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I STATE OF 1HN1'1"ESOTA ) 

00Ul~Y OF VtASHillGT011 } SS, ... 
VIt,LAGE .OF MJ\HTO.MEPI ) 

I, H .. s. Brookst the duly chosen, qu.s.lif'iec, and a.otinij Ole~k 
of the' Villa.ge of Mahtomedi, Minnesota, d.o hereby .certify that I have 

· aompaxed the within . inst:r:l.l:l1ent vri th the Ori. ginal Ordina.nc e 1ro,.mbex 19 
now on file in my office ana. that it is a true a.no. oo:-crect copy oft'E.e 
Sfime, · fJnd. the whole the:ceof, 
:f iline; thex-ecn. · 

and tha.t the a'bove. is a true copy of the 

n~tec\l." J,;.i/ .: . 1~ , 1933. · 
' t . '~ ~~ 

if /f~: ~ ~~ - ~ '.· . . ' ' . 

:Mahtomedi Village Clerl,;:;. 
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kt! Ordinance mnexing 00:ftt,;in- Ab't.lttinij ·J,$1.nd to the Villag$ of 
Mahtom!di and :mxtending the Jeundary tine~ of oaid Vill~~e so 
as to 1:nclime said tinnd .. 

'lHE V!LLAG"fil OOUl\Jctit OF •f'Hii! VIL!!AG~ Qlr ·tt~'U!TmJEDI DO OR1JAIIJ AS FOLLOWS& 

Seotion l.. That ,ursuan~: l(l tltat terta.in pati·tion aigned by s 
l4ajo:rity of the 01.~1e;t;,a of .. ,hat oe.:tai.n traot, of lend,not 0X(H1eding t110 
hundred. a.e-rea, nbutt ints upon the :Village of M~htomedi, requesting tb~ 
3:nnexat1on _ of ea.id land to tJttid Ville.ge, 1r1nd <luly filed. with the Olerk 
of #:Jaid Villt.ge, the \Tillage boundt2rl'iea of the Villa{l;e of Ma.htomed1, 
M1nnef:'teta ~e hereby enen<led _ to incl:wia said t:ract of land abutt1ni upon 
t:aid Village _and lying_ fm.d. bei_P-g in the __ town_ ah_ ip of L1no_ o'ln, oowity of 
V1ssh1niton, State ot Minnesota, d.iaczeibed &a follows~ ·to ... m,,;: 

Oottm1enoing at a point on the oente:r line of Forest St:reet in the 
Vil.lat:e of Malltomedi, UinnA:,sota, where as.id line inttraeots the 
-wa.ete:ttly bou.nds.~"Y' l1ne of said VillafJei thence Ea.ttt.etl:y aloni said 
4entllr l1t1e of Jt.aid Fol.te:.1t at,reet to a point even with liW.d di~eot'ly 
uppoatte '\llt ia.1J'f.e~ly lllt ltne ef Lot Ele;ht { S), Blo~k One ( l) of -
Fo:test li$1ghta aeeond Additlo:n, Vlathington Ooun:ty. Minnesota.; thence 
Sou.th1tl'Y ag:roet· the_ liou.th half. ct Forest Street end l!filong th& ,rp,siH':lr .... 
ly lot ltne of t.taid: J.1ot light ( S) to the southettit oe1tnei- <J't sa-14 tot 
FAght (i)i thence• Southe-rlf in _&; et~a1gbt line to a point even w.1th 
the lfoJ'therlJ lot line ot Lot tea { 10) in sa.id Block One ( l) ~d teven 
ind f1 V►tenth~ ( 7. ;) fee.\ •et e:t the l!otthea.si; eoinei of aa.i.d,. tio-C 
;~n. ( lQ) • th$liOIJ Sou.tb~~lY 1n. a. line eetren and _ fi v~te11tht ( 7. 5) :f' eet 
ia,t of and- paatalle-l with_ the 1ra.ate:1y lot l:tnea of r .. ota 'fen (10), 
Eleven (l.l) Utt ~el.Va (12) all in satd Block_ Ort& (l} to tbe No:tthe?ly 
tide .of Wood St~eet; tbenoll!l Sou.th~rly •$.C~o•.a1 Wood St:te~t to & point 
on th& Srtu.th tdde ot Wood St:tteet •even and ft'fe-tlnths ('7 •-5) _ feet Ee.at 
ot thtJ Noitl1$aet ttotcne:t of tiot rou~••n {14)t B1oek th:ree (J) .of· eiti1d 
foJ."li:lt$t ltid:.ghtt Second Addiirio.n; thence Soutbf:ttil;y in .tt line seven_ end 
ftv .... ieni=ha (7.;} ft!tei !l&.'1'1 ◊f and ~atallel 1d.th _the_ 7£.,u,tetly lo, .. 
1_ 1_ne1 __ Of' Lo_·le_ Fonl"tt_ e,n (_14_) , -Thtr_ t_een ( l;)_ , Twe11v_tJ - .(_ l~)_• Ele1re_ n ( ll ), 
fen (10), Nine (9) Md Eifj'hi; JI) a.11 1n ta.td J;l.QC~ fh~ee (') of •e.id 
Fo:ttefii littightt s·.aond. A<ldi.tton., to • point_ even 1'1 th a line ~lling 
ae1ten and fi'V'►iiM1:ht (7,..5) fett. Sou.th of and pata1lel with the 
souther,11 lot 1tne of sailt tot Eltht ( g) , laleok ffh,ee t;) , of 111aid 
ro-rett Height• S$lond A.dd.1t1oni thenoe Wettire:cly &long -• line' •~ven _ 
~d fiY►itenth• -(7.J} fee\ South of and pau11al 1d.th the 8~utbe1tly 
lot line of said t&t :t1gh1 (S) 1n $&:\4 .Blo(l'k Thte& (3) to the East 
t!dc -o.t B!!hWOQd .A:tet,,Ul:l then~e 41,:,eotly W$$it't in. a itta::1.ght lJ.nE,- ito 
the Easte:tlY 'bounda.ty line of sat.ti Villa;~ ~t M!:l.b:tom~cU.;. thenca 
No~tllerly ti.long tht ga,ste;ttl:r bounde,ry line of said Village of Mahto
medi to the plao~ of bea;tnntng. 

