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~ - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - -· - - - - - - -
IN THE MATTER OF THE PET IT I ON ) 
FOR THE DETACHMENT OF CERTAIN ) 
LAND FROM THE CITY OF NASHWAUK) 
PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES) 
414.06 ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND ORDER 

- - - - - - - ·- - - -· - -· - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -· - - - - -- - - - - -
The above-entitled matter came on for .hearing before the Minnesota 

Munfclpal Board pursuant tQ Minnesota Statutes 414, as amended, on July 17, 

1985 at Nashwauk, Minnesota. The hearing was conducted by Terrence A. 

Merritt, Executive Director, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414.01, 

Subdivision 12. Also in attendance wer.e Kenneth F. Se.tte, Chair, and Richard 

A. Sand, Vice Chafr. The petitioners were represented by Dennis EIJ, the City 

of Nashwauk was represented by John Hawkinson, City Attorney, and the Town of 

Nashwauk was represented by Edward Carter, Town Supervisor. Testimony was 

heard and records and exhibits were received. 

After due and careful conslderatton of al I evidence together with al I 

· records, ff les and proceedings, the Minnesota Munrcfpal Board hereby makes and 

ff les the fol lowlng Ffndtngs of Fact, Conclusfons of Law, and Order. 

EINPINGS OE FACT 

1. The petition was duly• ff led with the Minnesota Munrcrpal Board on 

April 23, 1985·by the property owners requesting the detachment from the City 

. of Nashw.au.k·~ 

2. The petition contained al I of the fnforma.tfon required by st<'ltute 

\ 
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Including a description of the property proposed for detachment which Is as 

fol lows: 

The West Ten ( 10) acres of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW 1/4 of NW 1/4) of Sectfon Twenty-nine (29) In Township 
Fifty-seven (57) North of Range Twenty-two (22), Wes;t of the Fourth . 
Prlnclpal MerJdJan, more partfcularly described by metes and bounds, 
as fo I I ows, to-w ft: Commenc Ing at the Southwest corner of the NW 1/ 4 
of NW 1/4 of said Section 29, thence due north a distance of 1320 
feet, thence due east a distance of 330 feet, thence due south 1320 
feet, thence a distance due west 330 feet to the point of beginning, 
containing ten (10) acres, more or Jess. 

LESS THAT PART CONVEYED to Jack Clemens and Ml ldred Clemens by 
Warranty Deed dated February 28, 1978 and flied as Document FIie No. 
20,850 on March 2, 1978 in the off Jee of the Reg lstrar of Titles, 
Itasca County, ln the fol lowing language, to-wit: The South Half of 
the West Half of the West Half (S 1/2 of W 1/2 of W 1/2) of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4 of NW 1/4) of 
Section Twenty .... nlne (29),. Township Fifty-seven (57) North of Range 
Twenty-two (22) West ~f the Fourth Prlnclpal Meridian; 

and 

The South Half of the West Half of the West Half CS 1/2 of W 1/2 of W 
1/2) of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter C NW 1/4 of NW 
1/4) of Section Twenty-nine (29), Township Fifty-seven (57) North of 
Range Twentr·two (22) West of the Fourth Principal Meridian. 

3. The area proposed for detachment Is located wlthJn the City of 

Nashwauk and abuts the municipal boundary. 

4. The area propo!:ied for detachment Is approximately 10 acres In sfze. 

5. The City of Nashwauk Is approximately 2,600 acres fn sfze. 

6. The area proposed for detachment I I es a I ong the eastern s I de of the 

north/south center I lne of the city and abuts the city's northern boundary. 

7. The area proposed for detachment Is presently used as a slngle-famlly 

residence and has approximately five acres of woodland and three acres of 

field. 

8. The area proposed for detachment has a population of four. Located 

on the land is a slngle-famlly residential dwell.Ing, a garage, and a shed. 
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9, The area proposed for detachment presently receives city sol Id wasi'e 

collection and dJsposal, fire protect Ion, pol Ice protect Ion.. street 
l mprovements and· ma I ntenance, recreatlonal opportunrtJes, and I lbrary 

serv ·r ces. The area does not rece Ive c r fy water p san i tary sewer, or · storm 

sewer. 

10, The pet It loners do. not own any J and adjacent to the area proposed for 

detachment. 

11. The City of Nashwauk prov r des Its res I dents w 1th water, san ltary 

sewer, storm sewer, so I l d waste co I I ect ion and d l sposa I , f ire protect I on, 

pol Ice protection, street Improvements and ma l.ntenance, adm r n Lstrat Ive 

services, recreati9na( opportunities, and library services. 

