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THE CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 

CHAPTERl 

N.A.ME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS, AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section 1. Name. The Village of Columbia Heights, in the County of 
Anoka, and State of Minnesota, shall become, upon the taking effect of this 
charter, a city under the nan1e and style of the City of Columbia Heights, and 
shall continue to be a municipal corporation,·with the same boundaries as are 
now· established. 

Section 2. Powers of the City. The City of Columbia Heights, by and in 
its corporate name, shall have perpetual succession; and save as herein other­
wise provided and save as prohibited by the constitution or statutes of the 
state of Minnesota, it shall have and exercise all powers, functions, rights, 
and privileges possessed by the Village of. Columbia Heights prior to the 
adoption of this cha1:ter; also all powers, functions, rights, and privileges now 
or hereafter given or granted to municipal corporations having "home rule 
chartexst' by the constitution and laws of the state of Minnesota; also all 
powers, functions, rights, and privileges usually exercised by, or which are 
incidental to, or inhere in, municipal corporations of like power and degree; 
als<> all municipal powers, functions, rights, privileges, .and immunities, of 
every name and nature whatsoever; and. in addition it shall have an the powers 
and be subject to the restrictions contained in this charter. In its corporate 
name it may take and hold, by purchase; condemnation, gift, or devise, and 
lease and convey any and all such real, personal, or mixed property, within or 

· withou~ its bpun!1aries~ as its purposes may require, or as may be useful or 
benefic1al to 1ts mhab1tants. 

Section 3 •. Constmctfon of this Charter. The provisions of this charter 
shall be construedUberally in favor o:f the city, to the end that it may have 
all necessary powers for the efficient conduct. of its municipal affairs, as con­
templated by the municipal home rule provisions of the constitution and laws 
of the state of Minnesota. The specific mention of particular municipal pow­
ers in other sections of. this charte:i: shall not be . construed as limiting the 
powers of the city in i;he premises to those thus mentioned. 

Section 4. Powers, How Exercised. All powers o:f the City o:f Columbia 
Heights, u.nless otherwise provided by this charter, shall be exercised by the 
City Council .or under its direction, subject to the initiative, referendum, and 
recall powers of the people. 

Section 5. Charter a Public Act; This charter of the City o:f Columbia 
Heights shall be a public act and need not be pleaded or proved in any case. 
It shall take effect thirty days :from and after its adoption by the voters of 
the Village of Columbia Heights, and. shall go :fully into operation on the first 
Monday after the first Tuesday in July, A .. D., 1921. 

CHAPTER2 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT . 

. Section 6; Form of Government. The form of government established 
by this charter shall be known as the "Council-Manager Plan." 

Section 7, Elective Officers. The council shall be composed of a mayor 
and :four councilmen who shall be qualified electors, and who shall be elected 
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at large in the manner hereinafter provided. The £our councilmen shall serve 
:for a term of four years and until their successors are elected and qualified, 
except that at the first· election held after the adoption of this .charter the 

• two candidates having the l1ighest number of votes shall serve for four years, 
and the two candidates having the next highest number of votes shall serve 
for two years, The mayoi· shall serve for a te11n of tw'o years and until his 
· successor is elected and qualified. The council shall be judge of the election 
of the mayor and councilmen, 

Section 8. Incompatible Offices, No member of the council shall hold 
aliy paid municipal office or employment under the City of Columbia Heights, 
and until one year after the expfration of his term as councilman no former 
l'.11.ember shall be· appointed to any paid office or employment under the city 
which office or employment was created or the emoluments of which were in­

. creased during his term as councilman. 
. Section 9. Vacancies in the Cottrtcil. A vacancy in the council shall be 

deemed to exist in case of the faihire of any person elected thereto to qualify 
on or before the date of the second regular meeting of the new council, or by 
reason of the death, resignation, 1·emoval from office, removal from the city, 
continuous absence from the city for more than three months, or conviction 
of a felony of any such l)erson whethe1, before or after his qualification, or by 
reason of the failure of any councilman without good cause to perform any 
of the dutie$ of membership in · the council for a period of three months. 
In each such case the council shall by resolution declare such vacancy to exist 
and shall forthwith .appoint an eligible person to fill the llanre until the next 
regular municipal election, when the .office shall. be filled for the unexpired 
term; provided that any vacancy resulting from a recall election or from a 

.. resig;natio,n following the fiHI1g oi a recall petition shall be filled in the manner 
provided m. such case. · · 

Section 10. .The May~r. The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the 
council, except that a prei,ident pro tempore shall be chosen who shall serve 
a$. president in the mayor's absence. Th.e mayor shall exercise all powers and 
perfor1t1 all du~ies confen·ed and imposed upon him by this charter, the ordi­
nance$ of the c1ty, and the laws of the state. He shaU have the appointment, 
control a~d. direction of all J?olice officers of the city .. He shall be recognized 
as the offrnml head of the city for a11 ceremonial 1>urposei;, by the. courts for 
the purpose of serving civil procel!ses1 and by the governor for the purposes of 
the military law. In the event of a vacancy in the office of mayor, whether 
b;v death, resignation, or any other cause, the council shall order a special elec­
tion to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term except that in the case of a 
recall, the vacancy shall be filled in the manner provided by this charter. 

• • Secti!)n 11 •. The City ~anager, The city manager shall be the chief ad­
mimstri:tive 0~1cer of th~ city. He shall be chos.en by the council solely on 
the bas1~ ofi his ex!lcuti':e and administtative qualifications.. The choice shall 
not be. limited to mhab1tants :of the city or state. The city manager shall 
be appointed for an indefinite J!etiod, and he shall be removable by the council 
at :-iny time. If removecfa0[n'ftn:ne after one year of service he may demand 
written charge~ and. a public hearing on the same before the council prior to 
the date o_n which his final removal· shall take effect, but during such hearing 
the coU¥cil may suspend him from office. During the absence or disability 
of the city manager the duties of his office shall be performed by some prop­
erly qualified person designated by the council. 

Section 1.2'. Oat~ of (?ffice. Eve;y · ofl:icerof the city shall, before entering 
upon the duties ?f his office, take and subscribe an oath of office in substan­
tially. th~ followmg f~rm: ''I do solemnly swear (or affirm) to support the 
constitution of the Umted States and of this state, and to discharge faithfully 
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THE CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 5 

the duties devolving upon me as ................................ of this .city to the best of my 
judgment and ability/' 

Section 13. Salaries. The members of the council shall sel.'Ve without com­
pensation, except that when meeting as a board of equalization the members 
shall receive not to exceed one dollar per hour. The city manage1• and all sub­
ordinate officers and employees of the city shall receive such salaries or wages 
as may be fixed by resolution of the council. 

Section 14. City Officers uot to Accept Favors or Contracts. No officer 
or employee of the city shall solicit or receive. any 1>ay, commission, money 
or thing of value, or de1:ive any benefit, profit1 or advantage, directly or indi­
rectly, from, or by reason of, any improvement, alteration or repair required 
by authority of the city, or any contract to which the city shall be· a. parly, 
except his lawful compensation or salary as such officer or employee. No officer 
or employee of the city, .except as otherwise provided in this charter,· or by law, 
shall solicit, accept, or receive; directly or indirectly from any public utility 
corporation or the owner of any public utility or franchise, any pass, frank, 
free ticket, free service, or any other favor, upon terms more favorable than 
those granted the public generally. A violation of any of the provisions of 
this s.ection shall disqualify the offender from continuing in office or in the 
employment of the city, and he shall be removed therefrom. Any contract 
with the city in which any . officer or employee of the city is, or becomes, 
directly or indirectly interested, personally, 01· as a member of a fh·m, or as an 
officer or director of a corporation, shall be void; and any money which .shall 
have been paid on such contract by tbe city may be recovered from any or 
all the persons interested therein by joint or several action. 

Section 15. Official Bonds. The· city manager, the city clerk, and· such 
other officers of the city as may be provided for by ordinance; shall each before 
entering upon the duties of their respective offices, give .bond to the city in 
such sum as may be fixed by the council as ah additional security for the faith­
ful pedormance of their 1·espective official duties and the safe-keeping of the 
public funds. Such bonds shall be approved by the city .council and shall be 
endo1•sed by at least t~ree members of the council as having been ·so approved. 
They shall be filed with the secretary of the council, The provisions of the 
laws of the state relating to official· bonds, not inconsistent with this· charter, . 
shall be complied with. The first city manage1: under this cha1-ter shall give 
bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, but the council mar incrf;!ase this 
requirement at any time. · • 

CHAPTER 3 

COUNCIL AND LEGISLATION. 

. Section 16, Council Meeting~. pn the fi~st Monday after the first Tuesday 
m July followmg a 1·egular mumc1pal election, the council shall meet at the 
usual place and time for the holding of council meetings. At. this time the 
newly elected members of the council shall assume the duties of such member­
ship. Tliereafte1· the council shall meet at su:ch times as may be prescribed by 

. ordinance or resolution, except that they shall meet not less than once each 
month, The mayor, or any two members of the council, or the city manager, 
may call special meetings of the council upon at least twelve (12) hours' 
notice to each membe1· of the council: Such notice shall be delivered personally 
to each member or shall be left with some responsible person at the mem­
be:r's ?~ual place of residence. All m_eetings of the council shall be public, and 
any citizen shall have access to the mmutes and records thereof at all reasonable 
times. 



6 PROPOSED CHARTER FOR 

, 
Section 17. Rules of Procedure and Quorum. The council shall determine 

its own rules and order of business, and shall keep a journal of its proceedings. 
A majority .of all members elected shall constitute a quorum to do business, 
but a !ess number may adj~um fr?m ~itne to time. . The council shall provide 
by ordinance a means by which a mmonty may compel the attendance of absent 
members. 

Section 18. Otdinances, Resolutions, and Motions. Except as in this 
charter otherwise provided, all legislati'on and all appropriations 0£ money 
sha!I be by ordinance, save that where an obligation bas been incurred by 
ordinance, payment thereof may be ordered by resolution if the amount ex­
ceeds five hundred dollars, or by ordinary motion if the amount involved is less 
than that sum, and save also that licenses may be granted, salaries may be 

.. fixed, and the powers described in Chapter Eight may be exercised by :resolu-
tion. Every final vote upon all ordinances, resolutions, and motions, and upon 
alLamendments thereto, shall be by ayes and noes, and the vote of each member 
shall be iecorded in the minutes. A majority vote of all the members elected 
to the council shaUbe :required for the,passage of all ordinances, resolutions, 
and motions, except as otherwise provided in this charter. 
. ·Section· 19. Procedure on Ordinances. The enacting clause of all ordi­
nances passed by the council shall be in the words, HThe City of Columbia 
Hei~hts does ordain." Every ordinance shall be presented in writing. Every 
grdmance~ other tlran emergency ordinances, . shall have two public readings 
!n full, and at least three days shall elapse between the first and second read~ 
lllgs thereof .. Every ordinance appropriating money in excess of five hundred 
dollars, ~nd ev_ery or.din_a~ce and resolution aut1?ori~ing the making of any 
contract mvolvmg a habihty on the part of the city m excess of five hundred 

. dollars, shall remain on :file in the office of the secretary of the council at least 
· 0!3-e.week, .and shall ,b~ p11blish_ed 11t leas,t once iµ the offici~l newspaper of the 
·mty or posted on official bulletm boards m the manner provided by this charter, 
be~ore its :final passage except in the case of emergency ordinances or reso­
lutions. 

