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.An ~uol Opportunioy 1:mploy•r 

STATE OF MINNES.OTA 
MUNICIPAL BOARD 

Mr. Mark Winkler 

Suite 16S Metro Square 

7th & Robert Streats 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

, August 17. 1978 

Deputy Secretary of State 
State Office Building 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Re: Municipal Board Docket Number OA-123-1 Blue Earth 
City & Town 

Dear Mr. Winkler: 

The subject order of the Minnesota Municipal Board 
makes the following changes in the population of the 
named units of government: 

The population of The City of Blue Earth 

is increased by (no change) 

The population of Township of Blue Earth 

is decreased by (no change) 

A new municipality named 

has been created with a population of 

The 

has been dissolved. 

Offi ci a 1 ·date of the Order August 9, 1978 -""'---:-'-----------
C • C • Mr • Wa 11 a c e O . D a h l . 

Director 
Patricia D. Lundy 

Phone: 296-2428 

Tax Research Division 
205 Centennial Bldg. Assistan~ Executive Director 

Hazel Reinhardt 
State Demographer 
101 Capitol Square Bldg. 

Mr. Arthur C. Roemer 
Department of Revenue 
201 C~ntennial Bldg. 
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. . OA-123-1 Blu0 Earth City & Town .. ~ 

BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL 1301\RD 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Gerald J. Isaacs Chairman 
Robert w. Johnson Vice Chairman .. 
Thomas J. Simmons Member 
Chester Christenson Ex-Officio Member 
Paul Beyer Ex-officio Memb0r 

- - - -- -- - - - ,..._ .. - .. _ - - - ..,_ ·-- -- --- - - - - ,._ ·- - - -- - - - - - - 4- - -- - ·- - .. - - -

T'1 TlfT~ ;17\TTE:R OF 'rHB JOIJ.l'l' RESnLUTIO!J HE'rw1:E:1 'l'!IE ) 
CI'l'Y ()F ;lf,UE EARTH ,\;JD THE 'rOtTi[;;iiIP OP i3LUE r:ARTII ) 
pn~ '.l'?i.C --)~i)l:HLY .i\.'J~m:<ATIO.J OF CERTADl T.A:W TO '.l'HE: ) 
CI'i'Y OF .il .m.: E,\1{'111! ) 

I-'[:.,opi;.? nF FM"'.'', 
rn;~cr,u,uo n nr :rj;;;~, 

A:!!"l t,pl)!•. ;{ 

- - ·- . ~- .. _ -- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - -- - - - -

,:,ursu.'1.nt. to :li.nncsota Statutes 414, as .;1..-ncndci:1, on Jtme 28, 1078, at Blue t:,rth! !·linnos-,ta. 

Th,_.. hear..in:r was conducted by Hilliaxn A. :Jeiman, Executive Director, ;-)urs11ant to ;,1ir>:-:.<:!3ota 

St,;tutP.s 414.01, Subd. 12. l\iso in attPnd;ince were <.))ltnty Cor.missioners Chest~r Cl:.~'i.s-l:,=.,11-

son and P=,n1.l BP.y~r, e:<:-officio members nf the Board. The City of Bl 110 rarth RPl"e':lr,1.i b1' 

an,1 thrnu<Jh Vf.;'rnon Eri'tcsr->r., the pel:i tioners np~cared by and throu'}'h Victor ,Johnson, :md 

t~10 Townshi;.1 was rcl,)rescrnted by :?uintin Strnck. Testimony wr.1:,:; heard, and rcr.ords <1: .: 

I. A joir.t resolution for ort1orly annP.Xatio:1 \HS ac.1opted by the City (lf Bl.no 1:~x;tn 

and the Tmr.,ship of Blue barth on January 24, 1977, and duly acceptP.d hy the :,Iinnesnta 

Hunicipil Boar<'i. 

