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WHEREAS: The. ou..t.6.ta.n.dlng a.clu.e.ve.me.n:ti and ide.M on :th~ Amvri.c.an in.ve.n.:to1t ThomM Alva. Ecll6on 
6oJtJn a. Uvln2 le.ga.c.y whic.h c.on.Unuu to i.lt6p,i,-z.e. all who Me c.omm.i.:tted to hclenc.e. 
a.n.d .l:t6 Jr..ei.a:te.d dl6 dplinu; and · 

WHEREAS: H.l6 inventive. geni.Uli and e.xc.ep.Uonal dedic.a.t.i.an .to c.Meoui. llel.>e.aJLch and e.xpeJi.i.me.n:ta.:tloF 
Cll.e.a.t.e.d n.ew bl.dU6WU and :tec.lin.o..e.o.9i:.u wluc:11 ha.vi c.on:tltibu.:te.d g1te.a,tJ!.rj to :the. 91Low:th 
and de.ve.£.opme.nt. o o ouJl. .6.ta.t.e. a.n.d na.t.lon. OU:"!. c.oun.:t.Jty and oU/l. .t>.ta.t.e. ne.ed men and women 
.i.,up.iJz.e.d by ;the. example. 06 Edl6on.; and 

WHEREAS: The. Thoma..6 Alva. EdiJ.ion Foun<la,tl.on, a. non..-plLatSU oll.ga.niza:ti.on devoted to c.onfuulng the. 
wo!tk. 06 .t.h1.1s .i.mpoJita.nt. man 06 .6c..i.cince., 1.ie.efzA to -6:tbnui.a.te ..inell.e.euie.d awall.env.,.6 
a.mo n2 YOL1!19 pe.o pl.e. in c.o Yl.6.i.defting caJT..e.e.M br:. ti cie.nce. and engire.eJvlng; and 

WHEREAS: M. paJr.t 06 :thM. e.660'1.t.~ :the. ThomM Alva Ed.iAon Foundatlon a.c:tlvei.y e.nc.owr.agu high 
Jchaoi.J., a.n.d. i.nda6W.u aell.o-6.6 .the na.ti.on ;to ,tie:t euiide one day eve/Uj ye.a.It .to pMvide. 
.6.t.J.Lde.nt.6 and :te.a.c.he.M with the. '7aluab£.e. oppo"dwl.,{,;tt,J :to me.e.;t wlth pJLOoeJ.>hlonai.J., employe. 
in ficle.nc.e., e,ngbr.e.eJW'l.g, and nue.aJic.fi; and · · 

WHEREAS: The. da:te. cho~en nail .thb., national ob.6e1tvdnc.e ,iJ., :the a.nru.veMM.y 06 :the bWh 06 Tlioma..6 
Ai.va. Edlban.. He. wcu, boJt.n Febnua.Jtif ·11, ·7 g47. Be.nM-e lii.-6 de.ath -ln 19 31, he had be.en 
,9Jta.VLt.ed 1,093 pa.:tenu 601t. h.{.h inven-tlon.6 -- iaJL mane pa.:te.nth :than any a:theJt .invent.oil. 
ha& ,i.ec.ei:'1ed 6e.001Le oJr.. .&.lnc.e. Among hM .lnve.vttian.6 aJLe :the. dec.t/uc. Ugh.t bulb, the. 
tei.ephone tll.a.nJ.imlt:teJL, :the phon.ogJtapli, .the. miJtion p.lc.:t.Ulte c.a.meJta, and :the -6uenti6,lc. 
dlA aoveJt.i.e!i .tha.:t led to Md.lo,· televili,lon, and :the. ei.eetJwn,le1., · 1.n.dul,;t,z.y; and 

WHEREAS: In .1teC!09nLtlo11 on :th.e woJr.t.hy pUIC.po-6e and con.:t1U.bu:Uon6 on :the Thoma..6 Alva EcU-6on 
Fou.n.da:tlon and .i.:t6 ,.vnpoll.ta.n:t Jtole. ,i.n gulcUng .the 6u:t.Ull.e -6clen:tl6.t6 and eng.lneeM 06 
ouJt. li:tate. and na:tlon, 1 am plecu,ed to du.lgnate Fe.bJU.UVt.Y 11, 19 84, a.t> Ec:UAon S"e,le.n.ce 

,,., •· and Eng.ine.eJvln.g Vay .ln. Mlnne6ota. 
~ * ~ .~;}:}!_ .~ .; 

NOW, THEREFORE, Z, Rudy Pe!Lplch, Govell.n.o!t oo :the State. 06 Min.n.uo.ta., Ull.ge :the. people on :thJ..-6 h 
to do honoll. :to :the i..n6phun9 heJU.ta.ge 06 AmeJLlc.a.'.& 11nea:t -lnven.tlve. 9eni1Ui 

SIATE OE MINNESOTA 

rAATMENT OF srArJ 
,lit/. . FIL ED 

E V I S O N /t;'f· 1:J• ~:~!~ r Secretary of Stall 

T H O M A S A L V A 

by .ee.acUn.g ou.U ".6Uppo.Jz,t :to a.U actlvWu d!tama.:tlzi.n9 t:.o youth the wu.que. c.ha..U.en.gu 06 -6c..i.e.nc.e. 
lnve.n.tlon and .the..i..Jr.. v.l:ta.£. JtoR..e in i.mpnovi.ng :die qu.a.R.J:.:ty on U/)e. fpll a.le. ,ln. t.odar.f'-6 e.xpan.dlng WU.l 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Z ha.ve heJLeunt.o .6d 
hand and C'Jl.LL6 e.d .the G4ea.t. S ea-l o 6 the S 
AUnne1.> o~a. to be, a fi 6,lxed a..t :the S:ta:te. Ca ' 
tiu.~ 61.-6.teen-tlt day on Ve.cembeJL ln. :tlte. y 
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