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CHARitR 

_GITY 0( LAY-_E c;J TJ 

CHAPTER l. 

Name, Boundari e~. Powers and General Prev ·. ' 1, s 

Section 1.01. Name and Boundaries. The City of L..t·· :. ► -,, in the Counties 
of Wabasha and Goodhue, State of Minnesota, shall, upon t11e t,11<109 effect of this 
charter, continue to be a municipal corporation~ under thP name and style of the 
City of Lake City with the same boundaries as now are or herpafter may be estab
lished. 

Section 1.02. Powers of the City. The city sha1 l have alt powers which it 
may now or hereafter be possible for a municipal corporation in this state to 
exercise in harmony with the constitutions of this state and of the United States. 
It is the intention of this charter to confer upon the cit/ every power which it 
would have if it were specifically mentioned. The charter shall be construed 
liberally in favor of the city, and the specific mention of particular municipal 
powers in other sections of this charter to not limit the powers of the city to 
those thus mentioned. Unless granted to some other officer or body, all powers 
are vested in the city council. · 

Section 1.03. Charter Effective. This charter shall tdke effect thirty 
days from and after its adoption by the voters. 

CHAPTER 2 

Form of Government 

Section 2. 01 •. Form of Government. The form of government established by this 
· charter is the "Mayor-Council Plan." The council shall t1xercise the legislative 

power of the city and determine all matters of policy . 

. Section2.02. Boards and Commission_s_. The council shall create a Hospital 
Board to exercise powers and duties relating to hospital and public health matters;· 
a Marina Board to exercise powers and duties relating to the marina and waterfront 
matters; a Utility Board to exercise powers and duties relating to water; sewer, 
and electricity; and may create by ordinance if it deems necessary such other boards 
and commissions to advise the council with respect to any municipal function or 
activity, to investigate any subject of interest to the city, or to perform quasi-
judicial functions. The powers and duties of all boards and co11m1issions shall be 
determined by ordinance. The counci 1 shaJ l itself be and perform the duties and 
exercise the powers of such boards and commissions provided for by statute unless 
it otherwise so provides by ordinance. Each board and co11WT1ission shall consist 
ofnot less than three nor more than fifte.en members who shall each serve for a 
term of three years .. ·No board or commission member shall serve more than three 
consecutive terms, or serve as a member of more than one board or commission at 
the same time except as a member of a planning conmdssion. The three consecutive 
term provision shall not be retroactive to the adoption of this charter. Any board 
or commission member nay be removed from office for cause shown by vote of not less 
than five mer.ibers of the counci 1. The mayor shal 1 appoint the members of the boards 
and commissions, subject to the confi rr1ati on of a majority of the counci 1. A 11 
persons now holding office in the city shall continue in o4"fice to the expiration 
of the term for which they have been appointed and until their successors sha 11 
have been designated and qualified. The terms of all board and commission members 
shall be extended to the first business day of i\J...,ch of the year next succeeding 
the date of the expiration of their term expirinJ dfter the adoption of this charter. 

. ' 

i 



Section 2. 03. Elective Officers . :he 1·01.mc i1 s ,;, ' l h,• '"drnposed of a mayor· 
and six council persons,_ who shall be qc.clni,•t~ e1ec• r. oft,., city and \-Jho shall 
be elected at large. The mayor and cm .. rci} ~, ·-,.0ns .• _ il hold office for the term_ 
of three years, commencing on the first ousin,,. ·!'i', · Jan'..lary fo1lowinq the year 
in which they were elected and qualified, ari.1 · ~i 1 ':· ,:l <.,uccessors are elected 
andquaTified. The term of theincumbecflts h.: .--.r .. nin · f'i}Jed bymunicipa1 
election before adoption of this charter whoc,t: ~.,r 1· ... ,.I . • in 1975 are herebi 
extended so as to end on the first business dd .,, c, 1 • 1",; t · ~ I 176. The term of 
the incurr.bents holding office filled by municipdl t•,., tH.f i .,fore adoption of this 
charter whose terms expire in 1976, are he-reby extP., ,·•d ·, , il, to end on the fir.st 
business day of January. 1977. The two unfilled ofhc.0 .--, i rouncil persons cre.ated 
by this charter shall be filled .at a specia1 e1ection ori "h' first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in February, 1975-, and those council .i1:· ... •-.,n. so elected shall 
take office on the first business day of March, 1975, wh . t tPrms shall expire on 
the first business day in January, 1978. , 

Section 2.04. Incompatible Offices. No member of the v,uncil sha.11 hold any 
other p.aid municipa 1 office or employment under the city~ and until one year after 
the expiration of the member's term as mayor or council penon, no former member shall 
be appointed to any paid appointive office or employment under the city which offic~ 
or employment was created or the emoluments of which were 'fntreased during the 
member's term as· council person. 

Section 2.05. Vacancies in the Council. A vacancy in the council shaH be 
deemed to exist in case of the failure of any person elected thereto to qualify on 
or before the date of the second regular meeting of the new council, or by reason 
of the death, resignation, removal from office, removal from the city, continuous 
a'bsertce from the city for more than three months, or conviction of a felony of any 
such person whether before or after his qualification; or by reason of the failure 
of any council person without good cause to perform any of the duties of membership 
in the council for- a period of three months. In each such case the cot.men shall by 
resolution declare such vacancy to exist and shall forthwith appoint an eligible 
person to fill the same until the next regular municipal el~ctHm~ when the office 
shall be filled for the unexpired term. 