II. A .resolution was fil.:::d by- one of the signatories to the joint resoli.1tion, Blue 

Eart:h, on May 22, 1978, r.e11uesting annexation of certain properties within the or9<:rly 

annexation area. The resolution contained all the information required by statute including· 

a description of the territory subject to ann~xation w~icn is as follows: 

That part of the East Half of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 19, Township 102 North, Rang~ 27 West in Faribault County, 
Minnesota described as follows: 

A tract of land commencing at the ·southwest corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 19; thence North 90 degrees 
00 minutes East along the South line of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 19 (said lirte also being the centerline 
of County State Aid Highway No. 6) a distance of 1130.8 
feet; thence North 57 degrees 58 minutes East a distance 
of 398.2 feet to the Southwest corner of Valley Highlands 
Subdivision according to the plat thereof on file and. of 
record in the office of the Faribault County Recorder;. 
thence North 1 degree 16 minutes East along the west line 
of Valley Highlands Subdivision a distance of 323.50 feet 
to th~ point of beginning; thence continuing North 1 degree 
16 minutes East along the West line of Vall~y Highlands 
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Subdivision a distance of 46.00 feet; thence North 89 degrees 
01 minutes West a distance of 148.4 feet to the West line 
of the East Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 19; 
thence South along the West line of the East Half of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 19 a distance of 46.-00 feet; 
thence South 89 degrees 01 minute$ East a distance of 148.4 
feet to the point of beg inning. · 

Together with the East 650.00 feet of the West Half of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 19, Township 102 North, Range 27 West in Faribault 
County, Minnesota excepting therefrom the following:- · 

That portion lying southerly of the centerline of County 
State Aid Highway No 6 

And also excepting that portion of the following described 
tract lying westerly of the East line of the West Half of 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 19; 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of the Northeast 
.Quarter of Section 19; thence North 90 degrees 00 
minutes 00 seconds East (Assumed bearing) along the 
Sobth line of the Northeast Quarter of Section 19 
(said line also being the centerline and centerline 
tangent of County State Aid Highway No. 6) a distance 
of 1130.8 feet to the point of intersection of the 
tangents of the circular curve therebeing (I=32°02' LT., 
0=8° 00', T=20S.86', L=400.63'); thence North 57 degrees 
58 minutes 00 seconds East along the centerline tangent 
a distance of 187~14 feet to the point of beginning; thence 
continuing North 57 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds East 
along the hiqhway centerline and tangent thereto a distance 
if 211.06 feet to the Southwest corner of Valley Highlands 
Subdivision according·to the plat thereof, on file and of 
record in the office of the Register of Deeds, Faribault 
County, Minnesota; thence North 1 degree 16-minutes 00 seconds 
East.along the West line of Valley Highlands Subdivision 
a distance of 323.50 feet; thence North 89 degrees 01 minutes 
00 seconds West a distance of 176.40 feet; thence South 1 
degree 16 minutes 00 seconds West parallel wi tl1. the West line 
of Valle;y Highlands Subdivision a distance of 438.51 feet 
to the point of beginning. 

III. Due, timely and adP.'luate le~nl notice of the hearing was published, servr-(1 ,rd 

IV. Geograph:i.c Fl';!atures 

A.· The area subject to annexation is unincorporated ann r.tbuts the City of Blue 
Earth • 

. B. The total area of the City of Blue Earth is 1,8)5 acres. The tot.al area of 
the territory subject to annexation is approximately 30 acres. 

C. The perimeter of the area to be ;:innexe<'l is npproximately 44% bordered by the 
municipality. 

V. Population Data 

A. The City of Blue Earth: 

1. In 1970, there were 3,695 residents. 
2. The present estimated population is 4,200. 
3. By 1980, the projected populntion i.$ 4,300. 

8. 'l'hP i1rea subject to tmnex:ation: 

1. In 1970, there were O residents. 
2. 'l'hc present estimated popnlation is o. 
3. By 1_980, the projected population is 75. 
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c. The Township of Blue Earth: 

1. In 1970, there were 605 residents. 
2. The present estimated population is 590. 
3. By 1980, the projected population is 585. 

VI. Development Issues 

A. The pattern _of physical dewelorment, including land already in use, in the 
process of being neveloped, an~ remairyinry for various uses. 

1. Area in tJse 

a. In the City of Bl1.1e Barth: 

1} Residentii=11: 995 ilCJ'.'P.S 4) Indusrdr1.l.: 101 acr-~s 
2) Inst:i tutioni'll: J sn ilCrr;!"' 5) A']r i CIJ 1 t.tu:-a .l : 220 ;Jrrnt::; 

3} Col'lmPrci.il: HO acri:>s n) VacA.nt- land: TTnknown 

b. In the area suhjec-t to annexation: 

1) Residentia 1.: () ;icres 4) rnduc:; ti::-ial : 0 a~res 
n t--~ti t•Jti·r·: ·. 1 . 0 ~'::l:°'3!" 5) 1\']rirul rnrn1: 30 ;,c:r~c:; 
3) Commarr.ia l: 0 acres 6) Vacant land: 0 acrP.s 

c. In the 'l'ownship of Blue Earth: TJnknown. 

