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'ditmtm.A.f'., unde:r and pursuant to the prov is ions of Chapter 166 11 Laws of 

193lp the Conservc.tion Com,'iission is ohe.rged vdth the duty of' formulating and 

direoting the :polioies. of' the De:partment of Conservat;ion ~~, and 

VnIERBAS, the said Commission is authorized to employ a Conservation Corµ

missioner for a term of six years, removable at any time by the Commission 

tor oau.se, said Conservation Commissioner to be a -pars on having executive 

ability and e:x_:perienoe and special training and skill in consorvution work, 

a11d 

·k;HEREAS, the said Conse:rvati0n Commissioner, when so employed, is the 

administrative nead of the Department of Conservation and is responsib1e to 

the Commission for the e:x:eoution of its policies, and 

\1IiERY::AS, the Conservntinn Commission on the 21st d.ay ot A1.tgust, 1931, 

empJ.oyed one, 1.1. T. Cox, as such Conservation Commissioner, for the term of 

six years from and after August 20th, 1931, and 

\"JHEREAS, at thtl time of the adoption of said resolution thiB Commission 

sincerely believed. that the said it. ~., Cox was a :person nhaving executive 

ability and e:xI)erienoe arid s:peoial training and skill in conservation workn ~ 

and 
\1HEHZAS, acting on suoh belief the said. Commies 1,1n$ a-fter the employ

ment of the sr id. \v" T. Cox, proceeded. Vi"ith its duties of fo:rmulo.ting and 

directing the policies of suoh Department of Conservu:tion and expected the 

zaid W. T. Cox to evidence that executive ability which his long experienoe 

in publio servioe might reasonably have 0nabled him to develo:pt and 

VJBEJ:mAS ., the said w., T. Oo:1c has continually s inee his employment, 

shown almost a oomplete lao.r,:. of executive a.bility, which the law o ontem:plated 

he shouil.d have and whioh the Commission expected him to ha.vei and as evidenoo 

thereof the Commission recites the following examples of his work, consisting/ 

of o. long and systematio course of etudied oontenpt for and indifference to f 
C\) 

the Conserv: tion domm±ssion, ~i;t, its policies, vh: V) 
1. 

That Mr. Co:x: was emp1oyed on August 21st, 1931; his first renort of his 
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activitilJJs Via~. made to the Commission, orally, i..t itB meeting of Sf)ptember 
9th, 1931. That the 1.aid \·1. Ta Oox, notvJi thctanding the most persir:tent 
and. continuous efforts, on ·the pa:rttof the Commission, for a :period of e.lmost 
nine months, to got him to make reports of h:Ls activities in v.riting,.con
tinuously neglected. to do so with the one e:xoe:ption when on July 1/4:th~ he 
re:porJtied as set :forth. in letter, mi.1.rked E:x:hibi t n J,.,", and mad.a a part hereof .. 
That during the months of Augu.Eit, September,October, November, December in 
the year L-31, Jan:uary, February, March, ~tpril and 11fay, in the year 1932s 
the said Wa Ta Cox, although repeatedly reque;~ ted by the Commission to make 
hia retiorts on his activities in writing, refu[·ed or negleated to do sop 
exae'Pt :for occasi:n1al letter wx•iting to individual members of the Commission. 

'.rhat upon his employment he was requested and instr.rnted by the Com
missiJ>n and by Mrs.. Jean W. Wittioh, the Bud.;et Commissioner, to arrange 
with Mr. Stafford King, the State Auditor, for the transfer of the Di,vision 
of Lnnds s.nd Minerals, and the said W. T. Oox thereafter, e;I; ea,:h monthly 
meeting of the Commission, orally :reported to tho Commission t.hat satisfactory 
arrangements for the transfer of these activities to the Department of Con
servation were being made, and that they would be completed by December l, 
1<331, a.nd that ap-pointment of the Director of Lands and Minerals v✓ 0uld be 
made by him on or about Deoember 15th, 1931. That Mr.Cox lead the Commission 
to believe trua,t the delay in the transfer of the activities of the Lands 
and Minerals "Division was caused solely and wholly by reason of smme minor 
difficulties regarding the allocation of funds and l)ersqnnel. 

That altho at the November 7th, 1931 1 mee·iiing of the Commissinn Mro Cox 
was di:reoted to oonduct an investigation of the 1,)0.t'sonnel of the severr~l 
Divisions, i'o:r the :purpose of determining whether or not the :present :personnel 
measured up to the etanda.rda desired by the Commission~ no report ther·eon 
has ever been ma e by Mr. OoJc to the Commission, orally or othe:r.•wise e 

That although on Uovember 27th, 1931, I~Ir. Oo,c was directed to secure 
all available data with :reforenoe to the Ba.bbro-:Sald. Eagle }?rOj eot and the 
Minnesota Power & Light Cow~any, together with all records or oo~ies thereof 
available :pertaining to suoh projeat, and report h ts :findings to the Com
mission, no such re-uort, or any recommendation has ever been mar~e by Mr .. Co:x. 

