
CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION OF CHARTER 

I, Robert A. Tuma, hereby certify that on the 8th day 

of April, 1975, there was a City Election for the City of New 

Prague, Scott and Le Sueur Counties, Minnesota, regarding whether 

or not the citizens of the City of New Prague wish to adopt a 

Charter for the government of the City of New Prague, a copy of 

said Charter as adopted. by the citizens of New Prague_ atti;icl:led 

to this Certification and made a part of said Certification by 

reference. There were a total of 540 votes cast and of this 

total 432 voted "Yes" for the adoption of the proposed new Charter 

and 108 voted "No" to reject the adoption of the new Charter .. · 

WHEREFORE: The Charter was adopted.. 

_DATED: 

Robert A. Tuma 
City Clerk 
City of New Prague, Minnesota. 

'1 
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);40TICE OF CIT'{ ELECTION. 

.. Ctn' OF NEW PRAGUE 

April a. \191s 

NOTICE IS· HEREB"i CtvEN That an election )';as been 

calJ.ed by tile City Council and will be lleld in and 

!;or the City of New l'?;'ague on Tuesday, the 8th day of 
April 1975 for tile purpose of voi;ing upon the foll~wing 

.quest.ion: 

••sllall the proposed new charter be adopted?" 

which said proposed charter is on file in the office 

of the New .Pra;;ue City Clerk and reads as follows: 

As per' exhil>it "A'~ hereto attached and herewi.th is· 

ine9rporated by .refererice. 

· Tll.e polls for said election shall be open at 7 ,O',Cloclc 

A.M. and.shall.b~ <?'lased. at 8 o•ctock ~.M. The voting 

place for each ol: thP. two wai::ds in the City shall tie at 

the City Hall at i1s Central Avenue !forth in t!\e City f 
of New Prai,11e, Minnesota: Mt eligible electors for (/ J i 
the City shall. be entitled to vote al said election. /) 

'# t 

New PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071 

.. Section 2.10. APPOINTIVE OFFICES;. T.here_s~all also be~ppoiflted, 
in the manner hereinafter prov1d1;Jd, a ~,ty Adm1n1strator, a C1ty Clerk, 
a City Treasurer, a eity Att~roey, a c,ty_Assessor, and such other officers 
and employees as may be required under th1s charter, the ~eneral Laws of 
the state, or the Ordinances of the City, The City C~un~1l may cr~ate. 
and establ; sh add}tiona l offices, departments or cornm1ss1 ~ns, con~, s~e.nt 
with the general purposes of, this ~harter pnd may, _fr~m time _to t1me, . 
alter or abolish the form or functions of any ~ppornti~e office, d~par_-t-

. mentor coI1111iSsion by ordinance. Notwittrstand1ng Section 12.'.l Of this 
. Charter, ·regarding the {;ontinuing of the t~rms of. present officers, any 

office that has been made appointive b~ this Sect10n ~2. lO) !hat .pre
viously has been elec:tive, shall haven ts .tenn of office expire June 30, 

· 1975. 

. CHAPTER 3 • 

Council Procedure 

. Section 3.0J. COUNCIL REGULAR MEETINGS. On the/i~st Tu~_sday 
after the first Monday in January 10 each:yeari the _City Council .shall 
hold what shall be known as the regular annual meetrng, All other 
stated regular meetings shall be held on the first Monday of .each 
month;'.' .· 

Section 3.02 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEET!~GS .. The Mayor or any three 
members of the Co~ncil may ca 11 special JI1eetings of the Counc: il upon 
at least twe 1 ve- hours notice to · each memb~r. 

Section 3.03; MEETINGS TO Bf PUBLIC~ To the ~xtent provJded by 
law, all meetings of the Council and its committees shall be public 
and, any citizen shall have access to th& minutes and records of the 
Courkil at a11 reasonable times. 

Dated March 17 • 1975 

Section 3.04. ORGANIZATION. On the firstruesday after the ffrst 
Monday in January following the first election.held.under tMs Sh~rter, 
and at the annual meeting immediately fonowin9 any regular munic,pal 
election, ther newly elected Council Member,s ~hal.l en.te.r upon th~ duties 
of.their office, and .the Council shaJl th¢ri proceed to perfect 1ts 
organization. From their own number they shall choose a Vke President, 

~,v.:it.e.= . . · ~· 0,.i?l.~ .. ~~ . .who .shaJJ presid.e at a11.m~etings 9f the ~ounsU ,in the absence of the 
· -"~ President and perform such other duties as ma,iroecrequired: by the pro-

wallace t. •. Bednar ~~. . visions'of this Charter. ( . 

. · Ci.ty Cler· . ·. ·. ~. Section 3.05. APPOINTMENTS. ,At its lrfrst organfz~tion ,e~ting, 
1-_,_ _ _;_ __ ...... __ -""" ________ --d=~at,!.:..:...;~'"tt:;+1-.., .Jr.~ · or as soonthereafter as possi.bJe, the Council shall appoint aGity 

· . · ~'Q' " Administrator,. who shall _hold OfficeAuring the pleas~re ofthe Co~ncil 
~~ ~.., · and whose powers and dut1es as I the adm1nistrattve officer of the C1ty 

~XHIBIT "A" ·. . "~ shall be as defined herein. The City Administrator shall be appointe~ 

.
lt: ·A~.·.. ..·~ · ·. for an irydefinfte perfod and may be s~spended ~rr~moved. by th~ Counc, l 

HOME RULE CHARiER 
of the 

\'r' at any time. The act10n of the Council in ,uspend1,ng or· removing the 
it , Administrator shal 1 be final, it being the intention ofthi s thar~er 

·. CITY OF NEW PRAGUE 

CHAPTER 1 

\l to vest all authority and fix all responsibility Jar suchsuspens10.n . . 
or removal in the.City Council. In the event of such removal,the Council 
shali inimecliately take steps to appoint. a;s~ccessor:. 

Name, Boundaries, Powers and General Prov'is'lons 

Section 1.0l. NAMES AND BOUNDARI~S. The GitY of New Prague, Scott 
and Le Sueur Counties, Minnesota, shall continue to be a municipal 
corporation under that name and with the same boundaries as now are or 
hereafter may be established, .. . . . 

Section 1.02. WARDS. The City cif New Prague shall be divided . 
into two or more warcrs:-The boundaries of said wards shall be a'S they 
now are or may hereafter be established by ord.inance of the City Council, 

Section l . 03. PRECINCTS. The City Co~ndl sha 11 have the power by 
ordinance to change the number and the boundaries of the precincts within 
each ward. 

Section 1.04, POWERS OF THE CITY. The City shall have all powers 
which it may now or.hereafter be possible for a municipal corporation in 
this state to ex,el"cl se in harmotiv with the constitutions .of this state 

. ' 
· At the same meeting, and at the annual me(ltlng in ~ach y~ar trere,

after, the Council shall appoint a City Attorney, a Pol1ce Chi:f~ and 
such other o. ffiqers. as. a. re, or. may be, requi,red ... Un. de .. r.t.he p. r.·ov, sion .. s of 
this Charter, ttte General Laws of the Stc1te, or .the Ordinances of the . 
City, and whose appointment is not specific~Hy .delegated to some other 
authority. · } ' · 

The Mayor shall likewise at these meetfogs, or adjourne1 sessions ·. 
thereof, make such nominations for appoinwent as the Mayor is authorited 
to make by this Charter, but which require confirmation bY the City 
council. , . · · 

At the regular monthly meeting in Octob~r of each .year, the City 
Counci 1 sha 11 a 1 so appoint a City Assessor~ whos~ term of office sha 11. 
begin on the Tuesday next following, 

Section 3.06. SECR~TARY~ OF COUNCtL.i jh.fC,ty' Clerk ~hall act as. 
.~. <>Pcl:'P.t.ay," to .rhP 1.nunr.11. and .<:hall. kl:'Pn .;,:.5ourt1al .of cout1c1 l. 11r.oceedi.nqs · 
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SECOND SECT~ON ES fer 
wPra9ue 

1rH~ ~!tW .. lPl~@U~ 
NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA 56071 

· Sec ti on 2. 1 O. APPOINTIVE OFFICE~, There s ha 11 a 1 so be appointed, 
in the manher hereinafter provided., a WY Admlnistrator, a City C1erk, 
a City Jreasurer, a Gity Attorney,. a City.Assessor, and such other officers 
and employees as may ~e required underth15 char~er, the ~eneral Laws of 

· the state or the Ord1hances of the City,. The City Council may create 
and estabhsh additional offices, depar!llients or commissions, consistent. 
with the genera1 purposes of; thts sharter.and ma,t; _fr~m time. to time·, 
alte·r· or aboli.sh the fa.mi or f·u.11 .. ct1ons.ofa.ny ~ppo1nt1ve office, depa~t
mentor commission by ordinance, Notwlthstandrng Section 12.~1 of th1s 

. Charter;, re~arding the contimJing qf thd~rms of present officers, any 
· oft'ice.that•has been made appointh%.~ftQ1S Section (2.10) ~hat pre

viously hi;$ be.en elective, shall, ti:av~J1,tt term of office expire June 30, 
·1975,. ' 

. . 
CHAPJER 3'· · 

Council Procedure 

Section 3·. 01 , COUNCIL REGULAR :MEtudGs, On 'the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday rn January ;ri. each year, the City ·council shall -
hold what sha11 be known as the regulararinual meeting. All other 
stated regular meetings sha 11 be held on the fjrst Monday of each 
month. · ' · · 

Section 3.02. SPECIAL COUNCIUlEETiiGs~ · The .Mayor or any three 
member-s of the Counc1 may .ca spec1a meetings of the Council upon 
at 1 east twelve. hours notice to · eacn m~ib¢r, ·• - . · 

Se.ctfon. J.03. MEETINGS JO BEPUBlIC. To the extent provided by 
laWi a:11 meetings. of the councJJ and 1ts qortunittees shall be public 
and .. any citizen shall have access to:)he-minutes and records of tne · 
Cou.ricil at all reasonable ti.mes. · 

. - section 3,04, ORGANIZATION, On th~ first Tuesday after. the first 
Monday in January following the firstelectioil held under this Charter, 
and at the annualmeeting immediateiy following any regulatmunicipal 
elect1.on, thei neW1¥ elected Council Members shall ente.r upon the duties 
of. their Office,· and the Colfricil shall theh proceed to perfect ;ts 

- .or,ga~izaticrn,. From.theif qwn,number.JMy~sbaJTc~pose a Vice President, 
who ~hall preside at call m~etmgs of the r.ounc11 ]Ii the absence of the ··.•· 
Pres1.dent and perform stich other duties asmaY be :required by the pro" 
visions'of this Charter. · 

.. - ~.,, . Section 3.05; APPOlNTMENTS, At.its first ~rganization in~eting, 
~,o\..., ,., _ . or ~ s. soon thereafter as possible, the Coundl sha 11 appoint a City 
:\~ . . Adm1n1s1;rator, who shall. hold 9ffice.~uring the pleasure of.the council 

· · and whose powers and duties as the administrative officer of the City 
sh~ll -b~ .as ~e[.ined h~rein. Th~ C'ity Aaministrator shall be appointe~. 