Section 2.06. The Mayor. The mayor shall be the presiding officer of tPle 
council, except that ttre council shall chose from its members a president pro tem 
who shall hold office at the pleasure of the council and shall serve as presideijt 
in the mayor's absence and as mayor in case of the mayor's disability or absence 
from the city. The mayor sha 11 have a vote as a member of the counci 1 • The mayor 
shall exercise all powers and perform an duties conferred and imposed upon the mayor 
by this charter, the ordinances of the city, and the laws of the stilte. · The mayor 
shall be recognized as the official head of the city for all ceremonial purposes, 
by the courts for the purpose of serving civil process 11 and by the governor for the _ 
purposes of martial Jaw. The ,mayor shall study the operations .of the city government 
and shal1 report to the council any neglect, dereliction of dut_y, or waste on the • 
part of any officer or department of the city. In time of public tianger or emergency .o 

the mayor may, with the consent of the council, take command of the police, maintain -
order and enforce the law. The' mayor shall from time to time give the council such 
information and recommend such measures as the mayor may deem advantageous to the 
city. 

. -

j 
-S~ction ?.07: Salaries~ The .ma~or and council .persons shall receive ~uch com- _· :,! 

pensat~on as 1s fixed. by the counc11 ,n accordanc~ irnth law. U~less othen,nse provided ~i 

.
by ordinance, all_off1cers and emp~oyees of the city shall rece1Ve such salaries or __ -_,

1
». 

wages as may be f1xed by the counc11. _ ":J, 
-·· 'ii-' ~ 

Section 2.08. Investigation of City Affairs.· The council may make investiga- ·?,';, 
tions into the affairs of the city and the conduct of any city department, office, ·7,J 

- or agency and for this purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take ~ij 
testimony, and require the production of evidence. The council shall provide for :11 
an audit of the city's accounts at 1 east once a year by a state department in · J 
charge of such work, or by a certified public accountant. At any time the council - -,1, 
may provide for an examination or audH of the accounts of any city officer or l 
agency and it may provide for any survey or research study on any subject of 
municipal concern. 



CHAPTER 3 

Section 3.01. Coun_<;_il Meeting~~- On the -.e·;,.n,,; ! v.;h · icty of January fo1low-
ing a regular municipal election~ thr:- council sha11 r•~,,• ,t ~ 1r usual place and time 
for the holding of council meetings. At this- time th• n:•v. '·' E 1@cted members of the 
co•.mcil shall assume their duties. Thereafter the c.ot,\. i' ,rail meet at such times 
each month as may be prescribed by ordinance or resolutit,p fhe mayor or any three 

'r.1embers of the council may call special meetings of tht• •~· n ii upon reasonable notice 
to each member of the council. Such notice \oJhenever po, i'.,'t stall be delivered per .. 
sonally to each member or shall be left at the member's 1,, ,,:1 place of residence w,ith 
some responsible person.· All meetings of the council sh<l 1 :,e open to the public,, 
and the public shall have access to the minutes and recorc'', vwreof at a11 reasonable 
times. 

Section 3.02. Secretary of Counci1, The city clerk, or the clerk's designee, 
when approved by the counci 1 ~ shall act as secretary of the c;ouncil .. The clerl< 
sha 11 keep a journal of the council proceedings and such other records and perform 
such other duties as this charter or the council may require. The council shall 
choose such other officers and employees as may be necessary to serve at its meeting. 

Section 3.03: Rules of Procedure and Quorum. The council shall detennine 
its ovm rules and order of business.· A majority of all members elected shall con
stitute a quorum to do business, but a small er number may adjourn from time to time. 
The council may by ordinance provide a means by which a minority may compel the 
attendance of absent members. · 

Section 3.04. Ordinances, Resolutions and notions. f)(cept ils in this charter 
otherwise provided, all legislation shall be by ordinance. The yes and no vote on 
ordinances, resolutions, and motions shall be recorded unless the vote is unani
mous. An. affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the. council present 
shall be required for the passage of all ordinances and resolutionsl)- except as 
otherwise provided in this charter. 

Section 3.05. Procedure on Ordinances. Every ordinance other than emergency 
. ordinances shall have two public readings. At least seven days shall elapse betweei'l 

the first and second readings thereof. Every ordinance before passage, eJtcept 
emergency ordinances, shall be published once in the official newspaper" of the 
city at 1 east three days before the second reading thereof. The enact.fog clause 
of all ordinances shall be in the words "THE CITY OF LAKE CITY DOES ORDAIN. 0 No 
ordinance shall contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly explained in 
its title. At the time of the second reading, the council may by unanimous consent 
dispense with the second reading of the proposed ordinance. 

Section 3.06. Emergency Ordinances. An emergency ordinance is an ordinance 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, morals, safety 
or welfare in which the emergency is defined and declared in a preamble thereto, 
and is adopted by a vote of at least five members of the council. No prosecution 
sha 11 be based upon the provisions of any emergency ordinance until 24 hours after · 
the ordinance has been filed with the city clerk and posted in three conspicuous 
places or until the ordinance has been published, unless the person charged with 
violation had actual notice of the passage of the ordinance prior to the act or 
omission. complained of. No emergency ordinance sha 11 be effective for a period 
in excess of one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of adoption. 

Section 3.07. Procedure on Resolutions. Every resolution presented shall be 
read or stated in full before a vote is taken thereonr 

Section 3.08. Signing an.d Publi_qition of Ordinances and Resolutions. Every 
ordinance or resolution passed by the council shall be signed by the mayor or by two 
other council members. attested by the city cl erk and fi1 ed and preserved by him. 
Every ordinance shall be published at least once after passage in the official 
newspaper. To the extent and in the manner provided by law an ordinance may in
corporate by reference a statute of Minnesota, a ,;tr1te administrative rule or a 

j 
l 
' 



regulation, a code 1 or ordinance or part ti1ereor .-dthout pub1ishfog the material 
- referred to in ful 1. 