5. 

That although the Commission su:p:1,ooed, during the months of' Augr.1.ot 
September, October, November, Deoember, and Janue,ry that Lr. Cox v,as getting 
his nbearings.", in the De:po.rtment o:f Conservati:n1, and for that reu,son was 
:partia.lly unable to submit a:ny Conservation :program during theBe month~~ 
.Mr. Cox, du.ring all these months failed totally to submit any pro)?osi t wn 
or :problem of any kind to the Commiss i n f'or its oonsideration or ap:prova1o 
That as a. matter of fact Mra Cox has never submitted anything except matters 
of :minor imnox-ta.noe, with exception of legislative bills, to the Commission 
at any :meeting of the Commissi ,n since his empl:;yment. That as a. matter of 
fact he has never recommended. or suggested a :policy :for the Commission to 
adopt, although he was, as far as the Gommissi,,n v,as aware, 11 a :persnn having 
e:ii:ecutive ability and experience and special training and skill in conE:;er
vation work". 

That at no time sinoe his employment has Mr. Cox, with possibly one or 
two e:xoepti;:ms, v.'ith ref, rcnce to the Budget, advised or suggested a meeting 

2 •. 



of the Commission and has repeatedly told indivHl.ual memb1.:)rr:, of the Gom
mis£:ion and others that evE:!rything v:as :_progressin,1 ~:atiL,fc.ctorily and th&.t 
meeting£ of the Commission were not necesuary4 

7o : ,, 

That the oaid \lo· TQ Cox attempted to establish a oen,sor on the nevvs 
of the activities of the Commission meetin~1s and for a time the Commissit>n 
-permitted Mr. iox to relea~:e the news o.f the Commission meetings until it 
beoams awe.rant that r.1r. Cox was not reloasing news of the Commission 
aotiviti8S fully and fairlyo 

That the only time he submitt(,a any :progrmn fo:r.~ action by the Com
mission was at the April, 1~32, and May, 1932, meetings of the Commission; 
that his program for action b,v the Commissi,m f'or the April meeting oon ... 
Bisted of notes set forth onpa:per, a copy of which is attached. hereto, 
marked E:thibit "B" and made a :pe,rt hereof, and that his :program f'or action 
by the Commission for the May meeting Gonsisted of tho matters set forth 
on pa:pe:r:, attached hereto, marked Exhibit '10 11 , and made a part he1•eof. Tha~ 
at the Ap:ril meeting Mr. Cox had a copy ot hisprogram for en.oh member of tha 
Commission but at the May meeting his :program v,as made on some sc1•a:p of' 
pa:pei!, of which no oopi es were made :for• the differnnt member,9 of the Com
mission.. That these programs were submitted to the Commission when they got 
to the meeting although Mr .. Co;x: ha,d been repeatedly requested to advic:e the 
Oommissi)n several days before the met0ting o:f any matters that he had in 
mind th~t the Commission should aot on sn that they would be able to give 
studied thought to the action that they '6l.l.Q~ld take when the Commission meto 

That as further evidence of his lack of executive ability the Commission 
reoi te,s that on the request of tho Commission for eJmminationof the 13u.dget 
o:f' the Division of Game find Fish, Mr., Cox submitted a BUJIU'nary of the Bud.get 
as set f'.orl11 on :pa:pe:r marked E;,chibit nnn, attached hereto and made a :part 
hereof and :reported to the Oommission that it was impracioa.l to send copies 
o:r the entire Budget to the Commission as it vrnuld take too long to sectu•e 
copies. That he presented suc,.i figu.raa on Exhibit unn to the Oomm:lssion 
witho,1t any further e:x:plana.tion or approval and s1gi1ed a letter of trans ... 
mi ttanoe only after the urgent ;request of the Commission. That notwithst ana.
i:ng the fact that llf.-;r. Cox reported it vms impractical to send aopiee of the 
Bu.dge~ of the Divisio:us to the members of the Commissi:.:m, he did submit the 
semi-an: ual buclgets of tho Divis ions to the Oommiss ion in June, 1932 • and 
thereafter did submit to the Commission ·the µreposed biennial budgets of the 
Department of Co:nserv. tL::,n in the fall of 1932. That ho, howevor, has failed 
and neglected to submit to the Conuniss ion the semi--annmil bud.get to the 
Oommiss ion i'or the period beginning Januci,:cy 1, 1933, and the OomtnLAsion 
has never reco iV('d same or approved themo 

10,, 

, That Mr, Cox has repeatedly, falBely, and \Jithout any oause whatsoever, 
accus.ed Mrs. Wittich, the Bu.dget Commissioner, 'till.ith having ob~tinately refused 
the r'el'ea.se o-f .":loneys for consergation pur:9oses._ That when thi$ accusation 
was oall.ed. to his. attention in the :pre0enoe of M.r1;. :.dttioh, and in the :pre
senoe of th.o Commission he denied the accusation, notv1ithstanding the fact 
that he had repe&i.a@.ly made the charge to the Commission individually and 
collectively. 