. for an 1~def1n1te penod and may be suspended or r~moved by th~ Counc1l 
at~TJ.¥ t1me •. The action.of th~ Cou~ci1 in suspendrng or· r~mov1ng the·-. 

,Admm1strator shall be final, it being the intention of tins C.harter 
to vest all ~uthority_ and fix c1ll responsibility for such suspenSio)'l 
or remolfal in the>City Council. In theeverit of sucli removal, the Council 
'shall immecliately ta~e step,s to appOinh. successor; - · . ' 

· Atthe same meeting, and at the annual -01eetin9 fn each year there,.; 
after, the Cou~cn shaP appoint a Cfty Attorney, a Police Chief? and 
s.u~h other off,c;e .. rs.as a .. re .•. or may be, required under t~e provisio.ns.of 
tQlS Charter, ttte General La~s of the State, or the Ordrnances of the 
City, ~ndwhose appointment ,s not spedificaTly delegated to some other 
author)ty, · / ' 1 •· . 

. . 

. . 'rhe Mayor shall likewise at these meetings~ or adjourned. sessions 
thereof, make.such nominations !"or appointment ~s th~ Mayor is a~thorized 
~o.mak,e by th:is Charter, but wh1ch require confwmat1on by the City 
Gounc11. · .- · • ·· · . 

. . . 
. . . A,tthe regular mon~h1.y me~ting in-;October of each year, !he City 

Cou~C1;1 shall a 1 so cippornt a C1 ty Assesscrr j whose term of off, ce sha 11 
begin on the Tuesday ne~t following. ·. · _ . 

- ,. - I -

section 3.06. {",,;,;~~;.:._:z,!;-=i,-:..r.;~~ 
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Section 4.02. SPECIAL ELECTIONS. The Council may by resolution 
order a spec'la1 election and provlae a11 means for holding it, At least 
two weeks published notice of a specia1 election shall be given. The 
procedure at such election shall conform as near1y as possible to that 
prescribed for other city elections. 

Section 4.03. FILING FOR UFFICE. No earlier than 45 days or later 
than 15 days before the municipal election,votl'rs of theCity qualified 
underthe state constitution for elective office may, by filing an 
affidavit and paying a filing fee of $5.00, have their name placed on 
the municipal primary election ballot or, if there is no primary election, 
on the municipal election ballot. 

Section 4. 04. PROCEDURE AT ELECTIONS. Subject to this Charter and 
applicable state laws, the Council maybyordfoance further regulate the 
conduct of municipal elections. Except as otherwise provided bj this _ 
Charter and supp1ementary ordinances, general s.tate laws on elections 
shall apply to municipal elections, 

CHAPTER 5 

Initiative and Referendum 

Sec ti on 5. 01. GENERAL VOTER AUTHORITY. The voters bf the City 
shall have the right, in accordance with the Charter, to propose 
ordinances known respective1y as the initiative and referendum. 

section 5.02. PETITIONS. An initiative or ref~re.ndlim s~an be 
initiated by a petition signeo by registere~ voters of the C1,ty ~qual 
in number to 20 percent of.those.who voted 1n the last. regular c1ty 
electi ori, Eacij petition shall be sponsqred by a commit!e~ of f,ve 
voters whose names and addresses shall appear on the pet1t10~,- A . 
petition may consist of one or more papers, but each.paper circulated 
separat~ly shall contain at its head .Qr attached to 1t the stat.e~~nt 
required by Section 5.05 or 5.06, as the case may, be~ All who sign 
sha 11 si.gh their name ,and give their street ~ddress. _Ea,ch separ<l~e . 
p/lge of the petition shall have appen,d~d to.it a. certi.f1cate, ver1f1ed 
by oath, that each signature is a genuine s,191:ature of th1; ~erson 
whose name it purports to be. The person making the cert1f1cate s~an 
be a resident of. the city. Any person whose name aepears. on a pet1tion 

_ ma.y wi thdr-aw their name by a statement in writing _filed with th~ .. 
Secretary of the Council before the Secretary adv, ses the Counc11 of 
the sufficiency of ttie petition. _ ._ - _ " -. . .. . • -

section 5,03. DETERMINATION OF SUFFIC1ENCY~ Immediately UP,On 
receipt of the petition, the Secretary of the Council sha11 ex~mi1:e 
the petition as to its suffjcfency and report !O the Council i:i1th1n 
31 days, Upon receiving the report, the .council shall determine by 
resolution the sufficiency of the petition. · -

_ Section 5.04, DlSPOSIT!ON OF lNSUFFICIEN'. ~ETIT10N, ff the 
council determines that the petition isinsuff1c1ent or 1rre~u1ar, 
the Secretary of the Council shall de}iyer a copy of the pet1t1ory, 
together with a written statement of ,ts defe:ts, ~o the s~qnsori~g. 
committee.· The committee shall have 30_d~ys :n which to f1le ~dd1t,ona1 . 
si nature• apers and to correct the pe!it1?n 1n all other p~r~1cu~ars .• · .. 
1/ at the ~nd of that period the council finds that t~e pet1tlon is st, 11 
; nsuffi ci.ent or irregular, the secretary of t~e Counc~ 1 sha 11 file _the 
etition in the office and notify the sponsoring comrrnttee .. The hnal 

~inding that the petition is i':s~fficiel)t or il"regular shall not pr~
'udice ttie filing of a new peht1on for th~ same purpose nor shall ,t 
irevent the courici 1 · !rom reJe~ring t~e ordr':ance to the voters at the 
next regufar or ·special election at its option. . 

section s,05. INITIATIVE. Any ordinance, e~ce~t an ordinance relat
ing to the budget or capital program, the appropr1at1on of money, the 
levy of taxes or the salaries of city officers or employees, may be 
proposed by a'petition which shall state at the hea~ of each page or 
attached thereto the exact text of the proposed ord1nanc~, lf_th~ 
Council passes the proposed ordinance wjth amendments and a maJot1ty 
of the sponsoring committee do not disapprove the a~en~ed form by a . 
statement filed with the Secretaryof the council with:n 10 days of ,ts. 
passage by the Council, the ordinance need not. be sub~itted to the 
voters, If the council fails to enaGt the ,ord1nance ,n a~ a.c!=eptable 
form within 60 days ,afte.r the final deternnnat1on of s~ff1c1ency Of the 

... ~-.. ~H~-: H•» ~.-,1...; .... ~.,,,,..,.,1i:,.l"I he. . .nl"r"d r,n,.thn..ti~1Jnt .at.·t.be next, . 



into two or more wards. !he noundar1es ot sa10 waros sna11 oe as tney 
now are or may hereafter be established by ordinance of the City Council. 

Section 1.03. PRECINCTS. The· City Council shall have the power by -
ordinance to change the number and the boundaries of the precincts within 
each ward. -

Section 1.04. PmJERS OF THE CITY, The City shall have a11 powers 
which it may now or hereafter be poss1h1e. for a mun,cipal corporation in 
this state to exercise in h11rmony with the constitutions of this state 
and of the United States. It is the -intention of this· charter to confer 
upon;the cityevery power which it would hav~ if itwerespecHicany • 
rnent10ned. The charter shaJ l be cons trued 11 bera lly in favor of the 
city and the specific mention of particular municipal powers in other 
sections of this charter does not limit the powers of the city to those 

_ thus mentioned. Unless granted to some .other officer or body, all powers 
are vested in the City Council . -

CHAPTER 2 

Form of Government 

Section 2 ,.01. FORM OF GOVERNMENT. The form of government es
tablished by this charter is the ."Council - Administrator Plan11

• Ex
cept as otherw1s.e provided by law or this charter, all powers of the 
.city are vested in the Council. The city Administrator shall be the 
head of the administrative branch of the City Government and shall be 
responsible to the Council for the proper administration of delegated 
city affairs. · · · 

Section 2. 02~ BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENTS, In addition 
to the electfve officers of the C1ty, there shall be a Board of H.ealth, 
a Utilities Corrmi.ssion, a Fire Department and a Police Conmission, the 
duties, powers and form of organization of which shall be as defined. 
herein or by existing ordinance or state law. 

Section 2.03. COUNCIL COMPOSITION AND ELECTION. The Council sha11 
be composed of a mayor and council members who sha 11 be qualified 
electors and two council members shall represent each ward. Each councn 
member sha 11 serve for .a term of four years and until the successor is __ 

. elected and qualifies. The Mayor sha l_l serve for a term of two years and · 
unt:il the successor is elected and qualifies. · 

Section 2;04 •. INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES. No member of the Council shall 
b~ appoin~ed .city .administrator, nor s~a11 any mem~er hcfld.any paid muni
cipal off, ce or emp loyrnent .under the c1 ty; and unt, l one year after the 
expiration of thefr term.as mayor or council member; no former member 

- shall be appotnted to any paid appointive office or empfoyment under the 
city which was created or for which the compensation was ini;:reased during 

.his term of.office. The members of the Voluntary Fire Department.
Voluntary Police Reserve and Voluntary Ambulance Service shall not be con
sidered a paid employee or officer of the city by vf,rtu.e of those posittons. 

SectionZ.05,~ VACANCIES. An elective office becomes vacant when 
the personelectl:!d ·or appointed thereto dies before taking off.ice or fa1l s 
tq qualify, or the incumbent dies, resigns in writing filed with the _ . 
secretary ofthe Council, is convicted of a· felony,;ceases to reside in. 

