
ORDHl.\lJCE !:'JO~ 12-64 

ORDINANCE ANENDHTG SECTIONS OF TBE AUSTIN CITY Ctli\RTER. 

WHEREAS I the Charter Com.missio-:i. of l::hG City o.t 
Austin has r€commended that the Charter Amendments hereinafter 
s.:;t forth to the City Council for passage .r and - -

WHEREAS, pursuant to thc'c provisions of ·;:.i .. s .. .;. .. 410 .. 12 
Subdivision 7 

1 
the Common Council of the City o:E Austin has 

held a public hearing on the said recommendation after 
published n.otice as provided for therein, 

NOW, THEREFORE~ THE COMMON COU:NCIL OF THE CITY 
OP AUSTIN DO ORDAIN: 

That Section l of Chapter 1 of the Austin City Charter 
1:Je hereby amended by striking out said Section 1 in its entirety 
and substituting iri lieu thereof the following: 

Section 1 - { a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Incorporation and name of the City 
General Powers 
Construction 
Intergovernmental Relations 

{a) All that part of the County of Mower, State of 
Minnesota, within the limits and boundaries hereinafter described, 
shall be a City, and the inhabitants thereof shall be and form 

. a municipal corporation, under the name and style of the City 
of Austin. 

(b) The City of Austin shall have the powers 
generally possessed by a municipal corporation at common 
la,w, and shall have and exercise all those powers., rights, 
functions, privileges, and immunities possessed by it pri?r 
t-o the adoption of this Article; and also all powers, righ·ts, 
functions, privileges, and immunities now or hereafter granted 
to municipal corporations by and under the constitution and 
laws of the State of Minnesota; and also all powers 8 functions, 
ri·ghts., privileges and immunities inc.idental to or inherent 
in, municipal corporations; also all those powers not speci:fica.J.ly 
restricted by law, and in addition it shall have all other 
powers contained in this charter; and it shall have all po;wers: 
necessary to provide for the welfare of its citizens and for 
the common good; and in exercise of the above described powers, 
rights, functic:ms, privileges and immunities, shall be subject 
to the limitations and prohibitions of the constitution ai-id 
laws of the State o:E Minnesota; and the City o:E Austin shall 
have and exercise such powers as though they were more 
specifically enumerated in this Charter.. It shall , und.er its 
corpo:rate name, be capable of contracting and being contracted 
with, suing and being sued, and 0£ pleading and being impleaded 
in all courts o:E law or equity; and it shall have a corporate 
sear, wliich it may change or alter at :l-ts pleasure and it may take, 
hold, purchase, lease, sell and c-onvey such real, personal 
and mixed estate as the purpose.of said corporation will require, 
or the exigencies of said corporation may render conveni~nt, 
within or without the limits of the City, and the same shall -
be free from taxation. 

(c) The powers of the City under this charter shall 
be construed liberally in favor of the city, and.the speci£ic 
mention o'f particular powers in· this charter I or an amendment 
thareof 1 shall not be construed as limiting in any way, the 
general powers stated in this article. 
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{d) The City, except wnere prohibited by law, m~y 
exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions, 
and may participate in the financing thereo£, jointly or in 
cooperation by contract or otherwise, with th~ s·tat.e oE 
Minnesota,. or any political subdivision or a9ency thereat', 
or any one or more states or civil divisions or agencies· 
thereof or the United States or any agency-thereof.,.or.any 
municipal corporation or political subd_ivision. The City shall 
have power to apply for and receive any Ped\~ral or State grants 
of funds that may be available to it and to provide additional 
funds to facilitate the use of said grants, and shall have the 
pmrer to do and perform all acts and do all things necessary 
to make use of such grants, and shall have the po\>Jer to continue 
the operatio.ns of any programs or projects begun by use of 
saidgrant:s1 even though the grants therefor have expired. 

That Section 6 of Chapter 5 of the· Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 6 
in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following; . 

Section 6--

All powers of the City shall be vested in the Council 
except as otherwise provided by law or this charter, and the 
Council shall provide for the exercise thereof and the per
:Eormance of all duties and obligations imposed ori the City 
by law. 