J.1 .. 

3o 
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'rru1.t for approximately one year he rfrpcated.lJr ignored the rea~on-
able reques Ls of the DeptLttment of Administr,ttion b..nd 1?J.z1anoe .and. in T,l&rti
culgr 11rea \iittiohp the Budget GommisEioner and Director of Personn0lc, 

12,, 

That he a.as ~o. reJ)eatedly ignored fiUGh :requests that the Commission 
vm~ le-e,d to believtJJ that he aou.ld not understand. the tiriMJen ana. oral 
requests of the Department of Administration and Finance~ on theone hand,~ 
or had not sufficient ability to grasp their significance and oomply 
intelligently with them on the other hand, whioh requestB are inline 
with the procedure set up by the Department of Administration and Finanoe1; 
-:for all the other state departments,, ·· 

13. 

Thc1.t his failure to co~1rply with the :requests o;f the :Department of 
Administration and Finance has delayed activities in the Department o;f 
Oonserva.tir.>n in suah a \.ay that the :public wa~, lead to believe, by !:h .... 
Cox's statements and attitude, that such delays were due to an un
war:r:anted and :1.nrea.fio1w.ble attitude on the part of the Department 
of Admin :tstration and Fine.noe and. in :particular Mrfh Hi ttioh, the Budget 
Commissioner· and Director of Personnel, whenin truth and in fact suoh 
delays were at.used by Mre Cox in refusing or neglee•bing, or being incapabt1,e 
to comply with their reque~ts. 

14. 

That ever s :inoe the employment of JJir. Cox the Conservation CommiEsi0n? 
and all the memberS- thereof, have re-peated.ly and repeatedly re-qu ected him 
to make a complete and thorough examinati,m of the Game \fo..rdens of the Stata, 
elimim1,ting those whioh were i 1!competent or :not suitable and:proJ;Jer x,e:pre
aentatives of the State or the Department of Conservation, but that until 
the month of A:pril, 1932,. the said Mr. Cox ma.tie :practically no change what
soever in the Game Warden situation. 

i5Q 

That on A]ril 16th, 1932, Mr. Cox announced to the public tha.t 
seven Game Hardens had been dismissed. That the Commission had on Ootober 
14th, established a Merit-Non-toli~ioal system by the adoption of a Reso
lution, pre:p1 :red by Mr. Cox himself, at the request and su.,:gestion of the 
Oonservu.tion Commissi:n1. which :provided, among other things, as follows: 
"Wardens will be suspended o:r diomiaced only for cause or ine:f'fioienoy 
or neglect of duty. The oam;;e must be stated at the time of suspension or 
dismissal .. !m1i days will be given employees to re:ply to charges. Appeals 
from deciaiions. of the :Oireetor may be made to the Oommissi'mer fir' st and 
then to the Oornmission, if desired. The1)e shall be a merit borird con-
sisting of the Commissioner of Conaervutlan, Director of Game and Fish ar.d 
these men are to eleat a third. This Board shall hold e:icamina.tinns fl.nd 
exo.mine apJ;>lioants and oertif'y to the Commissi·mer the lit,t of eligibles. 
The Director shall choose from the three applicants rating highest in eaoh 
diutrict. n That notwi th~tanding that M.r. Cox annou.nced to the :public on 
April l:Gth, that he had dismizsed. seven Game ~lardens. At the May meetin,~: 
of' the Commission he :reported to the Commlsshin that the seven Game ·;1ardens 
whioh he announced had been dismissed were not in :fact dismirsed for the 
reo.son he had not ;followod the :proJJer proeedure. 

16. 

That on the 6th day of July, 1932, Mr. Cox anno.moed the d.t"imissal 
4o 
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ot thirteen Gll,me 'vh:~1:-dens 1 aG he G~id 11 :t'o:r the ~T;od of the:; LOl?Vice"; that 
after LU.Oh a1u1ounoer.1c,nt 11;.;: L:ta ~<:;rt i.u thr. cub lie i're1:;::::. th.ti. t nhi?tie t,h<:;;.;e 
dii::au:tt:sed.men had fa righ·t to appeo.l to tho Corru:aiDsi·m thore wab :.cet\lly 
rio 1ralue in their doing so as 1,i.1'9 Co:ic, ·the Gommii.H:~io110r, and Mro Stewaz•t 
the Director of the Division of Ga.rue and Fish. would be present at the P 

hes.ring. Thia &.nrwunoemen:t in the Eu.blic .Press tended to create the im
pression in the -pt1.blio mirid -'Ghat Mrp Cox's word. v:ao finul in Sb.id mattero

