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NOTICE OF ELECTION 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following proposed Charter, 

prepared and framed by the Isanti Home Rule Charter Commission, 

shall be presented for election on the 7th day of November, 1978, 

at which time duly qualified voters in the City of Isanti shall 

vote on the following question: 

Shall the proposed new Charter be adopted? 

The text of the proposed Charter is as follows: 
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CERTIFICATE 

We, the undersigned, being the duly appointed, qualified and acting 
members of the Isanti Home Rule Charter Commission in and for the City of 
Isanti, Isanti county, Minnesota, hereby certify that the foregoing document 
of Chapters 1 through 12, inclusive, is the draft of a proposed charter prepared 
and framed by the charter commission, and we hereby affix our signatures to that 
draft in testimony of our approval thereof, and deliver the same to Norman 
Schafer, the city clerk of the said city, for action pursuant to law. 

~if'~ ( )c~), ~Wj 

- ( 

a{}~✓ 

I, Nonnan Schafer, clerk of the city of Isanti, Isanti county, Minnesota, 
hereby certify that the foregoing draft of a proposed charter and certificate 
in connection therewith was delivered to me this -1. day of October, 19786 
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CHAPTER 1 

NAME BOUNDARIES, POWERS, AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section 1.01. Name and boundaries. The City of Isanti, in the County of 
Isanti, State of Minnesota, shall, upon the taking effect of this charter,· 
continue to be a municipal corporation, under the name arid style of the City 
of Isanti, with the same boundaries ~snow are or hereafter may be established. 

Section l. 02. Powers of the city. The City shall have all powers which 
may now or hereafter be possible for a municipal corporation in this state to 
exercise in harmony with the constitutions oft-his state and of the United 
states. It is the intention of this charter that every power which the people 
of the City of Isanti might lawfully confer upon themselves, as a n1unicip.;;1l 
corporation, by specific enumeration in this charter shall be deemed to have 
been so c.onferred by the provisions of this section. This charter shall be 
construed liberally in favor of the city, and the specific mention of particular 
powers in the charter shall not be construed as limiting in any way the 
generality of the power herein sought to be conferred. 

Section l.OJ. Charter a public act. This charter shall be a puolic act 
and need not be pleaded o~ proved ·1n any case. It shall take effect January 
1, 1979. 

CHAPTER 2 

; FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Section 2.01. Form of government, The fonn of government established by 
this charter is the 11 Co1.mcil:-Mayor Plan".. Except as otherwise provided by law 
or this charter, all power~ of the city are vested in the Council. 

Section 2.02. Boards and com.missions. There shall be no separate 
administrative board of health, library board, or any other administrative 
board or commission except for the administration of a function jointly with 
another political subdivision, The council shall itsel£ be and perform the 
duties and exercise the powers of such boards and commissions provided £or by 
statute. The council may, however, establish boards or commissions ta advise 
the council with respect to any municipal .function or activity,- to investigate 
any subject of interest to the city, or to perform quasi-judicial functions. 

Section·2.0J. Council composition and election. The council shall be 
composed of a mayor and four councilmen who shall be qualified electors and 
who shall be elected at large. Each councilman shall serve for a term of four 
years and until his successor is elected and qualifies. The mayor shall serve 
for a term of two years and until his successo~ is elect0d and qualifies. 

I' 
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section 2.04. Incompatible offices. No member of the council shall 
hold any paid municipal office or employment under the city; and until one 
year after the expiration of his term as mayor or councilman, no fonner member 
shall be appointed to any paid appointive office or employment under the city 
which was created or the compensation for which was increased during his term 
as councilman. 

Section 2.05. Vacancies in the council. A vacancy in the council shall 
be deemed to exist in case of the failure of any person elected thereto to 
qualify on or before the date of the second regular meeting of the new council, 
or by reason of the death, written resignation delivered to the city clerk, 
removal ;from. office by act of law, removal of principal residence from the city, 
continuous absence from the city for more than three months, or conviction 0£ a 
£elony of any such person whether before or after his qualification, or by 
reason of the failure of any councilman, without good cause, to perform any o;f 
the duties of membership in the council £or a period of two months. If there 
is no municipal election to be held for a period of six months, the council 
shall by resolution declare such vacancy to exist and shall forthwith appoint 
an eligible person within 45 days after the declaration of the vacancy or if 
said vacancy is not filled within.45 days after said vacancy has by resolution 
been declared to exist, then the Isanti City Council shall call a special 
election to be held on the first Tuesday as legally pennissible at the first 
general council meeting following the aforesaid 45 day period, to fill the 
vacancy until January 1 following the next regular muncipal election, when 
the office shall be filled for the unexpired term, 

Section 2.06. The Mayor. The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the 
council, except that the council shall choose from its members a president pro 
tem who shall hold office at the pleasure of the council and shall serve as 
president in the_ mayor's absence -and as mayor in case of the lM,Yorrs disability 
or absence from the city. The mayor shall have a vote as a member of the 
council. He shall exercise all powers and perform all duties con£erred and 
imposed upon him by this charter, the ordinances of the city, and the laws of 
the state. He shall be recognized as the official head of the city for all 
cermonial purposes, by the courts for the purpose 0£ serving civil process, 
and by the governor for the purpose of martial law. He shall report to the 
council any neglect, dereliction of duty, or waste on the part of any officer 
or department of the city. In time of public danger or emergency he may with 
the consent of the council, take command of the police, maintain order and 
en.force the law. 

