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* RENVILLE, MINNESOTA 56284 

March 21, 1977 

Joan A. Grawe 
Office of Secretary of State 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Ms. Grawe: 

Enclosed are amendments 11 154, 1/155 ~ #156, to the City 

Charter of the City of Renville, Minnesota, which were voted 

on at the city election held on March 8, 1977. These 

amendments will take effect 30 days after election. 

Enclosed is a copy of our city attorney's letter stating 

ordinance 1/155 did actually pass because of Minn. Statutes 410.12 

Subd 6. Please review this and file •.. Tli.ank you. 

Encl: 4 

Very truly yours, 

Marlene Standfuss 
City Clerk 
City of Renville 

:fP if{) c;:-o I 
STATE OF MINNESOTII 

Dif'ARTMENT OF STATE 
F.ILED 

MAR2 51972 
~~.;(Anuv 

,- SectetalY. Qt State 

f 
i: 



Marlene Standfuss 
City Clerk 
City of Renville 
Renville, MN 56284 

CD ) Ci\ C: 1 Z}\'4),fl,(Ja ~ , . (l) c,la,rtili? 'L 

f\TTOPNEY AT tAW 
904 · W LINCOLN 

OLIVlA. MlNNESOT A 56277 
612-523-2463 

March 11, 1977 

In re: City Charter Amendments 

Dear Marlene: 

The proceedure for certifying the charter amendments which were 
adopted by the voters is as follows: ... ...,. 

You shall file with the Secretary of State and the Renville County 
Recorder a copy of the charter amendment accompanied by your 
certificate attesting to the accuracy of the copy, giving the date 
of the election, and setting out the vote b:y which the charter was 
adopted. As you know the amendments will take effect 30 days 
after the election. 

With respect to the question of which amendments passed, I have 
reviewed the law and it is my opinion that Ordinance =/fl54 (regarding 
fiscal year), Ordinance #155 (regarding elections) and Ordinance 
=//:156 (regarding terms of office) all passed. Apparently there has 
been some question about whether or not Ordinance :ffl55 actually 
passed since the vote on that ordinance was 312 Aye and 237 Nay. 
It is my opinion that that Ordinance i/:155 did actually pass because 
the City Charter amendment provision which is Chapter 13, Section 
9, does not apply to this type of an amendment. The amendment 
procedure which was used by the council in this case is set out 
in Minnesota Statutes §410.12 Subd 6. That amendment procedure is 
a separate and distinct amendment procedure from the other amendment 
procedures of which the above Section 9 is only one. Noreover, 
Sub-section 6 of said Section 410.12·provides affirmatively that the 
amendment becomes theneffective when it is approved by the voters 
as provided in Subdivision 4 of Section L~lO .12. Said Subdivision 4 
clearly states that if 51% of the votes cast on any amendment are 
~n ~avor of its adoption, that that amendment has passed. Therefore, 
it 1.s clear that the only two ordinances which were not adopted by 
the voters were the last two proposed amendments set forth in 
Ordinance 1f157 and Ordinanee 4/158. 

Yours t~uly, 
' ,,,.-... r c;"?>/"-

R. D. Selander 
RDS/sjs 

cc: Mr. Al Mulder, Mayor 
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ORDINANCE NO. 154 

AMENDING PROVISIONS OF CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING FISCAL YEAR 

Section 1. The City Council of the City 0£ Renville 
hereby ordains: 

DECLARATION OF POLICY 

Section 2. The City Council of the City of Renville has 
determined that the City Charter of the City of Renville contains 
certain obsolete and undesirable provisions regarding the City 
fiscal year. It is declared to be the intention of the council 
to eliminate the difficulties of dealing with the present fiscal 
year. 

Section 3. The City Council hereby, therefore, amends 
Chapter V of the City Charter of the City of Renville by deleting 
the language which is lined through, and by adding the language 
which is underlined: 

CHAPTER V 

TAXES 

FISCAL YEAR 

Section 1. The fiscal year of the City of Renville shall 
commence on the seeeea-'±1:1.esaay-e:€-Ma1:eh first day of each year. 

Adopted this 24th day of May 1976 by the city council. 

ATTEST: 

(Marlene Standfuss,, Gity Clerk) 
Ma3:ch 21, 1977 _ 

(· hn R. Hawbaker, Mayor 

I, Marlene Standfuss, duly qualified, elected, and clerk of the City of Renville, 
Minnesota, hereby certify that the foregoing amendment is true and correct. 
The above amendment to the City Charter was voted on at the City Election held 
on March 8, 1977, in the City of Renville, Minnesota 

Yes votes 389 

No votes 160 

4:l=-:30'f6) 
~YA1'~ Of. MUNNESOY~ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 155 

AMENDING PROVISIONS OF CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING ELECTIONS 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Renville hereby 
ordains: 

DECLARATION OF POLICY 

Section 2. The City Council of the City of Renville has 
determined that the City Charter of the City of Renville contains 
certain obsolete and undesirable provisions regarding election 
dates. It is declared to be the intention of the council to 
establish a uniform date for city elections. 

Section 3. The City Council hereby, therefore, amends Chap
ter II of the City Charter of the City of Renville by deleting 
the language which is lined through, and by adding the language 
which is underlined; 

CHAPTER II 

OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS 

TIME OF ELECTIONS 

8eeeiert-47--'fhe1:e-shall-be-a-eity-e3:eetien-fo:r-e.3:.eeting-snch 
efiieers-ef-said-eicy-as-a1:e-he1:eiR,-er-etherwise-by-law,-made 

·eleeefve-eR-che-seeeRd-'±'1:iesday-iR-Ma1:eh,-:l:.986,-a:nd-therea.£ter-a 
efcy-eleeeieR-sha±l-1:ie-helcl-eR-che-seeeRd-'£tieSday-in-Mareh-of-eaeh 
year. 

