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Re: MuntcHpal Board Docket Numbari OA-131 ... 5 La Cresc.tit 

The subJ$ct order of the Mlnne,ota Munlclpal B<>ard •ekes no ¢hM9es Jn the 
popu(atton ot the City of La Crescent. 

Off fetal date of the Order fs January to, 1986. 
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Ass 1 stan+ 0 l rector 
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BEFORE THE KUUCtPAL ~ 
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36.61/f Kenneth F. S.tfe
Rlchard A. Sand 
Shlr!ey J. H!~!!eh 
Harold J .. Letry 
Pti.ul W. Pl&gtr 

Chai~ 
Yfc. CJtetrMtm 
C";1..9f$$}~ 
:Ex-afftcJo ~r 
&-OH Jclo ~•r 

------------------------------~---------
1 N THE MATTER OF THE JO I NT RESU..UTION <F ) 
THE CITY a= LA CRESCEtrr AN> THE iOWN OF ) 
LA CRESCENT FOR THE OillERl..Y ANtEXATIOff (f' ) 
CERTAIN LAN> TO THE CITY fR LA CRESCENT ) 
PURSUANT TO Ml NNESOTA SfATUtES 414 ) 

----------------------------------------
The above-entitled matter c~ on for beartng bofore the Minnesota 

Muntctpal Board pursuant to Mtnnesota Statutes 414_, as amended, on October 16, 

1985, at La Crescent, Mfnnesota. The htartng was conducted by Terrence A. 

t-ferrftt, Execuflve orrector, pursullnf to :Mtnnesota statutes 414~-0l, 

Subdivision 12. Also In attendance were .Kenneth F. Sette, Chairman, Richard 

A. Sand, Vice Chairman, Shtrtey J. Mfheltch, Cotrvntsstoner, and County 

Comm f ss r oners Pau I W. Pl ager and HaroJ d J. Leary, Ex-Offlc i o Members of the 

Board. The City of La Crescent appeared by and through Stephan Jilk, City 

Clerk-Administrator, and the Town of La Crescent appeared by and through 

Teresa Walter, Town Clerk. Testimony was heard and records and exhibits were 

recerved. 

After due and careful consideration of al I evidence, together with 

al I records, files and proceedings, the Minnesota Muntclpal Board hereby makes 

and flies the fol lowing Ffndlngs of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order. 

FINDINGS OE EACT 

1. A Jofnt resolutron for orderly annexation was adopted by the City of 



La Crescent end the Town of Lo Cres-cont and duly oec~t:od ~, tffl tUrn~t• 

Muntcfpal Board. 

2. A resolution wos fUod t>y CfflO of tht- sfgnttorto to thtf ,Jofat 

resol.utJon, the crty of La Crosant·, on July 50,.. 1,a,# r~•U~ tlut 

annexation of certa tn property wtthfn t·kt Of'"dtrl y Mnftitd' Iott erM~ ~ 

resolutlon contatned e.11 of tht lnformatfon r~lrf>d by st~tut• f:neludfng a 

descr r pt I on of the property sub Ject to onn•at ton¥ 1«h lch •• es foU 0.1; 

The tract which fs the:t part -of· ttt. nor·th half of th: south half of 
Seefton 3, Township 104N R4W, ffou5too County, lying Win <>f Stefe 
Trunk Hlghvay 14 f!nd 61 end east of Houston County ,~ north .. •nd the 
NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 and fhr. SW 1/4 of 'the NE l/4, .or,d thf:lt part of 
the SE 1 /4 of the NE 1/4 tnd that port of th• HE 1/4 of the NE l/4 of 
Sectfon 3, Townshfp 104N R.fW, Houston County" Minnesota, tying vest· 
of the rfght of way of Stet• Trunk tnghwt!ly 14 a:nd 61 .. 

3. Due; tfmDly and adequate fegaf notfee of the hearing \las pubJ fshed, 

served, and t l I ed. 

anne)(atJon agreement area. approxf~tely 100 acres ln size and abuts the City 

of La Crescent by approx rmate I y 35j of Its border • 

.5. The area proposed for annexatfon has stoprng terrain, whlch ts 

suftable for resldenttal development. ihere Is some extreme sloping terrain 

no+ suitable for development. 

6. In 1970 the City of La Crescent had a population of 3,296, Its 

population In 1980 was 3,674, and t+s current populatlon ts 3,928. 

7. In 1970 the Town of La Crescent had a population of 1,332, rts 

populatton fn 1980 was 1,441, and fts current populatron Is 1,526. 

, a. The area proposed for annexatron had no populatron fn 1970, 1980, nor 

presently, and rt rs projected that within five years, If annexed, rt wtl I 

have a populatton of 200. 