Section 3.09. When Ordinances and Reso1ut:c,ns Take Eff.·cL Every resnlution 
and emergency ordinance shall take effectimmedi~·tef:.-,uion· ··1·:--passage or at such 
later date as it may specify. Every other ordinance :,hu11 take effect Jo dayL.a.f.ter 
publication or at such later date as is fixed therein. Every ordinance and resolu
tion adopted by the voters of the city sha11 take effrct iru1·t•diately upon its 
adoption, or at such later time as is fixed therein. 

Section 3.10. Amendment and Repeal of Ordinances a_f!.9 J-i~solutions. Except as 
provided in Section 3.06, every ordinance or resolution re,iedling a previous ordinance 
or resolution or section or subdivision thereof shall give the number, if any, and'' 
the title of the ordinance or resolution to be repealed in ,..,hole or in part. No or .. 
dinance or resolution shall be amended by reference to th£• title- alone, but such an 
amending ordinance or resolution shall set forth in full each section or subdivision 
to be amended and shall indicate by appropriate type or symbol the miltter tobe omitted 
or added. 

Section 3.11. Revision and Codification of Ordimrnces. The city may revise, 
rearrange and codify its ordinances with such additions and deletions as may be 
deemed necessary by the council. Such ordinance code shall be published in bookll 
pamphlet or continuously revised loose-leaf form and copies shall be made available 
by the council at the office of th-e city clerk for general distribution to the pub
lic free orat a reasonable charge. Publication in such a code shall be a sufficient 
publication of any ordinance provision not previously published if a notice that 
copies of the codification are available at the office of the city clerk and is 
published in the official newspap·er for at least two successi '1e w~~~.s~ 

CHAPTER 4 

Nominations and Elections-

. -~:} 
•• ·g; 

,; 
. ; 

-;,· 

Section 4.01. The Regular Municipal Election. A regular muVlicipal electiofD i;h@n : 
be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novembier of each ye~r co•fll{{:• ~·-
ing in 1975, at such place or places as the city council may desi~nate. Thia city 
cleric' sha 11 give at least two weeks published notice of the time and place of holding 
such electi.on and of the officers to be elected, but failure to give $ijCh notice 
sha 11 not i nva 1 i date such election. - ·· · 

Section 4.02. Special Elections. The council may by resolution order a special 
election and provide all means for holding it. The city clerk· shall give two weeks• :,/ 
published notH:e of a special election. The procedure at suctr election shall conform. {; 
as nearly as possible to that prescribed for other municipal elettions.. · ./f 

Section 4.03. Procedure at Elections. Subject to the provisions of this ·.i 
charter and the laws of the State of Minnesota, the council may by ordinance further_ ti 
regulate the cond~ct of municipal elections. Except as otherwise provided in this j~ 
charter or in ordrnances adopted pursuant ~hereto,. the genera 1 laws of the State of . .!-'!1' 

Minnesota perta i n i ng to e 1 ecti<ms s h:~:P::: 1: to mun ic 1 pal el ectt ons • • :.:.-.:.i_l.:.i 

Initiative and Referendum .· .;;e 

-::;~; ' 

Section 5.01. Powers Reserved by the People. The qualified electors of the ~:.~~· 
City of Lake City reserve to themselves the power, in accordance with the provisions :i 
of this charter, to initiate and adopt ordinances and to require an ordinance when -:i, 

passed by the counci 1 to be referred to the electors for approval or di sapprova 1. ?il-' 
These powers sha11 be called the initiative and the referendum. j 

Section 5.02. Further Regulation~. The council may provide by ordinance -~, 



such further regulations for the initiati1e and referencum, not inconsistent with 
this charter, as it deems necessary. 

Section 5.03. Petitions.·· An initiative or· r"':ft'°r'emu} shall be initiate.cl by. 
a petition signed by qualified voters of the ci:.y .:•qua1 i1 r u;iber to 15% of those 
11,ho voted at the last preceeding regular municipal ekctior, fach petition shall 
be sponsored by a committee of five qualified voters ;f th• 1 ity. A petition may 
consist of one or more papers, but each paper circula·,.,d sq11r,1tely shall contai.n 
at its head or attached to it the statement required :1 SNtion 5.06 or 5.07, as. 
the case say be. Each petitioner shall sign his name and Jive h-is street address. 
Each separate page of the petition shall have appended to it: a certificate, verified 
by oath. that each signature is the genuine signature of th,~ person whose name it 
purports to be. The person making the certificate shall t.e r;' resident of the city.•, 
Any person whose nama appears on a petition may withdraw hi~ n.1me by a statement in· 
writing~ filed with the city clerk before the clerk advhes th~ council regarding 
the sufficiency of the petition. 

Section 5.04. Determination of Sufficiency. Immediately upon receipt of the 
petition the city clerk shall examine the petition as to its sufficiency and report 
to the council within 20 days thereof. Upon receiving the report of the city clerk.9 
the council sha l1 determine by resolution the sufficiency of the petition. 