2. Area Being Developed 

3. 

a. In the city of Blue Earth: 

1) Residential: 10 a~res 
2) Institutional: 0 acres 
3)·Commercial: 100 acres 

4) Industrial: 0 acres 
5) Agricultural: 0 acres 

b. In the area subject to annexation: 

1) Residential: 30 acres 
2) Institutional: 0 acres 
3) Commercial: 0 acres 

c. In the Township of Blue Earth: 

Area Remaining for Various Uses 

a. In the City of Blue Earth: 

1) Residential: 0 acres 
2) Institutional: 0 acres 
3) Commercial: 120 acres 

4) Industrial: 0 acres 
5) Agricultural: 0 acres 

unknown. 

4) Industrial: 
5) Agricultural: 

40 acres 
0 acres 

b. In the area subject to annexation: unknown. 

c. In the Township of Blue Earth: unknown. 

B. Transpor.tation: 

l. The present tr,ansr,or.tation network is: 

a) In the City of Blue I:Jarth: local, county, state roads and fca,~ral 
highway. 

b) In the area subject to annexation: none. 

2. Potential transportation issues include: repair and replacement of 
existing network. 

c. Land use controls ,1nd plannintJ, includin<J comprehensive plans, in tho city 
and the are;;i subject to c1nncx.-:1t1on. 

1. In the Ci t:y of Blue Ear.th: 

\ 

l 
l 
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a. Zoning - Yes 
b. Subdivision regula tiom; - Yes 
c. Comprehensive Plan - Yes 
d. Official Ma}? - No 
e. Capital Improyemonts Program - No 
f. Fire Cocle - Yes 
g. B11iluing Inspector - Yes 
h. Plannin'] .Commission - Yes 

~- In the . 'l'ownshi2 of I3luc Earth: unknown. 

3. In thi:> Count-:/ 0f Faribault: 

a. Znnin'} - Y•'.!S 

b. Subdivision Rf''Jlll::ttions - YP.s 
c. Comvrche>nsivr-~ Plan - rro 
d. Official lap - i.'10 
c. Cn.;) i. tn l I::i"',rovm,en ts Pr,v;,r..ir.i - ::o 
f. Fir0 Co,:lc - jJQ 

g. Bu.t.l(ling Inspector - i-l'o 

h. Plannin<J Commission - Yes 

·4. ThP. Metropolitan C::oun-:-il r,rcw:i.dcf t:10 fol1,:::,w:i.,1J .. ~Li:.;: ~.•J :i.:-d 1 "'1~.; '.l 

f.ervic;c>'.~: r.ot ;1.pr•Jir:1~lc. 

5. I ~ .. ~ +:.h!-·,·r•:. ... ~ ~--· .•• ,·1 1· nco•.··,"'1· ~t-,:i __ .,~c.·., ;)•'. t, .. ,,or,· J-~,.-J .. ,r-----,...t'":"" 6 ,. .. l 'lr ·•r··Lo J.I .. "'"lt ,., -d '"'l • - - .., -~ .,_ · - ·'"' '-'"·· !. ~'i'"·"'·· i,. ••,.:. l ·•'-• ..,1, ..... ~ 
plannin~J and l,:ma us,~ co11trols for rile c1ri:?a, what is t:1G r,,.,.,son f.-,r s:iid 
inconsis tenc·;? ·ronl~. 

VII. Governmental Services 

A. 'l'he Town of Blue Earth provides the area subject to annexation with the 
following services: · 

l. water - No 
2. Sewer - Yes 
3. Fire protection and rating - No 
4. Police protection - ~o 
5. Street improvements - No 
6. Street maintenance - No 
7. Recreational - No 
a. Administrative services - No 

B. The City of Blue Earth provides its residents with the following services: 

1. Water - Yes 
2. Sewer - Yes 
3. Fire protection and rating - Yes, 6 
4. Police protection - Yes 
5. Street improvements - Yes 
6. Street maintenance - Yes 
7. Recreational - Yes 
8. Administrative services - Yes 

c. The City of Blue Earth provides the area subject to annexation with the 
f.ollowing services: 

D. 

