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CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT TO CHAR'rER OF 

City of Austin, 
Mower County, Minnesota 

This is to ce:t,-tify that I; Richard Benzko:fer; ·the undersigned, am 
the City Recorder of the City of Austin, Mower County, Minnesota. That 
the seal attached hereto is the corporate seal of said City. That pur
suant to the recommendation of the City of Austin Charter Commission, 
a public hearing was duly held by the City Council of the City of 
Austin onJtme 19, 197.2, at which time the following amendments were 
submitted to a public hearing of the citizens of said City. That the 
members of the Austin City Council after said public hearing by unani
mous vote of all its members adopted ordinances amending the City 
Charter on the following amendments: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ND. l: 

PERi.~ITTING AUSTIN UTILITIES TO TAKE TITLE TO LAND IN ITS OWN 
NAME. 

That Section 2 of Chapter· 11 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said -Secti.on 2 :tn its entirety and sub
stituting in lieu thereof the following: 

n Section 2. Said boat>d of water, electric, gas and 
power commissioners may sue and be sued, plead and be 
impleaded answer and be answered tmto, appear and pro
secute unto final judgement in any court, or elsewhere, 
in the name of said board of water, electric, gas and 
power commissioners, have a common seal and alter the. 
same at pleasure. They may employ all proper engineers, 
surveyors, clerks, or other agents or assistants neces
sary or convenient for accomplishing the purposes con
templated by this chapter, and may enter upon any_ land 
or water for the purpose of making surveys for altera
tions or extensions for the same. · They may prosecute 
any action in the name of said board, against any person 
or persons, for money due for the use of water, electri
city, gas, heat, and power; for the breach of any con
tract,. expX'ess or implied,, · touching the execution or 
management of the water works, electric and gas plant, 
or any other system of lighting, power or for heating, 
and the. distribution of water, electricity or gas, or of 
any promise or contract .made to or for them; and also 
for any injury, trespass or nuisance done, caused, or 
procured to be done or caused to the water courses, and 
pipes, public electric wires, lines, conduits and machin
ery, and gas pipes and mains or any other apparatus be
longing to or connected with any part of the water works 
and electric light and power plant, and gas plant or for 
any improper use or waste of water or gas. Said Board 
may acquire land or any interest therein by purchase, con
demnation, or otherwise in i·ts own name for the purposes 
contemplated by this chapter and any other purposes herein 
to implement the powers set forth herein." 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2 

PEl~lITTING WATER MAINS AND WATER LINES TO BE CONSTRUCTED WHEN DE
TERl'-UNED NECESSARY FOR A CONNECTION CHARGE SET BY BOARD. 

That Section 26 of Chapter 11 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said Section 26 in its entirety and sub
s·tituting in lieu thereof the following: 
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1 Sec·tion 26. Water Mains; Connection Charges. 11 

(a) Water mains and .water lines may be const:ructea. 
and extended as and when determined- by the Board 
to be feasible and necessary in order to supply 
water to the inhabitants of the City of Austin. 

(b) As a condition to connecting or tapping into a 
,iJater main or water line, the Board may impose 
and collect a connection charge. In order that 
said connection charges be fairly and uniformly 
imposed the Board shall establish a schedule of 
connection charges which schedule shall be filed 
with the Secretary of the Board and which may be 
amended £rom time to time by the Board in order 
to reflect changes in costs~ Where a new water 
line is constructed or extended~ the Board may 
establish a connection charge for connection to 
that par·ticular line based _ on the cost of the 
const!'uction or extension and said connection 
charge need not be the same as the cha:r>ge to con
nect to already existing water lines., 

(c) This section shall not be construed as limiting 
that authority to make water main or water line 
improvements undef' the Minnesota Local Improve
ment Code~ Minnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter 
4-29 as amended, but shall be construed as powers 
granted in addition to and supplementary to the 
powers set forth therein~ 

PROPOSED AlYIENDMENT NO. 3 

CHANGING NUMBER OF DEFERRED INSTALLMENTS ON SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
TO 20 AND PEfil'IITTING INTEREST OF 8% ON DEFERRED INSTALLMENTS. 

That Section 30 of Chapter 8 of the Austin City Charter is 
hereby amended by striking out said Section 30 in its entirety and 
substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

ttSection 30. The Common Council shall have power 
and authoX'ity by a majority vote thereof, whenever 
any special. assessments have been made u.ndel'.' the 
provisions of this Chapter, by ordinance or resolu
tion duly passed to provide that such assessments be 
paid in annual installments df any nwnber, not ex,.. 
Qeeding twenty with interest upon such deferred in
stallments, payable annually, at a rate not exceed
ing eight (8) per cent per an:num. Whenever such 
improvements shall have been fully completed arid 
the cost thereof ascertained and assessed to the 

· 1irope-rty as hereinbefore provided, the Common Council 
shall, by resolution, determine the numbe!' of such 
installments, if any, in which such assessment may 
be paid, which resolution shall form a part of such 
assessment and shall be substantially in :form as 
follows, viz: 

Resolved, that each and every one of the respective 
sums so as aforesaid assessed upon the tracts or lots 
of land above respectively described may be paid in 

equal annual installmen-ts, with interest ------thereon payable annually at the rate of ____ per 
cent pe1~ annwn, until paid. The City Recol'.'der shall 
within ten (10) days after· making any such assessment 
cause a copy of such resolution to be published to-· 
get:her with a copy of the assessment., once in the 
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of£icial paper of such city, together with a 
notice, attached thereto signed by the City 
Recorder, notifying the mvner, owners, or other 
persons interested_ therein that he may, at. llis 
election pay the sum assessed against such 
tract or parcel in one sum, and at any time, 
instead of in installments as by such resolu
tion provided. 

Any person electing so to pay in one payment 
shall within ten (10) days after the publication 
of such notice, pay the same to the city treasurer, 
or file with the city recorder a notice in writing 
of his election so to pay. Such recorder shall 
within five (5) days after the expiration of said 
period of ten (10) days make and file in the office 
of the county auditor of the County of Mower, a 
certif .ied copy of such assessment and resolution, 
and shall attach thereto a tabulated statement con
taining a description of each and every tract or 
pa:i:-cel of land described in such assessmen-t, and 
the amount of principal and interest of such assess
ment which will become due upon each tx-act or lot 
during each and every year in which any installments 
of such assessments will become due. Upon the fil
ing of such copies of such assessment and resolution 
in the office of said county·auditor, the amount 
assessed upon and against each and every tract or lot 
of land in such assessment described shall forthwith 
be and become a first lien upon such tract or lot, 
-Which lien shall continue until such assessment be 
:fully paid. 

That Amendmen-ts No. l, No. 2, and No. 3 as above set forth became 
effective on October 22, 1972. 

This Certificate is made pu1;1suant to MSA 4-10. 3l and MSA 4-10.l2 and 
in accordance wi•th the provisions of the Charter of said City of Austin. 

I hereby certify that the recitals of this certificate are true and 
that this certificate is made in duplicate. 

Dated, made, and certified to at. Austin, Minnesota, this 26th day 
of Ocitober, · 1972. 
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the pr,-.:nfisions of !'<!Si\ 410.,31.~ th~ 
held :.:i rn-1blie 11;;;ar:u1g on the ::Hlid 
providoo for thrn.•e.m, 

'l'h~t ;:i;_1;nt!.on 2 oi: Li·.wpter lJ. cl 
. ..::~i :..~·HJ;:,:t by s-t-Z"11dJzLI oiJ.t ~i.1id se~1·r::i-011 
-!. . -~-:1: t_i,,s1.~4of :;::,a i-c.illo1JiJ_s1g: 

Cos.!!::<m Counc:il 
:t:-t.?oomrner.du tiv'i1 

~-'13::iut:ion 2,, Said. board cf wnte:tt,,. elactri-'~ 11 :;,:is and 
v~1>ial" -aammissioners may si10 i!nd · b~ eued.1 pl~nd ond 
)J-;1 1n:plem.lf1d ilnswer und bil unm'II'½'n'.."ed unto, a~p,aar ur.d 
p.5.:os~eute u.'rlt"O f imil j-udg~nt in .. my !(,'Ollrt t Q~ 1.ilaa-
1·ihi,:rse, :tri thu, :n.:Jme- cf said bosr'd of t.iater-1 elect~it::, 
t .. f1n~ ~ml ~o-wer ee.rnrn:ts&ioiie-:is -~- have n L"'Ommo:n s~ul ..lnd 
.:tl'tei> tho- same ~rt ple14SU1;'ei, th:..:--y may ~lay .t.111 props~· 
tn1::gir1-ee}:s 11 si.:u."Veyors, t1J..~1:ka l o~ othe1' agents o~ assist~1nta 
11~ce$Sa.cy -i:>xt .Ptmv.anient f C"" acr::c.~lishing the putpQSOs 
cont~lnted by this <ir~"JPt~r, and may .ant!?L .. ~pon r:my 
l~:nd rJr ti:itc~• fo3? t;ha ptri--pps~ eit maki:ng sut>Vt.aya fi:,:z, 
ulteration& o:tl' e,,tensions for th?· sa,,tH:~ The'1J may pro ... 
~~,;.;'-:t\ttJ any at!tion :h.1 t.·l~ .n.'lmo of said }joat'ds i:lgainst 
rJ.'!.ii;,t ps!"'.son or 1tex-scns t -f'ot- mrm~y diie for the use- of 
~~,;1tel", eleetl:'iCity, gm:J 11 h~1.rt!} n:ml power; f:1pr.• the bre~ch 
or any ~ontt"aet·~. expr~ss (,)I' ~J.:led, touch.ins th~ !i!Xe
cut:1.on or moct1,;;ig'.ainent- of~ -'th~. ~•£ii f:at>' ~-o~,a, clar.rt~io- aml 
gas r,l:,mt., o.:- any othct- sy$torn of. lighting* po·wer o:tt- :fp~l 
ho,itin1,, mm the diatr:ihuid.01;; n:f ~at,r.nr 11 El}l.."~ttt~i<:d.ty o:!:' 
gns& oz> {')f atlY promiaC' t"l.ti (;!m~ttmt?t mad~ to o~ -fo:.:- tht?m; 
u11d n1{lo f o~ m1y inju1-ty 1 t.rc&ytl~S ¢)!.+ nuisance ;,,.fon~, 
ca~wed \} · -o-~ ~'J:t?o~ut-ed t:o be t¼n::l m."' cai.1sed tn tho t:i;;itaz· 
t:tns~.1~i1a, rmd pipe-a I Pi.!blic .al{i.~rt.riq \-Ji~£JS'!) li."1i;!S 'i .-~on~ 
-du:!:ts ~d ma,::hitH:rl'."J,. .;}.nd ~::.la p il)f!$ and muintt · o~ ,a;ny· 
othtH:- t3ppawtP$ belort~!;l~ to O'J;' co'r.n,~too 11,.i.th u.:.y pnrt 
af the wateii ~rlr.s und al.f.!'ati~it? light ;1nd pi.,wett pl.u.rrt, 
and g;,;iJ;) if] .. mrt- ct> io~ as:ry .:lmpi~~r usa o:r wast~ or \,;;1.tr.-nt 
or g>l:a11- Said Board lt¾'lY auquiz:,,~ land or an)t interest 
thu~in by purchase~ C1lncl~ation ~ o~ otit~r.-::t.se. .in its 
P:>tr: :n-tur.~ £or the p1n:posos cont~~.-pl.::\ted by thi,& cl~p·ia;<;?:t> and 
a:ny otha~ pt1.1..11ose.$ hal"'Sin to i.,iplement ·the? pot~:tt:f act :fo"Z"th 
ht1~in~t--• 

