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CHARTER 
of the 

.CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
MINNESOTA 

Adopted hy Speciat ElectionJ May zo, r927 

Chapter I 
NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS AND GENERAL 

PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Name and Boundaries. The city of Albert Lea, in 
the county of Freeborn, and state of Minnesota, shall, upon the 
ta1rlng- effect of this charter, continue to be a trnmicipal corpora--
tion, under the· name and style of the city of Albert Lea, with 
the same boundaries as now are or hereafter may be established. 
The boundaries of the said City shall comprise all that territory 
wi.thin said County of Freeborn and State of Minnesota, described 
as follows, viz: 

TheNorth half of Section sixteen (16), the Northeast quarter 
and the East half of the Northwest quarter of section seventeen 
(17), the West half of section nine (9) and the Northeast quar
ter of section nine (9), save and excepting the following de
scribed tract, to-wit: Beginning on the quarter line three hun
dred one and one-tenth (301.1) feet east of the center of said 
section nine (9), running thence north 42 degrees, 57 minutes 
east, three hundred eighty-six and one-tenth (386.1) feet;.thence 
north 89 degrees, 32 minutes east, one hundred and thirty-seven 
(137) :feet; thence south 25 degrees, 32 minutes, east to an inter
section with the east and west :quarter line of said section nine 
(9); tunning thence west along said quarter line to the place of 
beginning; the North half and the Southeast quarter and the 
East. half of the Southwest quarter of section eight (8), the 
Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of section five (5); 
also the following, to-wit; Commencing at a point on the section 
line between section five (5) and six (6) 1 twenty (20) rods north 
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of the Northeast corner of the Southeast quarter of the South
east quarter of section six (6) and xunning thence west twenty 
(20) rods; thence southeasterly to the Northwest corner of the 
South half of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of 
section five (5) ; thence east to the center of the upper Shell Rock 
River; thence northwesterly along the center of said River until 
it strikes the west line of -said section five (5) ; thence along said 
section line to the place. of beginning; all of Government lot 
three (3) in section sixteen (16}, all of said territory being in 
township 102, range 21 west of the.Fifth Principal Meridian, ac
cording to Government Survey. 

Sec. 2. Powers of the City. The city of Albert Lea, by and 
in its corporate name, shall liave perpetual succession; and save 
as herein otherwise provided and save as prohibited by the con
stitution or statutes of the state of Minnesota, it shall have and 
exercise all powers, functions, rights, and privileges possessed by 
it prior to the adoption of this charter; also all powers, functions, 
1·ights1 and privileges now or hereafter given or granted to muni
cipal corporations having "home rule charters'' by the constitu
tion and Ia.ws of the state of Minnesota; also all powe1•s1 func
tions, 1ights1 and privileges usually eX'ercised by, or which are 
incidental tot or inhere ll4 municipal corporations of like power 
and degree; also all municipal powers, functions, rights, privi
leges, and immunities, of every name and nature whatsoever; and 
in addition it shall have all the powers and be subject to the re
strictions contained in this charter. In its corporate name it may 
take and hold, by purchase, condemnation, gift, or devise, and 
lease and convey any and all such real, personal, or mixed prop
erty, within or without its boundaries, as its purposes may re
quil'e, or as may be useful or beneficial to its inhabitants; and it 
may contract with the county or with other municipalities for 
such joint services and utilities as may seem desirable and for 
all other legitimate purposes. 

Section 3. Construction of This Charter. The provisions of 
this charter shall be construed liberally in favor of the city, to 
the end that it may have all necessary powers for the efficient 
conduct of its municipal affairs, as contemplated by the municipal 
home rule provisions of the constitution and laws of the state of 
Minnesota. The specific mention of particular municipal powers 
in other sections of this charter shall not be construed as limiting 
the powers of the city in the premises to those thus mentioned. 

Sec. 4. Charter a Public Act. This charter shall be a public 
act and need not be pleaded or proved in any case. It shall take 
effect thirty days from and after its adoption by the vot~rs. 
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Chapter II 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

5 

Sec. 5. Form of G-Overnment. The form of government estab~ 
lished by this charter shall be known as the "Council-Manager 
Plan." All discretionary powers of the city, both legislative and 
executive, shall vest in and be exercised by the city council, sub-· 
ject to the initiative, referendum, and recall powers of the people. 
It shall have complete control over the city administration, but 
Bhall exercise this control exclusively through the city manager 
and shall not itself attemptfoperform any administrative.work. 

Sec. 6. Boards · and Commissions. The council shall by . ordi
nance create a hoard of health of three members in conformity 
with the requirements of Section· 5348 of the General Statutes 
of Minnesota, 1923. There shall also be a sinking fund commis
sion of three members which shall have the powers described in 
Section 66 of this charter. The members of the board of health 
and of the sinking fund commission, shall be appointed by a ma
jo1·ity vote of the council, and the council may, at its option, ap
point two of its own members to each such board and commis
sion. The council shall also have powe1~ by ordinance to create, 
and to appoint the members of such advisory boards and com• 
missions as may be deemed necessary to advise and assist the 
council and the administrative officers of the city in matters re
lating to libraries, parks, city planning, and such other affairs as 
the council may determine, The number of members and the 
terms of office of the members of such advisory boards and com
missions shall be determined in the ordinance creating the same. 
Such boards and commissions may be given the power to admin
ister -0aths, and to compel the attendance of witnesses, and the 
ptoduction of books, papers, and other documentary evidence; 
and the council may, in the ordinance creating any such board or 
commission, provide that such board or commission shall be given 
a reasonable period of time to report upon any project within the 
scope of its advisory powers prior to the council's· ,taking any 
action thereon. 

Sec. 7. Elective Officers. The council shall be composed of a 
mayor and six: councilmen who shall be qualified electors, and who 
shall be elected in the manner hereinafter provided. 'J;he mayor 
shall be elected at large, and shall serve for a term of two years 
and until his successor is elected and qualified. The six council
men shall be elected one from each ward, and shall serve for a 
term of four years and until their successors are elected and 
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qualified, except that at the first election held after the adoption 
of this charter, the three councilmen elected from the odd-num-

.. bered wards shall serve for four years and the three councilmen 
elected from the even numbered wards shall serve for two years. 
The council shall be judge of the election of the mayor and coun
cilmen. 

Sec. 8. Incompatible Offices. No member of the council sha11 
be appointed city manager, nor shall any member hold any paid 
municipal office or employment under the city; and until one 
year after the expiration of his term as mayor or councilman no 
former member shall be appointed to any paid office or employ
ment under the city which office or em_gloyment was created or 
the emoluments of which were increased during his term as 
councilman. 

Sec. 9. Vacancies in Ward Representation in the Council. A 
vaca:ncy in the council from any ward shall be deemed to exist in 
case of the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify on or 
before the date of the second regular meeting of the new council, 
or by reason of the death, resignation, removal from office, re
moval from the ward, continuous absence from the city for more 
than thrge months, or conviction of a felony of any such pel'Son 
whether before or after his qualification, or by reason of the fail
ure of any councilman without good cause to perform any of the 
duties of membership in the council for a period of three months. 
In each such· case the council shall by resolution declare such 
vacancy to exist, and shall forthwith call a special election in 
such ward to fill the same for the unexpired term; provided, how
ever, that if the vacancy occurs less than one year prior to the 
nex.t regular municipal election, the council shall not call a special 
election, but shall forthwith appoint an eligible person resident in 
the ward to fill the vacancy until the next regular municipal elec
tion, when the vacancy shall be filled by election for the un
expired term, if any, or for the new term. Any vacancy in the 
representation of any ward in the council resulting from a recall 
election or• from a resignation following the filing of a recall peti
tion, shall be filled in the manner provided in such case. 

Sec. 10. The Mayor. The mayor shall be the presiding officer 
of the council, except that a president pro tempore shall be 
chosen who shall serve as president in the mayor's absence, and 
as acting mayor in case of the mayor's disability or absence from 
the city. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the 
city, and shall exercise all powers and perform all duties confer
red and imposed upon him by this charter, the ordinances of the 
city, and the laws of the state. He shall be recognized as the 
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official head of the city for a11 ceremonial purposes, by the courts 
for the purpose of serving civil processes, and by the governor 
for the purposes of the military law. He shall study the opera
tions of the city government and shall rep01•t to the council any 
neglect, dereliction of duty, or waste on the part of any officer or 
department of the city. In time of public danger or emergency 
he may, with the consent of the council, take command of the 
police, maintain order, and enforce the law. In the event of a 
vacancy in the office of mayor, whether by death, resignation, or 
any other cause, the council shall appoint a mayor. to fill the 
vacancy for the unexpired term, but in the case of a recall the 
vacancy shall be.filled in the manner provided by this charter. 

Sec. 11. Salaries, The members of the council shall serve 
without compensation, except the mayor who . shall receive a 
salatr not to exceed $300.00 each year, and except that when 
meeting as a board of equalization they shall each receive not to 
exceed one dollar per hour of actual servicE:l. The city manager 
and all subordinate officers and employees of the city shall re
ceive such salaries or wages as may be fixed by the council. 

Sec. 12. Investigations of City Affairs. The council and the 
city manager, or either of them, and any officer or officers for
nially authorized by them, or either of them, shall have power to 
make investigations into the city's affairs, to subpoena witnesses, 
administer oaths, and compel the production of books and papers. 
The council may at any time provide for an examination or audit 
of the accounts of any officer or department of the city govern
ment • 

.Sec. 13. Interferences with· Administration. Neither the 
council nor any of its members shall dictate the appointment of 
any person to office or employment by the city manager, or in 
any manner interfere with the city manager or prevent him from 
exercising his own judgment in the appointment of officers and 
employees in the administrative service. Except for the purpose 
of inquiry the council and its members shall deal with and control 
the administrative service solely through the city manager, and 
netiher the council nor any member thereof shall give orders to 
any of the subordinates of the city manager, either publicly · or 
privatey. 
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Chapter III 
PROCEDURE OF COUNCIL 

Sec. 14. Council Meetings. On the first Monday after the 
fil'st Tuesday in January following a ·regular municipal election, 
the council shall meet at the usual place and time :for the holding 
of council meetings. At this time the 11ewly elected members of 
the council shall assume then· duties. Thereafter the council 
shall meet such times as may be prescribed by ordinance or re
solution, except that they shall meet not less than once each 
month. The mayor, or any three members of the council, may 
call special meetings· of the council upon at least two (2) hours' 
notice to each member of the council. Such notice shall be de-

··· uvei:ed personally to each member or shall be left· with some re
sponsible person at the membel"s usual place of residence. All 
meetings of the councilshall be public, and any citizen shall have 
access to the minutes and records thereof at all Teasonable times. 

Se,c.15. Secretary of Council, The council shall choose a sec
retary and such other officers and employees as may be necessary 
to serve at its meetings. The secretary shall be known as the 
secretazy of tbe council~ and sha11 keep such records and perform 
such· other duties as may be required by this charter or by vote 
of the council. The council m:ay designate any official or em~ 
ployee of the city, except the city manager or a member of the 
council, to act as secretary of the council. · · 

Sec. 16. Rules of Procedure and Quorum. The council shall 
oetermine its own rules and order of business, and shall keep a 
journal of its proceedings. A majority of all members elected 
shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a less number may 
adjourn :from time to time. The council shall provide by ordi
nance or resolution a means by which a minority may compel the 
attendance of absent members. 

Sec. 17. Ordinances, Resolutions, and Motions. Except as in 
this charter otherwise provided, all legislation and all appropria
tions of money shall be by ordinance, save that where an obliga
tion has been incurred by ordinance, payment thereof may be 
ordered by resolution if the amount exceeds five hundred dollars 
or by ordinary motion if the amount involved is less than that 
sum, and save also that licenses may be granted, property acquir~ 
ed for public uses, and local improvements ordered, by resolution. 
Every final vote upon all ordinances, resolutions, and motions, 
and upon· all amendments thereto, shall be by ayes and noes, and 
the vote of each member shall be recorded in the minutes. The 

-
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votes of at least four members shall be required for the passage 
of a.U ordinances, resolutions, and motions, except as otherwise 
provided in this charter. 

Sec. 18. Procedure on Ordinances, The enacting clause of 
all ordinances passed by the council shall be in the words, "The 
City of Albert Lea does ol·dain." Every ordinance shall be pre
sented in writing. Every ordinance, other than emergency ordi
nances; shall have two public readings in full, and at least three 
days shall elapse between the first and second rea,dings thereof. 
Every ordinance appropriating money in excess of five hundred 
dollars,· and every'ordinance and l"esolution authorizing the mak
illg of any contract involving a liability on the part of the city in 
excess of five hundred rlollarsT shall remain on file in the office of 
the secretary of the council at least one week, and shall be pub
lished· at least once in the official newspaper of the city or posted 
on official bulletin boards in the manner provided by this charter, 
before its final passage, except in the case o:f emergency ordi
nances or resolutions. 

