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$TATE 0-li' JJ!:tNN1Jl$0TA 
aooot OF ;BROWN . 

. V!IiLAGE OF SPEU'J' (l-FlELl> 

I hereby, certif;v that the aMexed cony of the nro"Oosed 
oity obarter for the Oity of _Springfield, Brown county, 
Minnes.ota., wa.s duly delivered 'by the Board of Freeholders, 
appointed b;r t}).e Judge. of the. Dist riot Court of thi$ Distr:tot,. 
to tp~- yj,J,.l{;l.ge Ool!P..o:i,3,. Of th~ JTillage _of. Spri:ngtield, Br◊wn 
douri.ty, Uinn,eaota, Qn August llth, 1923; that a.t a regulal:' 
:meet:tng- of .the as.id Village dounoil held on :Mond.BN', September 
10th, 19.23 ,. a. 1;1:pecie.J. eleoti-on was duly ordered and. oa.lled 
by said :Village council, to vote on the adoption of said 
t::hi:l,rter, the sa.id.,elec;;tion, to 1:,e held in the said Vill~ge- qi' 
Spri:ngfield. on Tt.1e1:1da.:r1 -October 16th, 1923 ,· betweeh the hOUl'S 
Qi' nli:tt~ otolook a.m., and :fiv:e o'clock p.m. Qll sa.:i,d dey-t 
and tlu!,t notices of saidspeoia.l election were duly posted 
at three pr4:noipal pl$oes' in aaid Village at least ten days 
prior to said. eleotion de.te,~ a.s appears by the at.fidavi t of 
A. 'C" l!tl.eller, Village :Reoqrd(!)l:' of said. Village, •on file ·in 

· the. o:tf ioe or the Village iteoorder of' said Vil~age , and . " 
· that as.id no'liioe was also published onoe ilt the ".Spring:fiera;..­

Adva.noe l?~esstt, the offioiaJ.. newspaper for said Village, 
printed and published. ill. said Village, on Wednesdey, the 

1 r , t~ird. day <>f ootober, 1925, as appears by the affidavit of 
1 ; .·.· publioe.ti.onon file in t}1e oftioe of the 3mid ViJ,l~ge Re-
1 · / ~ ~~ -"col"ttesr;-' ~n~t tlie-j,ofis were -oJjeiied at ti:i.ne o •¢look a.. m. ,. _· 

. . -~ ; - on sa;id. 16th dai of Oo:tober, 1923,. and ki!!pt open continuously 
. j ~ 'lnltil :t'iv:8 o'olock i,.m,.;, on that day. ~a.t on October 17th 

! 1925, tlle said Village council niet as a oa:nv:as.sing board and 
1 duly oanva.ssed the said special election and fo,md t}m.t tlle:re 
l 

1 1 were cast ·at such election a total of 406 votes, of wl:lich 
, 1. ; ,number 308 were cast itt favor, and. 9.8 were cast .against the 
.- 1 • adoption of the said proposed cha.rtet, s.nd tha.t the sa.id 1 ; · . . f i oha.rter was duly :r,e.tified and adopted at such el!3otion .. 

· t I · 
.. fi I WITNJ!TSS nzy-_ hand.,a.nd the corporate seal of the Village, t\ l o:e Springfield, Brown county.; Minne~TOta, this 18th d~~ of: ii I Ootober; 1923, e.t Spr:!ngfield, llinnesota.~' 

1 President· Of the Village 
'.1 the Village- of S_pringfiel , :Minne-
t sota, .a municipal corporation ... -, 

'.·l 

:t 
'i 



Cfhe Gharter of the 

City oJ Springfield 
1:kown Countg, Minnesota 

CHAPTER 1, ,Seetion 4. - POWERS OF CITY: 
The City of Springfield, by and in its 

NAMES, BOUNDARIES,.POWERS.. corporate name shall have perpetual 
AND GENERAµ PROV:lSlONS. succession; '!l.nd save ai, herem ot}1er­

,v-$se provided and ·save as probibited 
Section 1.,-'-,-NAME . .A.ND BOUND~· by the constitution or statutes 0Hl1e 

AE,lES: Upon the taking effect of State of l\1Jnl)esota, it shall have and 
this Charter, the Village . of· Spring- exercise all powerJ!, :functions, rights 
field,. in the County of Brown, ~nd and p:dvileges possessecl by it prior to 
State of 'Minnesota, shall become a the adoption of this Chal'ter; also all 
City under . the name and style of powers, functions,· rights and . piiv­
ClTY. OF Sl?RINGFIELD, in BrOWll. Hege$. now or hereafter . given or 
County, Mlnnesota, and shall continue gi·anted to municipal corporations hav­
to he a muriicipal co:rporation with the ing "Home Rule Charters," .by the. 
same boundaries ai,, now are or here.• constitution and Jaws o.f the State of 
i,.fter :may be established. Minnesota; also all powers, functions, 

. · Section 2,-The ,eubdivisions of land rights and privileges usually exercised 
ini;ltided in and constituting the City · by, or which are incidental to, 01• in­
of ;sprmgfie1d, .:Minnesota,. srnilL be. ~s here in, municipal corpollationi, of like 
follows, to-wit: vower"cand degt.eer also all :municipal 

The north half of section number powerS, functions, rights and priv~ 
ninetee.1i .(19), and the south half of ileges and immunities, 0£ every name 

· · • "-t (1 ) d t'L and. nature whatsoever; and in addi-
secti.bn number eigu een S I an · ue tion it shall have all the powers and 
west half of the southwe$t quartet· of be sub.iect to the.restii. ction c.· on+ained secticin number ,seventeen (17) ;. all. in ~ ~ 
township number •one hundi·ed .·nine in this Charter. In its corpor.atename 
(109), north of range numbet• tbirty- it may take, and hold, by purchase, 
four . (M), in Bi·own County, Minne- eortdemnation, gift or devise, an(! lease 
sota, and convey any and all such real 

estate, personal or mixed property, 
Section 3.--WARDS. The City of within or witho1,1t its bounda1ies, 

Springfield, Brown County, Minnesota1 .as . its p11rposes may require, or as 
shall be divided into two wards, and may be u.seful or beneficial to its 
the center line of Ma'rshall st1·eet in inhabitantsj ,and.it may contract with 
said Cit.y extended to. the north and the county or with other . municipaij­
south limits of said City, shall be the ties for such joint services and utili~ 
dividing line between si:iid two wards. tie., as may seem desirable and for all 
That J)o;rtion. of the City lying to the othel' legitimate pu1-poses. 
East of said center line of Marshall 
street shall be known as Ward Num~ Section 5,- CONSTRUCTION OF 
!)er One (1), and that portion of the 'l'HIS CHARTER: The provisions of 
city lying to the west of· said ceriter this Charter shall be construed liberal~ 
line of Marshall street shall be known ly in :favor of the city, to the end thnt 
as Ward Number Two (2) of the City it may have aU necessa1-y powers for 
of Springfield. the· afficient conduct of its municipal 

r 
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affru.rs, as contemplated. by the. mu­
nicipal home rule provisions <>£ the 
con1;3titution ,and laws o:f the State of 
Minnesota. 'l'he specific mention of 
particular municipal .powel'S in other 
.sections of. this ch~:rter · shall not be 
construea as limiting the powers of 
the c:ity in the :premises to those thus 
mentioned. . 

Section 6.-CHARTllJR A PUBLIC 
AC'!': Thls Charter shall be a public 
act and need not be pleaded or proved 
in .any ease •. · It shall take effect thirty 

. days from and after its adoption by 

2 

• the voter,s. 

superintendent ·of $treets and alleys; 
·one to be superintendent of sewe1·s, 
waterworks and light plant; one to be 
superintendent of p arks, p u b 1 i c 
g1~ounds;- buildings and .fire protection, 
and one to be· ,superintendent of 
amusements, band and eelebr.ations1 
but such designations may he changed 
whenever it appears that the public 
service would be· benefitted thereby, 
Provided, however, that no superin­
tendent of any of the de):lartmental 
boa:rds above enum~rated, or sucq oth­
ers as may be designated, cShall have 
.the power tci contract debts to bind the 

_ 0_. _ city, or make ·any improvements in 
·.en· An. T. ER ,2. said city, unless authorizecl ,by a nia-

1r jority -vote of the council. 
FOI'.tl\t OF GOVERijl\1JllN't, The council may also create tempo~ 

Section.· 7,-,.Ji'ORM O'.F GOVERN- r.ary commissions with advjs()ry pow-
",,.ENT Th .,; · ·£ . t ers to investi.gate any subject of in-.1,~ . . ~ . , e .Lon:n o , gov.ernmen t ·t .1- th · · · 1·ty d I 
establishe.d by thi:,; Chai-ter _ShElll lbe eres · ~0 • () municipa 1 

1 an a so a 
known as the l'Council and Mayor commission to prepare a llity plan, 
n1_an.'' A··.11- t· O"'ers of the .cit"' shall subject to the ,approval of the council . 
.,: " " Such commissions m,ay be given the 
vest Jrt.. and . e e:xerci.sed by the city . power to administer oaths and compel 
councll,. subject to the .initiative, ref- the attendance of witn(;!sses and t11e 
erendum and reeall powers, of the production of books, papers and other 
peo;\>le. · documentary evjdence. 

Section. 8.--Cl'l'Y MANAGER: The Section 10.-ELECTIVE OFFI• 
council may by Ol'ru.nance,passed by a CERS; Thee elective officers of ,the 
majol'ity vote, provide :for a city man- City of Springfield shall be: A mayor, 
ager, and regulate his powers and du- two councilmen from each ward, one 
ties. The city manager . must be a councilman-at-large, city treasurer, 
competent person, but need not.be a two constables, arid aa long as. there 
resident or citizen of the State when shall be no municipal eourt established 
engaged. ,He shall ibe: given full con~ in the cityt two justice:,; of the peace. 
trol and management of the admwis- The mayor, councilman-at-la-rge, city 
tl'ative departments of the city and treasurer, justices of the peace . artd 
:;.hall ~ given the power .to appoint -constables shall be actual -residents 
and remove all e:m.ployes working and voters of the city. There shall be 
•nder his direction. ;lie shall be 1·e• two councilmen elected from each 
sponsible to the cpurtci! .. and · subject w1ard, each of whom shall be qualified 
to its ,..rder and discretion. He may vote.rs and actual residents from the 
be removed at any time by the ma- ward from which he is elected. · 
jorlty vote of the council and written Section ll.-TERM OF OFFICE: 
noti® stating the cause. Mayor-The tem of the mayo1: shall 

Section 9.-D EPA RT Ml!lNTAL be two years jn the first instance after 
BOARDS: '.L'here are hereby estab- the adoption of thi$ charter, 4:1,nd two 
Yshed1 and it is made the duty of the years each term thereafter. 
counCJl, at its first regular . meeting Co1mcilman-The term of one coun­
aiter the :flnnual -election of its tnem- cilman for each ward shall be one year, 
hers, to designate by a majority vote, and one councilman from each wa1·d 
one councilman to the su:perint$1.dent for two years, at the first election 
of aecounts and finances; one to be after the- adoption of this charter, and 



tlierea:fter .one councilman is to be 
elected· annually, for a te:rm of :two 
Years1Jrom each of said wards. 

. C6uncifman-rtl-l.iai'ge-'The term of 
the councllmaw-at-•large sl1all · be one 
year. for the :fir/st te1w, and two years 
per tenn thereafter. · 

City treasurer-The. city treasurer 
shall be elected annually, . 

Other Elective Officeri;.;...All .. · other 
elective officers .·of. the. city .shall be 
elected for such terms as· is provided: 

. by the Jaws and constitution of the 
State· of :Minnesota. 

Each - elective o:fficer . anall se:rve 
until Iiis successor is elected and 11as 
q11alified. . . · 

Section . 12~-.-AI'POINTIVEl OFFI­
OEltS: At the. first meeting after the 
~nnual .e1ectfoti1. the counci.1- :shall ap­
point the following officers, who. shall 
hold office for a tenn o:f one year, and 
until his · succesi;or is appointed and 
ltas q,ualifi~d:, orjs removed: · 

City Clerk, 
Ci.tr ,As1:iessor1 
CiW Attorney, 
-Ohief o:f Police, 

:Each of said. officers shall be a resi­
dent and qualln.!ld .voter of· the city .. 

