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Lupus Enythematosus (LE) 45 one of the Zen majolt. Lnesses in the United States; and

At §inst was necognized An the 19th centuny but sZilL challenges the medical professdion;
and : :

the onigin of Lupus 48 unknown, £ts symptoms are varied and often Rike the sympLoms of
othen diseases; and .

Lupus can sirike at any age but §5% of the cases ocewr in females befween the ages of
10 and 40; and ’ :

general symptoms are aching, weakness, malaise, 4a&gua, Low-grade fever and chilks, 7
foint swelling and stifgness; and . ,

Zhe most conspicuous sign 4is a rash which spreads in the shape of a bu,ttuéﬂy, but this
mark 45 euvident in only about half of the victims;. and

there ane Awo fomms of LE: the discodd type which aﬁﬁe@ts the skin, and the systemic
type which may be mild on deadly senfous and attack any organ of the body; and

Ihe}m are an estimated one-quanter Lo one—ha% milLion victims 05 systemic Lupus in the
nited States, with 5,000 new casel being diagnosed annually; and

with ea}u’.g diagnosis and mea,tmemt,' an 85% Awwx;va,& rate A5 nokt unaommon; and

the Lupus Foundai;ic;n o America, a non-profit onganization, was formed to gain public
awasteness of this bagdfling disease and to support research in ornder fo-seek new me/thod/s
0f contrhol, prevention and hopeﬁw&@y, Lo ﬁuzd a cune; and .

thene ane now approximately 40 acx,we Lupus Foundation chaptefvs in Jthe Unuied Sicutu»
the Minnesota Lupus Chaptern having been fonmed in June, 1976;

4 NOw, THEREFORE I, Rudy Perplch, Govermon of the State o4 Mwnuota do he/w,by proelaim the week
o4 Sepiembe)a 17 zﬁh/wugh September 23, 1978 fo be ,

LUPUS AWARENESS WEEK

in Ménnesota.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto set
my hand and caused #he Great Seal of the
State of Minnesota to be affixed at the
State Caputai, this §ifth day of Seplember
in the year of our Lond one thousand nine
hundred seventy-eight and of the State
the one hundred fwentieth.
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