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It is tbe inherent t>ight and priVilege of ev-ex,y Americe.n citizen 

to be accorded the opportuni t".t to engage in t-i.seful pursuit, s the.t will 

benefit mankind in general through a fuller and happier life. With al

most unlimited resources at hand, America.ls a.bility to produce is only 

restricted by the ability to make available the products of farm and 

factory to those in need of such produota9 

Because of pvesent economic ills that beset our state and nation, 

it is well to pause and consider the plight of the workers of our 

country, whei:her these workers be on farms, in factories, in mines, in 

stores, or in offices. To this end, it is appropriate that at least 

one day each year be set aside to con.aid.er all those v.ino toil :for an 

honest livelihood. 

When city workers benefit, those who toil on om· farms, our pro

fessional classes, and those engaged in business, benefit because of in

creased pUl."chasing po1.ver that resuJ.ts.. So all who work., regardless of 

where such work may 'be, have a kindred interest in the welfare of each 

other. 

NOVI, THEREFORE, with these though.ts in mind, I, Elmer A. Benson, 

Governor of Minnesota, do hereby designate 

MONDAYJ) September 5,1938 

as 

LABOR DAY 

and. I urge that usual. activities be dispensed i1ti th on this da.y so tl'la.t 

Labor, -- farm, factory and white collar, -- may be carefully considered, 

to tne end that great er bene:f'i ts may be secured, leading to a more 

equitable distribution 01' ,vhat is produced, greater opportunities for 

recreation and study, and increased eoonoruic security. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hei-·eunto set my himd and affixed 

the GJ:>ee,t Seal of the St~te. of Minnesota, this 22nd day of August, 

1938. 

Govern or of Minne so ta 

of State 
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