9. The Ctty of La Crescent has approx I mate I y 50% of Its I and in 
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res l dent i al us&, approxl.atel y 15~ of H':l itnd tr.; lttttltiU-tlontl t.ffii), 

approxtmatety 15$ of Its tond tn c~r<:f41 ''"'* IPPf#INttly ,S of Its i-4 

Jn Industrial use, i,nd epptoxt.at,,t y 15$ ltt v«-mf' acf'ti,i; 

The Ctty of La C"rliseent nos no rM11,ll\lfil ._.~lo,N tMdt ._, or 

to. The Town of lll Cr•S(fl'lt hot IPPf'~••htly tel Of Its tand fit 

restdenttot acres, approxtmatety .,t of tts Osrtd ftt ln•t'ftut1on1l .cr•t 

approxrmatefy .s:t of Ifs Jand In .c~rcls0I ~r••• a&>PN•f.-t•lv 2$ of Its 

rand Jn fndustrh.1l acres. approxrnti'tty 6'1J of tt• tend fn agrh:uaturcJ ecres, 

and approxtmatet,y 2~ of lts lond In 'Va<:ant ;acre1h 

11,, ln the area proposed for annexatkm, land ts pretentJ·y 20j rn 

agricultural use and 8~ of the lend ls vecant* 

12. The area proposed for annexation 1s planned for testdenthsJ 

deveiopment. 

13. In the fast f t ve years l n the C Jty of Le Crescent there have been 77 

one... and two-faml ry resfdentfal bul fdtng permlts~ 8 muJtl ... fam.1 Jy restdentlal 

bul ldtng permits,_ and 3 comtneretal bi.lffdtng permits~ 

14. In the Town of La Crescent ln the last slx years there have been 48 

one- and two-famJly resldenttal bulldlng permtts, 1 muttl-family restdenttal 

but Id Ing permit, and 14 commerelal buf ldfng permits. 

15. The Cfty of La Crescent has a zonrng ordlnance, subdlvtslon 

regulations, official map, fire ct>de., MJnnesota Bulldlng Code, Minnesota 

Plumbing Code, shoretand ordinance, floodplain ordtnance, sanitation 

ordinance, and a comprehensive plan. 

It Is anticipated that 90% of the area Wlll be zoned R-1, 

Res r dent r a I ., and 10% of the area w f I I be zoned agr tcu I tura I for use as an 

app I e orchard. 



16. The Town of Le Or4"•nt hu b IOftllg OFdhuwc.,. 11Ddl1'ftlM 

regu I at tons, off fcJaf map, Md o $:&nltatfon ordfn••* 

17. Presently the :onfng curr•ntJy tn: •ffkt ·for t1- •• ,ro,o.Nll fOf' 

annexation rs agrtcufturaf. 

18. The Ctty of l..t:1 Crtsetnt Pt'tlttlith pnwhla1 Ht ~Ith.~~~ !!Ith ~t«'.~ 

sanitary sewer, waste weter tr•i,fMnt,. »tor• ._,.sf' tire prot-tlon, pc,Hc• 

protection, street f mprov0ttent1 and NfntenaM:•.,, adlihdstraHVtt nrvfcts, ·and 

recreatJona-f opportunJtJes. 

The ctty present I y provfd♦s th• er1n, propoud for :an~atlon wftb 

recreational opportunrtJes on a fee bath .. vlfh the t01m ~nd ffrt proteetfon 

through a contract entered Into between the fOltn ond th• eTty. 

19. The city rs wH ting to provlde the ar&a proposed for annexation vtth 

al f the services It presently provides the residents of the City of La 

Crescent. 

20. The Town of La Crescent present t y prov t des the area proposed for 

annexatfon with f Ire protection through a contract wfth the CJty of La 

Crescent, street Improvements and marntenatiee, and admlnistratlve servtces. 

21. The Cfty of La Crescent has 5 ml !es of h fghway roads and 17 mt les of 

streets. 

22. The Town of la Crescent has 15 mlles of highway roads, 5 miles of 

streets, and 15 rn.1 les of roads .. 

23. There are presently no roads ln the annexatron area. It Js anticipated 

that new streets wlll be constructed In the area proposed for annexation .. 

24. The area proposed for annexation does not have sanitary sewer or 

water service avaflable to ft by the township. 

The property owners wish to develop the area proposed for annexatfon, 

and to do that, need city sanftary water and sewer. 



25. In 1984 the tlS$GHGd votuatiort af 1ht CHy of' l.A Crti(.nt· "*' 
$11,329, 184.. The rnll l levy for th« c::lty ht 1914 ¥ti 2t.M·t.. ft-. tt:Jttl ~ 

Indebtedness for the city fhrough 1984 1• 11,,a,,000~ 

26. In 1984 the Town of La cr .. sc:~t hid • aRIMid vatntlon of 

SS,260,321. The mH l hwy for tk fOMn tn l914 tt•• to.no. th, t,~ h• no 

bonded Indebtedness In 1984. 

