cbliea 1ons cf thu City, authorize:i as stated and evidencing such 
indebtedness. 

i£suance of Boners. 
Section 196. All bonds of the City shall be issued in the name of 

;lm City of Redwood Falls; they shall be issued under the seal of the 
City, regularly dated and numbered, and signed by the Mayor and 
City Clerk. The Ci y of Redwood Fans shall have authority to js
rue the following bonds: Refunding Bonds Local Improvement Bonds, 
Public Utility Bonds, Public Improvement Bonds, Permanent Im
provcm-ant. Revolving Fund Bonds, Emergency Bonds, and Temporary 
Cons!ruction Bonds. 

RefumHng Bonds. 
Section 197. Refunding bonds shall be issued to refund bonds, 

certificates of fadebtedness, warrants, or other funded obligations of 
the City, whether due or not due. 

Local Improvement Bonds, 
Section 198. Local· improvement bonds shall be issued to lay

out open extend widen, straighten. or otherwise alter or change 
any street, alley ~r hig;hway within'~be ~ity to fill, grade, gravel, 
prvc-, repave, macad'lm1ze, or o'herw1se 1mprove any street, alley, 
sidewall<: and highw2y within the City, and to construct boulevards, 
cuibS, and gutters thereon; to construct, lay, relay, extend, repair, 
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or otherwise improve tho public sewers of the City, including service 
pipev and mains and all necessary fixtures, appurtenances, and ap ... 
pliances; or to mske o her local or public improvement not pro
hibi,ed by law 01· tWs Charter. Local Improvement Bonds may also 
be issued to pay for the costs of eonstructing, laying, relaying, ex
tending, main:aining, rep:dring or otherwise improving public water
mains. 

Publi:: Utility Bonds. 

Section 199. Public utility bonds shall be issued to replace, re
construci, extend, enlarge, OL" otherwise improve the Water Works 
System, now owned and. operated by the City, to acquire, construct, 
purchase, equip, maintain, replace, recomitruct, extend, enlarge, or 
otherwfro improve any other public utility or convenience to be 
operated by the City, from which a revenue is or may be derived, 
and to acquire property needed in connection therewith; and to con
strue!, reconstruct, replace, extend, enlarge, repair, or otherwise im
prove a Distribution System or Systems for any or all of such utilities. 

Public Jmproveme.nt Bonds. 

Section 200, Public Improvement bonds shall be issued to pur
chase or o~herwi»e acquire grounds for_ pubac parks, boulevards, 
cemeteriei:, or other public purposes; to improve the same, and to 
purch:;1se or otherwise acquire Bites for public buildings and other 
struc'.ures, and to construct, recGnstruc', enlarge or improve such 
buildings or structures. 

Permanent lmJJrovement Revolving Fund Bonds. 

Section 201. Permanent Improvement Revolving Fund Bonds 
may be issued to create and maintain a Permrnent Improvement 
Revolving Fund. 

Enl.ergency Bonds. 

Section 202. If during any year, by reason of calamity or other 
emergency, or unforeseen circumstances, the City is obliged to make 
me raordinary expenditures ior w,tlch no provision has been made 
in the budget, then and in such event the City Council may by a 
three-fourths vote thereof authorize the issuance and sale of Emer
pency Bonds. -not exceeding in any one year, however, the sum of 
$15,000.00, said bonds to mature in not to exceed five years and to 
bear interest at not to. exceed six per cent per annum. 

Temporary Construction Bonds. 

Sec'ion 203, Whenever the City shall have entered into con
trac~ for the malting of any local public improvement or, any local 
.improvement upon benefitted property, the City Council may, by 
thr7e-fourths vote, issue and sell temporary cons~ruction bonds, and 
until permanent financing therefor can be conveniently arranged. 