Section 20. Emergency Ordinances and Resolutions. An emergency ordi­
n,ance or :resolu~ion is an ordinance or resolution for the immediate l)reserva-

,,tion of the pubhc peace, health or safety, in which the emergency is defined or 
declared in a preamble thereto, separately voted upon, and agreed to by at 
lea.st four. members of tl).e council, as. recorded by ayes and noes. An emer­
g!)~cy ordmanc!l qr resolution may be enacted without previous filing or :PUbli­
cat~on. . No grant of any franchise shall be construed to be an emergency 
ordmance or resolution. . 
. S!!~tion 21. Pro~edure on Resolutions. Every resolution shall be !)resented 
m wntmg, and read m full at a council meeting before a vote is taken thereon 
except that the reading of a resolution :may be dispensed with by unanimou~ 
consent. · 

.. Section 22. Sig~ng and Publication of Ordinances and Resolutions. Every 
ordmance or resolution passed by the council shall be signed by the mayor or 
b~ t~o . other members, and shall be filed with the secretary of the council 
within .two days and by him recorded and preserved. Every ordinance and 
r~so~ution shall be publi~hed · at least once in the official paper of the city 
withm fifteen d~ys after its ~ass~ge by the council, or in lieu thereof may be. 
posted on bulletm boards as m this charter provided, and shall be recorded in 
a book kept}or tha~ purpose, which :record shall be attested by the secretary 
of the .council; provided that the _publication of resolutions not involving the 
expenditure of money may be dispensed with if so ordered by the council. 
. . Section 23. Whe~ Ordinances and Resolutions Take Effect. Emergency 
ordmances and resolutions, and ordinances and resolutions making the annual 
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tax levy, determining the annual budget, and providing for local improvements 
and assessments, shall take effect immediately upon their :Passage. All other 
orditmnces and resolutions enacted by the council shall take effect thirty days 
after the date of their passage, u11less a later date is :fixed therein, in which 
event they shall take effect at such later date. Ordinances and resolutions 
adopted by the electors of the city shall take effect at the time fixed therein, or, 
if no such time is designated therein, then thil:ty days after· the adoption 
thereof. 

Section 24. Amendment and Repeal of Ordinances and Resolutions. No 
ordinance or resolution or section thereof snall be amended or rel)ealed by refer­
ence to its title alone, but such amending or repealing ordinance or resolution 
shall contain verbatim the ordinance or resolution or section thereof to be 
amended 01: repealeci;- together with the amended form thereof in case . of 
amendment and the original ordinance, resolution, section or sections thereof 
so amended shall be repealed. 

Section 25. Secretary of Council. The council shall choose a secretary 
and such other officers and employees as may be necessary to serve at its 
meetings. The secretary shall be known as the secretary of the council, and 
shall keep such records and perform such other duties as may be 1·equired by 
this charter or by vote of the council. The council may designate any official 
or employee of the city, except the city manager or a member of. the council, 
to act as secretary of the council. 

Section 26. Investigations of City Affairs. The council and the city 
manager, or either of them, and any officer or officers formally authorized by 
them, or either of them, shall have power to make investigations into the city's 
affairs, to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, and compel the production of 
hoo~s and papers. The. council ~.ay at any time provide for an examination or 
audit of the. accounts of any ol.facer or depattmen:t of the city government; 

Section 27. Interferences with Administration. Neither the council rior 
any of its committees or members shall dictate the appointment of any :Person 
to office or employment by the city manager, Cir in any manner interfere with 
the city manager or prevent him from exercising his own judgment in the 
appointment of officers and employees in the administrative service; but this 
shall not be construed to prohibit the council from passing ordinances for es­
tablishing the merit system. Except for the purpose of inquiry the council and 
its members shall deal with the administrative service solely through the city 
manager, and neither the council nor any member thereof shall give orders to 
any of the subordinates of the ci~y manager. either publicly or privately. 

CHAPTER 4 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 

Section 28; The Regular Municipal Election. A regular municipal election 
shall be held on the second Monday in June in the year 1921 and biennially 
thereafter at such place or places as the city council may designate. At least 
fifteen days previous notice shall'be given by the city clerk of the time and. 
place of holding such election, and of the officers to. be elected, by posting a . 
notice thereof in at least five of the most public places in the city, or by pub­
lishing a. notice thereof at least once in the official newspaper, or both, as 
the council may ordain, but failure to give such notice shall not invalidate 
such election. At the regular election there shall be elected, in addition to 
the municipal officers, two justices of the l)eace until such time as a municipal 
court shall be established in the city. · 
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Section 29. Special Elections, The council may by resolution order a 
.. special electioll, fix the time of holding the same, and provide .all means for 

h<ilding such special election. The procedure at such election shall conform 
as nearly as possible to that herein provided for other municipal elections. 

Section 30. Judges and Clerks of ::Election. The council shall at least ten 
• days before each municipal election appoint three . qualified voters of each 

election district to be judg.es of election therein. The judges of each elec­
tion disttict shall appoint two qualified · electors of . the same district, or as 
many more as may be authorized py the council, to serve .as clerks of election. 

Section :n. Nominations by Petition. The mode of nomination of all elec­
ti'7e office1·s provided for oy this charter shall be by petition. The name of 
any elector of the city shall be printed Upon the ballot whenever a petition 
as hereinafter, prescribed shall have been filed in his behalf with the city clerk. 
Such petition shall be signed by a number of .electors equivalent to at least five 
per cent of the toml number of votes cast at the last regular municipal election. 
No elector shall sign petitions for more candidates than the number of places 
to be filled at the election, and should he do so his signature shall be void as 
to the petition or,11etitions last filed. All nomination petitions shall be in the 
hnds of the city clerk at 1east 10 days before the election; The clerk shall 
prepare the ballots in a 1nam1er to be provided by ordinance. 

Section 32. Nomination Petitions. The signatures to the nomination 
petition need not all ·be a'.[)pended to one paper, but to each separate paper 
there· shall be attached an affidavit of the circulator thereof stating the num­
ber of signers of such pape1•. and that each signature appended thereto was 
made in his 'Presence and is the genuine signature of the person whose name 
it purports to be. With each signature :Shall be stated the place of residence 
of-the aigner; giving the street and number or other description sufficient to . 
identify the same. The form of the nomination petition shall be substantially 
as follows: · 

NOMINATION PETITION. 

We, the undersigned electors of the City of Columbia Heights, hereby 
noAtinate .... ; .. , .................................. ,. whose 1•esidence is ....... ,. ..................•.... , for the 
ofl'.ice · of councilman, to be voted for at the election to be held on the ........... . 
day of .............. ,•··-··········• .19 ...... ; and we individually certify that we are quali-
fied electors and that we have not signed more nomination petitions of candi­
dates for this office than there are persons to be elected thereto. 
Name Street and Number 

-~---··············--··········· 
. : .. :: .. :·•·····:···••········•·····• being duly sworn, depos~s and s;ys that he is the circu-
lator of the :foregoing petition paper containing ............ signatures, and that 
the signatures appended thereto were inade in his ptesence and .are the signa­
tures of the persons whose names they purport to be. 

. . . . . Signed ................................................... . 
Subscribed and, sworn to: befo:re me this ............. ,day o:f ................ , 19 ...... . 

This petition, if found insufficient by the city clerk, shall be returned to 
, ..................... · ......... , at No ......................... , ..................... , ................................. street 

Section 3.3. Canva~ of Elections. The cottncil shall meet and canvass 
the election returns within five days after any rsgular or special election, and 
shall make full declai'ation of the results as scion as possible, and file a state­
ment thereof with the city clerk. This statement shall include: (a) the total 
number of good ballots cast; (b) the total number of spoiled or defective. 
ballots; (c) the vote for each candidate, with an indication of those who were 
elected; (d) a true copy of the ballots used; (e) the names of the judges and 
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cletks of election; and (f) sueh other information as may seem pertinent. The 
city clerk shall :forthwith notify all persons elected of the fact of thefr election • 

Section 34. Procedure at Elections. The conduct of elections shall be 
1·egulated by ordinance, subject to the provisions of. this charter and of the 
General Laws of Minnesota, 

·CHAPTER 5 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL. 

. Section 35. Powers Reserved by th~ People. The people of qoJumbia 
!{eights reserve to themselves the power, m accordance mth the provisions of 
this charter, to initiate and adopt ordinances and resolutions, to require meas­
ures passed by the council to be referred to the electorate for. approval or 
disapproval, and to recall .elected public officials. These powers, shall be 
called the initiative, the referendum, and the recall, respectively. 

Section 36. Expe11ditures by Petitioners. No member of any initiative, 
referendum, or recall committee, no circulato:r of a signature paper, and no 
signer of any such paper, or any other person, shall .accept or offer any reward, 
pecuniary 01· otherwise, for se1·vices i·endered in connection with the circula­
tion thereof, but this shall not prevent the committee from incurring an ex­
pense not to .exceed ten dollars for leg•al advice, copying, printing, and notaries' 
fees. Any violation of the provisions of this section shall constitute a mis­
demeanor. 

Section 37. Further Regulations~ The council shall as soon as possible 
after the organization of the city government under this charter provide by 
ordinance such further regulations for the initiative, referendum, arid i'ecaU · 
not inconsistent with this charter, as may be deemed necessary. Such ordi­
nance shall include the relevant provisions of this charte1·. 

INITIATIVE. 

Section 38. Initiation of l\ieasures. Any five electors may form them­
selves into a committee :for the initiation of any measure. of public concern. 
After formulating their measure they shall file a verified copy thereof with 
the city clerk together with their names and addresses as members of such 
committee, They shall also attach a verified copy of the proposed measure to 
each of the signature papers herein· described, together with thei:r names and 
addresses as sponsors therefor • 

Section 39. Form of Petition and of Signature Papers. The petition for 
the adoption of .any measure shall consist of the measure, together with all 
the signature papers and affidavits thereto attached, Such petition shall not 
be complete unless signed by a number of voters equal to .at least twenty 
per cent of the total number o:f votes cast at the last preceding regular 
municipal election. All the signatures need not be on one signature paper, 
but the circulator of every such paper shall make an affidavit that each 
signature appended to the paper is the genuine signature of the person whose 
name it purports to me. Each signature paper shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

INITIATIVE PETITION. 

proposing an ordinance (or resolution, as the case maybe) to ...........•.................• 
(stating the purpose of the measure), a copy of which ordinance (or reso-
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Iution) is. hereto attached. This measure is sponsored by the following com-
mittee of ·electors: A 
Name ddress 
1............................................................. ······--······························--··••.•········· .. ······· 
2................... ........................ ................ .. ............. ., .............................................. . 
3 .............. , ................. ' ....... . . ........ . .............................................................. . 
4 •• ···········--·······••.•·······--·········--•--.•········ ............................................................... . 
5~.,.,. .. .,; .... •••• .•••••••• ....... ,..,.,.---..._..,.,.._.,,. __ ,..,,.,..,,. .................... ,. ~••• ..... ,u .............................. ,. ... ,.,.,.n•••••• .............................. ,. ... ,. 