Section 2.07. Salaries. The monthly salary of each of the councilman 
and mayor shall be .fixed by ordinance in accordance with law, but shall not 
be increased during the current term of office of the councilmen or mayor at .. 
the time or enactment of such ordinance. The mayor and councilmen, in addition 
to the above salaries, shall be paid a reasonable sum for eaoh day, and their 
reasonable expenses incurred, while traveling outside the city on the city's 
business. The employees ~f the city shall receive such salaries or wages as 
may be fixed by the council. 
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Section 2.08. Investigation of cit;}'.' affairs. The council may make in­
vestigations into the affairs of the city and the conduct of any city depart­
ment, office or agency and for this purpose mny subpoena witnesscs,.administer 
oaths, take testimony, and require the produntion of evidence. The council 
shall provide for an audit of the city's accounts at least once a year by the 
state department in charge of ·such work or by a public accountant. At any 
time the council may provide for an exrunination or audit of the accounts of 
any city officer or agency and it may provide for any survey or research study 
of arzy subject of municipal concern. 

Section 2.09. Subordinate officers. ThJre shall be a city clerk and 
such other officers subordinate to tho city clerk as the council may establish 
by ordinance. The city clerk shall have such duties in connection with the 
keeping of the public :recordst the custody and disbursement of the public 
.funds, and the general administration of the city's affairs as the council may 
prescribe. He may be designated to act as secretary of the council and also 
as treasurer. 

Section 2.10, The cit;x: cle:rl~. The city clerk shall be the chief ad­
ministrative officer of the city. He shall be chosen by the council solely 
on the basis ot his training, experience, executive and administrative qual­
ifications. He need not be a :resident of the city at the time of his appoint­
ment but may reside outside the city while in office only ·with the a.i;,proval 
ot the council. The city clerk shall be appointed for an indefh1i te term and 
may•be removed as provided by this charter but after he has served as city 

: clerk for one yl:¼ar, he ma:,r demand written charges and a public hearing on the 
charges before the council prior to the date when his final removal takes 

, effect. After the hearing, if one is demanded, the council shall have unlimited 
discretion either to rej_nstate the clerk or m:.ko his removal final by a simple 
majority vote of the city council. Pending the hearing and re~oval, the council 
may suspend the city clerk from office. With tne a1:p:roval oi' the council. the 
city clerk may designate some properly qualifi,,d person to perform the duties 
of the city clerk during his absence or disability or while the office is vacant. 
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CHAPTER J 

COUNCIL PROCEDURE 

Section ;.01. Council meetin&s, The council shall meet regularly at 
least once each month at such times and places as the council may designate 
by rule. The mayor or any three members of the council may call special 
meetings of the council by delivering written notice of the time, pl~ce and 
the subject to be discussed to each member and by posting notice upon the 
official public notice board at the city hall, all at least 24 hours before 
the meeting. To the extent provided by law, all meetings of the council and 
its committees shall be public and any citizen shall have access to the 
minutes and records of the council at all reasonable times. 

Section 3.02. Secretary of council. The city clerk shall act as secretary 
of the council. He shall keep a journal of council proceedings and perform 
such'' other duties as this charter or the city may require. The council may 
designate any other city official or employee, except a member of the council. 
to act as secretary of the council. 

Section J.OJ. Rules of procedure and quorum. The council shall determine 
its own rules and order of business. A majority of all members shall constitute 
a quorum. The council may by rule provide a means by which a minority may 
compel the attendance of absent members. 

Section J.04. Ordinances resolutions, and motions • .Ex:cept as otherwise 
provided in this charter, all legislation shall be by ordinance. The votes of 

_; council members on any action taken shall be recorded in accordance with statute. 
Except as otherwise provided in this charter, an affirmative vote of a majority 
of all the members of the council shall be required for the adoption of all 
ordinances and .resolutions. 

Section 3.05. Procedure on ordinances. The enacting clause of all 
ordinances passed by the council shall be in the words, 11The City of Isanti 
does ordain. '' Every ordinance shall be presented in writing and shall have 
one public reading in .full at the meeting at which it is introduoed. No 
ordinance except an emergency ordinance shall be passed at the meeting at which 
it is introduced, nor betore the next regularly scheduled meeting of the council. 

Section J.06, Emergency Ordinances. An emergency ordinance is an ordinance 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace 0 health, moralsp 
safety or welfare in which the emergency is defined and declared in a preamble 
thereto, and 'is adopted by a vote of at least three members of the council. 
No prosecution shall be based upon the provisions of any emergency ordinance 
until 24 hours a.f'ter the ordinance has been filed with·the city clerk and posted 
in three conspicuous places or·until the ordinance has been published, unless 
the person charged with violation had actual notice of the passage of the 
ordinance prior to the aot or omission complained or. 

I 
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Section J.07. Procedure on resolutions. ·Every resolution shall be · 
presented in writing and read in full before adoption, unless the reading 
is dispensed with by unanimous consent. 

Section J.08. Signing and publication of ordinances. Every ordinance 
passed by the council shall be signed by the mayor or by two other members, 
attested by the city clerk and filed and preserved by hint. Every ordinance 
shall be published at least once in the official newspaper. To the extent and 
in the manner provided by law an ordinance may incorporate by reference a 
statute of Minnesota, a state administrative rule or regulation, a code, or 
ordinance or part thereof without publishing the material referred to in full. 

