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An EqtJol (}pporf1111lty Empfoyot 

Mr .• Mark Winkler 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

MUNICIPAL BOARD 
Suite 165 Met,o Squoro 
7th & Robert Streets 

St. PolJI, Minnesota 55101 

Deputy Secretary of State 
State Office BuiTdi ng 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Re! Municipal Boa rd Docket Number A-3201 International Falls 

Dear Mr. Winkler: 

The subject order of the Minnesota Municipal Board 
makes the following changes in the population of the 
named units of gbvernment: · 

T{le population of International Falls 

is increased by Na change 

The population of Unorganized territory 

is decreased by No change-

A new municipality-named 

has been created with a population of ______ _ 
The · __________________ ._;.... ______ _ 

has be~n dissolved. 

Official date of the Order ~rch 2!!._~~978 effective Aern 27, 1978 . 

C.C. Mr •. ·Wall.ace O. Dahl ~. ~· ~· Dil"ector ~· .· ·· .· .· . 
Ta.x Research Division Patricia O. Lundy · . 
205 Centennial Bldg. Assistant Executive ecretary 

Hazel Reinhardt 
State Demographer 
101 Capitol Square Bldg. 

Mr~ Arthur C. Roemer 
Department of Revenue 
201 Centennial Bldg. 313 8'.5 
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· Ao.320I International Falls 
BEFORE THE MUNtCI PAL BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Gerald Jo Isaacs 
Robert Wo Johnson 
Thomas J. Simmons 
Walter Holt 
Innis Nesbitt 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Member 
Ex-Officio Member 
Ex-Offi~io Member 

----------~------------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
RESOLUTION FOR ANNEXATION OF 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 

AND ORDER CERTAIN LAND TO THE CITY OF INTERNATIONAL FALLS 

- - - -· - ----- - - -- ·- ........ -- ... -- .- - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - -
The above-entitled matter came on for hearing before the Minnesota Municipal 

Board pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414, as amended, on January 19, 1978 at Inter­

national Falls, Minnesota. The hearing was conducted by Thomas J. Simmons, Board 

Member, putsuant to Minnesota. Statutes 414.01 7 Subd. 12. Also in attendance were 

County Commissioners Walter Holt and Innis Nesbitt, ex-officio members of the Board .• 

The City of International Falls appeared by and th1:ough Joe Boyle, the City of South 

lntel.'llational Falls, appeared by and through Cyril Waiker, and the peti tioncrs appeared 

prose. Tes~imony was heard, and records and exhibits were received. 

-After due and careful consideration of all evidence, together with all records, 

files and proceedings, _the Minnesota Municipal Board hereby makes ahd files the 

following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Lawand Oider. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On August 8, 1977, a resolution of the annexing municipality .vas received 

by the Minnesota Municipal Board requesting the ~oard to order annexation of the 

aTea hereinafter described. This resolution contained all the information required 

by statute including a description of the territory subject to annexation which is 

as follows: 

The East line being the East line of the Northeast Quarter 
North of the Burlington Northern right-of-way of Section 
4-70-24-, and the West line being the North One-half of the 
East One-eighth (N~-E 1/8) line of Section 4-70-24, and the 
South line being the North t:ight=of .. way of the Burlington 
Northern railroad located in Section Four (4) and also that 
part of -the East one-half of the East One-quarter line .of 
Section Four West of the intersection of said line with the 
North right-of-way line of the Burlington Northern railroad, 
and the North line being the East One-quarter of the North 
line of Section Four. 

2. Due, timely and adequate legal notice of the hearing was published, served 

and-filed. 

3. Geographic Features 

•• The area subject to annexation is unincorporated and abuts the City of 

International Falls. 

b. The total area of the City of International Falls is 1340 acres. The 

total area of the territory subject to annexation is 78.53 acres. 
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c. The perimeter of the area to be annexed is 34.87., bordered by the numicipiil.ity. 

d. The natural terrain of the area 7 including general topography, major water­

sheds, soil .condi t!ons, rivers, lakes and major bluffs is as follows: hnd is undevelope~, 

4o Population Data 

ao The City of International Falls 

1) Past population growth; Slow growth 

2) Present population: 6,439 

3) Projected population; 8,000 by 1980 

b., The a,;ea subject to annexation 

l) Past population growth: O 

2) Present popqlation: 0 

3) Projected population: 500 - 600 persons when fully developed. 

5. Development Issues 

a. What, if any, ate the plans for the development of the prope-rty proposed for 

annexation and/c,r the annexing municipality, including development projected by the 
. 

state planning agency. Property owners' plans include residential development and very 

limited commet'cial. 

b. What land use controls a-re presently being employed in the City of International 

Falls • 

a. Zoning: Yes 

b •. Subdivision regulations: Yes 

c. Housing and building: Yes 

d. Other: A study is now underway of all lattd use in International Falls. 

c. Does the city require future growth space?. Yes, only 5 or 6 lots are left. 

If so, will the area subject to annexation provide the City of International Falls 

with necessary growth space? Yes. 

d. · Development of the following types is occurring:. 

l) In the city of Inte1:t1ational Falls; substantial development of all types 

is occurring. 

2) In the area subject to annexation: no development at this time. 

e. What. will be the effect, i.f any, of the annexation on adjacent communities? 