The undersigned electors, understanding the terms and the nature of the 
measure hereto attached, petition the council for its adoption, or, in lieu 
thereof, for its submission to the electors for their approval. 

· Name · Address 
:I. .................................................. ·.•..• ··························································--···· 
2· ... · ............................... ····················· ............................................................... . 
8 ............... :........................................ ··········································--·········•··--······ 
At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the 
circulator, mentioned above. · 

Section 40 . .. Filing of Petitions and Action Thereon. All ·the signature 
papers shall be £led in the office of the city clerk as one instrument. Within 
nve days after the filing o:f the petition the city clei.'k shall ascertain by ex­
amination the number of electors whose signatures are appended thereto, 
and whether this number is at least twenty per cent of the total number of 
electors who cast their voj;es at the last preceding regular municipal election. 
If he ;finds the petition insufficient or irregular, he shall at once notify one or 
more of the committee of sponsors of that fact, certifying the reaRons for 
his finding. The committee shall then <be given thirty days in which to file 
additional signature papers and to correct the petition in a11 other particulars. 

- If at the· end of that period the petition is :found to be still insufficient or 
irregular, the .clerk .shall file the same in his office and shall notify each membei· 
of the committee of that fact. The final finding of the insufficiency or irregu­
larity of a petition shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the 
. same purpose, nor shall it prevent the council from referring the measure to 
the electors at the next regular or any special election, at its option. 

Section 41.. Action of Council on Petition. Whenever the petition shall 
be found to be sufficient, the city clerk shall so certify to the council at its 
next meeting, and the council shall at once read the measure and 1·efer it to an 
appropriate committee, which may bi> a committee of the whole. The com­
mittee or council shall thereupon provide for public hearings upon the measure, 
after the holding of which the measure shall be finally acted upon by the 
council not later than sixty~fi.ve days after the date upon which such measure 
was submitted to the council by the city. clerk. If the council shall fail to 
pass the proposed measure, or shall pass it in a form different from that set 
forth in the petition and unsatisfactory to the petitioners, the proposed measure 
shall be submitted by the council to the vote of the electors at the next election 
occurring not less than three months after the date of the final action by the 
council, and if no election is to be held within three months from such date, 
then the council shall call a special election to be held not less than thirty 
;nor more than forty-five days from such date. In case the council passes 
the proposed measure with amendments and at least four-fifths of the com­
mittee of petitioners do not express their dissatisfaction with such amended 
form· by a certificate filed with the city clerk within ten days from the passage 
thereof by the council, then the measure need not be l:!ubmitted to the electors, 

Section 42. Initiative Ballots. The ballots used when voting upon any 
such proposed measure shall state the substance thereof, and shall give the 
voter the opportunity to vote either "For the measure" or "Against the meas-
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ure.'' If a majority of the electors voting on any such measure sh!lll vote in 
favor thereof, it shall thereupon become an ordinance or resolution of the 
city as the case may be, Any number of proposed measures may be voted 
upon at the same election, but in case there shall be more than one, the voter 
shall be allowed to vote for or against each separately. 

Section 43. Initiation of. Charter Amemlments. Nothing in this charter 
contained shall be construed as in any way affecting the right of the electors 
under the constitution and statutes of Minnesota to propose amendments to 
this charter. 

REFERENDUM. 

.·:. S~ction 44. The Referendum. If prior to the date wheii. an ordi~ance or 
resolution takes effect a petition signed by qualified electors o:1; the. city equal 
in.number to twenty per cent of the total vote at the last regular municipal 
election be filed with the city clerk xequesting that any such measure, or any 
part thel'eof, be repealed or be submitted ~o ~ vote of ~he electors, ~e said 
measure shall thereby be prevented from gomg rnto operation. The council shall 
thereupon reconsider the said measure at its next regular meeting, and either 
repeal the same, or reJ)eal the sections thereof to which objection has been 
i:aised by the petitioners, or by aye and no vote reaffirm. its a~herence to 
the measu1·e as _pas,sed. In the latter case the CO!,In~d shall 1mmed1ate!y order 
a special municipal election to be held thereon within not less than thirty nor 
111ore than forty-five days from the action of the council calling it. If a ma­
jority of the voters voting thereon are opposed. to the measure, it shall not 
become effective; but if a majority of the voters voting thereon favor the 
measure, it shall go into effect immediately or on the date therein specified. 

Section 45. Referendum P~titions. The 1·equirements laid down in sections 
39 and 40 above as to the formation of committees for the initiation o:f measures 
and as to the form of petitions and signature papers shall apply to the refer­
endum as far as possible, but with such verbal changes as may be necessary. 
A referendum _petition shall begin as follows: 

REFERENDUM PETITION. 

proposing the repeal 9f an ordinance (or resolution,. as the case mar be) \o 
... ___ .......... :. (statmg the purpose of the measure), a copy of which ordi-
nance (or resolution) is hereto attached. This measure is sponsored by, etc. 

Section 46. Referendum Ballots. The ballots used in any· referendum 
election shall conform to the rules laid down in section 43 of this charter for 
initiative ballots. 

RECALL. 

Section 47. The Recall. Any five electors may form themselves into a 
committee for the putpose of bringing about the recall of any elected officer 
of the city. The committee shall certify to the city clerk the name <!f the 
officer whose removal is sought, a statement of the grounds for removal m not 
more than two hundred and fifty words and their intention to bring about his 
recall. A copy of this certificate shall be .attached to each signature paper 
and no signature paper shall ,be put into circulation previous to such certifica­
tion. 
· Section 48. Recall Petitions. The petition for the recall of any official 
shall consist of a certificate identical with that filed with the city clerk to­
gether with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto attached. All the 
signatures need not be on one signature paper, but the circulator of every such 
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paper shall make an affidavit that each signa.ture appended to- the pap~r is the 
geni:iine signature o:j; the pe_rsoi,iw:hose.na~e it PtU'P?rts to be. Each signature 
paper shall be m substantially the following form. 

RECALL PETITION. 
proposing the recall 0£ ............................... from hi~ office as ................. ~ .......... , 
which tecaU is sought for the reasons set. forth m . the attached certificate. 
This movement is sponsored by the followmg committee of electors; 

Name Address 
........................ · .......................... - ..................................................... .. 

2 ............. ·········--·'"····· ................... . ................... ___ ....... -..................... . 
·3· ........... : ~ ............. --; ................................... ,.................. . ..... · ........................... ~ ......................................... -........................... . 
4 ........ , .•. .-.................... ,.... ........... ................. - ............................. . 
5 ....... · .............................................. -.................. ,...... . ........ ,,. ................... · ........ _ ......................... - ..................... . 
· -· The undersigned electors, understanding: the nature. of the charges agai~st 

the officer herein sought to be recalled,. desire the holdmg of a recall election 
for that purpose. Add 

Name ress 
! ......................... · ........... ·•'!* -............ - -•-.-~ ............. -... ......... .. ................. ,. ..... _ ..... ,. ............. _ ...................................... "" 

2 ... : .... _............................................................................ . ......................................... _ ............................................... _ .......... .. 
3.-· ..... : ................................................ - ........................ _. .. ............................................. ~---«••·-···········-··-··········· 

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the 
circulatorf mentioned above. . . 
· ,Section 49, Filing of Petition.. Within thirty days after. ~he ~lmg of ~he 

· original certificate, the C?ll'lmittee shall file t~e completed pe?-~on m the office 
-.. of~the city clerk, 'l'he city clerk shall examine the same withm .the next five 

days• and if he finds it irregularjn any- way, or finds that the number of 
sign~rs is less than twenty~fi.ve pe1; cent of the tot~I. number !>f elector.s who 

- cast their votes at the last precedmg regular mun1C1pal election, he shall so 
:rtot1£y- one or more-members of .the committee. The committee shall then be 
given ten days in which to file additional signature papers and to correct the 
petition in aU other respects, but they. may not change the state!llent of ~he 
grounds upon which the recall is sought. If at the end of. that tm_ie the city 
clerk .finds. the petition still insufficient or irregular he shf!-1~ no.tify; all ~he 
membei:s of the committlfe to that effect and shall file the petit~on m his office. 
Np further action shall be taken thereon. 

Section 50, Recall Election. I1f the petition or ame11;ded .Petition be found 
sufficient, the city clerk shall transmit it to the council without d~l_ay, and 
shaU also officially notify the person sought to· be :z:ecalled of ~he sufl'Icienct of 

, the petition and of the pending action. The council shall at its next meetmg, 
by motion, provide :for the holding of a special recall. election ~ot less than 
thirty nor more than forty-five days tbereafter, provided. that 1f a~y other 
municipal election is to .occur within sixty-. days after such meetm~. the 
counc~l may in its . discretion provide for the holding of the rec~ll ele~ti~n ,a~ 
that tiIXl.e, : I • J • 1 >J., 

Section 51, ·. Procedure at Recall Election. In the published call £or the 
election, whether posted o:n bulletin boards or printed in the . official l;)aper, 

, there shall be giventhe statement of the grounds £or: the recall and 31ls.o, 1~ not 
n10:re than five hundred· words, the answer of the officer concerned m Justifica­
tion of his course in office. Candidates to succeed the officer to be recalled 
shall be nominated in the usual way, and the election shall b~ conducte~ as 
far as possible, in accordance with the U!lual procedure in mumcipal elections. 

Section 52. Form of Recall Ballot. tr nless the officer whose remov~l 
is southt shall have resigned within ten days after the receipt by the council 
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of the completed recaU petition, the form of the ballot at such election shall 
be as near as may be: "Shall A be recalled?", the name of the officer whose 
1·ecall is sought being inserted in place of A, and the electors shall be per­
mitted to vote separately ''Yes" or "No" upon this question. The ballot shall 
also contain the names of the candidates to be voted upon to fill the vacancy, 
in case the recall is successful, under the caption: "Candidates to fill the place 
of A, if re.called." But the officer whose recall is sought shall not himself 
be a candidate upon such baUot. In case a majority of those voting for and 
against the recall of any official shall vote in favor of recalling such official, he 
shall be thereby removed :from office, and in that event the candidate who 
receives the highest number of votes £or his place shall be elected thereto 
£or the balance of the unexpired term. If the officer sought to be recalled 
shall have resigned within ten days after the receipt by the council of the 
completed recall petition, the form of ballot at the election shall be the same, 
as nearly as may be, as tbe form in use at a regular municipal election. 