Section 3.09. When ordinances and resolutions talce effect. Every 
resolution and emergency ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its 
passage or at such later date as it specifies. Every other ordinance shall 
take effect JO days after publication or at such later date as it specifies. 
Every ordinance and resolution adopted by the voters of the city shall take 
effect immediately upon its adoption or at such later date as it specifies. 

Section J.10 • .Amendment and.repeal of ordinances and resolutions. 
Every ordinance or resolution repealing a previous ordinance or resolution or 
section or subdivision thereof shall give the number, if any, and the title of 
the ordinance or resolution to be repealed in whole or in part. No ordinance 
or resolution or section of subdivision thereof shall be amended by reference 
to the title alone, but such an amending ordinance or resolution shall set 

. forth in full each section or subdivision to be a_~ended and shall indicate 
'. new nta.tter by underscoring and: old matter to be omitted by enclosing it in 

brackets. In newspaper publications, the same indications ot omitted and 
new matter shall be used except that italics or boldfaced type may be substituted 
for underscoring and onlitted matter may be printed in capital letters within 
paranthesis. 

Section J.11. Revision and codification of ordinances. The city may 
revise, rearrange and codify its ordinances with such additions and deletions 
as may be deemed necessary by the council. such ordinance code shall be 
published 1n book, pamphlet, or continuously reVised loosemlear form and copies 
shall be made available by the council at the office of the city clerk for 
general distribution to the public free or at a reasonable charge. Publication 
in such a code shall be a sufficient publication of any ordinance provision 
not previously published it a notice that copies of the 'codification are 
available at' the office of the city clerk is published in the official news­
paper for at least two successive weeks, 
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CHAPTER 4 

1-JCMINATIONS AND ELSCTIONS 

Section 4.01. Re@lar municipal elections. A regular municipal election 
shall be held on the 1st Tuesday after the first Honday in November of the 
year in which an_election is to be hold at such placo or places as the city 
council may designate by resolution. At l•··ant 15 da:rs notice shall be given 
by the city clerk o:r the time and I)laces of holding such election, ;;.nd of the 
offices to be elected, by postins a notice thereof in at least one public 
place where th:= election is held and by 1,ublishing a notice thereof at least 
once in the official newspaper of the city, but failure to give such notice 
shall not invalidate such election. The of.ficers elected sr;all take office at 
the first f(:lgular meeting in January after their election. 

Section 4. 02. e_pecial elections. The council mazr by resolution order 
a special election and prov:i.de all means for holdine it. Tho clerk shall 
give at least two weeks published notice of a special election. Tho procedu!'e 
at such election shall conform as nearly as posr:;ible to that prescr:i.bed for 
other city elections. 

Section 4 .. 0J. Judges of election, The council shall at loaat 25 days 
before each election, ap1)oint at least throe <1ua lified electors to be judctes 
of election. The council shall set compensation for the election judges and 
clerks. 

, Section 4.04, Candidate for office. AH candidatea for office provided 
for by this chapter who shall desire to be elected to any elected office, 

: shall file an Affidavit not more than 54 days nor less than ll-Q days prior to 
the Blection date. with the city clerk, paying to said officer a fee of $,5.00. 
Such Affidavit or Ap[Jlication r:hall state that th:• candidate is .a qualified 
voter of Isanti and name of the office fo:r which llc in a candidate. The city 
clerk shall prepare and have printed, at the expense: of tlrn city• tha necessary 
ballots and materials :for conducting the election. 

Section Li,.05. Withdrawal of candidate. Any person whose na,;,10 has been 
presented in the manner provided for in the foreeoing section an a candidate, 
inaY,, not later than 12 o 1clock noon of tho d,,iy after th0 last day for filinJ, 
cause his naine to be withdrawn from nomination Ly .filing t,ith the city clerk 
a request to do so in writing. No name so wi thdravm shall be printed upon the 
ballot. . 
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CHAPTER 5 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL. 

Section 5.01. Powers reserved by the peopl£..:. The people of Isanti 
reserve to themselves the power, in accordance with the provisions of this 
charter, to initiate and adopt any ordinanoe, except an ordinance appropriating 
money or authorizing the levy of taxes, to require any ordinance when 
passed by the council to be referred to the electors for approval or disapproval, 
and to recall any elected city official. These powers shall be called the 
initiative, l'.e.ferendUDl and recall respectively. 

Section 5.02. Petitions. An initiative or referendum shall be :linitiated 
by a petition signed by voters of the city equal in number to 20 percent or a 
minimun of 75 voters of those who voted in the last preceding city election. 
A recall shall be initiated by a petition signed by voters of the city equal 
in number to 40 percent of those who voted in the last preceding city election. 
Each petition shall be sponsored by a committee of five voters whose names and 
addresses shall appear on the petition. A petition may consist of one or more 
papers, but each paper circulated separately shall contain at its head or 
attached to it the statement required by Section 5.05, 5.06 or 5.07, as the 
case may be. Each signer shall sign his name a.nd give his street address. 
Each separate page or the petition shall have appended to it a certificate, 
verified by oath, that each signature is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be. The person making the certificate shall be a 
resident of the city. Any person whose name appears on a petition may withdraw 
his'name by a statement in writing filed with the city clerk before the clerk 

;advises the council of the sufficiency of tpe petition. 

Section 5.03. Determination of sufficiency. Immediately upon receipt of 
the petition, the city clerk shall examine the petition as to its su.fficiency 
and report to the council within 20 days, and in the case of recall shall also 
officially notify the person sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the 
petition and of the pending action, The council shall at its next regular 
meeting determine, by resolution, the sufficiency of the petition. 

