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of damages so sustained in excess of such benefits. 

Section 2. Any ond all provision~ of the constitution of 

the stE'.te of l:Iinnesota inconsistent vJ'i th the '9l'Ovisions- of this 

ar-hicle, e~re hereby .repealed, so f r.:r., but only so far, 8s the same 

prohibit or limit the pov:0x of the legislature to enact laws auth­

orizing or permitting the doing of the thil'lfS hereinbefore author­

ized. u 

!ND WHEREAS, It appears from the official canvass of the votes 

cast at the last general election held in the State of Minnesota., 

on the fourth day of Novembe:r., 1924, for and against the aforesaid 

Oonstitutional Amendments, made in conformity with the law, that a 

majo:r:ity o:f all the electors voting a.t such election voted fol' the 

itdoption of these amendments; 

NOW THEi.EFORE, I, J. A. O. Preus,. Governor of the State of 

Minnesota, by vixtue of the power vested in me, and in compliance 

with the law, do hereby publish a.nd proclaim that the p:roposed amend­

ment to section five (5) of Article nine (e), and the proposed amend­

ment to be known as Article 17 of the Constitution of the State of 

Minnesota has ee,ch been :reJtified and adopted in the manner prescribed 

by the Constitution and 1;;-.,ws of this state. 

Attest: 

IN TESTIMOMY WHEREOF 1 I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State to be hereto affixed this first 
day Of December, 1924. 

~~-~ -~ y 
,,,., ; r/T~~~"'"~ 

Secretaxy of State. 



STATE OF ~INN~SOTA 
BXEOUTIV£ DEPARTDENT 

ST~ PJ1.UL 

P R O O L A M A T I O N 

WHEREAS, the Legisla.tui·e of the State of Minnescr'ca by Chapter 

447., Session La,ws., 1Jinne sota., fo:r 1923, enti tledg 

nAn act pxoposing an amend.1;1ent to Section 5, of Article 9, Of 

the Oonsti tution of the Stz,te of Minnesota e"uthoxizing the state to 

-olace in and oxedi t to the 11 Ttun1t Highway Fund" any ox all excise 

taxes levied and collected on the business of selling o:r dealing 

in fluids usea., or which ccm be used., for motor vehicle power pur­

poses. u 

pl"oposed to the legal voteJ?s of said state for the'ir ap·9xoval 

or rejection an amendment to section five (5) of Article nine (9) 

of the Constitution of the State of Minnesota which section when 

a.mended shall read as follows: 

11 Section 5. Fox the purpose of def:eaying extraordinary e:x­

pendi tu:res, the state may cont:t'a.ct public debts, but such debts 

shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two hundred and fifty thous.­

and dolle,rs; every such debt shall be authoxized by law, for some 

single object., to be distinctly specified therein; and no such law 

shall taJce effect until it shall have been pa,ssed by the vote of 

two~thirds of the members of ea.oh branch of the legislatw:e., to be 

:r:eooxded by yeas tmcl n~➔YS on -the journc,.lS of each house respect­

ively; and every such law shall levy a tax annually sufficient to 

pay the annual interest of such clebt, and also a tax sufficient to 

pay the pl'incipal of such debt within ten yea.rs from the final 

pa..ssage of such law, a.nd shall specially appropriate the p:toceeds 

of such taxea to the payment of such p:rinoipal and in.terest; and 

such a.;;>pxopriation and taxes shall not be xepealed, postponect, o;r 

diminished., until the :::i:rincipal e,11.d interest of such debt shall have 

been wholly paido The state shall never cont:ract any debts :for 

wo:rlcs of internal improvements, o:r be a party in carrying on such 

works, except as authorized by section 16 of Article 9, and by 

Article 16 of this Constitution, but it ma.y levy an excise tax upon 

any 



substance, me,teria.l, fluit1.., foxce or other means or instrument­

ality., or the business of dealing in, selling or producing any or 

e,ll thexeof, · used ox useful., in producine or generating powe:r fox 

propelling motor or other vehicles used on the public hig:hways of' 

this Ste,te., and shall place the p:raceeds of such tax in the Trunk 

Highway Fund provided fox in Section 2 of seJid Article 16, and 

further except in cases where e:xants of land or othe:r propexty 

shall ha,ve been n1ade to the sta.te., especiP,lly dedicated by the grant 

to specific purposes, and in such cae.es the state shall a.evote the:re, 

to the avails of such erants., and may pledge or app:t'op:riate the rev­

enues de'rived from such works in a,id of their completion.11 

AMD WH:&;REAS., $aid Legislatuxe by Chapter 451 of the Session 

Laws of Minnesota :fox 1923, entitled; 

"An a.ct proposing an amendment to the constitution of the state 

of Minnesota permitting the state and its political subdivisions, 

when authorized by the legislature., to contract debts and pledge the 

public credit fox and to engage in work reasonably tending to pre­

vent or a.bate foxest :fires, including the compulsory clearing and 

improvement of wild lands (whethel' belonging to the public or pri­

vately owned) and the assessment against such lands of the value o:f 

all bene:fit.s so oonfexred ancl the payment of damages so sustained 

in excess of· such benefi ta. u 

pxoposed to the legal voters of said state for their app:roval 

or :r:ejection an amendment <lid" be known as Al'ticle l 7 of the Oonsti tut­

ion 9£ the state of Minnesota, which Article shall read a,s follows.; 

ARTICLE 17 

usection 1. The state and (or) any of its political subdivis­

ions, if a..11dwhenever authorized by the legislatu:re, may cont:re,ct 

debts and pledge the public credit for and engage in any work :reas­

onably tending to prevent or abate forest fires, including the com­

pulsory olea:ring and improvement of wild lands (whether belonging 

to the 9ublic or privately owned) and the assessment against such 

lands of the value of all benefits so conferred and the pa.yment of 