CHAPTER 6 

ADMINISTRATION OF CITY AFF.AIRS. 

Section 53. Powers and Duties of the City Manager. Subject to the pro­
visions of this charter and any regulations consistent therewith which may 
be adopted by the council, the city manager shall control and direct tb,e ad­
ministration of the city's affairs, except that the police department and the 
enforcement of the laws pertaining to said department shall be under the 
sole control of the mayor. His powers and duties as city manager shall be 

(a) To see that this charter and the laws1 ordinances, and resolutions of 
the city are enforced; · _ . 

(b) To al)point and, except as herein provided, remove- -the city clerk, 
all heads of departments, and all subordinate officers and employees in the 
departnients, all appointments to be upon merit and fitness alone; . 

(c) To exercise control over all departments. and divisions of the city 
administration created by this charter or which may be hereafter created by 
the council except as herein provided; -

(d) . To attend all meetings .of the c.ouncil, with the right to take part 
in the discussions but. having no vote; but the council may at its discretion 
exclude him from meetings at which his removal is considered; 

(e) To recommend to the council for adoption such measures as he may 
deem necessary for tbe welfare of the people and the efficient administration 
of the city1s affairs; 

(f) To keep the council fully advised as to the financial condition and 
needs of the city, and to prepare and to submit to the council the annual budget; 

(g) To prepare and to submit to the council £or adoption an adminis­
trative code incorporating the details of administrative procedure, and from 
time to time to suggest amendments to the same; and 

(h) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this charter 
01· required of him by ordinances or resolutions adopted by the . council. 

Section . 54. Departments of Administration. The council may create 
such departments, divisions, and bureaus for the administration of the city's 
affairs as may seem necessary, and from time to time alter the powers . and 
organization of the same. It shall, in conjunction with the city manager, 
prepare a complete administrative code for the city and enact the same in the 
form of an ordinance, which may; be amended from time to time by ordinance. 

Section 55. Subordinate Officers. There shall be a city clerk and. such 
other officers subordinate to the city manager as the council may create by 
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ordinance paiised by a four-fifths vote. The city clerk shall ,be subject to the 
direction of the city manager, and shall have such. duties in connection with the 
keeping of the public reco1•ds, the custody and disbursement of the public funds, 
and the general administration of the city's affairs as shall be ordained by the 
council. The city clerk may be designated to act as secretary of the council, 
and lie shall act as city treasurer until the council by ordinance otherwise 
provide. The council :may by ordinance abolish offices which have been created 
·by ordinance, and it may combine the duties of various offices as it may see fit. 

Section 56. Purchases and Contracts. The city manager shall be the 
chief purchasing agent of the city. AU purchases on behalf of the city shall 
be made,· and all contracts let by the city manager subject to the approval of 
the council, whenever the amount of such purchase or contract exceeds $500.00. 
All contracts, bonds and instruments of every kind to which the city shall be 
a party shall be signed by the mayor on behalf of the city as well as by the 
city manager, and shall be executed in the name of the city. 

Section 57. Contracts, How Let. In a11 cases of work to be done by con­
tract, 'or of the purchase of property of any kind, where the amount involved 
is more than five hundred dollars, unless the council shall by an emergency 
ordinance otherwise provide, the city manager sha11 advertise for bids in such 
manner as mat be designated by the council. Contracts of this magnitude 
shall be let onlY, by the council upon the recommendation of the city manager, 
and shall he let to the lowest responsible bidder. The council may, however, 
reject any and all bids. Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the 
council from contracting by four-fifths vote for the doing of work with patented 
:vrocesses, or from the purchasing of patented appliances. Further regulations 
for the making of bids and the letting of contracts shall be made by ordinance. 

CHAPTER 7 

TAXATION AND FINANCE. 

Section 58. Cotmcil to Control Finances. The council shall have full 
authority over the financial affairs of the city, and shall provide for the col­
lection of all revenues and other assets, the auditing and settlement of accounts, 
and-the safekeeping and disbursement of public moneys; and in the exercise 
of a sound discretion shall make appropriations for the payment of all liabili­
ties and expenses. 

Section 59. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the city shall end each year on 
the 81st day of December. · 

Section 60. Assessment for Taxation. Except as herein otherwise pro­
vided, the general laws of the state relating to taxation shall apply in this 
city. The council shall regulate by .ordinance the method of making assess­
ments and shall require fair valuations to be :m:ade. 

Section 61; Board of Equalization. The council shall constitute a board 
of equalization and shall meet as such in the usual place for holding council 
meetings on the last Monday in June to equalize the assessments according 
to law. 

Section 62. Preparation of the Annual Budget. The city manager shall 
prepare the ~stimates for the annual budget. The estimates of expenditures 
shall be arranged for each department or division of the city under the fol­
lowing heads: . (1) Ordinary expenses (for operation, maintenance, and 1.·e­
pairs); and (2). Capital outlays (for new construction, new equipment, and 
all improvements of a lasting character). Ordinary expenses shall be sub­
divided into: (a) Salari~s, with a list of all salaried offices and positions, with 

THE CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 15 

the salary allowance and the number of persons holding each; (b) Wages; 
(c) Printing, advertising, telephone, telegraph, express charges, and other 
like items; (d) Supplies and repairs, with sufficient detail to be readHy un­
derstood. AU increases and decreases shall be clearly shown. In parallel col­
umns shaU be added the amounts granted and the amounts expended under 
similar heads for the past two completed :fiscal years and, as :far as possible, 
for the cmTent year. In addition to the estimates of expenditures,· the esti­
mates shall include a statement of the revenues which have accrued for the 
past two completed fiscal years, with the amounts collected and the uncollected 
balances, together with the same information, as far as possible, for the 
current fiscal year, and an estimate of the revenues for the ensuing fiscal year. 
The statement of revenues for each year shall specify the following items: 
Sums derived from (a) taxation, (b) fess, (c) fines, (d) interest, (e) miscel­
lan~ous, not included in the foregoing, (f) sales and rentals, (g) operatio:n of 
public utilities, (h) special assessments, and (i) sales of bo11ds and other obliga­
tion, Such estimates shall be in typewriting, and there shall be at least ten 
copies, one for each me111ber of the council, one for ·the city .manager, one for 
the city clerk, and three at least to be posted in public places in the city. The 
estimates shall be submitted to the council at its regular monthly meeting in 
August, and shall be made public. The city manager may submit with the esti­
mates such explanatory statement or statements as he may deem necessary, 
and during the first three years under this charter he shall be authorized to in­
terpret the requirements of this section as requiring only such compm:isons 
of the city's finances with those of the yillage of Columbia Heights as may be 
feasible and pertinent. · · 
. Section. 63. Passage of the Budget. The budget shall be . the principal 
item of business at the regular monthly meeting of the .council in August, and 
the councH shall hold adjourned meetings from time to time until all the esti­
mates have been considered. The meetings shall be so conducted as to give 
intereste~ citizens a reasonable amount of time in whfoh to be heard, and an 
op~ortumt:1r to ask such _questions .as maY:' seem perti11ent to them. The budget 
~stimates shall be read m full, and the city manager shall explain the various 
items thereof as fully as may be deemed necessary by the council. The annual 
budget finally agreed upon shall be a resolution setting forth in detail the 
~on:plete financial project ?f the city for the ensuing fiscal year. It shall 
indicate the sums to be raised and from what sources, and the sums to b~ 
spent and for what 1>1;1rposes, according to the plan indicated in section 63. 
The total su~ appropriate~ shall be less than· the total estimated revenue by 
a safe margm, The council shall adopt the budget resolution not later than 
the 1st day in October. 

Section 64. Enforcement of the Budget. It sha11 be the duty of the city 
manager to enforce stri~tly the 1>rovisions of the budget. He shall not approve 
a;1Y warrant upon the. city treasurer.for any expenditure unless an .appropria:­
tion has been made ~n the b~dp;et, nor for any e:xpenditure covered by the 
budget unless there i~ a sufficient unexpended balance left after deducting 
th~ total past expenditures and the sum of all outstanding. wan·ants. No 
ofl'Icer or employee of the city shalI place any orders or make any purchases 
e:ece~t for the purposes and amounts authorized in the budget. Any obliga- . 
tion m.curred by any person ~n the employ of the city for any purpose not 
authorized or for any amount m excess of the amount therein authorized shall 
be a personal obligation upon the person incurring the e:i.'1)enditure. 
. Section 65. Altera~ions in: the Budget. After the.bude;et shall have been 
duly adopted, the council shall not have power to inc1·ease the amounts therein 
fixed, whether by the insertion of ?lew items or otherwise, beyond the estimated 
revenues, unless the actual receipts shall exceed such estimates, and in that 
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event not beyond such actual receipts. The sums fixed in the budget shall be 
and become appropriated after the beginning of the fi1;1cal year for t~e several 
purposes nanied therein and no other._ The coul!cil may at any time, ?Y a 
resolution passed by.a four-fifths vote, reduce salaries 01· the sums appropriated 
for any other purpose, or authorize the transfer of sums :from unexpended 
balances to other purposes. 

Section 66. Levy and Collection of Taxes. On 01· before the 1st of October 
each year the council shall levy by resolution the taxes necessa1;y to meet the 
requirements of the budget for the ensuing fiscal _year, subject to the. limita­
tions of this charter. The city clerk shall transmit to the county auditor an­
nually, not later than the 10th of October, a statement of all the taxes levi~d, 
and such taxes -shall be collected and the payment thereof be enf~rced. with 
and in like manner as state and county taxes. No tax shall be mvahd by 
reason of any informality in the manner of li;vying the sa~e, nor because t?,e 
amount levied. shall exceed the amount required to he raised for the special 
purposes £or which _the. same is levied, but in that case the _surplus. s~all go 
into the furtd to which such tax belongs. The twenty-five mill tax l~m1~ pre­
scribed in Section 17.35, General Statutes of 1913 shall not apply to this city. 