Sec. 19. Emergency Ordinances and Resolutions. An emer
gency ordinance or :resolution is an ordinance or resolution for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or .Safetyi 
in which the emergency is defined or declared in a preamble 
thereto, separately voted upon, and agreed to by at least five 
members of the council, as recorded by ayes and noes. An emer
gency ordinance or resolution must be in writing but may be en
acted without previous filings or publication. No g11ant of any 
franchise shall be construed to be an ·emergency ordinance or 
resolution. 

Sec. 20. Procedure on Resolutions. Every resolution shall be 
presented in writing, and shall be read in full before a vote is 
taken thereon, unless the reading of a resolution is dispensed 
with by unanimous consent. 

Sec. 21. Signing and Publication of Ordinances and Resolu
iions. Every ordinance or resolution passed by the council shall 
be signed by the mayor or by two other members, and shall be 
filed with the secretary of the council within two days after pas
sage, and by him 1•ecorded and preserved. Every ordinance and 
resolution shall be published at least once in the official paper of 
the city within fifteen days after its passage by the council, or in 
lieu thereof may be posted o~ bulletin boards as in this charter 
provided', and shall be recorded in a book kept for that purpose, 
which record shall be attested by the secretary of the council ; 
provided that the publication of resolutions not involving the ex-
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penditure of money ma.y be dispensed with if so ordered by the 
council. 

Sec. 22. When Ordinances and Resolutions Take Effect. 
Emergency ordinances and resolutions, and ordinances and reso~ 
lutions making the annual. tax levy, determining the annual budg
et, and providing fot local improvements and assessments, shall 
take effect immediately upon their passage. All other ordinances 
and resolutions enacted by. the council shall take effect thirty 
days· after the date of their passage, unless a later date is n:x:ed 
therein, in which event they shall take effect at such later date. 
Ordinances and resolutions adopted' by the electors of the city 
shall take effect at the time fixed therein, or; if no such time is 
designated therein, then immediately upon the adoption thereof. 

See. 28. Apiendment and nepeal · of Ordinunces and Resolu~ 
tions. No ordinance or resolution or section thereof shall be 
amended or repealed by reference to its title alone, but su.ch 
amending. or repealing ordinance or resolution shall.contain ver
batim the ordinance or resolution or section thereof to be amend
ed' or repealed, together with the amended form thereof in case 
of amendment, and the original ordinance, resolution, section or 

•. sections thereof so.amended shall be repealed. 
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Chapter IV 

NOMINATIONS- AND· ELECTIONS 

11 

Sec. 24. The Regular Municipal Election. _A regular munic
ipal election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first :Mon
day in November in the year 1928, and bi-ennially thereafter at 
such place or places as the city council may designate. Each 
ward shall constitute at least one election district, and additional 
election:. districts may be established,· and the boundaries thereof 
subsequently changed in the manner provided by law. At least 
nfteen days ptevious notice shall be given by the city clerk of the 
time and the places of holding such election, and of the officers 
to be. elected, by posting a notice thereof in at least one public · 
place in each election district, or by publishing a notice thereof 
at least once in the official newspaper of the city or both, as the 
council may ordain, but failure to give such notice shall not in
validate such election. At the regular election there shall be 
elected, in addition to the officers of the city, such justices of the 
peace or municipal judges as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 25. Special Elections. The council may by resolution 
order · a special election, fix the · time of· holding the same, and 
provide all means for holding such special election. The proce
dure at such election shall conform as nearly as possible to that 
herein provided for other municipal elections. 

See. 26. Judges and Clerks of Election. The council shall at 
least ten days before each municipal election appoint three qual
ified voters of each election district to be judges of election there
in. The judges of each election district shall appoint two qual
ified electors of the same district, or as many more as may be 
authorized by the council, to serve as clerks of election. 

Sec. 27. Nominations by Petition. The mode of nomination 
of all elective officers provided for by this charter shall be by pe
tition. The name of any elector of the city shall be printed upon 
the ballot whenever a petition as hereinafter prescribed shall 
have been filed in his behalf with the city clerk. Such petition 
shall be signed by a number of electors qualified to vote for the 
office in question, and equivalent to at least five per cent of the 
total number of votes cast at the last regular municipal election 
for the said office. No elector shall sign petitions for more can
didates than the number of places to be filled at the election, and 
should he do so his signature shall be void as to the petition or 
petitions last filed. All nomination petitions shall be in the; b&P,ds 

- ·"' ~. 
"'~ , "" .., __ - ' ......, '!. 



- . 

,., 12 ALBERT LEA CITY CHARTER 

of the city clerk .at least ten days before the election. The clerk 
shall prepa:i;e the ballots in a manner to be provided by ordinance. 

Sec. 28. Nomination Petitions. The signatures to the nomi
nation petition need not all be appended to 011e paper, but to each 
sepai•ate paper there shall be attached an affidavit of the circu
lator thereof stating the numbe:r of signers of such paper and 
that each signature appended thereto was made in his presence 
and is the genuine signature of the person whose 11ame it pur
ports to be. With each signature shall be stated the place of 
residence of the signer, giving the street and number or other 
description sufficient to identify the same. The form of the 
nomination petition shall be substantially ,as follows: 

Nomination Petition 
We, the undersigned, electors of the city of Albert Lea, here

by nominate ------------------------------, whose residence 
js ------------,.------------------, for the office of mayor (or 
councilman from the ---------------~----------------- ward), 
to be voted for at the election to be held.on the _________ day of 
_.;,._~..:· _____ 

1 
19 ___ ; and we individually certify that we are qual-

ified :electors (of such ward, in case of a petition for a candidate 
for councHman) and that we have not signed more nomination 
petitions of candidates fol' this office than there are persons to be 
elected thereto. 

Name- Street and Number 

--------~-----------------
------------------------, being duly sworn, deposes and says 
that he is the circulator of the foregoing petition pape1· contain-
ing ---,,-,------------------ signatures, and that the signatures 
appended thereto were made in his presence and are the signa
tures of the persons whose names they purport t<:1 be. 

Signed __________________________________ _ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______________ day of 
________________ 19 ____ , This petition

1 
if found insufficient by 

the city clerk, shall be returned to ________________________ , at 
No. ________ , __________________________ Street. 

Sec. 29. Canvass of Elections. The council shall meet and 
canvass the election returns within :five days after any regular or 
special election, and shall make full declaration of the results as 
soon as possible, and file a state:ment thereof with the city clerk. 
This statement shall include: (a) thetotal number of good ballots 
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cast; (b) the total number of spoiled or defective ballots ; ( c) the 
vote fol' each candidate, with an indication of those who were 

. elected; (d) a true copy of the ballots used'; (e) the names of the 
· judges and clerks of election; and (f) such other infonnation as 

may seem pertinent. The city clerk shall forthw1th notify all 
persons elected of the fact of thefr election. 

Sec. 30.. Procedure at Elections. The conduct of elections 
shall be regulated by ordinance, subject to · the :provisions of this 
cliarter and' of the general laws. of Minnesota. In determining 
the . results of municipal elections, as wen as in all matters of 
election procedure not covered by this charter or by ordinance, 
all officers shall be guided by the rules laid down in the General 
Statutes for the. conduct of elections in this state, except · that 
where such 1·ules .are incompatible with the provisions of this 
charter, they shall not be enforced in the election of nmnicipal 
officers. 
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ChapterV 
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL 

Sec. 31. Powers Reserved by the People. The people of Al
bert Lea reserve to themselves the powers, in accordance with 
the provisions · of this cb,arter1 to initiate and adopt ordinances 
and resolutions, to requfre measures passed by the council to be 

· 1·efetred to the electorate for approval or disapproval, and to re'" 
call elected public officials. These powers shall be called the 
initiative, the referendum, and' the recall, respectively. 

Sec. 32. Expenditures by Petitioners. No member of any 
initiative, · referendum, or recall committee, no circulator of a 
signature paper, and no signer of any such paper, or any other 
person, shall accept or offer any reward, pecuniary or otherwise, 
for service rendered in connection with the circulation thereof, 
but this shall not prevent any such committee :from incurring an 
expense not.to exceed twenty.dollars for legal advice, stationery, 
copying, printing, and notaries' fees. Any·violation of the pro
visions of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

See. 33. Further Reg·ulations. The council· shall. as soon as 
possible a.fter the organization of the city government under this 
chartel" provide by ordinance such further regulations for the 
initiative, referendum, and recall, not inconsistent with this 
charter,. as may be deemed necessary. Such ordinance shall in
clude the relevant provisions of this charter. 

Initiative 
Sec. 34. Initiation of Measures. Any ftve electors may form 

themselves into a committee for the initiation of any measure of 
public concern. After formulating their measure they shall· file 
a verified copy thereof with the city clerk together with their 
names and ad'dresses as members of such committee. They shall 
also attach a verified copy of the proposed measure to each of the 
signature papers herein described, together with their names and 
addresses as sponsors therefor. 

Sec. 35. Form of Petition and of Signature Papers. The pe
tition for the adoption of any measure shall consist of the meas~ 
ure, together with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto 
attache~. Such petition shall not be complete unless signed by 
a number of voters equal to at least ten per cent of the total num
ber of votes cast at the last preceding regular municipal election . 
.Aill the signatures need not be on one signature paper, but the 
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circulator of every such paper shall m'ake an affi<Iavit that each 
signatltre appended to the ;paper is the genuine signature of the 
person whose name it purports to be. Each signature paper shall 
be in sUb$tantially the following form: 

Initiative Petition 

proposing: an ordinance (or resolution, as the case may be) to 
--'-~---------------------------- (stating the purpose .of the 
measure), a copy of which ordinance (or resolution) is hereto 
attached. This measure is sponsored by the following committee 
of electors : 

Name 
1._ -- . ----------- --- . --- ' 
2--------------------------
,3, ___ .,.. __ ~------------------
4,-------------------------5. ________________________ _ 

Address 

--------------------------~ 
The undersigned electors, understanding the terms1 and the 

nature of the measure hereto attached, petitron the council for its 
adoption, or; in lieu thereof, for its submission to the electors for 

·· the~ approval. 

Name Address 
1. ___________ ------------ --------------------------· 
2._- ---------------- ------ --------------------------· 3,_. ------·----- __ ... ______ . _. ____________________ etc. 

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affi
davit of the circulator, mentioned above. 

Sec. 36. Filing of Petitions and Action Thereon. All the sig
nature papers shall be filed in the office of the city clerk as one 
instrument. W;ithin five days after the filing of the petition the 
city clerk shall ascertain by examination the number of electors 
whose signatures are appended thereto, and whether this number 
is at feast ten per cent of the total number of electors who cast 
their· votes at the last preceding regular municipal election. If 
he finds the petition insufficient or irregular, he shall at once 
notify one or more of the committee of sponsors of that fact, 
certifying the reasons £or his finding. The committee shall then 
be given thirty days in which to file additional signature papers 
and·fo correct the petition in all other ,particulars. If at the end 
of ·that period the petition is found to be,_ still insufficient or· 
irregular the clerk shall file the same in his office and shall notify 
each member of the committee of that fact. The :final :finding of 
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the insufficiency or irregularity of a petition shall not prejudice 
the :filing of a new petition for the same purpose, nor shall it 
p1;event the council from· referring the measure to the electors at 
the next regular o rany special election, at its option. 

Sec. 37. Action of Council on Petition. Whenever the peti
tion shall be found to be sufficient, the city cler1c shall so certify 
to the council at its,:riext meeting, stating the number of petition
ers, and the percentage of the total number of voters which they 
constitute, and the council shall at once read the measure and 
refer it to an appropriate committee, which may be a committee 
of the whole. The committee or council shall thereupon provide 
for public hearings upon the measure, after the holding of which 
the measure . shall be finally. acted upon by the council not later 
than sixty-five days after the date upon which such measure was 
submitted to the council by the city clerk. If the council shall 
fail to pass the proposed measure, or shall pass it in a form dif
ferent from that set forth in the petition and unsatisfactory to 
the petitioners, the proposed measure shall be submitted by the 
council to the vote of the electors at the next regular municipal 
electio1i. But in cas'e the number of signers of said petition is 
equa1 to at least :fifteen per cent of the total number of voters 

· voting at ·the last -regular municipal election; then· the council 
shall call a special election upon the measure to be held not less 
than thirty nor more than forty-five days from such date, unless 
a regular election is to occur within three months, in which case 
it may he submitted at such regular municipal election. In case 
the council passes the proposed measure with amendments and 
at least four-fifths of the committee of petitioners do not express 
their dissatisfaction with such amended form by a certificate filed 
with the city clerk within ten days from the passage thereof by 
the council, then the measure need not be submitted to the 
electors. 

