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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

COMMISSIONER'S ORDER NO. 2366 

REGULATIONS FOR THE TAKING AND POSSESSION 
OF CERTAIN SPECIES OF FISH IN INLAND WATERS; 

SUPERSEDING COMMISSIONER'S ORDER NO. 2270. 

Pursuant to authority vested in me by Minn. Stat. 

§§ 97A.045, 97C.395, 97C.401 and other applica"ble law, I, 

Joseph N. Alexander, Commissioner of Natural Resources, hereby 

prescribe the following regulations for the taking and possession 

of certain species of fish in inland waters. 

Section 1. The species of fish listed in this section 

may be taken by angling in the specified inland waters except for 

such of these waters as may otherwise be closed to the taking of 

fish. The taking and possession of such fish is subject to the 

seasons, limits, and other restrictions set forth herein or in 

other applicable laws, regulations, or orders. All dates are 

inclusive. Whenever the closing date of a season prescribed 

herein falls on a Saturday, the season shall extend through the 

following day. 

Species and Open Season 

(a) Large and small mouthed bass. 
In all waters lying east and north 
of U.S. Highway 53 from Duluth 
to International Falls and in 
Pelican and Ash Lakes, St. Louis 
County, Saturday two weeks prior 
to Memorial Day weekend. In all other 
waters, Saturday nearest May 29 
to February 15. 

(b} Trout, including brook, brown and 
rainbow trout, splake and Atlantic 

Daily & Possession 
Limits 

6 
(In aggregate) 
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salmon, but not including lake trout. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

All streams and rivers from 
Lake Superior upstream to 
the posted boundaries are 
open continuously. In the 
posted areas of the Knife 
River in Lake County, trout 
may be taken only from 
June 1 to August 31, or as 
otherwise posted pursuant 
to experimental regulations. 
Except in the Pigeon River 
in Cook County and the St. 
Louis River in St. Louis 
County, a single hook only 
shall be used for angling. 

In all streams of Lake Superior 
watershed in St. Louis, Lake 
and Cook counties, above the 
posted boundaries (noted in 1 
above), except the St. Louis 
River and Estuary (that body 
of water lying inland of 
Minnesota Point) and their 
tributaries, Saturday nearest 
April 15 to September 30. 

In all other streams of the state 
(not listed in l or 2 above): 
South of U.S. Highway 12, 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday nearest 
April 15 to September 30; North 
of U.S. Highway 12, Saturday 
nearest April 15 to September 30. 

In lakes only: statewide from 
Saturday two weeks prior to 
Saturday of Memorial Day weekend 
to October 31. In addition: on 
all lakes entirely within the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, from Saturday 
nearest January 1 to March 31; 
and on all lakes entirely or 
partly outside the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 
Lakes in Aitkin, Becker, 
Beltrami, Cass, Crow Wing and 
Hubbard Counties are closed for 

-2-

5 
(In aggregate. 
Not more than 3 may 
be over 16 inches in 
length except only 1 
rainbow or steelhead 
over 16 inches with 
unclipped fins. 
Clipped fins must 
show healed scar. 
1 may be Atlantic 
salmon. Minimum 10 
inch length limit 
for all species.) 

10 
(In aggregate. Not 

more than 1 may be 
16 inches in length 
or over. Not more 
than 5 in aggregate 
may be rainbow trout 
or brown trout. Not 
more than 1 may be 
Atlantic salmon. 

5 
(In aggregate. Not 

more than 1 may be 
16 inches in length 
or over. No minimum 
length.) 

5 
(In aggregate. 

Except not more 
than 3 may be 16 
inches in length 
or over. Atlantic 
salmon 1 minimum 16 
inches in length.) 
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winter season, from Saturday 
nearest January 15 to March 15. 

{c) Lake trout. Statewide from Saturday 3 
two weeks prior to Saturday of Memorial 
Day weekend to September 30. In 
addition: on all waters lying entirely 
within the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, from Saturday nearest 
January 1 to March 31; on all waters 
lying entirely or partly outside the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
and exceptions from Saturday nearest 
January 15 to March 15; lakes partly 
outside BWCAW and exceptions include 
Snowbank, Magnetic, Ram, Seagull, Clearwater, 
Saganaga and on all streams and · 
rivers from Lake Superior upstream 
to posted boundaries, from Saturday 
nearest January 1 to September 30. 

10 {d) Salmon, including chinook, 
coho, and pink salmon, except 
Atlantic salmon. Continuous 
in all waters. 

(In aggregate). 

(e) Walleye and sauger. 
In all waters from Saturday 
two weeks prior to Saturday of 
Memorial Day weekend to February 15. 

(f) Northern pike. 
!n all waters from Saturday two 
weeks prior to Saturday of Memorial 
Day weekend to February 15. 

(g) Muskellunge (including hybrid). 
In all waters from the first Saturday 
in June to February 15. Minimum size 
limit: 36 inches in length, except in 
Cook, Lake, Rice, Yellow Medicine, 
Steele, and Lyon Counties and on Big 
Mantrap Lake, Hubbard County and 
Shoepac Lake, St. Louis County, 
where 30 inch minimum size limit 
applies. 

(h) Rock bass. 
Continuous in all waters. 

(i) White bass. 

-3-

6 
(In aggregate). 

3 

1 

30 

30 
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Continuous in all waters. 

{ j) crappies. 
Continuous in all waters. 

{k) sunfish. 
Continuous in all waters. 

{l) Catfish. 
Continuous in all waters. 

(m) Perch. 
Continuous in all waters. 

{n} Bullheads. 
Continuous in all waters. 

(o) Sturgeon. 
May be taken in tributaries of 
the St. Croix River only. 
Saturday nearest July 1 to 
October 31. 

(p) Carp, dogfish, redhorse, 
sheepshead, suckers, 
eelpout, garfish, whitefish, 
goldeyes, tullibees, buffalofish, 
smelt. Continuous in all waters. 

15 

30 

5 
With only 1 over 
24 inches on 
tributaries to the 
Red River of the 
North. 

100 

100 

1 
(Minimum length 
45 inches.) 

No limits. 

Sec. 2. The daily and possession limits on the taking 

of northern pike, as set forth in Section 1, shall also apply to 

the taking thereof by dark house spearing. 

Sec. 3. Two lines may be used for angling through the 

ice in all waters of the state, except in designated trout lakes 

and designated trout streams where only one line may be used. 

Sec. 4. Smelt may be taken in all waters at anytime by 

dip net, and minnow seines not more than 25 feet in length or 

four feet in depth, except seines may not be used in any stream, 
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