Section 4. After the cit election of March 8, 1977, there 
shall be a city election on the irst Tues ay a ter t e irst 
Monday in October, beginning in October, 1977, and thereafter a 
city election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in October of each year. 

Section 9. The term of office of each officer elected under 
this charter shall commence on the cai.1:e.-'±'1:iesElay-ef-Ma1:el:i-ef 
first day of the year following the year in which he was elected 
and shall continue until his successor is elected and qualified. 

Adopted this 24th day of May 1976 by the city council. 

ATTEST: 

(Marlene Standfuss, 9ity Clerk) 

March 21, 1977 

~! Marlene Standfuss, duly qualified, elected, and clerk of the City of Renville 
T~nnesota, hereby cextify that the foregoine amendment :is true and correct , 

].01 

h ~da~ove amendment to the City Charter was voted on at the City Election •-11. 

e arch 8, 1977, in the City of Renville, Minnesota. . c.-,-, 30f 6 / 
$uA'lrt:: OF, M~NNESOo&' 

D!WARTMENT Of STATE Yes votes 312 

No votes . · 237 ~ 0 It.~ D 
MAR 2 B 1977 

~a~~ $21mu 
,-S$cretaBY, of State 



ORDINANCE NO. 156 

AMENDING PROVISIONS OF CITY CHARTER 
REGARDING TERMS OF OFFICE 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Renville hereby 
ordains: 

DECLARATION OF POLICY 

Section 2. The City Council of the City of Renville has 
determined that the City Charter of the City of Renville contains 
certain obsolete and undesirable provisions regarding terms of 
office. It is declared to be the intention of the council to 
minimize the effect of the turnover of the elected officials. 

Section 3. The City Council hereby, therefore, amends _ 
Chapter II and III of the City Charter of the City of Renville 
by deleting the language which is lined through, and by adding 
the language which is underlined. 

CHAPTER II 

OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS 

TERM OF OFFICE 

SeeeieB-2.-:---'fhe-t:erm-of-office-of-aii-sa±d-officers-shaii-be 
e-a.e-yea:ie--exeepcing-as-feFl:.ows 7--'fhe- term-of-office-of-aiderrnen-at 
J:a:rge-saall-he-1:we-years-exeept::ing-at:-the-f±rst-e3:ec:t±on-after-the 
ael.e13t:ieR-ef- eh:f: s -eha1:ee1:-;- -when-ene-a:l:derman-at-ia:rge-sha3:.i-be- _ 
eleet:ea;..fe:r-eRe-yea1:-ana-eHe-fe1:-cwe-years-:--'fhe-t:erm-of-the-jt1dge
ef-t:he-mB.Rfeipa±-ee1::1.1;1:-shall-he-fe1:ir-years-and-that-of...,t:he-j'tl.st±ee
ef-t:he-1_3eaee-sha±±-be-cwe-yea3:s-:--All-effieers-sha3:.3:.-hoid-their 
1:espeeEive-effiees-1:1nt:il-1:hei1:-sc1eeessers-are-eleeted-and-ql::l.t13:±f±ed. 

Section 2. The term of all officers appointed or elected as 
a result of the March 8, 1977 election shall extend through the end 
of the fiscal ear in which said election is held, exce t that the 
term o the al erman at arge and the term o the a ermen rom t e 
odd:-:-.numbered "wards who are elected at said election shall extend 
through the end of the next fiscal year. -

Except as qualified by the preceding .paragraph, the term of 
office of all appointive officers appointed after the October 4, 1977 
city election shall be two years or until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. 

Except as qualified by the first paragraph of this section, 
the term of office of all elective officers elected at the Octo
ber 4, 1977 city election, and thereafter, shall be two years. 

CHAPTER III 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

OTHER OFFICERS-DUTIES AND COMPENSATION 

Section 15. The city council shall -have the power at any time 
to require other and further duties to be performed by any officer 
whose duties are herein prescribed, not inconsistent with this charter 
arid to appoint such other officers as may be necessary to carry into 
effect, the provisions of this charter, and to prescribe their duties, 
unless otherwise provided for: but no officer elected or appointed 
by the city council, or appointed by the mayor, as hereinbefore pro
vided, shall be appointed for a longer term than eB.e-yea:r two years, 
and until his successor is elected or appointed, and duly qualified. 
The city council shall have the power unless herein otherwise -pro
vided, to fix the compensation of all officers elected or appointed 
under this charter, and such compensation shall be fixed by resolution, 
and in regard to all officers created by this charter, the compensation 
shall be fixed within three months from the first organization and 
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0R.nlN~NCE NO. 156 (cont.) 

meeting of the city council~ After t:he first year the compen.
sation of officers shall he fixed for the r1e:Kt fL.;cal year in 
the. month of Ha~er1. 'Decembt:1r, e,-::cept fo-r~ suc'fioffi1.~ers as there
after may be createo.75i'°'regard to ·which the comp~r1.sation shall 
be fixed at the ti.me of: tht? t:r.ea.tion of. such office. 

Adoptetl this ~(rth day o.!: May 197~ by the r:ity council. 

ATTEST: 

I~ Marlene Standfuss, duly qual:i.fied e . . . . . Minnesota, hereby certify that th . / . le~ted, and clerk of the City of Renville 
The above amendment to the City c: oregoing amendment is true and correct. , 
held March 8, 1977 in the c·t faRrter _was vo~ed on at the City Election 

' 1 Y O enville, Minnesota. 

Yes votes 359 

No votes 190 

¥36 <;Co; 
SlATfa: Of' MINNESO'f f.t . 

DeifARIMENT OF STATE 
f !Ila~ D 

MAR 2 o t977 
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