A-2914 Wadena

- BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL BOARD
OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

Thomas J. Simmons Chairman

Robert W. Johnson Vice Chairman

Gerald J. Isaacs Member

Sam Wain ’ Ex 0fficio Member
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION ) FINDINGS OF FACT,
FOR ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN LAND ) CONCLUSIONS 0F LAN
TO THE CITY OF WADENA ) : AND ORDER

The above-entitied matter came on for hearing before the Minnesota

Municipal Board pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 414, as amended, on

Juﬁyrlz, 1976 at wadena,—Minnesota. The hearing was conducted by
NiTTiam A. Neiman, Erecutive Secretary pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
414.01, Subd. 12 and was continued from time to t1me Also in
attendance was County Comm1ss1oner, Sam Wa1n, an ex-officio

\member of the Board. The C1ty of Wadena was

é, :-;p'l'fi ‘ represented by Mr. V1ncent Brown, Leaf R1ver Townsh1p was represented
by Sylvester Schm1th, and the pet1tJoners were represented by Luther
Nervig. Testimony was heard and records and exhibits were received.

After due and careful consideration of all evidence, togetner
‘with all records, files and proceedings the Minnesota Municipal Board
: hereby makes and files the following Findings of Fact, Conclnsions

of Law and Order.

: | FINDINGS OF FACT
'f D -1Q7-0n—Mareh 5; 1976;;a copy of'a;petitiqn for annexation by
l »a majority of the property owners was filed with the Minnesota
- Municipal Board. The petition contained‘allrthe information required
| }?E by statute including a description of the territory subject to annex-
ation which is as follows: | o

éouth Fifty-seven rods (57) of Government Lot Four (4),
Section Thirty-one (31), Township One Hundred Th1rty -five
(135), Range Thirty-five (35). )

An obgect1on to the proposed annexation was received by the

Minnesota Municipal Board from Leaf River Township on April 26, 1976.
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- The Municipal Board upon receipt of this objection conducted further
pwoéeedings in accordance with M.S. 414.031, as requived by M.S. 414.033,
Subd. 5. -

2. Due, timely and,adequate,iega] notice of the hearing was. .
published, served and filed.
3. Geographic Features

a. The'avea sybject to annexation is uninCOfporated and-

| abuts the City of Wadena, o -'

b. The total afeé of the territory subfect to annexation
is 25 acres. |

¢c. The degree of contiguity of the boundaries between the
annexing municipality and the proposed annexed property
is-as follows: Approximately 25%.

d. The natural terrain of the area: including general
topography, majorVWatérsheds, sof],conditions, rivers,
lakes and major Sluffs is as follows: Poor soil, high =
,wafer table, some marsh Tand, f]at. |

4. Population Data

a. The City of Wadena

B , : '1) Past population gfowth: Steady growth since 1940 when
' ' the population was 2,916.

2) Present population: In 1970, 4,640 persons
3)'Projected pobu]ation: By 1980, estimated 5,000 persons

b. The area subject to annexation: Although the area has no

popu]atibn, thertownship as a whole is growing, and this

trénd is expected to cohtinué. The arearitse1f will

acquire population as the lots are deveTéped. |

%& ;:;='f7 A 5. Development Issdes

o ; - a; What, if ény, are the comprehensive plans for the develop-
] rment ofrthe propééty proposed for qnnexation and/or the

J 77;{' o o Vﬁannexing muniéipé]ity, including development projected by

the State'P1anning Agency. rThe planning officer from

wadené County sdppbrted the annexation as consistent with
the County's comprehénsive'p]an. The area in question

joins a 40 acré traét with{n Wadena, both of these owned
by the Merickel Brothers Company. Present plans include

developing the entire 65 acres for residential USe;
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preserving some portions of fhé marsh Tand. Presently,
the area is divided by different subdivision regulations
and goyernmenta1 units, making an integrated planning
_approach very'difficuit. Further a major highway
project is planned to the north of this area.
b. <What Tand use controls are presently being employed.
i) In the City of Wadena
a. Zoning - Yes ‘
b. Subdivision Regulations - Yes
c. Housing and Building Codes - Yes, state codes
d. Other - PTanning &ommission which supports the annexation.
2) In the area to be annexed: A

a. Zoning - Yes, by Wadena County. The area to be annexed -
~and the abutting land within the City are both zoned R-1.

b. Subdivision Regulations - Yes, by the County
c. Does the city require future growfh_spaCe?'Yes; théreris a :
Iimited‘number of suitable, undeveloped, residential lots.
If so, will the area subject to annexation provide the City
vof Wadena with necessary growfh Space? Yes, this,ﬁarcel,"
combined with tﬁe one already within Wadena,'wii1 ﬁrbvidé'
a substantial number of Tlots suitable for residential develop-

- ment.