Sue~ bon?''l ~ha~l be issued a1;1d sold from time to time, during 
the making .o:i: said improvement m such amounts as may be neces
s~ry 1p ~eet the obligations of the City in ~onnection with the making 
of said 1mprovements. Bonds for such 1mprovements shall not be 
issued in excess of the contract price therefor. All of such bonds 
shall be due not more then one year from the date of issue and shall 
bear interest not exceeding six per cent per znnum, payable semi
annually. 
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At the time of the issuance of any such bonds the City Co~eil 
<hall by resolution, obligate the City, before or as soon as the rm
prov~ment shall be ccmpleted, to tzke appropriate· proceedings _ to 
levy and asse.:;s such portion of the cost thereof as may properly be 
asses:,:ed upon benefitted property, and further o~ligate the City to 
issue and sell local improvement bonds of the City to the amount 
permit'ed by law for the making of such improvement and to aJ?ply 
the proceeds therefrom in payment of such temporary construct10ns 
bonds, and to make such other provision for their payment by tax
ation or· otherwise as may be necessary, 

Other Bonds. 
Section 204 In addtiion to the bonds hereinbefore enumerated 

the City shall have the right and power to issue its b_onds for -any 
other lawful purpose not prohibited by law 01; by this Charter- or 
for a11y municipal purpose whatsoever authorized ~Y any I~w or 
statute of this State, now or hereafter enacted, applymg t<;> cities of 
like class as the Cify of Redwood Falls, whether operatmg under 
a Home Rule Charter or otherwise. 

Bond!.1 for Current Expenses Proltibited. 

Section 205. No bonds of the City shall ever be issued to pay 
current expenses or to pay or refund Emergency Bon:Is, 

P1·0,,isfons for Paymen:-Sinking and In:erest Funds. 

Section 206. In order that definite and certain. pr?vision be 
mad= for th':l payment of bonds anj o her funq·d ob'1'5at:on~ of t~~ 
Ciy, a sinkin~ fund shall be createq fo1; each issue o~ bonds; certi
ficates of indebtednel:'s, or other obl1gat1ons of the City heretofore 
or hereafter issued. . . 

As soon as possible after the adoption of this Charter, tl;ie City 
Council. shall make suitable provision by tex levy. 01· otherw1se, for 
an. adequate · sinldng fund for each issue of !:>onds or other funded 
obligitions now outstanding to pay the principal thereof when due, 
and to pay the interest thereot1. . . 

Whenever any bonds shsll hereafte}-' be 1~sued by th!') City, e~
cepting however temporary construction bonds, the City Council 
shall, b~fore the i;suance thereof, levy a direct annual ~ax. for each y~ar 
until the principal and interest of such bonds are _pa~d m full,. which 
levy shall be sufficient jn arr.oun~ t~ psy the. prmc1pal and mterest 
of said bonds when and as such prmc1pal and mt~rest mature.. . 

Such tax shall be irrepealable until all such mdebtedness 1s paid, 
and no further action of the City Council shall be necessary to auth
orize the extension, assessment, and coll<~ction of s~ch tax. 

The City Clerk shall promptly furnish a certified copy ~f such 
levy to the County Auditor of Redwood Coun.ty, together ,with ~ull 
information. concerning the obligations for which the tax 1s -levied, 
and such County Auditor thall thereupon extend and assess the tax 
so levied. . . _ . 

When there is any money in rny smkmg fund ava1lablE: for the 
nayment of the nrinc:ipal or interest of the bonds ~or 'o/h1ch such 
funds are created,_ the City Council may, by_ res?lufaon, 1rrevocably 
se~ aside and appropriate the sa'lle, or •.uc1}, port10n _thereof as may 
be necessary to the payment of the prmc1pal and mterest of such 
bonds becoming due in the ensuing fiscal year; wher<;upo~; and before 
October 10th of such year, the City Clerk shall file , certified copy of 
such resolution wi'h the County Auditor, who shall then reduce the 
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tax levy for such year by tho _ -- -~-·---~~~-

T'h 
. . amount so set " 'd ------. 

·l orov1s10n ~11~11 b . ' ·- uSl e and app • 
ment o! the princinai an/i~!t-'. in e:'ch rmnual budget forropriated. 
s~lng iisca~ year; and, to the- extes\ ofh bonds becoming due . t~l; pay. 
\We provided for, the City C en - t. at such payments ar m t e en
pay the same. - - ounc1I shall levy 8 ff' . e no other-u 1e1ent taxes to 

Violation of Sinkin...- Fund p .. "' - .l'OVJSIOll. 

Sec~on 207, If the Cit C . 
sh31l Jail or neglect to c - Y ounfil or any other office . . 

C
P~irtarni'1'! to >'llii i_nteres~m:apnlyd w,1thl. the provisions of th~ifs thChe Cteity 

1 y 01• the l'l" -:111g fm d - ar r 
maintain in grii1~:ft any bonds of the Cit; !11~?h taxpayer . of the 
to enforce compliance tifeii~£tb~ent jurisdiction an ap;~~;:l:t~1!~iio~ 

Form anrl llfaturity of Bonds. 
Section 208. AU b _ . 