Section 13.-0TlIER OFFICERS: 
'the city coU:1.1cU may, :from time to 

· time,. appoµit .such other officers, em­
. ployes or servants :for J;aid city, as 

may ibe deemed proper for the man~ 
. agement and· operation of municipal 
affairs, ;lnd may prescribe their duties 
and obligations •. · 

Section 14.-INCOM'.PATIBLE OF­
FICES: No member of the council 
shall be · appointed city manage:r, nor 
sha,11 any.member of the council bold 
a11y paid :tnu:nicipa~ office or en.,.J?fo}'­
ment under the c~ty; and until one 
year after the expiiation of his tetm 
as mayor ~r co11ncibnan, no fonne1· 
membet shall be appointed to J.iny paid 
office or e'.lll.ployrne11t under the city 
which office ot emp1oymen.t was cre­
;i.ted, or the emoluments of which were 
increased during his term of office, 

· Section 15,.;...V ACANCIES IN THE 

If 

· COUNCIL; A vacancy in the council 
shall be deemed to exist in case of 
failure of any person elected thereto 
to· qualify. 011 or before the date. of the 
seco11d regular meeting of the new 
council, or by reason of death, resig­
nation, remdv:al from office; removal, 
:from the city, continuous absence. from 
the city fo1· more than six months, oi· 
conviction of a felony of any such per­
son whether before or after his quali­
fi.cation1 or by :reason of the failure of 
any councilman without good cause 
to perfo1,n any of the duties of mem­
bership m the Coµncit for a period of 
three months. ln each ~uch ease the 
cot111cil may by resolution decla1·e such 
vacancy to exist and . shall forthwith 
appoint an · eHgible. to till . the same 
until the next regular municipal elec­
tion., when the office shall be :filled· for 
the unexpired term; provided, that any 
vacancy resulting from a recall elec­
tion or from a resignation following 
the filing of a l'ecall petition and any 
'\i"acancy in the office of mayor sha11 
be filled in the manner 1>rovided in 
s_iich case: 

Section 16.~DUTIES OF :MAYOR: 
The mayor shall be the chlef executive 
of the dty, and the presiding officer 
of the council, and shall be -the e:ii:ecu~ 
tive head of the health department, 
police department, sanitation depart~ 
ment and general welfare. In the ab­
sence. of. the .mayor, death, i·esigna­
tion, disability to act, or absence :t1·om 
,the city, the council shall ,appoint a 
president pro tempore, to act in his 
stead. · All appointments made in the · 
above departments by the may-0r shall 
be confirmed by a majority vote of 
the council. In case 'the cotincil shall 
not connrm · .such appointments by a 
majority vote, then a:p.d in that case, 
the • council may by a four-fifths vote 
make such appointments• as they deem 
proper, without the mayc>r's consent. , 
The. mayor shall J;>e recognized . as the 
official head of the city for all cere­
monial pUl'J.)OSes, br the courts for the 
purpose of. semng civil processi 
and iby the . governor for the l)Urpose 
of military law. He shall study the 
opera.tiims of the city government and 

1 
l 
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shall report to the council any ~glect, 
dereliction of duty, or w11ste ori . the 
part, .of any officer or department of 
t;.he city. In time of :public danger or 
etnel·gency he may; with the cimsent 
of . tl1e council,· take co~and. o:f the 
police, maintain order, and . elli:o_rce 
the law. In the event of a, vacancy in 
the office of the mayor,· whether by 
death, 1·esigJ:1ation, or any other cause, 
the · council sh!lll order .a special elec­
tion to fill· the vaiiancy .fo1,• the: unex­
pired term, but in the case 0£ a l'ecall, 
the vacancy shall be :.tnledi,:i. the man­
ner p:rovidecl jn this Charter. And 
:provided fu1-ther, that in case.of res­
ignation, death, .. or removal. from the 
city. by the .mayor within six months 
from the expitation of his tenn oi oi.,. 
:fi.ce1 then and in such ca.se the presi­
dent p;r.o te.mpore 0£ the council $hall 
serve out .and,• fill.the ime:xpired .term 
.of the office of .. mayor, . In case of 
a tie vote on the council, the . mayor 

. shall ha,ve the decidin,ir vote .. ·. ·. 
Section 17,-VE'l'O POWER: All 

ordinances and resolutions· gh;µl, ·be~ 
fore they -t~ke. effect, be presented··to 
the mayor, and jf he app1·ove .thereof, 
he shall sign the samei and sucli as he 

· shall not sign, he: shP:Ilcretu:rn. ti>·. the 
city council with his objections there:. · 
to,· by depositing with: the city cle:rk, 
to be presented to the city coi.mcil at 
their next regular meeting thereaftel'; 
4nd upon the return of arty resolution 

· or ordin!l-nce 1by the mayor, the vote by 
which· the .same was passed. may. be 
l'econsidered, and if afte1· such recon­
sideration, the city council shall pass 
the same by ivV'ote of fou1:-:fifths of 
the member$ elected, it shall have the 
same force and effect as Jf approved 
by the mayor; and in .. such case the 
vote shall be by ayes and nayes, which 
shall be entered in the records, If any 
otdinance or re.solution shall not be re~ 
tu1-ned by the mayor witbin :five days 
($unday excepted) after. it shall have 
been presented to him, the same shall 
have the . same effect as if approved 
by hun~ 

Section 18,-SALAR!ES: The mem­
bers of the council shall serve without 
compensation; except that when meet-

4 
ing as a board of equa1iza,tion they 
shall recei\l'e fifty ~ents per hour for 
the actual time spent in their work, 
provided, however, that the· council 
may, by a four-fifths vote create a con­
tingent fund to cover the actual ex­
penses incurred by the mayor or coun­
cil in the performance of theh- official 
duties. 

Secth>n 19.~lNVESTIGATIONS OF 
CITY .AFFAIES:. The council or 
either of them, and an,y officer or offi­
cers. formally authorized by them ot 
eithei: of themr shall have power to 
make investigations into the city's af­
fairs, to subpcena witnesses, adminis­
ter oaths, and compel the production 

. of. books and papers. The council may 
at any time provide . for the examina­
tion or audJt of the accounts of any 
of:(icer or department .of the city. 

---o-
CHAPTER3. 

PROCEDURE OF COUNCIL. 
Section 20,-C OUN GIL MEET:. 

INGS: On: the first Monday after the 
. second Tuesday in March, · 1924, a11d 

.annually ,thereafter, following the reg~ 
ular municipal election, the council 
~hall meet at the usual place and time 
tor the · holding of council meetings. 
At this time the newly elected mem­
bers shall assume their duties. There .. 
after the council .shall meet at such 
times as may lie presc:ribed by ordi­
nance or :resolution, except that they 
shall meet not less than. once each 
month. The mayor, or any t1u·ee mem­
bers. of the council, may call special 
meetings of the council upon reason­
aple notice given to each meml!er of 
the council,· · Such notice shall be de .. 
Hve1·ed personally to each lllember of 
the council or shall be left with some 
responsible person at the :member's 
usual place of abode, residence, or 
place of ,business. All meetings ofthe 
council i;haU be public, and any citizen 
shall have access · to the minutes and 
records thereof at all reasonable times. 

Section 21.-CITY OLERK.~ The 
council shall choose the city elerk to 
act as secretary of the council, and 
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such other officers and employes as 
may be necessary to serve at its :¥Ueet­
ings. The . city derk shall keel? such• 
records and penoun such . du:ties as 
may be reqqired by this charter or by 
vote of the -council. Tlie council. may 
'designate any -official· or employe, 01• 
any member of the council to act as 

• city derk pro tem.pore1 in. the absence 
of the city ele;rk. 

Section 22.-R UL El S. OF PRO­
CEPUREl AN]) QT,JORUI\1I The coun­
cil shall determine its owu. rules and 
order of business, and shall keep .a 
journal of its proceedings, A ma­
jority of a.11 :membe:rs elected shall 
c1mstitute a quoXllin to do business, but 
a lel:!s number, may adjourn from time 
to time. ~he council shall provide by 
resolution 13.' roeans by whi<;ih a minori­
ty xnay conipel. the attendance of ab­
sent meµibei·s. · · 

5 

Section 23.-C>~DINANCES, RESO­
LU'.l'ION$ AND MOTIONS; ·E:,-cept. 
as in· this Cha:r:ter othenvlse provid~d, 
alL legislation · and ~l . ,appropriatfons 
of money shall be .hY ordinance,. save 
where an obligation has. been incurred 
by ordinance, payment thereof 1nay be 

· ilrdere11' by , resolution~ J:f the -2.mount 
exceeds the sum of five hundred dol- ·· 
l~rs, or by ordinary motion i£ the 
amount invo1ved is less than that sum, 
.and .save ilso that lice11ses · may be 
granted, prope1,ty acquired :for public 
use, · and local· imp:i:oven1ents · 01:deredt 
by :resolution. Every :final vote upon 
all ordinances, resoltitioris al;ld mo-: 
·tions; and upon all 1,1.mendments tliere­
to, .shall b~ by ayes and nayes and the 

. vote of .each membet· shall be l'ecorded 
in the minutes. The votes of at least 
thl.'ee member$ .shall be required for 
the passage of all ordinances; resolu­
tions and motions, except as otherwise 
ptovided · in this Charter. 

Section 24.-PROCEDURE ON OR~ . 
DlNANOES: The enacting clause of 
all ordinances passed by the council 
shall be in the words, "The City of 
Springfield, Minnesota, does ordain." 
Every ordinance shall . be presented in 
wiiting. Ev.ery -Ordinance other than 
eme:rgency ordinances, shall have two 

public l'e~dings in full, and at least 
three days shall · elapse between the 
:first and second readings thereof. Ev­
ery ordinance appropriating money in 
excess of :five hundred dollars, and 
every ordinance and resolution author­
izing the making of. any contract in­
volving a liability on the part of the 
city. in excess of :five hundred · dollars, 
shall remain on file in .the office of 
the city :clerk· at least one week, and 
shall be published at least once in the 
official newspaper of the city or post­
ed on .official bulletin hoards in the 
manner provided by this Charte1•, be~ 
fo1·e its final • passa_ge, except in the 
case· of emergency ordinances or reso­
luti!>ns,. 

Section 25.-EMERGENCY ORDX­
NAN-OES AND RESOLUTIONS: An 
emergency ordinance 01• · resolutiol'l is 
an ordinance· or resolution for the im­
mediate. presel'V'ation . of the public 
peace, h~alth or safety, in· which the 
emergency is d,efined .or declared in a 
preamble . thereto, separately . voted 
upo:ri, a'9,d agreed to by at least thl•ee 
members of the council, as recorded by 
ayes and nayes. An emergency ordi­
nance o-r resolution must be · in writ­
ing hut.may be enacted witho!lt prev~ 
ious .filing or publication. No grant 
of any franchise shall be construed to 
he an emergency ordinance or :resolu-
tion. · 

Section .26.-P RO OED URE ON 
RESOLUTIONS: Every resolution 
shall be );)resented in writing, and read 
jn full· before a vote is taken thereon 
unless the ;i:eading of a resolution. is 
dispensed with by unanimous consent. 

Section 21,--"SIGNING AND PUB~ 
LIGATION OF ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS: Every 01·dinance or 
resolution passed by the council shall 
be signed by the mayor or by · two 
eouncil members, and shall be · filed 
,vith the city.· clerk within two · days 
after its passage, and hy him. :record~ 
ed and preserved, Every ordinance 
must, and every resolution may, . be 
published at least once in the official 
newspaper of the city ,vithin fifteen 
.days after its passage by the council, 
or in lieu thereof may he posted on 

'. j 

; 
l 
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bulletin. 'bo.ards as :in this charter pro"'. to give security £or their good be~ 
vided, and shall be :reco1·(led in a hook havior and to keep the pence for a 
kept for that purpose, which reco:i:d ter.m. not exceeding six (6) month1;; 
shall be attested to :Py the <;ity dedq and in a sum not exceeding five hun-
provided that the publication of reso-. dred. dollars .($500.00). ·· , 

• lutions not involving the expenditu:re Section 31.-0FFENDERS PU'l' TO 
~ oj;m,o;ney may be-dispensed ,ii.th if so LABOR: The city council may also 

ordered 0:1 ~ ·council, - provide by ordinance that anyol,re 
Section 28,-WHE!if QRDIN.Al-l"CES convicted of an offense before a 

andii'.E!SQLlTTIO!ifS TAKE EFFECT: ·;justice of the peace or a municipal 
.Eme:i:geM:r. <>:rdln1;1.nees and ·resolu:- judge. of said city, subjecting ··such. 
tions, and ordinances and ;i:esofotions <>:ff enders to imprisonment under the 
malting the ~.nn:ual tax. levy, de- Charter and ordini;i.nces of said city, 
tenninmg; the annual budget, .and p:i:o- · may be kept. at hard labor in any 
viding :tor locid itnprovt!m1mts a.nd as- work houJ;e established or designated 
sess:rnents, shall take effect immediate~ for that purposeJ or in case of a. male 
ly upon their pasi;age, AU other ordi;. offender, .. m1;1,y · be kept at. hard labor 

·. rl1;1.nces and ;resolutiorts · enacted by the during the term•· of illlprisomnent in 
counc::U shall fake effect thirty days such wo11thouse or upon the streets, 
after the date of their passage, unless highways or public works, . or iniprpve­
a later date.is :fixed therein, in which n1ents. of said city, or both, and may 
~ve:nt they . shall take effect·. at such also provide by m:dinance, that any­
later date. Or.clinances and resolu-, one convicted o:f an offense be­
tions adopted by the ~ectors of the fore a justice of the peace or a mu­
city ,shall take -~ect at the time fixed nicipal judge, and committed upon 

. there.in; or, if 110 such time is desig- 110:n-paymerit o:f' the fine imposed, may 
. nated therefn, then fulmecliately upon be kept at hard labor in any workhouse 
the adoption·thereof. · Jn saicl city,, and in case of a male 

offender may be kept at hard · labor 
Section 29~...\.MENDMlil~T .AND either ;in such workhouse or upon the 

REPEAL OF O'.RDlNANCES AND public st-reets, highways, publie works 
~ESO:OTJ'l'l◊'.N'.Sf·' .J)fo_ .ordinance .or . or impt!:/Yelllents,. 01· upon a -pile of 
· iesoiution ·or section thereof' shall· be: · rocks or stoninYWhed iby said~city and 
amended or repealed by refei•ence t6 crushing or breaking the same1 until 
its. title alone, hut such am.ending and such person shall work out the amount 
repeallrig ordin!i-nce or resolution shall o.f such tine .at such rate of com­
contain verbatim the ordinance 01· .pensation as · the said justice of the. 
resolution or seetion thereof to be peace or munic:iipal judge, or the 
am.ended or 1·epealed1 together with city .council may by ordinartce pre~ 
the amended :f o:tm thereof in case of scribe, for a- time not exceeding .said 
amendtnent ' and. the amended or :re- committment, and the· city council 
pealing ordinance · or ;resolution shall shall have tb.e powei: to estab1ish1 by 
be published/ passed and acted upon ordinance or otherwii;e, all use:i;ul :rules 
as· other resolutions or ordinlinces are and regulations . :for the security of 
hetelnbefore provided f 01:, such persons thus employed, and to 

Section 30.-F r NE a AND PUN- p1·event their escape and secure prope1· 
ISHMENTS: Fines, penalties and discipline. 
punisbments hnpo:,ied by the city coun-
cil for breach 01.• Violation of any o;rdi­
nroiee, la:vr or regulation. of $aid1 city, 
may extend to a fine not eicc.eedin~ 
one hundred a dollars ($100,00)~. snd 
costs1 or nnprlsontnent not exceeding 
ninety (90) daysi or both1 and oil;end­
ers against the same may .he required 

-o-
CHAP'J,'ER 4. 