Section 5.04. Disposition of insufficient petition. If the council 
detennines that the petition is insufficient or irregular, the city clerk shall 
deliver a oopy of the petition, together with a written statement of its defects, 
to the sponsoring committee. The committee shall have JO days in which to file 
additional signature papers and to correct the petition in all other particularso 
If at the end of that period the council finds that the petition is still 
insufficient or irregular, the city cler.k shall file the petition in his office 
and notify the sponsoring committee. The final finding that the petition is 
insufficient or irregular shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for 
the sam~ purpose nor, in the case of initiative and referendum, shall it prevent 
the council from referring the ordinance to the voters at the next regular or 
special election at its option, but in the case of recall no further action 
shall be taken. 

I\ 
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section 5.05. Initiative. Any ordinance, except an ordinance pertaining 
to the budget or capital program, the appropriation of money, the levy of taxes, 
or the salaries of city officers or employees, may be proposed by a petition 
which shall state at the head of each page or attached thereto the exact text of 
the proposed ordinanc~. If the council passes the proposed ordinance with 
amendments and a majority of the sponsoring committee do not disapprove the 
am.ended form by a statement filed with the city clerk within 10 days of its 
passage by the council, the ordinance need not be submitted to the voters. 
I.f the council fails to enact the ordinance in an acceptable forzn within 60 
days after the final determination of sufficiency of the petition, the ordinance 
shall be placed on the ballot at the next election occurring in the city. I£ 
no election is to occur within 120 days after the filing of the petition, the 
council shall call a special election on the ordinance to be held within such 
period. If a majority of tho3e voting on the ordinance vote in its £av.or. it 
shall become effective 30 days after adoption unless the ordinance specifies 
a later effective date. 

Section 5.06. Referendum. Any ordinance subject to the initiative may 
be subjected to referendum by a p~titi?n which shall state, at the head of each 
page or on an attached paper, a description of the ordinance. Any ordinance 
upon which a petition is filed, other than an emergency ordinance, shall be 
suspended in its operation as soon as the petition is found sufficient. If the 
ordinance is not thereafter entirely repealed, it shall be placed on the ballot 
at the next election or at a special election called for that purpose, as the 
couhcil determimes. It a majority of the voters voting thereon favors the 
ordinance, it shall go into effect immediately or on the date speoified in the 

_: ordinance; if a majority of the electors voting thereon votes against the 
ordinance, it shall be oonsidered :repealed upon certification of the election 
results. If a petition is filed against an emergency ordinance; the ordinance 
shall remain in effect but shall be repealed if a majority of the voters voting 
on the ordinance vote against it. · 

section ;.07. Recall. Any elected official may be subjected to recall 
by a petition which shall state, at the head of each page or on an attached 
paper in not more than 250 words, a statement of the grounds for removal. 
Upon the determination of the city council that the petition for recall is 
sufficient and that the grounds for removal show malfeasance or nonfeasance 
in office and if the elected official has not resigned, the council shall, by 
resolution, provide for the holding of a special recall election in not less 
than JO nor more than 45 days but if any other election is to occur within 60 
days, the council may in its discretion ,provide for the holding of the recall 
election at that time. The ballot at such election shall be: "Shall ••• 
(Name) be recalled?". I:f a majority of those voting on the question of 
recall vote in favor of recall, the official shall be thereby removed from office. 

Section 5.07a. Inoapacitl of recalled officers. No person who shall 
have been recalled from office, or who has resigned from ~uch office while recall 
proceedings we.re pending against him, shall be eligible for any city office 
within .ona year after said recall or resignation. 



- 9 -

CHAPTER 6 

TAXATION AND F.rNANCE 

Section 6.01. Council to control finances. The council shall have full 
authority over the financial affairs of the city. It shall provide for the 
collection of all revenues and other assets, the auditing and settlement of 
accounts, am the safekeeping and disbursement of public moneys. 

Section 6.02. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the city shall be the 
calendar yea~. 

Section 6.0J. System of taxation. Subject to the State Constitution, 
and except as forbidden by it or by state law, the council shall have full 
power to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation. This authority 
includes the power by ordinance to assess, levy, and collect taxes on all 
subjects or objects of taxation except as limited or prohibited by the State 
Constitution, by this Charter or by laws imposing restrictions upon the city 
irrespective of Charter provisions. 

Section 6.04. Board of Equalization. The council shall constitute a 
Board of Equalization to equalize assessments of property for taxation purposes 
according to law. 

Section 6.05, Establishment of funds and accounting procedures. 
In accordance with the requirements of and subject to the limitations of State 
law-and any applicable general or special provision of this Charter, the city 

,. council shall in an administrative code or by special ordinance provide for 
such special funds, budget controls. additional regulations and accounting 
procedures as shall be reasonably necessary or desirable to establish unified~ 
e,f:ficient and business like aontrol over all of the city's fiscal affairs. 