Sec. 38. Initiative Ballots. The ballots used when voting 
tJpon arty such proposed measure shall state the substance there" 
of, and shall give the voter the opportunity to vote either "For 
the measure" or "Against the measure." If a majority of the 
electors voting on any such measure shall vote in favor thereof, 
it shall thereupon become an ordinance or resolution of the city 
as the case may be. Any number of proposed measures may be 
voted upon at the same election, but in case there shall be more 
than onei the voter shall be allowed to vote for or against each 
separately. 

Sec. 39. Initiation of Charter Amendments. Nothing in this 
cha1-ter contained shall be construed as in any way affecting the 

. ,., •.. -- -- - '' - -
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right of the electors under the constitution ancl statues of Min
nesota to propose amendments to this charter. 

Referendum 

Sec. 40. The Referendum. If prior to the date when an ordi
nance or resolution takes effect a petition signed by qualified 
electors of the city equal in number to fifteen per cent of the total 
vote at the last regula1· municipal election be :filed with the city 
clerk requesting that any such measure, or any part thereof, be 
repealed or be submitted to .a vote of the electors, the said meas
ure shall thereby.be p:revented from going into· operation. The 
council shall thereupon reconsider the said measure at its next 
regular meeting, and either repeal the same, or repeal the sec
tions thereof to which objection has been raised by the petition
ers, ot by aye and no vote l'eaffirm its adherence to the measure 
as passed. In the latter case the" council shall immediately order 
an election to· be held thereon, pending which the ordinance or 
resolution shall remain suspended. If a majority of the voters 
voting thereon are opposed to the measure, it shall not become 
effective; otherwise it shall go into effect immediately or on the 
date the.rein specified. 

Sec. 41. . Referendum Petitions. The requirements laid down 
in sections 34 and 35 above as to the formation of committees for 
the initiation of measures and as to the form of petitions and 
signature papers shall apply to the :referendum as far as possible, 
but with· such verbal changes as may be necessary. A ref eren-

. dum petition shall read as foUows: 

Referendum Petition 

pwposing the repeal of an ordinance ( or resolution, as the case 
may be) to (stating the purpose of the measure), a copy of which 
ordinance (or resolution) is hereto attached. The proposed re
peal is sponsored by the following committee of electors: 

Name Address 
1. _____________ ----------- --------------------------· 
2, ____ =·------------------ --------------------------· 
3,-------------------------4 _________________________ _ 

5._ ---------------- ------
The undersigned petitioners, understanding the nature of the 

measure hereto attached, and believing it to be detrimental to 
the welfare of the city, petition the council for its submission to 
a vote of the electors for their approval or disapproval. 

'• - -~ s - -~ ,.~.. , ~ ,,-,f 
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N'ame Address 
l, __________ ------ --- ---
2. _______ ,..... . ---------- --,... .-- -

------~---------------- etc. 

Sec. 42. Referendum Ballots. The ballots used in any ref er
endum election shall conform as nearly as possible to the rules 
laid' down in Section 38 of this charter for initiative ballots, 

Recall 

Sec. 43.. The Recall, Any fiv-e electors may form themselves 
into a committee for the pu1·pose of bringing about the recall of 
any elected officer -0f the city, and any five electors of any ward 
may form themselves into a committee for the purpose of bring
ing about the recall of any elected Q:fficer of that ward. The 
committee shall certify to the city clerk the name of the officer 
whose remQval is sought, a statement of the grounds for r.emoval 
in not more than two hundred and fifty words and their intention 
to bring · about his recall. A copy of this certificate shall be 
attached· to each signature paper and no signatm;e paper shall be 
put into circulation previous to such certification. 

Sec. 44. .Recall Petitions. The petition for the reca11 o:f any 
official shall consist of a certificate identical with that filed with 
the city clerk together with · all the signature papers and affi
davits thereto attached. All the signatures need not be on one 
signature paper, but the circulator of every such paper shall 
make an affidavit that each signature appended to the paper is 
the. genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to 
be. Each signature paper shall be in substantially the following 
form: · 

Recall Petition 
proposing the recall of_ _____________________________ from his 

office as ---------------------- ----------, which recall is 
sought for the reasons set forth in the attached certificate. This 
movement is sponsored by the following committee of electors: 

Name Address 
!, ________________________ _ 

2, ______ -----------------
3, _______________________ -
4. _________________________ _ 
5 __________ . _______________ _ 
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The undersigned electors; understanding the nature of the 
cha:rges against the officer herein sought to be recalled, desire · 
the holding of a recall election for that purpose. 
Name Address 
1 .. ------. -------------. --- ---------------------------
2. ___________________ ----- --------------------------· 3 ___ . ______ . ___ _ __________ _. _________ . __________ etc. 

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affi
davit of the circulator, mentioned above. 

Sec.. 45. Filing of Petition. Within thirty days after the 
filing of the original certificate, the committee shall file the com
pleted petition in the office of the city clerk. The city clerk shall 
ex.amine the same within the next :five days, and if he finds it 
u:regular in any way, or finds that the number of signers is less 
than twenty-five per cent of the total number of electors of the 
city or ward, as the case may be, who cast their votes at the last 
preceding regular municipal election for all candidates for the 

· office in question, he shall so notify one or more members· of the 
committee. The committee shall then be given ten days in which 
to :file additional signature papers and to cor1:ect the petition in 
all other respects~ but they may not change the statement of the 
grounds upon which the recall is sought. If at the end of that 
time the city clerk finds the petition still insufficient or frregular 
he shall notify all the members of the committee to that effect 
and shall file the petition in his office. No :fur.ther action shall 
be taken thereon. 

Sec. 46. Recall Election. If the petition or amended petition 
be found sufficient, the city clerk shall transmit it to the council 
without delay, and shall also officially notify the person sought 
to be recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of the pending 
action. The council shall at its next meeting, by motion, provide 
for the holding of a special recall election throughout the city or 
iu the ward in question, not less than thirty nor more than forty
five days thereafter, provided that if any other municipal elec
tion is to occur within sixty days after such meeting, the council 
may in its discretion provide for the holding of the recall election 
at that time. 

Sec. 47. Procedure at Recall Election. In the published call 
for the election, whether posted on bulletin boards or printed in 
the official paper, there shall be given the statement of the 
grounds for the recall and also, in not more than five hund1·ed 
words, the answer of the officer concerned in justification of his 
course in office. Candidates to succeed the officer to be recalled 



20 ALB'.0R'l' LEA OITY OFIARTER 

shall be nominated in the usual way, and the election shall he con
ducted as far as possible, in accordance with the usual procedure 

. in m1micipal elections. 
See~ 48. Form of Recall Ballot. Unless the officer whose re

moval is sought shall have resigned within ten days after the re
ceipt by the council of the completed recall petition, the form of 
the · ballot at such election shall be as near as may be; "Shall 
A ________________ }Je recalled from the office of _____________ _ 
_____ .,. ____________ ?" the name of the officer whose recall is 
sought being inserted in plac!'l of . A • ,and the electors shall be 
permitted to vote separately "Yes0 or "No" UPQn this question. 
The ballot shall also · contain the. names of the candidates to be 
voted upon to :fill tne vacancy; in case the recall is successfult 
under the caption: "Candidates to fill the place of A, if recalled." 
But the officer whose recall is sought shall not himself be a can
didate. upon such ballot. In· case a majority -0f those voting for 
and against .the recall of any official shall vote in favor of reca11-:. 
ing such official, he shall be thereby removed from office, and in 
that event, the candidate who receives the highest number of 
votes for his place shall be elected thereto for the remainder of 
the unexpired term. If the officer sought to be recalled shall 
have -resigned within te11 days after the 1•eceipt by the council of 
the completed recall petition, the form of ballot at the election 
shall be the same; as nearly as may be, as the form in use at a 
regular municipal election. 
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Chapter VI 
ADMINISTRATION OF CITY AFFAIRS 
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Sec. 49. The City Manager, The city manager sha11 be the 
chief administrative officer of the city, He shall be chosen by 
the council solely on the basis of his training, experience, and ad
ministrative qualincations. The choice shall not be limited to 
inhabitants of tlle city or state, but the person chosen shall be a 
citizen of the United States, The city manager shall be appointed 
for an indefinite period, and he shall be removab~e by the council 
at any time. If removed at any time after one year of service he 
inay demand written charges . and a public heating on the same 
before the council prior to the date on which his final removal 
shall take effect, but pending and c;luting such nearing the coun~ 
~ii may suspend him from office. During the suspension, absence, 
or disability of the city manager the duties of his office shall be 
performed by some properly qualified person designated by the 
council. 

Sec. 50. Powers and Duties of the City Manager. Subject 
. to the provision,,:;. of this cha.rter and any regulations consistent 
therewith which may be adopted by the council, the city manager 
shall control and direct the administration of the city's affairs. 
His powers and duties as city manager shall be: 

(a) To see that this charter and the laws, ordinances, and 
resolutions of the city are enforced; 

(b) To appoint and, except as herein provided, remove the 
city clerk, all heads of departments, and all subordinate officers 
and employees in the departments, all appointments to be upon . 
merit and fitness alone; 

( c) To exercise control over all departments and divisions of 
the city administration created by this charter or which may be 
hereafter created by the council; 

( d) To attend all meetings of the council, with the right to 
take part in the discussions but having no vote; but the council 
may at its discretion exclude him from meetings at which his 
removal is considered; 

(e) To recommend to the council for adoption such measures 
as he may deem necessary for the welfare of the people and the 
efficient administration of the city's affairs; 

(f) To keep the council fully advised as to the financial con
dition and needs of the city, and to prepare and to .submit to the 
council the apnual budget; 
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(g) To prepare and to submit to the council for adoption an 
administrative code inco1-porating the details of administrative 
procedure, and from time to time suggest amendments to the 
same; and 

(h) To perfoi'lll such other duties as may he prescribed by 
this charter or requil'ed of him by ordinance or resolutions 
adopted by the council. 

Sec. 51. Departments of Administration.. The council may 
create such departments, divisions, and bureaus for the adminis
tration of the city's affairs as may seem necessary, and from time 
to time alter the powers and organization of the same. It shall, 
in conjunction with the city manager, p1·epate a complete ad
ministative code for the· city and enact the same in the form of 
an -Ordinance, which may be amended from time to time by ordi
nance. 

Sec. 52, Subordinate Officers, There shall be a city clerk and 
such other officers subordinate to the city manager as the council 
may create by ordinance. The city clerk shall be subject to the 
direction of the city manager, and shall have such duties in con
nection with the keeping of the "PUbHc · records, the custody and 
disbursement of the public funds, and the general administl•ation 
of the city's affairs as shall be ordained by the council. He may 
be designated to act as secretary of the council, and also as treas
urer; The council may by ordinance abolish offices and employ
ments which have been created by ordinance, and, subject to the 
provisions of this charter, it may combine the duties of various 
offices as it may see :fit. 

Sec. 53. Purchases and Contracts. The city manager shall be 
· the chief purchasing agent of the city. All purchases on behalf 
of the city shall be made, and all contracts let by the city man
ager subject to the approval of the council. Such approval must 
be given in advance, whenever the amount of such purchase or 
contract exceeds :five hundred dollars. All contracts, bonds, and 
instruments of every kind to which the city shall be a party shall 
be signed by the mayor on behalf of the city as well as by the 
city manager, and shall be executed in the name of the city. 

Sec. 54. Contracts. How Let. In all cases of work to be done 
by contract, or of the purchase of personal property of any kind, 
where the amount involved is more than five hundred dollars, un
less the council shall by an emergency ordinance otherwise pro
vide, the city manager shall advertise for bids in such manner as 
may be designated by the council. Contracts of this magnitude 
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shall be let only by the council upon the recommendation of the 
city manager, and shall be let to the lowest·responsible bidder. 
The cpuncil may, however, 1·eject any and all bids. No.thing con
tained in this section shall prevent the council from contracting 
by tive.;.sevenths vote for the doing of work with patented pro
cesses, or from the purchasing of patented appliances by the 
same majority. Further regulations for the making of bids and 
the letting of contracts shall be made by ordinance, subject to 
the provisions of this charter. 
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Chapter VII 
TAXATION AND FINANCE 

Sec. 55. Cc;>uncil to Control Finances. The council shall have 
full authority over the :financial affairs of th<:l city, and shall pro
vide for the collection of all revenues and othe1· assets, the audit
ing and settlement of accounts, and the safekeeping and disburse
ment of public moneys, and in the exercise of a sound discretion 
shall make appropriations fo~ the payment of all liabilities and 
expenses; 

Sec. 56. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the city shall end 
each year on the thirty-first day of December, · 

See. 57. System of Taxation. Subject to the state constitu
tion, and except as forbidden· by it or by state legislation, the 
council shall have full power to provide by ordinance for· a system 
-Of local taxation and to change the same from time to time. In 
so far as the city procures a revenue from taxes upon real and 
personal property as such, it shall conform as fully as possible to 
the general state law as to the assessment of such property and 
th~ collection of such taxes. 