Section 67. - Tax Settlement with County Treasurer. The city treasurer 
shall see to it that all moneys in the .county treasury belonging to the city are 
promptly turned over to the city according to law. · 

Section 68. Disbursements, How Made. .,/\11 disbursements shall be made 
only upon the order of the mayor and city manager, duly authorized by a reso­
iution of the council and every such resolution and order shall specify the pur­
pose ;f'o.r which the disbursement is made, and indicate that it is to be paid 
out of the proper fund. Each such order shall be payable to the order of the 

, person in .whose fa".o~ i~ is_ drawn. :{3ut no such order; shall be issued until 
· tne',re is money suff1ciem; to pay the same to the credit of the fund out . of 

which it is to be paid, together with all then outstanding orders against such 
fund·. Any order or resolution :for the payment of money violating any pro­
vision. .of this section shall be void, and any officer of the city violating any 
provisicm gf this section shall b~ personally responsible for t~e. amount of such 
payment, if any such payment 1s made confa:ary to the prov1S1ons hereof. No 
contract requiring the payment of money by the city shall be valid unless the 
particular fund out of which the same is to be paid is specified in such con­
tl'act. No claim against the city shall ,be allowed unless accompanied by an 
itemized bill and voucher, pay roll, or time sheet signed by the responsible 
officer who has personal knowledge of the facts in the case and vouches for 
the correctness and teasonableness of the claim. 

Section 69. Funds to be Kept. There shall be maintained in the city 
treasury the following funds fol.' the support of which the council may levy an 
annual tax: 

· (a) -A sinking fund :for the purchase, or payment when due, of any bonds 
or any other debt of the city and to l)ay the interest on all bonds and other 
obligations of the city. The council sha11 levy an annual tax sufficient to 
meet all obligations against this fund when due, unless otherwise provided for. 
· (h) A public utility fund or :funds for the acquisition, construction, ex­
tension, maintenance, and operation of any public utility owned or operated 
by the city, including the payment of the interest on any bonds or other in­
debtedness which may be a• lien upon such utility. There shall be paid into 
this fund all 111oneys derived from the sale of bonds issued on account of any 
utiUty, and from .the operation of such utility, and from the sale of any prop­
erty acquired :for or used in connection with any such utility. There shall 
be paid out of this fund the cost of the purchase, construction, extension, 
operation, maintenance and repair of such utility, including the interest upon 

THE CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 17 

;;, 

all bonds or other indebtedness which may be a lien upon such utility. Any 
surplus in said fund may be used for the purchase of any bonds or certificates 
of indebtedness issued against said utility, and ;for the payment of such bonds 
or other indebtedness upon their maturity, Separate funds and accounts shall 
be kept :for each such utility operated separately, and in case -two 01• more 
utilities are operated together the funds and accounts shall be kept separately 
as :far as practicable. 

(c) A general fund :for the support of such other :funds and for the pay­
ment of such expenses of the city as the council may deem proper. Into this 
fund shall be paid all moneys not herein provided to be paid into any other fund, 

(d) A permanent improvement !'evolving- fund, which shall not be sup­
ported by general taxation. There shall ];)e paid into this fund moneys received 
on special assessments levied :for local improv_ements. The council may by 
resolution determine the aggregate amount of the assessments for local im- . 
pl'ovements which, in its judgment, shall be extended for payment, as is pro­
vided in Chapter -Eight of-1:hiS-c.h.arter, but in no case shall such aggregate 
amount exceed eighty per cent of the total estimated cost of such improvement, 
and order' the issuance and sale of bonds representing such aggregate sum, 
which shall entitle the .holder thereof to. demand and 1·eceive :from the city of 
Columbia Heights upon the surrender of such bonds to the treasurer on or 
after the date of payment thereof, the amount of money named therein to be 
paid, with the rate of interest stipulated to be paid thereon to the due date 
thereof and not after such date. Such bonds may be issued in such amounts 
and become due on such dates as the council may determine. The proceeds of 
the sale of said bonds sh.all be paid into the permanent improvement revolving 
fund. The council may, in its discretion, either sell said bonds direct to in­
vestors, or may contract :for the. sale of all such bonds that may be issued 
during any calendar year. No sale of such bonds, by contract, shall be made 
except after advertising for bids, at least one week p1•ior to sale a11d such -
sales shall be made to the highest responsible bidder. Bids may be asked on 
the basis of a rate of interest specified .in the proposals and on the net interest 
basis on which the bidder will pay par for the same. · 

Section 70. Receipts to go to City Treasurer. All receipts of money be­
longing to the city, or any branch thereof, excepting only those funds collected 
by the county treasurer,- shaH be. paid into the city treasurer by- the person 
authorized to receive the same at the close of each business day. AU such 
moneys, and also all moneys received upon tax settlements :o;om the county 
ti;easurer, shall be deposited as soon as received in a bank or banks approved by 
the city council. Any·person in the employ of the city guilty of a violation 
of this provision shall be liable to be !'educed in rank and salary or to be dis­
missed from his office or position, as the council may determine after a hearing. 

Section 71. Accounts and Reports. The city managel' shall be the chief 
accounting officer of the city and of every branch thereof, and the council m,ay 
p1'.eScribe and enforce proper accounting methods, foJ:ms, blanks, and other de~ 
vices consistent with the law, this charter, and the ordinances in accord with 
it. He shall submit to the council a statement each month showing the amount 
of money in the custody of the city treasurer, the status of all :funds, the 
amount spent or chargeable against each of the annual budget allowances and 
the balances left in each, and such other information relative to the finances 
of the city ·as the council may require. Once each year, on or before the last 
day of January, the city manager shall submit a report to the council covering 
the entire financial operations of the city for the past year. This report shall 
show the actual total receipts and actual total expenditures, omitting duplica­
tions, and stating the cash balance at the beginning of the last fiscal year 
and at the close; the total outlays- for operation and maintenance, and the 
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total capital outlays; the condition o~ each of the funds; the total receipts by 
sources and the total expenditures by general purposes; the total outstanding 
bonds and debts of the. city, when due, the amount of new bonds issued and 
the amount redeemed, the interest rate o:f each; the condition of all the annual 
budget a1lowances1 and an inventory of all the property owned by the city; 
and such :further 1n:formation as the council and other city officials .and the 
tax payers should know. 

Section 72. Bonded Debt and Debt Limit. No bonds shall ever be issued 
to pay cur1·ent e:i..'!)enses or to -refttnd certificates o:f indebtedness issued to 
'Provide for temporary deficiencies in the revenues to cover current eXIJenses, 
but bonds may be issued by a four~fifths vote of the council, subject to the 
referendum powers of the people, for the purchase of real estate, for new 
construction, for new equipment, and for all improvements. of a lasting charac­
ter. The total bonded debt of the city shall never exceed ten per cent of the 
assessed valuation of all the taxable property, in the city, but in computing 
the total bonded d.ebt, emergency debt certificates, and bonds issued prior to 
the adoption of this charter and either held in a sinking fund, or issued for the 
purchase, construction, maintenance, extension, enlargement, or improvement 
of water or lighting plants, or for the creation or maintenance of a permanent 
imp:rovement :revolving :fund, shall not be counted as part of such total bonded 
;debt, • In no case shall · bonds be issued to :run for more than thirty years. 
The purposes for which bonds are issued shall be set fo:rth in the ordinance 
authorizing them,. and the proceeds. from such bonds shall not be diverted to 

.any other purpose. 
Section 73, Fonn and Repayment of Bonds. Bonds issued . by the city 

may take the form either of term bonds or of serial bonds. In case of the 
issuance of any term bonds, it shall be the duty of the city manager to include 
in his . est!mate~ e~ch year a sufficient sum, with a safe margin to spare, to 
set aside m a smkmg fund for the repaym:ent of the bonds· at the end of the 
term, and another sum to 1my the interest on the bonds for that year. In 
case of the issuance of serial bonds, it shall be his duty to include in his esti­
mates each yeai: a sum amply sufficient to pay the principal and interest on 
any bonds falling due that year, and another sttm sufficient to pay the interest 
fo:i: that year on the bonds still outstanding. 
. Section 74. . Emergency Debt Certificates. If in any year the receipts 
f:rom taxes QI' other sources should from some unforeseen cause becmne insuffi­
cient ;for the ordinary expenses of the city, or if. any calamity or othe:r public 
emerg~ncy should subject the city to the necessity of making extraordinary 
eXIJend1tures, then the council may authorize the sale by the city treasurer 
of emergency debt certificates to run not to exceed one year and to bear 
interest at. six per cent per annum, A tax sufficient to redeem all such certifi­
cates at m~turity sball be levied as part of the budget of the following year. 
The authorization ?f an issue of such ·emergency debt certificates shall take 
the form of an ordmance approved by four-fifths of the members of the coun­
cil;_ the ordinance may, if deemed necessaty, be passed as an emergency 
ordinance, 

Ir 
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CHAPTERS 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Section 75. Power to make local improvements. The city of Columbia 
Heights shall have the power to lay and construct, extend, relay and repair, 
and maintain, directly by day labor, or by contract, pave1nents, curb and 
gutters, sidewalks, sewers, water mains, electric conduits, and any and all othe:r 
local imp:rovements in or under the streets, alleys, and public places in the city. 

Section 76. Power to Levy Special Assessments. The power of the city 
of Columbia Heig·hts, under the conditions in this charter specified, to provide 
by any lawful method for the payment of the whole or any part of the cost of 
any local improvement by special assessments upon the property specially 
benefited thereby, shall not be denied, and the city of Columbia Heights shall 
possess this powe1· as fully as any other city in. the state. The amount assessed 
to the property specially benefited, to pay for such local improvements, shall. 
not, howe~er, exceed the amount of the benefits received by such property. 

Section 77. Local IntproYements, How Made. The council shall have power 
to undertake local imp:rovements by resolution passed ·by four-fifths of its 
,members. The council shall make such local improvements upon petition of not 
less than :fifty per cent of the resident owners of the real estate to be assessed 
therefor, or upon the petition of the resident owners of not less than fifty 
per cent of the real estate to be assessed therefor, as shown by the records in 
the office of the register of deeds of Anoka county. The council may there~ 
upon assess t~e cost of such improvement or any portion thereof, against the 
property specially benefited by such improvement. 

Section 78. Appe~l from Assessment. Any party interested in any prop~ 
erty assessed under this chapter may appeal from such assessment to the dis- · 
trict court of Anoka 0ounty, within thirty days after the publication qf the 
notice of confirm~tion the!eof h:;v the council. Such appeal is hereby cle!llared 
to be the exclusive way m which such assessment can be :revised modified, 
amended or annulled. ' · 

Section 79. Notice of Appeal. Said appeal shall be made by filing a 
written notice with the city clerk, stating the party appeals to the district 
court from the assessment, and containing a description of the property of 
the appellant so assessed, and the objection of the appellant to the assessment 
and by filing wit~ the clerk of the district court within ten days thereafter: 
a copy of the notice of appeal. In case of an appeal, the council :;ihall cause 
a copy of the assessment roll to he made and filed with the clerk of the district 
court within ten days from the t~me .of the service !)f the notice of appeal: In 
case the return so made to the district court shall 1n any respect be defective, 
or insufficient, the court may require a :further and fuller return to b(~ made. 
The cause shall be entered by the clerk of the district court in the name of the 
person taking the appeal against the city as an "Appeal from assessments'' 
and it may be brought on for hearing by either party, the same as other caus;s 
in the dist:rict cou:rt. 