Section 6.06. submission of Budget. Annually the city clerk shall 
submit to the council his recommended budget in accordance with a budget 
calendar to be established by ordinance or. in the absence of ordinancep by 
September l. '.L"he budget shall provide a complete financial plan for all city 
funds and activities for the ensuing fiscal year and except as required by 
law or charter, shall be in such form as the clerk deems desirable or the council 
may reqUire. It shall include a eunnnary and show in detail all estimated income 
and all proposed expenditures, including debt service and comparative figures 
for the current fiscal year, actual and estimated, and the preceding fiscal year. 
In addition to showing proposed expenditures for current operations, it shall 
show proposea c~pital expenditures to be made during the year and the proposed 
method of financing each such capital expenditure. For each utility operated 
PY the city, the budget shall show anticipated net surplus or deficit a.nd the 
proposed method of its disposition; and subsidiary budgets for each such utility 
giving income and expenditure information shall be included or attached as 
appendices. The total proposed operating budget to be provided from the property 
tax shall not exceed the amounts authorized by law and this charter. Consistent 
with these provisions, the budget shall contain such information and be in the 
form prescribed by ordinance and by law. 
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Section 6.07. Capital Improvement Program. The city clerk shaU prepare 
and submit to tho council a reconu11ended five-year capital irr1p.roverr1ent program 
no later than June 1 each year. The capital improvement program si1all include 
a list of all capital improve!llents or replace:,!ents proposed to be undertaken 
during the next .five fiscal years, with appropriate supporting information as 
to the necessity for such improvements; cost estirnates, method of fi11ancing and 
recommended time schedules for each such improvement: and the estitnated annu.al 
cost of operating and maintaining thu facilities to be constructed or acquired. 
This infonnation shall be revised and extended each year for capital improvements 
still pending or in process. 'rhe council shall hold a public hearing on the 
capital improvement progx<am and adopt it with or without amendment no later than 
August 15. 

Section 6.08. Cbuncil action on budget. The budget shall be considered 
at the first regular monthly meeting of the cow1cil in September and at subsequent 
meetings until a budget is adopted for the ensuing year. The meetings shall be 
so conducted as to give interested citizens a reasonable opportunity to be heard. 
The council may reVise the proposed budget but no anmnr1i1ent to thG bud0et shall 
increase the authorized expendituros to an ruuount greater than the estimated 
income. The couiicil shall adopt the budget not later than the first week of 
October by a resolution which shall set forth the total for each budgeted fund 
and each departlllent with such segregation as to objects and purposes of expend­
itures as tho council deems necessary for purposes of budget control. The council 
shall also adopt a resolution levying the amount of taxes provided in the budget 

: and the clerk shall certify the tax resolution to the county auditor in accord­
ance with law not later than October 10. Adoption of the budget resolution 
shall constitute appropriations at t!Je beginning of the fiscal year of the slUT)s 
fixed in the resolution for the several purposes named. 

Section 6.09. Enforcement of the Budget. The city clerl~ shall enforce 
strictly the provisions o;f the budget. He shall not authorize any payment or 
the incurring of a:ny obligation by the city unless an appropriation has been 
made in the budget resolution and there is a sufficient unexpended balance left 
after deducting the total past expenditures and encmnbrances against the 
appropriation. No officer or employee of the city shall pl.ace any order ox­
make any purchase exoept £or a purpose and to the runount authorized in the 
budget resolution and with a necessary purohase order. Any obligation incurred 
by any person in the employ of the city for any purpose not authorized in the 
budget resolution or for any amount, in excess of the amount authorized shall 
be a persona1 obligation upon tho J)crson ;incurring the obligation. No check 
sha.11 be issued or transfer made to any account otJ1nr than ono owned by ti1e 
city until tho claim to which it relates h.:1s bocn DUjJJJortod by an itQi:,iz.ed 
bill, payro L1, or tillle shoet or oth(n·• docut,1ont a fl proved and siJned by the 
responsible city officer \-;ho vouclies for its co1·l:·ectionu and r,msonablcmess. 
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Section 6.10. Alterations in the budr,et. Afte:r the Gudgut resolution has 
been adopted the• cotmci l shall have no powe,r to increase-, tho amounts fixed in 
the budget resolution. by the insertion of now itelils or othorwi.se beyond the 
estimated revenues, unless the actual receipts exceed the estimates and then 
not beyond the actual receipts. The council may at any time, by resolution 
approved by a majority of its t11embers, reduce the sw,1s appropriated far any 
purpose by the budget resolution, or by a vote of three members, authorize the 
transfer of sums f:rom unencumbered balances of a:'l)ropriations in th0 budget 
resolution to other purposes. 

Section 6.11. Disbursements: How Hade. 110 disbursement o;f city funds 
shall be 111ado except by check signed by the city clerk and niayor and specifying 
the purposes for which the disbursement is r:1ade and thu fund from which it is 
drawn. No such check shall be is::-;ued until th,):::o is money to vay it together 
with all outstanding encumbrances u1;on the fund. Ho such checks shall be issued 
until the claitn to which it relates has boon supported by an itemized bill, 
vayroll, or t:i.mosheet approved and signed by the responsible city officer who 
vouches for its correctness and r~asonablenesn. The city clork shall note on 
each contract requiring the payment of nonoy by the city the particular fund 
out of which it is to be paid. 'rh0 council wc,,y by ordinance m::1ke further 
regulations f'or the safe-keeping and disburae111ent of the funds of the city. 

Section 6.12. Funds. Thero shnll l;o maintained in tile city treasury a 
general fund and such other funds as may be ro:1uircd by statute:, ordinance, 
or' rasolution. The council :,1ay, l>y ordinance or reaolutj,on, 1,1al:e iHter-fund 

,. loans or transfors, except fl'om trust and agency funds, as it rnay deem necess:!.ry 
and appropriate. 

