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REPORT
of
MINNESOTA VOTING MACHINE COMMISSION
on the
SHOUP VOTING IIACEINE

, Manufactured by , .
The Sheup Voting Machine Corpe of Philadelphla

The Minnesota Voting Machine Commission duly met at the
courthouse in St. Paul for the purpose of passing upon the ap=
plication of the Shoup Voting Machine Corporation of Philadel=

phis for approval of its voting machine,,
It examined a model described as a ten colﬁmn, fifty row

&

ccmbinaﬁidn menusl, or electriéally'operatedmmachine, and,heré-

by reports as followa:

1. This machine permits complete secrecy in its

operation,
2. It sutomatlcally records and counts all votes casts

Se The total of ell votes cast are concealed from the

| opening to the closing of the polls.

e The rotation of names by precinct on ballots is

- provided for.

Se¢ It provides for voting for all presidential elector

candidatea for one party as a unite.

Ge rIt permits the voter to vote only once for any candie-
date or prcposition that he 1s legally entitled to vote one.

7. It penmits any voter to register his own choice of
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© time the'faée plate,is»raised to show the results.
done, the machine automatically locks itself against further opera=-

candldates for any offlce sven though such candidate does not
gppeer on the ballot by wrlting in the name or using a sticker.

Be It prevents voting for more than one candidate for
any one office unless the voter is legelly permlitted to vote for
more than one for that office.

Qe it prevents the voter at a primary election from
voting for candldates of more than one politlcal party and aﬁ such
an eleetion does not permit the writing in of a personal'chcice.'

10 I permits the voter, without the assistance of a
judge, to freely change or alter his vote on any candidate or pro-
position up to the time of the final recording of his vote.

Frmn the standpoint of design, congtruction and material, wse

,find that only tried and perfected mechanical devices and prinoiples

have been applied 1n the construction of the machine., All vital

parts such as levers and counter wheels, etc., are cadmium plated

to pravbht ruste
_ Resuits cen only be ascertalned once at the close of the polls

- when the vote of each candldate is shown directly under each namee

The,eoﬁntars are covmrad'until the close of the polls, and at that
When this is

tion, and even the officers! keys cannot be removed. Such anrarrange-

msnt permits'the photographing of the record of votes for each can=

,didate,'such photogrepb becomlng a permanent records




Ballots are protected from marring, slteration or injury by

a heavy, transparent, fire resistent cover held in place by a steel

freme,

The doors are go arranged and constructed that they become
the sides of the voting booth so that when the curtalns are cleosed,
there is no opportunity for observance from the outsidae

The faee of ékm macﬁine is t1lted foﬁ easy reading and brighte

1y 1lluminated by built in lights.

The paper rolls far "write in" votes is 1hgeniously‘ruled and

mmbered so that the full vote must be accounted fore
The public counter is visible to the voter while casting his

- ballot and shows the total nﬁmber of voters from the btime of the

opening bf th§ polls when the counter was set at "O". This counter,

'in turn, is checked by a sealed in protectivé counter which cannot

be réseb. This insures an accurately'checkearrecord of total votes

caste ,
Before any vober can use the machine, an officer must pull out

a mastér control lever on the outside of the case. This operation

closes the curtains and places the machine in operation for the use

of one voter onlye

As to the operation of the machine from the voter's standpoint,

,:thére,are some features that'may‘ba noteds

' The ballot on the machine is arranged vertically like convenw

'tional paper bellots that the voter is used to. When the voter in=-

dicates his choice of a candidate by pushing over a smell lever, an

f“x“,immedi#tely Appegrs opposite the name of the candidate. By these
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the vobter can review the complete record of hic cholces before

reglstering his ballot manuslly by a levar or electrically by a small

switch controle At any Time before this cperation, he may change or

selter any cholce he may have mede.
The voter finds no diffleunlty in writlng in names of personal

~cholces where such is permitted as ample room is provided at s point

convenient for such writing.
Another commandable feabture is the llberal space allowed for leg=

ible printing of candidates' names in bold type and the particularly

large spaces for showing titles of offices and proposals such as amend~

- mentse

All portions of the machine not in use are internally locked 80

that the voter cannot be confused.
The machina seems to be simple 1n operation, dependable, accurw

- ate aﬁdbqanable of correctly regiatering the will of the elactors.

In the opinion of the commission the Shoup voiting machine

examinad by it complies with all the requlrements of Taws of 1939,

chaptqrrsés, part 8, chapter 1 (section 209.01, et seq., Minnesota

rﬁaedtioﬁ Laws 1940) and can be used safely at elections in this state
under the conditions prescribed by said chapter and the election laws

of this atate, and said machine is hereby appreved as by law requireds

Dated at St. Paul, Minnesota, September 27, 1940

STATE OF mwmtsam

DEPART%EWTDFSTATB

FILED
0CT3-1940

Seerelury of Htates

THE MINNESOTA VOTING MACHINE COMMISSION

By / o
~ Membex/of Mipmesobg) y achine Cotite
and /[ |

Member of’MinﬁﬁZg%a VOting Machinevcomm.
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