A very Hmi ted effect on South International Fall$A 

6. Governmental Se1:vices 

a. Pres~ntly, the City of International falls provides its citizens with the 

following services: 
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1) Water: Yes 5) Street Improvements: Yes 

2) Sewer: Yes 6) Street Maintenance: Yes 

3) Fire Protection: Yes 7) Rec rea tiona 1 : Yes 

4) Police Pro tee ti on: Yes 

b. Presently, the City of Inte.rnational Falls provides the area subject to 

annexation with the following services: 

l) Water: No 

2) Sewen No 

3) Fir~ Protection: No 

4) - Police Protection: Yes 

5) Street Improvements:_ No 

6) - Street Maintenance;- No 

7) Recrea.tional; No 

-c. Plans to extend municipal services to the area subject to annexation 

include the following: all services could be extended within a reasonable time. 

d. There are existing or potential pollution problems which are: None. 

7. Fiscal Data 

a. In the City of International Falls, the assessed valuation as of 1977 is almost 

20 million, the mill rate as of 1977 is about 37 and the bonded indebtedness as of 1977 

is about 1 million. 

b. -In the area subject to annexation, the assessed valuation as of 1977 is $2,526. 

c~ 0The mill rate in the following units of government are: 

1) County: $40.29 
3) Towhship: There is no township 

2) School Districts:60.04 

d. Will the annexation have any effect upon area school districts? No. 

8. Is annexation to the City of International Falls the best alternative. 

a. Could government services be better provided for by incorporation of the 

area subject to annexation? No. 

b. Could governmental services be better provided for by consolidation or annex• 

ation of the a-rea with an adjacent _mun:Lcipali ty other than International Falls? No 1 • 

South International Falls did not make such a showing. 

9. A. majority of property owners in the area to be annexed have not petitioned the 

Municipal Board requesting annexation, however, there are no persons who qualify as 

voters residing in the property proposed for annexation. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Minnesota Municipal Board duly aquired and now has jurisdiction of the within 

proceeding. 

2 •. · The area. subject to annexation is now or is about to become urban or suburban 

is character. 
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3. Municipal government is required to protect the public heal th, safety, and 

t-1elfare in the area subject to annexation. 

.. 

4., The best interest of the City of Inte·ruational Falls and the area subject to annex- "1 

ation will be furthered by annexation. 'i'f.. 

5. TlTe-re is a reasonable relationship between the increase in 1:ev~n.ue for the ~ity 

of International Falls and the value of benefits conferred upon the area subject to 

annexation. 

6. Annexation of all or a part of the property to an adjacent municipality would 

not better serve the interests of the residents who reside in the area subject to 

annexation. 

7. The area primarily and substantially interested in or effected by the Boa.rd order 

only includes that area subject to annexation. 

8. · The area primarily and substantially interested :Ln or affected by the Board order 

has no resident voters; therefore, the referendum requirement of M.S. is 414.031 sub• 

division 5, is not applicable to this proceeding. 

9. An order should be issued by the Minnesota Municipal Board annexing the area 

described herein. 

.OR.DER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the prope,:ty described herein situated in the County 

of Koochiching, State of Minnesota, be and the same is hereby annexed to the City 

of International Falls, Minnesota, the same as if it had been originally made a part 

thereof. 

The East line being the .East line of the Northeast Quarter 
. North of the Burlington Northern right-of-way of Section 

4•70-24, and the West line being the North One-half of the 
East One-eighth (N~-E '1/8) line of Section 4-70-24,- and the 
South line being the North right-of-way of the Burlington 
Northern railroad located in Section Four (4) and also that 
part of the East one-half of the East One-quarter line of 
Section Four West of the intersection of said line with the 
North right-of-way line of the Burlington Northern railroad, 
and the North line being the East One-quarter of the North 
line of.Section Four. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That pursuant to M.S. 414.01, Subd. 12, this order is 

hereby stayed for a period of 30 days during wich time any party of record may demand 

.an oral review by the full Municipal Board. 

.IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date of this order is April 27 , --------
19 78 • -

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

F.ILED 
APR 3 -~ 1978 

. ~ tt,~ ,,t.s~.~v 
1-&lcretary of State 

Dated this 28th day of March , 19 78 ------ --------
MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
165 Metro Square Building 

q~;;::·:.t•;~,,11-y 
~l Neiman 0 
Executive Secretary 
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ADMIN, IOOOA (REV, 8/76) ,,..,. . . 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

DEPARTMENT--_M_UN_I_C_I_P_A_L_B_0_A_R_D ____ _ Off ice Memorandum 
TO Donna Scott DATE: January 11, 1980 

·. Secretary of State Is Office 

,. 

FROM Karen Juliot PHONE: (612}296 2428 
Secretary to the Director 

SUBJECT: Enclosed Correspondnece 

Lyle McNa:ir has requested that this letter be attaced to our order A-3201 
Irtternational Falls. This letter is only for clafification of the order, so 
please just attach it. 

Thank you. 

kj 

Enclosure 



Municipal Board 

JOSEPH M. BOYLE P.A. 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

235 4rn AVENUE 

INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MINNESOTA 56649 

(216) 283-9481 

Room 165, Metro Square Build:i.ng 
7th. and Robert 
S~int Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Dear Sirs: 

ttlCll. in JA·N 4 1980 
MNIS 

1980 

LITTIJ!FORII. MN, OfFICE 

1216) 276•4321 

I understand from a conversation with the State De~ographer, 
Lyle McNair, that a question arose as to what the City of 
International Falls intended when it annexed the East half of 

· the NortheastQuarter (E½-NE¼) of Section Four (4)~ Township 
Seventy (70) and Range Twenty-four (24). 

In that particular description, it was the council's intent 
t-0 annex the property with the west line described as the 
West line of the East half of the Northeast Quarter (E½-NE¼) 
of Section Four (4), Township Seventy (70), and Range Twenty-
four (24); · 

I hope this answers any questions that you might have regarding 
this matter. 

JMB/pj 
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