And te.td te»Jt1iiory il.l hereby :nmde a part tf th$ Village ef uantoniedi, 
· 14:1nn••o1H!1i at etfeotually ai if the sfltne bad C>l"igina.lly been -~ Pt'U't ot 
sat~ :Village. __ 

$$<:t'tion a .. ~is. o:cdinanoo shall. take effect zm.d be in to,;oe 
t1pon the filing Qf a 0$1ttifie<l oopy t11ereof w:tth ·the Sec:eetaty of State 
of the $tate of Minnesota. and f:-com f;fl.nd. a,fte:t' ttg publication .. 

President Village Oounoil .. 

r, -•;mrSI t· r ., en,,.;. i?tt'.tf•~~+;~ .. mHm-.~~-w--;=-:. *~:a.-i..~-::., ...... ;::.'.~~..:._••!f.-:.--~:..~~~~-:-~-~:c·.-:-- -~- :c.--:-_~_~:_-::_:~=::.:.·.:.- ·~-: ~. . • 
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CHARTER 
of the 

CITY OF TOWER 
St. Louis County, Minnesota. 

CHAPTER I 

General Provisions 
. Section 1. Powers of the City. The municipal corporation in the 

County pf St. Louis, State of Minnesota, Known as the City of Tower with 
boundaries as now established, or as hel'eafter established in the manner pro
vided by law, shall continue to be a municipal corporation under the name of 
the City of Tower; shall have perpetual succession; maY use a c01·porate seal: 
may sue and be sued; may acquire property of any ~ind or description, or any 
right, title or interest in the same within or without its boundaries for any 
municipal purpose by purchase, gift, devise, condemnation, or lease or other
wise, and may sell, convey, lease, bold, encumber; manage and control or other
wise dispose of such property as its interests requil'e; and except as prohibited 
by the constitution or statutes of the state of Minnesota or of the United 
States, the City of Tower shall have all other municipal powers, functions, 
rights, remedfes, privileges, and immunities of evel'y name and nature what
soever. The enumeration of particular powel's in other sections of this charter 
shall not be construed to limit the powers of the city to those thus enumer
ated. 'l'he provisions of this chartei: shall be construed liberally in favor of 
the city, to the end that it may have all necessary powers for the efllcient 
conduct of its municipal affairs, as contemplated by the municipal home l'ule 
provisio.ns of the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota. 

Section 2, Powers, How Eirnrcise,1. All powers of the city, unless 
otherwii;;e provided in this charter, shall be· exercised by the city council or 
under its direction. 

Section 3. Boundaries. Until altered as provided by law the City 
of Tower shall consist of the following described territory in the County of St. 
Louis, State of Minnesota, to-wit: All of section thirty-one (31) and the south 



half (S1f) and the northwest quarter (NW!.i) of section thirty-two (32) in 
township sixty-two (62) north, of nmge fifteen (15) west of the fourth princi
pal meridian. 

CHAPTER II 

Nominations and Elections 
Section 4. ¥lective Officers. There shall be elected at large in the 

City of Tower a mayor, four aldermen, a city treasurer, and two justices of the 
peace, or a municipal judge and special municipal judge as may be provided 
by law. The mayoi· and aldermen shall together constitute the council of said 
city. 

Section 5. Elections. The regular municipal election shall be held on 
the first Tue$day in Febrltary, 1929, and annually thereafter at such place or 
places as the. city council may designate. The city council may by ordinance 
divide the city into voting precincts. At least fifteen days public notice shall 
be given by the city clerk of the time and place of holding regular and spec
ial .elections, and of the officers to be elected and the propositions to be voted 
upon, but failure to give such notice of a regular election shall not invalidate 
such election. · 

Section 6. Nominations. The manner of nomination of all elective 
officers provided for in this charte.r shall be by petition. The name of any can
didate for elecitive office in the city shall be printed on the ballot when.ever a 
petition signed by ten electors of the city shall have been filed on his behalf 
with tlle city ~lerk at least ten days b!lfore the election. The clerk shall pre
pare the ballots in a manner to be provided by ordinance. 

Section 7. Nomination Petitions. The form of the nomination peti
tion shall be substantially as follows: 

NOMINATION PETITION 

We, the undersigned, electors of the City of Tower, 
Minnesota, hereby nominate ... , .... , ........ , ............ , 
wllose residence is Tower, Minnesota, for the office of ..... . 
.................. , to be voted upon at the election to be 
held on the ........ day of .......................... 19,'- •. ; 
we individually certify that we are qualified electors, and 
that we have not sig11ed more nomination petitions for can
dida.tes for this office t~n thei'e are persons to be elected 
thereto. 

The nominee shall indicate by an endorsement upon the petition that he will 
accept the office if elected thereto. Each such petition shall be verified by affi•i 
daVit of the circulator thel'eof that each person signing such petition is a 
qualified voter to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Section 8. Judges and Clerks of Election. The council shall, at least 
ten days before each regular or special election, appoint such judges and clerlrs 
of the election in each precii1ct as may be provided by ordinance. 

Section 9. Proccdul'e at Election. The conduct of elections shall be 
regulated by ordinance, subject to the provisions of this charter. The general 
election laws of the state shall govei•n in all matters not otherwise provided 
for in this charter or the ordinances passed hereunder. 

Section 10, Canvass of Election, The council shall meet and canvass 
the election 1·eturns .within twenty-four hours after the polls have closed at any 

3. 

regular or special election. The clerk shall present a certificate of election 
under the seal of the city to each person elected. 

Section 11. Calling Special Elections. The council may by a resolu
tion pasi;ed by a vote of four-fifths of its members call a special election for 
any purpose not forbidden by law and fix the time and place of holding the 
same. 

Section 12, Term of Office. 'rhe term of office of the mayor shall be 
two years. The term of office of tl:le aldermen shall be two years. The term 
of office, of the city treasurer and of the justices of the peace shall be two 
years. The term of office of municipal judge and special municipal judge 
shall be that established by law. 