11 
notvlithst::.mding the :re,ot that 11r11 Cox himself prapr.red the Hesolution 
eeita.blishi11g the so-nulled r,1e:r;•it-1fon-J:lolitioo.l system for em:ployment and 
d.:lsohFJ.:rge of GE..n1e Vle.rdens. and :i;mov1dir.ig f'or an ~? pEHci.l to the Oommiss:linn, 
wa1:.: :Pl"S[1ent \;hen it i~•as adopted and :participated in the disoussim:1 priol"' 
to its adoption and recommended its acl.opti.Jn.. That notwitht,tanding the 
i'aat that fi merit oys·tem tor the em"9loyment, disciplii:e and dis charge 
of Game \m.rdens has been adopted as a 1~olioy by thir; Comi·dzsi'W 9 providing 
among other thint~s :for an azipeal to the CommissiJn :from the deois ion of 
the Co:nservt;.tion Commission, in two oa:;:.es of a;ppeal::,, to the Commission by 
Game \.Jardens who hact been dismissed Mro Cox fe,iled to ·transmit a record 
of the test1.moni taken in one hppeal and f(!iled and retu.fuod to trt:mE.Jmit 
exhibits r~ierr-ed to in the tol.:}timony 1n the other appe,a.l~ That c;uah 
aoti::m on the :pa,rt of' Mr. Co:x: :prevented the Gommiasi;)n fl"ompassing on 
the appeals of' the two Game Wu.rdensQ That sain Wardens hf.l.d been dismissed 
and had appealed to the Commiss:t in to I'eviev. their oHsec but suah review 
oould not be had by reason of the a,Jthmof Mr. Co:x: afoJ?esaid. 

17 .. 

That notwithstanding the tact that the Commiosion direot0d. l'if:r.•o Cox 
to make a careful survey of' the pos;,1ibilitieo of the \ihite-.;ate:r. Area 
a.t its Febru.acy meeting and. re :ort to the Commiss:1 i11 on the deeira.bility 
and feasibility of' acquirtag lar1e therein for publio Game Refu.ge0 a.nu 
Public Shooting and Fishing Groundo, r-:.nd other ConsorvfitLrn activities 11 
he hao never ro"yorted thereon, inwritinr.;, e:iwept on one oocrn .. ::ii,;n with 
refe:r0nce to the Bud,iet therefo~ and then only after ~rgent, im.11:: tance 
by members of the Oommissi in. That not;11th::.~tanding the fact that ·the Oom
tnission nt its April meeting adopted resoluti:mo directing him to :provide 
in the annual Budgets of the Division of Game nnd Fish for an aJ.+otment 
of $.25,OOO.OO fo;r further aoquis1t1on o:t lands in s ia. area and ~:sooo.oo 
'for the examination a11d improvement therc}o:f I he entirelyigno1•ed. au.ch 
Res(>'.'.l1'.Lt1J'.n:;,,_ ir.t the Budget of' tho Divieion of Game and li1iah, submi tte& to 

.. th, Secreti;..ry gt the Comrnistiion on June 3rd, 1932, and :provided for the 
s'ani~ 9nl;.r a:fte;r his attention wu.s Yehemently CHilled to his omis~ iun~ 

18. 

f]he Oommission has pepeated.ly urged 11r .. Oox to employ an o,s;;ii:.to.nt 
who hai:; exeeu•tive ability; that a.t the July 1'.)32, meeting the Cotntnh:sion 
approved the aJ.)poi:ntment by M.r. Co::-t: o:t en assi&to.nt to a.id him but he has 
tailed to make an a1,rpoi:ntment. 

That •Jn Lie.rah 22nd, Mr. Cox \,;£u., req11eu tea. to 1Jreo&nt a wrl tton re no:rt 
of all hie o oni'erences had with Mr. Stafford King, :celating to tm Divis ion 
of Lfmds and 1·,line:r:;e.ls to, ether with hie rooommenrln.t i ms, in onnneoti on 
therewith; that therea,:rter an on larch 26th. r, Gojc ];)re~ented a writtE.n.1 
report l,_~t wt"'G.hout S.llif Tfrnommendat iO~,!!• 

20. 

