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BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Kenneth F, Sette 
Shirley J. Mlhel lch 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR THE ) 
DETACHMENT OF CERTAIN LAND FROM THE ) 
CITY OF MINNETRISTA AND ANNEXATION TO ) · 
THE CITY OF ST. BON IF AC I US PURSUANT ) 
TO MINNESOTA STATUTES 414.061 ) 

Chair 
Vice Chair 

F I ND I NGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:,· 

AND· ORDER· 

·The above--entltled matter came on for hearing before the Minnesota 

Municipal Board pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414, as amended, on December 6, 

1985 at St. Bonifacius, Minnesota. The hearing was conducte9 by Terrence A. 

Merritt,· Executive Dlrector, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414.0l, 

Subdivision 12. Also In attendance were Kenneth F. Sette, Chafr, Richard A. 

Sand, then Vice Chalr, and Shirley J. Mihelich, then Commissioner. The City 

of Minnetrista appeared by and through Thomas Radio, City Attorney, the Clty 

of St. Bonifacius appeared by and through R. Lawrence Harris, City Attorney, 

and the petitioners appeared by and through Michael Gavin, Attorney at Law. 

Testimony was heard and records and exhibits were received. 

After due and carefu I cons I derat I on of a 11 ev I dence together w I th a I I 

records, flies and .proceedings, the Minnesota Municipal Board hereby makes and 

f Iles the fol low Ing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order. 

FINDINGS OF EACI 

1. On September 13, 1985, a petition for concurrent detachment and 

annexat I on by a I. I of the property 0,wners was f 11 ed w I th the MI nnesota 
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The petition contained all of the· Information required by s+atute 

Including a description of the area proposed for concurrent detachment and 

annexation wh i ch Is as fo I I ows: 

That part of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter (S 1/2 of NW 
1/4) of Sectlon Thlrty-two (32), Township One Hundred Seventeen-(117) 
North, Range Twenty-four (24) West, described as follows: . Beg·lnnfng 
at Jt po r nt 9n the Souther I y 11 ne of State HI ghway · No. 7, ·d r stant 1.'33 
feet East to the center I lne of County State Atd -.Highway No. 92 
Cprevio~sly known as County Highway No •. , 148) as now lald out and 
constructed; thence Easterly along the Southerly tJne ·of· State 
Hlghway No. 7 a distance of 210 feet; thence Southerly along~ I lne 

·parallel wlth the East I lne of- County State Aid Highway No. 92 a 
d_ I stance of 160 feet; thence Wester I y to the East I t ne of County 
State Aid Highway No. 92 along a I lne parallel with the South I lne of 
State Highway No. 7; thence Northerly along said East llne 60 feet to 
a pof nt 175 feet South of the center I lne of - State Highway No. 7; 
thence Northeasterly to the point •Of beginning. 

EXCEPT that part of the above-descr f bed tract wh !ch. 1,;s West of a 
line drawn parallel with and distant 50.0 feet East of the centerline 
of County State Aid Highway No. 92". 

A resolution supporting the concurrent detachment and annexation was 

not received from the City of Minnetrista. The City of St. Bonifacius 

Indicated tts support for the annexation of the subject area at the hearlng. 

2. Due, timely and adequate legal notice of the hearing was pub I lshed, 

served and flied. 

3. The area proposed for concurrent detachment and annexation Is 

presently within the City of Mlhnetrfsta, abuts the City of St. Bonifacius, 

and Is approxtmately 1.03 acres In size. The perimeter of the subject area Is 

approximately 75% bordered by St. Bonifacius. 

4. The City of St. Bonifacius had a population of 685 in 1970, 857 In 

1980, and Its current population Is 1,040. 
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5. The crty of Minnetrista had a populatfon of 2,878 In 1970, 3,236 In 

1980, and Its current population Is 3,425. 

6. The subject ·area had no population In 1970 or 1980 and has no present 

popu.latlon. It Is projected In f Tve years to have no population. 

7. The subject area Is not adjacent: to any waterways, rivers, or 

protected wetlands. The area Is generally flat with soils that are unusable 

for a drain field. 

The subject a~ea Is In the Minnehaha breek Watef;hed Dlstrfct. 

8. The Cfty of St. Bonifacius has a tot'al ·acreage of 650;wlth 267.5 

acres platted and 382.5 acres unplatted. 

Ot those acres, approximately 94.2 acres are In residential ·use, 

approximately 152.J acres are In lnstltutlonal usen which· also Includes 

streets and-· ralfroads, .. ·approxlmatefy 16~3 acres 
- --. - - . 