Section 13. Vacancies. An elective office shall be deemed vaca11t in 
case of the failure of the person elected to qualify within ten days after offi
cial canvass of the election at which he is elected, or by 1·easo11 of death, resig
nation, removal from the city, conviction of a felony, or removal from office, 
If a vacancy occurs in an elective office the council shall forthwith appoint an 
eligible person to fill the office until the 11ext general municipal election, when 
the office shall be filled by election for the unexpired term, if any; if not, then 
for a full tel'm. Elections of justices of the peace or municipal judge and spec
ial municipal judge shall always be for a full term. 

Section 14. Salaries of Elective Officers. The salary of the mayor 
shall be one hundred dollars pet year, and the salary of each alderman shall 
be one dollar and fifty cents for each meeting of· the council, not to exceed 
twenty-five dollars for any member for any single official year. ~ 

CHAPTER III 
Legislation and Administration 

Section 15. Presiding Officer. The. mayor shall be the president. of the 
council and shall preside at all meetings of the council. .At the first regular 
meeting of the council, which shall be · held on the second Saturday after the 
municipal election, the council shall elect one of its members president pro
tem. such president pro-tem shall preside at the meetings of the council in 
the absence of the mayor from the city and shall dUring the absence of the 
mayor fl'om the city or during his disability be acting mayor with full power 
as mayor. The mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the r.ity for 
all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for the. purpose of serving processes, and 
by the'governor for purposes of military law. 

Section 16. Council Meetings. All meetings of the council shall be 
held at a time and place designated by resolution. The council shall keep a 
journal. of its proceedings, which shall be a public record. It shall hold at 
least one regular meeting each month and may hold other meetings as pro
vided by its rules. At any meeting of the council a majority of the members 
shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn .from time· to 
time. The council shall provide by ordinance a means by which a minority 
may compel the attendance of absent members. All meetings of the council 
shall be open to the public. 

Section 17. Appointive Officers. At the first meeting of the council 
first elected under this charter the mayor shall nominate and the council ap
point a city clerk, city assessor, a chief of police, fire chief, and a board of 
health consisting of three members, and such other officers and employees as 
may be provided for by ordinance. Such offi,::ers and employees shall serve 



until removed by the council, As removals are ntade ancl vacancies occm• the 
mayor shall nominate and the comicil appoint such officers and emploY.ees as 
lllay be necessary to fill such vacancies. T,he council may, by ordinance, com
bine the duties of any two or more offices and appoint a single officer to per
form such duties. The cotM1cil · shall, by ordinance, presci,ibe the principal du
ties and fl~ the compensation of the city treasurer and of all appointive _offi
cers. All nominations to office in this city shall be made upon the basis of 
merit and fitness alone as determined (except in the case of the board of 
health) by an eJ;tamination conducted under the direction of a committee com
posed of the mayor, one member of tl1e council, chosen by the council, and 
one other person from outside the council, familiar with the duties of the 
position; chosen by these two. 

Section 18. Removal of Appointive Officers. Any appointive officer of 
the city may be removed from office by a 1·esolutio11, passed by a majority vote 
of the council. If such removal occurs after the officer to be removed has 
served the city ·in. his official capacity for six months or more, the resolution 
of removal may be passed by the council only after a public hearing, if the 
officer requests 'the same. 

Section 19. Disqualification for Appointive Office. No member of any 
council elected under this charter may be chosen to any appointive office for 
which a compepsation is paid by the city either during his term of office or 
for-one year after the expiration thereof. 

Section• 20. Ordinartces and Resolutions. Except as otherwise pro
vided in· this charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. Every ordinance 
and resolution shall be presented in writing and read in full at a council meet
ing, and a notice containing the title of the ordinance or resolution and set
ting :forth its general purpose shall be published before a vote is taken thel'e
on, 'rhe reading of a resolution may be dispensed with by unanimous con
sent. All administrative business may be transacted by ordinary motion. 
Upon the final passage of all ordinances and resolutions the ayes and noes 
shall be recorded. A majority vote of all the members of the council shall 
be 1·equired for. the passage of all ordinances and resolutions except as othel'
wise provided in this charter. 

Section 21. Enacting Clause. The enacting clause of all ordinances 
shall be in the words: "The City of Tower Ordains.'' 

Section 22. Filing and Read!ng Oi-diuances. Evel'y ordinance or reso
lution other than an emergency ordmance or resolution shall have two read
ings, and at least five days shall elapse between the first and second readings 
thereof. Every ordinance or resolution authorizing the making of any con
tract involving a liability on the part of the city in excess of :five hundred 
dollars shall remain on :file in the office of the city clerk at least one week 
afte1; . its introduction before its ~nal passage except an emergency ordinance 
or resolution. An emergency ordmance. or resolution is one for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, morals, safety, or welfare, in which 
the emergency is defined and de~lared in a preamble thereto, separately voted 
upon. Such preamble shall receive the affirmative vote of four-fifths of the 
metnbers of the council. No gi:ant of any franchise shall be construed to be 
an eme1·gency ordinance, . An emergency ordinance or resolution may be en
aeted without previous fllmg, and on the same day it is introduced. 

Section. 23.· Signatur~ an~l Publication of OrdiJ]ances. Every ordin
ance except as otherwise provided m this chartel', shall be signed by the mayor, 
or in his absence by the president pro-tern of the councll, attested by the city 
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clerk, published within twenty days after its passage by the council and re
corded by the city cleric in a proper1y indesed ·book kept by him for that 
purpose, Every ordinance not so published and recorded shall be void 

Section 24. When Ordinances and Resolutions Take Effect. · All or
dinances except emergency ordinances .shall take effect upon their passage 
and publication unless a later date is fixed therein in which event they shall 

· take effect at such later date. The council may provide in any ordinance that 
the same shall not go into effect until approved by a majority of those voting 
upon the question of its approval at a regUlar election or at a special election 
called for that purpose in the maimer provided in this charter. such an or
dinance, if so a~proved b:y the voters, shall· go into effect upon the comple
tion of the offimal canvass of the vote thereon by the council. Resolutions 
shall take effect upon their passage. 