NOMINATIONS AND ll1LECTIONS. 
Section 32;-.THE REGULAR MU~ 

NICIP AL ELECTION: The regulM 
municipal election i;hall be held on the 
second Tuesday in March, 19241 and 
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annually thereafter at such. place or 
places as the -city council may de~ig­
nate;, At least fifteen, days , previous 
notice shall be given by the city clerk 
,of the time and place of holdin_g such 
election, and of the officers to .b'e ,elect• 
ed, :by posting a notice thereof in at 
lea~t :tto pubUC! places in. each wa~·d, 
in safd-city, and oypuolishlng a li,otice 
thereof a,t least once in the official 
newsp4per1 but failure' to, give such 
notice shall not imraUclate such elec-
tion. ' 

Seetfon , 33.-S PE Cl AL ,' ELEC­
TIONSi The eouncU may by 1·esolution 
order a special election, me, the _!;hne' of 
holding the same, , and provide all 
means for holding '1,uch special elec­
tion. , The procedure at such election 

' shall' conform to that he1·ein provided 
for othe1·, rm:tnicipal electicns, 

7 

.· Section .34.-JUDGES :and. CLERKS 
OF ELECTION: The. coundl · shall at 

· least ten (lays. before each municipal 
.. election appoint three quaUfied. voters 

of ea<lh election district to be judges 
of election the:i:ein, The judges of 
each election district shall .appoint two 

. qualified ·electots of the same .. district, 
oi: •a.s many . roote as · :may be author-· 
ized by the council, to serve as clerks 
of election. · · ·· .· · · · .. •· . · 

Section ·at-NOMINATIONS BY 
PETlTlON: The :mode of nomination 
of· all elective · officers provided for by 
this Chatter shall be by prptition. i'he 
name of any elector of the city shall 
be printed upon the ballot whenever 
a petition a;; hereinafter prescribed 
shall hive been filed in his behalf with 
the dty cle1•k, . Such petition shall 'he 
signed by. a ;nu:mbet of electo1•s of said 
city· equivalent to at least five per 
cent of the total number of votes cast 
at the last regula1· municipal election 
for that · office. The petition must, 
11owever, come from the wa1·d' which 
the candidate represents, hut the nom­
ination petition for the mayor, the 
counciltnan-at-fa:i:ge, treasure1• and 
other elective officials may be signed by 
electors of either or both wards.. No 
elector shall sign petitions for more 
candidates than the number of places 

to be filled at the election, and should 
he do so, hls signature shall be void 
as to the petition or petitions last 
filed. All nomination petitions shall 

· be in the hands of the city cle:i:k at 
least ten days before the election, and 
the same may have a declaration of 
the cant:lidates' prindples .attached. 
The cl~rk shall prepare the ballots in 
a manner to be provided by otdinance. 

Section 36,-NOlvIINATION PETI­
TIO:NS: The signatures to the nom­
ination petition . need not . all be ap­
pended to one paper, but to each sepa­
:i:ate paper there shall be attached an 
.affidavit of the circulator· the1·eof, 
stating .the number. o~ . signers !>f such 
pape:r and that each. signature ap­
pended thereto was made in his pres­
ence and i/3 . the gemiine signature of 
the person whose name it purp9rts to 
be.. ·. With each ,signature . shall be 
stated. th'0 place or . residence of the 
signer, giving the st:i:eet and number 
or other description sufficient to iden­
tify the same. • The:form of the nom­
ination petition shall :be substantially 
as follows: 

NOMINATION PETITION. 
We, the undersigned electors of the 

City of Spl'ingfield, Minnesota, hereby 
nominate C ; • •• • • •••• • •••• · •• • • •• .... , 

whose residence is. Springfield, Minne­
sota, for the office of.'".'.······-····· .. ·····•··• 
to be. voted for at the election to be 
held on the ........ day of .................... 19, .•. ; 
and we individually certify tMt we. 
are qualified electors and that we have 
not signed more nomination petitions 
of candidates for this office than there 
are persons to be elected thereto, 

Name: Street and .N'umber. 

1 .......................... . 

2 ....•.. _ •.•••..• ,. ........ . 

3 ............. ....... : ... . 

4, ........................ . 

6 ............... ~ .......... . 

........................... ,.. ...... ·-··· .. , being fi1•st 

I. ,.· 

J. 



,, 
__ , 

.·,,;. 

l 
I' 

J: 
1'' ·n 
,f 

duly: sworn, deposes and says that he 
is the circulator of tlteforegoing peti­
tion paper contaiI1.b1g .: .. , ... ,. signat-11res 
and t~t the signatures thereto ap­
pended were made in his presence and 
are the genuine signatures of the per­
sons who'se names tlrey purport to· be; 

Subscribed and sworn to· before me 
this ......•• _day. of ~ ........ : ......... -,., ...•... 19 •...• 

'.rhls petition, :if found insufficient 
by the city clerk, .shall be returned 
:forth~th to the ch-culator thereof fo1· 
correction. 

Section 31..,.,.-0A'.NVASS OF; :iilLEC­
tION t The council shall meet and 
canvass the election :retur.ns within 
five days after any regular or special 
·election, a.nd shall mall:e full declara­
tion 0£' the results as soon as pqssihle, 
and file a statement thereof with the 
cit;Y' clerk; . This statement shall · in­
clude! (a) the total number of good 
ballots cast; {'b) the toti:il nw:nber pf 
spoiled and defective ballots; (c) the 
vote. of. each candf date, with. ari. lndi-

. cation of those who were elected;. (d) 
a.: trua copy of the ballots 11sed; (e) 

· .. th!}..names.of :the.j~dges andderks of 
.ele-ction, and TfJ sucli cm1er imor,ma., 
tio11 as lllllY seem pertinent. The city 
clQrk shall forthwi.tli notify all pet­
SQns elected qf the fact. of their elec­
tion.· 

Section 38.-P RO CED URE AT 
ELECTIONS: 'l'he conduct o'I ·elec­
tions shall be regulated by ordinance, 
subject to the provisions of this Char­
ter and of the general laws of the 
State of Minnesota. 

-o-
CHAPTER 5. 

lNITIATlVE, REFEREN'DUM 
AND REC.ALL. 

Section 39.-POWJllRS RESERVED 
BY PEOPLJ11: The people of the city 
of Springfield, Mhmesota, reserve to 
themselves the·.pqwer,. in. accordance 
with the provisions of this cha1:ter, to 
initiate and adopt ordinances and reso-

. .,.. 

s 
lutions, to require measures passed by 
the council to be referred to the ele<:­
torate ;for approval or disapproval, and 
to recall. elected public officials. These 
powers sbal! be ·· called the . Initiative, 
the. ~eferendulri, and the Recall, re­
spectively. 

. S.eetion 40.~EXPENDITURES BY 
l>ETlTIONERS: No member 0£ any 
.initiative, referenuum, or recall com­
mittee, · Mr circulator. of a signature 
paper, and no signer of · any such pa­
per, or any other person, ~all accept 
or offer any rewal'd, pecuniary or 
otherwise, for serviceli! rendered in 
connection with the circulation there­
of, but this shall. not prevent the com­
mittee from incurring an e,qiense not 
to exceed twenty. dollars for legal ad­
vice, stationery, copying, printing .and 
notaries' fees. Arit violation of the 
provisions of this section shall eonsti-
tute a ~sdemeanor, . 

. Section 41 • ..,..;FUR'.CHER Rl'llGULA­
'I'IONS: The council !!!hall as soon as 
possible after the organization of the 
city government under thjs charter, 
provide by ordinance. such further 
regulations for the initiative1 referen­

. dum and recall, not inconsistent with 
this .charter,· as may be deemed neces­
sary. Such ordinance shall include the 
relevant provisions of this charter •. 

INITIATIVE; 

Section 42.,.._._;INlTIATION OF 
MEASUREiS: Any five electors may 

· form themselves into a committee for 
the initiation of any measure of public 
co11cern. Afte:r formulating their 
measure· they shaU file a verified copy 
thereof with the city clerk, together 
with their names and addresses as 
members of such committee, They 
shall also attach a verified copy of the 
proposed measure to each -0:f the sig­
nature papers herein described, to­
gether with their names and addresses 
.as sponsors therefor; 

Section 43,--'FORM OF PETITION 
A'.ND .OF SIGNATURE PAPERS: 
The petition :£or the adoption· of any 
measure shall consist of the measure, 
together with all the signature papers 
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and ·affidavits thereto attached. Such 
petition l'!hall not be complete unless 
signed by a number of voters equal to 
at least ten per c:ent of the total n~m­
ber of votes cast at the last prece~ng 
regula:r municipal .election. . .All ~he 
signatures need not be on one s1g .. 

. nature :paper; but the ,circulator of 
evecy such paper · .§hall ma'ke an affi­
davit that each signatu:i:e appended to 
the paper is the genuin~ signature of 
the ,person. whose name 1t purports to 
be. Each signature pape:r shall be m 
substantially the foll<iwing·form: 

Name: Address: 

5 ............................ . 

The undersigned electors, under-

9 

. standing the terms and nature of the 
measure, hereto attachedt petitic:>n the 
council for its adoption, or, in lieu 
thereof, for · its submission to the 

. electors of this' city for their approval. · 

lJ 

Name: Address: 

3 .• ,. ........ ,. ........ , ....• 

4••••~•••••'••••••-,•m•••• 

5 ........................... . 
At•the end of the list of signatures 

shall be appended the affidavit of the 
circulator mentioned ~hove; 

Section 44,.,......FILlNG OF PETITION 
AND ACTION THEREON~ All. the 
signature papers shall be filed .in the 
office .of the· city lllerk as one inst:r:u­
ment, Within five days after the filirig 
of the petition the city clei•k shall 
ascel'tain by examination the number 
of electo1'S whose signatures are ap­
pended thereto, and whether this num­
ber is at least ten per cent of the total 
number · of electors who cast their 
votes at the last preceding regulai• 

municipal election. If he finds the 
petition · insufficient, or irregular, he 
shall at once notify one or more o:f 
the committee •of sponsors of that 
fact, certifying the reasons for his 
finding. The committee shall then be 
given thi:t:ty days in which to file ad-

. ditional signature papers1 and to cor­
i:eet the petition in all other particu­
lars •. If at ;the el)d of that period the 
petition is found to be still insufficient 
or irregular, the clerk shall file· the 
same in his office and shall notify each 
member of the committee of that fact. 
The final. finclin_g of · the ins!lfficiency 
or irregularity of a petition shall not 
prejudice the filing of a new. petition 
:for the same purpose, nor shall it pre­
vent the council from referring· the 
measure· to . the electors at the next 
regular or any.•speci,al election. 

