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OA-108-23 Buffalo 

BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Kenneth F. Sette 
Shirley J. Mfhellch 
John w. Carey 
Paul McAlplne 
Michelle Bogenrlef 

Chair 
Vice Chair 
Commissioner 
Ex-Officio Member 
Ex-Offlclo Member 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -
. IN THE MATTER OF THE JoiNT RESOLUTION > 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF BUFFALO AND THE TOWN) 
OF BUFFALO FOR THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION OF ) 
CERTAIN LAND TO THE CITY OF BUFFALO ) 
PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES 414 ) 

. . 

El ND I NG$ . Of EAQT 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND ORDER 

-·- ---;- - _,~ -- -- - - - - ·- - - - - - - - -- - ~ - - - - - ~ - - - - - -
The above-entitled matter came on for hearing before the Minnesota 

Mun I cl pal Board pursuant to Ml nnesota Statutes 414 on A.YgYst 2-Q, .19.86,. at 

Buffalo, Minnesota. The hearing was conducted by Terrence A. Merritt, 

Executive Director, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414.01, Subdivision 12. 

Also fn attendance were Kenneth F. Sette, Chair, Shirley J. Mlhel lch,· Vice 

Chair, and County. Commissioners Paul McAlplne and Mlchelle Bogenrlef, 

Ex-Off I c Io Members of the Board. . The CI ty_ of 81,1 ff al o appeared PY and through 

Paul Welngarden, City Attorney and the Town of Buffalo macfe no appearance. 

Testimony was heard and records and exhibits were received. 

After due and careful conslderatlon of all evidence,. together wJth 

al I records, f Iles and proceedings, the Minnesota Munlclpal .13oard hereby makes 

and files the followlng Findings of Fact, Concluslonsof Law, and Order. 

FINDINGS Of EACT 

1. That a Jo Int reso l ut I on for order I y .annexat I on was adopted by the 
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City of Buffalo and the Town of Buffalo and duly accepted by the Minnesota 

Municipal Board. 

2. A resolution was flied by one of the signatories to the Jofnt 

resolutlon, the.Clty of Buffalo, on May 30, 1986. The resolutlon contained 

a I I of the I ntormat I on requ r red by statute Inc I ud Ing a descr I pt I on of the · 

property subject to annexation, wh lch Is as fol lows; 

farce I . A: The North Ha I f of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 29, Township 120, Range 
25, Wright County., Minnesota. 

and 

Parcel B: The South Half of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 29, Township 120, Range 
25, Wright County, Minnesota. 

3. Due, tfmely and adequate legal notice of the hearfng was pub I I shed, 

served, and f I I Eld. 

4. The area subject to annexation Is unincorporated, within the orderly 

annexation agreement area, approximately 10 acres In sfze and abuts the City 

of Buffalo by approximately 15%. 

5. The area proposed for annexation Is not prime ag land. 

6. In 1970, the City o·f Buffalo's population was 3,275, Its popuJatlon 

ln 1980 was 4,560, and Its current population Is 4,911. It ts projected that 

tn f tve years the Ctty of Buffalo's popul at Ion wl 11 be 6,243. 

7. In 1970, the Town of Buffalo's populatlon was 1,236, Its populatfon 

In 1980 was 1 ;870, and lts current popul atfon Is 2,054. 

8. There are currently two resfdents In the area proposed for annexation. 

9. One half of the area proposed for annexation Is presently used for 

commerctal/restdentlal use and the remaining half Is agrtcultural land. 
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The proposed use of the agrlcultural land would be for an auction 

barn, whfch woufd be a planned unit development under the city's Land Use Plan. 

10. The City of Buffalo has a comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance, 

subdlvlslon regulations, offlclal map, capital Improvements program, fire 

code, Minnesota Building Code, Minnesota Plumbing Code, shoreland ordinance, 

floodplaln ordinance, sanitation ordinance, and an urban renewal program. 

11. The Town of Buffalo has a comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance, 

subdlvlsfon regulatlons, and an off lcfal map. 

12. The County of Wright has a comprehensive plah, zoning ordinance, 

subdlvlsfon'regulatlons. official map, fire code, Minnesota Bulldfng Code, 

Minnesota Plumbing Code, shoreland ordinance, floodplain ordinance, wild and 

scenic rivers ordinance, sanltatlon ordinance, human services program, and an 

~energy conservation program. 

