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With the approach of lemorial Day this y@af -- e are reminded
that the occaslon has gathered to itseld an Increased richness and
breadth of mesning. It was originally obgerved in honor of seldlers
killed in the Civil Wer but subsequently also in honor of those Who
fell in later conflicts. Within the past decade many cltizens have
come to feel that upon Memorial Dey peace herces should be honored as
much or more than those who gave thelr lives in war.

| Becaugse Memorial Day may be over-ghadowed by the holiday aspirit,

The Memorial Dey Committee of the Memorial Extenslon Commisasion of New
Ybrk'urgea that the seven days concluding on May 30th be aedicated to
Memorial ceremonies of every kind and officlally designated se
"Memorisl Week."  This proposal has my hearity approval.
e It is obvious that serious-minded people are intent upon making
lismorial Day mesn more than it ever has before in the Nation's history.
Ag never before the Day should serve the cause of peace and it should
hohor thé heroes of peace. This very year the American people are to
épend more than a billion dollars for armaments. If there must be re-
trenchmentrin government expendiﬁure let it not be at the expense of
millions of helpless'men and women still on relief. Let there be re-
trenchment'in armament expenditures, |

| In a world already frustratéd by war to the polnt of despalr,
what blasphemy it is %o make our sainte and heroes the men of war, the
battleslain! Way dedicaté gach lMemorial Day to the pralse of war of
crimsoned strife? | |

There is a better and a more needed way %o fulfill tihe higher
Bpirit and purpose of Memorial Day. This better observance is o honor

the heroes of peace, sguch typical heroes asgpolicemen, firemen, farmers,

factory workers, women who have died in childbirth and others who have

lost theilr lives in pursuing the monotonous, humdrum, peaceful butb

hazarious paths of dutyo k g{ 76
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That the cause of peace may be served and the heroes of peace
may be honored, sven asg bave the heroes of war in the past, I, Elmer Ao

Bengon, Governoyr of #innesota, &o hereby designate

SUNDAY, May 30th,1937
ag

MEMORIAL DAY

Upon this day let us give thought and pay tribute to all of
thoge who have undergone danger and given thelr lives in connectlion with
gervice to thelr fellow-men. Latrus take care that the graves of éll
persons vho have spent their lives sacrificially for the welfare of their
fellow-men and fellow-women are visited and kept green and vivid in N
‘memory by flowers, garlands and words fitly spoken. Above all upon this
| sacred day let us intone psalms of peace and enthrone high in our hearts
the cause of peace that 1t msy be served by memory and by high resolve.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the

Governor of Minnesota
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Attest:

- Secretary of State
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