; r~~~~libied by the c~~1~~~1!~;. Cit~tall be in such form as may 
ins•aJimen~ 7gtb~:entsdas determined b/~11~

11~ft becpay~le serially 
and !he 1 me ue not more th - y ouncil, the .first 
ceptiilg ~!r;i~c;~e 1dhan twenty ye.-::1 f!,~~etl;eaistfrotm its d;ife, 
shall be pa bl onr ~- and Temporar C . e . -a e hereof, ex-
provide tha1aan; 1:1bo h~re~nbefore provicld, on¥b~cg?f Bonds,. which 
maturi'y at sttnh t' -n s issued by the City shall b _ 1 Y Councll may 

• ime and Of! such terms _ 't d e callable before 
Rate Qf Interest. as I eems proper. 

Sec-ion 209 by 1he City C , ~.ll bonds Efr:tll bear . t . 
semi-annuallyounc1I, not exceeding six 1;Je;rest tat a rate to be fixed · cen per annum payable 

Sale of Bonds. 

Section 210 B f be so;d th c-' e Ol'G iniy bonds f th . 
for rec~ivi:g ~!J Council ,hall by ~esol e tiC1ty hereaf~er issued shall 
such form a . 1 s for such bonds an u _ on,_ p.x a time and place 
newspaper oi: 1:h maY:, direct, by two w~ei1~~a

1
1J~ve _noti_ce thereof in 

nuy be det . e C1 Y, and by s J ~ P icat10n m the official 
At the :ned by the City Co~~~;f.1her and additional notice as 

oirer con 1 • and place so fixed H . 
f:vorable 1 rfthg ~tith the ter1~s -~f !~1~ldS s:au be opened and the 
City Coun il e 1 Yi. fhall be acce t d - no ice,. and deemed most 
bonds to ac may reJect any and ~Pe by the City Council, but the 
othet biqs more favorable bidder ell of sue!: offers and award said 

An:niu , or, upon llke notice, it may invite 
l~to or ap Y Councilman or other · · . . ?: ,uch bf;ove any contract or at,,. ?Lf1cer of the C1ty who shall enter 
lng• competi8~e cg~dtrd~ry to the pro;1;;~~n;lor tlfle sale. or. disposition 
any sum cont - l - mg therefor shal s 1::reo ' or aid m prevent
h Notwithst!~)F or agreement shan\~e g~ty dof malfeasance, and 

ave the right mg the foregoin , . ;'01 
. an of 110 effect. 

by the Ci . to sell, in whole olilinovmons the City Council shall 
less than ia1:o th2 re•i.:ents ther part, any bonds hei:eafter issued 
llhall give Pubtnd accrued intere!tf bi popular subscr1ption a:t not 
su~h other m - !Shed 110 ice in th; · ff' -? all such cares the Council 
ce1ve bids . anner as it m d O ,cial paper of the City, and in 
of $100.00 !0m the re,iden~; 

0
t'fj;1 1b~fessary, that the City will re-

any multip:e thereof•e~ d1 Yt
1
for such bonds, in amounts 

' .,n rn.t at 1he same time it will 

.-
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receive bids from my other rnurce for the bonds so to be issued, 
When all bids are teceived the Council may award the bonds to any 
one or ll}ore of such bidder~ in accordance with what, 111 their judg
ment, wt!l be for the best mterest of the City, but i_n no case shall 
any bonds be sold for less than par value and accrued interest. 

Prcceecls From Sale of Bonds. 
Section 211. Upon payment to the City Treasurer of the amount 

offered therefor by the successful bidder or bidders, the bonds shall 
be delivered and the City Trearnrer shall receive and hold the pro
ceeds thereof -for the purpose or purposes stated in the resolution 
authorizing the iszurnce thereof, and shall credit the appropriate 
fund therewith. 

