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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
E:XECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ST. PAUL 

The ~10:r se 1,:t:J. scove:-o:y of Am;:x :'i.CR. t11 t:i.1.:2· nn tu.ran of the- year 1000 
is no lo:"'1£·,ex a sui;,ject of controVGrsy o:::, doubt.. It is :::-cco~:1:lzed 
e,s £,n hist;orict;.l fr:.ot and s•) tctu::':1t i'.;l ou1· schools. :C-'Gs im;?o_rt~.nae 
has 'been 2inimized be(H?.11se it t7r~s not fo11ouea. ·-J~t exdlo:re,tion nn.d 
mettlemen:t, 1Yu.t heA.- 1)0liticol and economic c:rac'cit:.·n1s in Euro·oe 
'been ·tthe · ?8/~1e· in ~l:le·· .eleventh ceutury 0,C' they 110:re in the :t'i.f:tee::1tb, 
r/hEn'l Colurcious rediscQverec1 ltme:rice, theYe is no i:,µestion th'1t 
E1~11~so11 •s·: v¢iyagi;: ·1;-:-,c>u,,ld soon h:::va been folJ.o-r1ed 1Jy · -_,0:1:mi,nen t settle-
ment,. !l!o:r·."ce,n we doc11:;t tllr-.t ·the- :reco:rds and txP.di ti::.ms left by 
E::.;:U-.:£.on EW.Hl.his ·rae.1.1. 11t::d t:'.11 int.).):rta,nt influence in le~.dinc Columbus 
t•:> his cmiolusi,.:in. tha:-'G lr.nd c,:)u,ld be founc1• rY: sr.:.ilia,·:· wcat1,.re.rd. 

. -- ,.. . - ,:~. ~ ' . . - ~· 

. Le,te;.,: d1$,COVeXie·a _L1dict,t.~ t!10.t so::-:e of -'i)ho e~s:::}_!! lio:rs2men1 
·9enet!'~;\tecl t'1P c,,untry e,s :fr:r <:1.s Whfl,t is nor: l!inneso·ta. Tll:mgh 
tlle e,uthenticit:r o:f the :relics ,.r::011. d1ich -'.;~:is belief is ';)2:.sed- r.ia:, 
be. J;fo;es·b,i>1i1ed.,. we hav-e., .11.:vert~1eleas, a !;F)GC:if'ul inte:r~··r;t in the 
histoxy 1,f Leif Exilrnon e,ncl b.iis conte.nr,o:ra:.1:iBs,, 'beoa.use of t:.1.e very 
"r)iominen-'c -oa:ct ,rhich the descem:lants- of t:i.G Vikim::·:s biave tt:,1:en in 
the develour,lSJ.'l.t of l!ii-1n0:sota, du:ri:1r; the 1-aGt centufy .. 

-m· .. ;"'r:''r:•··;F· 1~'itl ,. J· .. t;:' 0 'l'l;r-,,;,us n.ovr:-~,,'10i" o..P t,f.\r,•,<~,::,o·-;-..-, a.'"' ~~P::r•:-.-:bi_,r .J..·,on~; ... ,_,.., ___ ·..,;,l~, ~, - · ♦> ••·• . ♦ .J:" ~. ,__ vl · Y~": - ~ ~,&.-.••~....,_~,t."-..r•:;J 1,,1('_,~_, -·.J ,.. _ __._ + 1,/-

Ut'f-f<;J th$ \)So:jle of lli1111osota to observe Leif EJ:.ikson de.y t~:.is 
yui,r 0,11d. su.eceedin0; years, to Five dne .t:rltiute · t·) the : .. ie::10:ry of 
.tliis dt•;rinr;r ;ex'1lore:e f:t,)Nl ·the !lorth and t;o- the i1:mor-trmce of 
· h~s dis~roirtities;. May I u;r-ge thj,t they ::->n:t:tic:tpa.te in celebrati,:ms., 
·.1i1:e;e0 'such ;::t:re e,rre,r1ged, ancl that they Ei ve due conside:r&t ion·.to 
this inte:r;;::etinr; chay-'o-3:r of the history of ,)U!' .country. 
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