·:--r"'~-._•. -'.", .. _ th_e_-_ c_ ity, o_ r fs._ad~ud __ ._ged _in_ qompetent_f>_Y a co_urt_ o_ f compet~nt j_uri sd __ i_Gti on. 
Jn each such case the Council s.hall by resolution declare the vacancy to 

• 1 - · exist a.nd shall forthwith appoint an .eligible person to fill the vacancy 
'for the temai11der of-t~e unexpired term. 

. Section 2.06. THE MAYOR._ The Mayor shall serve as President and 
- shall preside.at meetings of the Council and shall have a vote as a _ 

member. The Council shall choose from its members a Vice Presi.dent. The 
Vice Presi~ent shall serve as President in the Mayor's absence and as · 

- the Mayor in case .of the ~ayor' s djsahHi ty or absence from the Ci t.v. 
The May~r shall be recognized as head of the City Government for all 
ceremonial purposes, by the courts for the purpose of serving civil 
proces~,.and.b_y the Governor for purposes of martial law, but shall have 
no adm101 stra twe duties. -

Section 2. 07 .. SALARIES. The Mayor and Council Members sha 11 re
ceive such qompens~t~on as 1s fixed by the Council in accordance with 
law. Th7 City Adm1n1s~rator and all subordinate officers and employees 
of ~h~ city shall receive such salaries or wages as may be fi.xed by the 
Council, -

. S~cti?n 2.9s. INVESTIGATION OF CHY- AFFAIRS. The council ina make 
1nvest1gat1ons 1nto the affairs of the City and the conduct of an/cit 
dep~r~ment, office or agencr and for this purpose may subpoena witness~s
~i:1~~ste~1 oa~h~

1
, take _testimony,_ and require tre :iroduction of evidence' 

unc, s a . provide for an audit of the city's accounts at least· · 
once. a _year by. the State Department in charge of such work or b a 
Cert1f1~d P~bhc Acco~ntant. At any time the Council may provtae fo 
!~/~~mmat,on ?d audit Qf the accounts of any city off'icer or agenc; 
inuni~ip~iy cb~~~~/ for any survey or research study of any subject of -

- U Sectio~ 2.99. lflTERFERENCES WITH ADMINISTRAHON Except f th 

~n~p~~: ~~m~~~~1 ~ba i~d d!~ie~nga;~~nc~~~~~J Sec~~on if' ~8, the Cou~~il e 
ployees under the j • d. t· · C1 Y o 1cers and em-
administrator, and_· ~;i~h~~ ~h~ g~u~~i 1 a~~i n!~t~~~~c tf 1~~m;~;o~~~ 1 ihe 
i;i:a~~f;~s to any subordinate of the Administrator either publjcly or 

thereof., make .such nominat1 ons ~or appo!ntmem: ~s 1;ne Mayor 1s autnor1zeo 
to make by this Charter, but which require confirmation by the City 
Counci 1. 

At the regular monthly meeting in Uctober of each year/the C-ity· 
Counci,1 shall also appoint a City Assessor, whose term of office shall 
begin on the Tuesday next following. 

Section 3,06. SECRETARY OF COUNCH., The City Clerk shall act as 
secretary to tile Counc1land shall keep"";:• jourNJ t>f council proceedings 
and perform such ot~er duties as this _charte~ ?r the Council may requil"e. 
The council may des1gnate any other c1ty off1c1al or employee except the_ 
c 1 ty administrator or a member of the counci1 to ··act as secretary of 
the Council. --

Section 3.07. -RULES OF PROCEDURE AND UORUM. The Council shall 
determine its own ru .es :an or er of usrness. majority of all members 
shall. constitute a quorum, .but a smaller number may adjourn from time 
to time. ihe Council may by rule provide a means by which a minority 
may compel the attendance.of absent members. 

Section 3.08. OROINAN.CES, RESOLUTIONS AND MOTIONS, Except as 
otherwise provided in this Charter, all legislatfon shall be by ordinance. 
The votes .of Council Members on any action taken shal 1 be recorded in · 
accordance with Statute. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, 
an affirmative vote PY a majority of all the mem)lers of the Coundl shall 
be required for the adoption of all ordinances and resolllti ons. -

Section 3. 09. PROCEDURE ON ORDINANCES. Every proposed ordinance 
shall be presented in writing. NQ ordinance shall contain more than 
one subject which shall be clearly expressed in its title. The enacting 
clause shall be, ''THE CITY OF NEW PRAGU[ORDAINSfl. No ordinance except 
an emergency ordfoance shall be adopted at the meeting at-which it i_s . 
introduced and at least three days Sh.alt elapse between its introduction 
and final passage, 

Sec ti.on 3. 1 O. EMERGENCY ORDINANCES. An emergency ordi narice is an 
ordinance necessary for the 1rmned~ate preservation of the public peace~ 
health, morals,safety or welfare· 1n which the emergency is defined a_nd 
dee la red in _ ~ prei;lrnb le and the ordinanc~. is -adopted by majority vpte " · 
of· the Counc, 1 . · 

- Section 3,.11. PROCEDURE ON RESOLUTIONS. Every resolution shall be 
presented in writing and read rn fuJt6erore adoption; unless the read
ing .is aispensed with by unanimous consert, 

Section 3.12, SIGNING AND PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES AND .RESOLUTIONS. 
Every ordinance or resolution pass~d by the Council shall be signed by 
the Mayor, attested by the Secreta:rl of the Council, and filed and pre-
served by the Secretary. Every orctmmc~ shaH be published at least 
once in the official newspaper, To"the;extent and in th,e manner pl"o-
vided by faw, an ordinance may incorpora,te by reference a statute, state 
administrative .rule or regulatido of Minnesota, a code, orordiniince· or 
part thereof without pub1 ishing the material referred to in fu1 i; . ' . . { 

Sect.ion 3 .13. WHEN. ORDiNANCES AND RESOLUTIONS TAKE EFFECT. Every 
Resolution and Emergency Ordinance shaH/take effect 1mmed,ately upon 
its passage or at .such later date as it~pecifies. Every other ordinance 
shall take' effect 30 days after pUh1kaMon or at such later date as it 
specifies, Every ordinance and reso]µtt'o!J adop,ted by .the voters of· 
the City shall take effect i111mediate1y~pon its· adoption or at such later 
date as it specifies. · • ·- ·· ··· 1 · 

Section 4. 14. AMENDMEfJfANo· REPEAil OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Every ordinance or resolution,repeaW~,al1 or par-t o.f a prevtous 
ordinance or resolution shall give the~umber, if any, and the title 
o_ f _--~-he ordinance qr i:-esoluti_o,:ito~bali_ fe.aled tn whole o_ r in p~rt; No 
ordinance or resolut1tin shall be amende4 by reference to the·tltle , 
al one, but such .an amendilig .ordi,nartce o( resolution sha1 l set forth in 
full each section or .subdivision to be 4mended and· sha1 T inditate by 
appropriate type or symbols m1!tter to:be, omitted or added. 

. -·1 - - . -

Section 3.15. REVISION AND COU!f!OATION OF ORDINANCES. The. CHy 
may revise, reiirrange, and codify jts o~dinances with such additions 
and ~eleti9ns as may be deemed necessarg. · The 9rdinance code may. be• 
published 1n book, pamphlet or continuo~sly revised loose leaf fqrm __ 
and copi.es shall )le made available by tije Council at the• City Of.fices I 
for ~ener:a 1 ~istri butior\ to the pubjic:Jre7 9r for ·a r~aso~abl e charge. 
Pub~1cat1on 1n such a code shall be a si[ff1c1ent ;iubl1cat1(m of any 
ordinance ~r9vi s! on not previously pub11sh~d if a .noti~e that .copie~ • 
of the codification are available· at t~e C1ty Off1ces 1s publ 1shed ,n 
the official.newspaper for at 1easftwolsuccessive weeks. ·· 

CHAPt£R, 4~ _ 

Eiections 

~ection 4.01. THE REGULAR MUIHCI-PAL .ELECTtoN. A tegular municipal 
e 1 e.c t1 on sha 11 be held on the first Tuesday after the .'fi rsf Monday· in 
November of eac~ odd numbered year commencing in 1975 at such place or 
pla~es as the C~ty Council may designate. At least two weeks published 
notice of the time and place of hOJding· such election and of the officers_ 
~o be.elected shall be given, but failure to give such notice shall not 
1 nva hda te the el ec::ti on, · .·_ 
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thereof make su,h nominatrnns tor appornunem: as tne i'layor 1s airtnornea 
to make'by this Charter, but ,1hich requira confirmation by the City 
Council. 

At the regular month1Y meeting ,nTietaher~of each yeai,the City 
.Council sha11 a:1so appoint a City Assessor, whose term of office shall 
begin on the Tuesday next following. 

section 3.06, SE':CRETARV OF COUNClt,c The City Clerk shall act as 
.sec:retar~• to the Council a1!a shall ½et1p a> jourrral of council p-roceedings 

. and perfo~nt such other du~1es as th1s,charte~ ?r the council mq.y require~ 
T~e Coun~1! may designate any other city Dff1c1alor employee except the 
c1ty admmi.strator or a member of the council to act as secretary of ·· 
the Counci 1 • 

S~cti~n 3.07. RULES OF PROCEDVRE A~D QUORUM. The Council shall .. 
deternnne ,~s own rules and order of business •. 'I\. mi:'ljority of all members 
shall; constitute a guorumy but a smal!er number may .adjourn from time · 
to time. The Council may by rule PTOVlde a mei:'lns by which a minority 
may compel the attendance . of absent members. 

St;ction 3 :OB. . ORDI~ANCES, RESOLUTIONS ,AND MOTIONS, Except as 
otherwise provided. ,n th1 s Charter, all _leg, slat:ion shall be by ordinance. 
The votes of_Counc1l Members on any actJon tak!'!n shall be recorded in . 
accord~nce \?1th Statute. E~ce~t as otherwise provided in this Charter, 
an aff1rmat1ve vote by a ~aJor1ty of ·a1: the members of the Council shall 
be required for the adoption of a 11 ordinances and resoluti ans. 