Section 6.13. City Indebtedness.. 1::Xccpt as pro,ridad in sections 6.14 
and .6.15, no obligation shall be issued to pay current expenses, but the 
council may issue and sell obligations for any other municipal purpose in 
accordance with law and within tho limitations provid,:d by law. No such 
obligation shall be issued and sold without tho ar .. _t>:roval of tliu majority of the 
electors of the city voting th-¼reon at a genl)ral or special elocticn, c:xcer,t 
obligations issued under S€}ctions 6.lLJ. a11d 6.15, am.l obliJations of kinda as 
to which state law provid0s thd all ul,•ction sl1c:tll n0t b,;; rc:quirJd to authorize 
them, and obligations authorized by state law to bo issued by the city council. 
without the express rcquire,nent of an election. Whon obligations are issued 
and sold pursuant to proper authorizati.on, tho procoods are «.tJ1,rorJrlnted for 
expenditure .£or the rmrposes for wliich the obligations are authorized. 
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Section 6.14. Tax Anticipation C~rtificates. At any ti.me after January 1 
following the making of an annual tax levyQ the council may issue certificates 
of indebtedness in anticipation of the collection of tcUCes levied for any fund 
and not yet colleoted. The total amount of certificates issued against any 
fund for a,ny year with interest thereon until maturity shall not exceed 50% of 
the total current taxes for the fund uncollected, at the time of issuance plus 
the cash on hand in the .fund. SUch certificates shall be issued on such terms 
and conditions as the council may determine and shall bear interest at a tate 
not to exceed the maximUill rate allowed by Minnesota statutes. but they shall 
become due and payable not later than the 1st day of April of the year following 
thei~ issuance. The proceeds of the tax levied for the fund against which tax 
anticipation certificates are issued and the full fl>lith and credit of the city 
shall be irrevocably pledged for the redemption of the certificates in the order 
of their issuance against the fund. 

Section 6.15. Emergency Debt Certificates. If in any year the receipts 
from taxes or other sources should from some unforseen cause become insufficient 
for the ordinary expenses of the city, or if any cala.111ity or other public 
emergency necessitates the making of extraordinary expenditures, the council 
may be ordinance issue, on such terms and in such manner a.s the council determines, 
emergency debt certificates to be payable 1dthin three years after issuance. 
A ta:,c levy sufficient to pay principal and interest on such certificates shall 
be levied as required by l~w. The ordinance authorizing an issue of such 
emergency debt certificate shall state the nature of the emergency and be 
approved by at least four members of the council. It may be passed as an 

. emergency ordinance. -
• 

Section 6.16. Tax Levies and Limitations Thereon. SUbject to the Sta.ts 
Constitution and except as forbidden by it or by Statute, the Council shall have 
full authorl ty and power to proVide by ordinance for a system of local taxation 
and to change the same from time to time. Insofar as the city procures a 
revenue from taxes upon real property, it shall conform as fully as possible to 
the general state law as to the assessment of such property and the collection 
of such taxes and levies made for municipal purposes shall not exceed 75% of 
the limits now or hereafter provided by Statute for cities of the class of the 
City ot Isanti. 

i. 

i 
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CHAPTER 7 

CONTRACTS AND PURCHASING AUTHORITY 

Section 7.01. Purchasing Asent. The council shall be the chief purchasing 
agent tor the city and, subject to the linlitations and requirements 0£ State law 
and the provisions of this charter, may provide in the administrative code or 
otherwise the lllanner in which all city purchases shall be n1ade. 

Section 7.02, Purchases bl, advertisement for Bids., The purchase and 
procurement of services, materials, supplies and property ot whatever nature 
shall be by public letting after due and proper advertisement for bids. The 
advertisement for bids shall be published not less than once in the official 
newspaper of the city and at least one week shall elapse between the publication 
date of such advertisement and the date set for the opening of bid$. The 
council may in the administrative code or otherwise establish some unifonn. 
system for the preparation of estimates, plans and specifications and bidding 
procedure, An award of contract or placing of a purchase order shall be to the 
"lowest responsible bidder 11 but in determining who is the 11lowest responsible 
bidder" the council may exercise its best discretion acting upon all available 
information as to the bidder and the pt'oducts or services offered and shall not 
be restricted to an acceptance of.the 'low money bid, but shall accept the bid 
most advantageous to the city. In all advertisements for bids, the council 
shall reserve the right to reject any and all bids. 
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CHAPTER 8 

PUBLlC IMPROVEMENTS .AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

Section a.01. Power to make improvements a.nd ley;y: assessments. 
The city may make any type of public improvement not forbidden by law and levy 
special assessments to pay all or any part of the cost of such improvements as 
are of a local character. The total assessments for any local improvement may 
not exceed the cost of the improvement, including all costs and expenses 
connected therewith. with interest. No assessment shall exceed the benefits 
to the propei:-ty~ 

Section 8.02. AssesslJ!ents for services. The council may prov-:i.de by 
ordinance that the cost of city services to streets, sidewalks, or other public 
or private property may be assessed against property benefited and collected in 
the same manner as special assessments. 