Section 45,-AC'JJON QF COUN­
CIL. ON PETITION: . Whenever the 
petition shall . be· found to be insuffi.: 
cient, the city <:}erk shaU so c:ertify to 
the. council at its next meeting, stating 
the number of petttionel's, and the 
percentage of the total .numbel' . of 
voters whlch they constitute1 and the 
council shall at once read the measure 
and refer it to an appropriate com• 
-mittee, .which. :mayc.be: a committee, of 
the whole. The committee or council 
shall thereupon· provide for public 
hearings upon the :measure, after the. 
holding o:f which the measure shall be 
finally acted upon by the cottncil not 
later than sixty-five days after the 
date upon which such measure was 
subm.itted · to the counllil by the city 
clerk. If the council shall fail to.pass 
the proposed measure, or shall pass 
it in a: form different from that set 
forth in the petition and unsatisfac­
tory to the petitioners, the proposed 
measure shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next regular municipal 
election. But in case the number of 
signers of said petition is equ~l . to at 
least fifteen per cent of the total num­
ber of voters v.otihg at -the last regu1ar 
municipal election, then the council 
shall call a special election upon the 
measure to be held not Jess than thirty 
nor more than forty-five days from 
such date, unless a regular election is 
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to occu1· within three months, in which 
case it may be $ubmitted at such .regu-
1!\l:' municipal election. 1n case · the 
eouncil passes the proposed measure 
with amendments and at least four­
n:fths Qf. the committee of petitioneiis _ 
do not exp1•ess. their dissi.itiafaction 
with sucn ::rnea~re in amended fo1.-m 
by a certificate filed with·the. city clerk 
within ten_ days· from. the· passage 
thereof by the council, then the meas,. 
ure need not be submitted to the 
electors •. 

which objection has been 1-aised·by·the 
petitioners, or by aye or naye vote 1·e­
af:tirm its adherence to the measure as 
passed. !n the latter case the · council 
shall immediately order an election to 
be • held thereon, pending which. the 
ordinance or resolution shall. remain 
suspended, . If a majority of the voters 

· voting ' thereon are opposed to the -
measure; it shall not. become eftective; 
but if a majority of the voters voting 
thereon favor the measure, it shall go 
into effect immediately or on the date· 

Section 46,~lNlTIATIVEJ PF BAL- therein specified. 
LOTS: Th~ ballots ·used. when· voting Section 49.-REFERENDU:M: PETI­
upon any sw* proposed measure shall TlONS: The requirements laid down 
state th¢ substance tHereof, · and shall in sections· 42 and · 43 above as to the 
gj..ve the voter the opportuzrlcy to v9te · formation of committees for the initia'.' 
either ";t:01• the measure," or tta,gainst. tfon of measures and as to th~ form of 

• the meas1,1r~.u _ tr a; majority of the petitions and signature papers shall 
elei!tors. vQting on any $Uch measure apply to the referendum . as far as 
shall VQte :in favor thereof; it ·shall . possible, but with stleh verbal changes 
thereupon become a.n ord,ina.n.ce -or as 1n!!-Y be necessary. A referendum 
resolutiou of the city, :;ts. the case tn!!-Y petition $ha.11 read as follows: 
be. An-y number of proposed :measures, REFERENDUM PETITION 
may. bevoted upon: at the same elec- proposin_g the repeal of an Qrdinance, 
ti<in, but iit case there .. shall be more or l'esolution as the case may be, stat­
than one, the voter shalLbe allowed ing the purpose of the measure, a 
to. vote fo: or against e8:ch separately. copy of which ordinance, or l'esolution 

Section 47.--.:.I N r T lA T 1 o :rs- OF is hereto attached. The proposed re­
C:S:ARTER AMENDMENTS: Nothing :peal is sponsored by the following 
iii. this chai'.ter contained s1ta1Lbe eon► __ committee of electors! 
strued. as In any way a1iecting the - - Name: 
right of the efoctors i;inder tlie .consti~ 1 ..... ,... . . .. , .. "' .... 
tution and.. the $tatutes of Minnesota 
to propose alliendments to this char- 2··--···--··· ...... ········ 
tel\. . . · 3 ........... ~ ............... _-

. :a.EFERE:NDUM. 4 .................. , ...... .. 

Address: 

Section 48,--'-THE REFERENDUM: 5' ······--·············•· 
If prior to. the date when an ordinance The undei:si_g:ned petitioners under­
or resolution. takes eftect, a . petition stanclli1g the nature of the measure 
signed by qualified electors of the city, hereto ~ttached, and believing it to be 
equal ih number to :fifteen per cent of detrimental to the welfa1·e of the city, 
the total votes cast a:t the last regular petition the council :for its submission 
municipal election be filed with the to a vote of the electors for their ap­
city cle1·k requesting that any such proval or disapproval: 
measute, or any part thereof, be re,. Name: Address: 
:pealed or be submitted to a vote of 1.. ......... --·····•-· .. -• ......... -,. .. , ............. . 
the electors, . the said . measure shall 
tl1ereby. be prevented :from going into 2 ·-- · · _,.. ........ ,·-··· 
operation. The council shall thereupon 3 .................... ,-~··· .. 
reconsider the said measure at its next 
regu1ar meetfog1 and either te_peal the 4 ...... ., ....... - .......... . 
same, or repeal the sections thereof to 5.... ................ . 



Section 50,.;_REF:IDRENDUM BAL­
LO'rS; The ballots usl;ld in arty refer­
endum election shall conform to the 
rules laid down iJl se!)tion 46 of this 
cliarw:ir for initiative ballots. 

ltECAl:,L. 
Section 51 • ....,..THE RECALL: A:riy 

five electors :may :form the:trtselves into 
· · a committee ;for the pwpose of .btmg­

ing about the recall of .any electe~ ~fft~ 
cer of the city1 except :municipal 
judges, The coimnittee shall certify 
to the city cle:d~ the natne of the offi­
cer whose removal ill sought, stating 
the grounds for removal hi not more 
than tvro hundred fifty words and their 
intention to bring about 1tls recall. A 

. copy. of thfa certificate shall be at­
tached to each aigna.tiire pape~ and p.1> 
signature. papers shall be put into c1r­
culati1m previous to su,ch certification. 

· When a councilntan is to he recalled 
througb a petition, t'!ie petitio:1 must 
.cqme·from the ward .from. which the 
councilman · represents the electorate. 
If the mayor, treasul'er, or council­
man-at,lai<ge is to be . recalled, then 
the signerl:l . on the . petition may· be 
:from one ward, or both wards, of the 
city, • 

. S~tion 5z,_:.:a,ECALl, PETITION; 
The recaU petition for any official, ex~ 

C ci~pt~ munieipiil judges, sha1l consist -Of 
a certificate identical with that. filed 
with the city <ilerk together with all 
the . signature · papers · and affidavits 
tne1·eto :1ttached, All the signatures 
11eec1 not be . on one signature paJ.Jer, 
but tlie circulator of every. such paper 
shall 'make an affidavit that each sig­
nature appended to the paper is the 
genuine signature of the person whose 
name it purp9:rts to be. Each signature 
paper shall be in substantially the fol~ 

. lowing fo;rm: 

REOALL 
11ropo,sing the recall of .. , ..................... .. 
:trol'.)'.J: his office, as .. ~ ................................ . 
which recall is sought for the reasons 
set forth in the attached ce1tificate. 
This movemept is sponso1·ed by the 
following t:ommittee of electors: 

l) 

- --

11 

Name: Address: 
1 ........................... . 

2· ...................... . 

3 ......................... . 

4 ......................... .. 

5 .. ,., •••••••.....•.•...• 

The undersigned · electors, under'­
standing the nature of the charges 
against the officer herein soug1it to be 
recalledt desh'e the holding of a recall 
election :fol' that purpose! 

· Name: Address: 
1............................ ••. ···--·-······· ........... . 
2 ............. ••••••;• ••••• ••••••••••u••••••u••"•••••• 

8........................... • ......................... .. 

5 ............ ~ ......... ~····•·""•'".;...... . ...... -_ ...................................... . 
· At 'the end of the list of signatures 
shall · be .appended the affidavit of the 
cil:ctilator mentioned above. 

Section 511, ..... F IL IN G OF PETI.:. 
TION; Within thirty days after the 
filing of :the. 01·iginal ce1tificate, the 
committee shall file the completed 
petition in the office of the city clerk. 
The city clerk shall e:xamine the same 
within the next five days. and if he 
iulds it il're~ular in :i,ny w~y, or finds 
thatthe numbe~ of s1gners1s less than 
twenty-five per cent of the total num­
ber of electol's who cast their votes at 
the la13t preceding regular munici:Qal 
election for that purticula:r office, he 
shall so. notify one or mo:te members 
of the comniittee, The committee shall 
then be given ten days iri which to file 
additional signature paperl:l and to 
correct the ].)etition in all other re­
spects but they may not change the 
statement of the grounds upon which 
the recall is sought. If at the end of 
that time the city clerk finds the peti­
tion still insufficient, or irregular; he 
• shall notify all the members of the 
committee to that effect and shall file 
the petition in his office. No further 
action. shall be taken· thereon. 

Section 5.4.-RECALL PETITION: 
If the :petition or amended petition be 
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found sufficient, the city clerk shall 
transmit j.t to the council without de­
lay, and shll.11 also·officially notify the 
person sought to be recalled of the 
sufficiency of the petition, and of the 
pending action. The council shall at 
its next meeting, by :m.otion1 provide 
for the holding of a special recall elec­
tion not less than thirty nor more than 
foi-ty-five day,s thereafter, provided 
that jf any other municipal election is 
to <1ccur within sixty days after .such 
meeting, the council may in its . dis­
cretion provide for the holding of the 
recall election .at that time. 

Section 55.-:--PEOCEPURE AT RE-­
GALL ELECTION:. In the published 
call for the election; whether posted 
on bu1letin boards or printed in 
the official papel', there shall be 

· given the statement of the grounds 
for the teca.11, and also, fa not more 
than five hundred wo:r:ds, the answer 
of the officer· concerned in justifica­
tion of his c()urse of conduct in office. 
Candidates to succeed the <>fficer to 
be recalled shall be nominated in the 
usual way, and the election shall be 
conducte,:I as far a$ possible, in ac-

. co1•dance with the usual procedu:r:e in 
municipal election..s. . · 

Section 56.-FORM ()F' EEOALL 
:BALLOT: Unless the officer-whose re­
moval is· so1.1ght Shan· have resigned 
:Within ten days after the receipt by 
the coimdl of the completed recall 
petition, the :form· o;f the ballot at such 
election .shall be, as near as may be: 

. •fShaU A .be recalled 1" the name o:f 
the officer whose recall is sought be­
ing inserted in place of · A, and the 
electoi·i, $h?.ll ... b~ permitted to .vote 

, separately ".yes" or "no '' upon this 
question. ~he ballot sh~II also con­
tain tne names of the candidates to be 
voted upon tQ fill the Vl:\cancy, in case 
the recall is fmccessful, 1.1nder the cap­
tion: "Candidates to fill the place of 
A, if recalled.'' But. the o;fficer whose 
recaltis sought shall not himself be a 
candidate upon such ballot. In case 
a majority of those voting for and 
against the recall o:f any official shall 
vote in favor -0f recalling such official, 
he shall be thereby removed from of~ 

flee, and jn that event the candidate 
who receives the hlghst number of 
votes for his plaec shall be elected 
thereto for the remainder of the un­
expired term. If the officer sought to 
be recalled shall have. resigned within 
ten days after the l'eceipt by the coun­
cil of the completed re<Jall petition, the 
:form of ballot at· the election sliall be 
the same, as nearly as may be, as the 
form in use at the regular municipal 
election. 

Section 57. - NOT APPLICABLE 
TO MUNICIPAL JUDGES: This 
chapter shall in. no way apply to mu­
nicipal or special municipal judges. 

-o-
CHAPTER6, 

ADMINISTRATION OF CITY 
AFFAIRS: 

Section 58.-COUNCIL ADMINIS­
TRATION: The entire management 
and administi·ation of the city affairs, 
including all executive and administra­
thre powers, authority and duties, ex­
cept such executive authority as may 

· be by this charter vested in the mayor 
as the chief executive of the city, shall 
be vested in the city council. 

Section 59. - DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION! The council 
may create su<:h · departments, divi­
sions and bureaus for. the · administra­
tion. of the city's affairs as may seem 
necessary and from time to time alter 
the powers . and 01·ganization of the 
same. It shall in conjunction with the 
city mayor, prepare a complete admin­
istration· code for the city, and enact 
the same in. the form of an ordinance, 
which may be amended fro11t time to­
time · by 01•dinance. 

Section 60.-SUBORDINATE OFFI­
CERS: There ·shall be such subordinate 
officers as the council may create by 
ordinance. The city clerk shall be 
subject to the direction of tlie city 
CO'!lllcil and shall hav¢ such duties ih 
connection with the keeping of the 
public records, the custody and dis­
bursement of public :funds, and · the 
general administration of the city's 
affairs as shall be ordained by · the. 
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council. · He m.ay be designated to act 
as secretary of the council. . The coun­
cil may by ordinance abolish offices 
which have been created by ordina11.ce, 
and it may combine various offices as 
it may deem fit, and whieh are llot in­
compatible under the laws of· this 
state. · 

Section 61. -PURCHASES AND 
CONTRACTS; All the purchases on· 
the behalf Of the city shall be made, 
and all C0lltracts let, by the city cou.n­
cil. All such collhacts; bonds, and 

•instruments of every· kind•.·to which 
the eity shaU be a . party shall be 
signed . by the· mayor and .. counter­
signed by the city olerk on behalf of 
the dt}", arid $hall be executed iii the 
name of the city~ 

Sectfon. 62.-'-CONTRACTS (HOW 
LET) t In all cases of work to be done 
by contract, or of the purcbase of 
property • of · .any' kind, when the 
am:ount iniiolved is :more than . five 
hundred dolla:rs, .1111less the council, by 
an emergency resolution shall provide. 
otherwise, it sMll advertise for bicls 
in the official· paper of. the cify; . Con.:· 
tra,cts 13hl!ll . be let to the lowest relia­
ble and resptm.sible bidder~ pi•ovided, 
however1· the .counoil .may .reject any 
o:r all bids. Nothing contained 1n this 
section .shall prevent· the council from 
contr~cting by a four'-.fifths vote for 
the. doing of work with· patented. pro­
cesses; ore £tom purchasing patented 
appliances by the same majorltY;, The 

•· ·~ council- shall regµla.tec the . ma!(lllg of_ 
,bids and letting of contracts by ordi­
nance. 

·-· -o.-,-· 
ClIAPTER 7. 

'I'AXATION AND FINANCE. 
Section 63;-COUNCIL TO . CON­

TROL FlNANCESi The council shall 
have full authority over the financial 
affairs, of the city, and ~hall provide 
fo:r the collection of all revenuea and 
otbe:r assets, the auditing and setl;le­
ment of. accounts, and the safekeeping 
and disbursements of public moneys, 
and in the exercise· of a sound discre­
tion shall make appropriations for the 
payment of a,II liahilities and expenses:. 