Section 3.09. _PROC~D~RE ON O~DINANCES. Every proposed ordinance 
shall be prese~ted 1n wr1trng._ No ordinance shall contain more than 
one subject wh1chnshall be clearly expressed in its title. The enacting 
clause sha11 be,. THE ClTY OF NEW PRAGUE ORDAINS''. No ordinance except 
an emel'gency ordinance shall be adopted at the meeting at which it is 
introduced and at least three days snal1 elapse between its introduction 
and final passage. · · 

" . 

Section 3,10. EMERGENCY ORD~NANCES. An emergency ordinance is an 
ordinance necessary for the Jmmed:ate -preservation of the public peace 
hea 1th, m~ra ls ,safety or welfare 1rwhich the emergency is defined and' 
declared m ~. preamble and. the ordinance is ,adopted .. by majority vote 
of the. Counc1 l . . •. · ' 

, , ... ~e~tiQn 3.lL PROCEDlJRE ON RESOLUTIONS. Every resolutionshall be 
presented in Writing anq read 1ft fu!l'before adoption, unless the read

. irig ·is dispensed with by unanimous consent; 
. ' . ~ -

s~ctfon 3 .12. SIGNING ANDPUl3LICAllON OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 
· Ever,Yordi'nance. orreso1uti on passed by the Council shall be signed by 

.. the Mayor, attested tiy the Secretary of the Council, and filed and pre
. serye~ by the S~c~etar,Ys Evert ordinance shalil be PU.blished at least 

once 111 the off1c1al newspaper, To the, extent and 1n the manner pro-
vided by law, an ordt:nartce may incorporate by reference a statute, state 
adrnin.istrative rule or regu1atidn of.Minnesota,. a code, or ordinance or 
part theteof without publtshing th~ \Tlaterial referre1 to. in fr.ill. 

·. ··.·. · Sectfon 3, 13, WHEN ORDINANCES-'ANO RfSOLUTIONS TAKE EFFECT. Every 
Resoh1tion and Emergency Ord1nance sh&lltake effect 1mmed1ately upon 
its, passage or ~.t such later date as It:sp~cifies. Every.other ordinance 

· shall take' effect 301:lays after publication or at such later date as it 
.specifies~ Every ordinance and ·resoMion adopted by the vbter.s of · 
the. City st)all take effect tmmedi.ately upon its' adoption or at such later 
date as H spec:ifi.es. 

Sect ion 3. 14. AMENDMENT ANO'. REPEAL OF ORD lNANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Every or:di nance or .resolution .repealing a 1l or part of a previous . · · 
orairlance br resolution sha11 give the number, if any, and the title . 
of the~ordinance or. resolutj on to be Je].ealed in whole or in part. No 
ordinance or. reso1utiort shall be-amendea by refe:rence to-the title "· 
alone,but suchan amending ordinance of-resolution shall.se~ forth in 
full each section ot subdivfafon to be amended and shall 1nd1cate by
appropri ate type or symbb 1 s matter to: be omitted or added. 

Se.cti on 3 ,15 .. REVIS ION AND con!EICATlON OF ORDINANCES. The CitY 
rnay revis~. rearrange, and codifyttsordinances w~th such additions 
and de 1 et1 ans as may be deemed necessary. The. ord1 nance code may be·· 
pubUsh~d tn book, pamphlet or continuously revised loose leaf form 
and copies shal] be made available by the CouncH at the City Orf fees 1 · fOr general distdbutfon to the publiC· free or for a reasonable charge. · 

··. Pub!ication fti such a code shall be a sufficient. :;iublfcation of any · 
ord1hanc.e ~l:'?Vis~ on. not previ 61Jsly publish~d if .a. noti~e tha t,copie~ 
of the cod1t"1cat1on are available at tM Clty Offices 1s pub11shed in 
the offfo5al,newspaper for a.t least two successive weeks. • 

Elections 

· fection 4.01. THE REGULAR MUNJClPAL ELECTION. A regu1ar municipal 
elect,on shall be· held on the first Tuesdayafter the 'first Monday i.n 
November of each odd numbered year commencing in 1975 at sach place· or 
pla~es as the C~ty Council may desig11ate. At least two weeks published 

t
not1ce. of the t1me and P1ace of holding such eiectfon and 9f the officers 
,o be _elected shan be given, but failure to give such notice shall not . 
rnva llda te the• election. · · · · · 

ievy -~f-t;x;s~"~~ the-salarie~· of city officers' or employees may be 
proposed by a petition which shall state at the head of each'page or 
attac~ed the.reto the exact text of the proposed ordinance. If the 
Coun_c~l- passes.the pro~ased ordinanc: with amendments and a majority 
of the spon~orrng _comunttee do-not d1sapprove t~e amen~ed form by a 
statement f1 led w1th the Secretary of the Counc11 within lO days of its 
passage by the CouncH, the ordinance need not be submitted to the 
voters. If the Council fails to enact the ordinance in an acceptable 

. form wfthfn 60 days after the fina.l determination of sufficiency of the 
petition, t.he ordinance sha.11 be placed on. :tfie l:la11ot at the rie:tt . 
election occurring in the city. If no election is to occur within 120. 
days after the filing of the petition, the Council sha 11 call a Specia 1 
election on the ordinance to be held wHnin such period. If a majority 
of those voting on the ordinance vote in its favor, it sha11 become . 
effective 30 days after adoption un.less the ordinance specifies a later 
effective date, · 

Section 5.06. REFERENDUM. Any ordinance subject to the inHiative . 
may be subjected to referendum by a petition which sha11 state, at the -
head of eacll page or on an attached paper, a description of the ordfoarice. 
lf the ordinance is not thereafter entirely repealed, it shall be placed· 
on the ballot at the next election or at a special election call ea· for 
that purpose, as the Council determines. If a majority of the voters· 
voting thereon favors the ordinance, it sha 11 remain in effect; if a 
majority of the electors voting thereon votes aqainst the ordinance, it 
shall be considered repealed upon certification of the eJection results. 

.CHAPTER 6 

Administration of City Affain 

Section 6.01. THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR. The City Administrator 
shall be the chief admfoistrative officer of the City and shall be chosen 
by theGouncil s'llely on the basis of training, experience, executive.and 
administratiVe qualifications. The City Administrator need not be a ·•· 
resident of the City at the time of' appointment but may reside outside 
the city while in office only with the approval of .th.e CounciL The City 
Administrator shall be appointed for an indefinite term and may be· re.; ' 
moved at any time by an affirmative vote of-a majority of the Council': . · 

_ but after serving as Administrator for one year, may demand written 
charges and a p~blic hearing on the charges before the Counc,i1 prior to 
the date when final removal takes effect .. After the hearing, if one is 
demanded', the Council may suspend the Administrator from office. With · 
the ·~PP;roval. of the Council, the Administrator may designate some properly 
qua11f1ed pe~son,t~ perform_the duties_of ~he Admintstratpr during . . · 
absence or d1 sab1 l 1 ty or whJ le the off, ce 1 s vacant. 

. ~ection 6.,02. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CITY I\DMlNISTRATOR. The City 
Admrn1strator shall be responsible.to the Council for the adminjstration 
of the city's affairs and sha 11 have the powers and duties set forth in 
the following subdiVis:fons: · · 

Subd. J. The City Administrator shall see that this Charter and the 
laws, ordinances, and resolutions of the,City are enforced.. · · 

~ubd. 2. •. The City Ad1;1ini~trator shall att~nd .all meetings of the 
~ou~c1l ~nd ma~. take part ,n d1scu~s1on but not vote; but the Council in~y, 
,in 1 ts d:scret1 ~n, exclude the Admrn1 strcator from .. any meeting at which · · 
removal 1s considered. • · · . 

·. · . 'Subd. 3. The Ci.ty Administr~tor shall reco1TJ11end :to the Council for 
adoption su~h.measure~ 1:s are.necessary for the welfare of the people, . 
and the efficient admrn1strat1on of the city's affairs. . . ' ·· 

. Subd. 4. _The ~ity Adm!n~str:ator shall keep the Council fully ad~ 
vised _on the !10anc1al cond1~1on and needs of the City, and shall pre
pare· and submit to t~e Counc1l the annual budget and capital program. 

Subd, 5. The City Administrator shall submit to the Council and 
make available to the pt1blic a complete report on the finances and 
administrative activitie.s of the City at the end of ea<:;h fiscal year. 
. Subd. 6.~ The City Administrator shall see that a11 contracts en-
tered into by the City for pubTic improvements or other' purposes are
faHhfully and hcmestly_ performed by the con.tractor, and that all 
street and other worl ordered or autnori zea by the City Council is 
properly performed. The City Administrator shall carefully inspect 
all work done and alJ materials fUrnishedl whether on contract or other-. 
wise, and. make report to the CHy Council from .time to time during the · 
progress of the worK, and upon final completion thereof; shall approve 
al 1 bi 11 s and estimates for such work before· payment. No work sha11 be 
finally accepted until final inspection and.approval by the City 
Administrator. . . . . . 

Subd, 7. The City Administrator· sha11 · perform such other duties 
and have such btherpowers as are prescribed by Charter or may be re-',,. 
qui red by the Counci l. · · · · 

Section 6,03. ADM1NISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION. The Coun~il may by 
ordinance establish city departments, .offices and age\,cies and prescribe 
their functidns. No power or duty conferred by this Charter' upon a , 
par ti cu 1 ar office or agency sha 11 be transferred to any other·. " 

Section 6.04. PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS. The City Administrator 
shall be the c.hief purchasing agent of the City. All city purchases 
and contr~cts shall be made or let by the City Administrator when the 
amount involved does not exceed $1 ,000,00 or by approval of the Ci'ty 
council not to exceed 'the 1 imit set by State Statute. AJl o.ther pur
chases shall be made and all other contracts Jet by the Council. Con
tracts shall bemade in compliance with the uniform contracting law, 
and whenever competitive bids are required, the contract shall be let 

f l 
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to the lowest responsib1e bidder. All contracts, bonds and instruments 
- of any kind to which the City is a party shall be signed by the Mayor 

and the City Administrator on behalf of the City and shall be executed 
fo the name of the City. The Counci1 may by ordinance adopt further 
regulations for- the making of bids and the letting of contracts. 

