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- WHEREAS: The Citizen's Coalition on Permanence forn Children and the Onganization forn a
‘ United Response (OURS), both organizations of concerned Minnesotans and adopiive
and fostern parents, recognize the right of eveny child to ghow up in a secure,
Loving family; and

WHEREAS: Nearly one thind of the 700,000 children in fostern care in this counthy will know
permanence onby thaough adoption, and many of these children are school-aged, may
have physical on mental disabilities, may be of minonity henitage, on must be
placed with brothens and sistens; and

Approximately 6000 Minnesota children are in foster care, nearly 1000 of whom are
Legally free fon adoption, and 41 pencent of those Legally free have had parental
nights temminated mone than give yeans; and

WHEREAS: The Minnesota Department of Public Welfare estimates annual fosten care maintenance
costs to exceed $62,000,000, and nemoving even five percent of the children now in
cane intg adoption on back to thein family of birth would save $3.75 million pea
year; an B

WHEREAS: Minnesota's subsidized adopiion and adopiion exchange Legislation are viewed as

- national models of cost effective programs for children, and the state Legislatunre
i85 conmitted fo full implementation of Public Law 96-272, the Adopiion Assistance
and Chitd Welfare Act of 1980; _

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rudy Penpich, Governon of the State of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim the
week of November 20 through November 26, 1983, #o be :

ADOPTION WEEK : OF MINNESOTA
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FURTHER, T encounage support for cost-effective programs such as preventive Awwiwjlpmadéc

neviews with fufl citizen paxticipation, exchange and photolisting, and adoption subsidy, which
have worked effectively to meve Minnesota's waiting children into permanency so0 that atl children |8

may ghow up yetkh 4tabil and a Aense Zg’ beLonging.,
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e s | IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set

hand and caused the Great Seal of Zhe 5td
Minnesota to be affixed at the State Cap
(8 fifteenth day of Nlauemjben w;thg yed
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