That in the filll of 19~-51, Mro Cox was informed by the Commission that 
in the spring of 1932• the Commission wished to me.lee an extensive tour of' 
southweste11n Minne::;ota for the purpo d} of ascert . ..ining the need.a of that 
seoti m of tho State and getting the viewJ;)oint of the men and \',\.,men 

~·- '"'.-.., ,rt , " wvfttic, ttttrt r tnP t t ail ; . tt:w·z .. - ~ - . · · · ·· · · 5~ · · .· 
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int0ret{t011 in the Conci::rn:..tio.i:: problerns thcr(:dn., i1hat in the t>pi'i11g 
of 1932, tho Commission r.t~,kod Mr!> CoJc to prepare un i tinero.:t'Y for the 
Commissi•m and other~ and ,;cas informed thHt a delegation from I1ew lJlm 
and 1fo rton wi~;hed. to Gt.>n:fer with the Commissi,;n and hQ.ve o. lunoheon or 
banquet o.t v;hioh the pu.blio r:1ight ~d;tend for the purpou; of' hearing 
some o:f the ConseI•vatirnproblems, on the one handp 01· pr€H .. ;ont1ng to the 
Oommissi n programs or :requests on the o'!ihc ro That l'i.I•o Cox wafc. requested 
to prepare an extensive itiner0.ry so th~a:.t ·that Leoti m could be covered 
in the ma.in by the Comm:Lsoi0n.. Instead of doing a0 requ.e8ted. bJ the 
Commission he· p:reparecl a two-day schedule v;ith a vh;it to the Go.me Farm 
and Tracy and ~iwrthington 11 entirely omitting Nev: Ulm and 1florton, whose 
people. had requested me etiugc ther·o. and othe1: tmportrint commurii ties and 
gFwe his excm::.io thF:t ~ v1at{ 1tt~t• 

21c, 

'.Dhat a hearing was held r~t ..uaudette, :tUn:ne~~ t, .. , on com.,1lal11t of 
oe:rtr:,inpg;per oom.!)anifU:Jp with reff:renoe to all<}ged n0gleot of the Fore:;.,t 
Service in connection with lf'orest Fires of Beptember 11, 1931; that sinc:e 
the meeting of the Commission in the :forepart of' Me.y, !\T:t>P. Co:ic wa.s aware 
tha:~ such hearing was to be held and. that it was to be a tv:o-a.a.y bz aring 
and ite im-po:rtance to the men o:r the F<h est Service. to the P~J;)ar Companies 
and to the .farmer.a and. settle rs of the f'ireswept area W$.t, stressed. and 
i.m:Phasizea by the members of the Commissi1 .. n tt.pon each other and upon 11r, 
C0':8::; that the hearing commenoed Tuesday morning, May 31Dt, that Mro Cox 
y;as present during s,11 that day but took no :part in the procedure or in 
the examina,tion of any of the witnesses; that on Wednes<lay rnornJ.rtg the only 
part he took wa.o the asking of -me questiQn, of minor im:portanoe, of one 
witness and shortly before recess for lunoheon Mr~ Cox onnounce,1 to the 
Chairman and Searetary of the Commissinn 11 who were oondu(}ting the h:; P.rin,s0 
that he was ntoo busyn to continue to be 1'>resimt during the rems.index- of 
the hearing, thm.t he had to be at Or.:.iokt ton, onthe night of June 1st p i:,l10re 
a State Con :ent1-:.1n of the Io W.L.Ao wa.E being held; that when pressed :for n:tp,, 
explanation as to why he should de~i.:re to abtiant himself from such an im- · 
portant h arin~ ac was then being co11duoted in .ue;u.dette, the onlyexpl-!1-nat:i }n 
he made was tnnt he had to r..ee some people :,t Crookston that evrJningl!I 

That on June 3rd.t 1932, when the reotorutl:mof Thief Lake was being 
celebrated lb.ha the presence of the Commissi-:n:1, Llr,iCox ana. M:r. Stewart ~vas 
l"et1uested, 1',iir. Cox abf1ented himself on the plea thn.t he ',;as 1't oobusy 11 and 
told some m1m1bors o:f the Oomruissinn that he hatt looked ovf:r the:proJeat the 
day bef'o:re, whioh was \/ed:nesday afternoon, June 1st, during the time wr:en 
the hearing on·the Forest Service was being (Hl1n<lucted by the 01:.e.irman a.ni 
Seo:reta1y o:f the Commission at Baudette, !Unnr.H.,oto,, Thatalthough frec1uently 
importuned to explain to the Commission how his time is spent and what 
his confe:renoes consi::-:,t of that proE'l;)tB hi11 to say he is 11 t'.Jo busy"~ to at
tend meetings as set forth, he hatl .nev~;r explained nor {;,,ttem:pted to explain 
his ao.,;ivit.ies; that he w· .. s asked to '.keep a diary tor u month 'itlf his calle..r:is 
and aonferences so that he might make a a .. tRiled revort of his acttvitit~f:. 
to the Oommiss1,,n for onenmonth in order tho.t the Oommissi·:rn might under
stand his olaim of oeing too busy" e.nrl. help him but he has fH iled to ao .so. 
Thst his only explanati,;n1s tha.t the Co,,1micsion doesn't understand how busy 
he fo, ,mt when asked to go into dett-).11 he n,::g~ecti::: or refuses to do so. 

