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An Eq110I Opportunity Employer 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
MUNICIPAL BOARD 

Mr. Mark Winkler 

Suite 165 Metro Square 

7th & Robert Streets 
St. Paul, IAinnesota 55101 

January 25, 1978 

Deputy Secretary of State 
State Office Building 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Re: Municipal Board Docket Number OA-128-1 Bemidji 

Dear Mr. Winkler: 

The subject order of the Minnesota Municipal Board 
maims the following changes in the population of the 
named units of government: 

The population of The City of Berni dj i 

is increased by (no change) 

The population of The Town of Northern 

is decreased by (no change) 

A new municipality named ______________ _ 

bas been created wtth a population of ______ _ 

The 

has be~n dtssolved. 

Official date of the Order 

C. C. Mr. Wal lace O. Dahl 
Director 
Tax Research Division 
205 Centennial Bldg. 

Hazel Reinhardt 
State Demographer 

January 25, 1978. Effective 

. ... .,, 

Patri 
Assistan 

101 Capitol Square Bldg. stATE OF MINNESOT~ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

F.IL.ED 
JAN3 t 1978 

~{idu.,:,,,.J $.w-.JV 

#~ -SecretarY of State 

Mr. Arthur C. Roemer · 
Depa~tment of Revenue 
201 Centennial Bldg. 

3loZ/.oO 

Phone: 296-2428 

1978. 

Secretary 
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OA-128~1 Bemidji/Northern 

BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

Chairman Gera1d J. Isaacs 
Robert W. Johnson 
Themas J. Simmens 
Lowell Bje1la 
John Cronemiller 

Vice Chairman 
Member 
Ex-Officio Member 
Ex-Officio Member 

-------~--------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT RESOLUTION ) 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BEMIDJI AND NORTHERN .) 
TOWNSHIP FOR THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION OF ) . 

. CERTAIN LAND TO THE CITY OF BEMIDJI ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT> 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW~ 

AND ORDER 

----------------------------------
The above-entitled matter came on for hearing before the Minne

sota Municipal Board pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414, as amended, 

on January 25, 1978, at Berni dj i, Minnesota. The_ hearing was con ducted 
. -

by Robert w. Johnson~ Vice Chairmant pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

414.01, Subdivision 12. Also in attenda,nce were County Commissioners 

Lowell Bjella and John Cronemiller, ex-officin members of the board. 

After due and -careful consideration of all evidence~ together 

with all records, files and proceedings, the Minnesota Municipal Board 

he~eby makes and files the following Findings of Fact, Con~lusions of 

law and Order. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. That a joint resolution for orderly annexation was adopted 

bf the City of Bemidji and the Township of Northern and duly filed with 

the Minnesota Municipal Board. 

2. A resolution was filed by one of the signatories to the joint 
~ 

resolution, Bemidji, on December 27, 1977, requesting annexation of 

certain properties within the orderly annexation area. The resolution 

contained all the information required by. statute including a destrip

tion of the territory subject to annexation which is as fo116ws: 

All of the SW¼ of Section 23, Township -147, Rang·e 33~ 
less the following tracts: 

(aJ All of said SW~ lying west of State Trunk Highway #71; 
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(b) The North 806 feet of the NE¼ of SW¼, Section 32» 
Township 147, Range 33, less the West 135 feet thereof; 

(c) The East 500 feet of the South 490 feet of the SE¼ of 
SW~,b Section 32, Township 147, Range 33. 

3.; Duet-timely and adeq-uate legal notice of the hearing was 

published, served and filed. 

4. Geographic Feat~res 

a. The area subject to anne~ation is unincorporated and 

abuts the City of Bemidji. 

b. The total area of the City of Bemidji is 10,800 acres .. 

The totaJ ar.ea of the territory subject to annexation is 

130 acres .. 

c. The degree of contiguity of the boundaries between the 

annexing municipality and the proposed annexed property 

is as follows: approximately 25%. 

d. The natural terrain of the area, including general topo

graphy, major watersheds, soil conditions, rivers, lakes 

and major bluffs is as follows: flat terrain dipped in 

southwest direction, hay field, soil is sandy loam 9 

·1ocated-in Mississippi River drainage basin. 

5. Population Data 

a. The City of Bemidji 

l) Past popu1 a ti on growth: steady growth. In 1970 -

11,500. 

2) Present population: 13,500 

3) projected population: By 1985 - 15,500. 

b. The area subject to ·annexation 

1) Past population grow th: None 

2} Present population: None 

3) Pro}e:.0ted populati-on: By 1990 -- 300. 