Approval of Voters. 
Sedion 212. No bonds shall be issued without the approval, 

first obtained, of the legal voter5 of the City, by majority vote of 
the electo1s, oting on the question of the ifsuance thereof, at a special 
election celled for that purpo"'e, or at a general election in the notice 
whereof the issuance of such bonds shall be plainly submitted for 
app:ova1 or re,iection; provided, however, that the approval of the 
voter.J shall not be required as to Refunding Bonds Local Improve
men~ Bondr, Emergency Bonds, or Tempotary Construction Bonds, 
bu'; the Ci.y Council sh.'Il hwe ful'. power and authority to issue 
such bonds in i:s discretion without the vote or the authority of the 
electors. 

Limit of Indebtedness. 
Section 213. -The total net bonded indebtedness of the City shall 

never excee'.i ten per cent of the last assessed valuation of the tax
able property therein, including moneys :md credits. 

In determining the net bonded indebtedness of the City :there 
shall be deducted from its gro~s bonded indebtedness the following: 

(1). Al: bonds or other funded obligations issued for this ac
quisirion, consh"uc kn, purchase, e:quipment, replacement, recon
struction, extension, enh-rgement, or improvement of the Water 
Work1 System now owned and operated by the City, or any other 
pub?.ic u iffy or public convenience hereafter owned and operated 
bv i': fron which a revenue is or may be derived, or the acquisition 
of any property needed in connection therewith. 

(2), All tonds or other funded obligations issued for any pur-
pose wha±soevBr to the ex,mt fh.:t they are payable from the pro
ceeds of special ai:sessments levied upon benefitted property. 

(3. All bonds or other funded obligations of the City issued 
for the creation or maintenance of a Permanent Improvement Re~ 
valving Fund. (4), Th::, amount of ag moneys and the face value of all securi-
ties held as a sinking fund for the payment of the bonds and other 
funded obliga'ions of the City other than 1hose deductible from 
the gross bo'lded debt of the City under this section. 

(5). All temporary Construction Bonds issued by the City pur-
sua11t to the provision.!;'. of this Charter. 

Valiclatioll of Certain Proceedings and Obligations, 
Section 214. All proceedings had or taken at or prior to the 

lime Urn· 1his Charter becomes effective, by lhe City of Redwood 
F~ills an i its City Council and officers, in the matter of authorizing 
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and ordering of local improvements of rny Idnd, the making of con
tracts therefor, the determination of the costs and benefits, the levy .. 
ing of assessments, and the authorization and issuance of warrants, 
certificates of indebtedness, and bonds of the City on account there
of including the advancement of moneys for such projects from 
various funds of the City, and the delivery of such bonds, certificates 
of indebtedness, and warrants to such funds in replacement of such 
advances, and the assessment so levied, and the bonds, certificates 
of indebtedness and warl'Ents so issued, are hereby all and singular 
in all respects legalized and validated; and any and all of such bonds, 
certificates of indebtedness, and warrants are hereby decl"1red to 
be- valid and binding obligations of the City of Redwood Falls, ac
cording to the terms thereof, and of the resolutions or ordinances 
authorizing their issuance. 

Notwithstanding any defects, errors, or omissions . in such pro
ceeuings, and without regard io the provisions of the laws under 
which such proceedings were ·attempted to be had, and as to any such 
_proceedings which may be pending when this Charter takes effect, 
the City Council may complete the same, as nearly as may be, ac
cording to . the pro_visions of the laws under which they were 
commenced. 

Any bonds, certificates o:f indebtedness, or warrants so delivered 
to and held in any fund or account of the City may be sold by the 
officers charged with the adminis'ration of such respective funds 
on accounts whenever moneys are required for the-purposes for which 
they were created. 

RigM to Proceed Under s•ate Law. 

Section 215. The provisions contained in this Charter, as to 
the purposes for which the bonds of the City may be issued and the 
procedure relating to the issuance and sale therof, shall not be 
exclusive, but fhall be supplemental to the General Laws of the 
State, now or hereafter enacted, pertaining to said matters. In 
any case where the provisions of mch general laws are not incon
sisten~ with the provisions of this Chirter, the City Council may, at 
any. i;imc-, pr?ceed under any su~ general faw having application 
to c1hes of like classes as the C1ty of Redwood Falls, whether in
corporated under a Home Rule Charter or otherwise. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Creation of Public Utilities Commission. 

. ?ection 216. The City Counci, may at any time when in its 
opm1on it deems it advisable, by resolution, establish and create a 
Public Utilities Commission which Ehall then have sole and exclusive 
management and control of all utilities then or at any time there
after owned OL' operated by the City and determined to be a public 
u ility by the City Council. 

