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STATE O HMINFTEESOTA,

EXBOUTIVE DEPARTEENT,

PROCLAMATION.

B ' - 9he President of the United States has designated the

} week of April 18 to R4, inclusive, as American Forest week, and has
recommended that one day during that week be observed as Arbox day.
In ecompliance with this request, and in accordsnce with a wise and
long established custom, I, Theodore Christianson, Governor of Minne-
soua, do hersby designate Friday, April 23rd, as ARBOR AND BIRD DAY.

: I would strongly urge that the day be appropriately ob-
served through the Shate, in the schools and elsewhere. Leb us not
forget the original purpose of Arbor Day, to promote the planting of
treeg and shrubbery that our homes may have shelfer and pleasant '
Surroundings, ‘

, _ The rapid disappesrance of our forests, however, has caused
timber congervation to become & vastly more important gquestion. The
depletion of our forests not only discourages the building of homes,

the cornerstone of our nation, but it affects, in many ways, agriculture
and every alliesd industrye. ' . : '

. , The President in his proclamation has well said: '"If we
_are %o flourish, as a2 people and as individuals, we must neither waste-

- fully hoard nor wastefully exploit, but skillfully employ and rensw the

- regourceg that nsture has entrusted to us. Americats forest problem
essentially is o problem involving the wise use of land that can and
shonld produce crops of btinmber, ,

. "Plourishing woodlands, however, mean more than timber 4
~orops, permanent industries, and an adeguate supply of woods They §
minigter to our need Tfor outdoor recreation; they preserve animal and ' /
bird life; they protect and beautify »ur hillsides and feed our streams;
they preserve the inspiring natural environment which has contributed
so much to American character.,"

. The President's words apply forcibly to Minnesota. Our
agriculbure, our industries, our health, comfort and happiness, demand
o5 ~that every scre vwhich is better suited for growing trees then forx other
R - erops, be used to its utmost cepacity. This demands eternal vigilance
in keeping out forest fires. It demands tree planting where practicable.
It demands tinber cubting in a manner which will perpetuate the forests.

- I trust Minnesota will do its full share in meintaining the
Nation's forest resources. Let us, during American Forest week, unite
with our sister states and Canada in giving earnest considerabtion to -
every phase of the forest conservation problem, Let us resgolve egch
and all, in every wmanner we c¢an, to encourage tree planting, to help
L ' ' A groﬁote forest growth, and above all to prevent destruction of timber
- yy fire, -
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Secretary of State.
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