Section 25. Revision and Codification of Ordinances, The ordina11ces 
of .the city may from time to time, by a single ordinance, be revised, re-ar
ranged and codified and any new matter may be added which may be deemed 
necessary by the council. Such revision and codification may be published in 
book form and such publication shall be held to a sufficient publication of all 
of the ordinances contained therein. Or such revision may be published by 
:filing the same in typewritten form in the office of the city clerk for public 
inspection and by publishing in the manner prescribed by this Charter a notice 
to the effect that such revision has been made and is on file for public in
spection. When published in book form, every such book shall contain a 
printed certificate of tl_1e mayor and city clerk that the publication is correct; 
and such book so publ1sl1ed shall be received Jn evidence in: any court for the 
purpose of proving the ordinances therein contained the same and fo1• the same 
purpose as the original ordinances, books, minutes, 01· journals, would be 
Teceived. 

Section 26, Administration. The council may, by ordinance, create 
such offices, departments, and boards to advise the council or for the admin
istration of the city's affairs as may seem necessary, and abolish the same, 
and from time to time alter the powers and organization of the same. It 
shall adopt a complete administrative code for the city in the form of an or
dinance which may be amended only by a four-fifths vote of the council. 

CHAPTER IV 
Taxation and Finance 

Section 27. Council to Control Finances. The council shall have full 
authority over the financial affairs of the city, and shall provide for the col
lection of all revenue and other assets, the auditing and settlement of ac
counts, and the safe keeping and disbursement of public moneys. 

Section 28. System of Taxation. Subject to the state constitution, and 
except as forbidden by it or by state law, the council shall have full power 
to provide bY ordinance for a system of local taxation and to change the same 
from time to time. In so far as the city procures a revenue from taxes upon 
real estate and personal property on ai1 ad volorem basis, it shall conform as 
fully as possible to the general laws of the state as to the assessment of such 
property and the collection of such 'taxes. 

Section 29. Fiscal Period. The :fiscal period of the city shall begin on 
the first day of January and end on the last day of December in each year. 

Section 30. Preparation of the Annual Budget, The city clerk shall 
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prepare the estimates for the annual budget and submit the budget to the 
council for approval. The estimates of expenditures shall be a~ranged for 
each department or division of the city in suc.h manne_r as to give the fol
lowing information: (1) Ordinary expenses (for operat10n, maintenance and 
repairs,) subdivided into (a) salaries, showing each salaried office separ
ately; (b) wages; (c) printing, advertising, telephone, ~xpress and ~rei?ht 
charges and other like items; and (d) supplies and repairs, with supportmg 
details; (2) capital outlays (for new construction, new equipment,_ a!ld all 
improvements of a lasting character;) and (3) Fixed charges. All increases 
and decreases as compared with the preceding year shall be clearly shown. 
In parallel columns shall be shown the amounts expended or, obJigated under 
similar· heads for the past two completed fiscal years. The estimates · of rev
enue shall be arrange.d under the following headings: Sums derived froip. (a) 
general property tax, (b) fines, (c) fees, (d) interest, (e) salesJ and 
rentals, (f) . ()peration of public utilities, (g) special assessments, (h) 
sales of bonds or other obligations, and (i) miscellaneous, not included in 
any, other item. In parallel columns shall be shown the actual revenue's and 
uncollected balances receivable under .similar headings for the last two· fiscal 
years. The budget estimates shall also show the funds into which each item 
of receipts will be paid and the funds out of which each item of expendi
ture will be paid. Copies of the budget estimates shall be given to each 
member of the council and to the city treasurer, and they shall be published. 

Section .31. Passage of the Budget. The budget shall be the princi
pal item of business at the first regular meeting of the city council in Sept
ember oJ ea¢h year, and the council shall hold adjourned meetings from 
time to time until all the estimates have been considered. The meetings Shall 
be conducted in the nature of public hearings and the budget shall be ex
plained in detail to members · of the public who may be present, The annual 
budget :finally agreed upon shall be a resolution setting forth in deta;il the 
c·omplete financial project of the city for the ensuing budget year. It shall 
indicate the sums to be raised and from what sources, and the sums to be- spent 
and for what purposes and a reasonable amount, not to exceed ten pei: cent 
of the total amount of the budget, may be included, not alloted to any item 
of expenditure as a contingency fund, which may be used for any lawful 

· purpose upon a four~fifths vote of all the members of the council. The 
total. sum appropriated shall be less than the total estimated revenue by a 
safe margin. The council shall adopt the budget resolution not later than the 
first day .in October of each year1 • 

Section 32. Enforcement of the Buclget. It shall be the duty of the 
mayor, the city clerk, and the city treasurer to enforce strictly the provisions 
of the budget. They shall not approve any contract or any expenditure un- . 
less an appropriation has been made for it in the budget, nor for an expendi
ture mentioned in the budget unless there is a sufficient unexpended J5alance 
left after deducting tl1e total post expenditures and encumbrances against the 
item in question. No expenditure except for salaries previously fixed by i-esolu
ti(m may be made except in pursuance of a signed requisition or cd.ntract. 
Such requisitions and contracts shall be deemed to be encumbrances upon the 
budget items from which they a1·e to be paid to the same extent as though the 
expenditure the1·eof had actually been made. No person shall place any order 
or inake any 1?11:chas_e on behalf of the city except for the purposes and,;to the 
amounts authorized m the budget. Any person who incurs any obligation on 
behalf of the city in violation of this section shall be personally liable to the 
city therefor. · · · 

"J. 

Section 33. Alterations in the Buclget. After the budget shall have 
been. duly adopted, the council shall have no power to increase the amounts 
therein :fixed (by the insertion of new items or otherwise) beyond the estl-
1nated revenue. The sums fixed ill the budget shall be appropriated as of the 
first day of January for the purposes named therein, and no other, The coun
cil may by resolution passed by a four-fifths vote of all its members reduce 
salaries or the sums appropriated for any other purpos:¼. :SQ.lances re:.naining 
in any fund at the end of a fiscal period shall be us2d to reduce the amount 
necessary to be raised for said fund for the ensuing budget year. 

Section 34. Levy and Collection of Taxes. On or before the first day 
of October of each year the council shall by resolution levy the taxes nec~ssary 
to meet the requirements of the budget fol' the ensuing budget p:iriod, taking 
into account estimated revenues from sources other than taxation. The city 
clerk shall transmit to the county auditor annually, not later than the tenth 
of October, a statement of all taxes and assessments levied, and such taxes 
and assessments shall be collected with and the payment thereof enforced in 
like manner as state taxes. No tax shall be invalid by reason o:t any infor
mality in the manner of levying the same. 