S~cti_?n 80. Tria.l of Asse~sment Appeal. Such appeal shall be hied by 
the d_istrict court, without a Jury, at a general or a special term, without 
pleadings o~her. than as above stated. Upon such trial t!ie appellant can make 
no other obJections 10 ~he a~sess1:1ent than. those stat~d m his notice of appeal, 
but the court may, m its discret10n, permit such notice to be amended in this 
respect at a~y time. The court shall. hear such competent evidence as may be 
offe:red by either party, and may revise, correct, amend, reduce or confi:rm. the 
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assessment appealed from, or may ord
0
er a new assessment to be made as to 

the· property concerning which such a1weal is taken, and in that event shall 
direct tbe cp1Jncil how. to make such new assessment so as to avoid errors 
complained of. - The assessment roll shall! when c?nfirmed by the C?uhcil, ~n 
all cases, whether on an nppeal, or otherwise, and 1n all courts, be :imma fac1e 
evidence of the validity of all proceedings up to, and including, the confh:ma~ 
tion of the assessment. Disbursements, but. no statutory costs, n1ay, in the 
discretion of the district court, be allowed upon an appeal from assessments 
as in other civil cases, but the judgment entered therefor against the city 
shall be a separate judgment and paid out of the general fund of the city. 
From the determination of such 4ppeal by the district cou:d, either party may 
appeal to the supreme cow:t of the state. 

Section 81. Re-assessments. If an assessment shall be set aside by . the 
district court for any cause, ju:l'isdictional 01·. otherwise, the council shall pro­
ceed in like manner as herein required in relation to the first assessment; 
provided, howev. er, that jf the assessment ,as t9 any parcel of land shal~ n?t 
be appealed from, or shall not have been set aside by the court, the council, m 
any subsequent assessments or l'e-assessment, may omit the pieces•or parcels 
of land as to which the ;first assessment shall have been paid. As often as an 
assessment, or re-assessment, against. a piece or parcel of real estate, as­
sessed £0:r any local improven1ent, is set aside, the same shall be re-assessed 
until said property shall have paid its proper proportionate share of the bene­
fits accruing from snid improvement. 

Section 82. Plan of Assessments. Whenever the council shall determine 
to make any local improv.ement, the cost of which may lawfully be assessed 
against benefited property, it shall determine and designate in a general way 
the cha1·acter and extent cif such improvement and the materials to be used, 

" and thereupon it shall .order a careful estimate to be made by the eity manager 
oi the cost of such improvements, together with a list of the several lots and 
parcels. of land fronting upon and adjMent to such proposed improvement 
which he deems benefi,ted thereby, and the names of the owne:cs of the several 
parcels; as neal'ly as can be ascertained. After receiving- such estimates the 
council shall determine what property will be benefited by such local improve­
ment, and shall thereupon publish in the manner provided by this charter a list 
of all such property, with the names of the owners so far as the same can be 
asce:rtained, or in lieu of such list, a desigp.ation of the benefited district by 
giving the boundaries thereof; together with a notice of the time and place 
whenand where all persons intei·ested may appear and be heard by the council 
with respect to benefits and. to the propo1'tion bf the cost of the improvement 
to. be assessed against their property. If the council determines to proceed 
with such improvement, it shall estiinate and fix the cost thereof and shall 
assess and levy such proportion or amount of such cost upon benefited prop­
erty in proportion as it may deem the same benefited; and for such purpose 
shall adopt an assessment roll in such form as it may determine, and fix the 
time when payments may be made. The lien of such assessment shall attach 
to all property assessed as of date of adoption of the assessment 1·01I by the 

· .council. 
Section 83. Payment of Assessments. The council may provide for pay­

ment of special assessments either in a lump sum or in annual instalments 
for a pei·iod of not over ten years1 and it shall provide for extending payments 
over a p·eriQd · of years jf so requested in the property owners' petition. All 
int,erest charges .and miscellaneous costs shall, if not previously paid, be in~ 
chided . .in the tax-bill for the last instalment of such assessment. The council 
shall provide by ordinance a uniform rule as to the number of years over which 
payments for various local improvements shall be extended. 
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Section 84. Penalty for Delinquency. Each assessment or installm~nt 
not paid within the time nxed for payment by the council shall be deemed delm­
quent and a ten per cent penalty shall be added; 

Section 85. Certified to Auditor. Ill each yeal' the council shall cause to 
be made a certified statement of the several pieces of fand against which 
assessments have been made and are delinquent, describing the land affected 
and giving the amount of the assessment with penalties added, which certified 
statement shall be filed with the county auditor of Anoka County, on or before 
the tenth of October each year, rt shall be the duty of the county auditor to 
extend assessments with penalties, as shown by such certified statement, upon 
the tax rolls of the county for taxes of the pa1'ticulal' year in which the assess­
ment is filed, and the same, for each year ending October fifteenth, shall be 
carried into the tax becoming due and payable in January of the :following 
year and shall be enforced and collected in the manner provided for the en­
forcement and collection of state and county taxes under and in accordance 
with the provisions of the gene1•al laws of the state, except that in court pro­
ceedings to enforce the collection of taxes, no defense as to the validity of any 
such .assessments shall be permitted. Such assessment, if not paid, shall be­
come clelinquent and be subject to the same penalties and. the san1e rate of 
interest as the taxes for state and county purposes . under the general laws 
of the state. 

Section 86. County Treasurer Collector for City. All assessments with 
penalties and interest thereon paid to the county treasurer shall belong to 
the city of Columbia Heights, and shall be ti.11•1ied over to the city treasurer 
in the manner provided in this charter and by law. 

CHAPTER 9 

EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Section 87. Power to Acquire Property. The city of Columbia Heights 
is he1;eby empowered to acquire; by riurchase, gift, · devise, or condemnation, 
any property, corporeal or incorporeal, either within · or without its corpo1-.ate 
boundaries, which may be needed by said city for any public use or purpose. 
In addition to the power to acquire property for other public purposes. the 
city may also acquire, as herein provided, any gas, water, heat, power, light, 
telephone, or other"plant, or other public utility; but no proceedings to acquire 
any such public utility shall be consumm~ted unless the city has the money in 
its treasury to_;pay for the same or has by vote of the people made provision for 
paying for the property proposed to be acquired. · 

Section 88. Proceedings in Taking Property. The necessity :for the taking 
of any property by the city shall be determined by the council and shall be 
declared by a resolution which shall describe such property as nearly as may 
be .and ,state the use to which it is to be devoted. The acquisition of such 
property may be acco1nplished by proceedings at law, as in taking land for 
public use by right of eminent domain according to the laws of this state, 
except as ot11erwise provided in this chapte1•. 

· Section 89. Payment of Award. Whenever an award of damages shall 
be confirmed in any proceeding for the taldng of property under this chapte1·, 
or whenever the court shall render final judgment in any appeal from any _such 
award, and the time for abandoning such proceeding$ by the city shall have 
expired, the city shall be bound to and shall, within sixty days of such final 
determination, pay the amount of the award with interest thereon at the rate 
of six per cent per annum :from the date of the confirmation of the award or 
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judgment of the court, as the case may be; and if not so paid, judgment there­
fonnay be had. againsUhe city. 

Section •90, City l\fay Abandon Proceedings .. The city J?aY, by resolu­
tion of the council at any stage of the .co~dmnnation.proceedmgs, or at any 
time within thirty days after any commiss10ners appomted by the court here­
under shall have filed their report with the clerk of court, 01· in case of an 
appeal to the district 01· supreme court at any time within thirty days after 
final determination thereof, .abandon such proceedings as to · all or any parcel 
of the. property sought to be acquired and shall pay all costs thereof. 

Section l)l. · City May Take Entire Plant. In case the city shall condemn 
a public utility wlJ.ich is operated .at the time of the. commencement of con­
demnation proceedmgs as one property or one system, 1t sh:all not be necessa~y 
in such condemnation proce(')dings or any of the proceedmgs of the. council, 
to describe or treat separately the different kinds of pr<?perty composmg s~ch 
system, but all of the property, lands, articles, franchises and. rights which 
enter. into ;ind go to make up. such system may, unless otherwise ordered by 
the court, be treated together as constituting one property and a~ a_ward for 
the whole p:roperty in. one lump sum may be made by the commissioners on 
condemnation or other body assessing the damages. But thi~ shal~ n?t prevent 
the city, iR cases where the plant and property is separable mto d~stmct part~, 
;from taking only such part or parts thereof as may be necessary m the public 
interests. 

Section . 92. Easements, Row A<!quired. Easements for slopes,. fills, 
sewers building lines, poles, wires, pneumatic tubes, pipes and conduits for 
water, 'gas, .heat and power, may be acquired by gift, devise, purchase, or con­
demnation in the manner provided by law. 

CHAPTER.10 

FRANCHISES. 

Section 93. Franchises Defined. The word "franchise'' as used in this 
chapter shall be construed to mean any special privilege granted to any_ person, 
co-partnership, or corpol'ation, in, over, upon, or under any of thE; ~nghways 
or public places of the city of Columbia Heights, whether such p1·1vilege has 
heretofore been granted by .the village of Colum~ia Heig'b,ts or. the ?tate of 
Minnesota, or shall he:reafter be granted by the city of Columbia Heights or 
the state of Minnesota. The terrns "public service corporation/' "co-partner­
ship," or "person," as used in this chaptei:, _shall be const~ued ~o _mean R?Y 
corporation, co-partnership; or person e:xerc1smg any francJnse within the ~ity 
of Columbia Heights, The term. "company" shall mean either a corporation, 
a co-partnership, or any person exercising any franchise within the city of 
Columbia Heights. 

Section 94. Franchise Ordinances. The council may grant franchi~es by 
ordinance adopted by a four-fifths vote, but in no case shall a franchise. be 
granted by an emergency ordinance. Franchise rights shall alw~ys be subJect 
to the superiot' 1·ight of the public to the use of streets and public pl~ces, All 
corporations, co-partnel'ships or persons desiring to make an especially bur­
densome use of the streets '01• public places, inconsistent with the public's 
right in such places, or desiring the privilege of placin~ in, over, upon, or 
under any st:reet or public place any permanent or sem1-perm~nent fixtures 
for the purpose of constructing or operating street or other railways, . or for 
telephoning, or telegraphing, or transmitting electricity, or transportmg by 
pneumatic tubes, or for furnishing to the city or its inhabitants or any por-
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tion thereof transportation facilities, water, light, heat, power, or any other 
public utility, or for any other purpose, shall be required to obtain a franchise 
before proceeding to make such use of the.streets or public places or before 
proceeding to place such fixtu1·es in such places. . 