1 

Section 5~05. Disposition of Insufficient Petition. If the council detennines · .~ 
that the petition is insufficient or irregular, the city c 1 erk sha 11 de 1 i ver a copy ·.~ 

·. of the petition, together with a written statement of its defects, to the sponsoring j 
committee. The committee shall have 30 days in which to file additional signature -1 
papers and to correct the petition in all particulars .. If at the (&Jld of that period . ·:f 
the council finds that the petition is still insufficient or irr~gulliir 11 the city clerk . ,:1 
shall file the pe'tition in his office and notify the sponsoriV\g COlfflli ttee. The final. · · j 
findin. g by. the counci.l .thc1t .the .petition is insuf.ficient or iu-re9ular- .s.ha.11 not pr·e.ju.dfe•t.i 
the filing of a new petition for the same purpose, nor shal1 it prevent the :Council : t~ 
from referring the ordinance to the voters at the next regular or special election if -~f. 
it deems advisable. · 'i 

Section 5.06. Initiative. Any ordinance, except an ordinance relating to the. ,1 
budget or capital program,· the appropriation of money, the levy of taltes, or the . J 
salaries of city officers or employees, may be proposed by petition wMc~ sha1 l state j 
at the head of .each page or attached thereto the exact text of the proposed ordinance .. • -4J 
If t. he .. ~ouncil ~ass .. e.s the pro~ose.d ordinance with. amendm~nts and. the majority ~f. th.e ·,J 
sponsoring comm ttee do not d1 sapprove the amended form by a statement filed \'#1th the -:::~ 
city clerk within 10 days of its passage by the council, the ordinance need not be . a:'.:f 
submitted to the voters. If the council fails to enact the ordinance in an acceptable :.(} 
fodrm withinh6o

1
. dabys a

1
ftedr the hfinaJ

1
d
1

eterminahtion otf suff!cienc~ of the
1
petition

1 
,. the .. -·~ ... -.. '._·~.:·.~.~,'.~ 

or inance_ s a l e p ac~ on t e ba ot at t e nex elect1on occ~rring · n the c ty. C .-

If a majority of the voters voting thereon favors the ordinance. it shall go into ·.; /' 
effect irmnediately- or on the date specified therein; if a majority of the electors 
voting -thereon vote against the ordinance, it shall be considered defeated. 

- ' . ~ .. ,~ -

Section 5. 07. Referendum. Any ordinance that would be subject to the Xnitiative .::t 
Procedure as set forth in this charte.r, may be subjected to referendum by a petition •. ·,. 
which shall state, at the head of each page pr on ao att(!ched paper~ a description of ,J: 
the ordinance. Any ordinance upon which a petition is filed, other tban an emergency., •:~t, 
ordinance, shall be suspended in its operation as soon as the petition is found suffi-.:'~ 
cient. If the ordinance is not thereafter entirely repealed, it shall be placed on ,.:::; 
the ballot at the next election occurring·in the city, or at the special election •1 
called for that purpose, as the council detennines. lf a majority of the voters '"" 
voting thereon favors the ordinance, it shall go into effect inmedjately or on the 
date specified therein; if a majority of the electors voting thereon votes against 
the ordinance, it shall be considered repealed upon certification of the election 
results. If a petition is filed against an emergency ordinance, the ordinance shall :~~ 
remain in effect during the period necessary to effect the procedures stated hereinl) ~u 
~~! !~~~'. be repealed if a majority of the voters voting on the ordinance vote agai~•t::tl; 

. 1ci 
,i 
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CHAPTER 6 -, 
j 
"I 

·•' 
AdministrEtion offjJ:_.., _E_f!~1I:5 :~ 

Section 6.01. General Council Powers. In ad.-:P::ion t,, the authority and responsi~' )_\ 
bi1ity nere-fo granted1 the council shall have al 1 thor;e p,1wers granted to it by the · · '4 
Constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota, The council may delegate sucli ad... --~ 

. - 'l r.;inistrative and ministerial authority and responsibility by ordinance as it deems . ~ 
necessary and advisable to those departments, division~. bureaus_. boards and officers 'I 
as herein authorized. - ;';: 

Section 6.02. Departments of Administration. The council may create such ~part.,. 
ments, divisions,. bureaus and advisory boards for the administration of the cityts ~ ._ 
affairs as it may deem necessary, and from time to time alter their powers and organi.,; , . 
zation b.y ordinance. It may prepare a complete administrative code for the city and · 
enact it in the form of an ordinance, which may be amended from time to time by ordinancEi1 

Section 6.03. Subordinate Officers. There shall be a city cleric and such other l 
officers having those responsibilities and duties as prescrib~d and created by the 
council _by ordinance. Tfle city clerk shall have such duties in connection with the "l 
keeping of the public recordsj) the custody and disbursement of the public funds, alild sJ 
th

1
_ e. ~enerabl addmi~istratdion oftthe city' st affa1f·rsh_ as the 7o

1
uncdi1 nm

1 
y prestcribe. Thf .·_·:-"'_: __ ~,\ .. 

c car,, may e es1gnate to ac as secre ary o t e counc1 an a so as reasurer. · 
The council may by ordinance abolish offices which have been creatc;d by ordinance I) • i1•f! 
and it maiy combine the duties of various offices as it may see fit. The council ._ '{ 
may appoint such employees and agents as it may be deemed necessillry for the proper. :-1 

operation of city affaiv-s. _ . -. .-,.~a 

Section 6. 04. Pu1rchases -and Contracts. . Unless otheri-Ji s@ C}!rGVid~ by ·.ordi nancth ·_·._ 4 
. all purchases shall be made and all contracts shall be let by th@ courecil. Jhe counctl:::·J 

may _by ordin~nce delegate purchasi,ng a~d contract powets to-bo~r'dso cC!i11laissions and ·•·i 
off1cers as 1t deems necessary and advisable. A11 contractsp Jmnds. and instruments .. 1\ 
of any kind to ~,hich the city is a party shall be sigrted b.Y the mayor and- the dey - <, 
clerk on behalf of the city and shall be executed in the riarne o'f the city. An to~.. ·. r.i 
tv-acts shall be made in compliance with the uniform contrad:ing 1aws of the St~te @f -.:~ 
Minnesota, and -whenever competitive bids are rcaquired, the: contract sh@H be let to. .:,.:ffi 
th_e lowest ~e-spc,m_ si~le bidder. The. council may by ordinance adopt further regulatfons. _.·{j 
for the malnng of b1ds and the lettrng of contracts. - . - ;;i 

. . . CHAPTER 7 . . . .· ";i
1
: 

·~Ji1 
·: (¥ 

Taxation and Finances 'I",~· 
~~t~. 