Section 35. Boarcl of Equalization, A board of equalization made up 
of the mayor, two members of the council chosen by th:i council, the city 
clerk, and the city assessor shall meet at a place designated by resolution of 
the council on the last Monday in June annually to equalize assessments 
according to law. 

Section 36, Recci1>ts. All income of the city from any source shall 
be paid to the city clerk who shall receipt for it in duplicate and keep the 
original copy of the receipt as a permanent reco1·d. The city clerk shall . de
posit daily with the city treasurer all money received by him in his officiaJ, 
capacity and the city treasurer shall deposit snch money in such depositories 
as may be designated by the council, and then only after such depositories 
shall have furnished a corporate surety ,bond or collateral approved by the 
council in an amount adequate to protect the city. The. treasurer shall not 
deposit any money in any bank in excess of the bond or collateral so furnisl1ed. 

Section 37. Disbut-semcnts. Disbursements other than those made to 
pay the principal or interest on bonds of the city shall be made only upon 
orders signed by the mayor or president pro-tem of the council, in the ab
sence of the mayor, and by the city clerk. Every such order shall specify 
the purpose for which the disbursement is made, and indicate the fund out 
of which it is to be paid. , 

Section 38. Signatures to Contracts. Requisitions and contracts, 
bonds and other instruments to which the city · shall be a party shall be 
signed by the mayor and city clerk on behalf of the city. 

Section 39. Contmcts. In all cases o( work to be done by contract, 
or for the purchase of property of any kind, when the amount involved is 
more than five hundred dollars, unless the council by an emergency ordin~ 
ance shall provide otherwise, the council shall give not less than ten days 
public notice of the time and place of . receiving bids therefor. The council 
may reject any and all bids. No contract requiring the payment of money by 
the city shall be valid unless the particular fund out of which the same is to 
be I)aid is specified in such contract and adequate provisions has been made 
for the payment. The council shall regulate by ordinance the making of 
bids and the letting of contracts. 

Section 40. Funds. There shall be maintained in the city treaslll'f 
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the following funds: (a) A general fund for the payment of such expenses 
of the city as the council may deem proper. Into this fund shall be paid all 
money not herein provided to be paid into any other fund; Cb) a bondt and 
interest fund for the purchase or payment when due of the principal or and 
interest upon any bond or debt of the city, other than public utility bonds. 
The council shall annually levy a tax .sufficient to meet all obligations against 
this fund when due, unless otherwise provided for; Cc) a public utility fund 
into· which shall be paid all money derived from the sale of bonds issued on 
account of any municipally owned utility, all proceeds of any tax levy for tho 
public utility fund, and all :money derived from the sale of utllity services, 
and from the s11Je of any property acquired for or used in connection with 
any such utility, There shall be paid out of this fund the cost of the pur
chase, construction, extension, operation, maintenance and repair of such 
utility, including the principal of and interest upon obligations which have 
been 01· shall be issued on its account. Separate accounts shall be kept for 
all utilities which are operated separately; (d) a permanent improvement 
fund into Which shall l:le paid all moneys received from special assessments 
for local improvements and from the sale of bonds issued in anticipation of 
the collection of special assessments of bonds issued for the city's share of the 
cost of any local improvement. Any other contribution by the city to the 
cost of an improvement shall be transferred from the general fund to this 
fund. There shall be paid out of this fund such amounts as may become due 
on account of the. making of any public improvement in the city the cost of 
which has been specially assessed i~1 whole or in part. 

Section 41, Tax Limitations. General property taxes upon real and 
personal property for the general revenue fund shall never exceed thre-e per 
cent; for the bond and interest fu11d they shall never exceed the amount ne
cessary to p;1,y · interest and principal upon the lawful bonded debt of the 
city; for the public utility fund they shall.. never exceed one per cen:t; no 
taxes shall ever, be levied for the permanent improvement fund, 

Section 42. Accounts and Reports. Th~ city clerk shall be the cWef 
accounting officer of the city. The council may prescribe and enforce proper 
accounting methods, forms, blanks and other devises consistent with the law, 
this charter, and the ordinances passed Under it. The clerk shall submit to 
the council a monthly statement showing the amount of money in the cus
tody of the city treasurer, the status of all funds, the amounts spent or 
chargeable against each of the budget allowances and the balances Iert in 
each, and such other information relative to the finances of the city as the 
council may require. The accounts of all city officers who receive or' have 
custody of public funds shall be audited annually by a competent public ac
countant or by the state comptroller. 

Section 43. Bonded Debt. _ No bonds shall ever be issued to pay cur
rent expenses or to refund certificates of indebtedness issued to provide for 
temporary deficiencies in the revenues for current expenses. 

Section 44. . Bond Limitations. No bonds shall be issued Which would 
cause the bond~d indebtedness of the city to exceed ten per cent of the last 
asse~sed valua~10n of taxable property therein, including money and credits. 
certificates of. mdebt~dness of bonds sha~l not be included in or counted as,a 
part ?f srch bonded mdebtedness . ~1) 1f held in a sinking fund of the city 
or. . (, J 1f issued !0r the _acqmsition, . equipment, purchase, construction, 
maintenance, 1:;.xtens1on, enla1?ement or improvement of any public conveni
ence from which. a revenue is o.r may be derived, owned and operated by 
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the cit:x, or for the acquisition Of property needed in connection therewith, 
or for the construction of public drainage ditches or the -acquisition of lands 
for such drainage ditches or for any public improvement to the extent that 
they .are payable from the proceeds of assessments levied upon property es .. 
pecially benefited by such ditches or improvements 01· (3) if issued for the 
creation or maintenance of a public improvement revolving fund, or (4) fol' 
the purpose of anticipatil1g the collection of general taxes for the year in 
which issued. 

