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as 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

I ask that state offices be cl~sed on that day, and urge that 

municipal buildings and priwte places of bus1ness also be closed, in 

order to permit as many peop1e as possible to tn..'lte pa1"t in the customary 

observances Of this do,y. 

I also ask that the flag be displayed in appropriate places. The 

first Thanksgiving Day in 1621 represented, among other things, the com­

munity's sense of a common concern about the material well-being of every 

one in Pilgrim colony, Thanksgiving Day always takes us back in spirit 

to that early community sense of' our obl.ie;e.tions to 011e_ another in the 

sea;rach for security ~md plenty. Throughout our history, special Thanks­

giving days have always been marked by this sense of a common brotherhood 

in facing the vicissitudes of life. Buch a spirit is justly regarded as 

a very fine l~ind. of pa tr:l.otism and ·this d~y may therefore be justly re­

garded as one of patl'."iotism, marked by the display of our national emblem, 

which should be looked upon not chiefly as a symbol of military glory but 

rather as an emblem of human brotherhood ln the never-ending search for 
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