Ii} 

Section 64,-FISCAL YEAR: The 
fiscal year of the city of Springtleld 
shall end on the first day of March in 
each year. 

Section 65,-,-SYSTEM OF TAXA­
'fION: Subject to the state eonstitu­
tion, and except as forbidden by it or 
by• state legislation, the council shall 
have :full power to provide by ordi­
nance for a system of local taxation 
and change the same from time to 
time. Insofar as the city procures a 
l'evenµe from taxes upon real estate 
and personal property as s:uch, · it shall · · 
conform a,s fully a.s possible to the 
general law of the state as to the 
assessment of such prope1iy and the 
colleetion of such taxes. 

Section 66, ....... BO.A.RD OF ElQUALI,. 
ZATION:. The council shall consti~ 
tute a board of equalization and shall 
me.et as such 1n the usual place for 
holding of coµncil meetings on the last 
Monday.in June, annuaUy,_to equaljze 
the· assessments according to· Jaw. 

Section 67'.~PREPARATION OF 
THE .A.NNUA[, BUDGET~ . The oity 
<:lerk .shall prepare the estimates fot 
the annual budget and submit to the 
council for approval. The estimates 
of expencUtures •Shau· he an .. anged fo1• 
each department. or division of the city 
under the following heads: . (1) oi·di­
na,ry expense.s (for operation; main­
tenance and repairs); and (2) ca:Pital 
outlays (;£ or new construction, new 
equipment;. and all lm.Pro:ven1.ents of a ' 
lasting c1iaraeterj; ·ordfnary expenses · 
shall be subdivided into (a) Salal'.ies, 
with a list of all salaried officers and 
the miinber of persons holding each; 
(b) Wages; (e) Printing, advetiising, 
teleph9ne, telegi•aph, e:xpresi,. and 
freight charges, and other ljke items; 
(d) Supplies and repairs, w.ith stlffi­
cient detail to be· readily understood; 
and (e) an amount to be levied for the 
maintenance of a municipal band and 
municipal band concerts. All in­
creases and decrease.s shall be ()}early 
shown, In pa:rallel .columns shaU be 
added the amounts granted and the 
ru;nounts expended under similar 
heads :for the past two completed fiscal 



.,.,. - --.......-

14 
years, as :far as possible; :f<>r the eur­
rent year. In addition to .the. esti­
mates ·o:f expenditures, the estimate 
shaU include a stat~ment of the 1·ev­
enues which have acc:ruedfor the·past 
tw.o completed fiscal years, with . the 
amount$ cQll~cted and the 11Iicol1eeted, 
balances, together with the .same in~ 
fo:rmatfon, as far as possible, for the 
current Jiscal. year, and an estimate of 
the tevenues :for. the ensuing fil~eal 
yeal'. The statement. o:f :rev.enues for 
each year shall .specify the following 
items: . Sums derived from (a). taxa­
tion, (b) fines; (c) fees, (d) interest, 
.(e) miscellaneous not included in the 
foregoing;. (f) ~;-ales and .rentals, (g) 
operation. of pubUc utilities, (h) !ipe­
cial assessments, a:nd (i)·sales of bonds 
and other obligation1:1. . Such estimates 
shall be printed or typewritten, a:jld 
theri:3> shall be. at: least twelve copies, 
one for each of the. councilmen, one 
fo): the· city clerk, . one for the .city 
mayo1·,. one ior the city treasurer, and 
one copy t«> be submitted to tM council 
at its first regular meeting in :August 
of ejlch. year~ · 

Section 68.-LEVY :FOR Ml1N'ICI­
PAL RAND :AND MUNICIPAL 
'BAND-G€tNGER.TS:, .. !!)he. city coµn­
eil may by ,1. maj.ority vote levy not. to. 
e::cceed a two-mill tax on the: assessed 
valuatfon o:f the ta:icable property of 
the city :for the maintenance of a mu­
ni,cipal band and the giving of public 
band concert1:1 within the city linii'.ts. 

Section 69,-l'ASSAGE OF THE 
BUDGET~ The budget shall be the 
principal item of business at the first 
regiilar meeting of the cou:nc11 in 
August· of each year,. and the council 
shall hold adjourned meetings from 
time to time until all the estimates 
nave been considered. The meetings 
shall be so conducted as to give in­
terested ,citizens a reasonable amount 
of time in which to be heard; and an 
opportunity to ask such questions as 
may . seem pertinent to them. The 
budget estimates snall be read fa iu1l, 
and the city clerk shall explain t11e 
various items thereof as fu1ly as may 
be deemed necessary by the .council. 
The annual budget finally agreed upon 

shall be a resolution setting forth in 
detail the complete financial project of 
the city for the ensuing fiscal year. 
lt shall indicate the sums to be xaised 
and from what sour<:cs, and the sums 
to be spent and fol• what purposes, ac­
cording . w the plan. indicated. The 
total sum appro}>riated aha11 be less· 
than the total estimated :revenue by a 
safe margin. The council. shall adopt 
the budget resolution not later than 
the first day of October in each year, 

· Section 70.~])NFORCEMEN'l' OF 
BUDGET: It shaU be the duty of 
the city clerlt· to enforce strictly .the 
prov:isions of the budget. }le shall not 
approve any order upon the city treas­
urer for any expenditure unless .an ap­
propriation has been made in. the 
budget,. nor for an expen!liture covered 
by' the budget unless there is a suffi­
cient unexpended balance left aftex de­
ducting the total past expenditures 
and the sum of all outstjlnding orders 
and encumbrances, No officer 01• em­
ploye of the city shall place any orders 
or make any purchase except :for the 
purpose and to the amounts author­
ized in the budget. Any obUgations 
incurred by any person In the employ 
of t11e city for any purpose not author'." 
izc.d in :the budget, or for any .anioµ;it 
in excess of the amount fr,.ereTo: · 
authorized, shall be perso11ally liable 
therefor. 

Section 71.-ALTER.A.TIONS IN 
THE BUDGET: After the budget 
shall have been . duly adopted; the 
council shall not have power to in­
crease the amounts therein . fixed 
whether by ihe insertion of new items, 
01· othel'wise, beyond · the estimated 
1·evenues, unless . the actual receipts 
shall . exceed such estimates, and in 
that event not beyond imch actual re­
ceipts. The sums fixed in the budget 
shall be and become appropriated at 
tlle beginning of the fiscal year fo1• the 
sev('lral purposes named therein, and 
no other. 'The -council may at any 
time, by a resolution passed by a four­
fifths vote, reduce· salaries· or the sums 
appropriated for any other purposei or 
authorize the transfer of sums from 
unexpended balances to other pur­
poses. 
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Section 72.-LEVY AND COLLEC­

tION OF TAXES: On or before the 
first day of October of each year the 
council ..shall levy by resolution the 
truces necessary tQ )rieet the :require­
ments Qf the budget for the ensuing fis~ 

· cal year. The city clerk shall transmit 
to the-<,:ountyauditor annually,notlater 
than tb:e tenth of October, a statement 
-0f an · the ta:x:es levied, . artd such taxes 

... shall be <iollected .. and-the i>arroent 
thei:eo:t e:nf orced with; and in like ma11-
ner as state and county tates.. 1',f o tax 
shall be invalid by reason of any in­
£ ormality in the 'llUUlne:t of levying 

. the $aine, :nor because the aino:qnt lev­
ied shall ~:,cceed the amourtt required 
to be raised :for the spi!eial purposes 
.for which the same is levied, but in 
that case the surplus shall go into the 
fund to whi<:h such t~ belongs. 
. Section 13, ...,;.. DISBUitSEMENTSi 
All cUsbursements ..shall be made only- · 
tIPlln 'the order of. the mayQr and city 
clerk· duly .authorized by a m◊tion or 
the eouncil, and every suc:h order shall 

· specuy the purpose for which the dis- · 
. bursement is made, and indicate. that 
it Ji; to be paid ciut of the Pr<!per fund. 
Each such · ordel' shall be directed to 
the city fu:easurel) and the ltitter shall 
pay t:{i..e same if there is sufficient 
money in that particular · fund with 
which to pay it. · It no money is in 
suclt.f'l:'I~~,. ·the. c,i~Y tJ:Jas..ur~r_.shalt.en~ 
dol'l!a same "Nof pa1a for want of 
funds" with date of such endorsement 
and such wm.'tant shaU draw legal 
:rate -0f interest .from date of such en­
do:i:sement,. 'l'he · ci:ty treasurer shall 
keep record of ..stt<ih endorseruents and 
pay such wan•ants. ils soon .as there is · 
money- in that part1cula1• fund, accord· 
inglY as they are :filed. The city treas­
urer ,shall mttke no payment out· of any 
fund -except upon Ol'ders issued by the 
city equncil and signed by the city may;; 
•or and <:ity clerk. Any order or resolu­
tion :for the payment of .money violat­
ing any provisions of trus section shall 
be . void1 and any officer of the city 
violating any proWsion · of this section 

· shall be personally tespomiible :for the 
amount of such payment, if any such 
payment is made contrary to the pro­
visions hereof. No contract 1•equiring 

Ii 

the paytnent of :money by the city 
shall be valid unless the 'particular 
fund out of which the same is · to be 
paid is specified in such contract. No 
claim against the city shall be allowed 
unless accompanied . by an itemizecl 
statemE!I).t and voucher s\vo1n to, pay• 
roll or time sheet signed by the re­
sponsible officer who has personal 
knowledge of the :facts in the case and 
voucMs for the correctness . and ..rE)a­
sonableness of .the claim. The council· 
may by ordlnance make further regu­
lations :for the safekeeping and dis­
bursement of th¢ city's fund. 

Section74,..-FUNDS (HOW KE:E>T)~ 
There shall be · :maintained in the city 
treasury the following funds, for the 
support of which the council may levy 
taxes: · 

(a) A~ sinking :fund for the pu1•-. 
chase, 01· payment, when due, of any 
b<>nds or any debt-.of the dty, and to 
l,.>ay the mterest 1,.m all bonds ana other 
obligations of the city. The counci! 
i,hall leYy an annual tax sufficient to 
meet.all obligations against this fund 
when due, unless otherwise provided 
for. 

(b) A public utility fund or '.funds 
foJ.• the acquisition, construction, ex~ 
tension, maintenance and operation of 
any public utility owned or operated 
by the cit;r, including the }lay:trtent of 
interest on any bonds or .other indebt­
edness which may be· a lien upon l!Uch 
utility. There shall be paid into this 
fund all moneys detived from the sale 
of such bonds is.Sued on account of any 
utility; and fo1• the Qperation of such 
utility, and from the sale of any prop­
erty. acquired for, or used in connec­
tion. with; any such . utility. There 
shall he paid out of this fund the costs 
of the purchase, construction, exten­
sion, operation, maintenance and re­
pair of such utility, including the in­
te:i:est upon all bonds 01· other indebt­
edness which may be a lien upon such 
utility .. Any. sui-plus in said fund may 
be used for the purchase of any bond$ 
or certificates of indebtedness upon 
their maturity. .Separate funds and 
accounts shall be kept for each utility 
operated separately, and in case two 
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or more utilities are opel'ated togethel', 
the :funds 2-nd account .shall be kept 
separate as fal' as practicable, 

c) A general fund £or the support 
of such other :funds and fo1• the pay• 
ment Qf such exepnses of tlle city as 

· the council may deelll; proper. Into 
this fund shall be paid all moneys not 

- herefn p1•ovided to be -pai.d into ::ucy 
other :fund. · 

(d) A. permanent impro.'/ement re­
v:oMng, fund, which shall pot he sup­
ported · by. general· . taxation.. There 
shall be paid into this fund moneys 
reeeived from special assessments lev­
ied f9r local im:prov~ments, Th.e coun­
cil may by resolution determme the 
ii.gg:i:egate amount of .the as$esstnents 
for local improvements which in its 
judgment shall be extended -for pay~ 
mi'mt, as is provided in th.e ~harter, 
The. cotiiicil .nm:v. order the issuance 
and sale of· bonds :rept"esenting such 
ag1rregate · sum1 which ·shall entitle ~he 
holder·. thereof to demancl and rece1ve 
:from the City 0£ Sprmgfield, upon the 
surrender•. of such bonds to the tt"eas~ 
uter on {)1' after the date • of paynient 
thereof1 .. the amount ,of money named 
therejn to he paid, With the r11-te. of 
interest stipulated to 'he :paid thereon 
to the due date tl1ereof and not after 

· such date.. . Su,cll pojlds llla:y be issued 
in .such amounts ana oecominl:u.e" <>ll 
~uch dates as the council . may de• 

· terntlne, suhjict to the provisions. of 
this. -Oharter. The proceeds of . the 
sale of .said · bonds. 1,hall be paid into 
the pewanent miptovement revolving 
fund, The council may, in its dis• 
c:retion, either sell said bonds direct to 
investors, ,or may contract for the sale 
of .all such bonds as may be issued 

. during any calendar year. · No sale of 
· such 1,onds, by contract, shall be made 

except after advertising for bids, at 
least one week prior to sale and such 
sale shall be made to the highest re• 
sponsible bidder. Bida ~ay be askeft 
on the basis of .a t·ate of interest speci­
tled in the proposals and on the net 
interest basis on which the bidder will 
pay par for the year. 