See. 58. Board of Equalization. The council shall constitute 
a board of equalization and shall meet such in the usual place 
for holding council meetings on the last Monday in June to equal
ize the assessments according to law. 

Sec. 59. Preparation of the Annual Budget. The city man
ager shall prepare the estimates for the annual budget. The 
estimates of expenditures shall be arranged for each department 
or division of the city under the following heads: (1) ordinary 
expenses (for operation, maintenance, and repairs); and (2) cap
ital outlays (for new construction, new equipment, and all im
provements of a lasting character) . Ordinary expenses shall be 
subdivided into: (a) salaries, with a list of all salaried offices 
and positions, with the salary allowance and the number of per~ 
sons holding each; (b) wages; (c) printing, advertising, tele
phone, telegraph, express charges, and other like items; (d) sup
plies and repairs, with sufficient detail to be readily understood. 
All increases and decreases shall be clearly shown. In parallel 
columns shall be shown the amounts granted and the amounts 
expended under similar heads for the past two completed fiscal 
years and, as far as possible, for the current year. In addition 
to the estimates of expenditures1 the estimates shall include a 
statement of the revenues which have accrued for the past two 
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com:pleted fiscal years1 with the amounts collected and the un
collected balances, together with the same information, as far as 
possible, for the cttrrent fiscal year; and an estimate of the reve
nues for the ensuing fiscal year. The statement of revenues fo:r 
each year shall specify the iollowing items: sums derived from 
(a) taxation, (b) fees1 (c) fines, (d) interests, (e) miscellaneous, 
not included in the foregoing, (f) sales and rentals, (g) opera
tion of public utilities, (h) spedal assessments, and (i) sales of 
bonds and . other obligation. Such estimates shall be printed 
o:r typewi·itten~ and there shall be at least twelve copies, one for 
each member of the council, one for the city manager, one for 

· the· city clerk, and three· at least. to be posted in public places in 
. the city. The estimates shaU be submitted to• the council at its 
regular monthly meeting in. August. and shall be made public. 
The city manager may submit with the estimates such explana~ 
tory st.atement or statements as he may deem necessary, and 
during the :first three years under this charter he shall be author
ized to interpret the :requirements of · this section as requiring 
only such compaiisons of the city's :finances with those of the 
previous government of the city as may be feasible and pertinent. 

Sec. 60. Passage of the Budget. The budget shall be the 
principal item of business· at the regular monthly meeting of the 
council in August, and the council shall hold adjourned meetings 
from time to time until all the estimates have been considered. 
The meetings shall be so conducted as to give interested citizens 
a reasonable amount of time in which to be heard, and an oppor
tunity to ask such questions as may seem pertinent to them. The 
budget estimates s·hall be read in full, and the city manager shall 
explain the various items thereof as fully as may be deemed 
necessary by the council. The annual budget finally agreed opon 
shali be a resolution setting forth in detail the complete financial 
project oi the city for the ensuing fiscal year. It shall indicate 
the sums to be raised and from what sources, and the sums to be 
spent and for what purposes, according to the plan indicated in 
section 59. The total sum appropriated shall be less than the 
total estimated revenue by a safe margin. The council shall 
adopt the budget resolution not later than the first day in Oc
tober. 

Sec. 61. Enforcement of the Budget. It shall be the duty of 
the city manager to enforce strictly the provisions of the budget. 
He shall not approve any order upon the city treasurer for any 
expenditure unless an appropriation has been made in the budget, 
nor for any expenditure covered by the budget unless there is a 
sufficient unexpended balance left after deducting the total past 
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expenditures and the sum of all outstanding orde1's and encum
brances, No officer or employee of the city shall place any or
ders or make any pm..·chases except for the purposes and to the 
amounts authorized in the budget. Any obligation incurred by 
any person in the employ of the city for any purpose not author
ized in the budget or for any amount in excess of the amount 
therein authoi:ized shall be a personal obligation upon the person 
incurring the expenditure. 

Sec. 62. Alterations in the Budget. After the budget shall 
have been duly adopted, the council shall not have power to in
crease the amounts therein fixed, whether by the insertion of new 
items or otherwise, beyond the estimated revenues, unless the 
actual receipts shall exceed such estimates, and in that event not 
byond such actual receipts. The sums fixed in the budget shall 
be and become appropriated at the beginning of the :fiscal year 
for the several purposes named therein and no othet. The council 
may at any time, by a 1•esolution · passed by a five-sevenths vote, 
reduce salaries or the .sums apptopriated for any other purpose, 
or authorize. the tmnsfer of sums from unexpended balances to 
other purposes. · 

· Sec~ 63. Levy and Collection of Taxes, On or before the first 
of October each year the council shall levy by resolution the taxes 
necessary to meet the requirements of the budget for the ensuing 
fiscal year. The city clerk shall transmit to the county auditor 
annually, not later than the tenth of October, a statement of all 
the taxes levied, and such taxes shall be collected and the pay
ment thereof be enforced with a:p.d in like manner as state and 
county taxes. No tax shall be invalid by reason of any inform
ality in the manner of levying the same, nor because the amount 
levied shall exceed the amount required to be raised for the 
special purposes for which the same is levied, but in that case the 
surplus shall go into the fund to which such tax belongs. 

Sec. 64. Tax Settlement With County Treasurer. The city 
treasurer shall see to it that all moneys in the county treasury 
belonging to. the city are promptly turned over to the city accord
ing to law, 

Sec. 65. Disbursements. How Made. All disbursements 
shall be made only upon the order of the mayor and city man
ager, duly authorized by a resolution of the council, and every 
such resolution and order shall specify the purpose for which the 
disbursement is made, and indicate that it is to be paid out of the 
proper fund. Each such order shall be directed to the treasurer, 
and the latter shall issue a check payable to the order of the 

J 
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person in whose favor the order was drawn. The treasurer shall 
issue no check upon any city funds except upon such order. But 
no such order or check shall be issued until there is money to the 
credit of the fund out of which it is to he paid, sufficient to pay 
the same together with all then outstanding encumbrances upon 
such fund. Any order or resolution for the payment of money 
violating any provision of this section shall be void, and any 
office1• of the city violating any provision of this section shall be 
personally. responsible for the amount of such payment, if any 
such payment is made contrary to the provisions hereof. No 
contract requiring the payment of money by the city shall be 
valid unle.ss the particular fund out of which the same is to be 
paid is specified in such contract. No claim against the city shall 
be allowed unless accompanied by an itemized·.bm and voucher, 
payroll, or time sheet·signed by the responsible officer who has 
personal knowledge of the facts in the case and vouches for the 
correctness and reasonableness of the claim. The council may by 
ordinance niake further regulations for the safekeeping and dis
bursement of the city's funds. 

Sec. 66~ Funds to Be l<iept. There shall be maintained in the 
city treasury the following funds for the support of which the 
council may levy taxes: 

(a) A sinking fund for the purchase, or payment when due, of 
any bonds or any debt of the city and to pay the interest on all 
bonds and other obligations of the city. The council shall levy 
an annual tax sufficient to meet all obligations against this fund 
when due, unless otherwise provided for. By and with the con
sent of the council the Sinking Fund Commission shall invest the 
sinking fund in bonds or certificates of the United States, bonds 
or certificates of this state, or bonds of any other state of the 
United States, bonds of any city in the state of Minnesota, in 
such county or school bonds of Minnesota as may be approved by 
the council, or in such other bonds as are permitted for the in
vestment of the permanent school fund of the state of Minne
sota. In case the sinking fund be invested in bonds of the city 
such bonds shall not be cancelled but shall be held by the Sinking 
Fund Commission and the interest thereon paid over and applied 
to the increase of the sinking fund. Whenever the principal of 
any of the bonds of the city shall become due the Sinking, Fund 
Commission shall, with the consent of the council, dispose of such 
of the bonds belonging to the sinking fund as, with the money on 
hand belonging to the sinking fund, shall be necessary to pay the 
bonds so becoming due. 
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(b) An inte:t'est fund for which there shall be levied a sum 
sufficient for the payment of the interest to become due during 
the next :fiscal year upon bonds and. debts of the city, and out of 
this fund such interest only shall be paid. 

(c) A sinking fund fo:r the purchase, or payment when due, 
of any bonds or any other funded debt of the city. 

(d). A public utility fund or funds for the acquisition, con
struction,. extension, maintenance, and operation of any public 
utility owned or operated by the city, including the payment o:f 
the interest on any.bonds 01y other idebtedness which may be a 
lien upon :;men utility, There shall be paid into this fund all 
moneys derived from the sale of bonds issued on account of any 
utility, and from the operation of such utility, and from the sale 
of any property acquired fot, or used in connection with, any 
such utility. There shall be paid out of this fund the cost of the 
purchase, construction, extension, operation, maintenance, and 
;repair of su~h utility, including the interest upon all bonds or 
other indebtedness which may be a lien upon such utility. Any 
surplus in said fund may be used for the purchase of any bonds 
or certificates of indebtedness issued against said utility, and for 
the pa,yment 9:f suchhonds or other indebtedness upon their ma;. 
turity. Separate funds and accounts shall be kept for each such 
utility operated separately, and in case two or more utilities are 
operated together the funds and accounts shall be kept separate 
as far as practicable. 

(e) A general fund for the support of such other funds and 
for the payment of such expenses. of the city as the council may 
deem pl'oper. Into this fund shall be paid all moneys not herein 
provided to be paid into any other fund. 

(f) · A permanent improvement revolving fund, which shall 
not be supported by general taxation. There shall be paid into 
this fund moneys received from special assessments levied for 
local improvements. The council may by resolution determine 
the aggregate amount of the assessments for lo'calimprovements 
which, in its judgment, shall be e:x:tended for payment, as is pro
vided h1 chapter 8 of this charter. The council may order the 
issuance and sale of bonds representing such aggregate sum, 
which shall entitle the holder thereof to demand and receive from 
the city of Albert Lea upon the surrender of such bonds to the 
treasurer on or after the date of payment thereof, the amount of 
money named therein to be paid, with the rate of interest stipu
lated to be paid thereon to the due date thereof and not after 
such date. Such bonds may be issued in such amounts and be-
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come due on such dates as the couri.cil may determine, subject to 
the provisions of section 70. The proceeds of the sale of said 
bonds shall be paid in to the permanent improvement revolving 
fund. The council roayr in its. discretion, either sell said bonds 
direct to investors, or may contract for the sale of all such bonds 
as may be issued during any calendar year-. No sale of such 
bonds, by contract, shall be made except after advertising for 
bids,· at least one week prior to sale and such sales shall be made 
to the highest responsible bidder. Bids may be asked on the 
basis of a rate of interest specified in the proposals and on the 
net interest basis on which the bidder will pay par for the same. 

Sec. 67'~ Receipts to Go to. City Treasurer. All receipts ot 
money belonging to the city, or any branch thereof, excepting 
only those funds collected by the county treasurer, shall be paid 
in to the city treasurer by the person authorized to receive the 
same at the close of each business day. All such moneys, and 
also all moneys received upon tax settlements from the county 
treasurer, shall be deposited as soon as received in a bank or 
banks approved by the city council. Any person in the employ 
of the city guilty of a violation of this provision shall be liable to 
be J;educed in rank and salary or to be dismissed from his office 
of position; as the council may determine after a hearing. 

Sec. 68. Accounts and Repol'is. The city manager shall be 
the chief accounting officer of the city and of every brancli there
of, and the council may prescribe and enforce proper accounting 
methods; forms, blanks, and other devices consistent with the 
law, this charter, and the ordinances in accord with it. He shall 
submit to the council a statement each month showing the 
amount of money in the custody of the city treasurer, the status 
of all funds, the amount spent or chargeable against each of the 
annual budget allowances and the balances left in each, and such 
other information relative to the finances of the city as the coun
cil may 1·equire. Once each year, on or before the last day of 
January, the city manager shall submit a report to the council 
covering the entire nnancial operations of the city for the past 
year. This report shall show the actual total receipts and actual 
total expenditures, omitting duplications, and stating the cash 
balance at the beginning of the last fiscal year and at the close; 
the total outlays for operation and maintenance, and the total 
capital outlays; the condition of each of the funds; the total re
ceipts by sources and the total expenditures by general purposes ; 
the total outstanding bonds and debts of the city, when due, the 
amount of new bonds issued and the amount redeemed, the inter
est rate of each; the condition of all the annual budget allow-
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ances ; and ah inventory of all the property owned by the city; 
and such further fafo1mation as the council may request, and as 
the council and other city officials and the taxpayers should have. 