Section 6.05. SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. There shall be a city clerk 
and such other officer,5 subordinate to the City Administrator as the 
Council may establish by ordinance. · The City Clerk sha11 be subject 
to the direction of the City Administrator and shall have such duties 
in connection with the keeping of the public records, the custody and 
disbursement of the public fund$, and the general administration of the 
city's affairs as the Council ma.'( prescribe. The City Clerk may be 
;designated to act as ·secretary of the Counci 1 and al so as Treasurer. 
The Council may by ordinance abolish offices which have been created 
by ori;!inance and it.may combine the duties of various offices as it ma-y 
see·f;t. · 

Section 6.06. CITY ATTORNEY. The City Attorney shall be a person 
who ha~ been admitted to practice in the Courts of this State prior to 
appointment.· The City Attorney shall be the 1eqal advisor of and 
attorney for the City and al·l departments or officeJ's thereof :in re-
lation to their official powers and duties. -• · 

Section 6.07. CITY ASSESSOR. The City Assessor shall have and 
possess all of the qualifications, authority, riqhts, powers and duties 
of assessors under the General-Laws of the State, now or hereafter en
acted, together with the right to appoint a deputy or deputies ·subject 
to the approval of the City Counci L ' -

.---· 

. . . Secticm 6.08. BOARD OF HEALTH. The Board of Health, created under 
th1 s Charter sha 11 be composed of three resident free ho 1 ders one of 
whom shall _be designated in appointment as Health Officer of'the city 
and e~e~ut1Ve ot ~he Board. The Health Officer shall be a qualified 
practicing phys1c1an, and sha 11 receive as compensa tioh for services 
such sc1lary as the City Council may detennine at the .time of appoint
ment. All members of the.Board shall be ~ppointed by the ~ayor, with 
thE! approva! of_the Counc1l held under this Charter and at the regular 
annua 1 . meeting. in each year thereafter. Their tenure of office sha 11 
be until their successors are duly app"Dinted anq qu_alified. _ · • 

'.h~Board, in_addition to enforci.ng the ordinances of the City 
pertaming to sa~1tary condi~i~ns and the public health, sha 11 perform 
all duties. prescribed for mumc1paJ health boards and healthofficers 
by the la~s of the State, and fr! the performances of. such duties they 
may exerc1 se a 11 the powers conferred by said 1 aws. 

Section ~.09. POLICE COMMISSION. A Police Commission of three member 
sha'.lbe _appo1nte~ by the Mayor, wit~ the approval of the City Council, _ 
at its f1rst_meet1ng after the adoption of this Charter, one member for 
-the term ending on the 1st day of January 1977; one for a term ending on 
the_1s~ day;of January 1978; and one ending on the 1st day of January 1979 
~eg,nn,ng w1~h the ye~r 1978 and every year thereafter at the regular meet 
1ng of th~ City Council, one conmissioner shall be appointed by it for 
a term of thr:e years. The members of the commission sha11 serve with-
out compensat1on. · ·. · 

. . "fhe' llJa~n function ?f ttre commission _will be to recommend to the City 
Coun.c1 l act1ons concern mg all types of poltce activity. 

. Section .6. 10, .FIRE DEPARTMENT. The CHy Council shall have the power 
to make aq ~egu!at10ns r:-easonable ne~es~ary for the prevention of fires 
andthe el1mrnat1on of fire hazards w1thrn the City. The City council 
sha!l have the power_also to authorize the purchase of all apparatus, 
equipm~nt? and suppl~es_necessary for the extinguishing of fires; to erect 
f1.re stat1o~s and. buildings ~eede~ for the proper. housing of such appara
tus and equipment, to_estabhsh fire !llarm systems and other devices for 
the pr?mpt_and effective ha-,dling of fires; and to authorize support, 
and mamtarn an adequate and efficient department of fire companies, and 
to establish by ordinance the rules and regulations for the government 
thereof. • . · • -

; . . 5ectlo~ 6. 11. CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT. At its annual meeting each 
.cyear, .the Fite Department shalt elect a chief of the Fire Department. 

. ,suc;h.election shall be on the basis of merit and experience ,and subject 
- to the •approval of the Counci J. · The Chief of the Fi re Department sha 11 

also act as fire Marshall of the City. 

CHAPTER 7 

Taxation and Finances 

w~ich it relates has been supported by an itemized bill, pay roll or 
t1me sheet or other document approved and signed by the responsible City 
officer who vouches for its corrections and reasonableness. ·-

Section 7 .08. ALTERAT~ONS IN THE BUDGET, After the budget resoluti:on 
has bee~ adopted, the Cou~ci 1 sha 11 not increase the amounts fixed in the 
reso'.ution beyond the e~t,mated receipts except to the extent that actual 
receipts exceed ~he _est,ma!e. At any time the Council may, by resolution 
approved by a maJor1 ty of 1 ts mem~ers, reduce the sums appropriated for 
any purpose by the budget resolution or authoriie the transfer of sums 
from unencumbered balances of appropriations in the budget resolution to 
other purposes. ·, 

Sec ti on 7. 09. FUNDS.. There sha n be mil i nta i ned in the City 
Treasury a g~neral fund and ?~ch other funds as may be required by 
statute! ordinancE: or resolution. The council may, by ordinance or 
resolution, make rnter-fund 1 oans, except from trust and agency funds 
as it may deem necessary and a~propriate. ' 

/ Section 7 .10. C~TY ~NDEBTEDNESS. Except as provided in .Section 
7. l l and 7. 12 ! no ob 1,ga ti ons sha 11 be ; ssued to pay current expenses, 
but the ~ounc1 l may iss~e and sell obligations for any other municipal 
purpose 1n accor~ance w, th 1 aw and within the limitations prescribed 
by law. Except rn the case of obligations for which an election is · 
not required by this Charter or by law:i no such obligations shall be 
i.ss~ed and sold wit~out the approva1 of the majo'i-t[ty of the voters ., 
voting .on the question at a general orspec:ial ele~tion. s, 

Section 7 .11. TAX ANTICIPATtON CEiffIFICATES. -At any time after 
January l, the Council may issue: Certificates of Indebtedness in ant1.:. 
cipation of the collection of t~xes levied the pre,vfous· year for any 
fund and not yet collected.• The total.amount of certifjcates issued 
again~t any fund for any year together witf1 intere$t thereon until 
maturity ,shall n.ot exceed the to.tal current taxes for the fund uncol
lected at the t1rne of issuance. Such certificates shall be issued on 
such terms'1rnd conditions as the Council may determine, but they shall· 
~ecome due not later than April T of the year followfog their fssu.ance. 
•~e p~oceeds ?f _the tax le~ied for the: fund against which tax anti
cipation certificates are 1ssued.andthe,full faith and credit of the 
City shall be irrevocably pledged for toe redemption of the certificates. 

I - ,· ·- ·'..\ . .: -

_section 7:12; . EMERGENCY DEBT CERI'IFICATES. If in any year the 
receipts. from taxes or other sources from sDme unforeseen cause become 
insuffjcient for the ordinal"v expensesc1'.lf the city, or if any calamity 

·· or o!her public emer'gency necessit9tes~the .making oCextraordinary ex
. pend1tures, -the Council may by ordfnarice issue.on such .terms and in 

such manner as the Cound1 deterniinen)nergency debt certificates to• 
. ~un rn;>t to exceed three years. A tax sufficient to pay prini;ipal and 

interest on such certificates with the margin required by 1aw shal,l be 
levied as required by law. The ordinance authorizing ari issue of such 
emergency debt certificate shafl state"lhe nature of the. emergency and 
be approved by a majority vote of the Council. It rnay be passed as an 
emergency ordinance. · 

Public !mprovements and Sp,ec:ial Assessments · 

Section 8.01. POWER TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS AND LEVY ASSESSMENTS. The 
City may make anytype of public improvement not. forbidden by law and . 
levy special assessments to pay anorany part of ,the cost of su,<;:h-im~ 
provements as are of a local character. Jhe t9ta·l assessments .for any 
local improvement may not exceed the cost oi: the,, improvement, incluc!ing 
a 11 costs and expenses. connected therewith, with 'i.11terest. No assessment 
shall exceed the benefits to the property. · · 

Section 8.02. ASSESSMENTS FOR SERVICES. 'The .Council may provide 
by ordinance that the cost of .city services to stre1;?ts, sidewalk$, or· 
other public or private property may be assessed against .property bene
fited and collected in the same manner as special assessments. 

Section 8,03. LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROCEDURE. When the City ,under
takes any local improvement to which the state local improvement cod.e. 
applies, it shall comply with the provisions of that law. The Council 

- may by ordinance prescribe the procedure·to be followed in making any
other local improvern~nt and, levying assessments therefor. 

CHAPTER. 9 

Eminent Domain 
.-:'-.;;,,-

section 9.01. ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY •. The °City may acquire, by. 
purchase, gift, condemnation, or otherwlse, a,w property; either within 
or without its boundaries, that may be needed by the City for any public 
purpose. Io. acu., ring: f'!roperty ,by ,e~erciii\i:ng the, .power ;e~f emipeot domain, 
the City ~~a1J_pr~<:f:!ed according'tg l-1in.!]~s·CJta __ Stat1,1te~~- GJJ~P,.t.er,:;1;1J or __ 
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which it relates has been supported by an itemized bill, pay roll or 
time sheet or -0ther document approved and signed by the responsible City 
officer who vouches for its corrections and reasonableness. · 

Section 7 ,08. ALTERAT~ONS IN THE BUDGli., After the budget resolution 
has been adopted, the Council shall not increase the amounts fixed in the 
reso}ution beyond the e~timated receipts except to the extent that actual 
rece1 pts exceed !he. e_s t1ma~. At any time the Council may, by reso 1 ution 
approved by a maJOri ty of 1 ts mem~ers,, redu.ce the sums appropriated for 
any purpose by the ·budget resolut1 on or authorize the transfer of sums 
from unencumbered balances of appropriations in the budget resolution to 
other purposes. , . 

Section 7 .09. FUNDS. There shall be milintained in the City 
Treasury a g~nera1 fund and :,~ch other funds _as may be required by 
statute1 ord1nanc~ or resolution. The council may, by ordinance or 
res?l ut1on, make inter-fund loans, except from trust and agency funds, 
as it may deem necessary and a~propriate. 