Section 95. Publication of Franchises. Evel'y ordinance granting or ex­
tending any franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the fran­
chise. A franchise shall be without any validity whatever until it has been 
accepted by the grantee, and until it has been given adequate publicity, either 
by the publication of the franchise verbatim in the official paper of the city 
at least once a week for four successive weeks after its passage, or by the 
posting of authentic copies of the franchise upon bulletin boards · in at least 
ten of the most public places in the city for a period of thirty days after its 
passage. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as in any way pte­
venting the electors from exercising their powers under the referendum to 
reject such franchise. 

Section 96. Term of Franchises Limited. No perpetual franchise shall 
ever be granted, nor shall any franchise be granted for a longer term than 
twenty-five years. 

Section 97. Power of Regulation Reserved. The city of Columbia Heights 
shall have the right and power to regulate and control the e:x:ercise by any 
corporation, co-partnership, or person, of any franchise however acquired, and 
whether such franchise has been heretofore granted by the village of Columbia 
Heights or the state of Minnesota, or shall hereafter be granted by the city 
of Columbia Heights or the state of Minnesota. · 

Section 98. Regulation of Rates and Charges. All corporations, co-part­
nerships, and persons exercising franchises in the city of Colu111bia Heights 
shall give courteous, efficient, and adequate service at reasonable rates. A rea­
sonable rate shall b9: construed to be one which will,. with efficient manage­
ment, normaUy yield, above aU operating e:i..-penses 'and depreciation, a fair 
return upon all money honestly and efficiently invested in the plant and equip~ 
ment used by the company in the. public service within the city. This shall 
not be construed as a guarantee of a return and in no case shall there be any 
return upon franchise value. Within these limits, the determination of the 
maximum price or rate to be charged by any company for service rendered to 
the city or to any person or persons within the city shall be made, if possible, 
by dh'ect negotiations between the company and the council at public hearings. 
In case of failure to reach an agreement by this method, the council shall 
appoint the city manager or some other expert as its repxesentative, the com­
pany shall appoint a representative, and these two shall by mutual agreement 
select a third person, preferably an expert in valuation and 1·ate-making, who 
shall together constitute a board of a1·bitration. This board shall report its 
findings as soon as possible and the council shall thereupon by ordinance fix 
the price or rate agreed to by the board, subject only to the referendum powers 
of the people. Schedules of rates thus fixed shall be as :flexible as may be, 
and shall in no case fix a definite rate for a period of more than thre.e years. 
The city and the company may, by mutual agreement, 1·evise existing sched­
ules of rates at any time, proceeding in each case as provided for the original 
fixing of the rates. 

Section 99. Arbitration of Labor Disputes. If any conti•oversy, dispute, 
or disagreement shall arise between any public service corporation, co-partner­
ship, or person, operating in the city, and its employees, which, in the opinion 
of the council, interferes or threatens to interfere with the service to which 
the city or its inhabitants are entitled, the council shall have power to compel 
the parties involved in the controversy to submit the same to a board of arbi­
tration under such procedure as may be provided by ordinance. The findings 
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of such arbitral authority shall be advisory, unless the parties shall agree in 
advance to make such findings mandatory. 

. Section 100. Conditions in :Every Franeltise. Every franchise which does 
not contain the provisions presc:ril:ied in this section shall be absolutely void 
and incapable of ratification by estoppel or otherwise, Every franchise shall 
contain the following provisions: 

(a} That the grantee shall be subject to and will perform on its part all 
the terms of Sections 94 to 102, inclusive, of this chai'ter. 

(b) That the grantee shall in no case claim or pretend to exercise any 
power to fix fares, rates, and charges; but that such fares, rates and charges 
shall at all times be just, fair, and 1·easonable for the services rendered, and 
shall in all cases be fixed and from time to · time changed in the manner pro­
vided, in Section 99 of this charter. 

(c) That the council shall have the right to require reasonable extensions 
of any public $(!1-Vice systeni from time to time, and to make such rules and 
regUlations as may be .required to secure adequate and proper service and to 
provide sufficient acco:m:modations for the public. 

(d) That the grantee shall not issue any capital stock on account of the 
franchise or the value . thereof, and that the grantee shall have no right to 
receive; upon conde:m:nation proceedings brought by the city to acquire the 
pubUc utility.· exercising such franchise, any :return . on account of the fran­
chise Ol' its value; 
. (e) That no sale or lease of said franchise shall be effective until the 
assignee or lessee shall have filed in the office pf the city clerk an instrument, 
duly executed, reciting the fact of such sale or lease, .accepting· the terms of 
the franc4ise, and agreeing to perform all the conditions tequired of the 
grantee thereunder. "'The assignee or lessee shall also file a bond in such 

. amount and ,vith such. conditions as the council )nay 1·equire, which bond shall · tun to tM city aH ob1igae, with !'luretfos satisfactory to the council, and shall 
obligate the assignee or lessee to discharge all obligations andUabilities im­
posed by said franchise; 
· · (f) That every grant in said franchise contained of permission for the 
erection ofl)oles, masts, or other fixtures in the streets and for the attachment 
of wires thereto, or for the laying of tracks in, or of pipes or conduits under 
the streets or public places, or for the placing in the streets or other public 
places of any permanent or semi-permanent :fixtures whatsoever, shaU be sub­
jeet to the condition that the council shall hav:e the power to require such 
alterations therein, or l'elocation or rerouting thereof, as the council may at 
any time deem necessary for the safety, health1 or convenience of the public, 
and particularly thilt it shaU have the power to require the removal o:I; poles, 
masts, .and other fixtures bearing wires and the placing underground of all 
wires for whats0ever purpose used. 

. (g) :Every franchise and every extension or renewal of such franchise, 
shall contain. a provision for its acceptance in wi·iting by the grantee within 
thirty days after its passage· by the council and before its submission to a 
vote of the people in case of a referendum. No such franchise shall be binding 
upon the city until its acceptance by the grantee. Such acceptance shall be 
construed to be an acceptance of and consent to all the terms, conditions, and 
limitations contained in the ordinance granting the franchise .as well as of the 
provisions of this charter. 

The vfolatiori by .the holder of any franchise of any o:f the express provi­
sions prescribed by this section shall be a sufficient cause for the forfeiture 
of the fri:inchise by a resolution of thE: council. 

Section 101. Further Provisions of Franchises. The enuiµeration and 
specification of particular matters which must be included in every franchise 

1 
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or renewal or extension thereof, shall not be construed as impairing the l.'ight 
of the city to insert in any such franchise or renewal or extension thereof 
such other and further conditions and restrictions as the council may deem 
proper to protect the city's interests, nor shall anything contained in this char~ 
ter limit any right or power possessed by the city over existing :franchises. 

CHAPTER 11 . . 
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION OF UTILITIES. 

Section 102. Acquisition and Operation of Utilities. The city of Columbia 
Heights shall have power to acquire public utilities as provided in Chapter 
Nine of this charter. The operation of all public utilities owned by the city 
shall be under the supervision of the city manager. 

Section 103. Rates and Finances. Upon recommendations made by the 
city manager or .upon its own motion the council shall have the power to fix 
all 1·ates and charges for water, light, heat, and all other utilities provided 
by plants owned by the city, but such rates and charge::; shall· be just and rea­
sonable. In like manner the council may prescribe the time and manner in 
which payments for all such services shall be made, and the manner in which 
water and electric current shall be computed or measured, whether by meter 
or flat rate, .and make such other regulations as may be necessary, .and may 
prescribe penalties for violations of such :regulations. 

Section 104. Purchase in Bulk. The council may, in lieu of providing 
for the local production of-gas, electricity, water, and other utilities, purchase 
the same in bulk and resell them to local consumers at such rates as it may fix. 

Sect-ion 105. City to Pay for Services, The council shall make a .reason, .. 
able charge, based on the cost of service, for lighting the streets arid public 
buildings, or for supplying heat, power, o:r any. other utility, and a reasonable 
hydrant rental and othei' charges for supplying the· city with water, and shall 
credit the same to the publicly owned utility supplying the service. ~uch 
rentals. and other charges fo1· light, heat, power, water, and. other services, 
shall be collected in the same manner as from other consumei·s, unless the 
council provides some other plan. 

Section 106. Lease of Plant. The council may, if the public interests will 
be served thereby, contract with a11y :r~sponsible · person, co-partnership, .01· 
corporation, for the operation of any utility owned by the city, upon such 
rentals and conditions as it may deem necessary, but such contract shall be 
e~nbodied il! and let only by an ordinance approved by four-fifths of the coun­
cil and subJect to popular referendum. In no case shall such contract be fo;r 
a longe1· tew1 than ten years. The contractor shall be subject as far as pos­
sible to the l'llles as to rates and service, and as to council control, laid down 
for the holders of franchises in Chapter 10 of this cha1•ter. 

Section 107. Public Utility, How Sold. No pubUc utility owned by the 
city, whether acquired prior to the adoption of this charter or thereafter, shall 
be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city, unless the full terms of the propo­
sition of said sale or other disposition thei'eof, together with the price to be 
paid therefor, shall have bee11 embodied in an 01•dinance passed by a four~ 
fifths vote of the council in the usual way, and submitted to the electors at .a 
geh,eral or special election and approved by a majority vote of the electors 
votmg thereon. 



26 PROPOSED CHARTER FOR 

CHAPTER 12 

MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITORY PROVISIONS. 

Section 108. Official Publications. The council shall regulate by ordi­
nance the n1anner in which official publicity shall 1:>e given to the holding of 
elections; to ordinances, resolutions,. initiative, referendum, and recall peti­
tions, to requests for. bids upon contemplated purchases and contracts, and 
to all other matters whatsoever which require publication either by the terms 
of this charter or by the constitution and laws of Minnesota. It shall an­
nually designate a newspaper of general circulation in the city as the official 
paper in which shall be published such measures and matters as m:e by the 
constitution and laws of this ·state ;required to be so published, and such other 
matters as the council may deem it wise to have l)Ublished in this manner, or 
in lieu thereof it may establish a municipal publication, which shaU then be 
the . official newspal)er. ';!.'he council may in its discretion· provide for the pub­
lication of the annual · budget, ordinances, resolutions, initiative, referendum, 
a:nd recall petitions, election notices, and such other measures and matters as 
·it may deem wise. by the posting of typewritten, mimeographed, or printed 
copies thereof upon at least ten bulletin boards located in the most public 
places. of the 'city, near street. car stops, at important street intersections, at 
the fire station, the city hall., and so on, and for such period of time as the 

. council may direct in each case. If the latter method of publication is adopted, 
the council :p1ay provide that it shall be in lieu of other methods of publication 
or in addition· thereto at its option, Wherever in this charter there is a re­
quirement of the publication of any measure or matter, it shall be understood 
that the- eity council 111ay designate the manner of such publication, subject 
to the options permitted by this section; but nothing herein contained shall 
be construed as authorizing or as attempting to authorize any violation of the 
constitution or the statutes of the state in any matter which is of state con­
cern or which is exclusively under state control. 