13. The projected use of the land Is compatfble with city development 

pol lei es. 

14. If the planned unit development Is not approved, the area proposed 

for annexation would be zoned one half commercial and the remaining land 

agricultural. 

There are no plans for residential development In the annexation area. 

15. The City of Buffalo provides Its residents with water, sanftary 

sewer, storm sewer, sol Id waste col lectlon and disposal; fire protectlon, 

pol Ice protection, street Improvements, administrative services, recreational 

opportunftfes, health Inspection, and library services. 

16. The City of Buffalo presently provides the annexation area with fire 

protection, recreational opportunities, and library services. 
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17. If the area proposed for annexation ls annexed, the clty Is wllllng 

to provide It with all of the services It presently provides the resJdents of 

the City ·of Buffalo. 

Presently, sewer and water lines are approximately one mile west of 

the area proposed for annexation. The city Is wllllng to extend sewer and 

water to the area proposed for annexation. The clty antlclpates development 

occurrlng to the east of the present sewer and water llnes Into which It 

lntends to extend munlclpal servlces, thereby bringing the lines somewhat 

closer to the area proposed for annexation. 

18. The owner of the auction barn wlll need to comply with al I of the 

United States Department of Agriculture requ.lrements fo.r auction barns that 

sel I I lvestock. 

19. . Present water and sewer serv Ice for the rest dents_ l.n the._ area 

proposed for annexation Is by private well and septic system. 

20. The area proposed for annexation Is adjacent to a county road. 

21. In 1986, the City of Buffalo's mlll levy Is 28.369. 

22. In 1986, the Town of Buffalo's mfl I levy ts 9.869. 

23. The mill levy for Wrlght County Is 20.308. The mil I levy for the 

school district Is 54.907. 

24. The proposed annexatlon Is not anticipated to have any Impact on the 

schoo I d I str I ct. 

25. The City of Buffalo has a fire Insurance rating of 6. 

26. The Town of Buffalo does not have the abll lty to provide pub I le sewer 

and water to the area proposed for annexation. 

27. The Clty of Buffalo Is the only munlclpallty adjacent to the area 
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proposed for annexation. 

28. The Town of Buffalo can continue to function without undue hardship 

If the area proposed for annexation ts annexed. 

29. The annexation ts consistent with the Joint resolutton for orderly 

annexation between the Town of Buffalo and the City of Buffalo. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Minnesota Municipal Board duly acquired and now has JurtsdJctton 

of the within proceeding~ 

2. The area subject to annexation Ts now or ts about to become urban or 

suburban In nature and the annexing municipal lty fs capable of providing the 

services required by the area within a reasonable time. 

3. The existing township form of government ts not adequate to protect 

the pub I le healfh,- safety,'' and welfare- of the area proposed for annexation. 

4. The annexation would be In the best Interests of the area proposed 

for annexatfon. 

5. · The annexation. Is consistent with the terms of the Joint resolutfon 

for orderly .annexation. 

6. Three years wl 11 be required to effecttvely provide ful I municipal 

servfces to the annexed area or to comply with the terms and conditions of the 

orderly annexation agreement as It relates to the mill levy step up. 

7. An order should be Issued by the Minnesota Municipal Board annexing 

the area descrl~.~~.>,ti1~t~rn·/. 

ORD E R 

1. IT IS· HEREBY ORDERED:" That the property described herein In Findings 

of Fact 2 be, and the same hereby ls annexed to the City of Buffalo, Minnesota, 
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the same as ff ft had been orfglnally a part thereof. 

2. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: Tha:t the ml 11 levy of the Clty of Buffalo on 

the property herein ordered annexed shal I be Increased fn substantial ty equal 

proportions over a period of three years _to equal Jty with th~ m! 11 levy of the 

property a I ready w I th r n the c I ty. 

3. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the population of the City of Buffalo fs 

Increased by two persons. 

4. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the popu I at Ion of the Town of Buffalo Is 

decreased by two perso_ns. 

5. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date Of this order Is 

October 7, 1986. 

Dated this 7th day _or October, 1986. 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
165 Metro Square Bu 11 d r hg 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

~ -,· /J!J;i;IJ: 
Terrence A. d;tt 
Executive Director 

STATE OF ·MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENJ OF STATE 

FILED 
QCT 9 1986 
~~~ 

F~et..a11. pf State t 

"31,7"5 
1.1>. 