- d. The present pattern of ﬁhysfca] development is:

:?' 1) In the City of Wadena:

a) Residential - Yes, including substantial construction
: in the Tast 5 years.

b) Industrial - Yes, including some new development
o j c) Commercial - Yes |
] o . ' d) Institutional - Yes
ff1 ’-i; .i%' | | 2) In the area subject to annexation: No deyé]opment
f l} »} ’:f ’ _ é. ‘What wil]rbe the effect, if any, of the annexation on
ﬁ;fj :g'ff& §' | adjacent communities? None.
| e é f, ; 6. Governmental Services" |
a. VPrésently, the Township of Leaf River provides the area S
subject to annexation with the f011owihg services:
1) Water - No ' ' : 5) Street Improvements .

Unknown

2) Sewer - No '
6) Street Maintenance - Yes

3) Fire Protection - No, contracts . ; ,
with Wadena 7) Recreational - Unknown

4) Police Protectijon - Unknown
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b. Presently, the City of Wadena provides its citizens

with the following servicesi

1) Water - Yes 5) Street Improvements - Yes
. 2) Sewer - Yes - 6) Street Maintenance - Yes
-3} Fire Protection - Yes 7) Recreational - Yes

4) Police Protection - Yes 8) Other - Library, garbage,
: -municipal electricity

c. Presently, the City of Wadena provides the area subject

to annexation with the following services:

1) Water - No 5) Street Improvements - No, but a
, road immediately to the south of
2) Sewer - No ‘ the area has been constructed. :
3) Fire Protection - Yes, 6) Street Maintenance - No
by .contract with Leaf . ,
River 7) Recreational = Yes, all

facilities
4) Police Protection - No
8) Other - Library
d. Plans to extend municipal services to the area subject fo
~annexation include the following: ATl services, other than
utilities, win'hapid1y be maderavailab1e. Utilities will
_ _ require several yeans,,coinciding with the anticipated, full
5,7" o - SRR 'development of the area. As in the rest of Wadena, ut11iti§s
' will only be supplied upon pefition of the property owners. -
re; There are existing,or potentiai pollution problems which
are: The arvea has a high water table and poor soil
conditions, creafing a pdfentia1‘p0i1ution problem when
the‘arearis developed and septic tanks are utilized.
The following addifioha],servicesrwil1 help resolve this
‘,fgar*' : situation: City sewer, but this programrwiIT not be
| implemented for years. However, this is the fequireé}
777777 vTong-férm'so1dtion.,rr " o
7. Fiscal Data | _
a{ In the City of Wadena; the asses%ed valuation trend is
'risding,rthe mill rate trend is (16.96) rising and the
present’ bonded indebtedness is;$640,000. o o
b.. In the area éubject to annéxation, the assessed valuation
o ' is 2,250 and the téwnship—taxes paid in 1976 were’$41,q2.
c. The mill rate in the township is 5.41. o ‘
d. Will the annexation have any effect upon area school

districts? No, the area is in the same school district




as the City of Wadena.

8, Is annexation to the City of wadéna the best alternative?

a. Could governmental services be better provided for by

| ihcowp0(afjon~qf7the érea subjectrto annexation? No.

b.. Could governmental services be better provided for Ey
,conso]ﬁdétidn or amnexation of the area with an adjacent
muﬁicipality other than Wadena? No. |

c. Could Leaf River Township provfde the services required? No:

-d, Can Leaf River Township continue to %unction without the
area subject to annexation? VYes, the area has a Tow assessed
valuation.

9. A majority of property owners in the area to Be annexed have
petitioned the Minnesota. Municipal Board requesting annexation. -

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Minnesoté'Municipal Board duly acquired and now has
jurisdiction of the within proceeding.
| 2.  The area subject to annexatioh—is now or fis about to become
“urban or suburban in character. 7
3. Munfcipa] government is required,to,prdtect the public
health, safety, and weTféfe in the area subject to annexation.
74. The best interest of the City of Wadena and the area subject
to anngxation wil]rbe furthered by annexajion}
| 5. ;The remainder 6f>the Township bf Leaf River can carry on the
TUnctions of government without undue hardship.
6. There fs a reasonable relationship befween the increase in
~ revenue for the City of Wadené and the value of bénefits conferred
“upon the area subject to annexation. .
7. Annexation of all or a part of the property to an adjacent
municipality would not better serve the interests of the re;ideﬁts 7
,Who reside in the area subject to annexation. l |
8. This annexation proceeding has been iﬁitiated by é petition
of aimajof{ty of prpperfy owners and, therefore, this Minnesota Municipal
Board orderris not §ubject to an annexation election.
9. An order should be issued by the Minnesota Municipal Board

annexing the area described herein.




R S

-6~

ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the property described herein

situated in the County of Wadena, State of Minnesota, be and the same

- is- hereby anheXed tb;the City of -Wadena, Minnesota, the'same as iffif

had been originally made a part thereof: .

South Fifty-seven rods (57) of Government Lot Four (4),
Section Thirty-one (31), Township One Hundred Th1rty -five
(135), Range Thirty-five (35)

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED., That the effect1ve date of this order is =

January 11, 1977.

Dated this _3rd  day of __ February , 1977

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL BOARD
165 Metro Square Building
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

. Neiman
Executive Secretary
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