o e T A AR R

e

_n

K 5

HON, JULIUS A SCHMAHL,
SECRETARY OF STATE.
SIR:

As required by Section 25 of the Revised Laws as amended,

I have the honor to furnish you, herewith, a statement of the pur-

poses and effects of the respective amﬁndménts propesed to the

‘Comstitubion of the State of Mingesota by the Legislature of 1909,

and which are %o bhe svbmitted tn the electors in said'state at the

general election in 1910.

FIRSTYPBO?OSED AVENDMENT,

The firgt proposed amendmént is contained in Chapter 506
of the Taws of Miﬁnesata for the yéar 1909.
: PURPOSE. By this amendment it is songht to”auﬁhnrize the
payment by the State from the State Road and Bridge Fund of one-
hélf of the cost of constructing or improviang any road or bridge

therein, and is an amendment of Section 16 of Article ¢ of the

~Congtitution which now reads as follows:

*Section 16. For the purpose of lending aid
in the construction and improvement of public high-
- ways and bridges, fthere is hereby created a fund to
‘be known as the 'state road and bridge fund,! said
find shall include all moneys accruing from the in-
‘come derived from investwents In the internal im-
provement land fund, or that meyr hereafter accrue to
said fund, and fhall also include all funds accruing
to any state road and bridge fund, however provided,
: "The Legislature is suthorized to add to such
fund, for the purpose of constructing or improving
roads and bridges of this state, by providing in its
disecretion, for an annual tax levy upon the properiy
"of this state of not to exceed in any year one-fourth
(1/4) of ome mill on all the taxable property within
the gtate. :

PROVIDED, that no county shall receive in any
vear more than three (3) per cent or less than one-
half (1/2) of one (1) per cent of the total fund thus
provided and expended during such year; and provided
further, that in no case shall more than one-third
(I/3Y of the cost of constructing or improving any
road or bridge be paid hy the state from such fund,"

and to substitute therefor the following:




"Section 16. Por the purpose of lending aid
in the construction and improvement of public high-
ways and bridges, there is hereby created a fund, to
be known as the 'state road and bridge fund,! saild
fund shall include all moneys accruing from,ﬁhe in-
come derived from investments in the internal im-
provement land fund, or that may hereafter accrue
to said fund, and shall also include all funds
acecruing to any state road and bridge fund, howsver
provided,

‘ The legislature is authorized to ‘add to such
fund, for the purpose of congtructing or improving
roads and bridges of this gtate, by providing, in
its disgcretion, for ar annual tax levy upon the
property of this state of not to exceed in any

year one-fourth (1/4) of ore mill on all the
taxable proverty within the state.

PROVIDED, that no county shall receive in any
year more than three (3) per cent or less than one-
half (1/2) of one (1) per cent of the total fund
thus provided and expended during such year; &nd
provided further, that in no case shall more than
one-naif (1/2) of the cost of constructing or im-
proving any road or bridge be paid by the gtate
from suck fund."

EFFECT, The present Constitution authorizes the payment

by the State, out of such fund so created of one-third (1/3) of
the cost of comstructing or improving any road or bridge ﬁhérein.
If thié amendment is adopted the State could then pay one-half
(1/2) of the cost of constructing any sﬁch road or bfidge and thek
gffect of the am@ndment is thus to 1ncrease the amount Whldh the

State may lawfully pay toward such purpose.

SEGOND PROPOSED AMENDUENT,

The second proposed amendment is conta;ned in Chapter 507
of the Laws of Minnesota for the year 1909.

PURPOSE. By this amendment it is proposed to repsal the
provmsions of Section 11 of Article IX of the Constitution, which
gsection now reads asg follows'

"Section 1l. There shall be publlshed by the
treasurer, in at least one newspaper prlnted at the
seat of goveanent, during the first week in January
afi each year, and in the next wvolume of the acts of
the legislature,; detailed sgtotements of all moneys
drawn from the treasury during the preceding year,
for what purposes and to whom pald, and by what law
authorized; and also of all moneys received, and by
what authority and from whom."




EFFECT, The Constitution requires the treasurer to pub=
ligh vearly a detailed statement of the moneys drawn from the
treasury during the pieceding year, giving the names of the per-
sons to whom paid and the purposes for which it was expended, It

also requires a like sitatement of the names of the persons, and

- the SOQrCéS, as &ﬁ: money received, and in both cases a statement
of ﬁﬁe law under which payments were made, or money paid into the
treasury. The effect of this Amendment, if the same be adopted,
will be to repeal the section of the Constitution mentioned and
insofar relieve the treasuver from such publieation. This change
‘:in thé Constitution, however, would not prevent the legislature
; frbm,hereafter directing by law that such,‘dr a different pubiic&a
tion, of the same or other informetion should be made by the
Treasurer.

THIRD PROPOSED AMENDMENT.

