
WIIEREAS: Sled dog teams were the principle means of wintertime transportation and commwiication 
used by Minnesota's original inhabitants, long before the advent of the first white 
explorers; and 

f\,l/EREAS: Legislators from the northern districts of Minnesota traveled to the sessions of the 
Territorial Legislature by dagteam: and 

WHEREAS: The first sled dog race on record in the world took ~lace in Minnesota in 1115/J; and 

WIIEREAS; During the 18001s through the first yeµrs of this century mail was delivered. along the 
north shore of Lake Superior and in other parts of the state in the winter by coureurs 
des bois and mail carriers using dog teams, preeminent among them being John 
Beargrease, the "intrepid Chippewa dog pwicher11; and 

WHERE.'AS: In the first international sled dog race for an established purse, sponsored by the St. 
Paul Winter Carnival in 1917, teams from the United States and Canada ra11 a course from 
Winnipeg to St. Paul; and 

1\1//EREAS: Minnesota dogs and mushers continue to be at the forefront of winter sports and sled 
dog activity and accomplishment; and 

IV/lEREAS: In 1986 a team of mushers and dogs lead by Will Steger and Paul Schurcke of Minnesota 
became tile first confirmed wisupported sled dog expedition to reacit the North Pole; and 

I\IJJEHEAS: The largest and most famous long distance sled dog race outside Alaska, The John 
Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon, commemorating the exploits of mail carrier Jahn 
Beargrease, is rwi each year along Minnesota's North Shore, attracting competitors, 
media and fans from across Nortlt America and Ute world; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rudy Perplch, Governor of the State of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim the second 
week of January to be 

SLED DOG HERITAGE WEEK 

iri Minnesota, In appr•eciation of the contributions of sted dogs and musllers to ,\1innesota1s colorful 
history. 
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IN MTN r:ss WII bREOF, I have hereunto set my 
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