_;,/' ·. Section 7 .. 10. C~TY !NDEBTEDNESS, Except as provided in Section 
7. 11 and 7.12~ no ob~ 1gat1 ons sha 1 l be f ssued to pay current ex1>enses, 
but the Counc1l may issue and sell obligations for any other municipal 

_· purpose in accordance with 1 aw and within the limitations prescdbed 
by law. Except in the case of obligations for which an election is 
not requjred by this Charter or by law, no such obligations shall be 
issued .and sold wit~out the approva 1 of the majo~fty of the voters ., 
voting on the question at a general pr, special elet_~ion. i, 

.. Section 7 .• Tl. TAX ANTICIPATION CtRTlFICATES.At any time after 
January 1, the Council may issue Certificates of Indebtedness in ant1-
qipation of the ~~llection of taxes l~vjedthe previous year for any 
fun? ano not yet co11ect_ed. · Th-::e,.. total amount of certificates issued 
again~t anyfund for any year together with interestithereon until 
matunty ,Shft1] Mt exceed the total current taxes for the fund uncol
lected at.the time of issuance. ·suclrcertificates shall be issued on 
such terms''and cond.itions as the Council may determine, but they shall 
eecome due not later than April l of the year following their issuance. 
•~e Proceeds of_the tax leyied for thefuncFagainst which tax a'nti
cipation certificates are 1.ssued and the full faith and credit of the 
City shall be, irrevpcably pl edged fol"' t)1e redemptiOn of the certificates.· 

. · ·• Section 7 ,12. EMERGE~CY DEBT CERUF1C:ATES, If in any y~ar the 
rece1 pts. from taJtes or other sources from s.ome urrforeseen cause become 
inspffjcient for the, ,ordinar,y expenses,c!if the. city, o.r if any cai'amity 
or o~her pub he emerg~ncy necessitates the making of extraordinary ex
pendltures, t~e-Counc1l may by ordinance issue on such terms and in. 

·such. manner as the Counci1 determines ·emergency debt certificates. to~ 
.. ~un not to exceed three years. A.tax sufficient to pay principal and 

int~rest on such certificates with ttle margin required by law sha l1 be 
lev1ed as required by Taw., The ordinance authorizing an issue of such 
emergency debt certi fie ate s.tla 11 · state . the nature· of the emergency and 
be approved by a majority _vote of the Council. It may be passed as an 
emergency ordinance. · 

CHAPTER 8. 

Public_ !mgrovements and Specjal Assassments 

.. Section 8.01. POWER TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS AND LEVY ASSESSMENTS. The 
.· City may make any type of public improvement not forbidden by law and 

Jevy special assessments to pay all or any part Qf .the cost of sUfh im~ 
provements as are of a local character. Jhe tota·l assessments Jor_ any 
local improvement may not exceed the cost ~f the;,.improvement. including 
all costs and expenses. connected _therewith, with _interes.t. N.o· assessment 
sha:1 l exceed the benefits to the property. · · .· · 

Section 8.02. ASSESSMENTS FOR SERVICES. i The Council may provide 
by ordinance that the cQst of city services to strej:!ts, sidewalks,-or 
other public or private property may be assessed agafm;t property bene
fited and collected in the same manner as special assessments. 

Section 8,03. LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROCEDURE. When the City _under
takes any local improvement to which the state local improvement code 
applies, it shall comply with the provisions of that law. The Council 
may by ordinance prescribe the procedure to be followed in making any 
c,ther l,ocal improvement and. levying assessments therefor .• 

CHAPTER! -9 

Eminent Domain 

Section 9.0l; ACQUISITION" OF PROPERTY. The City may acquire, by, 
pur.chase, gift, condemnation, or otherwi,se,, any property, either within 
or without its boundaries, thilt may be needed by t~e City for any public 
purpose:. ln .. aculri ng; property, .~y .exercis:i:ng. th~. ppwer -of emi pent domain, 
th!! City ~9al} ~ pr~ceed .according.' to 'Mi m1e·sota ,Statyt,e~:. •C.b~p.t.ertllJ or 

(3) An Interest Fund for each issue of bonds, certificates of in-· 
debtedness, or othe~ flln~e~ obligations of the City, issued for or on 
account of any pubhc ut11lty, out of which shall be paid the interest~ _ 
thereon. ~ 

. _ (4) A Depr~ciation and Rep1ac~m~nt fund fo~ each utility, out of 
wh1 ch ~ay be. pa 1 ~ ~he cost of. r~pa 1 ring, rep lac, ng, reconstructing, ,or 
otherw, se _ma,nta,n1 n~ such -ut: l ~ ty or any machinery, equipment, or 
other art1cles o~ thing pertaining thereto. The Commission, however, 
shall have the right to use the money 1n the Depreciation Fund for the 
purcrya~e of new ~quipment, if necessary, replacing same with bonds or 
certificates of rndebtednes~ from the Utilities, which are to be repaid 
to. the fund on the same bas, s as tho the money was borrowed from a · 
private bank or corporation. 

(5) The Commission may front time to time hereafter establish suc.h 
other funds as '!n its opinion may be necessary or proper, and provide 
t~e means by wh1 ch they sha 11 be es tab 1 i shed and maintained and the 
d:sbursements to be made therefrom, and may make such other provisions 
with respect thereto as it deems proper, · · 

Section 11.04. INVESTMENT OF SINKING, INTEREST, AND DEPRECIATION 
AND REPLA~EMENT FUNDS. Sufficient money shall always be retained in 
each Sinking ~nd Interest Fund to provide for the prompt payment when 
due,of the principal and interest of the obligations for which such 
fund was created,. and there shall also be retained in each DepreciatiOn 
and.Replacement Fund, sufficient money for the reasonable requirements 
of such fl.Ind. Such moneys shall be deposited in the depository or de
positories of the City designated by the City Council, or may be invested 
in Certificates of Indebtecfness from other City Funds.·· No investment of 
any moneys belonging to any such fund shall be made except by resolut;ion 
adopted by unanimous vote_ of the Commission. In 'order that loss on_ . _ . 
account thereof may be avoided, it is hereby made the duty of the Commission tc, maka careful, inquiry and investigation as to the security of any such i 
investment before the same is made. -

CHAPTER 12 

General Provisions 

Section 12,01, OFFICIAL PUBLICATION, The Counci] shall annua1Jy,at 
its first 111eeting of. the year, designate a legal newspaper of general 
circulation in the City as its offidal newspaper in which ~hall be pub
lished the Council Minutes, Ordinances, Annua.l Financial Statement, and 
other matters required by law to be so published as well as such other. 
matters as the Council may deem it in the public interest to have 
published in this manner. 

Section 12.02. OATH OF OFFLCE; Every elected or appointed officer 
. of the City sha 11 , before entering upon the duties of o:fice, take and 

subscribe an oath of office in substantially the followinq form: "l do. 
solemnly swear (or affirm} to su.pport the constitution of th~ United 
States and of this state and to discharge faithfully the dut1es de-
volving upon me as ....... (title of office) of the City of New Prague 
to the.best of niy judgment and ability". ·, .. 

. SecffonT2.03. · OFPICI:AL BONDS. The City Administrator; the City 
Clerk, the City Treasurer, and such other officers or employees <if the .. 
City as may be specified by ordinance shall each, before enterinq upon 

_· the duties of their re~pective office or employment, give a corpora.te 
· surety bond to the City as security for the faithful performance of -... 

·-.their official duties a.nd {he safekeeping of the public funds •. Such 
bonds sharl be in. such form and amount as the Council determines and 
may be eithE?r individual or blanl<et bonds at tire discretion of the 
Council. they.shall be approved by the City Council and filed with , 
the City Clerk. The provision of state laws relatinq to official bonds 
not inconsistent wjth.th'is charter shall be complied with. The premiums 
on such bonds sha 11 be paid by the City. ·. 

. -
. - - . ·- - ; 

Section 12,04.- OFFICIAL INTEREST IN CONTRACTS. Except as otherw1§e 
permitted by law,. no officer of the City who is authorized to take parit • 
in any manner in any contract with the City shall voluntarily have a , 
per_sonal financial interest in or personally benefit from such contract. 

Section 12.05. SALE OF REAL PROPERTY. No real property of the(:ity, 
shall be disposed of except by ordinance. The net proceeds of any sale; · 
of the property shall be used to retire any outstanding 1ndebtedness in-: 
curred by the City in the acquisitidn or improvement of the property. 
Any remaining net proceeds shall be used to finan.ce other improvements 
in the capita:l improvement budget or to retire any other bonded indebted
ness: 

Section 12.~Q .. VACATION OF STREETS, the founcil ma_y by ordiraoce .. 
approved by a maJority vote •Of the Council vacate any street or alley · , 
thereof within the City. Such vacation may be made only after published · 
notice and an opportunity for affected property owners>and publ ii: to be 
heard, and upon such further terms and by such procedure as the Council 

r t by ordinance may P,fes~d-bJ!,:1,l\,,:noti Ge ,of;tcompleti Qfl o1i. sµ:t}i, ptQC.~edi 11g&· 1 

shall be filed witb'the proper ~aunty officers in_ accordan.c·e.~ith law. 



~ .,uc..n ,;:--1 ~t.. 1.., u,:- ::.no. 1 1 ut: u~1 Lnt::· oa~ J s Ot mer 1 -c. anu expern:rnce- -ano ~upJeCL 
to the approval of the Council. The Chief of the Fire Department sha11 
also act as Fire Marshall of the City. 

CHAPTER 7 

Taxation and Finances 

, ,. i •. section 7~0L COUNCIL TO CONTROL FINANCES. The Council shalJ hav.e 
----..-·· ~· ·----· ittrthoM~m>el"'"ttt~amm.t'"fflairS'·°5'f"the Cfty~- Tt slia11 p~rovfde for 

; the co11~c::fA-0n:of •all· revenues" ,amk.-0ther assets, ·the .auditing and · 
settlement of accounts, and the safekeeping and disbursement of public 
moneys. 

Section 7.02. FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the City shall be 
the calendar year. 

. Section 7 .03. SYSTEM OF TAXATION. Subject to the Stat~ Consititutaon 
and except as forbidden by it or by State Law, the Council shall have 

· full power to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation •. This 
authority includes the power by ordinance to assess, levy, and collect 
taxes on all subjects or objects of taxation except as limited or pro
hibited by the State Constitution, by. this Charter or by laws imposing 
restrictions upon the city irrespective of charter provisions. 