Section 45'. Voters A1>proval of Bond Issues. Except as otherwise 
provided in this charter, no bonds or other term obligations of_ the city may 
be issued except pursuant to a favorable vote of a majority of those voters 
who vote on the proposition of their issuance. The council may by a four
fifths vote of all its members, submit to the electors of the city propositions 
f01• the issuance of bonds for any public purpose not prohibited by law. Cer
tificates of indebtedness or bonds may be issued by ordinance aclopted by a 
four-fifths vote of all the members of the council, without a popular refer
endum for the following purposes: (1) for the creation or maintenance 
of a permanent improvement revolving fund, (2) for the purpose of anti~ 
cipating the collection of general taxes for the year in which issued and (3) 
for the purpose of extending, enlarging, or improving water . and ·lighting ~nd 
heat and power plants, or either, owned and operated by the city, or of acquir
ing property needed in connection therewith, (4) for the purpose of fund
ing floating indetitedness incurred before the adoption of this charter or {5) 
for any municipal purposes or improvements fn respect to which the city 
was authorized to incm· indebtedness or issue certificates of indebtedness or 
bonds at the time of tl1e adoption of this charter. 

Section 46. Mauner of Issuing Bonds. Tb.e procedure for the issu
ance of bonds except as establish~d herein shall be prescribed by ordinance. 
Bonds may, in the discretion of the council be issued undei· the provisions of 
any general or special law applying to cities of the class to which this city 
belongs, ' · · 

Section 47. Form and Repaylnent of Bonds. All bonds issued by the 
city shall be serial bonds, and as nearly as practicable, an equal amount of 
each series shall fall due each year. No bonds shall be issued to run for a 
longer period than the reasonable life of the property or improvement for 
which the bonds are to be issued as ascertained and set forth in .the propo
sition submitted at the election or in· the ordinance authorizing such bonds, 
and in no case shall bonds be issued· to run -for longer than thirty years. The 
purpose for which bonds are to be issued shall be set forth in the proposition 
submitted to the voters at the election or in the ordinance authorizing them, 
and the proceeds from such bonds shall not be diverted to any other purpose. 
No bonds shall be sold unless the sale has been advertised by ten days pub-
11c notice, provided that the council may reject any and all bids and sell the 
bonds at private sale if a better price can be obtained, 

Section 48. Emergency Debt Certificates. If !11 any year the re
ceipts of the city shall from some unforseen cause become insufficient for 
the ordinary expense of the city, or if any calamity or other pub~ic emergency 
should make necessary extraordinary expenditures, the council may. by a 
Tesolution approved by four-fifths of all the members thereof authorize the 
sale of emergency debt certificates to run not to exceed one year, and to 
bear interest at a rate of not more than six per cent :per annum. A tax suffi.-
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cient to redeem all such certificates at maturity shall be levied as a part of 
the budget of the next yea1· following the issuance of such certificates. 1 

CHAPTERV 
Public Improvements 

Section 49. Oity Plan. The city council shall, with such assistance 
as they shall deem necessa1·y, prepare and adopt a complete plan for the fu
ture physical development of the city. Such plan may be altered from time 
to time. It may include provisions for zoning, for the planning and develop
ment of new areas, for the planning and location of public buildings, parks, 
playgrounds, bridges, and other public facilities, and for the laying out, grad
ing and improvement of streets and public places, as well as for all other 
matters which may seem essential to such plan. The council shall have power 
to pass and enforce ordinances to regulate the uses of private property, the 
height to which buildings may be erected, and the portion of the area of a1w 
lot which may be built upon, provided that such power shall be used only for 
the · promotion of public health, safety, morals, welfare, and convenience, 

Section 50.. Public Improvements and Special Assessments. The city 
shall have power. to make any .and every type of public improvement not for
bidden by the laws of this state, and to levy special assessments for all such 
as are of a local character. The amounts assessed to benefited property to 
pay for local improvements may equal the cost of the hnprovements with 
interest until paid ... The co1mcil may, by a four-fifths vote of all its members, 
order that the cost and expense of all or any part of the making of any local 
improvement shall be paid out of the general fund or the public utility fund 
as the case may be, without assessment on the property benefited. 

Section 51. Local Improvements. After this charter takes effect all 
local improvements shall continue for the time being to be made under the 
laws previously applicable thereto as far as possible. The council shall adopt 
a comprehensive ordinance, prescribing the procedure which shall be followed 
thereafter in making all local improvements and making assessments therefor, 
and such ordinance when adopted shail supplant all other provisions of the 
1aw on the same subject and may be amended only by a vote of four-fifths of 
all the members of the council. such ordinance shall provide for such notice 
and hearing in the ordering of improvements and the making of assessments 
therefor as shall be necessary to meet constitutional requirements. All plans 
specifications, maps, charts, and field notes prepared by order of the councii 
shall be the property of the city, 

Section 52. Eminent Domain. Condemnation proceedings by this city 
shall be carried out as provided in Chapter 41, General Statutes 1923, and acts 
amendatory thereof. 

CHAPTER VI 
Franchises 

Section 53, Definition of Franchise. The word "franchise" as used 
in this chapter sh.all. be const~ued ~ 11:clude all privileges granted to any 
person, firm, association or co1por3:t10n m, over, upon, or under any of the 
highways or public places o! the city, whether such privileges have been or 
shall hereafter be granted either PY the city or by the State of Minnesota. 
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Section 54. Fr3:nchise Orclinanees, The council may, by ordinance 
adopted ):)y an affirmative vote of four-:liJths of all its membel's, submit to 
a vote of the people proposals for the granting of a franchise for the· con~ 
struction or operation of any and every type of public utility subject to the 
limitations and conditions prescribed in this charter. If a m~jority of those 
voting on the question approve, the council shall grant the franchise. The 
grantee shall bear the cost of publication of franchise ordinances and of 
the election, and shall deposit sufficient cash to guarantee such cost before 
the ordinance is passed, 

Section 55. Term Limited. The council in granting any franchise 
shall fix the term thereof. No franchise shall be granted for a longer term 
than twenty years. 