Cho:i.pt~r 11 of the liust:in City Chtn-1:'m.-. bi: hereby a.ma-nd
Sr::trtion 26 .:!ti .iJ:.s c.nti1: ... e1---y and ~ubr.s-tit,xt.1:ng i.n lleu 

Wat.•J!' mi'.l.lns and ;"~fi"tCt' liW'.-'!5 r.:ay 1;,e .t;:Ol:St~::ct•::d 
and !-J;t.t~dotl as ,J,.tiU ~;,h2-n d';;.ltc'?·nrri."1{:t'.'i by th,n 
,On::.1X'1i,.1 to b;:? ~" .us:i);,l.:.1 ~mtl :1.:C!etn:i,l't'Y ·~n u:;:rJ~,/ 



.. k-; n ccmdltion to conn1.H'.!t..h1~~ o~ t~ippin,; into 
r1 w~tcu,'t main Ol4 1,.1a:t'!?r line i the 13card may 
:u~1,ae and calle~t a ~cmne1.:rtion.cha1~e. ln 
orde~ that said t;onnect:ion ,e}w.~s be .faii~ly 
a:nd uni.fol'!llly imposed tl1e Boa-rd shall estai>lieh 
a schredul~ o-E rto11necti<:m chal'gety whi(?h, sehwulte 
§J1!4ll De f lled with the Sec1~ary oi t11e !Jouro 
and which rnay be am\m<fod f t~om ti.,;!! to time by 
the lloi.n'fl in on.le'¾! to i~£ lect cltan,~ea :i:n eosr,1,s... 

·i•lhere .:t new i-~tel" line ia oo:ri&--truoted 01" e:-ttcml
ml, th~ Boa~ mny mstabl.!$h a connection ehat•w~: 
fo'!1.' e{mnt:1ction to that l:lr.wti~ula~ line. bilSfXl Olfl 
·the 1.;oat of' the o,;mstru.1.:rid.a~ ol" extensiim and 
sa:td connection charge nr;ied not be thel- ~:mme !¼s 
the ~lv.trza- to ~onnect t-oc already ex,istir~,:: water 
l1n~s't 

?.rd,s si~ction s'mJll not h~ oo.nstru~ as ii!nit:~ 
·t:!1at ~utnorlty i:-O n-J/ilke wut:~r main or t~at'er lini:;: 
:t«wx·,.wem~nta ~J.nt'l~-~ the Mi.inesota Lo-ca.l IHprovP-
m11.mt C-oue 1 M:L.~itsotu Statut~ ii'\nm.>tated,. Chaptei~ 
tf23 Ut} amendi;d, but ,ahall · be eonstk"-.100 as pet1-T~rrs 
~"'Vtlnt~d in ntl~.ititm to a11d supplemmta::i:,; tu the 
po~e:rs sat f o).ri:h thmre:it1 .. 

flint Section SO o:f Chagt:e:t1 ~l of tl'm. Aw:;tin Cii:1J tbarte~ in hereby a
m~n~ed b!r stti.lcit1g out said ffefltiM 30 in. it$ e11tl.re~ aml subs-t:t.:tutir.rr; in 
li~u thet¾rof th~ ;!ollo<t>J:i:n,i:. 

1
' S,Ja'tlon Z.1f).. T.he Common Coun<!il shall have i,awer and . 
.:iut:hol'ity by a maJorir.1 vote th~z,eof' t \,;1het1aver tlll)I' · 
ap,;;ciu! as~essme31ts }t.,;."'1/e }};aer. raad;! t..'lldex- ·~ht? p.1.--ovis:lc:ns 
of t:hiu C!~tpta:.;:, by ord:L,ance ct- resolution duly pi!sSet1 
'ti:l 7}:t'OV lt'i~ thnt .uuolt. ,,iass~;i;sm~-rts bee paid in. unnual ;t:n ... 
st.a U.,,n~nts o:t iiUlY nurabei~ -i, not e'Xc~eding ttumt5-" td.tlt ,in ... 
te'.t'est ttJJ011 s,,uih dB1(?1--1'lt?.t1 installmi:.'lllts~ peya!lle r.umually, 
at: ~ s;t·dt:fJ not ~XCl:.H~d~:_$ G~::Pl't (,S) p~r t:Ollt t) :?$1'!, 11.flt\Uf:1,., 
!'.'h~n~v.e~ aut?h i.mpl'OV$l'i'.lt.~1-:s shall h .. 1ve beeli fully O().i'r!

ple.-to,'l ~nd th(~ cost the:2co:t amJertni·ni;d nml J:u:isesaed 
to tho rn,""QOex-ty · as h{::t.'ud.nucl ora .:H.'Ovided, the !;o;n;oon 
-Cc1..uiail uh;ll,, 'by rcasolu·ti'On ~· cletermine the :.m.uru).et cf'. 
:;;H.l4:!h ~b1i:>tltllmenta, i:f DJ1Y ,. :i.n whi(.:h such ass~ssm--en-t1t m~y 
h~ p,;lid;. i,;lu~h resolution shall fonn a p.t.U."t o.f r.:u.11~h as-
s1;:ss~ .. ient and shall. be substantially in fo-mn µ$ :follQwa, vi;~:.. 

R..~solv~, that ~m~h and eva~, one of the t"r:2Spt?otive sums 
ao il$ aftn.~suid asses~oo ~l!)cm. t1m tracts o~ lots of land 
.i!}i'.'Ht~ 1.."2$pectively des,criheq may be pa;i.d in ,.. .,. • , 
,a~l ~1·:rmial 1nstall.nle11ta~ w;itb int~;r,est tll>:?~on pilyllbl<.? 
tln:n,~illy ~t tlie l"att'½ or ............ ==,,,... pe1~ t;C:rrt p;:i~ ,:oinum, us:rt:il 
putd.. !Ciie City R;J:co;1:.¥.l'i.?r ~i'hlll with.t.11 ten (lO) days afte.:ti 
mddug ,,J .. i1y sneh aza~ss.rw.r.nt -nauim en copy o:t su,e!1 rotwlution 
to h~ xn:61:lshcil t'O);eth~~ w:l;t.h a uepy of thi¼ assess.11m,t 1 o:rml:'! 
i;i 'th~) i".lfflni¾l p(,'jpt=!' cf such cit'<-.J!> to,:;i:lth,a~ with a ntrtlen"" 
.. tt J,tdi;,;;d th,.Jl"'t!to sli1;n..2ti b~r tht? . City Et#..!O:t'Ci'i:!~.,} iio tiiy ins 
;;h,.:, o~ ... ·n:!t", mm-01 .. s'} t::ir oth.;:~ pei~.sons 1.nter.~st::.itl tk:rPin 
;:hat h0 m.:1y, at hi~ cli..!-.:tio1, p.sy th.::- s~:tm iilS${;t:iS~d il:°;;.!lf,$t 
$-UCh. t~atrt c.n.• p~ii.lt~"!eJ .. in 01t-.~ sum 1 and ut t1ny t:i.m.e, i'tH.vt~ud. 
,.:.£ In ;i,:wt,,1l.lmenta .as by such r-.• u;olut:ton r.n:ovide(L, 
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:W!y pai•st:m t;;leQtin~~~ so 1:0 pny ln one vayrn~nt shull 
within terir {10} d.Jye ~itf;~ th~'? ,p~tbliimtion cJ: such 
:io.tit?·.2 '>" jJiay th~ Sili.le to tJ .. D Oify t':ct'!c'.}$Ul .. el:\i 01? fi.12 
\·1iJ;h tfo~ clty re~1~o;r.'4 a r:.otice in i,n.,:l:tin~J of his 
.~luotion so to pay.. Sueh 'l"'.t!corda:r shall within five 
(S) · days ~te~ the CX!).it>ation :)f s!lld ye:;•;iorl of ti:m 
(10) d.s:1yS rr~ko mid f:U~ i11 'the o-If:k.:~ of t1~2 ~mmty 
ituc1itor of the County Qi ~lowex- 11 a .certified .ccpy of 
s12,:h ns:se,-~$: • .ant r:iml 1:~.molutio:1,. a.nd shnll ~.tttndi 
th~1:2·to ,a. t~~aulat.a\ atilte.~t !t!ontai?:ll:n:& ~ G1~scvipt-ion 
r.;i;; c.uch H:1~1 ev~ey tr.:i;ct or parc1-:il of lond t1~:1ril,;;1•ib,3d 
.in $Uch asses~nt ~ arnl. the Graount of pl"ina;rpal and 
int":ii"~st o:f such as~s:.1.~nt t.;;hicl1 will !Jecome du2 rm-
01i .eu~h tz>act Oi! lot clul"i11:~ aach and eve'l!y yeal'... :ui -
,;.}11:!.-ch. any .inst~llrn.i;nts o;f such assessments \'1i.il bet"!c~ 
,-;.u:;;i'lf "c"'pon 1:he filil1Q: of nu.eh C®.tes of sUc:h nssrm&-
·•"1•-,•:,. rc»~.:1 ,,,,,,.s,..1ut~-n :.::r., •~.!..,:1 .. ~';;'{:{,.;;~ ")· .. -;, .... ,,,.:,~~,.. ..... ,., ........ ,,,,ii,.;,:.,~,,., 
ntt..,J";t.~ ""i-+'.i1:~ - .- ~..- ,.J,..\..,> ~ ~-t:· w~-h.; '-_!,:i.,- ,.-·t,,;~ 'i. ~h- ~:;._.,._~ -w-v~;.¼..J ~•(..:11-M>11-4t,;;;;VA.-, 