Section 7.01. Council to Control Finances. The council shaH have fun authort~f 
over the financial affairs of the city. It shall provide for the collection of all . '.';,};/. 
revenues and other assets, the auditing and settlement of accounts{) and the safekeeping.~$: 
and disbursement of public moneys. ·;~ 

, ~•jg . 
Section 7.02. Fiscal Years. Effective January 1" 1976 11 t~e fiscal y~ar of ~ ~r~ 

the city shall be the calendar yearl> except for the municipal hospital 0 the fistiial · -~ 
year for which shall be established by ordinance. Jfl 

Section 7.03. System of Taxation. Subject to the state constitution. and 
except as forbidden by it or by state law, the council shall have the. full power 
to provide by ordinance for a system of local taxation. This authority shall 
incluae but not be lir.1ited toll the power by ordinance to assessg levy, and collect 
taxes on al 1 subjects or objects of taxation except as limited or prohibited by 
the state constitution, this charter, or other laws imposing restrictions upon the 
city irrespective of charter provisions. 

Section 7.04. Submission of Budget. Annually the city clerk shall prepare. 
and submit to the council estimates for the annual budget in accordance with a 
budget calendar to be established by ordinance or~ in the absence of ordinance, 
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by September 1st. The budget shall provide a conp1ete financial plavt for all 
city funds and activities for the ensuing fi seal year and, except as requested by 
law andcch.arter, shall be in such form as the c;1imcil may require. It shal1 include 
a summary and show in detail all estimated incone and all proposed expenditures, 
including debt service and comparative figures for tt,e cu 1·rent fiscal year, actual 
and estinated, and the preceding fiscal year. In addition to showing proposed 
expenditures for current operations~ it shall show proposed capital expenditures 
to be ::.ade during the year and the proposed method of financing each such capital 
ex~enditure. For each utility operated by the city, the budget shall show anti.: 
cipc1ted net surplus or deficit and the proposed method of its disposition; and 
subsidiary budgets for each such utility giving income and e}(ptnditure informa
tton sha 11 be included or attached as appendices. The total proposed expenditure 
shii!H not exceed the total estimated income and the portion of the operated budget 
to be provided from the property tax shall not exceed the ammmts authorized by •. 
law and charter. Consistent with these provisions, the budget shnll contain such 
information and be in the form prescribed by ordinance and by law. 

Sec ti on 7. 05. • Council Action on Budget. The budget sba 11 be considered at 
the first regular :nonth1y meeting of the council in Septembe~ and at subsequent 
meetings until a budget is adopted for the ensuing year. The ir.~iati ngs sha 11 b® 
so conducted as to give interested citizens a reasonable op~rttmfty to be heard. 
The council may revise the proposed budget but no am~ndm2nt to the budget shall 
inctr~ase the authorized expenditures to an amount great12r than the estimated incom~.· 
The council shall adopt the budget not later than the first week cf October by a 
resolution l;jhich shall set forth the total for each budg0ted fUVBcl 01Vuf.i· eac~ depart
ment with such segregation as to objects and purposes of exp®ndit~wes as the council 
deems necessary for purposes of budget control. The council shall also adopt a 
resolution _1t?vy1n.g the amount of taxes provided in the budg6!t am:l the clerk sha.11 · 
certify the tax resolution to the county auditor in mcccrrd~Bnce wU;h ]ta~ not lat2r . - ~1·· 
than October ·u1t.h. A. doptioUl of the budg.· et v-esoltAtioVl sholl co .. ru;.Utut~ appropriati@nss · \ ... 
at the beginning of the fiscal year of the sums fhtiad in thea re~olMti@ll'i f@li"· the ,' -f:1 

. severa 1 purposes named. · \ 

Section 7.06. Enforcem~01t of the Budg<at. Trae city clerk sh~1l @gofon.e stri~lY' · ··.:I 
the provisions @f the budget. The clerk shal 1 V1ot autmiiv-h!e @~Y ~3!Jfr£Kmt or the <~ 
·focurring of any o~ligation by the city. u~l~ss an aplf)roiwv-iatfon h~s beefl m&d@ hi -'! 
the budget resolut10n and Uatev-e is a suff1c1euit unia>tpevn~oo bcnh\V)ce left i!rft€l!ir «lit'.:!... •· J~ 
ductih~ the tota.1 p.ast expe.nditures an. d enc. um[)nnces <Jg~iv1s. t. t'1. ®. ip. pro,. rfation. . ..}~ 
No off1cer or employee of the city shall place any orderr @r mil<~ ,H'OJ fl)~rchase e>tc®pt. ; J~ 
for a purpose and to the amount authorized in the budget f/"'2S01Mtfono Any @bl igaticn .. /'':' 
i11curred by any person in the employ of the city for any purpose 11ot authorized in 
the budget resolution or for any amount in excess of the amount authorized sha11· 
be....a Qgr1Qna 1 ob 1i gation upon the person i ncurri ns the cb ltgati(m. . No check sha1 l 
be issued or trans fer made to any account other than one ownea by the city untn 
the claim to which it relates has been supportecl toy an itemizedbflln payroll, OIi" 
timesheet or other document approved and signed by the r(!sponsib1Q city officer .
who vouches for its correctness and r~&sonableness. 