The third prdposed amendment is coﬁtained in Chapter 508

of the Laws of Minnesota for the year 1999,

o PURPOSE, By this amendment it is proposed to add an en-
tirely new section to Article IX of the gonstitutioﬁ, to be known
“as Bection 17, and which shall read a8 follows: -

"Section 17. The legislature may provide for

the payment, by the State of Minnesota, of damages

to growing crops by hail and wind, or either, and

to provide a fund for that purpose, including the

necassary expenses of giving effect o this act,

may impose a specific tax upon lands, the owners

of which, at their option, have listed the same with

county auditors for that purpose, and no payment

shall be made of any such damages except from the

fund so provided,"

EFFBCT. The effect of this Amendment, if adopted, will be
to authorize the State to become a trustee in the collection and
~dasbursement of a fund for the payment of damages to growing crops
by hail or wind, or either. This fund is to be created and main-
tained by a specific tax imposed by the legislature upon the lands
of such persons, only, a& shall voluntarily list the same with

their respective county auditors Ffor that purpose, Under it thers




could be no tax for such purpose imposed on the lands of any ownexr
who does not donsent thereto. The legislature is alén auﬁhorized
fo.include in such fund the necessary expenses of administraticn '
of the law. The adoption of the amendment will authorize the
‘legislature to direct that the faxing machinery of the state be
used to levy and collect the tax necessary to raise such fund and
to yrovide'for the disbursement of same by the officers of the
State; but any payments to be made, by the State, by reason of
damage by hail or wind will have to be made from such fund and from

no other. In the settlemént of anytsuch damages the State would

assumme no liability beyond the amount of such fund, and could not

| further be rendersed liable. A similar amendment was offered at the
general election of 1908 but not adopted. The amendment then offer-
~ ed read as follows: o '
"Seetion 17. The legislature may providé foxr
the payment by the State of Minnesota of damages to
. growing crops by hail and wind, or either, and to
provide a fund for that purpose, may impose a speci-
fie tax upon lands, the owmers of which, at their
option, have listed the same with county auditors
for that purpose, and no payment shall be made of
any such damages .except from the fund so provided.!
 The main difference between the amendment now4offered, and
the one last quoted, being that the legislature is now to be author=
ized, in addition to providing a fund for the purpose of paying
. oo |
damages to growing crops by hail and wind, or either, to further
provide an additional tax upon the lands of the persons so listing
the same, t0 meet the necessary expenses incurred in the administra-
tion of the law and thus relievé.. the State therefrom. This last

'provisicn was not included in the amendment offered in 1908,

FOURTH PROPOSED AVMENDMENT,

The fourth proposed Amendment is contained in Chapter 509,
General Laws of Minnesota for the year 1909, |
PURPOSE. By this amendment it is sought tb repeal Section

2% of Article IV of the Constitution, which section now reads as

.




follows:

"Section 23. The legislature shall provide by
law for an enumeration of the inhabitants of this
State in the year one thousand eight hundred and
gixty five, and every tenth year thereafter. At
their fzrst session after esach enumeration s0 made,
and also at their first session after each enumera~
tion made by the autfhority of the United States, the
legislature shall have the power to prescribe the ‘
bounds of congressional, senatorial and representative
districts, and to apportion anew the senators and
representatives among the several districts according
to the provisions of sec¢tion second of this article,”

subgtitute therefor the following:

"Section 23. The 1eglslature shall provide by
law for enumeration of the inhabitants of this State -
in the year 1915 and every ten (10) vears thereafter,
At any session after any enumeration of the inhabitants
of this state made pursuvant to law and also at any
segsion after each enumeration made by the authority
of the United States, the legislature shall have the
power to prescribe the bounds of congressional, sena-
torial and representative districts, or any of the
game, and to apportion anew the senators and repres-
entatives among the several districts according %o
the provisions of section 2 of this article."

EFFECT. The effect of this Amendmantvwill‘be to direct
the legislature to provide for a census of the inhabitants of the
Staté in $he year 1915, and every tenth year thereafter, and'will
also authorlze tne 1eglslature to dhange the boundarles of con-

gressional, senatorial and representative dlstrlcts, or of any one

~of sueh districts, and to apportion anew the senators and represw-

entatives among the several digtricts, at any session after any

State or Federal census. If adopted, the legislature might there-
fore, if it deems best, dhangé at any session the boundaries of |
such districts and apportion anew the senators and representatives

and thus redistrict the State every two years.

FIFTH PROPOSED AMENDMENT,

The fifth proposed amendment is contained in Chapter 510,
Laws of Minnesota for the year 1909.
PURPOSE. By this amendment it is sought to add an entirely

new section to Article IX of the Constitutioﬁ, to be known as
-5
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Section 18, and which shall read as follows:

"Section 18, To secure a sustained yield of
timber for the use of the people of this state, the
proper officials shall annually levy and collect a
tax of one-fifteenth of one mill on each dollar of
taxable property within this state, the proceeds of
which shall be used for the purohase of land better
adapted for forestry purposes than for agriculture

- for the state at not over $3.00 per acre, and for the
production and maintenance thereon of forest according
to forestry principles.