the i:ll;l(,iunt as~essed upon aad a;:;tt:i'..n!:lt (;)~ch and every 
tt"'iu .. --t (;i:,. loi: o:f 1.a:mi in suf;h aasessment d~scribf.?tl sh~U. 
fo.:.--thw!th be .and hacorne a fi1mt 1:ien upon sut~h tr;act 01· 
lot; w'.hi~h lien $hall (;onti:nue uxitil SU€!h t1si~eesri~nt 
JJ~ f~lly paid., 

'Sha iime:mbi1errk' tlhove set fo,1i:h :sh.all h-acpme f:-ff eut;i;-11~ ni~ty (90) du.ya 
::tKt~r pnhlic'1·tion Qf said Ol!rlinfili..{!~t ur.1lt.':US, nith:L, sht:y (60) days aftet' · 
the pti~licr.rtiori of sa~d Ox-di."lanc~ a pI1tit:ion for e.. JX2'.F.t:!rendum. io · filed 
with th~ City ~oo~Ji:H.' ~ul:":',;uant 'to s:.,iid MS1.\ tt.U1.-3l., 

i 
j 1·11111 liloi --

0 ____ ..,, ....... --► 
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
MUNICIPAL CHARTER OF AUSTIN, MINNESOTA 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;: 

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council of the Ci·ty of Austin, 
Minnesota, will meet in the Council Chambers of the City of Austin 
at the Austin Municipal Building at 8: 00 o T clock P .M. on the 19th 
day of June, 1972, to consider the proposed amendments to the 
Municipal Charter of Austin, Minneso·ta, as follows: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1: 

PERMITTING AUSTIN UTILITIES TO TAKE TITLE TO LAND IN ITS OWN NATYIE. 

That Section 2 of Chapter 11 of the Austin Ci·ty Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

nsection 2. Said board of water, electric, gas 
and power commissioners may sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded answer and be answered unto, appear 
and prosecute unto final judgement in any court_, or 
elsewhere, in the name of said board of water, 
electric, gas and power comm;i.ssioners, have a common -
seal and alter ·the same at pleasure. · They may 
employ all proper engineers, surveyors, clerks, or
other agents or assistants necessary or convenient 
for accomplishing the purposes contemplated by this 

_ chapter, and may enter upon any land or water for 
the purpose of making surveys for alterations or 
extensions £or the same. They may prosecute any 
action in ·the name of said board, against any person 
or peJ'.'sons, for money due for the use of water, 
electricity, gas, heat, and power; for the breach 
of any contract, express or implied, touching the 
execution or management of the water works, electric 
and gas plan-t, or any other system of lighting, power 
or for heating; and the distribution of water, electri
city or gas, or of any promise or contract made to 
or for them; and also for any injury, trespass or 
nuisance done·, caused, or procured to be done or 
caused to the water courses, and pipes, public 
electric wires, lines, conduits and machinery, and 
gas pipes and mains or any other apparatus belonging 
to or connected with any part of the water works and 
electric light and power plant, and gas plafft or for 
any improper use or waste of water or gas. Said Board 
may acquil~e J..and or any interest therein by purchase, 
condemnation, or otherwise in its own name for the 

-purposes contemplated by this chapter and any other 
purposes herein to implement: the powers set forth herein. n 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2 

PERMITTING WATER MAINS AND WATER LINES TO BE CONSTRUCTED WHEN 
DETERMINED NECESSARY FOR A CONNECTION CHARGE SET BY BOARD. 

That Section 26 of Chapter 11 of the Austin City Cha1,ter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 26 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the fol.lowing: 

11 Section 26. Water Mains; Connection Cha:t'ges.n 

(a) Water mains and water lines may be construc·ted 
and extended as and when determined by the 
Board to be feasible and necessary in order 
to supply water to the inhabitants of ·the 
Ci·ty of Austin. 
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(b) As a condition to connecting or tapping into 
a water main or water line, the Board may 
-impose and collect a connection charge. In 
order that said connection charges be fairly 
and uniformly imposed the Board shall establish 

_a SC!hedule of connection charges which schedule 
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Board 
and which may be amended from time to time 
by the Board in order to reflect changes in 
costs. Where a new wa·ter line is constructed -
or extended, the Board may establish a connection 
charge for connection to that particular line 
based on the cost of the construction or extension 
and said connection charge need not be the same 
as the cha1~ge to connect to already existing 
water lines • 

This section shall not be construed as limiting 
that authori tj, to make water main or water line 
improvements under the Minnesota Local Improve
ment Code, Minnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter 
429 as amended, but shall. be construed as powers 
granted in addition to and supplementary to the 
powers set forth therein. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3 

CHANGING NUMBER OF DEFERRED INSTALLIY.IENTS ON SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
TO 20 AND PERMITTING INTEREST OF 8% ON DEFERRED INSTALLMENTS. 

That Section 30 of Chapter 8 of the Austin City Charter 
is hereby amended by striking out said Section 30 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

;
1'Section 30. The Common Council shall have power 
and authority by a majority vote thereof, whenever 
any special assessments have been made under the 
provisions of this Chapter, by ordinance or resolution 
duly passed to provide that such assessments be paid 
in annual installments of any number, not exceeding 
twenty with interest upon such deferred installments, 
payable annually, at a rate not excedding eight (8) 
per cent per annum. Whenever such improvements shall 
have been fully completed and the cost thereof ascertained 
and assessed ·to the property as hereinbef ore provided, 
the Common Council shall, by resolution, determine the 
number of such installments, if any, in which such 
assessment may he paid, which resolution shall form 
a part of such assessment and shall be substantially 
in form as follows, viz: 

Resolved, that each and every one of the respective 
sums so as aforesaid assessed upon the tracts or lots 
of land above respectively described may he paid in 

equal annual installments, with -iffterest 
thereon payable annually at the rate of per 

- cent per annum, until paid. The City Recorder shall 
wi·thin ten (10) days after making any such assess- -
ment cause a copy of such resolu·tion ·to be published 
together with a copy of the assessment, once in 
the official paper of such city, together tvith a 
notice, attached thereto signed by the City Recorder, 
notifying the owner, owners, or other persons 
interested therein ·that he may, at his election 
pay the sum assessed against such tract or parcel 
in one sum, and at any time; instead of in install
ments as by such resolution provided. 
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.Any person electing so to pay in one payment shall 
within ten (10) days after the publication of such 
notice, pay the same to the city treasurer, or file 
with the city recorder a notice in writing of his 

. election so to pay. Such recorder shall within five 
(5) days after the expiration of said period of ten 
(10) days make and file in the office of the coun-ty 
auditor of the Cou.n-ty of Mower, a certified copy 
of such assessment and resolution~ and shall attach 
thereto a tabulated statement containing a descriptiqn 
of each and every tract or parcel of land described 
in such assessment, and_the amount ·of principal and 
interest of such assessment which will become due 
upon each tract or lot during each and eveey year 
in which any installments of such assessments will 
become due. Upon the filing of such copies of such 
assessment and resolution in the office of said 
county auditor, the amount assessecl upon and against 
each and every trac·t or J.ot of .land in such assess
ment described shall forthwith be and become a first 
lien upon such tract or lot, which lien shall 
continue until such assessment be fully paid. 

Dated this 26th day of May, 1972. 

&ca1/ftj 
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STATE OF MJNNfSOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE · 

Frte:o · 
APR281975 

a:t,-,.J a~"A',/ .IA~-
# Secretary of State 



:, aSOLlJT10N PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON PROPOSED />,MENDMENTS TO 'nIB 
t1IJ£1ICIPAL CHARTER OF -AUSTIN, i'IINNESDTA .. 

