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WHEREAS: fifty-seven years ago, on January 22, 1918, a free and independent Ukrainian· 
National Republic was proclaimed by the will of the Ukrainian peop1e represented 
by the lega11y elected Ukrainian Parliament in Kiev, ancient capital of Ukraine, 
which Republic was recognized by a score of foreign nati'ons; and 

WHEREAS: after such Declaration of. Independence and recognition, Ukraine was occupied 
by the aggressf on of Russi'an mt·l itary forces- and since that time the former · 
cittzens of the Ukrainian National Repuolic nave Been livtng under the oppressive 
rule of Communist Russia, betng denied tne oasic freedoms wMch linger in their 
hearts;·and 

WHER~AS; their conttnutng struggle for freed9m and independence is typical of the struggle 
of all freedom..., lovtng peoples ever~tnere, and strongly emphasi'zes for us .... "': free 
Americans ,.. ... that the pdce of freedom ts· eternal v,tgilance against continua.us . 
encroachments~ agatnst i:t both at home and aoroad, and especially against-Communist 
aggression which seriously threatens the peace and security of the peoples of the 
world; and · 

WHEREAS; ,l\mericans have a traditional interest in the defense of freedom and human rights 
and sympathize wi'th the aspirations of freedomt;loving people wherever freedom is 
denied; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesotans of Ukrainian descent annually observe the anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Declaration of Independence, and are observing the fifty ... seventh anniversary of it 
on ~~!!Y~rY~_2?.~ .J~ZRL-

UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

in Minnesota and urge a11 citizens of our State to join with me in supporting the struggle of, 
the Ukrainian people to regain their national freedom and a democratic system of government. 

S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of Minnesota to be affixed at the 
State Capitol this twelfth day of December 
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-four and of the State 
the one hundred and sixteenth. 
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