Sec. 69. Bonded Debt and Debt Limit. In addition to a11 the 
powers in respect to borrowing, and .with reference to the issu
ance of bonds and certificates of indebtedness specifically or im
pliedly granted by this charter, and any amendments thereto, 
the city of Albert Lea shall have all the powers in reference to 
these subject matters authorized for cities of the same class by 
Chapter 10 of the General Statutes of Minnesota of 1923 and the 
acts of the legislature amendatory thereof and supplementary 
thereto. ~he City shall also have the power, any provisions of 
this charter to the contrary notwithstanding, to issue and sell its 
bonds to the state of Minnesota, and to comply with all provisions 
of law relative to loans to municipalities from the permanent 
state :funds. 

No bonds shall ever be issued to pay current expenses or to 
refund certificates of indebtedness issued to p1·ovide for tempor
ary deficiencies in the revenues to cover current expenses; but 
bonds may be issued by a.five-sevenths vote of the council, sub
ject to the referendum powers o:f the people, as defined in Sec
tions 81 to 33, and Sections 40 to 42, both inclu~ive, of this char
ter, for the purchase of real estate, for new construction, for new 
equipment, and for all improvements of a lasting character, in
cluding public utilities. The total bonded debt of the city shall 
never exceed ten per cent of the last assessed valuation of the 
taxable property thel'ein, including moneys and credits; but in 
computing the total bonded debt, certificates of indebtedness or 
bonds issued before or after the adoption of this charter shall not 
be included or counted if (1) held in a sinking fund maintained 
by such city i or (2) issued for the acquisition, equipment, pur
chase, construction, maintenance, extension, enlargement, or im
provement of street railways, telegraph or telephone lines, water, 
lighting, heat and power plants, or either, or any other public con
venienpe from which a revenue is or may be derived, owned and 
operated by such city, or the acquisition of property needed in 
connection therewith, or for the construction of public drainage 
ditches or the acquisition of lands for, · or for the imptovement 
of streets, patks, or other public imptovements, to the extent that 
they are payable from the proceeds of assessments levied upon 
property especially benefited by such ditches or improvements ; 
or (3) issued for the creation or maintenance of a permanent im
provement revolving fund; or (4) for the purpose of anticipating 
the collection of general taxes for the year in which issued. 
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Sec. 70. Form and Repayment of Bonds. AU bonds issued by 
the city shall be in regular numbered se1ies, As nearly as prac
ticable1 an equal amount of each series shall fall due each year. 
No bonds shall be issued to runfor a longer term than the reason
able life expectancy of the property or improvement for which 
the bonds are authorized, as ascertained and set forth in the 
ordinance authorizing such bonds, and in no case shall bonds be 
issued · to run for more than thirty years. The purposes for 
which bonds are authorized shall be set forth in the ordinance 
authodzing them, · and the proceeds from such bonds shall not be· 
diverted to any other purpose. It shall be the duty of the city 
manager to include jn his estimates each year a sum or sums 
amply sufficient to pay the principal of, and the interest on, any 
bonds which are to fall due in the coming fiscal year, and another 
sum sufficient to pay the interest for the same year on the bonds 
which will .be still outstanding. It shall be the duty of the coun
cil, enforceable by mandamus upon the suit of any bondholder 
or taxpayer; to include such sum or sums as may be necessary 
for this purpose in the annual budget which it passes. 

Sec. 71. Emergency Debt Certificate$. If in any year the 
. receipts from taxes or other sources should, from some unfore
.. seen cause, become insufficient for the ordinary expenses of the 

city, or if any calamity or other public emergency should subject 
the city to the necessity of making extraordinary expenditures, 
then the council may authorize\ the sale by the city treasurer of 
emergency debt certificates to run not to exceed one year and to 
beat interest at six per cent per annum. A tax sufficient to re
deem all such certificates at maturity shall be levied as part of 
the budget of the following year. The authorization of an issue 
of such emergency debt certificates shall take the form of an 
ordinace approved by five-sevenths of the members of the coun
cil; the ordinance may, if deemed necessary, be passed as an 
smergency ordinance, 

Sec. 72. Bonds Outside the Debt Limit. Subject to the refer
endum powers of the voters, the council may issue bonds for legal 
purposes outside of the debt limit, subject to the follownig limita
tions as t.o the total amount which may be outstanding at any 
time: (a) for extending, enlarging, or improving water and light
ing and heat and powe1~ plants, or either, or other revenue-pro-

. ducing public utilities of whatever nature, owned and operated by 
the city, or of acquiring property needed in connection there
with, not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars; (b) for public 
improvements payable from special assessments, without limit 
as to amount. 
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Chapter VIII 
m.JBLIO IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

Sec~ 73. The City Plan. The city council shall, with the as
sistance o:f the city manager and, 1f desired, of an advisory city 
planning commission, prepare and adopt a complete plan for the 
future physical development of the city. Such plan may be al
tered from time to time. It may include provisions for zoning, 

· for the platting and development of new areas, for the planning 
and location of public works of art, public buildings, parks, play
grounds, harbors, bridges~ transportation lines, and other public 
facilities, and for the laying out, grading and improving of 
streets and public places, as well as for all other matters which 
may seem essential to such a plan. 

Sec. 74. Enforcement of City Plan. The council shall have 
all necessary power, acting through the city manager, to enforce 
complete adherence by .all persons to the plan adopted as pro
vided above. The city manager. shall report to the council all 
departures from the city plan by individuals or corporations. 

Sec. 75. Power to Make Improvements and Levy Assess
n1ents. The city of.AlbertLea shall have the power to make··any 
and every type of public improvement not forbidden by the laws 
of this state, and to levy special assessments for all such as are 
or a local character, such special assessments to be levied against 
each lot or other unit of property separately as the same may be 
platted or subdivided. The amounts assessed to benefited prop
erty to pay for local improvements may equal the cost of the im
pro,rement with interest until paid, but shall in no case exceed 
the value of the benefits received by such property. No levy of 
special assessments shall be deemed invalid by reason of the fact 
that the total amount of such assessments shall exceed the actual 
cost of the improvement, but in case there shall be any excess of 
assessments over actual cost, the city council shall have the 
power, and it shall be its duty, to provide for a pto-!rata return 
or 1·emissio11 of such excess assessments to the persons who are 
by law entitled to the same. All improvements to be paid for by 
special assessment against the benefited property shall be insti
tuted by petition, as hereinafter set forth. Upon the written re
quest of not less than twenty~five per cent in number and interest 
of the affected resident property owners, the city council, if it 
deems such public improvement advisable, shall direct the city 
manager to prepare an estimate of the cost of the proposed im
provements, and also a petition in proper form, containing such 
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estimate, which shall be set forth both in unit prices and in total 
thereof. such petition so prepared· shall be used for circulation 
among the affected resident p1·operty owners, and when signed by 
a majority in number and interest o:f such resident owners, may 
be presep,ted to the city council as a J)etition for such improve
ment; Theteupon it shall be the duty of the city council to pro
ceed within one year to make such improvement, provided, how
ever, that no contract therefor shall be let in the event the con
tract price exceeds the estimated cost made by the city manager 
as hereinbef ore prescribed. A new petition, following the pro
cedure het·ein tirescribed, may be filed at any time. All improve
tnents of a temporary character, such as street sprinkling, shall 
be made onl'y upon petition, $igned by a majority in number and 
interest of the affected property owners. Assessments therefor 
shall be pro rated per front foot of property abutting on said im
provement. Petition8' therefor shall cover only the calendar year 
in which they are presented . 

. Sec. 76. · Local Imp1·ovements Regulations. After. this char
ter takes effect local improvements shall continue for the time 
being to be made as far as possible according to the charter pro
visions and Jaws previously applicable thereto, and tne council is 
hereby- authorized to adopt and to put foto effect in the city of 
.Afbert Lea any general law of the state applicable to local im-

. provements of any type and the levying of assessments therefor, 
provided that the same does not violate the provisions of this 
charter. As soon as possible, however, the council shall prepare 
and adopt a complete ordinance covering every type of public im
provement, and when this ordinance takes effect it shall, subject 
to the provisions of Section 75 of this charter, supplant other 
provisions of law or of the previous city charter upon the same 
subject. It may be amended from time to time as other ordi
nances. It shall classify public improvements into three groups, 
as follows: first, those which shall be constructed or provided en
tirely from the general revenues of the city; second, those which 
shall be constructed or provided partly from general revenues 
and partly from special assessments; and third, those which shall 
be constructed or provided entirely by special assessments. The 
second class may be further subdivided. The ordinance shall pro
vide a complete working code, covering the determination of 
assessments and assessment districts, public hearing, appeals 
from assessments and the trial thereof, reassessments, the 
spreading and the collection of assessments along with other 
taxes or otherwise, penalties for delinquency in making pay
ments, and all other matters appropriate to the subject of local 
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improvements and assessments. After the passage of such ordi
nance, all resol11tions providing. for public improvements shall 
conform to the regulations laid down in such ordinance and· con
tained in thfa ~harter. 

Sec .. 77. Public Works. How Performed. Public works, in
cluding all local improvements, may be const1·ucted, extended, re
paired, and maintained either directly by day labor or by con.:. 
ttact. The city shall require contractors to give bonds for the 
protection of the city, the employees; and m:;i.te:rialmen. 
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Chapter IX 
EMINENT DOl\WN 
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Sec. 78. Power to Acquire Property. The eity of Albert Lea 
is hereby empowered to aequire, by purchase, gift, devise, or ,eon-. 
· demnation, any property, corporeal or incorporeal, either within 
or without its corpotate boundaries, which may be needed by said 
city for any public use or purpose. In addition to the power to 
aequire property for other public purposes, the .city may also ac
quire, as herein provided, any gas, water, heat1 power, light, tele
phone, or other plant, or other public utility, but no :proceedings 
toacquire any such public titility shall be consummated unless 
the city has the money in its treasury to pay for the same or has 
by vote of the people made p~·ovision for paying for the property 
proposed to be acquired. Easements for slopes, :fills, sewers, 
building lines, poles, wires, pipes, and conduits for water, gas, 
heat, and power, and for other public purposes, may be acquired 
by gift, devise, :purchase, or condemnation in the manner pro
vided by law. 

Sec~ 79. Proce~dingsJn Taking Property. The necessity for 
the taking of any property by the city shall be determined by the 
council and shall be declared by a resolution which shall describe 
such :property as nearly as may be and state the use to which it is 
to be devoted. The acquisition of such property may be accom
plished by proceedings at law, as in taking land for public use 
by right of eminent domain according to the laws of this state, 
except as otherwise provided in- this charter. 

Sec. 80. Paymenf. of Award. Whenever an award of damages 
shall be confirmed in any proceeding for the taking of property 
under this chapter, or whenever the court shall render final judg
ment in· any appeal from any such award, and the time for aban
doning such proceedings by the city shall have expired, the city 
shall be bound toT and shall, within sixty days of such final de
termination, pay the amount of the award with interest thereon 
at the rate of six per cent per annum from the date of the con .. 
firmation of the award or judgment of the court, as the case may 
be; and if not so paid, judgment therefor may be had against the 
city. 

Sec. 81. City May Abandon Proceedings. The city may, by 
resolution of the council at any stage of the condemnation pro
ceedings, or at any time within thirty days after any commis
sioners appointed by the court hereunder shall have filed their 
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report with the clerk o:f court, or in case of an appeal to the dis
trict or supreme court at any time within thirty days after final 
determination thereof, abandon such proceedings as to all or any 
parcelOf the property sought to be acquired and shall pay all 
costs thereof. 

