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STATE OF MINNESOTA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTHENT

- - e

In the Matter of the Petition of
H.C.Hanson and others, for the re-
moval from office of Jemes B.Otteson,
Sheriff of Freeborn COounty, Minnesota.

WHEREAS there was Guly filed with the undersigned,

~ as CGovernor of the Btate of Minnesota, on the 15th day of
'rJanuaiy,ilszs, a fetitiansignedlby H. C. Hanson and othefs.
~sitizens and residents of Freeborn Oounty, Minnesota, duly

. Gh&rgihg Jémes;Bg Otteson, as sheriff of said Freeborn Coun-
'ty,.ﬁinnesqta,"with certain acts of malfeasance and non-

" féasance in sa1d'office; end praying for removal of said
‘,James B. Otteson from the office as sheriff af gaid Free-

. born Gounty, Minnesota"and

WHEREAS there was thereafter on or about the 15th

‘day of February, 1939, duly filed with the undersigned a
| jsupplemental petitlon signed by Jobn F. D. Meighen and
7;,others, charging the gaid James B. Otteson, as sheriif a-
”vjforesaid, with certain other and additional scte of mal-

‘ feasance and non-feasance and

" WHEREAS the undersigned on the__éjﬁﬁf__ﬁay of

d%vvu«ﬂVbﬁ' Ly 1929, duly made an order appo;nting

- ﬁgrtin A Ngison as speclal commissioner to take and re-
- port the testimony for and egainst ssid James B. Otteson

on said charges; and

WHEREAS o hearing was duly had before said com~

missioner, commencing on the 14th day of February, 1939,

an&'ending on the 27th day of February, 1929, at which
hearing the said James B. Otteson duly appeared in person
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and by counsel and at which hearing testimony and evidence
were duly taken for and against sald James B. Ofteson; and

o WHEREAS sald testimony was duly reduced to writ-
ing by said.commissioner and was thereafter duly filed with
the undersigned; and

WHEREAS thé matter duly came on for coneideration
by the undersigned upon the testimony so taken and reported
and upon written briefs duly filed by counsel for and against
said.James B. Ottescn.
} - HNOw TH&REFORE, having duly considered said mattex
: and.said.briefs and being'duly advised in the premlses,
' XT IS FOUND as follows.
1

That said James B. Otteson is the duly elected,
{fqualified and aeting gheriff of Freeborn County, Minnesota,
"anékwas such at all times hereinafter,mentlonedf
' S s RN
Tha$ on or aboux April,ls, 1925, sald James B.
k -0tteson, while sheriff as aforesaid, permitted one Pat

'Keenan, Who was then and there lawfully committed to the

",;Freeborn daunty nail and to the custody of said Otteson

' *‘,as sheriff,funder judgment and sentence of the United States

7“ District Gouxt of Minnesota, to go with him to 8t. Panl and
v'Minneapolma, Minnesota, and there to go about said cities

_ unaxtended, free from restraint and without being in the
_~custody of the sheriff or a deputy sheriff, contrary to

vthe judgment and sentence of the court, during the day while
, the said Otteson traveled on to the city of St. claud, Minn-

- esota; thatvsaid Otteson thereafter on the evening of said

 day met Pat Keenan at the latter’s home in St. Paul, Minne=
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sota, where they had supper together, all as charged in
specification No. 1 of said original petition.
111
“ That on July 4, 1935, while the ssid Pat Keenan
was a prisoner in the county jail of Freeborn County, Minn-

esota, as aforessid, the said Otteson did release him from

said jail and did permit him to freely go about in the city

- of Albert Lea, unattended, free from restraint and without

being‘ in the custody of the sheriff or any deputy, conirary

%o the judgment and sentence of the céurt, all as charged

-~ in specification No. 2 of said original complaint.

IV

Tha:b during the time when one Gustave Klose was

| dnly committed to the county ;jail of Freeborn County, Minn-
, e.sota._-,' a.nd %o the custody of sald Otteson as sheriff afore-
B said, ﬁri&er 1aﬁfu1 judgment and sentence of the District
| ﬁou:étfof _Freebéin Giounty,' Hinnesota, the vsaid. Otteson did
| _perhiit' the eaid Klose, at various times between March 6,
1926, and Naroh 10, 1926, %o leave the jail and go about
; 'Bhe 'Btreéfs‘ of Albert L_eé'-unattended, without ::cestra.yint
’a'xii‘vithbut' béingy 4in ‘the custody of sheriff or deputy, con-
;"i‘;:itrary to the judgment and sentence of the caurt, all ag |
- f‘,charged 1n specifice:bion No. 3. '

V'R
‘That_ sald Otteson did on or 'a;‘bout the 17th day

‘of April, 1928, give the said Klose, while committed and
" Serﬁing senéence as hereinbefore_ specified, ‘his complete
7 freedom without 1ea.ve dr oxrder of court, _‘hotw'i‘bhstanding
'h;ié_‘ sentence convtinued and did not expire untii the 10th
day of vMa‘y,- 1926, all as charged in specification No. 4.