Section 8.03. Local Improvements - Regulations. The council may prepare 
and adopt a comprehensive ordinance describing the procedure which shall be 
followed in making local improvements and levying assessments therefor. SU.ch 
ordinance may be amended only by an affi~ative vote of at least three members 
of the counoil. Local improvements may also be made and assessments leVied 
therefor as prescribed by state law unless such ordinance provides that such 
proceedings shall be taken only in accordance with provisions of the ordinance., 
No detect. irregularity or admission of and kind in any proceeding taken in the 
authorization of any improvements or the making of any contract or the levy of 
any•assessment therefor, or in the giving of any notice or the holdi~,g of any 

. hearing in connection therewi. th, shall af.fect the validity of any contract for 
·'~·the making of the improvement when it is executed or 0£ any bond issue to 

finance the improvement when the proceeds thereof are received by the oityo 
No such defec_t~ ittegularity, or adir.ission shall effect the validity of any 
special assessment levied for .an improvement, except to the extentp if any, 
that such defect, irregularity or admission i.tnpai~s the constitutional right of 
each property owner to effective notice of and opportunity i'or hearing on the 
question whether the assessment exceeds the benefit resulting from the :unp~ovement 
to the property upon which it is leVied. 

Section 8.04. Public Works - How Per.formed, Public works, including all 
looal improvements, may be constructedt extended, l'spaired and maintained 
either by day labor or by contract. The city shall require cont~aotors to give 
bonds for the protection of the city and all persons furnishing labor and 
materials, pu~suant to the laws of the state pertaining to and governing public 
works, 
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CHAPTER 9 

EMINENT DOMAIN 

Section 9.01. Power to acquire p~operty_. The city is hereby impowered 
to acquire by purchase, girt., devise, or condemnationt any property, corporeal 
or incorporeal, either within or without its corporate boundaries, which may 
be needed by the city for any public use or purpose. Easements for slopes, 
fills, sewers, building lines, poles, wires, pipes, and conduits for water, 
gas, heat, and power may be acquired by gift, devise, purchase or condemnation 
in the manne~ provided by law. 

Section 9.02. Proceedings in acquiring J?!'Opert:t_. The necessity for 
taking of any property by the city shall be determined by the council and shall 
be declared by a re$olution which shall describe such property as nearly as may 
be and state the use to which it is to be devoted. The acquisition of such 
property1nay be accomplished by legal proceedingsp as in taking land for public 
\lse by right of eminent domain according to the lat-rs of this state, except as 
Qtherw.ise provided in this charter. Any condemnation proceedings in progress 
when this charter takes effect shall be continued and completed under the laws 
under which such proceedings were pegm:i. 

Section 9.03. Payment of award. Whenever an award of damages is confirmed 
in any proceedings for the taking of property for public use by right of eminent 
domain, or whenever the court renders f'inal judgment in any appeal from any 
such award and the time for abandoning such proceedings by the city has expired. 
the•city shall, 'Within 60 days of such final detemination pay the amount of the 

, award or judgment of the court, as the case itla.y bei and if not so paid, judgment 
·: therefor may be had against the city. 

Section 9.04. City may abandon proceedings .. The city may 9 by resolution 
of the council at a;ny st~ge of the vondenmation proceedingsp or at any time 
within 30 days after .final determination thereof, abandon such proceedings as 
to all or any part of the property sought to be acquired and shall pay all 
reasonable costs and expenses thereof including fees of counsel. 

Section 9.05. City may take entire plant. If the city condemns a public 
utility which is operated at the time of the commence1nent ot the condemnation 
proceedings as one property o:r one systemo it shall not be necessary in the 
condemnation proceedings or any of the proceedings of the counoilp to describe 
or treat separately the diffe~nt kinds ot property composing such system; 
but all of th~ property, lands, articles, franchises, and rights which comprise 
such system may, unless otherwise ordered by the court; be treated together as 
one property and an award £or the whole property in one lump sum may be made by 
the commissioners or other body assessing the damages ori condemnation.· This 
does not prevent the city, when the plant and property are separable into 
distinct parts, from acquiring only such parts or part the.reo! as may ba 
necessary in the public interest. 
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CHAPl'ER 10 

FRANCHISES 

Section 10.01. !ranchises required. Except as otherwise provided by law, 
no person, finn, or corporation shall place o~ tnaintain any pennanent or 
semi.permanent fixtures in, over. upon, or under any street or public place 
for the purpose of operating a public utility or tor any other purpose, without 
a franchise therefor fr0111 the city. A franchise shall be granted only by 
ordinance, which shall not be an emergency ordinance. Every ordinance granting 
a franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the franchise. The 
grantee shali bear the costs of publication of the .franchise ordinance and 
shall make a sufficient deposit with the clerk to guarantee publication before 
the ordinance is passed. 

Section 10.02. Term. No exclusive or perpetual f"ranchise shall ever bs 
granted. No fr&nchisefor a term exceeding twenty years shall be effective 
until approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon. 

Section 10.0J. Public hearing. Before any .franchise ordinance is adopted 
or any rates, fares, or prices to.be ~harged by a public utility are fixed by 
the council, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter~ Notice of 
such hearing shall.be published at least once in the official newspaper not 
less than ten days prior to the date of the hearing. 

Section 10.04. .f._ower of. remlation reserved. Subject to any applicable 
law the council may by ordinance reasonably regulate and control the exercise 

1 of any franchise, including the m3Ximum rates. fares, or prices to be charged 
· , by the grantee. No franchise value shall be included in the traluation of the 

grantee's property in regulating utility ~ates, fares, or prices under any 
applicable law, ordi~Qe, or regulation or in proceedings ·tor nnmicipal 
acquisition ot the grantee•s property by purchase or e~inent domain. 