T4iat at m9 tdl.qi.e simee J1ugu.ut 21, 1931 P ha0 !ii.r., Co:,t: made any suggesti ·,ns 
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of any major im,ortance !or the improvement of th~ Department of Conserv~tion 
except such as has privately been made to him by some member of the Commission or 
others~ That he hns a temperament which rebels against working in cooperati0n 
with the commission and while on many occasi n s he has made some obse:r va.tions 
on Game and Fish he has almost totally failed to understand h·s place and duties 
as the .administ~ative head of the Department of Conservation, consisting not only 
of the Dhisi)n of Game and Fish bu'o also of other imryo:i:tant Divisi•1ns of Lands 
and Minerals, Forests and Drainage end ~aterso 

24 ..... 

That on the 17th day of July, 19329 the said Wo To Eox announced to the public, 
through the Press, that in an order by hirn roade, 11 no appointments could be llltJlde or 
employees dismissed in the Divisi ns of Forestry and Game and Fish without his approval"o 
That Chapter 186, Laws of 19311 specifically provides that emoloyees in these Divisions 
cannot be employed except up~n approval of the Conservation Commissioner. That Mr. Co~ 
inmaking the announcement heretofore stated did so for the purpose of creating i;n 'the 
minds of the public the impressi-·;n that as Conservation Commhsioner he was making iliJ,,,, 
po-rtant changes for tho betterment of the service ~nd Department nhen in truth and in 
fact Mr. Cox had taken no El-Ction in the way of limiting thEl powers Ol1 the Directors to 
employ and discba ge pel"1Sons in their Di visions., aa announced on July 17th; that it 
was well known to the Commission, to Mr. Cox and the Direotors1 that the 1)irectors could 
employ and discharge persons only Qn tpproval of Mr. Oo.;ic:; that the only purpose of such 
a.n announcement in the press was to give further unwarranted. uncalled for and colored 
publicity to Mr. cox when he had in £a.ct done nothing" That although advised of nearly 
all of' the~e criticisms publicl.1 and directly in July 19321 he has made no chan.ge in 
the administr~tion of' his office or in his attempted coop,era.ti<:>n with this 00;1!!lission_, 
That since the July 1932 meeting of the Oonmission Mr. Cox has submitted nothing of 
consequence to the Co$lllssion for their advice or counsel or approval a.t the various 
me. tings of the Commission, e~cept a program on Forestry which was prepared by the 
Division of 'lroreatry and a :program on nrainage and waters which was prepa.r.ed by the 
Division of Drainage and waters and his :Biennial Report to the Commission on January 
14th·, 1933cr 

That Mr,, cox has left the state 0£ Minnesota. and made t?-ips to Waohingtou autl 
elsewhere without the consent of the Commission and without advising the Commission 
of the purpose thereof so that the Commission might advise him of the policy and 
attitude of the Commission on the problems with >1hioh he may be concerned on the 
various trips,,, 

That he bas instructed employees of the Department o:f Conservation to give M:ro 
Cox all the publicity in connection with departmental activities and to disregard the 
Conservation Oommi ssi.:,n as a body entirely~ 

That on Decemper 31, 1932, Mr. Cox falsely accused the Director of the Division 
of Game and Fish of holding up the completion of a land purchase in the Whitewater 
project when as a rir1tter of' fact it was his own fault in neglecting to present the 
proposed purchase to the F..xecutive Council for action. 
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That although requested at the April 1932 meeting of the Commission to S\lbmit an 
eight year program for the Division of Game and fish he has failed and neglected to do 
SOo 
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That Mr,, Cox ha.s advocated ihe ourche,sl;) of ce:rto.inla.ndo in AnolQa U.nd {fuiaago 
Countie$ for Fublio Shooting Grounds and C...ame Refuges since the spring of 1932; in 
public and directly to the Commtesioni that he was ~equested in the early summer of 
1932, by the Commission, to procure en impartial e.ppraist~ment of the lands, a. state
ment :from the County Boards of' ea.ch County showing their willingness to h~we the 
l~nd.e removed froT. the tax rates of the Counties and to submit in ~riting a plan 
and program for the development of ouch 10.nds for Public Shooting Grounds and Game 
Refuges with a statement eihcr.'l ing the estimated annual cost of w..a.inte.ining the same,::, 
That although Mr. cox was requested to furnish this informati,Jn, he failed to furnish 
the Commission with this information but continued to advocate in public th~ purchc..iee 
of these certain lands und finally the Oomrniasion, as a. las;t resort set Januar,y l~, 1933~ 
for a. he;:.ring on the matter and directed M:r. Cox to notify the County Bourds to appa.<lr 
alld be heard; that on January '.}Sth, 1933t when the matter came un :for hearing before the 
Oommi ssion and the Cnoka County :l3oerd was -present, Mr. Cox, who had pu blicl;r a.avocated 
the purchase of such land for about one year was absent and tbe Commission '17as advised he 
waa in Washington 1 though the 00mmiaaion has never had a r epo:rt from him explaining hi2 
abaenceo . 