6. Development Issues 

a. What, if.any, are the comprehensive plans for the develop~ 

me~t of the property proposed for annexatton and/or th• 

annexing muni ci pa 1 i ty, i ric 1 udin g deve 1 opmen t projected 

by the State.Planning Agency? The city and .property owner 

are developing plans for the area. 

b. What land use controls are presently being employed. 



l} In the City of Bemidji: 

a. Zoning - Yes 

b. Subdivision regulations - Yes 

c. Housing and building codes - Yes 

2) In the area to be annexed: 

a. Zoning - No 

b. Subdivision regulations - Yes, by Beltrami County 

c. Housing and building codes - No 

c. Does the City require future growth space? Yes. If so, 

wfll the area subject to annexation provide the City of 

Bemidji with necessary growth space? Yes. 

d. The present pattern of physical development is: 

1) In the City of Bemidji: a11 types of developm~nt. 

2) In the area subject to annexation: -agricultural with 

plans for residential, commercial, and health~related 

business. 

7. Governmental Services 

a. 

-

Presently, th~ Township of Northern provides the area 

subject to annexation with the following services: 

1) Water No 5) Street Improvements - Yes 

2) Sewer No . 6) Street Maintenance - Yes 

3} Fire Protection - Yes, 7) Recreational - Unknown 
Rural Fire Association. 

4) Police Protection - County Sheriff 

b. Presently, the City of Bemidji provides its citizens with 

the following servfces: 

1 l Water - Yes 5) Street Improvements - Yes 

2) Sewer Yes 6) Street· Maintenance - Yes 

:3J Fi r:e> .•rro . .te.c t toJJ - Jes .1) Re,crea t.i onal - Yes .. 

4) Police Protection Yes 

c. Presently, the City of Bemidji provides the area subject 

to anhexation with the following: recreational services.· 

d. Plans to extendmunicipal services to the area subject to 

annexation include the following: all service will be 

extended within a reasonabl~ time. 
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e. There are existing or potential pollution problems whicih 

are: None. 

f. That the City of Bemidji is capable of and it is practical 

fo-r it to pro vi de to the area propo-sed for annexation the 

listed municipal serv,ces within the next 3 years. 

8. Fiscal Data 
a. In the City of Bemi~ji, the assessed valuation is approxi

mately $17 million, the mill rate is 26.31 and the_pr_esent 
bonded indebtedness is $3,057,200. 

b. In the area subject to annexation, the assessed valuation 

is $2,556, the mill rate is 7.08 and the present bonded 

indebtedness is o. 
c. Will the annexation have any effect upon area school 

districts? No • 

- •l CO N CL US I ON S O F LAW 

1. The Minnesota Municipal Board duly acquired and now has juris

diction of the within proceeding.· 

2. The area subject to annexation is now or is about to become 

urban or suburban in nature. 

3. The City of Bemidji is c~pabl~ of pr6viding all of the services 

required by the area described herein within a reasonable time. 

4. The mill levy ·of the annexing municipality on the area proposed 

for annexation should be increased in substantia]ly equal proportions 

over a 3 year period. 

s~ An order should be issued by the Minnesota Municipal Board 

Bnnexing the area desertbed herein. 

0 R D E R 

1T IS HEREBY ORDERED: That ~he following described property lying 

in the Township of Northern, County of Beltrami, State of Mfnnesota, be 

and the· s-ame he.rs,by is annexed to the City. of Berni dj i. the same as· i-f it 

had originally been made a part thereof: 

All of the·SW¼ of Section 23, Township 147, Range 33, 
.less the following tracts: 

(a) All of said SW¼ lying west of State Trunk Highway #71; 

{b) The North 806 feet of the NE¼ of SW¼, Section 32, 
Township 147, Ran_ge 33, less the West 135 feet t.hereof; 

(c) The East 500 feet of the South 490 feet of the SE¼ of SW¼, 
Section 32, Township 147, Range 33 • 
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IT IS FURlHER ORDERED: That the mill levy of the City of Bemidji 

on the property herein ordered annexed shall be increased in substan

tially eq.ual proportions over a period of 3 years to equality with the 

mill levy of the property already within the -city. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the effective date of this order is 

J an u a ry 2 5 , 1 9 7 8 • 

Dated this 25th day of January, 1978. 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD 
Suite 165 Metro Square 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

~l(~v\ 
William A. Neiman 
Executive Secretary 

STATE OF MINNESOTA' 
IJEPARTMl':NT OF STATE 

FILED 
· JAN3 11978 

~a~ur.l ffir..-,,.;..; 
,- Secretary of State 

?'/ 3/ cf? 60 
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