.Section 109. City Property Not Lost by Adverse Possession. No right, 
title, estate, ·or easement of the city in any property shall be lost by adverse 
possession or occupancy, and no statute of limitations shall operate against 
the city in favor of :any person occupying any public property or highway, 
whet}Jer such highway shall have been improved or not, 
· .· Section 110, Sales of Real Property, No real })roperty of the city shall be 
disposed·of except by ol'dinance. The proceeds of any such sale shall be used 
as far as possible to retire any outstanding indebtedness incurred by the city 
in the purchase, construction, or improvement of this or other property used 
for the same public purpose; but if there be no such outstanding indebtedness, 
then the council may by a resolution adopted by a four-fifths vo.te designate 
some other public use for such proceeds: 

Section 111. Vacation of Streets. No street or alley within the city shall 
b_e discontin:1ed except)y ordinance approved by a four-fifths vote !lf the coun­
cil and subJect to populai.· referendum. A record . of such vacation shall be 
made in the office .of the Register of Deeds of Anoka county. 

Section 112. Damage Suits. No action shall be maintained against the 
city on . account of any injuries or damages to persons or property, unless 
such action shall be commenced within one year from the occurrence of such 
injury or damage, nor unless notice shall have been given in writing to the 
city clerk within thirty days of the occurrence of such injury or damage, 
stating the time when and the specific place where, and the circumstances 
.under which the same occurred,. and that the p.erson injured or dai'\1aged will 
claim damages of the city therefor. 
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Section 113. Recovery of Judgment for Damages. If any judgment shall 
be recovered in any action against the city for any injury or damage caused 
by any obstruction, · excavatiol;I, · opening or defect in. a~y street or alley. or 
public gi·ound caused or occasioned by the act or om1ss1on of any person. or 
corporation, the city shall have the right to recover. the amount of any s:crch 
judgment from the person or corporation so responsible for _sue~ obstruction, 
excavation, opening, or defect; and such person or corporation 1s hereby de­
clared to be liable to the city in the amount of such damages, 

Section 114. City to Succeed to Rights and Obligations ?f Village. 'f1le 
city of Columbia Heights shall succeed to all th~ property, r1J5hts, and J?rlVl­
leges, and shall be subject to all the legal obligations, of the village of Colum- • 
bia Heights. . 

Section 115. Village Officers to Hold Office Till When.· The officers of the 
present vi_llage of Columbia ~eights shall continu~ in th!lir respective offices 
and functions, and shall continue to govern the V1llage 1n the usual nia~er 
until the first Monday in July, A. D. 1921. They ~hall make such financial 
and other provisions for the fiscal year 1921 as will serve t~ carry on the 
government until a city government h~s been set up ~nder . thi~ charter, _and 
they shall make provfaion for the election of the first city council as provided , 
for in Chapter 4 of this charter. 

Section 116. Statutes Not Affected by Charter. All general laws and 
statutes 0£ the state applicable to all cities operating under home rule cha1·­
ters1 or applicable to cities of the same clas~ as t~e city ~f Columbia .~eights 
operating under home rule charters, and not mcons1stent with the provISions of 
this charter, shall apply to the city of Columbia Heights, and shall be con­
strued as supplementary to the provisions of this charter. 

Section 117. Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordinances_and regU­
Iations of the village of Columbia Heights in force when this charter ~akes 
effect, and not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, are hereby contmued 
in full force and effect until· amended or repealed. 

Section 118. Pendin"g. Condemnations and Assessments. Any condenma­
tion or assessment proceeding in progress when this charter takes effect sl1all 
be continued and completed under the laws 1.mder which such proceedings 
were begun. All assessments made by the village prior to the time when this 
charter takes effect shall be collected and the lien thereof enforced in the same 
manner as if this charter had not been adopted. 

Section 119. Ordinances to Make Charter Effective. The council shall 
by ordinance make such regulations as may be necessary to carry out and make 
effective the provisions of this charter. • 



l 

28 PROPOSED CHARTER FOR 

The foregoing draft is hereby p~oposed as a~ new charter for the city of 
Columbia Heights, to be submitted to the electors of the city, the same being 
made, fvamed and adopted by the board of freeho1d~rs,: d,µy appointed by the 
judge of the District Court in and fo1• the county of Anoka and state of Minne-

sota on , .•.... : .... , ............ , pursuant to the provfsions of Sectfo:n 86 of Articie IV of 
the Constitution of the state of MinneJ:iota and the laws enacted p1,1rs1,1;1nt there­
to;' and thls draft of this proposed charter of the city of Columbia lieights is 
hereby. submitted and. returned to. thE\ Honorable Wm, Gauvitte, Maror of the 

Village of Columbia Heights, in accordance -with law. Dated this .•...................... 

day of .. ···~••.•············ ...................... ·• 
E. A, GARLSQNi President. 

0. H, PRESTEMON, Secretary. 

M, E. :BEAN, ··· 

!JEWlS I. BIRDSALL, 

J. BURMEISTER( 

E. M. CHRISTIAN, 

A. T. EVANS, 

WILLIAM C. GA UVI'J;'TE, 

ALFRED LUCIER, 

JAMES McKENNA, 

F. H. MORTON, 

F. G, RORRISON, 

L. S. SEELYE, 

H. E. SODERHOLM, 

J'. T. ST.ACK. 
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STA1:eE OF MIHHESOTA ) 
County of Anoka . j ss 
City o:f' Columbia Heights) 

I, Fol .. Uorton and. I u \Jilli.am O" Gau.vi tte, do he:re.,, 

by o.erti:f:y as .follows: :Chat I, the said Jl(J I-I<> XJ:oxton, now ant and sinae the 

first Monday after th.a £irsi; Tuesday in July A(J Dol923, have been the t!ayor 

and Chief 1iiagistrate and ChiGf F..ureeutive of the City o:i: Columbia Heights 

in the said County of Anoka and Statf! of J;1innesota, That I, ·the se,id Will­

iam Co Ga.u.vitte, was the predecessor in office of the said FqUa!11o:rton and 

p::eio:r to the said first l1onday after the first Tuesday in July A.,Dol923 

wa.s the Illl:ayor s,nd Cn.ief Magistrate and Chief Executive of the said City of 

Collllllbia Height$ an<.t prior to tfovamber 29, 1918 and a:tnee that date and un­

til the adoption o:f the attached Home Rule Charter was the ?i!ayor and Ohief 

Ma.gis;trate .ancL Ohi~f Exeoativq of the Village o:f' Columbia Rew.ghta in. said 

Count;y- of Anoka and State o.:f Mlnnesota; that aaid Village of Oo-l.umbia lleight.r 

was subsequently as hereinafter stated organiZ.eci as a City with a Rome Rule 

Charter in aucordt'lince with the :provisions o-.f Section 36 of Article IV of 

the Constit11p1on 0£ the. State of Minnesota •. We the said F .. H .. Morton and 

William CL, G~uvitte do hereb! furtb.e:e ae;ctify as :follows: ~ha.t on the 29th 

day of :ftQVembe:r: A ... D .. 1918. the Distxict Court of the said County of Anoka 
.·. 

and State of 11tnnesota. duly made and :filed its order appoint.ing a :Board o:f 

fifteen(l5) freeholders of the_ ea.id. Village of Colwn:bia, Heights for the 

: pu.rpo$e of ;I;ra.ming a pToposed. Rome Rule Chs.rtt),:- for the organization of··the 

said lVill,__age of Ooll.Wlbia. Hei~hts as a City with a Home lhtle Charter under 

the provisions of' Seotio:n Z& of' Article IV of the Consti·t:u.tion of the State 

of Minnesota .. That saiil ~oard ~f Freeholde:rs duly ma,de, :framed and drew -up 
' 

a proposed Charter for the aa,:id pro-posed City of Columbia I:reights; that said 

Boa.rd of freeholders duly d.elivered a draft of aaid proposed Charter to the 

said William C. Gauvitte. who w-a.s then the Mayor and. Cb.ie:f Magistrate a,nd 

Ohief E:x::eoutive_o:f tb.e said Village o:f Ool:umbia Heights; that said dra.f't of 

said proposed Oha:rter was signed by :fifteen o:f said Board of Freeholders; 

that the-reupon the said William d. Gauvitte 1aid said p:rc,:posecl Cha:rter be­

tore. the Oouneil o:f the said Village o::f Columbia Heights and the Cou.neil o:£ 

'bhe said Village of Columbia Heights thereu.:pon a.doptecl a resolution order­

ing that.· saj.g.. proposed Charter be -submitted to the qualified voters o:f' o:f 

the said Village o:f Columbia He;i.ghts a,t a Special Election to be held in 

Sa.id Vi 1lage on the 9th nf:t"ir n.P .Tnno!:J 1921; that- in 'f'Ut"Ern;rtrce of said 
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resolution and of the law relating thereto the said proposed Charter was 

duly subm5.ttad to the qualified voters of the said Village of' ColUJ:J.bie, 

Heights on tb.e said 9th day of June AoD,, 1921; the,t more than fou:r-sevenths 

of those lawfully voting at said special election declared. in favor of the 

adoption of said proposed C!iarter and said p'l"oposad Charter did oa:cry at 

said Sr;eoial Election., 

fhs-t the -foregoing Oha:rter consisting of twenty-six (26} pages 

and numbered page>s 5 to 28 inolusive is the Charter proposed by said Board 

o:f :freeholdere and is the oha:rte:i: adopted by the qualified voters of the 

said Village of OoJ.11m1)ia Heights on the 9th day o.f June A .. D.1921., 

~hat on the 2nd day o-f July, 1921, a copy of sa.id Charter was 

filed in th<,, Office o:f the Secretary of State of the State o:f Minnesota 

and given ]h:unbe:t 2649 in the files of the Offioe of the said Secretary of' 

State, but that sald copy so filed had no duplicate eertii'.ioate of the 

chief ms,giatrate of the said Village of Columbia Heigh.ta attached as :re­

quired by Seotion 36. of Article IV o:f the Constitution of the State of 

]tlinnesota, nor has any duplicate certificate setting :forth the pro:posed 

oha:rter and. its xati:Eioatio11 ever been filed in the Office o:f the said 

Searetary- of State nor he..s any su.eh duplicate certificate ever been re­

corded in the Of:fio.e of the Register of Deeds of the said County o:f Anoka 

and State of Minnesota and this dup1icata c.ertifioate is hereby made and 

e~eouted. in orde.r that it may be filed in the office of the said Searetary­

of State and :recorded in the Office of the said. Register o:f Deeds of said 

O.ounty o:f Anoka and state of Minnesota as required by law. 

IN TESTEJ.ONY WHEREOF. We have hereunto set our hands and affixed 

the seal of 'th~ ae.td City of Columbia Heights this ..:2: 6aay o:f June A .. D. 

192;5. 
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