Section 75.-RECEIPT,$ TO GO TO 
CITY 'I'REAStJRER.~ All receipts of 
money belongint to the city, or any 

,branch the1·eof,. excepting only those 
funds collected by the coui~ty treas• 
urel', shall be paid in to the city treas­
urer by the person autho1ized to re­
ceive the i;am,e1 at the close ,of each 
business day. All such moneys, and 
also all moneys received upon tax 
settlements from the county treasurer; 
shall . be deposited as. soon as received 
in the bank o:r banks approved hy the 
city council, Such depository shall 
give sufficient bond, to be approved by 
the city council. 

Sectio~ 76.-A-OCOUiNTS AN'D RE­
PORTS: The city cle1·k shall be the 
chief accounting officer of the city and 
of every · branch thereof, and the 
coundl may :prescribe and enforce 
proper accounting methods, . forms, 
blanks, .and other devices consistent 
with the law, this Cha1·te1·1 and the 
ordinances in accord with it; He shall 
submit to the cbunclt a statement each 
month showing the amount of money 
1n the custody of the city treasurer, 
the status . of all. funds, the .a:mount 
spent 01• chargeable against each o:f 
the annual budget allowances and the 
balances left in each, and such other 
informatio11 relative to the iinances of 
the · city as the council may requi:re. 
Once. each yea1•, on or ·before the fifth 
day ◊f Mal'ch, the city clerk shall sub• 
mit a report- fo ·the· council .covering 
the entire financial operations of the 
city · £or the }last year. This report 
shall show tbe actual total receipts 
an:d actual total · expenditures, omit• 
ting duplications and statil;ig the cash 
balance at the beginning of the last 
fiscal year, and at the closei the total 
outlays for operation and maintenance, 
and the total capital outlays, the con• 
clition of eacll of the funds; the total 
receipts by sources and the total ex­
penditures by general J)urpose; . the 
total outstanding bonds a11d debts· of 
the city, when due, the amount of new 
bonds issued and the amount re­
deemed, the i·ate of interest of each; 
the condition o:f all the annual budget 
allowances; and an inventory of all 
the property owned ,by the city, and 
such further information as the coun­
cil and other city officia1s and tax• 
payers should have. 
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Section 77,-BO~DE)) DEBT AND 

DEBT LIMIT: No , bonds shall evel' 
be issued · to pay eurrent expenses 0l' 
to refund certificates of indebtedness 
issued to provide for temporary defi­
ciencies in the revenues to cover cur­
.rent expenses. The council :may by a 
four-filths vote submit for passage to 
the electors of said city, the issuance 
of any bonds for the purchase of :real 
estate, f◊i' new construeti,:m, for 11ew 
equipment; and fo1• all improvements 
of a lasting· chal'acter, including pub­
lic utilities .. · .The total h<.>nded.debt of 
the city shall nete:r exceed ten per 
ce:nt of. the. fast assessed valuation of 
the, taxable property there1n1including 
money.a and credits; but in computing 
the total bonded debt, ceitificates of in­
debtedness· i>r boni;ls fosued before· or 
aftEll' the acloption 0£ this Charter shall 
not be included or counted if (1) held 
in·a sinking fund maintained by such 
city; or (2) i.ssued for tlte .acquisition, 
equipment, purc}lase, constl"uctfon, 
:maintenance;. utension, enlargement, 
or 'im.pl'ovem.ent of ,street· l'ailways,. 

· telegraph . o:r telephone lines, witter, 
heat. and power. plants,· o:r either, or 
any other· public convenience. from 
which a :revenue jg or may -be del'ived, 
owned, and operated by such city; or 
the acquisition of property- needed in 
connection therewith, or for the con­
struction of public · drainage. ditches, 
or. the acquisition of lands for, or for 
the improvement of streets; parks, or 
public Jmprovements, to . the extent 
that they are payable :trom the pro­

. :ceeds nf'i1iS'essments levied upon prop­
erty especially benefitted by such im­
provements; or (3) issued for the ere-

.. l!tio'n or maintenance of a permanent 
improvement revolving fund; or (4) 
f~i-' the purpose of antidpating the col­
lection of geme1·al taxes for the year 
in whlch issued. · 

' . 
Section: 78,.,....,FORl\! AND REPAY~ 

MENT OF 13ONDS: All bonds issued 
by the city shall be in regular· ll'um~ 
bered series. As nearly as practicable, 
an equaLam. o.unt 9£ .each series. shall 
fall due each year. No bonds shall be 
issued to l'Un for a longer period than 

. the reasonable life. expectancy of the 
property 01· imp1·ovement for which the 

bonds are authorized, as .ascertained 
and set forth in the election authoriz­
ing such bonds, and in no case shall 
bonds be issued to run for longer than 
thirty years. The purpose for which 
bonds are authorized shall be set forth 
in the election authorizing them, and 
the proceeds from such ,bonds shall not 
be diverted to any other pu11>ose. It 
shall be the duty of the city clerk to 
include in hjs estimates each. year a 
sum or sums am.ply sufficient to pay 
the principal of, and the interest on, 
any bonds which ai•e to fall due in the 
coming fiscal year, and another sum 
suffi.cient to pay the interest for the 
same year on the bonds which will be 
still Olltstanding. It shall be the duty 
of the council, enforceable by man­
damus upon the suit of any bondholder 
or taxpayer, . to include such sum or 
sums as may :be necessary for .the pur­
pose in the annual budget which it 
passes. 

Section 79.-EMERGENCY DEBT 
CERTIFICATES: I£ in an:y year the 
receipts from truces .or other sources 
should from some · unforeseen cause 
become insufficient for the ordinary 
expenses of the city1 or jf any calamity 
or other public emergency should sub­
ject the city to the necessity of mak-

. mg extraordinary expenditures, then 
the council may. authorize the sale by 
the city treasurer of emergency debt 
certificates to :nm not to exceed one 
year and to bear interest at a rate not 
to exc(;led six per cent per ~n:num. _ A . 
iax-sufficlent to .. redeem .a11 such cer~ 
tificates at maturity .shall be levied as 
part of the budget of the . follo,ving 
year. The authorization· of an issue 

, of such emergency debt certificates 
shall take the ;form or an. ordinance 
approved by £our-fifths of the. mem~ 
bet's of the council; the ordinance 
may, if deemed necessary, be passed 
as an emetgency ordinance. 

---o-.-
CIIAPTERS. 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Section 80.-THE CITY PLAN: The 
city council shall, with the assistance 
of the city clerk, and, if desil'ed, of an 
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18 
advisory city plannin.g cQmnussion1 
prepare and adopt a complete plan for 
the future physical developtnenl: of the 
city. Such plan may be altered from 
time to time. It n1ay mclude provl• 
sions for zoning, for the platting and 
development of new· areas, for plan­
ning and location of public works of 
art,. ·. public buildings, parks, play­
ground!:!, br!dges, transportation lines 
and other public facilities, and for the 
laying out1 grading and improvement 
of streets and publii; places,. as well as 
for an other matters which may seem 
essentiaMo-such a plan. · · 

.. Section 81,-POWER. TO MAKE 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ·LEVY AS­
SESSMJilNTS: The City of Springfield 
shall have .the po.wel' to _make any and 
cNel'Y tYJ?e of public improven:ient not 
:i'orbidden by the. laws of this state, 
and to levy special assessments fo:r all 
such as are of focal character, '.rhe 
p,mounts assessed t9 benefitted prop­
erty tq pay for· local · improvements 
may equal the cost of the improve~ 
ment with.interest until paid; but sl1a1l 
in no case ex(!eed the. value of the 
benefits received· by such propetty. 

The . council .may, by a :four-filths 
vote .of all its members. order that the 
cost and expense ot all or any part of 
any improvement in thfa. chapter 
:mentioned,' ,shall be paid out of the 
appropdate fund or general fund of 
the city. without assessment •on the 

· property benefitted. 

" Se;:ti~n 82,""'"-l,OCA-L IMPitOVE­
MENT REGULATIONS~ After this 
Charter takes _e;ffect. local ·improve­
ments sh,all continue for the titn.e be­
ing to be made as far .as.possible ac.­
co:i:dfog to the · provisions and laws 
previously- · applicable thereto. As 
soon as possible, hC1wever1 the council 
sMll prepare and adopt a complete 
wdinantie covering every ty}?e of pub­
lic improvement, and when this ordi~ 
nance . take$ effect it shall supplant 
other provisions. of law upon the same 
subject. It• may · be amended from 
time to time .as other ordinances. It 
._sha11 classify public improvements 
into three g:roups, as follows: First, 
those which shall be constructed or 

provided entirely :from the general 
revenues of· the .city; second, those 
which shall be constrqcted, Ol' provid­
ed partly from general revenues and 
partly from special assessments; and 
thil'd, those which shall be constructed 
or provided entirely by special assess­
ments. The second class may be fur .. 
ther subdivided, The ordinance shall 
provide a complete working code, cov­
ering petitions of 1•esident property 
o,U1ers, the determination of assess­
ments, and the assessment districts, 
.J;>ublie hearings, appeals :from assess­
ments, and tne trial thereof, re-assessM 
ments, the spreading of the assess• 
:inent over a period Qf not to exceed 
ten years, the collection of assess­
ments along with other taxes or other­
rvise, penalties for delinquency in mak­
uig payments, and all other matters 
appropriate to the subject 9f local im­
provements and assessments. After 
the passage o;f such ordinance, all 
:resolutions providi11g :for pul;>lfo im­
provements shall cc:mform to the :regu­
lations laid down in.such ordinance. 

Section 83.-PUB LIO ·woRK$ 
.(H()W PERFORMED): Public works, 
including all local improvements, may 
be constructed, extended, repaired and 
maintained either directly oi· by-- day 
labor, or by contrac.t. . The city may 
require contractors :to give bonds for 
the protection of the city, the eni­
ployes and materfa.lmen. 

---o-
·CHAPTER9. 

I!J.l\flliENT '.DOlvIAlN. • 
Section 84.~POWER TO ACQUIRE 

PROPERTY: The City-- of' Springfield, 
is hereby empowered to .acquire, by 
purchase, gift, devise1 o:r condemna~ 
tion, any property, corporeal or in­
corporeal, either within or without its 
col·porate iboundaries, which may be 
needed by said city for any public use 
or purpose. · In addition to the power 
to acquire property for other public• . 
purposes, the city may. also acqufre, 
as · herein provided, any gas, water, 
heat, power, light, telephone, or other 
plant, or other public utility;. but no 
proceeding to acquire any such public · 
utility shall be consummated unless 
the city has the money in its.treasury 
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to pay for the same or has by vote of 
the people made provision for paying 
fol' the pl.'operty -proposed . to be so 
acquired, Easements for slopes, fills, 
sewer, buHding-l;ines1 poles, wires, 
pipes and· conduits for water, gas, 
heat and power may be acquired by 
gift, devise, purchase, or condemnation 
in the manner pl'Ovided by law, 

Section. 85.-PRO OEEDIN GIN 
TAK.ING PROPERTY! The necessity 
f-Or the taldng of any property by the. 
city shall be <letermined by the coun­
cil and shall be declared by a resolu-e 
tion which shall describe such p1·op~ 
erty as nearly as may be, and state 
the 1.1se to which it is to be devoted. 
The acquisition of such property may 
be accomplished by proeeedings at 
law, afl in taking land .for public use 
by right .of eminent do:main accordb:ig 
.to the laws of. this state, . except as 
otnerwise providecl in this chapter. 

Sectio:rt 86,'"""'.'P ,A YMENT OF 
AW ARD: Whenever .an . award of 
damage sJ1all be confu'.med in any pro­
ceeding for the talQllg . of pl'operty 
under this chapter, · or whenever the 

· court shall render final judgment in 
u.ny appeal from such award, and the 

· time for abandonin.g such proceedings 
by the city shall have expil'ed, the city 
shall be bound to, and shall, within 
sixty days · of such . final determina­
tion, pay the amount o:f the award with 
intetest there-0n at the rate o:f six per 
cent pe1• annum :from the· date of the 
confirtnation o:f the awa1·d ot judgment 
of the courl, as the case may bepmd 
if not so paid, judgment therefor may 
be had against the city. · · · 

Seetion 87,.=(:}I'I'Y :MA YABANl)ON · 
:PROCEEDINGS: . The . city may by 
1:esolution of the council at·any stage 
of the condemnation proceedings, or at 

·any.time within thirty days after any 
commissionel.'s appointed by the court 
hereunder shall have ftled their· report 
with the clerk of court, or in case of 
an appeal . to · the district or sitpreme 
eourt, at any time within thirty days 
after · ~nal dete:i;,mination thereof, 

. abandon such proceedings as to all 01· 
any parcel of the prope1i;y sought to 
be acquired and shaU pay all , costs 
thei-eof. · 

Secticu 88.-CITY l\XAY TAKE EN­
TIRE PL.ANT: In case the city shall 
condemn ".a public utility which is op~ 
etated at the time of the commence­
ment of the condemnation proceedings 
as one property 01· one system, it shall 
not be necessary in such condemnation 
proceedings or any of the proceedings 
of . the council, to describe 01• treat 
separately ~h~ different kinds of prop­
erty comp1·1sing such system, but .all 
the prqperty, lands1 articles, :fran­
chises and 1'ights which enter into and 
go to make up such system may, un~ 
Jess otherwise ordered by the court, be 
ti·eated .togethei- as constituting one 
property and an awa1·d for the whole 

. property in one lump sum may be. 
made by t11a commissioners on· con­
demnation or other body assessing the 
damages. Uut this shall not prevent 
the city; in cas.es where the plant and 
property. is separable into distinct 
parts, :from taldng only such part o:i;, 
parts there_gf as may be necessai-y in 
the public interests. 

