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\'1idsummer has always been one of the most popular of s,~eden's festivals. ft is 
celebrated at the heiqht of the brilliant northern summer, at the time w'ien nature is 
at 'ter loveliest. ,l,Jidsummer celebrations used to be oarticu!ar!y lively in t'ie rural 
areas where larqe numbers of peorlle from ,ill walks Qf llfe assembled to enjoy 
themselves. In this way \Hdsummer 1~ empltasiz:ed as the .5pecia! festival ?f _vout:1 and 
lmppiness; and 

The central .wmbol Is the maypole, a t11ll flower bedecked m11st whi •11 is raised 
with great ce·remony. Shortly after noon 'ln Hidsummer Eve day pa•-mt.5 and children 
qatiter -:lround t'le may,io!e for old fashi'lned ring dances, and foter t:ie dances become 
mor.1 modern and tne voung people take Gver the eVP,rtfng's celebratitin: ,~nd 

One of the rnost cherished memories of ,widsummer in Sweden is from the Si:x:teent11 century 
1,·hen tile country was occup(ed l>y 0en,mrk; on !vlidswnrner Eve 1523 t/Je national liberator 
Gustav Vasa, subsequently lcrtown ns Gustavus C, entered Stockholm at the head of IJis 
Liberation forces: 

VOW, TffEHEfORE, C, Rudy Perpich, Governor of the Stnte Gf Winnesota, do hereby proclaim Vie Jwie 22 
tltrouqh June ,?R to be 

in Winnesota. 

SWEDES WEEK 

JV 1',-ff,VESS lfifEHE')F, I nave l1ereuntll Si>t ,ny 
11and nnd catJSed tne Great Sea! of the State of 
W!nnPsllt'l tll be affixed at the State Capito! 
this twenty-eighth day of \fay !11 tl1e year of 
our fArtl 1Jne tllQusand nine iumc/rad and e!q'1tv­
S('Ven, '2nd 11( the State t'1e one hundred 
twenty-nht'i, 
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