_ t/HElIBi\S, a recotnt1e;ndation on proposed amendments to the 
I-'lunic:lpal Cha:rter of Austin, Minnesota., "ma duly presented to this" 
commil on the 22nd tlay of May, 1972, foi"" its conside~ation pursuant 
t◊ the provis.i.ans of Minnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter rno as 
amende~ and 

\'/HEREAS, proposed amendments were reconimended by the 
Charter Cor,11nission of the. City of Austin, to the Cit-y Coun-cil for 
such action as it may wish to take pursuant- to the terms of rl.S .. A. 
i+10. J1~ 

BB IT RESOLVED BY THI:~ CO?·R-10N COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 

SECTICN 1. A public hear:tng will be hel.d at the Austin 
Municipal Building ill Austin,- ~l'-linneaota, on the 19th day of June~ 

- 1972, beginning at B: 00 0 1 cl.ock P .. M.. to consider the following 
mnendments to;~ the Municipal Charte~ of Austin 3 Minnesota:._ 

PROPOSED P~'lf{NDNB~IT NO. l: 

- PERMITTn1G AUSTn~ UTILITIES TO T/.J\E TITLE TO LAND lN ITS G·WN N.;)ME 0 

Tha~t Section 2 of Chapter ll of -tha Jiustin City Charter 
be hereby amended by strik:L~g out said Section 2 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu ·thereof the following: 

•· Section 2.. Said board of watej), electric, gas 
and power comrnissionere may .sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded imswer and he answered unto p appear 
and proeeoute unto f im,11 judgment i..71 any court, or-. 
elsewhare., in the name of said board of water-~ 
electric') gas and power con:nissionars., have a··conmon 
seal. and alter the same at pleasure~ - '!'hey roay 
emplO"'J a1l propar i:!ngineers 'I> surveyors,· clerks.., or 
other agents or ~ssi~tants nec~ssacy or conven:i,ent 
for accomplishing the purpoaes coi:rtempla.ted by this 
ctJapter, and may enter upon any land OJ.' wate,:,, for 
the purpose of making surve>ys for alterations or 
extensi~,s for the same. Tirey may prosecute any 
action 111 ·the name of said board., agai..TJ.st any person 
or persons, fo~ money due :for the use of water, 
electricity, gr1s; heat, nnd power; for tho breuch 
of any cont:raat, express o.r implied, touching the 
execution 01.~ management of the water wo1.,1::s ~ electric 
and gas plant, 01. .. any other system of lighting, powet"-
01" for- heating, and the distrihutirrn of water, electri
city or gas, or 0£ any promise oi.~ contract made to 
or £or them; and also for any injury, t~espass or 
nui.snnca done, caused, or procured -1:0 be done or 
caused to the water courses., and pipes~ public 
electric wires, lines., conduits and machinery, and 
gas pipes and mains or any other appa:t•atus belonging 
to or connected tdth nny part of the wate:t' works and 
electric light: und power plnnt, n:nd gas r1lant or for 
any improper use or waste of w.a:t<?~ o~ gas. Said Boru.~<l 
may acquire land or any interest therein by purchase, 
condamnation,. or othe1.'\'7ise in its own narne £or the 
pu!'poses conterr.plat~d by this chaptnt> un<.1 any other 
purposes herein to J.mpl:::Jinent -'che powel'.'s set forth herein .. 
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PROPOSED Al.'1£NDMENT NO., 2 

PEilNITTING WATER ~»\.INS AND WATER LThl::S TO 'BE CONSTRUCTED HHBN 
DE'.CBml!NED NEC.ESSAP .. Y FOR A CONNECTION CHARGE SET BY BOi\RD. 

That Section 26 of Chapte~ 1.1 of the Austin City Charter 
he hereby ai"1lended 'by striking out said Section 25 :L"l its 
r~ntirety and substituting :in lieu thereof the following: 

''Section 26. Water Mains; Connection Charges .. '' 

{u) Jlater mains and watel,'i- lines may be constructed 
and extended as and ~hen determined by.the 
Board to he f aasible and necessary in order 
to supply water to the inhabitants of the 
City of i\ustin .. · 

_(b) As & condition to connecti.~g or tapping into 
a wa:tar main :or- water line, tha Board r.iay 

-in.pose and collect' a co1u1eotion oharge. In 
ord~r that said connection charges l:ie fair1y 
and 1.mif o:tmly imposed the lloard · shall establish 
a schedule of connection charges::wt.dch scher;lule 

-shall be filed w.ith the Secretary of the Board 
and which may be amended from time to time 

- by the Board jn order to I'ef.lect chtmges in. 
costs o i·lhere a n~ water line· is. constructed 
or extended, the Board may establish a connection 

-charge for connection to that particUlar line 
based on the cost of the construction. o:r.• e:x:tension 
and, said connection charge need not be the same 
as the charge to connect to aiready existing 
water lines .. 

(n) This section sha.l.l not he cnnstrued as limiting 
·th.at authority to make water main o~ water line 
improvements -U.."tder the Minnesota Local Improve
tnent Codej Ninnesota Rtatu-tes Annotated, Chapter 
t~29 as amended, but shall be construed as powers 
g:r,anted :ln addition to and supplementaey to the 
powers set forth therein. 

PRO:l?OSfm Ju.-lEND~lENT l'.JO. 3 

CW\NGING rlL1MBER OF DEFE1UIBD INSTALLMENTS ON SPECl.~L ASSESSMBNTS 
~ro 20 iUID PERMITTING 1NTE:RES'r OF 89& ON DEFERRED :CNSTALLHBNTS. 

That Section 30 of Chapter a of the Austin Ci·cy 
Charter is hBreby amended by striking out said Section 
30 in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereo£ the 
following: 

'Section 30. The CoTTITT1on Council shall have power 
and authority by a majority vote thereof; whenever 
any specia:!. assessmen-ts have been made under the 
provisions of this Chapter, by ordinance or 
resolution dul.v Passt:d to provide th,.rt such assess
ments be paid 1.TJ. -nnrn.ml in;;t:allments of any m.1tr.bcr.t1, 
not exceccling twenty with interest upon such 
deferred instnllr.terri:s, payable annually, at a 1.'ate 
not exceeding oight (8) per cent per annum. Whenever 
such improvemonts shall have heen fully completod 
and the cost th~reof ascertained and assessed to 
the property as hereinbE!fore provid~ci')_ the common 
council shall; by resolution, determine the numbe~ 
rrf such inst:a.1.lments,, if any, in which such assess,.. 
rn~nt may be paid~ which t1esolution shall. form a 
part of.such nssr;!ssment and shall be·substa.ntially 
i.n form as follows, viz: 
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Resolvedt that zach antl every one of the respective 
st.\lllS so as aforesaid assessed upon the tracts or lots 
of land above resptacti:vely described may be paid in 

equal amtual .:i.ns·tallments, with interes·t · 
th~1•eon payable annually at: the rate of oer 
cent per annum, un-til paid. The City Recordeti- shall 
withil1 ten (10) days a:fter makL1g any such assess~ 
me:nt cause a copy. of such resolution to he published 
together with a copy of "the asaessment, once in · 
the official pape:i;, of such city, together with a 

· m;tice; rrttached thereto signed by the City Recorder 
notifying the -owners) owners, O:t• other persons 
intel'ested therein thot he may, at his el.ection 
pay the sum assessed against such tract oi' parcel 
in una sum,. and at any time, instead of in ins·tall
Mants. as by such resolution provided. 

Any petison electing s·o to pay in one payment shall 
within ten (10) days aftar the publication of such 
notice, pcty the smne to the. city treasurer, or file 
with the city recorder-, a notice in writing of his 
election so to pay. Such z,ecorder shall. within five 
(5) days after the expiration of said period of ten 
{10) days make and file ~-ri the office of the c-ount:'J 
auditor of the County of Mowerc$ a certified copy 
of sut?11 assessment and resolution> and shall attach 
thereto a tabulated statement containing a description 
of each snd every t:t~act or parcel of land tescribed 
in such assessment, and the amount of pl:'incipal and 
interest of such assessment which will become due 
upon each -cxtact or lot <luring each and every ;yeaI1 
in which any installments of such assessments will 
become due. Upon the filing of such copies of such 
a~sessment and 1;esol.1.1'i::i.on. in the office of said 
county auditor, the amount assessed upon and. ag~inst 
each and every t!'act 01• lot of. land in such assess ... 
ment desc:i;,ibed shall f o:t'thwith. be and become a :first 
lien upon such tract or lot, which lien shall 
-cont:inue until. .such a$sessment be fully paid .. 

SECTION 2. The Ci't'J Recorder is hereby directed to give 
notice of such hearing in the ma.nmn: provided by law. 

Pass~d by a vote of Yens and Nays this 2211d day of 
May, l.912 .. 

Yeas 7 ,__ __ _ Nsys_ ...... o __ 

)\PPaOVED;. 

STATE OF MINNESO!A 
DEPARTMENT OF STA1 E 

FIL.ED 
APR2 81975 

. -... ~ ... "'" 
\. .. ~ -,... 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL 
CH.~RTER OF AUSTINa MINNESOTA 

At a regular meeting of the Charter Commission, Board of 
Freeholders, o:f the City of Austin, Minnesota held in the 
Municipal Building on 4t:h Street N. E. in Austin, Minnesota, 
on the 13th day of January, 1972, the following amendments 
to the Municipal Charter of the City of Austin was framed, 
adopted, proposed by said Charter Commission pursuant to 
M.S.A. Chapter 410 as amendedi: and it is recommended that 
said Charter Amendmentsbe enacted by Ordinance by the City . 
Council of the City of Austin, pursuant to the provisions 
of M.S.A. 410.31: . . 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 PERMITTING AUSTIN UTILITIES 
~OTAKE TITLE TO LAND IN 
IT 's OWN NAME 

That Section 2 of Chapter 11 0£ the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

"Section 2. Sa id board of water, electric, gas 
and power commissioners may sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded answer and be answered unto, appear 
and prosecute unto final judgment in any court, or 
elsewhere, in the name of said board of water, 
electric, gas and power commissioners, have a common. 
seal and alter the same at pleasure.. They may 
employ a 11 proper engineers, surveyors, c:l.erks, or 
other agents or assistants necessary or convenient 
for accomplishing the purposes contemplated by this 
chapter, and may enter upon any land or ·water for 
the purpose of making"surveys for alterations or 
extensions for the same. They may prosecute any 
action in the name of said board, against any person 
or persons, for money due for the use of water, 
electricity, gas, heat, and power; for the breach 
of any contract, express or implied, touching the 
execution or management of the water work13, electric 
and gas plant, or any other system of lighting, power 
or for heating, and the distribution of water, electri
city or gas, or of any promise or contract made to 
or for them; and also for any injury, trespass or 
nuisance done, caused, or procured to be done or 
ca used to the '\v-ater courses, and pipes, public 
electric wires, lines, conduits and machinery, and 
gas pipes and mains or any other appcJ.ratus belonging 
to or connected with any part of the water works and 
electric light and power plant, and gas plant or for 
any improper use or· waste of water or gas. Said Board 
may acquire land or any interest therein by purchase, 
condemnation, or otherwise in its own name for the 
purposes contemplated by this chapter and any other 
purposes herein to implement the powers set forth herein. 
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PROPOSITION NO. 2. PERMITTING WATER MAINS 
AND WATER LINES TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED WHEN DETERMINED 
-NECESSARY FOR A -CONNECTION 
CHARGE SET BY BOARD 

That Section 26 of Chapter 11 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 26 in its 
entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

"Section 26. Water Mains; Connection Charges. 11 

(a) Water mains and water lines may be constructed 
and extended as and when determined by the 
Board to be feasible and necessary in order 
to supply water to the inhabitants of the 
City of Austin, 

(b) As a condition to connecting or tapping into 
a water main or water line, the Board may 
impose and collect a connection charge. In 
order that said connection charges be fairly 
and uniformly imposed the Board shall establish 
a schedule of connection-charges which schedule 
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Board 
a.nd which may be amended from time to time 
by the Boa:td in order to reflect changes in 
costs. Where a new water line is constructed 
or extended, the Board may establish a connection 

·. charge for connection to that particular line 
ba·sed on the cost of the constrt1Ction or extension 
and said connection charge need not be the same 
as· the charge to connect to already_ existing 
water lines. 