Section 10.05. Renewals or extensions. Every renewal or modification of a 
franchise, including an existing .franchise, shall be subject to the same 
limitations and shall be granted in the same manner as a new franchise. 
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CHAPTER 11 

PUBLIC 01-INERSHIP AND OPERATION OF UTILITI~S 

Section 11.01 Acquisition and operation of utilities. The city may 
own and operate water. gas. light, power, heat, telephone~ transportation or any 
other public utility for supplying its own needs for utility service or for 
supplyipg utility service to private consumers or other governmental agencies. 
It may construct all tacilities reasonably needed for that purpose and may 
acquire any existing utility properties so needed. 'l'he city shall not acquire 
or construct any public utility unless the proposition to acquire or to construct 
it has been incorporated in an ordinance and adopted by the council. Such 
ordinance shall not be an emergency ordinance. 

Section 11.02. Regulations and rat~~• The council may by ordinance fix 
rates. fares, and prices for any municipal utility, prescribe the time and 
il1aruler of payment for any such service, make such other regulations as may be 
necessary, and prescribe penalties fo~ violation of such regulations. 

Section 11.03. Purchase in bulk. The council may, in lieu of providing 
for the local production of gas, electricity, water and other utilities, 
purchase the same in bulk and resell them to local consumers at such rates as 
it may fix. 

Section ll.04. Lease of plant~ The council may by ordinance contract 
with any person, firm, or corporation for the operation of any municipal 
utj_lity for a term not to exceed ten years. such ordinance shall not be an 
emergency ordinance • 

Section 11.05. Sale of public utility..:. Ho public utility owned by the 
city shall be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city unless the full terms 
of the proposition of sale or other disposition are embodied in an ordinance 
approved by a majority of the voters voting thereon at a general or special 
election. Any sale, lease or abandonment of a water works or light plant 
sha1l be subject, in addition, to the requirements of state law. · 

,, 
:-i 
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CHAPTER 12 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

section 12.01. Official eublioation. The council shall annually at its 
first meeting of the year designate a legal newspaper of general circulation 
in the oity as its official newspaper in which shall be published ordinances 
and other matters required by law to be so published as well as such other 
matters as the council may deem it in the public interest to have published 
in this manner. 

Section 12.02. Oath of office. Every elected or appointed officer of 
the city shall, before entering upon the duties of his o.f'i'ice, talce and subscribe 
an oath or of'!ice in substantially the following form; 11I do solemnly w.roar 
to support the constitution of the United states and of this state and to 
discharge faithfully the duties devolving upon me as ••• (title of office) 
of the city of Isanti to the best of my judgment and ability. 11 

Section 12.0J. Official bonds. The city clerko and such other officers 
or. employees of the city as may be specified by ordinance shall each0 before 
entering upon the duties of his respective office or empl0:YJllent 0 give a 
corporate surety bond to the city· as security for the faithful periormanoe 
of his official duties and the safe keeping of the public funds. such bonds 
shall be in such form and amount as the council determines and may be either 
individual or blanket bonds at the discretion of the council. They shall be 
approved by the city council and filed with the city clerk. The provisions 
of•state laws relating to official bonds not inconsistent with this charter 
shall be complied with. The premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the city. 

Section 12.04. Official interest in contra.ctso Except as otherwise 
permitted by law, no officer of the city $0 is authorized to take pan in any 
:nanr.er in ar,,y oont~aot w"ith th& eity shall voluntarily have a personal finaricial 
interest in or personally benefit from such oontract, 

Section 1;2.0.5. Sale of real prq,eert3:. No real property of the city shall 
be disposed of except by ordinance. The net cash proceeds of any sale of the 
property shall be used to retire any outstanding indabtedness ihourred by the 
city in the acquisition or improvement of the properlyo Arty remaining net 
proceeds shall be used to finance other improvements in the capital improvement 
budget or to retire any other bonded indebtedhess, 

Section 12.06. Vacation of streets. The council may by ordinance approved lt 
by at least 'four members of the counci~ vacate and convey any street or alley or 

l -public easemen£, park or publio grounds owned by the city. such action may be 
made only. after published notice and an opportunity for afteoted property ownars 
and public to be heard, and upon such further terms and by such procedure as 
the oounoil by ordinanoe may prescribe. A notice 0£ cOlllpletion 0£ su.oh prooeedir1gs 
shall be filed with the proper county officers in accordance with law. 
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section 12.07. City to succeed to rights and obligations of former city~ 
The city shall ·succeed to all the property, rights, and privileges, and shall 
be subject to all legal obligations of the city under the preceding city. 

Section 12.08. Existing ordinances continued. All ordinances and regulations 
of the city in force when this charter takes effect and not inconsistent with 
this charter are continued in full force and effect until amended or repealed. 

Section 12.09. Pending condemnations, improvements and assessments. 
Any condemnation, improvement, or assessment proceeding in progress when this 
charter takes effect shall be continued and completed under the laws under 
which such proceedings were begun. All assessments made by the city priqr to 
the tim,e when this charter takes e.t'fect shall be collected as if' this charte:r 
had not been adopted. 

Section 12.10. Ordinances to make charter effective. The council sh.all 
by ordinance, resolution, or other approprate action take such steps as may be 
necessary to make effective the proVisions or this charter. 

Section 12.11. Present officers continued. All city office.rs elected 
at any city elect:l,,on held prior to the time this charter has become effective 
shall continue to hold their offices until the expiration of their respective 
te:nns. 

i: ,, 