. Section 7.07. Alterations in 31.!dget. After thta baad@et riaso1lll~ion ham been. 
adopted, the council shall not incrGise the amounts fhted in the weso1ut1«m beyom!l 
the estimated receipts except to the extent. that actual receipts exceed th~ esti
mate. At aru, time the council may by r~solution approved by 6l majority of its 
members, reduce the sums appropriated ~or any purpose by the budget 1Fesolutionor 
authorize the transfer of sums from unencumbered balances of appropv-iatioilS in the 
budget resolution to other purposes. 

~·<;:l 
)fj. 
. ··Jh 
'A\t1 

Section 7.08. Funds. There shall be maintained in the city treasury a general :i\_ 
fund and such other funds as may be required by statute, ordinances, or resolution. J} 
The council r:iay, by ordinance or resolution, make inter-fund loansl) except from trust:j[ 
and agency funds, or as may be prohibited by state law, as it may deem nece§sar·y arrad ·~ 
appropr.i ate. 

Section 7.09. Emergency Appropriation to Budget. The council may include an 
emergency appropriation as a part of the budget but not to exceed 10% of the total., 
budget. A transfer from the emergency appropriation to any other appropriation 

-/;!! . 
;, J~it~ 

. ·:~f~f: 
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shall be made only by a vote of at least five_· '!::b~r:; ;-f the council and shall be 
used only for the purposes designated by the c i,:nci 1. 

Section 7.T0. -c,:ty Indebtedness.--Except j~ provide-i i-n-Section-7.11 and 
7.12. no obligation shall be issued to pay c(n-re1t e:r.pen,;t,., but the council may 
issue and sell obligations for any other municipdl purpose •r; accordance with law 
and wi~hi-n the limitations prescribed by law. Except in th£: c.ase of obligations 
for wi,i::;ij an election is not required by this charter or by la~v, no such obligation 
si'::i1 be issued and sold without the approva1 of the 1r.1jority of the voters voting 
011 tne ques1:ion at a general or special election. -

Sectic11 7.11. Tax Anticipation Certificates. At any tnne after January Jst 
th~ council r.Tay issue certificates of indebtedness in antic.ipoition or the collecti'on 
of taxes levied the previous year for any fund and not yet c.o1lected. The tota1 ·· 
amount of certificates issued against any fund for any year together with interest 
thereon until maturity shall not exceed the total current taxes for Ute fund un-
co1 lected at the time of issuance. Such certificates shall be issuted on such 
terms and conditions as the cound l may determine, but they sha 11 b~come due not 
later than April l st of the year fo 11 owing their issuance. The proceeds of the 
tax levied for the fund against which tax anticipation certificates are issued 
in the full faith and credit of the city shall be irrevocably pledged for the 
redemption of the certificates. -

· Section 7. 12. Emergency Debt Certificates. If in any year the receipts from_ 
taxes or other sources should from some unforeseen cause become i1rusyffici12mt for 
the ordinary expense of the city or if any calamity or other public emergency 
necessitates the making of extra ordinary expenditures, the co1.mcn may by ordinance 
issue, on such terms and in such manner as the council determi ~S9 l!!mev-gency debt · 
certificates to run not to exceed three years. A tax S1JJfficient to p~y J.rrincipa1 
and interest on such certificates with the margin require<l~y l@"l"Shall be levied 
as required by 1-aw. _ The ordinance iuthorizing an issue of SMC~ ~rgency debt 
certificates shall state the nature of the enrargency and be appwov«!d by at least 
five members of the council. It may be passed as an emerm~ncy crd11fi1aiijc@. 

CHAPTER 8 

Public Improvements and Special Assessments 

Section _8.01~ Power to Make Improvements and Lev~ Assessm@nts. T&le city -
shall have the power to make any and every type of pub~ ic improvement not forbidden 
by the law and to levy special assessments to pay all or any part of the cost of · 
such improvements as are of a locarl character. The total amount assessed to pay_ 
for s·uch local improvements may not exceed the cost of the improvement 0 including 
all costs and expenses connected therewith, with interest, 1,mtn paid, but shall ira 
no case exceed the benefits to the property. 

Sec ti on 8. 02. Assessments for Services. The council may pr@w·hJe by @rdi nanct -
that the cost of city services to streets, sidewalks~ or other pubHc or private 
property may be assessed against th<e property benefited, mid conected in like 
manner as are special assessments. 

Section 8.03. Local Improvements Regulatfons. After this charter t~tes effec.t 
local improvements commenced prior thereto sha11 be completed and assessme~ts may 
be levied and securities issued for the financing thereof as prescribed by the law 
(or charter provisions) applicable thereto. _ The council may prepare and adopt ell 
comprehensive or::!in.ance prescribing the procedure which shall ba followed thereafter 
in making all 1oca1 i:-::provements and levying assessmants therefor. Such ordi.nanc'e 
shall supersede ail other provisions of the law on the same subject and may be 
amended only by an affirmative vote of at least fiye mem.bers of the council. In 
the absence of such ordinance, all local improvements may be made and assessments 
levied therefor as prescribed by any applicable law. 

Section 8. 04. Pub 1 ic Works; How Perforred. Public works, fncl uding a 11 Toca l. 
improver.;entst may be constructed, extended~ repaired, and maintained either directly. 
by day labor or by contract. 



