STATE OF MINNESOTA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ST. PAUL

PREOCLAMATION

On Hoveriber 35, 1620, the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth

Roek, I% is a signifiocant coincidence that this year, three

hundred six yeare affer the arrival of the Mayflower, the day
appolinted byrl&w and proclaimed by the President of the United
ftatey for preyer and thanksgiving should fall on the exact
date which signalizes the beginning of 1liberty in America,
VSEQulﬁ‘hat this coincidence serve %o call to our attention the
?atriotiﬁ aignifieancé of Thanksgiving Day?

Itvis well to e thankful for such measure of Prosper-
‘iﬁ?_asrme'énjoy;_fox natural resources, for hazvesbs garnered
.an& wealth atitained. Bub ghould we not miss much of the mean-
iﬁg‘cfrrhanksgiﬁing Day were we fto be thankful for material
- blessings énl?? The great values of AmeTics afs, after all,
spiFitual,not material. They are not in mines and fields and

‘vin@u$tiiasg.alﬁhough we hove these in abundance. They are
rather in a finer conception of the worth of %he human person~

ali$y, in a more generous recognition of human rights and 2
correspondingly greater emphasis on human dusy; for these are
the‘eiemeﬁté of liberty.

In what wmay be regerded as the firetnational Thanks-
giving proclamation, on October 3, 1789, Georze Washiﬁgtonrémh,
phasized the pabtriotic significance of Thanksgiving Day. He
recommended "o the people of the Hﬁiféd Btates a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God,
gepecially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to éstab-
lish a form of government for their safety and happiness,”

Alexander Hamilton sbtressed the same thought when he
declared that "the President of the United States should issue -

a yearly proclamabion calling upon the nation to devote a cerdain
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doy %o thenking the Creastor for the formaition and benefits of such
2 country as thls.
Let us meke Thenkesgiving Day this yvear a day, not for ex-
pressing our gratitude for material thinges only, but more especially
for rededicating ourselves to sexvi?e of our eownltry, %o promotion
of the welfarse of its people; o perpetuating, strengthening and
extending their liberity, and snlarging and securing their happiness.
Let ue on this vear's Thanksgiving Day f1y the flag of the
Eepuhliérin pride and exultation; but almo in solemn pledge of our
, prayemﬁul*pﬁxpoae to mateh every requirement which e¢itizenship im- :
‘poseg,;Wiﬁh'loy&l'aad devotéd‘safvice.
' | " GIVEN Under my hand and the
Great Seal of the State of Minne-~
sota this

Zind dgy of November,

overnor of Minnesota,.
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