
r 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

SAINT PAUL 
~ 

I 

It is peculiv,rly f'it.t1115 th&,t the young peopJ,e o:f IUnnesokt 

should join witl'1 the children a.110. you.th of the v,hole M&'tlon ill com­

memo1"':;,:ting the one l1unur-edth am1iversa;r,y of the birth of l✓.i:t:.rk Tr:oJ.n., He 

\VaB bol"n in the liio.d.le West p The tiissi ssi.:t1IJi H.i vei"', which i'lowG, through 

tiinnesota, was long and. intimately assoo.iatelt with hi.e life... He l0'red. 

its ,waters and its bank.a and. spent many sunlit hou.i~s piloting his craft 

throu~1 its cttr:rents. As he himself reported, he kn.er! nit upside dovm, 

wrong end 1';1.rat, i11side out, fore-e.nd .... $,:f't!I and then he knew what to do 

"in gray 11ights whe11 it ha.dn. it any sh,a,pe at e,,11 .. n F:rom his rive1 ... exper-

ience he derived his tamilial" and te.moi1s pen name and he inspired m~ny 

hearts, both young and old.l to th:i."ill to the :riomance of 1101 1 Man River. n 

?JI.oreovel'."1 the soul of Ma:t"k Tv1:ain remained :t'oJ::1eve1,. young in :its 

aevotion to libe1"tY and democre,oy. This may be Whj,7 his &,,ppea.l incefeeees 

:from year to year a,1:1d. :f'ro:r.1 d.e:citde to dec,ade ~ In our home circles,' in 

p1,,1bl:lc · and s.chool ·libr•aries, the line of boys am1 girls,. vraiting ·to secure 

copies of 11 1,Pom Sat:vyei,.,.11 , 11 m..tcklel'rerry Finn, 11 11Lite on the !~Iissisa1ppi, u 

11 The Prince and the Pau.per11 , 11 The Gilded Age 11 &.nd other tales from Twain's 

magic pen, never shortens and it never v.till so long as "boys and girls 

respond to adventu~e e).nd rome~1ce. 

?lark T\'1a1n was r;ttlch ·more than an ente1 .. tainer e.nd lmmo1"'ist. He 

wtis a great liberato1,. of the mind and a de1;iooratize:r· of·· the emotions., IJiorr~ 

of. his books carry a. serious p'U:t"l)Qse beneath their humor. · He deepei1ed the 

comradeship and humanity o:f the world even e.s h<i brought smiles to the 

lips or te~rs to the eyes,. He ws,s the foe of C::r'J.eJ.ty and superstition, 

of c:le .. as pride and. prejudice a..11.d injustice. He hated we.r and knew its 
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figure in our Ns:tion 's history. He was a poo1:> and humble son of the 

pioneel"' I~iiddle Bord.el., but to-6.ay hi,s ini'luenoe circles t,lle globe and bridges 

the centuries. 

In behalf of alr citizens of' ]Jiinnesota, berth. young and old, 

it therefore gives me pl.ee,sure to designate 

FRIDAY, NOVEDJ!BER 1 1 1935 

as 

Upon thit;i; hundredth anni:versr?;ry ot his 'birth J.et the life, writinf;s and 

i epirit of this. grea:t. Americe.n au.tho!• 'be appropriately oommemor-ated and 
t 
J hol,lorec. in homes,· schoo1s, churches and public ga,therin5s to t,he e:nd 
- ! 

- tnat his benign ana~ enllghtened influence may long endure in the Common:.. 

vrealth. 

:tN WITNESS tffiERE!OF, I have l1e1.,eunt.o set my hand antl oau.sed 

the Gi:eat Seal or the State to be affixed, at St.Paul, this 26th day of 

_ Septe:mbez-~ 19 35 .. 

Attest: 
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