WHEREAS:

§ifty-nine yearns ago, on January 22, 1918, a gree and .éncle;’gendent Ukhainian
National Republic was proclaimed by Zhe will of the Ukrainian people represented
by the Legally elected Ukrainian Parliament in Kiev, ancient capital of Ukraine,
which Republic was recognized by a score of foreign nations; and :

aften such Declaration of Independence and recognifion, Ukraine was occupied by

Russian military forces and since that Lime the former cilizens of the Ukrainian
National Repubfic have been Living under the opphessive rule of Communist Russia,
being denied the basic greedoms which Linger in Lheirn hearts; and 7

thein continuing stnuggle fon freedom and independence £s Lypical of the struggle
0f all freedom-Loving peoples everywhere, and strongly emphasizes for us -- free -
Americans -- that the price of freedom i85 efernal vigilance against continuous
encroachments, againsit boith at home and abroad, and especially against Communisit
agghession which serniously threatens the peace and securnity of the peoples of

the wonld; and 7

 Amenicans have a trnaditional interest in the defense of freedom Vand human nights
and sympathize with the aspirations of greedom-Loving people wherever greedom is

denied; and

Minnesotans of Ukrainian descent annually observe the anniversary of the Ukrainian
Declaration of Independence, and are observing the fifty-ninth anniversary of it

on Januany 22, 1977, , :

B NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Rudy Pespich, Governon of the State of Minnesota do heieby proclaim
& Januany 22, 1977 as : ' -

UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

R ‘inrMénne/so/ta, and urge ‘aLZ citizens of owr State to foin with me in supporting the struggle of i
- gt the Ukrainian people to regain their national freedom and a democratic system of government. P

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have heteunto set
my-hand and cawsed the Great Seal of the
State of Minnesota fo be affixed at the
State Capifol this fowrteenth day of
January Ln the yearn of our Lord one
thousand nine hundred seventy-seven ’
and of the State the one hundred
nineteenth. '
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