Ap;pcintment-Qualification-ancl Terms of Office. 

, Sect!on 217, The commission when so created and established, 
shall. cons1s~ of three members each of whom shrll be a citizen, 
qualified vo,er and freeholdel' of the City, and shall be appointed 
by the Mayor, who shall appoint one member of said Commission 
wh~se term. of office shall expire on the thfrd Tuesday of April 
nex; following thereafter; the .second whose term shall expire on 
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the third Tuesday of April of the second year thereafter and a third 
whom term of office shall expire on the third Tuesday· of April the 
third year thereafter. · · 

At the regular annual meeting of the City Council in April of 
each year, the Mayor shall appoint a member of the Commission 
for a term of three yerrrs whose term of office shall commence on 
the third Tuesday of April of that year and who shall succeed the 
member whose term then expires. 

Each member of the Commission shall hold office until his 
successor is appointed and qualified, and all vacrncies by resigna
tion or otherwise shall be filled by the Mayor for the unexpired 
term, and all appointments of members to the Commission, in
cluding those to fill vacancies, shall be subject to confirmation by 
the City Council. 

Any member of !he Commifs'on may be removed from office 
by a unanimous vote of the City Council, but no such member shall 
be removed except for cause and until .he has been furnished with 
a written statement with the charges against him and has had a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard in his defense. 

Members of the Commission shall receive such compensation 
a 1 may be fixed by the City Council, but at no time shall they re
ceive more than thEt received by members of the City Council and 
may be paid actual and necersary expenses incurred by them in 
the performance of their duties. 
Officers-Duties of City Clerk. 

Section 218. The City Clerk shall be ex-officio secretary of 
the Commission, but shall have no vote. Such officers as the Com
misfion may deem necessicry or proper shall be appointed by it 
from time to time, and the Commission fhall prescribe the respective 
duties of such officers and all of whom shall hold office at the 
pleasure of the CommiEsion. 

City Officers No!ice Not to be Interested in Contracts. 

Section 219. No member of the Commission, or officer thereof, 
01·. Ciiy Councilman or other officer of the City, shall directly or 
indirec'.ly be a uarty to or interested or concerned in any contract 
or job with the Commission, or in any work prosecuted by its author
i~·, or in the compensation to be l·eceived therefor, or in the furnish
ing of supplies, fuel, or other articles purchased by the Commission; 
and any member · of the Commi~sion or officer thereof, or City 
Councihnan or other officer of the City, so offending, shall, on 
violation thereof, be removed from office. · 

Powers and Duties of Commission. 
Section 220. Except E'S otherwise provided in this Charter, the 

Commission shall havo full and exclusive control of and power 
over any and all public utilities that may be owned by the City of 
Redwoo:i Falls at the thne s1c1id commission is created and all those 
public utilitles that may thereafter be acquired, owned a:1d operated 
by the City, including all bui,uings, structures, machinery, ll!}n:cir:if,H,, 
cquipmen., materhls, supplies, and all other property belonging. to 
Oi' appur enant to the same· and shall also have a full and exclusive 
control and power over all ~oneys, bonds, certificates of ~d~btedness, 
warrant~, nnd other scc1u·it'es in any fund of the comm1ss1on. 

The: co·nmission shrll have power: . . . . 
(1). To provide for regular meetings of the Comm1ss10n. at 

l~a~t one • i:n each month, keep proper mmutes thereof, and prescnb•• 
then· own rules or procedure. 
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(2). To operate each and au of said utilities and to do any and 
dl things necessary for the economical management, control, and 
operation thereof. 

(3). To keep the same in repair, and make necessary replace
ments, extensions, improvements, changes and additions thereto; 
provided, however, that the Commission shall have no power- to 
make any replacements, extensions, improvements, changes, or 
additions which require the issuance of bonds of the City to pay 
fol' the same. in whole or in part, or which are to be paid for in 
whole or in part by special assessment upon property benefitted 
theteby; but in such cams, the Commission shall recommend to the 
City Council, in writing, the mi.king of such replacements, e:xtensions, 
improvements changes, or additions, whereupon the City Council 
shall in its discretion proceed to make the same anJ to issue bond ... 
or levY assessmeni,s u:,;;on benefitted property, as the case may be, 
to pay for the san:e~ in whole or in psrt. Upon the completion of 
such replacement::, extensions, improvements, · changes, or additions, 
the Commission shall have full· control and management thereof, 
including power to operate the same. 