E. 

l. Water - No 
2. Sewer - No 
3. Fire protection - Yes 
4. Police protection - No 
S. Street improvements - No 
6. Street maintenance - No 
7. Recreational - No 
a. Administrative services - No 

Existing or potential eQvironmental problems and the need for additional 
services to resolve these problems: none. 

Plans and programs by the annexing municipality to provide needed govern
mental services for .the area proposed for annexation include: extension of 
sanitary sewer. 

\ 
I 
I '. 



-s-

F. Services will be available to the annexed area within 5 years. 

VIII. Tax Base 
• : .••. ·• -~ ~:, t'-

'A•~'·: ·rn the City of Blue Earth, the tax base includes the following: 

1. Residential property in 1977 was valued at $5,546,925, generating $192,000 
in taxes or 64% of the·total. 

2. Commercial and industrial property in 1977 was valued at 2,800,172, gener
ating $96,000 in t;axes or 32% of the total. 

3. Agricultural property in 1977 was valued at $43,025, generating $15,000 
in taxes or .5% of the total. 

4. Vacant land: unknown. 

5. Non-taxable p::-operty 

a .• Institutional use in 1977 included unknown acres worth, as developed, 
$3,423,166. 

b. Other non-taxable uses (such as roadways, parks) were unknown. 

B. In the Township of Blue Earth, the tax base includes the following: 

1. Residential property in 1977 was valued at $211,643, generating $1,272 in 
in taxes or 6% of the total. 

2. Commercial and industrial property in 1977 was valued at $130,579, gener
ating $848 in taxes or 4% of the total. 

3. Agricultural land in 1977 was valued at $3,242,632, generating $19,076 in 
taxes or 90% of the total. 

4. Vacant land: unknown: 

5. Non-taxable property 

a. Institutional use in 1977 included unknown acres worth, as developed, 
$79. 

b. 0th.er non-taxable uses (such as roadways; parks) were unknown. 

c. In the area subject to annexation, the tax base includes the following: 

1. Residential property in 1977 was valued at $0, generating $0 in taxes or 
0% of tne total.. 

2. Commercial property in 1977 was valued at $0, genera ting $0 in taxes or 
0% of the total. 

3. Industrial property in 1977 was valued at $0, generating $0 in taxes or 
0% of the total. 

4. Agricultural property in 1977 was valued at $2,043.70, generating $217.21 
in taxes or 100% of the total. 

5. Vacant land in 1977 was valued at $0, ·generating $0 in taxes or 0% of the 
total. 

6. Non-taxable property 

a. Institutional use in 1977 included O acres worth, as developed, $0. 
~ 

b. Other non-taxable, uses (such as roadways, parks) in 1977 included O acres. 

IX. Tax Data 

A. In the City of Blue Earth: 

l. Mill rate in 1977 was 34.63. 
2. Bonded indebtedness in 1977 was 12.76 mills. 

I 
·1 
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I. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

In the Township of Blue Earth: 

1. Mill rate in 1977 was 5.90. 
2. Bonded indebtedness is unknown. 

In the area subject to annexation: 

1. Mill rate in 1977 was 5.90. 
2. Bonded indebtedness is unknown. 

Mill rate in: 

1. County in 1977 was 19.72. 
2. School District in 1977 was 49.87 
3 • Township in 19 77 was 5 . 90 • 

x. Is annexation to the City of Blue Earth the best alternative? 

A. Relationship and effect of the proposed annexation on area school districts 
and on adjacent communities: none. 

B. Adequacy of town government to deliver services to the area proposed for 
annexation: unable to provide public utilities. 

c. Could necessary governmental services best be provided by incorporation or 
annexation to an adjacent municipality? No. 

D. Present assessed valuation of the Town of Blue Earth: $13,592,466. 
Present assessed valuation of the proposed annexation area: $2,043.69 
New valuation of the Town of Blue Earth if entire area is annexed: 

$]3,590,422.31. 

. E. Can Blue Earth Township continue- to function without the area subject to 
annexation? Yes. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Minnesota Municip?l Board duly acquired and now has jurisdiction of 

the within proceeding. 