See. 82. City Ma,y Take Entire Plant. In case the city shall 
condemn a public utility which is operated at the time of the 
commencement of condemnation proceedings as one. property or 
one system, it shall not be necessary in such condemnation pro
ceedings or any of the proceedings of the council, to describe or 
treat separately the different kinds of prope:i;ty composing such 
system, hut. all of the property, lands, articles, :franchises, and 
rights which. enter into and go to make up such system maY1 un
less othe1-wise ordered by the court, be treated together as con
stituting one property and an award foi' the whole property in 
one lump surn may be made by the commissioners. on condemna
tion ot· other body assessing the damages. But this shall not pre~ 
vent the city: in cases where the plant and property is separable 
into distinct parts, from taking only such part or parts thereof 
as may be necessary in the public interests. 
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FRANCHISES 

- - --

87 

Sec. 83. Franchises Defined, The word "franchise" as used 
in this chapter shall be construed to mean any special privilege 
g).>anted to any person, co~partnership, or corporation, in, over, 

. upon, or under any of the highways or public places of the city, 
whether such privilege has heretofore been granted by it or by 
the state of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be granted by the city 
01• by the state of Minnesota. 

Sec. 84. Franchise Ordinances. The council may grant fran
chises by ordinance adopted by. a five-sevenths vote, but in no 
ca;se shall a franchise be granted by an emergency ordinance. 
Franchi'serights shall always be snbject to the superior right of 
the public to the use of streets and public places. All corpora
tions, co-partnerships, or other persons desiring to make an 
especially burdensome use of the streets or public places, incon
sistent with the public's right in such places, or desiring the 
privilege of -placing in, over, upon, o.r under any street or public 
place any permanent or semi-permanent fixtures for the purpose 
of constructing or operating street or other railways, or for tele
phoning, or telegraphing, or transmitting electricity, 01• trans
porting by pneumatic tubes, or fo:r fm·nishing to the city or its 
inhabitants or any portion thereof transportation facilities, 
water, light, heat, power, or any other public utility, or for any 
other purpose, shall be required to obtain a franchise before pro
ceeding to make such use of the streets or public places or before 
proceeding to place such fixtures in such places. 

Sec. 85. Publication of Franchises. Every ordinance grant
ing or extending any franchise shall contain all the terms and 
conditions of the franchise. A franchise shall be without any 
validity whatever until it has been accepted by the grantee, and 
until it has been given adequate publicjty, either by the publica
tion of the franchise verbatim in. the official paper of the city at 
least once a week for four successive weeks after its passage, or 
by the posting of authentic copies of the franchise upon bulletin 
boards in at least ten of the most public places in the city for a 
period of thirty days after its passage. Nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as in any way preventing the electors from ex
ercising their powers under the referendum to reject such fran
chise. 
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Sec, 86. Term of Franchises Limited. No perpetual fran
chise .shall ever be granted, nor shall any franchise be granted 
for a longe1,~ term than twenty-five yeai·s. 

Sec. 87. PQwer of Regulation Reserved. The city shall have 
the right and power to regulate and control the exercise by any 
~orporation,. co-paitnershipt or· person, of any franchise however 
acquired, and whether such franchise has been heretofore 
granted by it or by the state of Minnesota, or'. shall hereafter be 
granted by the city or by the state of Minnesota. 

Sec. 88. Regulation of Rates and Charges. All corporations, 
cQ'-partnerships, and persons exercising franchises in the city 
shall give coutteous, .efficient, and adequate service at reasonable 
rates. . A reasonable rate sliall be construed to be one which will, . 
with.· efficient management, normally yield, above all opetating 
expenses and depreciation; a fair :return upon all money honestly 
and efficiently invested in the plant and equipment used by the 
company in the public service within the city. This shall not be 
construed as a guarantee of a return and in no case shall there be 
any return upon franchise value. · Within these limits, the deter
mination of a maximum price or 1·ate to be charged by any com
pany for service rendered to the city or to any person or persons 
within the city shall be made, if possible, by direct negotiations 
between the company and·the council at public hearings. In case 
of failure to reach an agreement by this method, the council shall, 
not less than ~hirty days before the expiration of any existing 
rate schedule or agreement, appoint the city manager or some 
other expert as its representative; the company shall appoint a 
representative; and these two shall by mutual agreement select a 
third person, preferably an expert in valuation and rate-making, 
who shall together constitute a board of arbitration. This board 
shall report its findings as soon as possible and the rate, which it 
shall agree upon by a majority vote shall be the legal rate, sub
ject to revision by any court of competent jurisdiction. Schedules 
of rates thus fixed shall be as flexible as may be, and shall in no 
case fix a definite rate for a period of more than five years. The 
city and the company may, by mutual agreement, revise existing 
schedules of 1·ates at any time, proceeding in each case as pro
vided for the original fixing of the rates. 

Sec. 89. Conditions in Every Franchise. Every franchise 
which does not contain the provisions prescribed in this section 
shall be absolutely void and incapable of ratification by estoppel 
or otherwise. Every franchise shall contain the following pro
visions: 
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(a) That the grantee shall be subject to and will perform on 
its part all the terms of sections 83 to 90, inclusiv-e, as well as all 
other pertinent provisions of this charter. 

(b) That the grantee shall in no case claim or pretend to ex
ercise any power to fix fares, rates, and charges ; but that such 
fares, rates, and charges shall at all times be just, fair, and rea
sonable for the _services rendered, and shall in all cases be fixed 
and from time tp time changed in the manner provided in section 
88""of this c.'!J.arter. 

(c) That the council shall have the right to require reasonable 
e.."'ttensions of any public service system from time to time, and 
to make such rules and 1·egufations as may be required to secure 
adequate and p1·oper servic'e and to provide sufficient accommo
dations fo1• the public. 

( d) That the grantee shall not issue any capital stock on ac
count of the franchise or the value thereof, and that the grantee 
shall have no right to receive, upon condemnation proceedings 
brought by the city to acquire the public utility exercising such 
franchise, any return on account of the franchise or its value. 

(e) That no sale or lease of said franchise shall be effective 
tmtil the assignee or lessee shall have filed in the- office of the 
city clerk an instrument, duly executed, reciting the fact of such 
sale or lease, accepting the terms. of the franchise, and agreeing 
to perform all the conditions required of the grantee thereunder. 
The assignee or lessee shall also file a bond in such amount and 
with such conditions as the council may require, which bond shall 
run to the city as obligee, with sureties satisfactory to the coun
cil, and shall obligate the assignee or lessee to discharge all obli
gations and liabilities imposed by said franchise. 

(f) That every grant in said franchise contained of permis
sion for the erection of poles, masts, or other fixtures in the 
streets and for the attachment of wires thereto, or for the laying 
of tracks in, or of pipes or conduits under the streets or public 
places, or for the placing in the streets or other public places of 
any permanent or semi-permanent fixtures whatsoever, shall be 
subject to the conditions that the council shall hav-e the power to 
require such alterations therein, or relocation or rerouting there
of, as the council may at any time deem necessary for the safety, 
health, or convenience of the public, and particularly that it shall 
have the power to require the removal of poles, masts, and other 
fixtures bearing wires and the placing underground of all wires 
for whatsoever purpose used. 

(g) Every franchise and every extension or renewal of such 
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franchise, shall contain a provision for its acceptance in writing 
by the grantee within thitty days after its passage by the council 
nnd before ita f:lttb:mission to a vote of the people fo case of a ref
· erendum. No such franchise shall bebinding upon the city until 
its acceptance by the grantee. Such acceptance shall be con
strued to be an acceptance of, and consen.t to, all the terms, con
ditions, and limitations contained in the ordinance granting the 
franchise as well as of the provisions of this chatter, 
. · The violation by the holder of any franchise. of any of the 

ex.press provisions prescribed by this section shall be a sufficient 
cause for the forfeiture of the ftanchise by a resolution of the 
council .. 

Sec. 90. Further Provisions of Fr~nchises. The enumel'a
tion and specification of particular matters which must be in
cluded in every franchise or renewal or extension thereof, shall 
not be construed as impairing the. right of the city to insert in 
any such f:ranchise or renewal or extension thereof such other 
and further conditions and restrictions ~s the council may deem 
proper to. protect the city's interests; nor shall anything con
tained in this charter limit any right or power possessed by the 
city ov:er ezisting frat1chlses. 
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Chapter XI 
PUBLIC O'WNERSHIP AND· OPERATION OF UTILITIES 

Sec. 91. Acquisition and Operation of Utilities. The city 
shall have power to acquire public utilities as provided in chapter 
9 of this charter. The operation of all public utilities owned by 
.the city shall be undeJ.· the supervision of the city manager. 

Sec. 92 .. Rates and Finances.· Upon recommendations made 
by the city manager or upon its own motion the council shall have 
the power to nx all rates and cha'rges for water, light, heat, and 
all other utilities provided by plants owned by the city, but such 
rates and charges shall be just and reasonable. In like manner 
the ·council may prescribe the time and manner in which pay
ments for all .such services shall be made, and the manner in 
which water and electric current shall be computed or measured, 
whether by meter or flat rate, and make such other regulations 
as may be necessary, and may prescribe penalties for violations 
of such regulations. 

Sec. 93. Purchase in Bulk. The council may, in lieu of pro
viding for the local production of gas, electricity, water, and 
other utilities, purchase the same. in bulk and resell them to local 
consumers at such rates as it may fix. 

Sec. 94. City to Pay for Services. The council shall make a 
reasonable charge, based· on the cost of service, for lighting the 
streets and public buildings, or supplying heat, power, or any 
other utility, and a reasonable hydrant rental and other charges 
for supplying the city with water, and shall credit the same to 
the publicly owned utility supplying the service. Such rentals 
and other charges for light, heat, power, water, and other ser
vices, shall be collected in the same manner as from other con
immers, unless the council provides some other plan. 

Sec. 95. Lease of Plant. The council may, if the public inter
ests will be served thereby, contract with any responsible person, 
co-partnership, or corporation, for the operation of any utility 
owned by the city, upon ~mch rentals and conditions as it may 
deem necessary, but such contract shall be embodied in and let 
only by an ordinance approved by five-sevenths of the council 
and subject to popular referendum. In no case shall such con
tract be for a longer term than ten years. The contractor shall 
be subject as far as possible to the rules as to rates and service, 
and as to council control, laid down for the holders of franchises 
in chapter 10 of this charter. 
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Sec. 96. Public Utility. H<)w Sold. No public utility owned 
by the city, whether acquired prior to the adoption of this charter 
ot thereafter, shall be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city, 
unless the full terms of the proposition of said sale or other dis .. 
position thereof, together with the price to be paid therefor, shall 
have been embodied in an ordinance passed by a five-sevenths 
vote of the council in the usual way, and sub:mitted to the electors 
at a general or special election and approved by a majority vote 
of the electors voting thereon. 

[_ 

,. 
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Chapter XII 
MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

See~ 97. Official Publications. The council shall regulate by 
ordinance the manner in which official publicity sha11 be given 
to· the holding of elections,• to ordinances, resolutions, initiative, 

· refei-endum, and· recall. petitions, to requests for bids upon con
templated purchases and contracts, and to all other matters 
whatsoever which require publication either by the terms of this · 
charter or by the laws of Minnesota. Tt shall annually designate 
a newspaper of general circulation .in the city as the official paper 
in which shall be published such measu1·es and matters as are by 
the laws of this. state required to be so published, and such other 
matters as the council may deem it wise to have published in this 
manner. The council may in its discretion provide for the pub
lication of the annual budget, ordinances, resolutions, initiative, 
referendum,. and recall petitions, election notices, and such other 
measures and matters as it may deem wise by the posting of 
typewritten, mimeographed, or printed copies thereof upon at 
least ten bulletin boards located in the most public places of the 

···city) at important sttoot intersections,. at the fire station, the city 
hall, and so on, and for such 1>etiod of time as the council may 
direct in each case. If the latter method of publication is adopt
ed, the c.ouncil may provide that it shall be in lieu of other meth
ods of publication or in addition thereto at its option. Wherever 
in t~is charter there is a requirement of the publication of any 
nieasure or matter, it shall be understood that the . city council 
may designate the manner of such publication, subject to the 
options permitted by this section; but nothing herein contained 
shall be construed as authorizing or as attempting to authorize 
any violation of the constJtution or the statutes of the state in 
any matter which is of state concern or which is exclusively 
under state control. 

Sec. 98. Oath of Office. Every officer of the city shall, before 
entering upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe an oath 
of office. in substantially the following form: "I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) to support the constitution of the United 
States and of this state, and to discharge faithfully the duties 
devolving upon me as (mayor, or councilman, or city manager, 
etc.) of this city to the best of my judgment and ability.' 

Sec. 99. City Officers Not to Accept Favors or Contracts .. 
No officer or employee of the city shall solicit or receive any pay, 
commission, money, or thing of value, or derive any special bene-
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fit, profit, or advantage, from, or by reason of, any improvement, 
alteration, or repair required by authority of the city, or any 
contract to which the city shall be a party, except his lawful 
compensation or salary as such officer or emp1oyee, and except as 
he and his property may be benefited along with other persons 
and their property. No officer or employee of the city, except as 
otherwise provided in this charter, or by law, shall solicit, accept, 
or receive, directly or indirectly from any public utility corpora
tion or the owner of any public utility or franchise, any pass, 
frank, :free ticket, free service, 01· any other favor, upon terms 
more favorable than tho.se granted the public generally. A viola
tion of any of the provisions of this section shall disqualify the 
off ender from continuing in office or in the employment of. the 
city,. and he shall be removed therefrom. 