Section 7.04. SUBMISSION Of= BU0GET. Annually the City Administrator 
shall submit to the Council a recommended budget in accordance With a 
budget calendar to be established by ordiJ1ance or, in the absence of 
ordinance, by September l. 

The budget shall provide a complete financial plan for the city 
funds and activities for the erisu ing fi sea 1 year and, except as required 
by law or charter, sha 11 be in such form as the Administrator deems de
sirable or the Council may require. It shall include a summary and show 
indetail an .estimated income and all proposed expenditures, including 
deb~ service and comparat~ve figures for the fiscal year, actual and 
estimated, a~d the preceding fiscal y~ar. In addition to showing pro-
posed expenditures for current operations., it shall show proposed capital ex
penditures to be made during the year and the proposed method of fi-
nand~g ·each such capital expendi tui:e~ . For .each utility .operated by . 
-the City; the budget shall show ant1c1pate<l net surplus or defidt and 
the proposed .m~thod _o! it~ disposition; and subsidiary budgets for -
~ach su.ch utility gw,ng income and expenditure information shall be 
included o~ attached as appendixes. The .total proposed operating budget 
to_ be provi.ded from the property . tax shq 11 not exceed the amounts ·· · 
aut~orized by ]aw and !his chai:ter. C?nsistent w~th these provisions, 
the-bu1get shall contain such 1nformat1on and be ,n the form prescribed 
by ordrnance and by law. .· ' . · · 

Section 7:05. CAP IT AL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. The Administrator ·
~hall prepare and submit to the Council a recommended five-year capital 
1mprovem~nt program no l~ter than. J~ne 1 of each ~ear .. The capital im
provement program shall include. a 11st of 911 capital irnprovemertts pro
po~ed to be ungert~ken dui:ing the next five f1scal years, ~ith appro;. 
pr1ate supporting information as to the necessity for such improvements· 

.. cost estim~tes, method of financing ancl rec:olll11ended tirnec schedules for ' 
l ea~h s~c~ 1mproveme~t; ~nd the. estimated annual cost of operating and 

· {m~1nta1nrng the f~c1lit1es to be constructed or acquired. This informa
.t,?n shall_be: rev~sed and extended each year for capital improvements 
still pencl~ng o~ in process, The Council shall hold a public hearing · 

· on the cap1tal ,1mprovement program and adopt H with or without amend-
ment no later than Au~ust 1 s. · · 

.... · .. Section 7;0~. COUNCIL ACTION ON BUDGET. The budget shall be con
s1dered at the f1rst r~gular m?nthly meeting of the Council in September 
and at subseque~t meetrngs untll a budget is adopted for the ensuing 

. year. The meetrng~ s~alLbe so conducted as to give interestedcithens 
a reasonable opportun1 ty to be heard, The Council may revise the pro- · 
posed ~udge.:t but no amendment to the budget sl:ii! 11 :increase the authorized 
expenditures to an.amount greater than the estimate.d income. The Council 
sh.all a~opt t~e budget not 1 ater than the first week of October by a -
resolution which ~hall set forth the total for each budgeted fund and 
each d~partment with such.segregation as to objects and purposes of 
expenditures as ~he Council deems necessary for purposes of budget con
trol. The .coun~,1 shall also adopt a resolution levyinq the amount of 

.. taxes provided rn_the budget and the Clerk shall certify the tax resolution 
· to th~ County Aud 1 tor in accordance with 1 aw not 1 a ter than October 1 o. · 

Ado~t,?n of the bU~get resolution shall constitute appropriations at the 
• begrnnrng of the fiscal year of the sums fixed in the resolution for the 

several purposes named. . · 
h 

. ~ . "Section 7.07: ENFORCEMENT OF THE BUDGET. The City Administrator 
-~ shall enforce str,ct1Y the provisions of the budget. The City Administra
J tor shal~ not authorize any payment or the incurring of any obligation 
& by/he C1t~ unless ~n_appropriation has been .made in the b.udget resolution 

1 
an there. 1s a suff1c1ent unexpended balance left after deducting the 

1 
tot~1 past, expenditures and :ncumbrances against the appropriation. No 

.. off1cer or employee of the C1ty shall place any order or make any purchase 
} except. for ~ pu~pose and to the am9unt authorized in the budget resolution 

l 
.. Any obllgat10n 1nc~rred _by any person in the employ of the City for any · 

. purpose not a,U!hor1.~ed rn_the budget resolutfon or for any amount in ex-
·. cess of_the a~ount authO~lZed shall be a personal obligation upon the J pe?o~ rncurrrng the obl 1gatfon. No check shall be issued or transfer 

· \ ma e o any account other than one owned by the City until the cl aim to 
\, ' 

. ""·· 

CHAPTER 9 

Eminent Domain 

_ Sectioi: 9. 01 .. ACQU1~1TION OF PROPERTY. The City may acquire, by 
purc~ase, 9'!ft, condem1:at1on, or otherw+se, any property, either within 
or W1 thout 1 ts b~u~darrns, that may be ne~ded by the City for any pUbl ic 
purpose. ln acu1r,ng. property by exercis1'ng the power of eminent domain 
the City s~a11 proceed according to Minnesota Statutes, Cl)apter:117 or ' 
other applicabJe law. . -

CHAPTER'.10 

Franchises 

Section 10.01. . FRANCHISES REQUrRED. Except as otherwise provided 
by law, no person, firm, or corporation shall place or maintain any · 
permaneryt or semi -permanent fixtures in, ?Ver, upon? or under any street, 
or public place for the purpose of operating a publlc utility or for any 
other purpose, without· a franc_hi se the~efor from the City. A franchise 
sha~l be granted on1y_by ordinanc~, which shap not be an emergency 
ordinance. Every ordinance granti~g a franchise shall·contairi all the. 
terms and conditions of the franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs 
of publication of the franchise ordinanc~ and shall ma,ke a sufficient 

- deposit with the clerk to guarantee publl_cation before the ordinance is 
passed. · · 

Section 10.02. TERM, No exclusive Or perpetual franchise shall ever 
~e gran~ed. No franchise !or. a term exceeding twenty years Sha, 11 be effect-
ive until approved by .a ma3or,ty of the •electors votinq. thereon. · 

Section 10.03. PUBLIC HEARING,· B~fore any franchise .o'rdinanc:e is . 
adopt~d or any rates, fares, or 1tri~e5 to be charged by a public utility 
are fixed by the _Council, the Co~nc1l shall hold a . public hearing on 
the matter. Not1ce of such hearing shal 1 be published at least once in 
the ~fficial newspaper not less than- terr days prior to :l:.he date of the 
hear mg. ·· .. . · · . 

Section 10.04 •. POWER OF RE~ULATION' RESERVE.D. Subject to any appli
cable law.the Counc1l may ~Y or~1nanc~ reasonabl¥ regulate and control 
th~ exercise of any franchise, including the ma~1mum rates, fares, ot 
prices to be charged by the grantee. No franchise value shall be in
cluded in the valuation of the grantee's property in regulating utility 
rates, fares, or prices under any applicable law;• ordinance or re
gulatfon or fo proceedings for munic::ipa:l acquisition of the qrantirn's 
property by purchase or eminent domain, . · · 

. Section 10,05. RENEWALS OR EXTENSIONS. Every renewal or modif{;. 
cat10n of a franchise,. including an existing franchise, shall be· subject ~ 
to the same limitations and shall be gra'nt~d in the same manner as a ·. · . 
new franchise. 

,· 
CHAPTER JJ ·· 

Public ownership and Oper~ting. of Utilities 

Sec ti on. n .m. ACQUISITION AND OPERAnON OF''UTIUTTES: The City 
_ may own and operate any water, gas, ligh;t, power~ heat, telephone. 

tr~n:portati?n or other P,ubli<: uti11t.yf9r ~UP.plying i~s own needJ for 
ut1l1ty service or for supplyrng utillty(Service to pn\late consumers· . 
or other Governmental agencies. It may tnnstruct an facilities reason-" 
ably. needed for that purp?se and ·may acqplr~ any existing utility pro~ 
pei:t~es so needed. The City shall·not acquire or construct any public 
~t1l 1ty unles: the proposition to acquir~ or to consti:uct it has been · 
rncorporated in an ordinance and adoptedlby the Coum:1l. Such orcHnance 
shall. no~ be. an. eme.rgency. ordinance .. · Not~ob. U ... c U. tf.1 i ty now· .. o·r. he .. reafter · 
at any time owned by the City, nor any .ert thereof 1 shall be soldt 
le~sed, or a~andoned·~xcept by ordinancerddP:ted:J)y~ac:vote ofimore.;than 
80·, of the City Counc, 1 ; and no such ordinaGce sha 11 become. effect,ve, 
until it shall ha~e be.en submitted to th~JegaLydters of the City at 
a regular or special election held therelh art~ approved by two thirds 
vote of the electors voting thereon at sbcn election: 

UTILlTIEt0 . 