In commerc i a I use, 

approxfmately 4.9 acres In Industrial use, and approxlmately 382.5 acres· that 
. . 

are vacant land wlth some used for agricultural purposes. 
. . 

Of the remaining undeveloped land within the City of St. Bonifacius, 

there ls approximately 287 acres planned for restdentlal
0

use, approximately. 33 

acres p I anned tor ' commerc I a I use, and a'pprox I mate I y .· 63 acres p I anned for 

Industrial use. 

9. The City of Minnetrista has a total acreage o'f approximately 16,805, 
1 

25% of which Is platted and the remaining 75% ls unplatted.· 

Approximately 1,840.88 acres are In residential use, ·approximately 

570.70 acres are ln institutional use, which Includes both streets and 

ranroads, approximately 65.85 acres In commercial use; approximately 35.35 

acres In Industrial use, approximately 15,118.549 'acres are 1n· agricultural 
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use, which excludes surface water area, and approximately 1.86 acres are 

vacant. 

In the City of M.lnnetrlsta, there remains undeveloped land for the 

following: approxlmately3,320 acres for resfdenttal use, approximately 720 

acres for tnstttutloQal use, approxlmately 60 acres planned for commercial 

use, approximately 170 acres for Industrial use, and approximately 11,311 

acres for agricultural use. 

10. Presently In the City of Minnetrista there Is 16.3 total acres of 

com.merclal yse,. 22.08 acres zoned for commercial use, and an additional 60 

acres planned for commercial use. 

1.1. The City of St. Bonifacius has 1 mile of highway road,. 6 miles of 

streets, ~md 1.1 ml les .of county roaos within Its boundaries. 

12. The City of Minnetrista has 4.4 miles ot highway roads, 42 mi ies of 

streets, and 25.4 ml les of ,county roads within Its boundaries. 

13. The subject area has 210 feet of highway road and 60 feet of county 

road wJthlh It. 

14. Due to a high water table, and the type of s_ol ls within the subject 

area, a standard septic system. dralnfleld ls not feasible to service any 

commercial development In the subject area. 

15. The City of St. Bonifacius has a zoning ordinance, subdivision 

regulations, offlclal map,/ ~apltal Improvements program and budget, fire :code; 

Mlnnes.ota Bui I ding Code, Mlnnesota Plumb Ing Code, sanitation ordinance, and a 

comprehens Ive p 1-a_n. 

16. The Clty of Mtnnet.rlsta has· a zoning ordinance, subdivision 

regulations, offlclal map, fire code, Minnesota Building Code, Minnesota 
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PI umb l ng Code,· san ltat Ion ord I nance, and a comprehens Ive p I an. 

17. The current zoning of the subject area Is C-2 (business). 

18. It ls anticipated that the land wll I continue to be zoned commercial 

If It ls made part of the City of St. Bonifacius. 

19. Presently. the property owner's company, Cunningham Outdoor 

Advertising, Inc., Is located within the City of St. Bonifacius. He uses St. 

Bonifacius water In the mixing of the paste used In his business. He Intends· 

to move his business to the subject area and wants to receive water from the 

Cl.ty of St. BonlfacJus. Further, the petitioner wishes to lnstal I a sprtnkler 

system which Is generally more east ly serviced by a municipal water system. 

20. The City of St. Bonifacius provides Its residents with water, 

sanitary sewer and waste water treatment, storm sewer, sol Id waste col lectton 

and disposal, f I re protection, pol Ice protect I on, street .. ·· Improvements . and' 

maintenance, admlnls+ratlv~ services, recreational opportunltl~s, and heatth 

Inspection. 

Present I y the City of St. Bon I fac I us prov I des th.e subject area wtth 

storm sewer, fire protection through Its contract with the City of 

Minnetrista; and pol tee protection. 

21. The City of Minnetrista provides Its rest dents with water, sanitary; 

sewer and waste water treatment, fire protection through a contract with the 

City of St. Bonifacius, pol Ice protection, street Improvements and 

maintenance, administrative services, recreational opportunities, and health 

inspection. 

22. The City of St. Bonifacius wt 11 provide the subject area,· lf tt· 

becomes a part of the City of St. Bonifacius, with water, 'sanitary sewer and 
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waste water treatment, storm sewer, sol Id waste col lectlon and disposal,· fire 

protection, pol Ice protection, administrative services, recreational 

opportunities, and health Inspection. 

23. The City of St. Bonifacius does not al low on-sfte wel Is and the City 

of Minnetrista does allow on-site wel Is. 