11. The area subject to annexation is now or is about to become urban or 

suburban in nature and the annexing municipality is capable of providing the 

services required by the area within a reasonable time. 

111. The existing township form of government is not adequate to protect 

the public health, safety, and welfare. 

lV. The annexation would be in the best interests of the area proposed for 

annexation. 

\..,. The annexation does not conflict with a terr,1 of the joint agreement. 

VI. Five years will be required to.effectively provide municipal services 

to the annexed area. 

·vII. An order should be issued by the Minnesota Municip.:il Board annexing the 

area described herein. 

0 RD ER 

l T IS HEREJ3Y ORDl!:HED: That the property descri bud herein s ·i tua ted in the · Coun Ly 

of 1,·ari bnul t, Sta to oi' Minncso La, be and the sumo hlH'oby i~ .:u111C'Xl'd to tlw Ci. Ly or 

Blue Eal'th, Minnesota tho same ns if' j t had been originally mnde a part th('reoi. 



-7-

That part of the East Half of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 19, Township 102 North, Range 27 West in Faribault County, 
Minnesota described as follows: 

A tract of land commencing at the Southwest corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 19; thence North 90 degrees 
00 minutes East along the South line of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 19 (said line also being the centerline 
of County State Aid Highway No. 6) a distance of 1130.8 
feet; thence North 57 degrees 58 minutes East a distance 
of 398.2 feet to the Southwest corner of Valley Highlands 
Subdivision according to the plat thereof on file and of 
record in the office of the Faribault County Recorder;. 
thence North 1 degree i6 minutes East along the·west line 
of Valley Highlands Subdivision a distance of 323.50 feet 
to the point of beginning; thence continuing North l degree 
16 minutes East along the West line of Valley Highlands 
Subdivision a distance of 46. 00 feet; the.nee North 89 degrees 
01 minutes West a distance of 148.4 feet to the West line 
of the East Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 19; 
thence South-along the West line.of the East Half of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 19 a distance of 46.00 feet; 
thence South 89 degrees 01 minutes East a distance of 148.4 
feet to the point of beginning. 

.. 

Together with the East 650.00 feet of the West.Half of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 19, Township 102 North, Range 27 West in Faribault 
County, Minnesota excepting therefrom the following: 

That portion lying southerly of the centerline of County 
State Aid Highway No 6 

And also excepting that portion of the following described 
tract lying westerly of the Ea~t line of the West Half of 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 19; 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 19; thcnc~ North 90 degrees 00 

minutcs·oo seconds Ea.st (l\ssumcd boilring) along the 
South line of the Northeast Quarter of Section 19 
(said lipc also being the centerline and centerline 
tangent of County State Aid Highway_ No. 6) jl distance 
of 1130.8 feet to the point of intersection of the 
tangents ~f the circular curve thcrebeing (I=32°02' LT., 
0=8° 00', T=205.86', L=400.63'); thence North 57 degrees 
58 minutes 00 seconds East along the centerline tangent 
a distance of 187.14 feet to.the point of beginning; thence 
continuing North 57 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds East 
along the highway centerline and tangent thereto a distance 
if 211.06 feet to the Southwest corner of Valley Highlands 
Subdiv.ision according to the plat thereof, on file and of' 
record in the office of the Register of _Deeds, Faribault 
County, Minnesota; thence North 1 degree 16 minutes 00 secontjs 
East along the West line of Valley Highlands Subdivision 
a distance of 323.50 feet; thence North 89 degrees 01 minutes 
00 seconds West a distance of 176.40 feet; thence South 1 
degree 16 minutes 00 seconds West pa'rallel wit11 the West line 
of Valley Highlands Subdivision· a distance of 438.51 feet 
to the point of beginning. · 

II. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the mill levy of the City of Blue Earth on the 

property herein ordered annexed shall be increased in substantially equal_ propotions 

over a period of five years to equality with the mill levy of the property already 

within the City. 
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III. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date of this order i::: August 9, 1978 

Dated this 9th day of August, 1978 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
165 Metro Square Building 
St. Paul. Minnesota 55101 

/ . ,, 
0~ttlc. 'l ,.L c( Ac~·.~~-

.,,.,.. <.... 

William A. Neiman 
Executive Director 

I 