27. Jn 1984 the County of HoU$f<>n had • aH I ltvV of 30w5tU., In 19:84 tha 

school dtstrtct servfctng the annextttlo:n ••• ~d the CJty of Lo tr•~t had 

a mt I J levy of 53.936 • 

.28. The Ctty of La Crescent has a fire Insur~ r~fng of 7. The Town 

of La Crescent has land with a flre tnJur.~nce ratfng of 8 ond SOIMf t~nd wlth a 

ffre Insurance rating. of 7. 

29. The area pt"Qpose<f fo.r annexatf on had en assessed val uatton tn 1984 of 

30. The township does not have the ab ti tty to prov tde pub l lc water and 

san f tary sewer to the c1rea proposed for annexat loo. 

31. The ctty anttcfpates the property owner paying tO()j for the new sewer 

I Ines, new water I Ines, and new street curb and gutter. 

32. The City of La Crescent rs the only munlclpaltty adjacent to the area 

proposed for annexation. 

33, The area proposed for annexation and the City of La Crescent are 

within the same school district and It ts not antlcfpated that the annexation 

wtl I have an adverse Impact on the school district. 

34. The annexation Is consistent with the Joint resolution for orderly 

annexation between the Town of La Crescent and the Ctty of La Crescent • 

.C..O~..s.1.0.NS OF LAW 

1. The Minnesota Municipal Board duly acquired and now has Jurisdiction 



of the wJthtn proceeding, 

2. The orea subJeet to ttntt~,fltfon tt. ~ or #ri lbwt to ~omt wtJ• er 

suburban ln notur• lthd th• Mn•lno •ntCIJ•I Hy ls t!tftoUt Of' Jf<Wldt~ 'th♦ 

servfces required by th• are~, wtthht a r~I• ti•* 

3,.. The exlsttng townshlp fora of oov•rfMttt •• not ~t• 10 pr:otffl 

the pubt le health, safety, and w•U~r• of 'tlHa ,1:r·u pr~• for Nt>MttlM, 

4. The annexatfott would be tn tho b.tY.t Jnt•uts of ta ••,,_ 9ropom 

for annexation-

for orderly annexation. 

6. An order should be Issued by the Minnesota kunfcJpal Soard onnextng 

the area described heretn. 

ilRPE...8 

l. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: lhat the property descrtbed hereln fn. ~Findings 

of f'aet 2 be, and the same ts hereby annexed to the CJty of La Cr~scent, 

1 Mfnnesota, the same as tf Jt had been ortgtnatly a part thereof. 
I 
!j 2. IT IS FURTHER oroERED: That the effecttve date of this order ls 
h 
it 
:t ;'j January 10, 1986. 
d 
q Dated thts 10th day of January, 1986. -, 
i 
·; MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
1 165 Metro Square Bu 11 d I tig 

st. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

-,;~jJM}, f1 mj}j)JJt 
Terrence A. Merritt 
Execut Ive Of rector 
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ht ?tpprovlng 'the requ•shd re10lvtton for 1~ •~••tton of l.n4 

wJthtn the orderly ann~'<ttfon J:rt•~ th• l>olrd not•• that t·•1,tha::tny at iha. 

hearfng on thfs arett by both th• d«\l'$lo-ptr Wtd flit t:tiy tinUcefM •I dMJr• 'to 

address the Issue of trllfffc fl~ ganorsfttttd by the pr~ted dwelOJ)Mt!t. The 

board takes thts opportunity to rMJnd the parth•• ·tnet lt 4l;tteJpat•s that 

they wtl t took sertousty at th• lt$pect of any proposed traffic flow pitttern 

developed to serve the area tJpproved for ann.xatJcn as a develops .. Also~ 

thfs development affords the crty an e)(teHent opportuntty to COMPiete work on 

tts Hn tstde Development OrdJnisnee.. The bo21rd anticipates that the (lfforts tn 

this area wtll further the cooperatlon between new d&'Yelopment a.nd ex.lstlng 

The board tl!lkes thts opportuntty to further suggest to the city that 

any future plcms for expanding the cfty northward lnto Wtnona County and 

Dresbach Township present the crty with the opportunity to open discussions 

with those parttes concerning future development and the needs created by such 

development among the parties. 

The board rs confident that the spirit of cooperatfo11 that exists 

between the city and the town wll I assist the parties Jn addresstng the Issues 

and potential problems that the development of the area proposed for 

annexation could generate rt left unattended~ /-JO-th 
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