24. The City of St. Bonifacius does not al low on-site septic systems 

whl le the Cl.ty of Minnetrista al lows a mound-type septic system. 

25 •.. The City of Minnetrista and the City of St. Bonifacius have · a Joint 

powers pol Ice. agreement. The City of Minnetrista contractually provides 

snowplowing to the ~tty of St. Bonifacius. The City of St. Bonifacius 

contractually provides fire protection to the City of Minnetrista • 

. 26. The City of St. Bonifacius has a pol Icy of not extending Its water 

service to land outside of the city limits. 

27. The C/ty of St. Bonifacius and the City of Minnetrista each have 

sufficient residential equlvalency connections that would al low either to 

provide sanitary sewer service to the subject area. 

28. The sanitary sewer I lne adjacent to the subject area Is owned by the 

Metropol ltan Waste Control Commission. Either the City of St. Bonifacius or 

the City of Minnetrista could request a permit to connect to this I lne to 

provide sanitary sewer service to the subject area. 

29. The City of St. Bonifacius has a water main adjacent to the subject 

area. 

30. The City of Minnetrista provides municipal water service only In the 

urban por~lon of the city located In the eastern part of the city, and over 

1.5 miles from the subject area. Developed land not within the City of 
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MJnnestrtsta•s urban area and east of the City of St. Bonifacius ls servlced 

by on-site wel Is. 

31. The assessed valuatfon of the City of St. Bonlfaclus rn 1985 was 

$5,569,989.00. 

32. The assessed valuation of the City of Minnetrista In 1985 was 

$36,251,708.00. 

33; The assessed valuation of the subJecf area In 1985 was $22,876.00. 

34~ The mil I rate for the county In the City of St. Bonifacius rn f985 
' ' 

was 29.262. The City of St. Bonifacius has a local government mll I leVy of 

28.828. School District No. 110 Is 51.053 and the Special Taxing District has 

a mill levy of 2.135. 

35. The City of Minnetrista has a Joc~I gov~rnment mil I rate of 15.47. 

36. The Clty of St. BonHatTus a f Ire" insurance rating for 1984 of 6. 

37. The City of St •. Bonl-faclus has a total bonded Indebtedness, as of 

1984, of $499.000.00. 

38. The City of Minnetrista has a total bonded lndebt,edness, as of 1984, 

of $3,006,000.00. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Minnesota Munlclpal Board duly acquired and now has jurisdiction 

of the within proceeding. 

2. Concurrent detachment and annexation of the subject area Is In the 

best lnterests of the property. 

3. The City of St. Bonifacius can provide the subject area with the 

necessary governmental services. 

4. The City of Minnetrista can continue to survive without the subject 

area. 
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5. The Minnesota Municipal Board should Issue an order approving th~ 

concurrent detachment and annexation of the subject area from the City of 

Minnetrista to the Ctty of St. Bonifacius • 

.<L8DER 

1 • IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the property descr I bed here In In FI nd I ngs 

of Fact be, and the same hereby Is, detached from the City of MlnnE:3trlstc;l 

and anne><ed to the City .of St. Bonifacius, the same as tf .It had orlgln;;il ly 

been .a part the~eof. 
. . : ..... •·, "' 

2. IT IS. FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date of this order ts June 

30, 19.86. 

Dated this 30th day of June, 1986. 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
165 Metro Square Bur Id Ing 

~nff.tr/l;JE 
Terrence A. Merri/{ 
Executive Director 



D-218 Minnetrista 
A-4258 St. Bonlfaclus 

M E M O R A N D U M 

The Minnesota Munlclpal Board takes this opportunity to urge the 

Cities of Minnetrista and St. Bonifacius to deal with several Issues before 

them. 

The first Issue Is that portion of County State Aid Highway No. 92 

Jylng west of the subject area which wll I now be completely surrounded by the 

City of St. Bonifacius. It ls the board's feel Ing that the parties can 

address this matter Jointly by resolution should they choose to continue their 

general spirit of cooperation. Further, the board more Importantly feels that 

the Cftfes of Minnetrista and St. Bonifacius need to meet to discuss the 

property ·within the City or Minnetrista lylng east of the subject area so that 

It can be most economtcally served. 

The board anticipates discussions may glve the communities an 

opportunity to again re-examine those areas that lend 1 themselves to 

cooperatlon, so that the over-all cost of government for their citizens ts 

kept at Its lowest possible level. 

The board rs confident that the respect and general splrlt of 

cooperation that exfsts between these two communities will contlnue and serve 

as the bas Is for cont I nued d t scuss Ions on Issues of mutua I concern.'11/lil {i-~tJ-[s,l 
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