CHAPTER 9 

Section 9.01. Power to Acguir_ELProperty. The city r 1y acquire, by purchase, 
gift, devise, or conde;:-nation, any property, either within or without its corporate 
bo~r.ca.--ies, ..,,hich may be needed by the city for any public use or purpose. Ease
·":e":s for s1opes, fills, sewers, building lines, pot€ls, wires, pipes, and conduits 
--;:ir water, gas, heat, and power •may be acquired _by gift, dPv1se, purchase, or con-

- ::;;-:ination in the manner provided by law. -

Section 9.02. Proceedings in Acquiring Property. The necessity for the taking_ 
of any pro:,erty by the city shall be determined by the counc iJ and shall be declax:ed 
by a resolt.tion which shall describe such property as nearly :11s may be and state the 
use to which it is to be devoted. In acquiring property by exercising the power of 
eminent domain, the city shall proceed according to the laws of this state, except 
as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

Section 9.03. Payrnant of Award. Whenever an award of damages is confirmed in · 
any proceeding for the taking of property for public use by rig~t of eminent domain, 
or whenever the court renders final judgment in any appeal from any such award and 
the time for abandoning such proce~dings by the city has expir-ed, the city shall 9 

within 60 days of such final determination, pay the amount of the award of judgment 
of the court, as the case may be; and if not paid, judgment therre::for may be had 
against the city. 

Section 9.04. Cit.y May Abandon Proceedings. The city may> by resolution of 
the co1.mci 1 at any stage of the condemnation proceedings or at il°'ijlf Um~ wfthin 30 · 
days after final ·.determination thereof, abandon such procee©ifn@s Qs t@ all or any 

, part of the property sought to be acquired and shall pay aill r<!MlSiO~a~le costs and 
e,tpenses thereof, including fees of counsel, · 

CHAPTER_ lo 

franchises 
:1 

·.· Secftion 10.01. Fra~chis~sl~egrred. [)t~ept_as otheruiS'2 provided by law, VI@ .... ;;l 
personll irm or corporat1on s a p ace or marntarn any permav\lent or semt-permanemt •£' 

!~~;~~1~gi~, p~~~~~ ~mJtro~"1~~ =~~ ~i~:~\~~P~~:: 1~1~~~~~ !0~r!~~hrs=~~=r~~or :;i 
from the city. A franchise shall be granted only by ordinance, which shall not be -._ ,;.,,5 

an emergency ordinance. Every ordinance granting a franchise shaH contain an the Jit 
terms and conditions of the franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs of publica• -;l 
tion of the fran~hise ordinance and shall make a sufficient deposit with the clerk :~t 
to guarantee publication before the ordinance is passed. ·:,{~ · 

;:-;r. 

.sect!on 10.02. Term. No. exclusive or perpetual franchis~ shall ever be 9ranted.~l1~· 
No. f~.a. n~h. 1 s ... e fo,· a. term exceed~ ng·. twianty years sha 11 be .effectwe tmtH app. roved by ~~J··.:·•· 

- a maJ9r1ty of the electors votrng thereon. . . :~\ 
- .. - - --• T ··.•:~ ~ 

_ Section 10.03. Public Hearing. Before any francMse ordinance· is ado!!)ted •,:~,' 
or any rates, fares11 or prices to be charged by a public utility are fixed by ~tit 
the council, the council shall hold a public hearing on the matter. Notice .of such • -
hearing shall be ;:u::>lished at least once in the official newspap~r not less than .. 
ten days prior to -::ie date of the hearing. 

Section 10.04. Power of Regulation Reserved. Subject to any applicable law 
the council -.;a.y by ori::inance reasonably regulate and control the exercise of any 
franchise~ including t:he maximum rates, fares, or prices to be charged by the 
grantee. Ho franchise value shall be included in the valuation of the grantee's 
property in regulating utility rates. fares, or prices under any appHcable law., _ :• 
ordinance, or regulation or in proceedings for municipal acquisition of the grantee-'s\ 
~roo.ert,Y by purchase or eminent domain. - ··1 

·.7; -
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Section 10.05. Renewals or Extensions. : ✓ ery e.: 1.ensfon, renewal or modification 
of any existing franchise or of any franchise ;·.,nted 1:ereafter shall be subject to 
the same_ Hnitations and shall be granted in ~h- s1me manner as a new franchise. '~ 

CHAPTER 11 

Public O•,•mership and Operation of U~i1jtie~ 

Section 11.0L Acquisition and Operation of Uti1ities_. The-city may own and 
operate anJ gas, water> heat, power, light~ telephone or other public utility for 
supplying its own needs for utility service or for supplying utility service to .. 
private consur.1ers or other governmental units. It may construct all facilities .. 
reasonably r.eeded for that purpose and may acquire any existing utility properties 
so needed. The city shall not acquire or construct any public-utility unless the 
proposition to acquire or to construct it has been incorporated in an ordinance and 
adopted by the counci1. Such ordinance sha 11 not be an em~rgency ordinance. A 11 
public utilities owr:=<i by the city shall be under the supervision of the council. 

Section 11.02. Rates and Regulations. The council may by ordinance fix rates11 
fares and prices., for municipal utilities but such rates, fares and prices shall be 
just and reasonable. In like manner the council may prescribe the time and manner 
in which payments for all such services shall be-made, and may maftfi:! such other 
regulations as may be necessary, and prescribe penalties for- violation of such 
regulations. 

Section 11.03. Purchase in Bulk. The council may11 in lieu of providing for th~ 
local production.of gas, electricity, water ~nd other utilitiesv p~v"C~mse the sam~· 
in bul!< and resell them to local. consumers at such rates as it muy fln~. 