Section 56. Acceptance of Franchise, Every ordinance granting any 
franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the franchise. A: fran
chise shall be without any validity whatever until it has been unconditionally 
accepted in all its terms by the grantee and until a written statement of such 
acceptance signed by the proper officers of the grantee shall have been :filed 
with the city clerk. · 

Section 57. Power of Regulation. The city shall have the power 
through its council to enforce the conditions and terms of any franchise 
whether such franchise has been or shall hereafter be granted by the city 
or by the State of Minnesota, 

Section 58. Rates and Charges, Eve);y grantee of a franchise to 
operate a public utility shall give co1uteous, efficient, .and adequate service at 
reasonable rates, A reasonable rate shall be -construed to be one which Will, 
with efficient management, normally yield· above .all opei·ating expenses and 
depreciation, a fair return on all money honestly and efficiently invested in 
the plant and equipment of the grantee. This shall not be construed to be tt 
guarantee of a return. 

Section 59. Conditions. of Franchises. Every franchise shall contain 
the conditions set forth in this sectio11, and every franchise which does not 
contain them and all of them shall be absolutely void and incapable of rati
fication by estoppel or otherwise; Every fr.anchise shall contain a provision: 
(1) That the council shall have the right (a) . to tie@-r and. determine what 
are just, fair and reasonable rates, to order that only reasonable rates be 
charged, and to make effective such order bY penalties and forfeitures. The 
granting of any franchise shall not be deemed to confer any right to in
clude in the charges for service any retm;n on the value of the franchise; 
(b) to requite reasonable extensions of s·ervices; Cc) to make such rules 
and regulations as may be req1\ired to secure adequate and proper service, 
and to provide sufficient accommodations for the public, (2) That no sale, 
assignment or lease of said franchise shall be effective until the vendee, 
assignee, or lessee, shall have filed in the office of the clty clerk, an instru~ 
ment, duly executed, reciting the fact oi' such sale, assignment, or lease, 
accepting the terms of the franchise and agreeing to perform all the con
ditions thereof. (3) That in the ca;e of franchises granted for the erection 
of poles or masts on, over, or along the highways or other public places, or the 
stringing of wires thereon, the council may require the placing underground, 
or in any other safe or convenient position or manner, of wires carrying elec
tricity, and wires for other purposes. (4) That the city shall have free nc~ess 
to all books, records and papers of the grantee which in any. way deal with, 
affect 01· record its operations within the city, (5) That the violation by 
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the grantee of any of the provisions of the franchise shall be sufficient cause 
for the forfeiture of the franchise by resolution of the council. 

Section 60. Further Lilnitations. The enumeration in this charter of 
particular provisions which must be included in every franchise shall not be 
construed to impair the right of the city to insert in such fi·anchise such 
other and further conditions and restrictions as. the council may deem proper 
to protect the city's interests, nor shall anything contained in this charter 
limit . any right or power possessed by the city over existing franchises. 

CHAPTER VII 
Miscellaneous and Transitory Provisions 

Section 61. Charter a Pul,lic Act. This charter shall be a public act 
and need not be pleaded nor proved in any case, It shall take effect thirty 
days from and after its adoption by the voters of the city. 

Section 62. Oath of Office. Every elected or appointed officer of the 
city shall before assuming his official duties, appear before the city clerk 
and take and subscribe the oath of office prescrjbed by law and file the same 
with the city clerk. Every officer of the city shall hold over until his suc
cessor has· been elected or appointed and has duly qualified. He shall de
liver to his successor or to the city, all official books, papers, and records in 
his possession. 

Section 63. Official Bonds. The city clerk and city treasurer shall 
furnish, before assuming the duties of their office, · a good and sufficient 
surety · bond, of a surety company authorized to do business in this state, for 
the faithful performance of their duties in a sum fixed by the council and 
sufficient amply to protect the city. Such official bonds shall be approved 
by the council. The council may require that bonds be furnished by other 
elective and appointive officers. The premium on such bonds shall be paid 
by the city. 

Section 64. Officers Not to Accept Favors. No officer or employee of 
the city shall solicit or receive any pay, commission, money or thing of value 
or derive any benefit, pi;ofit or advantage, directly or indirectly, from or by 
reason of any improvement, alteration or repair required by the city, or any 
contract to which the city shall be a party, except his lawful compensation or 
salary as . such officer or employee, 01· except as his property may be benefited 
in.cidentally by the making of public improvements. No officer or employee 
of the city, except as otherwise provided by law, shall solicit, accept, or re
ceive directly or indirectly from any public utility company or the grantee of 
any franchise any service upon terms more favorable than those granted to 
the public generally. 

Section 65, Forfeiture of Office. Any Willful violation by any elected 
or appointed officer of any of the Provisions of this charter or of the odri
nances lawfully enacted under its authority or of his official oath, and any 
wilful omission to perform any of. the duties imposed upon such officer by this 
charter, the city ordinances, or such official oath shall constitute malfeas
ance or nonfeasance in office. · The district court of st. Louis county is hereby 
given exclusive jurisdiction to try such· cases of malfeasance or nonfeasance 
in a summary 1?anner, upon complaint of any fifty legal voters, and a judg
ment of conviction by such court shall work an immediate forfeiture of office. 
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Such cases shall be preferenced cases and shall be tried within thirty days 
after said complaint is filed. 

Section 66. Official Publication. The council shall designate as an 
official newspaper any newspaper of general circulation In this city. When" 
ever any public notice shall be required either. by this charter or by· any 
ordinance of the city, such notice may be given either by publication once in 
such official newspaper or by posting for ten days in at least three public 
places in said city designated for the purpose l;ly the council, or by both such 
methods. The council may designate which method shall b.e used. in each 
case, or requi1'e that both be used. Unless otherwise provided by the council, 
public notice shall be given by publication in the official newspaper. 

Section 67. Application of General Laws. All general laws of the 
state applicable to cities of the class to which the City of Tower belongs, not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this charter shall apply to the City of 
Tower, and shall be construed as supplementary to the provisions of. this 
charter. All acts and parts of acts giving the city authority and. powers to 
be exercised outside of the corporate limits are hereby expressly retained. 