S~c. 100. Official Bonds. The city manager, the city clerk, 
and such other officers of the city as may be provided for by 
ordinance, shall each before entering upon the duties of their 
respective· offices, give bond to the city in such sum as may be 
:fixed by the council as an additional security for the faithful per
formance of their respective official duties and the safe-keeping 
of :the· public funds. Such bonds shall be approved by the city 
councfl and. shall be endorsed by. at least three members of . the 
council as having been so approved. They shall be filed with the 
secretary of the council. The provisions of the laws of the state 
relating to official bonds, not inconsistent with this charter, shall 
be complied with. The first city manager under this charter 
shall give bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, but the council 
may increase this sum at any time. 

Sec. 101. City Property Not Lost by Adverse Possession. 
No right, title, estate, or easement of the city in any property 
shall be lost by adverse possession or 9ccupancy, and no statute 
of limitations shall operate against the city in favor of any per
son occupying any public property or highway, whether such 
highway shall have been improved or not. 

Sec. 102. Sales of Real Property. No real property of the 
city shall be disposed of except by ordinance or resolution. The 
proceeds of any such sale shall be used as far as possible to retfre 
any outstanding• indebtedness incurred by the city in the pur
chase, construction, or improvement of this or othe1.~ property 
used for the same public purpose; but if there be no such out
standing indebtedness, then the council may by a resolution 
adopted by a five-sevenths vote designate some other public use 
for such proceeds . 

..._;;-; .~ ~ . 
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Sec. 103. Vacation of Streets. The city council shall have 
the sole and exclusive power to vacate or discontinue public 
grounds; streets, alleys, and highways within the city. No street 
or alley within the city shall be discontinued except by ordinance 
approved by a five-sevenths vote of the. council. A record of 
such vacation shall be made in the office of the Register of Deeds 
of the County, Nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
in any way preventing the electors from exercising their powers 
under the referendum to 1•eject such ordinance. 

See. 104. Dam.age Suits. No action shall be maintained 
against the .city on account of injuries or damages to persons or 
property, unless such action shall be commenced within one year 
from the occurrence of such _injury 01· damager nor unless notice 
shall have been given in writing to the city clerk within thirty 
days of the occurrence of such injm:y 01" damage, stating the 
time when and the specific place where, and the circumstances 
under which the same ·occurred, and that the person injured or 
damaged will cl~im damages of the city therefor. 

Sec. 105. Recovery of Judgment for Damages. If any judg
ment shall be recovered in any action against the city for any 
injury . or damage caused by any obstruction, excavation, open
ing, or defect in any street or alley or public ground caused or 
occasioned by the act or omission of any person or corporation, 
the city shall have the right to recover the amount of any such 
judgment from the person or corporation so responsible for such 
obstruction, excavation, opening, or defect; and such person or 
corporation is hereby declared to be liable to the city in the 
amount of such damages. 

Sec. 106. City to Succeed to Rights and Obligations of For
mer City. The city shall succeed to all the ptoperty, rights, and 
privileges, tt.nd shall be subject to all the legal ob1igations1 of the 
city under the former charter. 

Sec. 107. Present Officers to Hold Office Till When. The 
pi-esent officers of the city shall continue in their respective of
iices and functions, and shall continue to govern the city accord
ing to the cha1.-ter and laws in effect in the city at the time of the 
adoption of this proposed cha:l'ter 1mtil the first Monday in Janu
ary, 1929. They shall make such :financial and other provisions 
for the fiscal year, 1929, as will serve to carry on the government 
until a government has been set up under t11is charter, and the 
present city council shall make provisions for the establishment 
of six wards of the city, to comply with provisions in chapter 2, 
section 7, and they shall make provisions for the election of the 
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tirst council .as provided for in chapter 4 of this charter. Pl'D-
vided that in case the council should fail to establish ward bound-
aries as aforesaid prior to the regular municipal election in 
November, 1928, tliert, .an:d in that case, the aldermen shall be 
elected from the following wards, to-wit: · 

Ffrst Ward .shall comprise all that territory in the city of 
Albert Lea lying north of the south line of Fountain Street as 
that line 111ns east to Fountain Lake and west to city limits. 

Second Ward shall comprise all that tetritory in the city of 
Albert Lea· lying west of Broadway, south of the sot1th line of 
Fountain Street and north·of the C. M. & St. P.R. R. track. 

Third Ward shall comprise all that territory in the city of 
Albert Lea lying west of 'Broadway and south of the C. M. & 
St. P. R, R. track. . 

Fourth Wa'fd shall comprise all that territory in the city of 
Albert· Lea lying not.th of Fountain Lake and north and east of 
Channel between Fountain and Albert Lea Lake, 

Fifth Ward shall comprise an that territory in the city of 
Albert Lea lying east of Broadway, north of Third Street and 
west of Channel. 

·Sixth Ward shall comprise all that terrlto1y ·In the city of 
Albert Lea lying east of Broadway and south of Third St. 

The council may, by ordinance, fix or change ward boundaries. 

Sec.108, Statutes Not Affected by Charter. All general laws 
and statutes of the sta.te applicable to all cities operating under 
home rule charters, or applicable to cities of the same class as the 
city of Albert Lea operating under home rule charters, and not 
inconsistent with the proyisions of this charter, shall apply to 
the city of Albert Lea,. and shall be construed as supplementary 
to the provisions of this charter. 

Sec. 109. Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordinances 
and regulations of the city in force when this charter takes effect, 
aud not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, are hereby con
tinued in full force and effect until amended or repealed. 

See. 110. Pending Condemnations and Assessments. Any 
condemnation or assessment proceeding in progress when this 
charter takes effect shall be continued and completed under the 
laws under which such proceedings were begun. All assessments 
made by the city prior to the time when this charter takes effect 
shall be collected and the lien thereof enforced in the same man
ner as if this charter had not been adopted. 

£> 
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Sec.111. · Ordinances· to Make Charter Effective . The Council 
is hereby empowered to, and· it· shall, by ordinance, make such 

. regulations as may be necessary to carry out and make effective 
the provisions of this charter. 

See. 112. The first city council elected under this charter 
shall have the power, and it shall be its duty to apfK1iut the first 
city manager under this charter as soon as possible after its 
111embers take office in January, 1929. Upon the ~ppointment of 
such :first city :manager the provisions of thfa chartei· shall go 
fully into effect, and aU officers and depart:rnents of the city shall 
thereafter be governed by its provisions. 

H. O. D.A;Y 
OCAR C. OLSON 
J. A.FARRY 
BERT SKINNER ,, 
JAMES C. NELSON 
C. L. BL'llli"T 
B. lY.t •. LOEFFLER 
J. O. PETERSON 
OSCARSUBBY 

· Ch'RIS1 BERTHELSON 
BALDOR KNATVOLD 
FRANKS. FAVILLE 
THOS. R. HJORT 
W. S. CAREY 
S. O. SIMONSON 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, County of Freeborn, City of Albert 
Lea, ss. 

WHEREAS, Upon application duly made to the district court 
of the County of Freeborn, in the Tenth Judicial District of the 
State of Minnesota, (the same being the judicial district in which 
the City of Albert Lea is situated), the Honorable Norman E. 
Peterson, judge of said court, did appoint a board of fifteen free
holders, who had been for the past five years immediately pre
ceding their appointment, qualified voters of said City of Albert 
Lea, to frame a charter for the government of said city, under 
and pursuant to chapter 351, of the General Laws of Minnesota 
for 1899, and the acts amendatorY thereof, which said board con
sisted of the following named persons, viz: 

Oscar Subby, B.,M. Loeffler, C. L. Blunt, Frank Faville, Bert 
Skinner, John Farry, W. S. Carey, T. H. Hjort, H. Ca1Toll Day, 
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James C. Nelson, Oscar C. Olson, S, 0. Simonson, J. O. Jeterson, 
H. Knatvold, and Christ Berthelson. 

AND WJtEREAS, Each .and all of said menibers of said board 
of freeholder1;1 duly accepted said appointment and entered upon 
the performance .of their duties, :and, duly organized by the elec
tion of a president and secretary, viz: Oscar Subby, president and 
B. M, Loeffler, .secretary, and did frame and sign the annexed 
and foregoing draft of a charter for the government of said City 
of Albert Lea. 

NOW THEREFORE, We, the undersigned, members of· said 
board of fifteen freeholdets, hereby sign, submit, present and re
turn to the n1ayor1 a,s. t:he cpief magistrate of the City of Albert 
Lea; the annexed ~nd f 01•egoing draft of said charter as the pro
posed charter of said, City of Albert, so framed and prepared by 
said board of freeholders ; and do hereby certify that the annexed 
and foregoing is the proposed charter of said city so :framed and 
prepared to be voted upon according to law. 

H.C.DAY 
OSCAR -C, OLSON 
J.A. FARRY 
BERT SKINNER 
JAMES C. NELSON 
C. L.BLUNT 
B. M. LOEFFLER 
J. O. PETERSON 
OSCAR SUBBY 
CHRIST BERTHELSON 
HALDOR KNATVOLD 
FRANK S. FAVILLE 
THOS. H. HJORT 
W. S. CAREY 
S. 0. SIMONSON 
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INDEX 
(Numbers refer to sections of charle1;) 

Accounts and reports-~----------~-----~--------------------------- 68 
Actions agaimit city, limitAtions of ant notice of daim _______________ 104 

Admfoistration of city affairs, chapter on---------------------------49-54 
Administrative code, prepal'ation n:J' ,-~----------------------------- 51 
Adverse possession, not to run agafost citY---------~---------------- 101 
Appropriations o:l: money, how made________________________________ 17 

Assessments, former assessments· continued, see Taxation and Finance_ 110 

:Boards and Commissions, Library, Parks, City Planning, Advisory, 
Health--- . -------------------- . ___ ------------ · ________ 6 

Equal~ati.on, :h?w. composed:.__________________________________ 5,7 
Planning com11n1ss1on ---------------~------------------------- '73 

. Sinking Fund• commission-------------------------------------- 66 

.Emi,d~--: . . . . . . 
Bonded debt· and debt limit__ .. _________________________________ 69 
Contractors with city to :furnish-------------------------------- 77 
Form and repayment of bonds1 term prescribed__________________ 70 
How issued ------------------------.------------------------66, 69 Offfoial bonds of city officers ___________________________________ 100 
Outside debt limit:,:..:_ __________ .., ________________________ ,______ '72 

Proceeds to go to proper :funds--------------------------------- 66 
Sale of, to provide revolving :fund----------------------------66 (f) 

Eoundaries-
Territory with, same as prior to adoption of charter______________ l Wards _______________________________________________ .. « ____ 107· 

Budget--

Alterations in ------------------------------------------------ 62 Bond payments and interest to be included______________________ 70 Enforcement by manager ______________________________________ 61 

Levy and collection of tmces to meet---------------------------- 63 
Passage of, by council----------------------------------------- 60 

· Preparation of annuaL________________________________________ 50 

Charter a public, act need not be pleaded or proven__________________ 4 

Construction of -0harter, not limited to powers specifically mentioned__ 3 

Contracts-
How let ___________________________________________________ _:53, 54 
Must state fund from. which .payment to be made________________ 65 
Not to be made with city officers_______________________________ 99 
Purchases, how made__________________________________________ 53 
With county or other municipalities~--------------------------- 2 
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(Numbers refer to sections of charter) 
Council-

Admitrlstrative code :prepared by, with manager__________________ 51 
Appointment ani;l creation of boards and commissions____________ 6 Budget, to :be passed hy_______________________________________ 60 
City p1an adopted. by,.. _______________ ,__________________________ 73 
Equalization, board of, composed of <io1mciL_____________________ 57 
Finances controlled by________________________________________ 55 
Improvements, authol'ity to make_______________________________ 75 
Interference with manage1·'s administration_____________________ 13 
Levy and collection of taxes hY-------------------------------- 73 
Meetings of, 1·egtilar and special_______________________________ 14 
Not to perlo1'm administrative work---------------------------- 5 
Procedure of -.,---------~-------------------------------------14-23 
Rule$ of procedure and quorum.,.------------------------------- 16 Secretary of, how selected...:.. __ .., _________________ _:______________ 15 
To exercise legislative and executive powers____________________ 5 
Vacancies, how filled-----:.~------------------------------'----- 9 