(c) This section shall not be con$trued as limiting 
that authority to make water main or w-ater line 
imp·rovements under the Minnesota Local Improve- . 
ment Code, Minnesota Statutes Annotated, Chapter 
429 as amended, but shall be construed as powers 
granted in addition to and supplementary to the -
powers set forth therein .. 

. PROPOSITION NO. 3 CHANGING, NUMBER OF 
DEFERRED . INSTALLMENTS ON 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO 
20 AND PERMITTING INTEREST 
OF 8% on DEFERRED INSTALL
MENTS. 

That Section 30 of Chapter 8 of the Austin City 
Charter is hereby amended by striking out said Section 
30 in its entirety and substituting in lieu tnereof the 
following: 
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"Section 30. · The common council shall have power 
and authority by 'a majority vote thereof, whenever 
any special assessments have been made under the 
provisions of this Chapter, by ordinance or 
resolution duly passed to provide that such assess
ments be paid in annual installments of any number, 
not exceeding twenty with interest upon such 
deferred installments, payable annually, at a rate 
not exceeding eight (8) per c.ent per annum .. Whenerer 
such improvements sha 11 have been fully completed 
and the cost thereof ascertained and assessed to 
the property as hereinbefore provided, the common 
council. shall, by resolution, determine the number 
0£ such installments, if any, in wlich such assess
ment may be paid, which resolution shall form a 
part of such assessment and shall be substantially 
in form as follows, viz: 

Resolved, that each and every one of the respective 
sums so as aforesaid assessed upon the tracts or lots 
of land above respectively described may be paid in 
____ equal annual installments, with interest 
thereon payable annually at the rate of ___ per 

· cent per annum, until paid. The City Recorder shall 
within ten {10) days a£ter making any such assess
ment cause a copy of such :resolution to be published 
together with a copy of the assessment, once in 
the official paper of such city, together with a 
notice, attached thereto signed by the City Recorder, 
notifying the owner, owners, or other persons 
interested therein that he may, at his election 
pay the sum assessed against such tract or parcel 
in one sum, and at any time, instead of in. install
ments as by such resolution provided. 

Any person electing so to pay in one payment shall 
within ten (10) days after tbe publication of such 
notice, pay the same to the city treasurer, or file 
with the city recorder a notice in \vTiting of.his 

··election so to pay. Such recorder shall within five 
(5) days after the expiration of said period of ten 
(10) days make and file in the office of the county 
auditor of the County of Mower, a certified copy 
of such assessment and resolution, and shall attach 
thereto a tabulated statement containing a description 
of each and every tract or parcel of land described 
in such assessment, and the amount of principal and 
interest of such assessment which will become due 
upon each tract or lot during each and every year 
in which any installments of such assessments will 
become due. Upon the filing of such copies of such 
assessment and resolution in the office of said 
county auditor, the amount assessed upon and against 
each and every tract or lot of land in. such assess
ment described shall forthwith be and become a first 
lien upon such tract or lot, which lien shall 
continue until such assessment be fully paid~ 
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'l'he above proposed amendments are hereby submitted to 
Mayor Leo Reding and the Common Council of the City of 
Austin, according to law, signed by the undersigned, a 
majority of "\:lie Charter Commission of the City of Austin. 

Dated this /"t~:. 7/, day of 

/ ~ -~ 

(.//,· 
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CITY OF AUSTIN, 
MOWER COUN'fY, MINNESOTA 

This is to certify that I~ "Richard Behzkofer, the undersigned . 
am the City Recorder of the City of Austin; Mower County, Minnesota. 
That the s~al attached hereto is the corporate seal of said City. 
That persuant to the recommendation of the City of Austin Chat•ter 
Commission~ a public hearing was duly held by the City Council 
of the City of .Austin on September 3~ 1974, at which time the 
following amendments were submitted to a public hearing of the 
citizens of said City.· That the members of the Austin City Council 
after said public hearing by inanimous vote of all its membe1~s 
adopted ordinances amending the City Charter on the fol1owing 
amendments: 

That Secti.on 1 of Chapter 1 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section l in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section l - (a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Incorporation and name of the City 
General Powers 
Construction 
Intergovernmental Relations 

(a) .All that part of the County of Mower, State .of 
Minnesota, within the limits and boundaries hereinafter described, 
shall be a City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be and form 
a -municipal corporation!) unde1" the name and style of the City of 
Austin. 

(b) The City of Austin shall have the powers generally 
possessed by a municipal corporation at common law, and shall have 
and exercise a,11 those powers, rights, functions, privileges, and 
immunities possessed by it prior to the adoption 'of this Art:tcle; 
and also all powers, rights, functions, privileges, and immunities 
now or hereafter granted to municipal corporations by and under 
the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota; and also all 
powers!' functions, rights, privileges and immuni·ties incidental to 
or inherent in, municipal corporations; also all those powers not 
specifically restricted by law, and in addition it shall have all 
other powers contairied in this charter; and it shall have all 
powers necessary to provide for the welfare of its citizens and 
for the common good; and in exercise of the above described powers, 
rights, functions, privileges and immunities, shall be subject 
to the 'limitations and prohibitions of the constitution and 
laws of the Stc1te of Minnesota; and the City of Austin shall have 
and exercise such powers as though they were more specifically 
enumerated in this charter. It shall, unde1"' j_ts corp01·.1 ate name, 
be capable of contracting and being contracted with, suing and 
b!=:i!ng sued, and of pleading and being impleaded with, suing and 

·being sued, and of pleading and being impleaded in all courts 
of law or equity; and it shall have a corporate seal, Nhich it 
may change or alter at its pleasure and it may take, hold, purchase, 
lease, sell. and convey such real, personal and mixed estate as 
the purpose of said corpp1')ati6n will regu5.r.e, or the exigencies 
of said corpm:1 ation may render> convenient, t11ithin ot" without the 
limits of the City, and the same shall be f1,ee from taxation .. 

(c) 'l'he powers of the City under this charter shall 
be construed liberally in favor of thn City, and the speeifit? 
ment·i on of particular powel:,,s jn this charter, 01:i an amendment 
thereof, shall not be construed as limiting in any way, the 
general powers stated in th is arti.cle. 
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(d) The City, except whera prohibited by law, may 
exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions, 
and may participate in the financing thereof, jointly 011 in 
cooperation by contract orotherwise, with the State of Minnesota 
or any political subdivision or agency thereof, or any one or 
more states or civil divisions or agencies the!!eof or the United 
States or any agency thereof, or any mun;i.cipal corgoration or 
political subdivision. - The City shall have power> to appl_y for 
and' receive any Federal or State grants of funds that may be 
available to it anq to porvide additional funds to facilitate 
the use of said grants, and ahall have the power to do and pe1,form 
all acts and do all things necessary to make use of such grants, 
and shall have-the power to continue the operations of any 
prog1;1ams or pnojects begun by use of sai.ct,-,grants,, even .though the 
grants therefo:t' have expired. 

That Section 6 of Chapter 5 of the Austin City. Charter 
be het•eby amended by striking out said Section 6 in its en·tirety 
ancl substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 6 

All powers of the City shall be vested in -the Council 
except as otherwise p:oovided by law or this- charter, and the 
Council shall provide for the e~ercise thereof and the performance 
of all duties and-obligations imposed on the City by law. 

That Section 2 of the Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in 
itsentirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 2 

Bach wal'.'d shall elect two Aldermen, each of whom shall 
be a resident and qualified voter within the Wa1"d for which he is 
elected. There shall also be electe.d within and for said city 
one Alderman-at..,..Large_, who shall be a resident of said City. 

That Section 5 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be he1~eby amended by stl'.'iking out any t'eference to 11 Street . 
Cornmissioneri1 in the body of Section 5, Chapter 3 of the Austin 
City Charter. 

That Section 11 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby striking out said Section 11 in its entirety~ 

That.Section 12 of Chapter 3 of the.Austin City Charter 
be be hereby amended by striking out said Section 12 in its 
entirety. 

That Section 15 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 15 in ints entirety. 

.. That section 17 of Chapter 3 of theAustin City Cha:i;,ter 
be hereby anended by striking out said Section 17 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thel'.'eof the folihowing: 

Section -17 -

The members of the Council, including the mayor, the 
administrative assistant, and all subordinart:e officet's and employees 
of' the City shall receive such salaries or wages as may be fixed by 
the council in accordance with the state Statutes whe:r>e applicable. 