That Section 2 of the Chapter 3 0£ the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 2 in 
its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 2·-

Each ward shall elect· two Aldermen 7 each of whom 
shall be a resident and qu.aJ.ified voter within ·'.J:he Ward for 
Which he is elected~ There shall also be elected within and 
:Ear said city one Alderman-at- Large, Who shall be a resident 
0£ said C.ity,. 

That Section 5 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out any referenc.e to 
"Street commissioner" in the body 0£ Section 5., Chapter 3 
of the Austin City Charter,. 

That Section 11 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be. hereby striking out said Section lI in its entirety .. 

That Section 12 of Chapter 3 o;E the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 12 
in its entirety .. 

That Section 15 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby · amended by striking out said Section 15 
in its entirety. 

That Section l 7 of Chapter 3 of the F.ustin City Charter 
by hereby amended by striking out said Section 17 in its 
en-t;irety and subs ti tu ting in lieu thereof the £allowing: 

Section 17 --

The members o:E the Council, including the mayor, 
the administrative assistant, and all subordinate officers 
employees of the City shall receive such salaries or wages 
as·may be fixed by the Council in accordance with the State 
Statutes where applicable. 

. . 

That Section 18 of Chapter 3 of the Austin City 
Charter be hereby amended by striking out said Section 18 
in its entirety,, 

and 
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That Chapter 4 o:f the Austin City Ch::irter be hereby 
<'.!mended by striking out said Chapter 4 in its ent:Ltety and 
subs ti tu ting in 1 i(::;U thereo£ the £ollowin9, Chapter 4: 

Chapt~r 4 - Police - Section 1 

The police :force of the Ci t.y shall consist --of the 
i'•layor, who shall be the chief executive officer of the Cityk 
who shall at all times have control and supervision of the 
police of the city, and such other policemen as he shall, 
by and with the -consent of the Common Council, appoint. 

_ -Whenever a vacancy occtlrs in a position in the class;... 
ified servicer the appointing authority'shall notify the 
civil service commission 0£ the vacancy~ The commission 
shal 1. certify to the appointing a,uthori ty the three names 
standing highest on the appropriate eligible list. If two 
or more vacancies are to be filled in the same class, the 
commission'shall certify two more names than th€! n~mber of 
vacancies to be £i1led.. T]Je appointing authorities shall 
appoint one person from the names so certified to fill each 
vacancy. 

Section 2-

Themayor shall, in his appointments, designate one 
officer to be chief 0£ police and the other officers for 
special duties as he may deem necessary, and may designate 
the rank of such officers by the proper titles that he may 
select consistent with the civil service rules 'and regulations. 

The officer designated as chief, subject to his duty 
to enforce all laws of the state and ordinances of the City, 
shall be subject to the will of the Mayor, have control and 
supervision of the other police of:ficers and he shall be 
responsible for the £aithful performance of their duties as 
well as his own~ 

Section 3-

All policemen of the City shall be sworn of:E:i.cers 7 

having the power of arrest according-to state statute and wi.th 
the responsibilities :for the protection of life and property, 
the preservation of the public peace and order, the 
prevention and the detection of crime, the apprehension o:E 
offenders;· the regulation and contro:J,. of traf:Eic and enforce
ment of the· laws of the state and the ordinances of the City. 

Section 4-

_If any person shall, without authority, assume to 
act as a policeman, or pretend to have such power, wear the 
badge of a policeman; with the city, he shall be deemed to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall 
be fined in a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00) 
or imprisoned for a term not exceeding ninety (90) days, at 
the discretion of the Court. 

Section 5 -

Police officers shall be paid such salary and compensa
tion £or their services to the city as shall he fixed by the 
common council, by resolution, i1nmediately after appointment 
and guali£ication. 

irhe amendments above set forth shall become effective 
ninety ( 90) days after publication of said ordinance/ unless. 
within sixty {60) days after the publication of said ordinance 



a petition for a referendum.is filed with the City Recorder 
pursuant to said M.S~A~ 410.12 Subdivision 7. 

J?assad by a vote of Yeas and Nays this 3rd day 

of September, 1974. 

NAYS 0 

APPROVED,;. 

ATTEST: 


