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11,ill!am l,. \JcKnight was born on \ovemaer 11, 1887, on a :,outh Dakot~ farm, the son of 
pioneer .settlers; and 

In 1.9u7, \Ir. \!cKnight too!; a job as assistant bookKeeper with a tiny, Jtrugglin'.I 
sandpaper company in /Juluth, ,\Jinnesota, called \1!nne.~ota mning cind \1anufacturinq (now 
kno,~n as .1\,1) and retired 59 years later as chairman of the bt)ard of n global 
,,wlti-billion dollar company; and 

\Jr. \fcKnight n~loed re~cue 3\1 from an UJ\certain future in its earl, years and laid a 
.7roiP1d,rnrk for success based on diversified products, consistent quahtv, 
decentralized managernent arid employees' freedom to try rte" and innrivative ideas: and 

Tile ph(/anthmpy of tlle v!ci\niqnt Founuat!on, established in 1953, benefits the people 
l}f \Jinnesota throw1,i qenerol,lS contributions to human and .~ocia! services, health Qnd 
medical re.search, education, the visual •ind performing arts, conservation and 
recreati'm; 

\01~, Tfi EltErOR f.. I, Rudy Perpicti, Governor of the State of \linnesota, do hereby praclairr. the .secona 
"eek of ,\overnber to be 

1\-ILLIAM I.,, MCKNIGHT WEEK 

bl \linrte.sota, in /ronor ,,, tlle IOUtn ,inniversarv of His birth, 

1.'< M'f\f;ss \\l,'EREOV, I nave hereunto set 'ltY 
hand and caused the Great :iea! of tne State ol 
\l(nnesota to oe al/ited at the State C:1pitol 
tliis ti,.entielh day of C..ctober in the year of 
our Lor;J one thousand nine llt.llldred and eighty• 
~even, ana of tile :itate the o/\e hundred 

-----.:t_-1,eHty-ninth. 
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