Unexpended balances shall not lapse but constitute
a fund for forestry purposes.

The timber produced thereon shall be sold at a
fair vaulation and the revenue therefrom or from other
gource shall be paid into the state treasury, except
that one~guarter of the net revenue shall be paid to

the towns or if unorganized, to the county, in which
the land is situated, in ald of public scbocls and
roads.

Should any tract acquired be found better adapted
for any other purpose than the proeduction of timber,
it may be sold and the proceéeds used for acquiring or
developing forestry land,

Until otherwise directed by the legislature,
vhich may supplement these provisions with necessary
enactments, the state foresiry board shall d¥aw and
disburse the money hereby provided and purchasa manage
and control the lands and forests.

- No money shall be paid for any tract until the
attorney general shall certify to the validity of the
title.

It shall be competent for two successive regular
legislatures, by a two~thirds vote of each house, to
repeal any of these provisions.”

 EFFECT. This proposed amendment,iand the propoged amend-

ment hereinafter mentioned should be read together. They consti-

tute the foundation for a plan of State reforestration, As the
constituﬁion stands today, while the legislature might pass laws
providing funds to be used for the purchase of lands, and the dﬁl—
tivation of the same for reforestration purposes, yet it is not
directed to do so. The effect then of this amendment is to compel
the taxing officers of the state to annually levy and collect a tax
of one-~fifteenth of one mill on each dollar of ‘taxable property in
the state, to be used as the legislature shall direct, for the‘pur?
chase for the State of land adapted to forestry purposes, but at a
price not to exceed $3 per acre. All unexpired balances in the fund
at the end of each fiscal year shall not lapse, but shall be carried

over into the fund thus ralsed for the succeeding year and shall be




an addition therete, It also directs the sale, at a fair valuation,
of the timber produced on such land so purchased, the payment of
three-fourths of the money received therefrom into the state
treasury, and the payment of the remaihing one~fourth to fhe town;
if orgaﬁized, or otherwise to the county‘in which the land isfsituQ.'
ated, and that the same shall there be credited to the public school
funds« If after the land is purchaged it is found better adapted
for any other purpose than the production of timber, authoiity is
contained in this amendment to sell it, but the proceeds must be
used for acquiring or developing forestry land. Uhtilkthe legis~
lature provides otherwise; @ll purchasesg shall be undér the direc;
ticn'of the State Forestry Board. The title to all lands purchased
muét be approved by the Attorney Gerieral before purchase is ﬁade.

It is fuither provided that two successive regular legislatures

 shall have power by a two-thirds vote of each house to repeal any

of the foregolng provisions. That is to say, if after a trial, such

‘plan for any reason is found to be impracticable or undesirable, and
it so appears to two successive legislatures, any or all of the
'”foregoipg provisions qf the amendment ﬁay be repealad, The legis-
 lature does not now possess such power and the same is a distinct |
change ih the methods heretofore in vogue in Minnesota, in the |
meking and revising of the Constitution. Heretofore an amendment
might only be made to the Constitution or a provision of that in-
strument eliminated by direct vote of the electors. Under this
amendmant, if it be adopted, that power is not taken away and also
exists. But a new power, that of repeal by the legislature, as to
this amendment, is created. Such power, however, would extend to
no other provision of the Constitution and affords én eaSy method

of change in case of necessity or adviSability.'

SIXTH PROPOSED ANENDMENT.

The sixth proposed amendment is contained in Chapter 511,

Laws of Minnesota for the year 1909.
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PURPOSE. By this amendment it is pmpa‘séa:m a&&f‘ %m entire-

1y new section to Article IX of the Goﬁsultution to ‘be kaawr a8
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‘ Section 1%8., ‘and which shall read as follows'
“SectiOn 17a. - Laws may be enacted exempting

lands from taxation for the purpoge of encouraging

and promoting the planting, cultivation and protection

of useful forest trees thereon.” ‘

EEFECT. The effect of this amendment is to authorize the -
.iegislatﬁre to enact laws exempting from taxation lands of private
ﬁeisons to be used in the,planting,kcultiVafion'and protection.ofi
usefulrfofest trees thereoh; and thus:supplément where the lands
' of sush brivate persons are @evoted to reforestration, the purposes
=;1ccntemplated as to publio lands by the fifth broposed amendment.
The authorlty 80 granted is part of a general plan for the reforeét-
ration of land within the state. If the 1egmslmture does not pass
sﬁéb lawe sudh Pands will not be exﬂmpt and the power to repeal

such a 1awgfwhen enacted,,remaina Wlbh.th@ legislature. Power to

-pass aklaw to exempt such lands from taxation thellegi51ature‘does

not now possess, and it is, therefore, an additional'grant ofl

DOWED,

Attorﬁey General.
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