Section 11 .04. Lease of Plant. The council mayi if the public interiests i1in 
be served thereby, contract with any responsible person, co-portrtership, or corpora ... 
tion for the operation of any utfl ity owned bY the city, upon such r€intals and co~ .. 
ditions as it may deem necessary; but such contract shall be ~odi@d in arad l~t 
only by an ordinance approved by five m2mbers o'l the council. Such ordimMvc~ shill 
mot be an emergency ordinanc.e. ln no case sha 11 such contract h~ for, s longer tGro 
than ten years. 

. ~~'!' J 

Section 11.05. Public Utility. Hold Sold. No public utility owned by the city '.•j:I~ 
shall be sold or otherwise disposed of by the city unless the fun terms of the ;!ti 
proposition of sale or other disposition are embodied in an ordinaruce approved by -J1J 
a majority of the electors voting thereon at a general or special election. In the :·~i 
case of a water works or light plant, any sale, le&se; or abandonment shall be sub- '?if 
ject, in addition, to the requirements of state lat-J. -.:·1!1l 

CHAPTER 12 

Miscellaneous and Transitory Provisions 

Section 12.01. · Official Public&tions.• The council shall armuaHy designate a . 
legal newspaper of general circulat,on in the city as Hs offic.ia1 newspaper in 
which sha11 be published ordinances and other matters required by law to be so 
published as well as such other matters as the council may deem it in the public 
fnterest to have ;; ..;: 1 i shed in this manner. 

-,~~ 

·: -~!,~ 
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Section 12.02. Ca.th of Office. Every elected or appointed bfficer of the . 
city shall, before e:1:eri ng upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe an ,;,~,~ 
oath of off~~e in st.:~s-:a~tially the f?llowing form: 11 ! do.solemnly swear (or affinn) t' 
to support ~ne Gonst1:ut1on of the United States and of th1s state and to discharge. _j 

f.ait. hfu·l· l·y· .· the. dut~ .. es .devo.lving u.~.o. ~ m.e as {title. of offic···e·) .o· f t. he Ci.ty_ of .. Lake··.City •. -."!·"~ .. to the besi: of my Judgwent and ab1 l 1 ty. 11 
_ _ - .: · . 

. ~ 
~ - - . -::~ 

Section 12.03. City Officers not to be Interested in Contracts. Except as.· · l 
othernise p~rmitted by la~-1, ~o offi'ce~ of ~he city who ~s authorized to take part fn · ·t~ 

?ny manne: 1n any contract \'nth the city snal~ vo'.unta:1ly have a personal financial l}i 
rnteres t 1 n such contract or personally benef1 t frnancia lly therefrom. . ;-g;, 

. .?:~ft 
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Section 12.04. Official Bonds. Th:.? ci::y cler1, the city treasurer. and such 
other officers or employees of the city as nay be provided for by ordinance shall 
each before entering upon the duties of his r2s:1ective office or employment, give 
e -corporate surety bond to the city in such frr-:1 and_ ir, _. uch amount as nay be fixed 
by the council as security for the faithful performance o~ his official duties and 
the safekeeping of the p~bl i c fund~. Such bonds !,1ay be t'l tli.er individual or blanket 
bones in ~he discretion of the council. They shall be approved by the city council, 
and a?proved as to forr.. by the city attorney, and filed with the city clerk • ., The 
;;rcrtsions of the laws of the state relating to officia1 bonds not inconsistent. 
'l"li~h this charter sha11 be complied with. The premiums on such bonds shall be paid ~ 
:.1 the c ii:;. 

Section 12.05. Sales of Real Property. No real property of the city shall• be 
disposed of except by ordinance. The proceeds of any sale of such property shan ,. 
be used as far as possible to retire any outstanding indebtc::dnoss :incurred by the ~ 

_city in the purchase~ construction,, or improvement of this or other property used .. 
for the same public i:::;rpose. If there is no such outstanding indebtedness, the 
council may by reso1:.n:ion designate some other public use for the proceeds. 

Section 12.05. Vacation of Streets.. The council may by ordinance approved by 
at least five mei~:iers of the council vacate any street or allray or part thereof withhil · · 
the city. Such vacation may be made only after published notice and an opportunity 
for affected property owners and public to be heard9 and upon such further terms and 
by such procedure as the council by ordinance inay prescribe. A ijOtice of completion 
of such proceedings shall be filed with the proper county officers in accordance 
~~1~ . 

Section 12.07. City to Succeed to Rights and Obligations of former City. The 
city shall succeed to all the property, rights and privileges~ and shail be subject: · ~ 
to all legal obligations of the city under the former charter. 

·. Section 12.08. Existing Ordinances Continued. Al 1 ordinances &nd regulations 
of the city in force when this charter takes effect, anci1 not i neons is tent with the 
pro.vi sioris thereof, are hereby continued in foll force and effect uotn Q)~nded or 
repealed. 

Section 12.09. Pending Condemnations and Assess~Ults. Any coutdmnnation or t 
assessment proceeding in progress when this charter takes effect sha 11 be con ti maed _ , 
and comp 1 e ted under the 1 aws under which such proceedi i'19S t1ere begun. A 11 assess ... 
ments made by the City prior to the time when this cha rtev- takes effect sha 11 be 
collected and the 1 ien thereof ienforced in the same manner as if this charter had . i 

not been adopted. · · •·•.~ 

·section 12. 10. Ordinances to Make Charter Effective. Th• council shall by · tf 
ordinance make such. regulations as may be necessary to carry out imd make effective ·j1.i

1 
...... 

the provisions of this charter. :';' · 
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