-. -o-.-
CHAPTER 10, 

. . Section .. 89. - FRANCHISE$ DE­
FINED: ,The word "franchise" as 
used in· this chapter shall •be construed 
to mean any special pi-ivilege granted 
to any pei•s<>n, co-partnership, or cor­
poration, in, over, upon or under any 
of the stl'eets, · highways or public 
places of the city, whether such priv~ 
ilege has heretofoi'e been granted by 
it or by the State of Minnesota, or 
shall hereafter be granted by the city 
.or by the State of Minnesota. 

Section 9(1.~FRANOHISE ORDI­
. N.ANO]l}S! · The C(luncil may gr11nt 
francbises by ol'dinance adopted by a 
four-fifths vote, but in ;no case shall a 
franchise be granted by an emergency 
ordinance. Franchise rights shall 111~ 
ways be subject to the superior right 
of the public to the use 0£ streets and 
public .places . .All corpo1·ations, co.pa11;­
nersbips, or persons desiring to tnake 
an especially burdensome use of the 
street or public places inconsistent 
witl:, the public's right in such places, 
or desiring the privilege or placing, 
in, ovei-, upon, or unde1· any street or 
public place any 11ermanent or semi-
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permanent :fixtures for the purpose <>f tfon expenses and depre<:iatfon, a fair 
-0onstructing <>r <>_perating street or return upon all money honestly and 
other railwayi; or for telephoning, or efficiently invested in the plant and 
telegraphing1 or transmitting electri1;u- equipm.ent- used. by the c<>mpany in the 

- ty, · or tra~sporting by _pneumatic public service within_ the city. This 
tubes, ot for furnishing the city Qr its shall not be c<>nstrued as a guarantee 
inhabitants, 01· any portion thereof of a return and ;in no case shall there 
_ transportation facilitiei;, water., ligp.t, be any return upon franchise value. 
heat, power,- Of any other.public ut11i- Within these limits, the determination 
ty, or for any · other purpose, shall -be of the maximum price or rate to be 
required to obtain a tr~nc1tlse before charged by any company for service 
proceeding to_ maKe sucli use of the rendered to the city or to any person 
streets <>r public place:. or before prQ- or per;;;ons within the ~ity shall -be 
ceeding to place such fixtures in such made, if possible, by · direct negotia­
_places. - tions between the company and the 

.Se"t·1•0n 91,-PU_BLICA;..,ION OF copncil at JJUblic }learings, In case of 
- .,. - - ,.. failure t_ o_ reac_ h an_ ag· reeme_ nt bu- this 

FRANGJ:IISl!it Every ordinance grant- ~ 
ing or exten:.i;_ng any- fra_ nchise_ shall - method the council shall, not less than 

ll-! thirty days before the expiration of 
-contain; '21.U tM tepns .and conditions of any existing -rate schedule or agree• 
the franchise. A franchise shall be ment, app<>int the city c~erk or some 

•without_ any validity whatever until, it other -expert as its representative; the 
bas been accepted by. the grantE!e, and h 11 · t - until it has- been -gtven aden_ uate_ pub-__ c?Iilpany s -a_ - appom a repr¢senta-

b "' h " :f hi t1ve; and these .two shall by mutuiil 
llcity, by pu licat~on of t e· ranc -·se a1:rree_m_ ent appoiµt - a third pel'son, 
for four successive week& aftei! its ~ 

. passage,_ and -by posting o;f authentic preferably an expert in valmition and 
eopies of the franchise upon bulletin rate~making who shall together con:­
boards -in at leiist teil of the most pup- stitute a board of arbitration. This 
lie places in the city

1
five in each ward, board, shall report -its findings as soon 

for a period of thirty day1:1 -after its - as possible and the rate which it shall 
- N ,.-,. · h • - +n' d agree upon by a majority shall be the 

passage, -- OW1lng erein con .... me - legal_rat_e, sub_J'ect to the revi'sion by 
shall be construed as. ln any way pre-
venting the electors -from exe~iaing any court of competent jurisdiction, 
theh' powers under the referendum to· Schedule o:l!-rates thus :fixed shall be 
reject such francise. Wl llexible a_s may be, and shall in no 

-- 0 - --- •· - - ca!Se fix adefinite rate :for a period o:f 
Secti~it92....:.:eow:m1forf'REG'O'LA- more than :!i,ve-year_s. -The city and 

TION RESERVED; The city shall the company may, by mutual agree­
have the 1ight and power to regulate ment, revise e)tisting _ schedules of 
and contl;ol t:he -e:l{ercise by any corpo- rates at any time, proceeding in such 
i-ation, co-partnet~hip, Qt persons, of ,;iase as provided for the original fixing 
imy franchise, .howevei: aequired, and of·rates. -
-whether such francltise has been here- Section 94, -ARBITRATION OF 
tofore g1'anted by· it or by the State LAB- D --
o:f -_Minnesota,;_ or -.shall hereafter be - OR ISPUTES: If .any contro~ 
granted -"by itj or by . the state o:f verw, dispute, or disagreement- shall 
'.Minnesota. a.l'ise between any public service cor-

poration, co-partners1tip; 0l' person, 
_ Sectfon 93, - REGULATION OF operating in the city, and its employes, 
RATES AND CHARGES: AU col,'}lo- which, in the opinion of -the council 

, ratiops, co-partnerships, and persons interferes or threatens to interfere 
exercising franchises in the city shall with the service to which · the city or 
give courteous, efficient and adequate its inhabitants are entitled, the coun­
sel'Vice at reasonable rates. A rea- -Oil shall have the J_)ower to compel the 
.sonable rate shall be construed to be parties involved in the controversy to 
one which will, ,vith effi.cient manage- submit the_ same to a board of arbitra-

.-- ment, n()lmally yield, above all opera- tion under such procedure as may be 



1>rovidecl by Q:tdinance. The finding 
of such arbiti·al authority shall be ad­
visoty, unless the parties shall agree 
in adva:nce to make such findings 
mandatory. 

Section. 95,-COND!TIONS IN EV­
ERY. ltR.ANOl-IISE: Every :franchise 
which do!;ls not contain the prov.isions 
prescribed in this section shall be abso-
1'~1tely void and in-0apable of 1·atific11-
tion by .estoppel, or otherwise. Every 
iran~~se . shall contain the following• 
pro\1i.s10ns: · 

. (ll.) That the grantee shall be sub­
ject to and Will perform on its pai:t all 
the terms of. Sections 89 tQ 96, in­
clusive, as well.as.all othe1' pertinent 
prov1/lions of this Charter •. 

(b) That the grantee /!hall m no 
case claim 01•. pretend to exercise any 
power to. iix fares, rates, and cbarges; 
but such fares, rates, · and charges 
shall at all times be just, fair and rea­
sonable ior the services rendered, and 
shallJn all cMes be fixed and from 
time to time clianged in the manner 
provided in Section 93 -0£ this Charter; 

... · ( c) 'That the Council shall have the 
tight. to require :reasonable extensions 
of any public servjce syste111 from time 
to time, :and to. :make such :rules and 
1.'egulations . as may be require<} to 
secure .adequate a:iid prQper service 
l?oiilr-0?~~1ttiNr~iep,.t_llC~ODlJllO.da-. 

(d) That the grantee shalf not is­
sue any -capital stock on account of the 
fr~nchise Qr the value thereof1 and 
that the g1·antee shall have no right 
fo receive., upon COlldenmation pro­
ceedings ·brought by the city· t(I acqµire · 
the public utility · exercising such 
franchise, any · l'eturn on account of 
the :franchise or its '\'a.Tue. 

(e) That 110 sale 01• lease of said 
f:ranchise ,shall be. effective until the 
assignee or· lessee . shall have filed in 
the office of the city clerk an instru­
ment duly executed, 1·eciting the fact 
of such .sale or lease, accepting .the 
terms of tlie franchise,. and agreeing 
to perform aU the conditions required 
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of the grantee thereunder. The as­
signee 01· lessee shall also file a bond 
in such .sum and with such eonditions 
as the council may requfre, which 
b~nd shall. 1-un t~ the city as obligee, 
with aureties satisfactory to the coun­
cil, and ,shall obligate. the assignee or 
l~ss~! ~o ~ischarge all opligations and 
hab1ht1es imposed by said franchise. 

(f) That every part 1n said fran~ 
chlse. contained of permissiQn for the. 
erection orl)oles, masts, i:!r other fix­
turesin the stteets and for the attach­
~ent o;f wire.s jhereto, or. for the lay­
lll&' o;f tracks, 1n, or of p1pes, o:r con­
du1ts .. under the street;3 or public pla­
ces, or for the pl.icing in the streets 

. or J!Ublic places of any pe1manent. or 
semi-permanent . fixtu1·es whatsoever, 
shall be .subject to the conditions that 
th'!! council shall h~ve the power to re~ 
quire . .such. al~1·at~ons therein, or. :re­
l~ation or :i:e~routmg thereof, as the 
.council may at any. time. deem neces­
sary for the safety, health, or conven­
ience. of the public. and particularly 
that ;it sfo~ll have the power to require 
the removal of poles, masts and other 
fixtures bearing" Wires and the placing 
under ,ground -0f all wires for what- · 
soevet purpQses used. 

(g) Every :f1•anchise and every ex­
tension· pr renewal of such franchise, 
shall contain a provision for its ac~ 
e'-:,ptance in writing by the grantee 
witI..in tllitWda,ys after its passage oy · 
the council and before its submission 
to a vote of the people in c~se of a 
referendum, NQ such franchise shall 
·be binding UPQn the city until its ac. 
ceptance by- the &'!:'~tee, Such accept-­
ance shall be construed to be an ac­
ceptance of, and consent to, all the 
terms, conditions and limitations con­
tained . in the ordtnance granting the 
franchise, as well as of the provisions 
of this Charter. · · 

(h) In no case shall the council 
grant an exclusive il'am!hise for any 
purpose. · 

. The ;violation J:iy the holder of any 
franchise of any of the express provi­
sions p1·esclibed by this. section shall 
be suffieient cause for the :forfeiture 

,· 
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22 
of the francl1ise by a resolution of the 
council. 

Section 96,- FUR'rlIER PROVI­
SIONS OF FRANORISES: The 
enumel'atiori ·_ and specification of par­
ticular matters which must be includ­
ed fo every :franchise or ·renewal or 
extension, thereof, shall not be .con-

. stl'Ued :as impailing 'the xight- of the 
city- to insert in any such franchise or 
l'enewal or . extension thereof such 
other and further conditions and re­
stl'ictions as the . council may deem 
proper to protect the city's -intElrest, 
nor shall anything contained in this 
Chartei' Um.it any l'ight or power pos­
sessed. by· the city ovf;!r existing fran­
chises. 

. CBAPTER 11, 
'.PUBL-10 OWNlURSlUP AND 

·. Ol?ERATION OF 'IJTILITIES; 
Section 97,..-.ACQP!Sl'l'!ON AND 

OPERATION OF UTILITDUS: The 
-city shall have the power to acquire 
'public' utilities as provided· in Chapter 
9 of this Charter. The operation of all 
public utilities owned by the city- shall 
be unde.r the · supervision . of the city 
council. · · 

Section 98.-RAT.ElS AND FINAN-
0:ElSf-~'Tlie co-tmcll--sliall nave -· the­
power to fix all 1·ates and charges :for 
water, light, heat, and all other utili­
ties provided b.y plants . oWlled by the 
city, but such rates and charges shall 
be just and 1·easonable ... In Hke man­
ner: the eouncil may prescribe the time 
and :manner in which payments for ail 
such services , shall bE! made, and the 
n1anne:i.: in which water · and electric 
current shall be computed or meas­
:t,tre(l-, whether by meter, or flat 1•ate, 
and make such other regulations as 
may be necessai'Y, and prescribe pen­
alties for violations o;f such regula­
tions. 

Section 99;.....:PURCH.ASE IN BULK: 
The council may, in lieu Qf pl'Oviding 
for the local production of gas, elec­
tricity, watet, and .other utilities, pu,r­
chase the same in bulk, and resell them 
to local consumers at such rates as it 
may fix. · 

Section 100.-'-CITY TO PAY FOR 
SERVICES: The council shall make 
a 1·easonable charge,. based on the 
cost of serviee, for lighting the streets 
and public buildings, or for supplying 
heat, power, or any other utility, and 
-a reasonable hydrant 1·ental and other 
charges for stipplymg the city with 
water, .and shall c1·edit the same to the 
publicly owned utility supplying the 
sezyice. Such rentals and other charges 
for:light,. heat, water, power and other 
senrice, shall be collected in the same 
manne1· as from other consumei·s, un­
le.ss the council provides some other 
plan. , 

Section 101.-LEASE OF PLANT: 
The ~ouncil may, if the public inter­
ests wiU be served the1·eby, contract 
with any responsible person, cospart­
nership, or corpora:tJon, fo:r the opera­
tion of any utility owned by the city, 
upon such rentals ancl .cionditio:ns as it 
may deem nece$sai•y, _ but such con­
tract .shall be embotU.ed in and let only 
by an ordinance approved by a four­
fifths vote of the council, and subject 
to pppular referendum. In no case 
shall such contract be for a longer 
terrn than ten years, The contractor 
shall be subject as far as possible to 
t11e rules as to rates and service, and 
as to touncil control, laid -down for the 

. holders. .()f franchises in Chapt.erc-10 .of 
this Charter. 