(4); To buy fuel, supplies, rnd other materials. 
(5). To fix and determine ihe rates and charges to be made 

for services flllmshed by said utilities, and to collect the same and 
all other earnings and revenues of said utilities; provided, how.ever, 
that whenever any new schedule of rates is adopted for any of the 
utilities, or any change or alteration is mzde in the existing schedule, 
affecting either a part or all of the patrons of such utility, the 
Commission shall cause public announcement of such new schedule, 
or such chrnge or altewtion, to be made in the official newspaper 
of the Ci,y. 

(6). · To prescribe the time and manner in which payment for 
all such service shall be made, and to provide for the discontinuance 
or termination of such service in case of non-payment, and in its 
discretion to require psyment in advance for- any or all of such 
service. 

(7). To make and enforce reasonable, rules and regulations 
pertaining to such service and the distribution and use thereof, and 
the operation of ssid utilities, and to prescribe penalties for the 
violation thereof. 

(8), To prescribe the fOrm of books of account to be kept by 
the Commission, and also to prescribe and enforce such methods of 
accounting as it .may deem necessary or proper. 

(9). The Commission shall hsve the right to the reasonable 
use of the streets, a::Ieys, and public grounds of the City for the 
purpose of maintaining and opetating such utilities and for repairing 
the same. or making any extensions, improvements, changes, or 
additions thereto; but whenever the surface of any street, alley, 
oi· public ground is disturbed, the Commfrsion shall cause the same 
to be promptly restored, as nearly as may be, to its original condition. 

(10). To make, perform and enforce contracts in the name and 
in behalf of the City, and to do any and all other things that may 
be necessary or proper to carry out the purpotes expressed herein. 

(11), 'JJ,p City Council shall have the power to make and 
prescribe by ordinance or resolution any further rules and regulations 
for such public utilities .commission and may :from time to time 
change the powers llnd duties of such commission as said City 
Council shall. deem necessary or expedient for the efficent manage
ment of the public u:i.ities under the control of said Commission, 

Tho Commission shall at the end of each fiscul year o.f the City 
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!!lak<; a ,vrittr.m ~eport to the City Council showing in detail and 
ela~flfied_ as . to funds, an moneys received and paid out by the 
C9mm1:;s1011 ior the fiscal year then ending; the balance to the credit 
01 each itmd; the bab1ce on deposit in each City depository· and 
the. ch?racter and amount of out1'.tanding bonds or other ttinded 
~blrgation::; for the payment of which the Commission is primarily 
~1ab1e. The report shal.l _also show the nature and cost o.f any changes, 
1mprov~ments, or additions made during said year to the utilities 
unde1· 1ts control, ~I;d ~hall also set forth any other changes im
J"'OVem:mts, or add1t10ns contemplated or under consideration by the 
Com~ssion, with _an estin:mte of the cost thereof. It shall also 
c~~tam any other 11:forrr1<1trn1; that the Commission may dee:m to be 
01 imeres. to the Ci~) __ .;nc:l, 

UVlPTER .KXV. 

l\USCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

OrJinances Neecl Not be Pleaded. 

Se~aon 221. In all actions, prosecutions, and proceedings, of 
any lmld, in the Municipa. Coun of said City, the -Judge of said 
Com·~ ~h-11 ia .• e juu1cial notice of all ordinances of the City and 
'" :, .. 1dll nov be ilecessal'y to ple~d or prove such ordinances in said 
Court. 

L.~, .. bHau .s Not Incompetent. 

.Sc.::.i.:.n 222. No person shall be an incompetent judge, witness, 
c..· jw:or, by reason 01 his bei11g an inhabitant of said City, in any 
p1•oceeding ox· action in which the City shall be partly in interest, 

hnes and Penames. 

S.;dion 223. Ail fines and penalties imposed by the Municipal 
L:ou1 • .1.01· ow.w.,".; co.11mated wnhin the ihmts of the City for violation 
01. ;.ny otdinance, rule, or regulation of said· City, shall belong to 
,;nc ue ..: pari; 01. ihe gcnel·al 1evenue of the City. 

State Offenders, 

Section 224. The City shall not he liable in any case for the 
boal'd or jsil lees or any perwn who may be committed by the 
1viun1dpa1 Gour. oi said City to the jail of Redwood County for any 
l..,en.u 1JUnicihab1e under we laws of the State. 