And \'laEREAS, at the time of employment of M:r .. cox this Commission since:rGly believed 

that he has "special training and skill in Cc,n$erva.tion rJorkn • and is unaware of any

thing that Mr. cox has done to improve the Forest i:service of the state, normthstandifig 

the fact that his chief special training has been almost entirely in Forestl:'y 9 and 

WHii!RlilAS, he has done nothing of any cons0quenca in matters pertaining to ni·ainage 

and watera, and 

\'IH~As, in view of the extensive tax delinquency in the state of M1nnesotc. millions 

of acres of land tfill bo coming back into the possesf;Jfon of the state and the fornn:!..l£ition 

gf e.. prog:ram and policy wUh reference to the utilization of said land is imperative and. 

necessar.v and is one 0£ the moat, if not the most, important problems confronting this 

Commission, and 

1'/lt:iilREAS:, the Conservatio:; Commission-, in viet:r of the :fore~oing, sincerely believe 

that the said W. T. Cox is unable to aid the Conservation o0mmission inthe formulating of 

any such program or pilicy and further believe that when a sound land use ":':rogram and 

policy is formulated by the said Oonservati,m C0ntdssion the said w .. 1'£1., Cox will lack the 

executive ability to execute them, and 

WHEf:BAS, the T0urist Business of the State of Minnesota ha.s become one of the impor

tant large businesses in the State, that Mr§ Cox has shown continued apatlly and indiffer

ence toward the proper development and regulation of this business, and 

m!F.REAS, the foregoing are examples of his continued and studied effort to ignore 

and Commission and its policies and refusal to aid it in the for!l1tll&tion of policies and 

i.n the execution thered>f this Oomni ssion now churgfs the said W. T. Cox with a lack of 

........... 
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e~eoutitre ability- and understanding of the p•!>siti~n of ('lo:n:uissicner of Conserv~ti n 

to such an extent tna.t there i!;'l strl'fioi~nt cause for 11is removal as Commissi .::nei- of 

Conserv0,tion, and 

WitIDREASt the Commisei0n ha during all the months pastp:PJ,instakingly avoided 

adopting h.ard and fa.st :f'ules l:ind regnLtions for the conduct of such Department in 

orde!' to gtve tho so.id fl., T. Cox a.a free a hand as possible in the administrati ~'ll of 

said department1 but notwithstanding such tact the said w. T~ Cox has demonstrated such 

a complete lack of executive abiJ.i ty that to continue him in the e!l'.lploy of such Tlep~rt ... 

ment long~r would conetitute a g):'aVe injustice to the people of the state,aP.4 

WE:lilREAS, certi:.in members of the Commission have advocated his l'cmoval since the 

F0brua1w 6th meeting of the Commission and again at the July, 19321 meeting thereof, 

and have felt bJi.at he was :incompehn:1t as an !ilxecutive to fill the post i,iioh he is O.$.sum-

ing to :fillo but the 1119.jority of the membera of the Comroisoi n ha.ve felt it ad.visabl~ jro 
and 

. give him additional and further time to demonstrate his executive ability/for that ree.son 

the Commission has refrained from taking more drastic action in connection with Mr~ Cox 

heretofore• and has used every persuasion1 counsel and advice it could to help·&nd aid 

him in understanding the problems and dutie~ of his office and his resuonsibilities in 

oonnection thet'Bwith., in the 'hope th-:J.t as time went on he would evidence that e>tXecutive 

ability, special training and skill v1hioh the law contemplates he should have and which 

the people of tlle state righti'illly expect him to have, 

NOil:1THERElrolmt :BE IT lUilSOLVED that the :facts set forth herein are by this Commission 

considered just cause for the suspension and removal of the said Wo T~ cox as the 

Commissioner of Conservation of the Department of Oonservation of the state of Minnesotao 

BE IT FO'.RTH1i!R liESOLVED THAT the said VTo ''!:. Cox be and hereby h suspended as Com-

missioner of Conservation of th0 Department of Conservation of the State o:£' M1tmesola 

forthwith and h.i.s services be and hereby are te:rmina.ted, until the heat-ing and determina

tion of said charges~ 
:B~ IT FURTHER RESOLv:i_ro by the Conservation Commission of the state of Minnesoia 

that a copy of this P.esolution, eertified to by the Cb,airman and Secretary of thia 

Com:r:ission be served on the said w~ T. Cox within ten days after the a~ournment of 
/.1,.. 7 ,, 

this meeting and the said Wo To cox be and hereby is given until the " day of 4:'.?;tL~i, 



Commission end that the fore.going charg,-s be heard and considered by said 

Cornmis•i n at)!(_~~ ?~'--y inthe C:ity of st. Faul, 

Minnesota., on the ,;'31 / ~day of ,e;;t;,~,;t~~•if,,""""" 11 1933, and that at se.id 

timesa.ld t;7. p. Cox be g1-ven an oppprtunity to ~Dear and defend. against the eP,meo 

l3E !T .wuB\l:RE:R R];SOLVED that the Chairman and the Secretary of this Commission 

are hereby direatt?d to forthwith :file 11iththe se,,n:etary of stat.ea certified copy 

of thia Resolution11 

'· 10. 