Section 102. - PUBLIC UTILl'l'Y 
(HOW SOLD): No public utility 
owned by the city, whether acquired 
p:rior to the adoption of this Charter, 
or thereaftet, shall be sold or other­
wise disposed of by the city, unless the 
full terms of the proposition of said 
sale Ol' other disposition thereof, to­
gethei- with the price to be paid there­
for, shall have been embodied in an 
ordinance, passed by a:, '£our-fifths vo.te 
of the council in the usual :manner, and 
by a majority vote of the electors vot­
ing thereon. 

-,0---' 

CHAPTER 12. 
.MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANS!~ 

TOIW· PROVISIONS. 
Section 103.- OFFICIAL PUBLI­

CATIONS: The council shall regulate 
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by ordinance the manne:r in which of:fi- support the Constitution of tl1e United 
cial publicity shall be given to the States and of this state, and to ells­
holding of elections, to ordinan.<:es, charge :f;aithfully the duties devolving 
resolutions, initiative; referendum, upon_ me as (mayor, councilman, or 
and __ recall petitions, to requests for city clerk, etc.) of this city to the best 
bids tlpo11 contemplated purchases and of my judg1nent and ability/' 
contracts, and to . all other matt.e:rs Section. lOS.-CITY o FF :r o E R s 
whatsoever which xequira J!Ublication NOTTO AOCEPTFAVORS OR CON­
either by the terms of this Charter or TRACTS: No. officer or employe of 
by the laws of Minnesota. It f:lliall .an- t.he city s,.a11 -so. licl·t o"' 1·ece;ve a_ n_. y nually desi:gnate · a newspapel' of gen- '~' '"' ~ 
eral .c.it:c1J.latj9;g: in -the city .as tb,e offi- pay, conmdssiori, mciriey, or thing of 
cial paper in \l,rhfob. shall be published value, or derive any benefit, pxo:fit, or 
such measures- and matters as are by advantage, directly or indfrectly, f:rom, 
the laws of this staterequired_to·be so or by reason of, any improvement, 
:published in this mariner, or in lieu 'alter.i.tion, or repair requir!')d. by. au­
thereof · 1t may -e,c;tablish a_ :m:unfoipal thol'ity of the city, 01· .any contract t<> 
:publicatfon, which shall the:n be the which the city shall be a pa1-ty, except 

.. official ~wspaper. The council may his lawful compensation or sala1-y as 
in ita dil;le:retion pro\tide :for t11a pub- such officer or en'iploye. No officer or 
Ucatfon of the ·· annual budget,. o)'.'di- employe ·of. the city, except as other­
nancM, resolutions, initiative, refel'en- wise p:rovided in thfa Charter, 01• by 
dnm, and recall petitions, election no- law, shall solicit, accept, 01· receive, 
tices, and such · other roeas1.ttes .as it directly or :tndirectly. from any public 
may deem 'Yl,se by the nos.tin.it of ~i,1::- utility corporation or the owner of any 
written m1meogtapheq, or pnnted public. utility · Ol' franchise, any pass, 
co1)ies thereof -upon at least _ six .. bul- frank: :free _ ticket, free service, or any 
letin ·boards, three in each watd.of said other fa"lio:r, upon -terms more. favor-

• city, located in. the tnost public places able than those granted to the public 
of the cityt at unportant street inter;.. - genei♦ally. A :violation of any of the 
sections, at the fire station, -the city -provisions. of -this section shall dis­
halli and so on,: andfor .such period of qualify the -0:ffender from continuing 
time as the cou:ncil may dfr(mt in each in. office or in the employment o:f the 
case; I:f the latter method of pubUc11- cii;y, and he shall be re.moved there­
tion is adoptedi the council may pro.. from. Any ccmtract with the city in 
vide that it .shall be in lieu of other which any o:ffi.cer O/: employe of the 

-;.=,.=-,~- .. " · _lllJ)thods of publication -01• in· addition __ city is, ot _ becomes, dire<:tly or in­
. theretl> it its 1;JJ.Jt1on. . -Wherever in dfrectly-mteresterl, personally, -or as a 
this Charter there is a requirement -of member of a fir:rn, or as_ an officer or 
the publication of any matter or meas~· director of a. corpo:ration,. shall be void; 
ui·e, · it shall be understood that the and any money which shall have been 
city council ma~ designate.the mau~ paid on sueh eontract by the city may 
nel' of such pubiicatlon, .subJect to the b · d f 11 th 
optiorts permitted by this section; Jntt . e -recovere rom any.Ol' a · e pe:r-
nothing herein con ta_ jnecl .sl'lall be con~_ sons interested therein by joint or 
strued as autb.orfaing or as attempting several action. 
to a:uthorlze any violation of the con- Section 106,-0FFICIAL BONDS: 
stitution · or the statutes of tb.e. state The city clel'lt, and such other officers 
In any matter which is Of state eon- of the city as may be provided for by 
cern or which. is exclusively under ordinance, shall each. before entering 
state control. upon the duties of their .respe<:tive of~ 

Section 104,-'-0ATFI OF OFF!CE: fices, give bond to the. city in such sum 
Eve,:y .office:t' of the city sl1all, before as may be fixed by the council as an 
entering upon the duties of his office, additional security :for the faithful 
t.a1te and subscribe al). oath. of office pel'formance of their resJ;)ective offi­
in substantially the :followin.11: form: cial duties, and the safe keeping of the 
'jI ao solemnly swear {01· affirm) to public funds. - Such bonds shall be ap~ 
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proved by the dty council, and shall 
be endorsed by at]east three membel'S 
of the cimncil as having ,beeri i,o ap­
proved. They sh.llll be filed. with the 
city clerk, except the bond. of the city 
clerk, which shallbe filed with the city 
treasurer. 

Section 107.----- CITY PROPERTY 
. NOT. LOS'f B~ ,iiDYERSEl POSSES~ 

SlON: No :right, title, estate, or ease­
ment · of the city in any prQperty shall 
be lost by adverse posse,<;;sion or occu• 
pancy, and no · sti.ltllte of lirnttations 
shall.be operative against the city in 
favor · of any. person .occupying . any 
public prope1fy o:r highway, whether 
such highway · shall have· . been im­
proved or riot. 

Section 108,,.:.:...sALtS · · OF . REAL 
PROPER'l'Y: N.o real J)roperty of 
the city 1,hall be disposed of except by 
o,:dinance or resolution; The proceeds 
of any such sale shall be us~d as far 
as possible to ·retlreany· outstanding 
indebtec;lness incurred by the . city in 
the purchase, constructfonr or improve~ 
ment of thls or other p1·-0perty used 
for the same pubUc purpose; but if 
there be no such outstanding indebted-. 
ness,. then. the council may "by a reso­
lution · adopted by a four-fifths vote 
designate some other public tise ;for 
~uch prQceeds. 

iecti~n-109,---VA d.A.T1 ON o F 
$',1.':REETS: No street or alley within 
t:he city shaJl be discontinued except 
by ordinance approved by 11 :f9u1·-fifths 
vote of the council and subject to pop­
ular referendum. A· l'ecord of such 

· vacation sln1.ll be made in the office of 
the. register of •deeds o:f the county. 

Section 110,-DAMAGE SUITS: No 
action shall be maintained against the 
city on account of any injuries or 
damages · to per~ons or property, un­
less such action shall be commenced 
within one· year from the occurance of 
such injw,•y Or damage, or .unless no-

. tice shall have been given in writing 
to the.:City clerk within thirty days of 
the occurance o:f such injury or dam­
~ge1 stating the time when an:d tl1e 
specifi,c. place where, and the ci1·cum­
stances under which the s::une occurred 

and t1iat the person injured or .dam­
aged will daim damages of the city 
therefor. 

Section 111,-RECOVERY OF 
JUDGMENT ]'OR DAMAGES: If any 
judgment shall be 1·ecovered in any 
action, against the 'City for any injury · 
or· damage caused by any obstruction, 
1;ixc3vation, opening, 01· defect in any 
street oi: alley -0r public ground caused 
qr occasioned by the act . or omission 

. of any person or corporation, the city 
shall have the l'ight to recover . the 
amount of any such judgment, from 
the pei.'Son or .corporation so respons­
ible for such obstruction, excavation, 
opening, 01~ defect; and such person 
or corporation is hereby declared to be 
liable to the city in the amount o:f 
l'juch damages. 

Sectiort 11~.-CITY TO SUCCEED 
TO RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF 

· FOU,MER VILLAGE: The City .of 
Springfield shaU isucc~ed to all the 
property, rights1 and privileges, and 
shall be subject to all the legal obli­
gations, of the village undel' the name 
of thee Vlllage. of Springfield. 

Section 113.-PRESENT OFFI­
.<JERS TO HOLD OFFICE TILL 
WREN: The present officers• of the 
village shall continue in thefr 1·espect-
'iVl:! '():ffirres amifunctioii, and snail con~ 
tinue to govern the viUage in the usual 
manner until the first day of April, 
1924. They sh.au· make. sU:ch futancial 
and other provisions for the fiscal year 
of 19241 as will serve to calTy on the 
. govel:'llment until a goverrunerii has 
been set µp under this Charter, and 
they shall make provision :for the elec­
tion of the first .city council ai, p1•0• 
vided for in: Chapter 4 of this Chartel'. 

Section 114.-STATUTES NOT AF· 
FECTED BY CHARTER: All general 
laws and statutes of the state applic­
able to all cities opel'ating under home 
J.'Ule charters, or applicable to cities pf 
the same class as the. City of Spring­
field, operating under home .rule char­
ters, and not inconsistent with the pro­
visions of this Charter, shall apply to 
the· City of Springfield, and shall be 
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constnied as supplementa1·y to the orders dated Febru.a1•y 2nd, 1923, and 
provisions of this Charter. March 3rd, 1928, appoint other free­

Section 115. - EXISTING ORDI• holders to :fill the vacancy on said 
NANCES CONTINUED: All ordi- board; 

• nances and regulations o:f the village A Wh 
in -force When this Charter takes ef- - nd - ereas all of said :fteeholdel's 
feet" and not inconsistent with. the so appointed -in and -by said orders 
provisions thereof. are hereby contin- thel'ea:fter duly qualified as such, and 

d · .,,___1 • did on the 3rd day of April, 1923, 
ue in ,..., I - force apJl effect until effect a. pe1•manent organization of 
amended oi• repealed. said board; 

Seetfon 116.-PENDING C0NDE:M~ -· 
~ATIONS AND .ASSESSMENTS: And Whereas J,aid board of free­
Any condein:nation or assessment p:ro- holclers in obedience to said order, did 
ceeding in,:progl'~ss when this Charier thereafter duly pl'epare, adopt and 
takes _effect shall be continued_ and frame a proposed-Charter for the said 
.completed· under the· 1aws under which City of Springfield, of which the at­
such proceedings were begun. All as- tached docum1,mt composed of 117 sec­
sessments made by tlie village pdor to ?-ons, _nuD?-beted from 1 to 117, both 
the time when this Chatter takes ef;. mclus1ve, is a i:l:ra:ft; 
fe4t1 .shall be -collectecl and the lien Now, Therefo:re, We, the under..: 
thereof .en-1:orced in the same mam1er signed members of said board of free­
as if this Charter had not been holders, undel' and pursuant to the 
adopted. - power conferred upon us as aforesaid, 

Section 117,-0RDIN.AN'CES TO do hereby sign. the said draft of a pro-
1\1AKE CHARTER EFFECTIVE: The posed Charter fodhe City of Spring­
council is hereby empowered to and it field, and do delive1• the same to the 
sh.ill ,by 01·dina.ncermake such :regula- Honorable Louis Kreitinger, President • 
tions as may b'e necessary to -catty out of the Village Coµncil, to be sumitted 
and make effective the pr<>viJ,ions of to the voters of the Village of Spring~ 
this Charter, field, in the manner prescribed by law. 

--"-0-
CERTili'ICATE OF COMMISSION. Dated at _ Springfield, Minnesota, 

August 9th, 1923. 
STATE ·()F :MINNESO'l'A ) 

_ County of. Bto'Wn )ss. J. A. Rieck, 
Village of Spdngfi,eld ) Chairman. 
Whereas; the Ilotiorable Judge J;. M, Alexander Seifert, 

____ ,_ :Ql!:ien,.judge ofcthe -District court in Secretary. 
· - · -· ·· and. :for the Ninth JucUcial district of A, C. Ochs. 

Minne$ota, _. did on the 11th day of John .R. Sehmid • 
December, 1922, _ d:uly _ make_ and file J. s. Shrader. 
his order unde1· and. pursuant to Sec- J s w t 
tion 36 of Artfole l.V of the ,Constitu- ' · • a son. 
tfon of -the State of Minnesota and Geo. P. Fotster. 
laws enacted putsuant thereto, ap- J. F. l3auch. 
pointing a hoard, of freeholders to A. G. Loomis. 
frame and submit a Cha1-ter for the Wm. F. Runck. 
City of Spl'inglield~ Brown County, A- 0 ¥-tnnesota, forits own government; · · Lelu:er. 

Jos. Xreitinger. 
And Whereas, not all of the mem- L I 

b - 'd b d f f h ·1d E, -• Nippo t. ers of sat oar _ o ree o-" ers ap~ -
pofot~d by said order did qualify, and F, A, Ruenitz, 
the Ronoi·able I. M. Olsen~ did in his :P. W, Kuske. 
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