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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ST. PAUL 

P R O O L A M A T I O Nf' 

Education is vital to existence of a :republic. If America 

is to continue as the land of f'xeedom and opportunity; if popular 

government is to su:rvive, we must provide a libexal education for 

all. It is not anoµgh that we give lessons to native and 

foreign born residents in citizenship and :patriotism. It is 

necessary that all citizens be able to speak., read and write our . 

cou.ntry•a language fluently and correctly, for these three things 

are the:" essential agencies for conveying thought. Through them 

· we learn the history of our country., its fundamental· 1a.ws., and 

Ille obligations and :privileges of citizenship. Through them we 

~xpxess our joys and gr'ievances and learn the hopes and disappoint

.. · ment$ of others, and may thus axxive at~ommon understanding a.nd 

ooope~ate.for the common welfare. 

i'h.e United Sta.tea 13ureau o:f Education" the National Education 

Assoc:i.atiqn an.d:' .the American Legion are this year again promoting 

lunel'ioan Ed:ucation week. . This week .-buld be distinctly worth 

. vJib.i.le i:f it did nothing mo,re than call attention to the :problem 

of illiteracy and hasten the .day when it wil:I. be unlmown in Amel'ica. 

Bu.t we must not stop at that.· We must continue improving our 

system of ~d.uoa.tion until ev~:r:r American child ;eceives the train-

-"l:ig~ wn:tch"enable·s him to do we11· the thing for which he is best 

adapted.. ·. When we ~a,n, in the training of eaoh youth., combine· 

ef!ic:tency with a realization of his obligations to his country and 

to huma:nity, we may feel sa:f'.e a.bout the security .of our country and 

the welfa.:r:e of mankind.· 

lf9W THEREFORE., I., J. A. o. Preus~ Governor of Minnesota., do 

hereby request 'and urge· that American Education Week.11 December 3 to 

9J be o.bserved throughout the state. School tee;Qhers·and off'ioial1 

churches., newspapers> and. civio and commercial organizations of all 

:=#=:- kinds aTe invited and urged to pa.rtioipate:i 

• d~d-1 All the ·problems connected with education should be discussed 
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fully and freely, . including il~i terac~. cit~. zenship training., 

the welfa.I'e of teachers, equality of Jducat1onal opportunity, 

hygiene and phy.e!llcal education, humane educa,tion, vocational 

The financial question should a1so be conaidexed, 

It is falae economy to be parsimonious in educational mattel's., 

'but to permit m.onei to be.wasted or spent foolishly will only 
. . ·1 

injure" the cause of education•• 

. IN WITNESS WHEREOF., · I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the G~eat Seal of 
the state. to .. oe af'fiied hereto this 
fifteenth a.a,.y of November, 1922. · 

of Minnesota. 
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