3o




VI

: That during the time when one Nick Mundahl was

- ) o S duly and lawfully committed to the county jail of Freeborn
County, Minnesota, and tb the custody of said Otteson as
gheriff, under judgment and sentence of the District Jourt
of Minnesota, the said Otteson during the monthe of February,
Haxph and April, 1926; permitted the said Mundahl to leave
‘the jail aﬁd,be ém liberty on numerous occasions and to go
about the city of Albert Lea, Minnesotaq unattended, free

X | fxom restraint and without being in the custody of sald

- f; Eat ',ﬁ gheriff or any deputy sheriff, contrary to the judgment

e |  .and sentence of the court, all as charged in specification

. No.bs ’

e . . - Vil

"¥:7§ ’, ': e o That during the time when one B. F. Cumuings was

. duly and lawfully committed to the county jeil of Freeborn

’66unty3 Minnesotag and %o the‘eﬁstody of sald Otteéon as
‘sheriff, under judgmenﬁ and sentence of the District bcurt
’g'of Minnesota, the gald Otteson did permit the gaid Gummings
: . £9 1eawthhe,3ai1-am various times during the month of
v'f. March, 1926,,éndﬁgo;about the streets ofvthe city of Albert
' ;Lgéﬁﬂf?eéiivﬁha@pendeég withauﬁ resﬁraint and without being
'iﬁ‘tﬁéfcué%ody of a sheriff orfé déput&, coﬁt&ary ta thé
’3udgﬁent'anéneeﬁténce of said court, all as charged in
specification No. 6.
o | VIIZ
Thax whlle one Art Jensen was duly and lawfully

committed to the county jail of Freeborn OOunty,‘Minneeota,

and to the custody of sald Otteson as sheriff, under judg-
‘ment and sentence of the District Gourt of Freeborn County,
~ Minnesots, the said Otieson did permit the said Jensen to

~ leave said county jail for substantial periods of time and
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to be at liberty and to go sbout freely in and out of the
county of Freeborn, unsttended and without being in the
custody of the sheriff or a deputy, contrary to the judg-
ment snd sentence of said court, all as charged in speci-
o ficaﬁion‘Nd. 7. That on or about the l4th day of May,

-~ 1936, the said Otteson permitted the said Jensen, while

" lawfully committed to his custddy as aforesaid,to leave
'said;jail,and.to be aﬁ-liberty permanently for the balance
of hisseﬁtencé,:notwithstanding said sentence was still
-in:fuli:forcé and effect and the‘term thereof had not ex-
piréd, contrary to the judgment and sentence of the court,
~fa11:59 charged in sgécificatidn No. 7. |

o e I

| Thax while one Garl Hambly was duly and lawfully
jficommitted to the county jail of Freeborn Gaunty, Minnesota,
" and to the custody of said Otteson as sheriff, under judg~
'_]ment,ana_septence of the District Oourt of the State of

~ Minnesota, the sald Otteson on numerous occasions permitted

i ,?the'saia Hambly to leave said jail and to be at liberty
Efﬂwithin and without the city of Albert Lea and in the State

. of Iowa, unaztended and free from restraint, and w;thout

;:,being in.the custody of the sheriff or a deputy, and.did

‘.'permit the said Hambly while so at liberty to attend o

77”and traneaot private business as & car salesman at Nor-
wood. and 8t. Ansgar in the 8tate of Iowa, contrary to the
”'judgment and sentence of the court, all as charged in
schification'No.va.. ' d
o . |
‘That during the years 1925, 1936, 1937 and 1928,
:the said'Otteson aé sheriff aforesaid, did freguently and on

numerous occasions permit prisoners lawfully committed to
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the county jail and to the custody of said Otteson as
sheriff, under judgment and sentence of court, to be at
liberty and that, notwithstanding said prisoners when S0
at liberty frequently and on numerous océasions procured
meals aﬁd lodgings outside of the jail and at their own
‘expehse, the sald Otteson did unlawfully and wrongfully
charge the.county of Freéborn forﬁmealé and lodging not
; furnished'while the sdiﬁ prisoners were so absent, and
'diékreceive from Said.éounty’compensaxion therefor, all
| asfohargediinfspecificaxion No. 9.