Councilmen--
Appointment to ftll vacancy _______________ ,.____________________ 9 
Compelled to .attend meetings, how_____________________________ 16 
Elected1 one from each of six wa1·ds____________________________ 7 
Making investigation into city affairs ___ ,.._______________________ 12 
No .councilman to be appointed manager, or hold incompatible office 8 
Not to hold :paid office or employment under eity________________ 8 
Provide :for audit of nccounts of city officers--------------------- 12 
.Serve without c;:ompensation, salaries___________________________ 11 
Vacancies; when deemed to exist.: ____ _-.; _______________________ .;. 9 
When to qualify______________________________________________ 9 

Damage suits, .notice of claim and limitation of ______________________ 104 

Dil-1bursements, how made..-----!.----------------------------------- 65 
Elections,, chapter ·on _____________ ,. ________________________________ 24-30 

Bonds, election authorizing;.. __________________________________ 69, 72 
Canvass of elections by cou11cil and statement thereof____________ 29 
Conduct of, regulated by ordinance_____________________________ 30 
Districts for ------------------------------------------------- 24 
Elective officers nominated by petition__________________________ 27 
Initiative petitions, subn1itted at general election, procedure______ 37 
Judges and clerks, how appointed------------------------------- 26 
Nominations, how made_______________________________________ 27 
Notice of, and election districts________________________________ 24 
Procedure at ---------------··--------------------------------- 30 
Recall elections, procedure-----------------------------------46, 47 
Referendum petitions, procedure_______________________________ 40 
Regular niunicipal -------------------------------------------- 24 
Special, ordered by resolution of counciL----------------------- 25 Utilities, sale of public ____________________________ ,..___________ 96 
Vacancy on council, filled bY----------------------------------- 9 

Emergency debt certificates________________________________________ 71 
Eminent domain, chapter on _______________________________________ 78-82 

Abandonment of proceedings----------------------------------- 81 
Award, payment of___________________________________________ 80 
Pending eondemnations and assessments ________________________ 110 
Plants may be acquired in entirety_____________________________ 82 
Power of city to acquire property______________________________ 78 

' r_,. l • 

➔ .. ~ ~ • ' \ • • , ..... : , ' ' .- i i 



i 

J 

INDEX 51 

(Numbers refer to sections of charter) 

Proceedings in taking prope1-ty --------------------------------- 79 
Equalization, board .of,.____________________________________________ 57 

Finances, -controlled b.y .counciL---'--------------------------------- 55 
Fiscal year· determined---------'----------------------------------- 56 
Franchises; chapter on ____________________________________________ 83-90 

Conditions requisite ------------------------------------------ 89 
Defined------------------------------------------------------- 83 

. Franchise ordinances ---------.,----------------~--------------84, 85 
Grant of, not emergency ordinances or resolutions_______________ 19 
Provisions which :may be added----------------.---'------------- 00 Publication of _____ _:__________________________________________ 85 

· Rates and ebarges,. regulation. of-__________________________ .;___ 88 
Regulative power reserved_ ______________________ ..,._____________ 87 

Term limited---------~--~--------~-----------------_: ________ 86 
Funds to, be 1cept ___ ., __________________________ .,___________________ 66 

General fund -------------------------------------'----------66 ( e) 
lnterest :fund ----------------'-.:.-----------------------------66 (bJ 
Permanent improvement revolving :fund-----------------------66 (f) Public utility fund _________________________________________ _._66 (d) 
Sinking fund __________ ,.. ______ ,.. _______________________ 66 (a),66 (cJ 

Government, form of, "Council-Manager Plan"-------------'--------- 5 
Heaith, board of, bow appointed------------------------------------ 6 

Improvements, .see 'Public Improvement~, ~tc. 
Indebtedness, Hmit of bonded---------------------~---------------- 6fJ 
Initiative, 1•eferendu:in, and recall, chapter on _______________________ 3l-48 

Action of council on initiative petition-------------------------- 37 
Expenditures by petitioners limited_____________________________ 32 
Filing of petitions and actions thereon__________________________ 36 
Filing of recall petition with clerlc, action thereon_______________ 45 
Initiation of charter amendments __________ .. ____________________ 3fJ 
Initiative of measures, committee for, requirements______________ 34 
Initiative l>allots, form of, majority required--------------------- 38 
Initiative :Petition, :form of and signature papers_________________ 35 
Insuffi<:ient petition, procedure on______________________________ 36 
Powers reserved by the peo].l•le_________________________________ 31 
Procedure at recall election____________________________________ 47 Recall ballot, form of. ____________ '" __________________ _: ________ ;_ 48 

Recall election, council to provide for--------------------------- 46 
Recall of elected officers, instituted by committee________________ 43 
Recall '.(letitions, form and requirements of______________________ 44 
Referendum ballots, form of, majority required__________________ 42 
Referendum of ordinances and resolutions, procedure____________ 40 
Referendum petitions, fol'm and 1•equirements___________________ 41 
Regulations for, to be provided by ordinance_____________________ 33 

Interferences with administration by manager_______________________ 13 
Investigations:. of eity affairs_______________________________________ 12 

Investments by Sinking Fund Commission-------------------------- 66 
Justices of the peace, election of___________________________________ 24 
Judgments for damages, ·recovery of _______________________________ 105 

Licenses, how ·granted------~-------------------------------------- 17 
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(Numbers refer to sections of charter) 
Manager-

Accounts and reports________________________________________ 68 
Appointment of first city manager ______________________________ 112 

:.Budget; prepared hY--~--------------,------------------------- 59 
Contracts shall be recommended bY----------------------------- 54 Enforcement of. budget by_____________________________________ 61 
How appointed, suspension oL--------------------------------- 49 Powers and duties____________________________________________ 50 
Preparation of administrative code by jointly ·with counciL------- 51 
Purchases shall be bY----------------------------------------- 53 Utilities ope:t.'ated by.,._________________________________________ 91 

Mayor, powers and duties------------------------------------------ 10 
Method of election of mayor _____ .;_____________________________ 7 
Salary ------- ___ . _ . _ . _ _ ________ . -~ ·--------------------·----- 10 
To make investjgations into city affairs_________________________ 12 

l\fil!cellaneous and transitory ptovisions, chapter on ________________ 97-112 

l\1ot1ons, see Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions. 
Municipal judges, election of _____ .,_________________________________ 24 

Name under former enactments and charter, retanied________________ l 
Nominations and elections, chapter on ________ .,.. ______________ ,:. ______ 24-30 

Form of nomination petition and requirell'ients ____ :. _________ '"---- 28 
Nomination of elective officers by petition ____ _:__________________ 27 

Oath -0:l! office, fonn and necessity of .. --""'"'------------~-e•---------- 98 

Officers-

Appointment by manager----------------~--------------------50, 52 
Duties-----------------------------~------------------------- 52 Elective, number, manner of election and tem,__________________ 7 
Not to accept favors or contracts_______________________________ 99 
Subordinate, ci·eation, abolition and control of___________________ 52 

Official publications, regulation of__________________________________ 97 
Ordinances, 1·esolutions and motions________________________________ 17 

Adoption by initiative proceedings______________________________ 38 
Alterations in budget by resolution _____ ,.._______________________ 62 
Amendment and repeal of ordinances and resolutions_____________ 23 
Annual budget, adopted by resolution___________________________ 60 
.Appropriation e>f money must be by ordinance___________________ 17 
Authorizing bonds, to state 11urpose _______ .,._____________________ 70 
Bonds, ordinance authorizing___________________________________ 71 
CharteJ.' to be made effective bY-------------------------------- 111 
Contracts, letting of 1·egulated by ordinance--------------------- 54 Code of administrative procedure _____________________________ 50 (g) 
Disbursements by 1·esolution of council, ordinance regulating_____ 65 
Elections, regulation of by ordinance ___________ ----------------- 30 
Emergency debt certificates, issued by ordinance_________________ 71 
Emergency ordinances and resolutions__________________________ 19 
Enforcement of, by managei•---------------------------------50 (a) 
Existing ordinances continued---------------------------------- 109 
Franchises granted by ordinance_______________________________ 84 
Imiprovements1 regulation by ordinances, ordered by resolution ___ 17, 76 
Initiation of, see Initiative,· Referendum and Recall. 
Initiative, referendum and recall, regulated by ordinance_________ 33 
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lNDEX 58 

(Numbers Tefe:r to sections of eharler) 

Licenses granted, property acquired, improvements ot·deied_______ 17 
Meetings of council, prescribed by ordinance or resolution________ 14 
Offices, creation of subol·dinate by ordinance____________________ 52 
Officia1 publications, Tegulation of _____ ,;.. ____________ ~---'-------- 97 
P1·ocedure at elections, regulated by ordinance___________________ 30 
-Procedure on ordinances--------------------------------------- 18 
Procedure on resolutions------------------------'--------------- 20 
'.Property acquired by resolution________________________________ .17 
Property by eondemriation, necessity for taking _ _; ______________ 78, 79 
Publicatiqn of ------------"------------..: ______________________ 18, 21 
Real property, sale of---"-'----.... --~----------------------------- 102 
Recall, see Initiative, referendum and -xecall. 
Reductions in sala1ies and approp1fations, by resolution---------- 62 
Referendum,. see Initiative, referendum and recall; Signing and publicatfon of ___________________ .. _________________ 21 

Special elections, called by resolution-------------------------- 25 
Suspension of, during proceedings for referendum_______________ 40 
Tax11tion, system of, provided by ordinance ___ ;._.,________________ 51 
Ta'Xes, levied and collected, by resolution-------:------------------ 63 Utilities, lease and sale of _______ ,, ____________________________ 95, 96 

Vacation of streets-------------------------------------------- 103 
When ordinances and resolutions take effect_____________________ 22 

Planning commission _.:,; .. __________________________________________ 73 

P-0,vers of city___________________________________________________ 2 

Discretionary, legislative a11d exeGutive vested in council_________ 5 
Exercised through manager to eontro1 administration____________ 5 
Re$erved by 1.)eople ..... -----------~~··------------------------ 31 

Present officers to hold office till when------------··----------------- 107 
Process, serving on eity____________________________________________ 10 

Public improvements and special assessments, chapter on ____________ '73-82 

Enforcement of city plan______________________________________ 74 
Petitions for improvement_____________________________________ 75 
Planning and zoning ________ -'-----------·,--------------------- 73 
Pow'er to make improvements and levy assessments _____________ 17, 75 
Regulations and classification__________________________________ 76 

Public ownership and operation of utilities, chapter on ______________ 91-96 
Acquisition and operation of___________________________________ 91 
dity to ipay for se1•vices---------------------------------------- 94 Lease of plant ________________________________________________ 95 

Purchase in bulk---------------------------------------------- 93 
Rates and finances-------------------------------------------- 92 
Sale of public utilitY------------------------------------------- 96 

Public utilities, power of city to acquire____________________________ 78 

Real property, sale oL------ -------------------------------------- 102 
Recall, see Initiative, referendum and recall, 
Referendum, see Initiative, refei;endum and -recall. 
Resolutions, see Ordinances, resolutions and motions. 
Salaries, mayor, eouneilmen, manager and employees________________ 11 
Sinking fund commission, appointment and powers-------------------6, 66 
Statutes not affected ,by charter ____________________________________ 108 
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(Numbers 1-e:fer to s(l{)tions of ,charter) 

Streets-
Damages caused by obstruction and defects ______________________ 105 
Vacation of· .;,;.:,._;__..;_ __ "" ___ .:. ... ~ .. ·-~------------------------------ 103 

Succession to :,:ights and obligations of former city __________________ 106 

Taxation and finances, chapter Oll----~-.,---------------------------55-72 
Accounts.and reports___________________________________________ 68 
Alterations in the budget-----------------'-:___________________ 62 Assessments for impro'\'ements _____ ,.: ______ _;____________________ '72 
Budget prepared by manager;_ ____ ,. _____________________ ._______ 59 

Controlled by council-------~-------·-------------------------· 55 
J])mergency debt certificates, issued when_.,.______________________ 71 
Di$butsements, how made _____ ,.._.; ___ '"-------------------------- 65 
Expenditu;res :must be included in budget------~----------------- 61 
Funds to b.e kept-----------·-~------.:.-..:_________________________ 66 Passage, of-. budget---------.!. __________________ ,. ___________ .,.___ 60 
:Prqc.eeds fromi taxes, how deposited,..____________________________ 67 
Tax settlement with county treasurer .. -------------------------- 64 

'l'reasurer
1 

to receive all ;receipt of money _____________ .,._____________ 67 

Utilities, see public- owne:rship and o);)<lration of. 
Vacation of streets ________________________________________________ 103 
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