. Sectro~ '.1.02. ~EW.PRAGUE UTILinEh COMMlSSION, T~e ,City of t-lew · 
Prague Ut111 tie: Comm, ss1 on appointed by: the ~itY Counc, 1 sha Tl have 
sole and e1clu~,ve management and contro)ofthe Water Works System, 
the Electric L1gh~ Plant, and the Steam Heating System, now owned and 
operated by the City and of any other utility now ot at any time here
after ow~ed or operated by the City and Mern\ined to be. a public utility 
by the City Council, . l , · 

- \" -

.. Section Jl.03. DIVISION OJ= FUNDS. ihe following funds shall· be main- · 
tamed, for which separate and di sti net ~ccounts sha1 l always be kept; 

. (1) A G:neral Fund for each public;utility, out of.whictJ shali be 
e~~~/~~/~1 i~ary a~? cu?ent expenses of ,uclr utility for !he payment of · 
be aid h . ome O Qer un.d no provfa; 00 ;1s.made, .r.nto this fund shall · 
the~eof ~o~ ~~~~~n~;!~~~me and revenues anda11 qther moneys and revenues 
· (2) A Sinkin~ Fund f~r payab~e to any .other fund: . ..·· · .. - , ·. , 
ness, or other funded oblir e~ch issue of ~on~s? cert1f1c;ates of indebted
of any public utility , · · tga;1 on~ of the: City, 1ssued fo( o~ on account 
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CHAPTER 9 

Eminent Domain 

Section 9,0l. ACQUISITION. OF PR0PERTY •. The City may acquire. by. ~. 
purchase, gift, condemnation, or otherwise, any property, either within 
or without its boundaries, that may be needed by the City for any public . 
purpose. r n acu iring: riroperty by exerci sfng the power of eminent domain, 
the City shall proceed according to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter: 117 or 
other applicabJe law. . · · · 

CHAPTER:10 

Franchises 

section 10.01. FRANCHISES REQU~RED. Except as otherwise provided 
by law, no person, firm~ or c?rporat1?n shall place or maintain any 
permanent or semi-permanent fixtures 1n, ?Ver, upon 1 or ~nder any street., 
or public place for the purpose of operating a public utility or for any 
other purpose, without ·a franchise therefor from the City. A franchise 
shall be granted only by ordinance, wh1cti sM~l not be an emergency · 
ordinance: Every ordinance grantin,g a franchise shall contajn all the 
terms and conditions of the franchise •. The grantee shall bear the costs 
of pub1tcation of the franchise ordioanc~ an~ shall make a sufficient 
deposit with the clerk to guarantee pubhcat1on before the ordinance is 
passec,I. 

Section 10.02. TERM. No excJusiVe or perpetual franchise shall ever 
be granted. No franc'fns'e' for a term exceeding twenty years shall be effect-
ive unti 1 aoproved •by.a majority of. the electors voti nq thereon. · 

Section 10.03, PUBLIC HEARING. \Before any franchise o·rdinance is 
adopted or any rates, ~a,res, or ijri~es to be charged by.~ public utility 
are fixed by the Counc1l, theCo\l/1C11 shall hold a public bearing ah 
the matter. Notice of such hearing shall be published at least once 1n 
the official newspaper not lessthan•ten days prior to the date of the 
hearing. · " · · · · · 

· ... Section 10.04. POWER Or Rt~\1\:.1\TIOR RESERVED. Subject to any appli-
cable law the Council may by ordinance reasonably regulate and control 
the exercise of any franchi.se~ inqludin9 the maximum rates, fares. or 
prices to be charged by the grantee; Ncrfranchise value shall be in-. 
eluded in tne valua;ion of the grantee's property in ~egulating utility 

· rates, fares, Dr pnces under any ,app15cab1 e law, ordinance or re-
. gulation or in proceedings for murrictpal acquisition of the grantee's 

property by purchase or eminent domarn. 

Section lQ.05. RENl:WALS OR EXTENSIONS, .Every renewal or modifi-
. cation of a franchise, including an ei<iStihg franchise, shall be subject ' 

to the same 1 imitations and shall be graoted in the same manner as 11 .· 
new franchise. . . . . 

CHAPTER Jl 
· Public Ownership and Operating of Utilit;es 

- . . ., -: ' . -- - - - -

, Sec;tian: 11,01. ACQUISITION AND OPE.RATION OF UTILITIES. The City 
may ow~ and _operate any wate~, ga~,, 1 ight, ~ower,. hea!, telephone, 
transport11tion or other public u:t1J1ty for ~upplyrng 1ts own needs for 
utility service or for su·pplyi ng ut:il ity. service to private consumers 

· or other Governmenta 1 agencies. It may constructr. all faci 1 ities reason
ably_ needed fol' that purpose a.nd ·may acqulr.e any exi stfoq Utility pro
pert1 es so needed. The City shall·not acquire or construct any public , 
utility unless .the propos.ition to acquire. or to. construct it has been 

· incorporated in an ordinance and adopted by .the Council. Such ordinance 
•. s,hall not be an emergency ordinance .. , No Public Utility now or hereafter 
.. at any time owned ,by the City, nor any i)attctherceof, s haU bE! s.o l d , 

leased, or abandoned except by ordinancttadopted by a vote of•more than 
80', of the City Councih and no such Ord~nance shall become effective 
u.ntil it shall have been submitted to the iegal voter,( of tne City at 
a regular or special election held there1n anii approved by two thirds 
vote of the electors voting thereon at such election. 

UTILlTii:S 

Sectto~ 11.02 •. NEW PRAGUE UTILITIES COMMISSION. The City of New ' 
Prague Uti h tie~ Cammi ssi o,f appoin.ted by t1ie City Council sha 11 have 
sole .and e~clu~we management and control of the Water works System, · 
the Electric L1gh~ Plant, and the Steanr Beating system, now owned and 
operated by the C1ty and of .any other uttlitY now or at any time here,
after ow~ed or operated by the City and determined to be a pub lie utni ty 
by th1c c, ty Counci 1 . · 

taine~ec}ion ~l-~3, DIVISIOri OF FUNDS, The fol101-1ing fundsshan be main-· 

( 
') or w 1c separat.e and distinct accounts shall always be kept: .. 

.d l A G~neral. Fund for each pubiic: utility, out of which sh111T be 
~~~cht~~to~i1;~;y a~~ current expens~s of· such uti 1 i ty for ~he payment of a 
be aid th e O .er fun.d no prov,sfon ,is made. Intoth1s fund shall 
the~eof no! ~~~~~~;; !1~~me and revenues and .. al 1 other moneys and revenues 

(2) A Sinkin Fund /r payable to any other fund: . . , . 
ness, or other fu~decl oblr e~eh issµe of ~onds 1 cert1f1cates of indebted
of any public utility·· · tgat,on~ of .the: C1ty, :ssued for. or. on account . 
· . • ou of which shall be pa1d the pr10<;1pal thereof. 

Section 12.~6 .. VACATION OF STREETS. The Council may by ordinance 
approved ~Y ~ maJOrl!Y vote of the Council vacate any street or alley 
thet;eof w1thrn the C1t~. Such.vaca!ion may be made only after published 
notice and an opportunity for affected property owners and public to be . 
heard,_and upon such fufther terms.and by such procedure as the council 
by ordinan~e may ~prescnb~ .. ·A natl ce of <:Ompl et:f on Of, such. proceedinqs 
shall be f1led with the proper county officers in accprdance .with law. 

Section, 12,07, CITY TO SUCCEED TO .RfGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF FORMER 
CITY. The City s~all succeed to al I trye pr,operty; rights. and privileges, 
~shall be subJect to all legal obl1gat1ons of the city under the former 
charter. · · · 

·. . Se~tion 12. 08. . EXI~TING ORDINANCES CONTINUED. All ordinances and 
r.egula~1ons of. the C~ty in force when this Charter takes effect and not 
1nc~ns1stent with this Charter are continued in full force and effect 
until amended or repealed •. 

Sectfon ~ 2, 09: PENDIN.G CON,DEMNATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS .. 
Any condemnat10n, improvement, or assessment proceedi nq in proqress when 
this Charter !akes effect shall be continued and completed under the 
laws ~nder ~h1ch such p~oceedings "'.'ere begun: Al 1 ass.essments made b_y. 
the City pr10r to the t1me when this Charter takes effect shall be 
collected as if this Charter had not been adopted. · 

Section_lZ.10. ORDINANCES TO MAKE.CHARTER EFFECTIVE. The Council 
shall by ordinance, reso1ut1011, or other appropriate action take such 
steps as may be necessaryto make effective the provisions of this 
Ch11rter. . . · 

Sec!fon 12 .1L PRESENT OFFICE.RS CONTINUED. The present officers 
of the c, ty sh~ 11 continue in their respective offices and functions . • 
an,d sha 11 contrnue to. govern the city under the 1 aws and charter pre~ 
v,ously rn effect unt11 the. officers provided for by this charter have 
been.e!ected an? qualify. They shall make such finandal and other 
prov, s1ons as w, 11 serve _to carry .on the government unti 1 a government 
has been set up under th, s Chat;ter. . · ' 

Section 12.12. TRANSITION PERIOD, The Mayor and the Council 
M~mbers el~cte~ from the _war~s 1n Apr, 1 , 1975, shall serve until the 
city orgamzat,?nal _meet,~g ,n January 1978, The Council Members whose 
term~ would e~p,re 1n April 1976, shall serve until the organizational 
meeting ~el~ in January 1976, There shall be an election for Council 
Mem~ei:-s 1n November 1975. The Council Members el.ected Shall fill the 
positrnns,hel~ by those_Courycil Members whose tenns would expire at 
the 01'.'ganua t, ona 1 meeting 1n January 1976, as referred to above. The 
Council _Member-at-Large shall serve·to the end of his term and then 
the offJce shal 1 expire. . · . 

Section 12 .13. CHARTER AMENDMENTS. Amendments to this Charter 
may be .made in accordance with the laws of MinneSota regardinq amend-
ments to Home Rule. . .. · 

Section 12.14; This charter becomes effective May l, 1975. 
., 

TO: The City Council 

FROM; City of New Prag1te Charter Commission 

We, the undersigned, being heretofore appointed by the Honorable 
Robert Breunig, Chief Judge of the First Judici a1 Oistric.t, State of 
Mi nnes.ota, as and for a Board .of Freeholders to prepare a prop()sed 
Charter for the City of New Prague, Minnesota:• po hereby pursuant 
to the order of the said Court present· to you, the City Council of · 

,, the City of New Prague, the foregoing document as and.,for a proposed 
11 Home Ru'le Charter" of the said City ofNew Prague, Minnesota. 

Dated at Neli Prague, Min-nesota, this 12th day or March, 1975. 

Julie Bates 
Paul Becker 

-.Benedict J. Bruzek 
Mrs. Tony.Dorzinski 

·. Thomas Koktavy 

Published: March 20,27, 1975 

Lucille Nltkolay 
Don Sirek 
Ted Smith 
Joe Vaughan . . 
Clarence Welter 

Members of the Charter Conmission 
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Secretary of state 
State Capitol 
State Office Bldg. 
St~ l?aul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Sir: Re: City Charter for 
City of New Prague. 

Enclosed, is a copy of the City Charter for the City of 
New Prague as adopted in. a City election on April 8, 1975. 
This is sent. to you for your records. Kindly file the 
City Charter. 

Yours very truly, 

Robert A. Tuma 
City Clerk 
City of New '.Pra,gue 


