STATE OF MINNESOTA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ST, PAUL

PROCLAUVMAT I O ,

Frowm the time the snow leavez the ground in the spring,
until it agaln covers the ground in early Wwinter, forest fires
gonstiltute a perious menace to ovur forest resources, and to the
settlers In the timbered oress

Nearly one thousand pecple have been burned to dezth
by forset fires in Minnesotn. Counting also the grief 4o
survivezs, the broken famllies, ths blasted hopss, the discouraging
sffect on prospective settlers, the logs of @§pcr%uniti@@ fox
labox, 1t is easily scen that forest fire prevention is one ef
our state’s greatest problems,

The property loss im our state in the last thirty years has
averaged $3,000,000 per ysar. This makes no allowance for the
potential value of young, growing timber, which is more serious
then the timber actually destroyed. Forest fires kill valuable
wild gawe, destroy beaubiful lake shore scenery, retard agricultur-
al development and digcourage reforestation. , _

We are spending millions for oubside timber which we can
just ag well produce in Minnesota, with proper forest protection
and propagation. Nearly all forest fires are caused by human
agencies, most of them by carelessnessg. With propexrly supporied
forest mervice, much can be done in preventing apnd fighting fires.
But there can be no secuzlty undll all persons in our woods,
settlers, campers, hwmbers, raillroad men and lumbermen, are
thoroughly impressed with the necessity for the ubmost caution
in hendling fires,and the danger in leaving fires unguenched owx
in setting fires which may get beyond contrele This can be ae-
copplished partly by legislation and law enforcement, bul more

by educatione

Spring being an appropriate time t0 make plans for fire
prevention during the coming season, L, J.&. 0. Preus, Governox
of Minnesota, do hereby designate the wesk of April 16th to 284, asg

FOREST PROTECTION WEEK,

and urge private citizens, public officlals, newspapers and our

gohools 40 co-operate in spreading information concerning the need
rrobecting our settlers and

of conserving our tilmber resourcss, I
giving encouragement o every industry in our timber and cut-aver
regionse
Id WITHESS WHEREOF, I have hereunteo
get my hend and caused the Great Seal
of the Btate %0 be affixzed heretoc this

twenty;niff;;??? of Mapel, 4983,

Governor of Minnesobae
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