Section 68. Vacation of Streets. Tl1e Council shall have the exclusive 
power, by ordinance passed by a four-fifths vote of all the members thereof, 
to vacate or discontinue highways, streets, and alleys within the city .. Such 
vacations may be made only after notice and hearing of affected property 
owne1·s and upon such furtl1er terms and by such .procedure as the council 
may, by ordinance, prescribe. A record of each such vacation shall be filed 
in the office of the 1·egister of deeds of St. Louis County. · · 

Section 69. Adverse Possession. No right, title,. estate or easement 
of the city in any propert,y shall be lost by adverse possession or occupancy, 
and no statute of limitations shall operate against the city in favor of any 
person occupying any public property or highway, whether such property or 
highway shall have been improved or not. · 

Section 70, Damage Suits. No action shall be maintained against 
the city on account of any injuries or damages to persons or property unless 
such action shall be commenced within one year froin the occurrence of such 
injm·y or damage, nor unless notice shall have been given in writing to the 
city clerk within thirty days after the occurrence of such injury or damage, 
stating the time when and the specific place where, and the circumstance 
under which the same occurred and that the person injured or damaged will 
claim damages of the city therefor, and the amount of such claim. · 

Section 71. Recovery of Juclgment. If any judgment shalt . be re
covered in any action against the city for any injury or damage caused by 
any obstruction, excavation, opening or defect in any public place, caused or 
occasioned by the act or omission of any pe1·son, firm, association or corpor
ation, the city shall have the 1·ight to recover tb.e amount of such judgment 
from the person or persons responsible for such defect. 

Section 72. Ordinances to Carry out ·charter. The council shall by 
ordinance make such rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry 
out and make effective the provisions of this• charter; 

Section 73, Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordinances not in" 
consistent with the provisions of this charter and in force when this charter 
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takes effect are hereby continued in fult force and effect until amended or 
.repealed by the council. 

Section 74. Pending Oondenutation and Assessments; Any condem
nation or assessment proceedings in progress when this charter takes effect 
shall be completed under the laws under which such proceedings were be
gun. All assessments made by the city prior to the time when this charter 
goes into effect shall be collected, and the lien thereof enforced in the same 
manner as if this charter had not been adopted. 

Section 75, When Officials Take Office: All elective and appointive 
ofli.cers shall take office upon their qualification. All officers in office when 
this cliarte1: takes effect shall remain in ofli.ce until twelve o'clock noon on the 
second Saturday following the first Tuesday in February, 1929, and no longer, 
and the officers first elected under this charter shall within, ten days after 
tbeir election take an oath of office before the city recorder and shall take 
office at that time. At the first election under this charter a mayor shall be 
elected for a two year term; two aldermen shall be elected for a one year 
term; and two aldermen shall be elected for a two year term; a treasurer 
for a two year term; and two justices of the peace or a municipal judge as 
may be provided by law. At the second election and annually thereafter 
the voters shall elect two aldermen and a treasurer for a two year term, 
and such justices of the :peace for a two year term, or a municipal judge 
as may .be m·ovided by law. Biennially, a mayor shall be elected fo1· a two 
year term. 

· Section 76. Rights and Liabilities, The City of Tower shall remain 
vested with and continue to have, hold and enjoy all property, property rights, 
rights of action, and rights of every kind now belonging to or pertaining to the 
city, and sl:lall be subject to all liabilities which now exist against said city. 

CERTIFICATE OF COMMISSION 

State of Minnesota, 001.tnty of St. Lonis-ss. 
Whereas, the Hon. Judges Ma1·tin Hughes, Bert Fesler, Edward Free

ma:n, c. R. Magney, H. J. Grannis and E. J. Kenny, judges of the District 
court in and for the Eleventh Judicial District of Minnesota, did on the 
fourth day of January, 1928, duly make and file their order under and. pursu
ant to Article IV, Section 36, of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota 
and laws enacted pursuant thereto, appointing a board of freeholders to 
frame and submit a charter for the City of Tower, St. Louis County, Minne
sota, for its own government as a city; 

· And Whereas, said Board of Freeholders did on the 25th day of Feb
ruary, 1928, qualify in the manner required by law; 

And Wheteas, said Board of ]'reeholders in obedience to said order, 
did thereafter duly prepare and frame· a proposed charter for the said City 
of Tower, of which the foregoing document composed of seventy-six sections, 
numbered from one to seventy-six, inclusive, is a draft; 

Now, Therefore, We, th,e Undersigned members of said Board of Free
holders, under and pursuant to the power conferred upon us as aforesaid, 
and acting in accordance with the statutes il1 such cases made and provided, 
do hereby affix out· signatures to said draft in testimony of our approval 
tnei·eof, and do deliver the same to the Hon. Herman T. Olson, Mayor of the 
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city of Tower for submission to the vote1·s in tl:le manner prescdbed by law; 
Dated at Tower, Minnesota, this 19tl:l day of May, 1928 . 

ANTON STEFANICH, JR., Chairman. 
HERMAN T. OLSON, Secretary, 
JOHN A. OBERG. 
G. 0, CARLSON. 
CARL ARVID ANDERSON 
LUCIEN MERRITT HELM. 
ALBERT. WEINZIERL. 
CARL HOWE. 
JOHN A. REDEEN. 
PETER E. MORIN. 
GUNDER PETERSON. 
F. C; BURGESS. 
W, A. ARONSON. 
J. B. PEARSON, . 
MARTIN GUNDERSON. 

-----0'------
State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis, City of Tower-ss. . . . 

I, Herman T. Olson, Mayor of the City of Tower'. County of St. Loms, 
State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing proposed charter 
was on the 19th day of May, 1928, delivered to me as Mayor of the City of 
Tower by the Charter Commission duly appointed _as provided by Jaw, to be 
submitted to the qualified voters of the city according to law. 

Witness my hand this 24th day of July, 1928. 
· HERMAN T. Ot.SON, 

Mayor, City of Tower. 
(Corporate Seal, City of Tower.) 

State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis, City of 'lower-ss, C t f st' 
I John A Redeen Recorder of the City· of Tower, oun Y o · ' · ' · · · · :r i p oposed Louis State of Milmesota, do hereby certify that the orego ng r f .. d 

chart~r was on the 18th day of June, 1928, submitted to the. voters ~
44

s;~r 
city for adoption, and that the same was duly adopted b~ a vote of 
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and 18 against as shown by the certificate of the Canvassmg Board O P g 
545 of the minute book of said city, ' 

Witness my hand this 24th day of July, }~~N A. REDEEN, 
Recorder, City of Tower. 

(Corporate Seal, City of Tower.) 