R ox

Thﬁt said Otfeson in November, 1928, while

>Snefaff of smi& Freeborn County, Mznnesota, in the town

| ‘Vof‘Bancroft in said county, wrongfully and unlawfully

Vthreaxened.to arrest one Nick Korakas, Without cause oY

fexcuse, and put the said Kormkas into hie automobile and

’ ,took him a short distanoe, after which he forcibly e;ected

"him from his automoblle and dlrected,him to report at the

sheriff's office in the court house in the city of Albert

“7~;Lea the—following morning, that said Korakas reported as

’_!‘ordered.by said.ctteson and was told,that he might g0,

o , Xi1 ‘

"Thaﬁicﬁ'or sbout November 28, 1938 said Otteson,
; .aa'said'sh§riff, went toltheftown of‘Manchestér in said
'Freebornldount?, Minhesota, pursuent to a call from Oscar
Emrud and Alvin Hall, residents of said town, to take a
vman into his custody whom they reported to be ;n a drunken
~condition; that a man, afteIWardé’identified as Ed. Sydle,
was found seated in a car on the side of fhe public highway
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in an inteoxicated and drunken condition; that one Hambly,
then a prisoaer in the Freeborn Gounty_jail, accompanied
the gheriff on said trip, and at the request of the sheriff,
took charge of the drunken man's car and drove it back to
Albert Lea; that twgrbottles were found in the car, one con—
taining intoxicating liquor and the other being empty; that
‘the}éaid Sydle was under the influence of liguor to such
and/ezfent that he could not drive or manage his car or pro-

‘ceed on his way to Walthem, Minnesota, his destination.

v" VThat Ottesbnvtook,saideydle into his custody and proceeded

‘vwiﬁh,him'to the city of Albert Lea in said Freeborn County,
but permitted the said Sydle to spend the night at the Free-
born Hotel and then to proceed the following mornzng to his
destlnation,»that the car was gtored during the night in a
‘ gaiégé'at Albert Lea,.and'was turnea over’to said Sydle the

f'follcwing mornlng, that said Otteson, as such sheriff, col-

 “1ected $5.50 from Sydle for the expense of the trip to Man-~

fchester and for storage charges for Sydle‘s car. That not-
?withstanding thax all the forego:ng facts were then and

"there well known $o gaid Otteson from personal knowledge,

'*'/he failed and neglected, without ceuse or justification

and contramy to his dutles as such sheriff, to flle -

- i}#oomplainﬁ or crlminal aharge ageinst the said Sydle. That

o further'action was teken by said Otteson as sheriff in
said,mamter untll the 13th day of December, 1928, when a
compla;nt was signed by him and filed with R. 8. Famsworth,
a,justicé of fhe peace for the city of Albert Lea, charg-

~ ing the sald Sydle with unlqwfully,,wiifully.and.wrongfully
transporting intoxicating liquor, based upon the occurrence

}ih.said,town of Manchester, to which charge the sald Bydle
pleaded‘guilty in the District Court of Freeborn County,
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and for which offense he was fined. That sald complaint
was not filed by said Otteson until Alvin Hall, one of the
persons who had called the sheriff to Manchester township
on November 38, madé inquiries in and é.bou'b Albert Lea as

- %o the disposition df the case and until after Mr. C. He

Wilson, editor of'the Alden Advance, called on the sgheriff
, pexsoné,ily in regard to the disposition thereof, all as
éharged in ’specification No. 18.
X111
: . That du'ring‘ the month of September, 1938, said
Otteson, as sheriff aforesaid, arrested one Ray Lundberg
at 't‘he fair grounds fér ‘b‘éizig drunk- that while taking
the sa.id Lundberg to the Freeborn County jail and pla.cing
him 1n ;13.11, the sa.id Otteson, unneoessarily and without
: cause or ;iuehf:.cat:.on, wrongfully and unlawfully struck,
kicked and mal—‘oreated the sa,id Lundberg, seriously in—-
: .auring his 1e;f:‘t knee to such an extent as to requi:ce
medical attention and treatment. That as & result of
’ such fféav,tment -‘by -sa,id Ottes‘bn;; the said Lundberg wa.s'
confined to his cot for a period of about two weeks; ’cha’c
fsaid Otteson a.t times wrongfully and imp:coperly, and w11:h—
,,,,, out 3ustifmaﬂsion, denied the request of sald Lundberg
‘ for med.s.cal at’cent:.on and treatment and also improperly
i'and Wrongfully aﬁ times deniea the request of members of
: his family to visit the said Lundberg while so confined
in the county ;;a.il.. ~ That during the time said Lundberg
was 80 cdnfined; the gaid Otteson made threats of bodily'
“harm and of a serious n;,ture, all without reason or justi-
fication, all as charged in specifica’aion No, 18 of the