That section 18 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charte1.' 
bP he1°eby amended by striking out said Section 18 in its enth,ety. 
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~ That Chapter 4 of the Austin City Charter be hereby 
amended by striking out said Chapter lf in its entirety and 
substituting in lieu thereof the following Chapter LI: 

Chapter 4 - Police - Section l 

The Police force of the Citi shall consist of the 
Mayor, who shall be the chief executive officer of the City 
who shall at all times have control and supervision of the 
police of the city, and such other_policemen as he shall, by, 
and with the consent of the Common Council, appoint. -

Whenever a vacancy occurs in a position. in the class
ified service, the appointing authority-shall notify the civil 
service commission of the vacancy. The commission shall certify 
to the appoipting authority the three names standing highest on 
the appropriate eligible list. If two or more vacancies are to 
be filled in the same class, the commission shall certify two 
more names than the number of vacancies to be filled. The -
~ppointing authorities shall appoint one person from the names 
so certified to fill each vacancy. 

Section 2 

The mayor shall, in his appointments~ designate one 
officer to be chief of police and the other officers for special 
duties -as he may deem necessary, and may des,ignate the rank of 
such officers by the proper titles that he may select consistent 
with the civil service rules and regulations. 

The officer designated as chief, subject to his duty 
to enforce all laws of the state _and ordinances of the city, 
shall be subject to the will of the Mayor, ha·ve control and 
supervision of the other police officers and he shall be 
responsible for the faithful perfo1~mance of their duties as 
well as his own. 

Section 3 -

AJ:l policemen of the City shall be sworn officers, 
having the power of arrest according to state statute and with 
the responsibilities for the·protection of life and property, 
the preservation of the public~peace and order, the prevention 
and the detection of crime, ·the apprehension of off~nders, the 
regulation and control of traffic and enforcement of the laws 
of the state·and the ordinances of the City. 

Section 4 -

If any person shall, without authority, assume to act 
as a policeman, or pretentt to have such power, wear the badge 
of a policeman, with the C?ity, he shall be deemed to be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
a su[Tl not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300. 00) or imprisoned 
for a term not exceeding ninety (90) days, at the discretion of 
the· Court·_, 

Section 5 -

Police officers shall be paid such salary and compensation 
for their services to '!the city as shall be fixed by the Common 
Council, by resolution, immediately after appointment and 
qualificatinu. 

- That 1\mendrnents as above are set forth became effective on 
D<:•cember 3, 1974. -

This Certificate is made pursuant to NSA lll0.31 and MSA 410 .. 12 
and is in aucordance with the provisions of the Charter of said 
City ol' Aust'in. 

I hert'!by certif_y that the recitals. of this certificate are true 
and that this uertificate is made in duplicate. -

Dated, made, and certified to at Austin, Minnesota, this 19th day 
of March, 1975. 

City Recorder 
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CER'I' J rt C:1\TE 01' AMENDr-JI:t\T to Cl!l\R'l'I:R m· 

CITY OF AL1ST.CN, 
MOh'ER COUNTY, MTNNF.S01'1\ 

'L'his is to c•el'tify that L Ri.chm:c.l Benzkofor, the undel's1gned 
,1rn the Clty Reco1'der of the City of Austin, MoW(!r' County. Minnesota~ 
That the· s:Hl attached hei•eto is ·1:r1e eo1~por.ctte sc•al of saidCi.ty. 
'rhat persuunt to the recornmenda tion of thl'! c::ity or· l\ust'in Chal'te1, 
Commission~ a public hearing wao duly helcl by the. City CouncU 
of thr=: City of Austin on September 3, 197,lf, at which time the? 
following amendments were submitted to a public hearing of the 
citizens of sr1id C:lty. That the members o.E"·the A1Jstin C:ity Count.>il 
uftt,x.• sui.d public heax•ing by inanJmous vote of a11 · its membei~s 
£tcloptPc1 01•clinances amending the City Charte1~ on the following 
omcmdments: 

That Section 1 of Chapter 1 of the Austin City Charte1.:> 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section l :i.n its entirety 
am.l substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section l - (a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Incorporation and name of the City 
General Powers 
Construction 
Intergovernmental Relations 

(a) All that part of the County of Mower, State of 
'Minnesota, within the limits and boundaries hereinafter described, 
shall be a City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be and f01.•m 
a municipal corporation, under the name and style of the City of 
Austin. 

(b) The City of Austin shall have the powers gene1.~ally 
possessed by a municipal corporation at Common law, and shall have 
and exel;'ctse all .those powers, 1~ight;.§..!L f!..ID_gtions, privi}.§Z§~--~11.9_. ··-·-. 
immunities possessed by it prior to the adoption of· this Article; 

· and also all. pm ... 1ers, ·rights, functions, privileges, .. and immunities 
now or hereafter granted to mtmicipal corporations by ancl under 
the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota; and also all 
potve1.~s, functions, rights, privileges and immtmi.ties inci.den tal to 
or inhe1•ent in, municipal corporations; also all those powers not 
specifically restricted by law~ and in addition it shall have all 
other powers contained in this charter; and it shall have all 
pmveI•s necessary to provide foi' the welfare of its citizens and 
for the common good; and in e:xercisc of the above desc:d.bed powers, 
rights, functions, privilE'!ges and irnmuni ties~ shall be subject 
to the limitations and prohibitions of the constitution and 
laws of the State of-Minnesota; and the City of Austin shall have 
and exercise such powe1~s. as though they· were more specifically 
enumernted in this Charter. It shall, under its coI'porate nc1me, 
be capable of contracting and being contracted with, suing ancl 
be1ng sued,. and of pleading and being irnpleaclecl with, suing and 
bei.ng sued, and of pleading ancl being impleaded in all courts 
of low or equity; and it shall .have a corporate seal, ·which it 
may change or alter at· its pleasuee and it may tal,e, hold, pUt"chase, 
J.eose ,.sell· and convey suoh real, perHonal uncl mixed estate as 
thc.i ptu•pose of said corporation wi 11 regu irE?, OP the exigencies 
ul" su.id copµor•ution may t 1u1tclt!t' eonve:.mtent, \vitl\jn or without the 
limits rir the.~ City. and tht! same;! shc1ll b0 l'rl!C! !'rum tnxntiun. 

(l') Tlw lHJWt'l'.S u r t ht~ C: i ty uncltir· this C:•har tl'l' slw J.J 
be t.•1mst-r.u~2d libP1•nl1y in t·,1vop or the> City, and tlw S[)(:l'it'i1• 
1HP11t ion ol" partil'ulnr pnwpr:-; in this ul1n1:tcir, nr nn rnnentlrrent 
thffl'Pof', slwl l Tit> L bl1 vonstr'uecl · ils l 1111 it ing in any \\lUY, the> 
gcme1•c.1.l pnwel.'s stated in thil:> i.ll'tit•lE!. 

j 
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(d) The City, except where pt'ohibi ted by lnw, may 
exercise:! ;;my of _its powc~l'H 01' perform any of iti:; functions, 
nnd may participate in the ffriancing thereof, joi.ntly or in 
cooperation by contract or• othe1•w:ise, idth the State of Minnesota 
or any poli.ti.ca 1 subialivision or agency thereof, or any one 01' 

more states 01"' civil divisions or agencies thereof or the United 
StuteEi or any agency thereof, _ or any municipal corporation 01' 

political subdivision. The City -sht1ll have powet' to apply for 
and receive any federal or State grants of funds that may be 
available to it and to p01.'vicle aclditional funds to facilitate 
the use of said grants, and alJOll have the powe1.' t-o do and perform 
all acts and do all things necessary to make use of such gron ts, 
and shall have the power to continue the operations of any 
programs or p:cojects begun by use of said grants,' eve1i though the 
grants therefor have expit,ed. 

That Section 6 of Chapter 5 of the 1\ustin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 6 in its enti1~ety 
and subs ti tu ting in lieu thereof the f ollo\ving:: 

Section 6 -

All powers of the City shall be vested in the Council 
except as otherwise provided by law or this char-ter; and the 
GoJ,;lncil shall provide for the e~ercise thereof and the performance 
of all duties and obligations imposed on the City by law. 

That Section 2 of the Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in 
its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 2 -

Each wa1,a shall elect two Aldermen, each of whom shall 
be a resident ancl qualified voter within the Ward for which he is 
elected. There shall. also be elected within and :for sa•icl city 
one Alderrnan-at-J,a,:>ge ,. who shall be a. resident 0£ said City. 

That Section 5 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Cha:cte1.' 
be hereby amended by striking out any refe1"ence to us.treet 
Comrrd.ssione1"'1 in the body of Section 5, Chapte1" 3 of the Aus t'.tn 
City Charter. 

That Section 11 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby stril<.irig out said Section 11 in its entfa,ety. 

That Seetion 12 of Cha.pter 3 of theAustin City Char·te1." 
be be hereby amended by striking out said Section 12 in its 
entirety. 

That Section 15 of Chapter '3 of the J\ustin City ChtH•ter 
b~ hereby amended by stFild.ng out said Section 15 in ints ent:h•ety. 