Ser>1fo;:: oi Process. 

Se::tion 225; Whenever any suit or action shall be commenced 
~gams; d1c. CLY, aL and e, eiy process and notice wh~tsoE:ver affect
mi,; th<! City snall be served upon the Mayor, or, m_ his absence, 
upon the Ci y Clerk, and it shall be the duty of the officer so served 
tv ior,hwhh miorm the City Council thereof. 

Provisions Severable, 

83ctlon 226. The various sections and provisions of this Charter, 
,n.. dl.J clauses, phrases, alld sentences thereof, shall be sevetable, 
pnu if 1.ny sec.ion, -part, or provisio1;1 ih~reof shall be held to be 
mva.id, it shall not be construed as mvahdatmg any other part or 
po. t1011 thereof. 
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General Laws Applicable. 

Section 227. All general laws and statutes of the State, now 
or hereafter enacted, applicable to all cities operating under "Home 
Rule Chlrters," or applicable to cities of the same class as the City 
or Redwood Falls, not operating under "Home Rule Charter", shall, 
if not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, apply to the 
City 01 Redwood Falls and be construed as supplementary to the 
provisions of this Charter. 

Construction of this Charter; 

Section 223. The proviSions of this Charter shall be construed 
liberally in favor of the City, to the end that it may have all necessary 
powers for the efficient conduct of its municipal affairs as contem
plated by the municipal home rule provisions of the constitution 
and laws of the State of Minnesota. 

· The specific mention of particular municipal powers in other 
cec'.ion!l of the Chartei: shall not be construed as limiting the powers 
of the Ci'y in the premises to !hose thus mentioned. All powers 
or the City, whether express or implied, shall be exercised in the 
manner prescribed by this Charter, or, if not prescribed therein, 
then in the manner de'ermined by the City Council. 

Cllarter a Public Act. 

Section 229. Whenever any elective or appointive municipal 
officer is required to give bond under the provisions of this Chartei: 
or under the provisions of any ordinance passed by the City Council 
of the City of Redwood Falls, or the statute of the State of Minne
sota, the cost of such bond, when furnished, may be paid by the City. 

This Cha.cter shall be a public act and need not be pleaded or 
proved in· any Court. · 

When Cllarter Becomes Effective. 

Section 230. This Charter shall become effective and become 
ihe Charter of the City of Redwood Falls, mperseding any existing 
charter and amendments thereof, at the end of the thirty days after 
its ratification by the qualified voters of said City, as provided by 
the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota. 
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To:Honorable J. C, Budik, Mayor of the City of Redwood Falls,. 
Minnesota. 

. We the undersigned, being heretofore appointed by the Honor
able A. B, Gislason and the Honorable Albert H. Enersen, judges 
of the District Court of the Ninth .Judicial District, State of Minnesota, 
as and for a Board of Freeholders to prepare a proposed Charter 
for the City of Redwood Falls, Minnesota do hereby, pursuant to 
the order of said court present to you as the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer of the City of Redwood Falls, Minnesota, the 
foregoing document as and for a proposed "Home Rule Charter" 
of the said City of Redwood Falls, Minnesota. 

Dated at Redwood Falls, Minnesota, this 8th day of .January, 1941. 

A. C. Dolliff Jos. J. Lauterbach 
1\Xember of the Board of Freeholders Member of the Board of Freeholclers 

Mrs. T. E. Flinn 
1\!etnber of the Board of Freeh0Iae1·s 

Mrs. George A. Barnes 
Member of t11e Board of Freeholders 

W. S. Brammer 
Member of the Boarcl of Freeholdei·s 

Frank Clague 
Member of the Boarcl of Freel10Iclers 

William A. Brand 
Member of the Board of Freeholders 

Jos. R, Keefe 
Member of the Board of Freeholders 

J. L. Parsons 
Member of tl:!e Board of Freeholtlers 

Juliian E. Morten 
l\fember of the Board of Freeholders 

Albert Asleson 
1\Iember of the Board of Freeholders 

Chris Schulte 
Member of the Board of F1·eeholders 

M. O. Hanson 
Member of the Board of Freeholders 

L. E. Backer 
Member of the Board of Freeholders 

William M. Smith 
Member of the Board of Fr•eello!ders 