12. The Town of Nashwauk provides its residents with flre protection 

through. a contract wlth "tn·e Cfty of Nashwauk, street lmprovements and 

maintenance, recreatlonal opportunities, and administrative services. 

13. The County of Itasca .has plannlng and· zontng controls rn place for 

the Town of Nashwauk. 

14. The Cfty of Nashwauk does not.have a bulld.lng code, zoning ordinance, 

subdlvlslon regulations or compretienslve plan. 

· 15. The pol lee department of the City of Nashwauk has an agreement w.lth 

the Itasca County Sheriff's Department to provide mutual aid for polrce 

protection for areas adjacent to the City of Nashwauk. 

The Ch I ef of Po I I c;e ant I c I pates prov Id Ing po I Ice serv Ice to the area 

proposed for detachment, even ff it were not within the city • 

.16. The access to the area proposed for detachment Is by a city road. 

The. c.lty anticipates plowlng the road re9.ard.less. of whether the area. ls 

detached or not. 
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17. A portion of the local government taxes pay for street Improvements 

and sewer and water extension for the central portion .of the City of Nashwauk. 

The area proposed for detachment ls I fable for such payments, even 

though Jt does not receive any benefit of .sewer and water or the street 

Improvements. 

18. Sanitary sewer and water are approximately three-quarters of a ml le 

away from the area proposed for detachment. 

The city has no plans for extending municipal sewer and water to the 
·Q 

c;letachment area. 

19. The area proposed for detachment Is presently served by a private 

we I I and a pr I vate sept Jc system. 

20. The City of Nashw.auk presently receives approximately $582.00 from

the ar.ea • proposed for detachment through real estate, t;axes, taconlte alds: and 

homestead credits. 

21 • The mi I I I evy for the Town of Nashwauk Is t O. 833. The m 111 I evy for 

the City of Nashwauk is 131.150. 

22. The population of the City of Nashwauk in 1984 was 1,410. 

The population of the To\fn of Nashwauk In 1984 was 820. 

23. The property owners have no plans for any additional development of 

the area proposed for detachment. 

24. The area proposed for detachment abuts the Town of Nashwauk. 

25. The detachment of the area proposed for detachment- would not 

unreasonably Impact the symmetry ·of the City of Nashwauk. 

CONCLUSIONS Of LAW 

t. The Minnesota Municipal Board duly acquired and now has. Jurisdiction 

of the within proceeding. 
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2. The detachment would not unreasonably affect the symmetry of the City 

of Nashwauk. 

3. The remainder of the municipality can · continue to carry out the 

functions of government without undue hardship should the area proposed for 

detachment be detached. 

4. The area proposed for detachment is rural In character and not 

developed for urban residential, commercial, or Industrial purposes. 

5. An order should be 1.ssued by the Minnesota Municipal Board approving 

the petition for detachment of the area described herein. 

OB P EB 

1. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the property described in Findings of 

Fact 2 herein Is hereby detached and made a part of the Town of Nashwauk the 

same as If it had been. or lg lnaJ I y made a part thereof. 

2. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the population of the City of Nashwauk. 

Is decreased by four persons. 

3. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the population of the Town of Nashwauk 

is. increased by fc;,ur persons. 

4. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date of this order ls 

January 31, 1986. 

Dated this 31st day of January, 1986. 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
165 Metro Square Bulldlng 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

~{[~ 
Terrence A. Merritt 
Executive Director 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

At the hearing on this proposed detachment, the board Inquired of 

both the city and the town about the future possibil lty of the merging of the 

two governmental entitles into one unit of government. The Town Supervisor 

and Mayor both expressed some Interest In such a merger. The board takes thls 

opportunity to urge the town and city to consider exploring the posslbll ltles 

of such a merger. There are essentlal ly two options that the communities 

could proceed under. One Is the annexation of the entire town to the city by 

Jo r nt resol utlon pursuant to. M. s. 414.031, Subd iv Is I on 1 Cd). The other opt ion 

rs pursuant to M.S. 412.091, the city through a request of the voters could 

seek to dissolve the city and have the city become part of the Town of 

Nashwauk. 

The board notes that the testimony indicated an on-going spirit of 

cooperation between the Town of Nashwauk and the Cltyof Nashwauk. The board 

hopes that the communities wll I continue to work to foster such a spir.Jt of 

cooperation. The i board takes th Is opportun lty to raise the issue of the 

merging of the two governmental entitles as an opportunity for the communities 

to more efficiently def Iver services to their constituents'Vitff/. /-?/~b 