That Seetion 17 of Chapter 3 of theAustin City ChttI'ter 
be hr.!reby anenclecl by std.king out said Section 17 in {ts entfr,ety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following; 

The me111be1•s 01· thP Coum.'iL i1H:lucling the mnym.', the 
adn:initit1·ntiv( 1 nssi:-;tu11t_ aud 01·1 :.;ulrn1•dincrtc: ofrie<"t's and urnp].i:,yc~C'S 
tit· tl!u City shall t'l!t't!ivc~ Ht1d1 snli..n•ies o'.l.' wc.1gc~s i.lS mny bE! fixPd by 
tlw Council in tH•c•nt•dtllH'P with the Stttt£! Stntirrei:;; whe1•c i:lpplivablc!., 

That se(:tion 18 or' Chnpl.:er 3 ot· the l\ustin City Ch,1!'te1;• 
lw lt(•vPby n1m->ndc1 cl by :-;rt''iking out :,w'tcl Scic•tion 18 ·In its entit•t>ty. 
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'l'ha t Chapter l~ of the Aust iri City Ctw L' tel' bf'! ht:n~hy 
o~nenddtl l>y str1 "ildng out said Chupter q in its enti.Ntty m,cJ 
subst rtu ting in 1 ien thereof the· f o1lo\vlng Chap tet> LJ: 

Chapte11 4 - Pol tee - Ser·t ion l 

The Pol'i.ce fm.,ce of the City shall consist of thE~ 
Mayor, who shall be the chief executive office~ of the City 
who shall at all times have contt•ol and supervision of the 
police~ of the city, and such otlwr pulieemen as he shall, by 
ancl with- the consent of the Common Council,_ appoint. 

ti!henever a vacancy occurs in a position i:n the class
ified service, the appoi.nting authority shall notify the civil 
service commission of the vacancy. The com,nission shall certify 
to the appoi.nting autho1,ity the th11 ee names:.stamling h i.ghest on 
the upp11 oprjJ:1.te eligible list. If two 01.~- mo1;•e vacar1cies are to 
be filled in the same class, the commission shall certify tNo 
more names than the number of vacancies to be filled. '£he · 
~ppointing authorities shall appoint one person from- the 11arnes 
so certified to fill each vacancy. 

Section 2 -

The mayor shall~ in his appoin-tments, designate one 
officer to he chief of police and the othe1.' officers for special 
duties as he may deem necessary, and may designate the rank of 
such officers by the proper titles that he may select consistent 
·with the civil service rules and regulations. 

The officer designated as chief, subject to his duty 
to enforce all laws of the state and ordinances·of the city, 
shall be subject to the wi.11 of the Mayor, have control and 
supervision of the other police officers and he shall be · 
responsible for the faithful performance of their duties as 
well as his own. 

Section 3 -

All policeme-n of the City shall be swo1~n officers, · ~ - · 
having the power of arrest according to-state statute and with 
the 1•esponsibilities for the pl:otection of life and property, 
the p1:>eservation of the public' peace and order, the prevention 
and the detection of crime, the aptn•ehension of offenders, the 
regulation and contt,ol of traffic and enforcement of thci laws 
of the state and the Ol?dinances of the City. 

Section LI -

If any person shall, without authority, assume to act 
as a policeman, or pretemt to ha•ve such power, wear the badge 
of a policeman, with the city, he shall be deemed to be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300. 00)° or imprisoned 

. for a twem not exc.eeding ninety (90) days, at the disc1:-etion of 
the~ Cmmt. 

Section :s -

Police officers shall be paid s1wh sala1:·y and compEmsation 
r·m• thrd.1· ser'vic•es to 'the (1i.ty ns shall J?e fixed by the Common 
Council, by resolut-io11, inunedic1tt1 ly ,1Fh~1• appotntmunt t1nd 
quc.1 l U'ico ti.no. 

Tllr-it /\mem.hncmts ,is t.rbu ✓ fl u1•(•. !--'.·c,t I clt•t}1 b'e,.•:-.irn"·. ,·r· " , ~ c, €.' 1. E! l! ti V(• Oil 
Dt•ceinlit•l' 3, l 97l/. 

Thi
1
s Ct•rti rkate -is mtide put•sut1nt to MSi\ tilO. ':ll. c1nd MSi\ lfJ.O. l 2 . 

om is in cH'C'Ot'clctrwP \vith thr, 1n•t1visions of the Chltt•t·t·t• or snicl 
Ci:t-y nf J\ustin. 

J h.cn,Pby c•Prtify. thnt tho t'flt•i.tal s .or thi~ cc•r•t,· r··tr·•,1 t('• "' . nre true 
nncl tl10t thi.s cert.il''i.l'HtP is mnde in duplicate. · 

t·his l'Jth day 
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ORDIHANCE NOo 1264 

ORDINANCE ANENDING SECTIONS OF THE AUSTIN CITY CHARTERo 

VfHEREAS, the Charter Com<llission of the City 0£ 
Austin has recommended that the Charter Amendments hereinafter 
set forth to the City Council £or _passage r ar1_g _ 

WI:IEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of M.S~~ ..... 410nl2 
Subdivision 7 1 the Common Council of the City of Austin has 
held a public hearing on the said recommendation after 
published notice as provided for therein, 

NOW, THEREFORE t THE cm,IMON COUNCIL OF Tf-1:E- CITY 
OF AUSTIN DO ORDAIN: 

That Section l of Chapter 1 0£ the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 1-in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section l - (a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Incorporation and name of the City 
General Powers 
Construction 
Intergovernmental Relations 

(a) All that part of the County of Mower, State of 
Minnesota, within the limits and boundaries hereinafter describedr 
shall be a City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be and form 
a municipal corporation, unc1er the name and style of the City 
of Austin. 

{b) The City of Austin shall have the powers 
generally possessed by a municipal corporation at common 
law, and shall have anc1 exercise all those powers, rights, 
functions, privileges 7 a:id immunities possessed by it pripr 
to the adoption o;.E this Article; and als,o all powers, rights, 
functions, -privileges, and .immunities now or hereafter granted 
to municipal corporations by and under the constitution and 
laws of tbe State of .Hinnesota.; and also all powers., functions, 
rightss:_privileges and immunities incidental to or inherent 
in, municipal corporations; also all those powers not speci:Eically 
restricted by· law 7 and in addition it shall have 2,ll oth~r 
powers contained in this charter; a!ld it shall have all po,wers: 
necessary to provide for the welfare of its citizens and for 
the common good; and in exercise o:E the above described powers 
rights, functions, privileges and immunities, shall be subject' 
to the limitations and prohibitions of the constitution ai.7,d 
laws of the State of Minnesota; and the City of Austin shall 
have and exercise such powers as though they were more 
specifically enumerated in this Charter .. It shall,_under its 
corporate name., be capable of contracting and being contracted 
with, suing and being sued, and of pleading and being impleaded 
in all courts of law or equity; ai,"ld it shall have a corporate 
seal,. wnich it may change or alter at its pleasure and it may take, 
hold, purchase, lease, sell and convey such real, personal 
and mixed estate as the purpose of said corporation 1.-rill require 

1 

or the exigenci.es 0f saicl corporation may render convenienti 
within or \vithout t."le limits of the City, and the same shall 
be free from taxation. 

(c) The powers o:E the City under this charter shall 
be construt:)d liberally in favor 0£ the City, and the specific 
rr.ention of particular power:s in this cha.rt.Gr, or c1n J.:n,.~ndw.•':nt 
th0reof:, shall not. be construed as limiting in any way, t.h~'! 
general powers stated in this article. 
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{d) The City, except where prohibited by law, may 
exercise any of its powers or perform a~y 0£ its functions, 
and may participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in 

-cooperation by contract or otherwise, with the State of 
r•Iinnesotar or any political subdivision or agency thereof, 
or_any one or more states or civil divisions or agencies 
thereof or the United States or any agency thereof', or any 
municipal corporation or political subdivision. The City shall 
have power to apply for and receive any Federal or State grants 
of funds that may be available to it and to provide additional -
funds to facilitate the use of said grants, and shall have the 
power to do and perform all 3.cts and do all things necessary 
to make use of such grants, and shall have the power to continue 
thB-operations of any programs or projects begun by use of 
said grants, even though the grants therefor have expired. 

That Section 6 of Chapter 5 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 6 
in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following; 

Section 6 

All powers 0£ the City shall be vested in the Council 
except as otherwise provided by law or this charter, and the 
Council shall provide for the exercise thereof and the per
formance of all duties and obligations imposed on the City 
by law. 

That Section 2 of -the Chapter 3 of the Austin City_ 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in 
its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof .the £allowing: 

Section 2·-

Each ward shall elect two Aldermen_, each of whom 
shall be a resident and qualified voter within tthe ·ward for 
which he is elected- There shall also be elected within a,nd 
f,or said city one Alderman-at- Large, who shall be a resident 
0£ said City. 

That Section 5 of Chapter_3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out any reference to 
11 Street Commissioner" in the body 0£ Section 5, Chapter 3 
of the Austin City Charter. 

That Section ll of Chapter 3 of-the Austin City 
Charter be hereby striking out said Section 11 in it_s entirety. 

That Section 12 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by str:iking out said Section 12 
in its entirety. 

That Section 15 of Chapter 3 o£the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 15 
in its entirety. 

That Section 1 7 of Chapter. 3 of the Austin City Charter 
by hereby amended by striking out said Section 17 in its 
entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec t:lon 17 -

The members of the council, including the mayor, 
the ;::1,drnini5 trative assist.ant, c,1.nd all subordinate officers 
-employ;-~es of the City shall receive such salaries or wages 
as may be fixed by the Council in accordance with the State 
Statutes ,./here applicable. 

That-Section 18 0£ Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section-ls 
1.n its entirety. 

BOOK :]8 PAGE5·32 
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That Chapter 4 of the Austin City Charter be hereby 
amended by striking out said Chapter 4 in its entirety and 
substituting in lieu th2r3of the following Chapter 4; 

Chapter 4 - Police - Section 1 

The police force of the City. shall .consist of the. 
Hayer, who shall be the chief executive officer of the Cityk 
who shall at all times have control and supervision of the 
police of the city, and such other policemen as he shall, 
by and with the consent of the Common Council, appoint~ 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in a position in the class
ified service, tb.e appointing authority shall notify the 
civil service commission of the vacancy. The commission 
shall certify to the appointing authority :the three names 
standing highest on the appropriate eligible list. If two 
or more vacancies are to be filled in the same class, the. 
commission shall certify two more names than the n1;trnberof 
vacancies to be filled_ Tbe appointing authorities shall 
appoint one person :from the names so certified to :Eill each 
vacancy. 

Section 2-

The :mayor shall, in his appointments, designate one 
officer to be chief o:E police and the ·other officers for 
special duties as he may deem necessary, and may designate 
the rank of such officers by the proper titles that he may 
select consistent with the civil service rules and regulations. 