" gupplemental pe’utiom :
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XIv
That on Thanksgiving Dey 1928 the said Otteson

as sheriff aforesald, wrongfully and unlawfully permitted

one Qyril Shade, then and there a prisoner duly and law-

fﬁlly committed to the sald Freeborn County jail and to
the custody of said Otteson as sheriff, under judgment

and sentenoe of the United Btates District Court for the

- State of M;nnesota, to leave said jail and to go unattend-

= ed*and without restriction, and not in the custody of szid

sheriff or a deputy sheriff, into the State of Iowa o en~

‘ joyfa‘Thanksgiving dihner and so remain absent from said

jaii.and from saidﬁFreéborn County unrestrained and at

-libe:%y’fgffsevezal hours, all as charged in specification

No. 21 of said supplemental petition.

) | v .
That said Oftteson, during the year 1984, while

‘  5éne]Jée Aitendojier was duly,and?lawfully committed to the
7 gounty jailkbf’Freébdrn Gounty,‘Minnesoﬁa, and to the cus-
‘:"Gtoﬂay of said,Otteson as sheriff aforesaid, under & judgment
_v— and sentence of the United Btates District Court for the
. ,stame~o£fﬁinnesota, did asseult, strike and beat the said

o Joe Alﬁendprfer while the latter was resting upon his maf-

txesa@_which assault, comm;ttedfas aforesald, was wholly

‘without piovocémion,,excuse or justification, all as charged

 in'spec1£1cémion»No;'23 of said supplemental petitione.

I |
That during the year 1924 said Otteson, as sheriff

df'Freeborn Gounty, Minnesota, did wrongfull§=and’unlawfully

: release one Helmer Lee, one Steffen Kibsgaard and one Jim,

whose surname ig unknown, each and all of said prlsoners

being thén and there committed to the county jail of said
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Freeborn County and to the custody of said Otteson as
sheriff, by lawful judgments and sentences of courts having
jurisdiction, before the expiration of their said respective
terms under said judgments and sentences and contrary thereto,
and without leave or order of court. That after the release

of said Kibsgaard the said Kibsgaard brought and delivered

~several dozen of eggs to the sheriff's residence for which

he received no pay, all as charged in specification No. 35

of said supplemental.petition.

XVII ,
That during the year 1924 one Schneider and other

prisoners, whose names are unknown, but each of whom wers .

. then and there duly and lawfully committed to the Freeborn

GountY‘jail'and'ﬁo*the custody of the said Otteson as sheriff

bfléaiéfccunﬁy, under valid and legal judgmenﬁs and sentences

‘ 6£‘the United”Statee'District’Gourt for the State of Minne~
"-sota, were wrongfully end unlawfully permitted by said Otteson
>»ﬁjon many occasions for substantial periods of time to leave
i said jail, un attended,and‘withaut restraint, and without
H'ibeing in the custody of the sheriff or any'deputy, and to
“t’ivisit the farm of one Steffen Kibsgaard, more than two miles
' ;~§fiéiataace from sald W nxA,Gguntv jeil and bave meals at
’i  such place and . at ‘gsuch other places as they desired, all con-

'--trary to said.judgmentsrand sentences, and without 1eave or

order of court that one of said prisoners, without super-

.yision or_rsstraint, and without being in the custody of the
sheriff or any deputy, worked for substantially'a week at the

farm of said Kibsgsard, all during the term of his sentence

'and,without permigsion or order of court, all as charged in

) specification No. 26 of said supplemental petition.
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? this Jﬁuﬂ:

iVIiil
Except as hereinbefore stated the charges made
and specified in said original petition and said supplemental

petition were not proven.

 THEREFORE, I, Theodore Ohristianson, Governor of

the Sta&e,éf ¥innesota, do hereby remove the said James B.

- Otteson from the office of Sheriff of Freeborn County, Minne-

- ‘gota. -

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hezeunto set my Hand
and bave caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota %o
be affixed, at the Gapitol in the Gzty of 8t. Paul, Minnesota,

Governorx.

' sédreﬁéry'of State.
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