Minnesota. Conservation Commission 
st. Paul, Minneeota 

Gentlement.-

1 am enclosing herewith the monthly re~1or:bs on the diff eren.t di via ions of 

t·b.t.~.l)epartm~nt,. 

1)uri:ng the month of June l gave tu.lks on Oonse:rvatum at CX:00¥.:ston; , 
Alexandria., Tra.cy, and Worthington, ancl a number o:t other pl~eso 

On Juli-$ 22nd1 web.ad a. mteting of the ]lducati,>ncl. Oormd.ttef"l!all tnembers · 
with the exception of Professor Lange were present.. Some of tb.6 lessons -were ~:on~ over 
in detail and arrangements made to ,r1nt ton thousand o:f one of the 1-et'!son.e-, 

. Most of: the time dut-ing tha month was taken up with confere.nces and 
administra.ti.'Ve duties in the of'ficeo 

Resp8ctfully yours, 

Oommissionet of Oon$ervation 

t ¥var· M f ¥ WM:s iW:t 17s□ c: , •· t nrr.11·· 

11 



F..xH!l3I~ n:an 

Retld over the tr,o opti.·ns sent in by Dr .. 'IJixon. Rochester, ttega:rd.ixm; th~ 1i7hitewater 
project~ 

nconservation Week11 , campaign, April 24th,- 30th 

Read letter received from Rono Stafford King, St,1.te Auditoro 

F.Jllergency emploJnnent in Forestry work, with E:lr. Gold of the Civic and Coamerce 
.Aest.H.-:iati n, Mplsu Minn., 2:00 P. M. ( 14th) 

Mention land projecto- vitis Anoka County area? 

Get approval of Commission in general to .continue :removal of rough fish in U.mited, 
way whete a.1:1.d by such means as we deem moat advisable. 

Mak~ corrections in the minutes of the March reeetingo 

Read letter to the Commi.sait.>n. wr:l.t.ten to Bon. Chester Wihon, Ats 1t Attorney General.1• 
regarding· the n1vhion ·of·~nds; Minerals and !Vimber-. and his reply. 

Read le ssom.1 received !tom Professc.>r Lange and Miss Jennie Hall. 

Report on meeting attended at Washi.ngton, n. o. (Apro 4-, 51 f 6th) 

\Wird.ens laid orr. 

E:xhi bit II 011 

11 Crysta.1 Springs property bought\) 
Orex Carpet-~,_ •ne~a option with Additbnal aoncesaions 

.irrip fo see pr-OJH>Sed Anoka Ref'·uge and Public Shooting ground area.., 

l3audett.e, 

Southweetern Minnesota tripo 

11 
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]lli:hi bit 111,)ll 

DIVIS!{)'.~ OF GAME Ji.ND FISi!o 

General 

Fhh propagation 

State Fish Revolving 

Permament 
Temporary 

:E1ins, Featl'lers & Fur (?{agadne) 

Ji'ish Lakes 1mproveme?lt 

st. Paul Hatchery 

Glenwood ltatohery 

Detroit Ra.teheey-

So1.tthent Minn. liatchery 

Lanesboro Ratcheey 

Tower Field station 

1\anier .Field station 

'Bemidji Field Stati,m 

Fark Rapids station 

Jenkin$ stati.-n 

l57,586u00 
611000000 162t585o00 

83,675000 

16,526000 

6J365o00 

6~950000 

l6t920o00 

7,380.,00 

11,869.00 

9,, 723,-00 

4,670.00 

e,023.50 

4t035.00 

7,400.00 

2:,685000 

21 750,.QO 

2,420.00 

2,150000 

2,1os .. oo 

2.130000 

FUrcha$e of Refuges and Public Shooting Grounds, including three 
areas north of Twin Cities and the V]hitewater Valley improvements in 
S. E. Mi~nesota 100,000.00 
Scientific Investigt:i.tions (Game11 :rur, etco 121600000 

(Fish 80000000 
(~l~ioo 1~00~00 

Purchase of Game for stocking state 2s,ooo.oo 

Air Patrol 2,000.00 

514,860.50 
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We, the undersigned, Chairman and 

Secretary of The Minnesota Conservation Commis

sion, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and correct copy of the resolution adopt,ed 

this 11th day of February, 1933, by the Minnesota 

Conservation Commission. 

1933. 

Dated this 
~ JI .- day of February, 

Chairman of The Minnesota Conservation 
Commission. 