The officer designated as chiefr subject to his duty 
to enforce al:).. laws of the state and ordinances of the City, 
shall be subject to the will of the .Mayor, have control and· 
supervision of the other police of:ficers and he shall be 

.responsible :Ear the faithful performance of their duties as 
well as his own. 

Section 3-

All policemen of the City shall be sworn officers, 
having the power of arrest according to state statute and with 
the responsibilities for.the protection of life and property, 
the preservation of the public peace and order, the 

·prevention and the detection o:E crime, the apprehension of 
offenders,: the regulation and contra:,. .of traffic and enforce
ment of the laws of the state and the ordinances of the City. 

Section 4 .... 

If any person shall, without authority, assume to 
act as a policeman, or pretend to have such· power, wear the 
badge of a policeman, with the city, he shall be deemed to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereo:f, shall 
be fined in a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00) 
or imprisoned for a term not exceeding ninety (90) days., at 
cile discretion of the Court. 

Section 5 -

Police officers shall he paid such salary and compensa
tion for their services to the city as shall be .fixed by tho 
coillmon council, by resolution, ini,uediately after c\ppointm.en t 
and qt.wlitication. 

The amendments above set forth shall be.come effective 
ninety (90) days after publication of said ordinance, unless 
within sixty (60) days after the.publication of said ordinance 

BOOK '.)8 PAGE533 
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,':!. p~tition for a referendum is filed with the City Recorder 
pursuant to said N.S.A. 41:0.12 Subdivision 7. 

Passed by n vote of Yeas and Nays this 3rd day 
of September, 1974ri 

ATTEST: 

_ YEAS 6 NAYS 0 

APP.ROVED: 

Office of Register. of Deeds }ss 
Mowei County, Minnesota 

I hrreby certify that the within instrument was fifed 

far record on the L day of ~v- A.D., 19 LY 
at.:t__o'clocki!LM, and duly recorded in Bnok3 8 
ofl'/(f;,J'. on p;a•. s;'3/. ~ .-.--. 

- <JI__{ f.1-:1a~-· . . ''".<,.,e..J 
~ . Register of0-.-: _if;; 
,1 - fu / 1-Z: ,,, , :\ - -,X:f ,,('--V\. ~~. 0,:1.dtf Ou 

By 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF_STATE 

Ff LED 
APR2 81975 

/Jr..,,., t'Jnc!M~,,,,I /Aswu . 
I secretary of Stattt 

BUOK 



NOTICE OF BEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

MUNICIPAL CHARTER OF AUSTIN, MINNESOTA 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that the Common Council of the City of 
Austin, Minnesota, will meet in the Council Chambers of the 
City of Austin at the Austin Municipal Building at 8:00 o'clock 
P.M. on the 3rd day of September, 1974 to consider the proposed 
amendments to the Municipal Charter of Austin,.Minnesota, as 
follows: 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1 AMENDMENT OF THE GENERAL POWERS 
OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN TO INCLUDE 
A GENERAL POWERS PROVISION 

That Section 1 of Chapter 1 of the· Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said Section l in its entirety 
and subs ti tu ting in lieu thereo:E the £allowing: 

Section l - (a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Incorporation and name of the City 
General Powers 
Construction 
Intragovernmental Relations 

(a) All that part of the County of Mower,·State of 
Minnesota, within the limits and boundaries hereinafter described, 
shall be a City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be and form 
a municipal· corporation, under the name and style of the City 
of Austin. 

(b) The City of Austin shall have the powers generally 
possessed by a municipal corporation at common law, and shall 
have and exercise all those powers, rights, functions, privileges,· 
and immunities possessed by it prior to the adoption o:f this · · 
Article; and also all powers, rights, functions, privileges, 
and immunities now or thereafter granted to municipal corporations 
by and under the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota; 
and also all powers, functions, rights, privileges and immunit
ies incidental.to or inherent in, municipal corporations; 
also all those powers not specifically restricted by law, and 
in addition it shall have all other powers contained in this 
charter; and it shall have all powers necessary to provide for 
the welfare of its citizens and for the common good; and in 
exercise of the above described powers, rights, functions, 
privileges and immunities, shall be subject to the limitations 
and prohibitions of the constitution and laws of the State of 
Minnesota; and the City of Austin shall have and exercise such 
powers as though they_were more specifically enumerated in 
this Charter. It shall, under its corporate-name, be capable 
of contracting and being contracted with, suing and being sued, 
and of pleading and being impleaded, in all courts of law or 
equity; and it shall have a corporate seal, which it may 
change or alter at its pleasure and it may take hold 
purchase, lease, sell and convey such real, personal and mixed 
estate as the purpose of said corporation will require, or the 
exigencies of said corporation may render convenient, within or 
without the limits of the City, and the same shall be free from 
taxation. · 

(c) The powers of the City.under this charter shall be 
construed liberally in favor of the City, and the specific 
mention of particular powers in this charter, or an amendment 
thereof, shall not be construed as limiting in any way, the 
general powers staed in this article. 
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(d) The City, except where prohibited by law, may exercise 
any of its powers or perform any of its £unctions, and may 
participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in cooperation 
by contract or otnerwise, with the State of Minnesota,•. or any 
political subdivision or agency thereof, or any one or more 
states or civil divisions or agencies thereof or the United 
States or any agency thereof, or any municipal corporation or 
political subdivision. The City shall have power to apply for 
and receive any Federal or State grants of funds that may be 
abailable to it and to provide additional funds to facilitate 
the use of said grants, and shall have the power to do and 
perform all acts and do all things necessary to make use of 
such grants, and shall have the power to continue the 
operations of any programs or projects begun by use of said 
grants, even though the grants therefor have expired. 

That Section 6 of Chapter 5 of the Austin City Charter 
by hereby amended by striking out said Section 6 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following; 

Section 6-

All powers of the City shall be vested_in the Council except 
as otherwise provided by law or this charter, and the Council 
shall provide for the exercise thereof- and the performance 0£ 
all duties and obligations imposed on the City by law. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2 DELETION OF.REFERENCE IN THE 
AUSTIN CITY CHARTER TO THE 
ABOLISHED OFFICE OF JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE AND' STREET COMMISSIONER. 

That Section 2 of the Chapter 3 of the Austin City Cha:rter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in its entirety 
and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 2 -

Each ward shall elect two Aldermen, each of whom shall be 
a.resident and qualified voter within the Ward for which he is 
elected. There shall also be elected within and for said city 
one Alderman-at-Large, who shall be a resi-dent of said City. 

That Section 5 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out any reference to "Street Cornmissionerra 
in the body of Section 5, Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter. 

That Section ll of chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 11 in its 
entirety. 

That Section 12 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said Sectionl2 in its entirety. 

That Section 15 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter 
be hereby amended by striking out said Section 15 in its 
entirety. 

That Section 17 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said Section 17 in its entirety 
and substituting.in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 17 -

The members· of the Council, including the mayor, the 
administrative assistant, and ail subordinate officers and employees 
of the City shall receive such salaries or wages as may be fixed 
by the Council in accordance with the State Statutes where applicable. 
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That Section 18 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City Charter be 
hereby amended by striking out said Section 18 in its entirety. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3 AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 4 OF 
THE CITY CHARTER TO REFLECT 
POWER OF CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION IN POLICE APPOINT
MENT, AND POWERS OF THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

That Chapter 4 of the Austin City Charter be hereby amended 
by striking out said Chapter 4 in its entirety and substituting 
in lieu thereof the following Chapter 4: 

Chapter 4 - Police - Section 1-

The police force of the city shall consist of the 1"1:ayor, 
who shall be the chief executive officer of the city, who shall 
at all times have control and supervision of the police of the 
city, and such other policemen as he shall, by and with the 
consent of the Common counci+, appoint. 

· Whenever a vacancy occurs in a position in the classified 
service, the appointing authority shall notify the civil service 
commission of the vacancy. The commission shall certify to the 
appointing authority the three names standing highest on the 
appropriate eligible list. If two or more vacancies are to be 
filled in the same cl ass, the commission shall certify two more 
names than the number of vacancies to be filled. The appointing 
authorities shall appoint one person from the names so certified 
to fill each vacancy. 

Section 2---

The mayor shall, in his appointments, designate one officer 
to be chief of police and the other officers f·or: special duties 
as he may deem·, necessary, and may_ designate the rank of such 
o£ficers by the proper titles that he may select consistent 
with the civil service rules and regulations .. 

The officer designated as chief, subject to his duty to 
enforce all laws of the·state and ordinances of the city,. shall 
be subject to the will of the Mayor, have control and super
vision of the othe:r: police officers and he shall be responsible 
for the faithful performance of their duties as well as his own. 

Section 3...; 

All policemen of the City sha11- be sworn officers, having -
the power of arrest according to state statute and with the 
responsibilities for the prOtection of life and property, the 
preservation 0£ the public peace and order, the prevention arid 
the detection of crime, the apprehension of of£enders, the 
regulation and control of traffic and enforcement of the laws 
of the state and the ordinances of the city. 

Section 4 -

If any person shall, without authority, assume to act as a 
policeman, or pretend to have such power, wear the badge of a 
policeman, with the city, he shall be deemed to be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereo£, shall be fined in a 
sum not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00) or imprisoned 
for a term not exceeding ninety ( 90} days; at the discretion of 
the Court. 

Section 5 -

Police officers shall be paid-such salary and compensation 
for their services to the City as shall be fixed by the common 
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council, by resolution, immediately after appointment and 

qualifica-ti.on. 

Dated this 9th day of A11gustr 1974. 
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500 4th . A VENUE NORTHEAST 

Secretary of state 
State Office Building 
st. Paul, Minnesota 

Gentlemen: 

April 7, 1975 

Enclosed please find this ordinances 
amending the City of Austin charter. These 
amendments have been filed with the Register 
of Deeds,. Mower County. · 

Upon filing by your office, kindly 
return these copies for the City's files. 

Thank you. 

DB: lk 

· Enc. 
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