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Ag sdopred gt the 1974 Mingesota DFL Conventien
in Mimneapoiis, Blonesota, June 14,158,146,
CONSTITUTION -
of the DEMOCRATICFARMER-LABOR PAR’TY

?REAMBLE

Wz, ﬂ;g imemberael the Demdcrafic-Farmer-Labor Porly, n the slote
convantion asseriblod, M order. to orgatize -ant perpeluste a
representabve, Lﬂm‘twa and tosponsble parly organieation i the
State of Mintiesula, affiale with ind advance the mleresty of the
Domograte Pacty aotomdly, sistain and advance the prinoples of
hheral* donocrany, - asd uphold  human and oyl - righls; and
cunsbiutionat pavarnivert do establish ﬂns Constiution.

ARTK‘LE 1
- Nnme. KMembetship, and Eligibifity for Omce
Section NAME, The wsme of this myamz‘fuan is the
femogiate. F:}rmer Lty Parly of anw ola

Section 2 MEMBERSHP, Memibiapsing in this parly iy o.nen o 8l
Minnesola “readerds whe suproil the privuples of the

Bressoer atic:Fa, mer-Labiar Party of Minnesota. No porson-may vote on
auy miofon, rosttulion,, noniihation, or election al any- cautus,
ropyoplion, aeeting, or.conference of the Defozratis-Earmer-Labor,
Party wha is a wernbar of any oiber political party.

Suction 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTY OFFICE. Pevsons of ither sex
v neel the membdrsing reguirements of Artinle § Secwon 2, are
elutie fr cluctios o any party tide, extept ax Lmied be Avele i
Setugs S Tlane sholl be oo aae xtqum(nw:r\t for. parly olfice save

whete macnbzd b,, }aw

ART!CLE:‘ !I
- . Subordination
smtmn 1. ELECTION LAWS, Minnesota clethon taies and Umtm,
States eleclion faws ore gmrr ut zma caastimﬁm

- ART icLE Ill .
N Gengral Rules and Policy -
" Seclion 1. ;«!’FIRMATNE ACTION. The state party Chiauperson imd"
gihior GFL party ngers at every lovel shall by a'hemalive steps

- L pftutrage young pecple, the elderly, women. and munority grouns

——"

L] ot fhe hest class,

whethef ratiat or ething. lo seek elochon as delessley, members ot

st by popurtiees apd officerss ietorm St persons how o pllsclely

for ganse me oiv the 'munds. a{ clear rmnfmﬁaz‘re 0 omc& For suchy

" rsmsnal o two-hitds majonty. vole of ihe il mombersbip. s

’ requred; but ondy stiér the mumber.ts gwen 30-days wrillen notice

succ;ix wig the zause angd-is frated pranted & heonig.

Subsection O, FILLING VACANCIES. Fach cenital camnﬂitee s
respousibie for declanng vatangies n it membership elecled atts

BOVOENINE conventian. A vacangy accurs lor the follawisg FOABCHTS

resigratio, daith, change of résidenca 16 a junsthclion othor than {hé

- gne frouiwhich he wos eleclod, or digmissal for cause. .
A-nsmordy vole of & qucu uiit al 8 pmperty -eunducted meetmg ]
suii:cmxr to deciare 8 vacanty. The tentral commiites by a majorily
“vote of 8 quorum mpy Tl sty vachoy ondy al 3 meehing propetly
Ceatud Alier nebioi of infeal Tty Onle those vataneiss sngcrired
e muelig nohce auty be hited at that meetng Yacantgs shall be
filtgrd wattun & days of ther urewreace.
Section 4. EXECU“{WE COMMITTEE RULES
Subseclion A, TAEETINGS, Esvtutivg comnuttees shalf mwt at st
e by: Metings may b calied by the ehannerson or by one e;g,nm
- the wembership of the comtuties;
“ Subsection B JS\FFERMMWK ACTION: Each exeemwu cnmmmcc
- ghait be responsitle for affirtative action withw ifs juristiction. A

* iember of the 2xecubive cammxucu shall ba desgnated as Alirmative i

~ ’Acxmn officer.
" Section 5 PARTY OFFICER RULES

Subsection A PARTY OFFICERS, All party officers locted 3t house -

distriet, sepatoriat distriol, coshly, ‘congressional distact, and state

corventions shall be officers.of ther respective executive commtitteds .~

andd contral commiitees. The tetm “chaitperson™ shall be construed as
“equivalent 1o the fernt “chaman® in accardance with state faw.
Assogsiale chaxrpe»sms shall be of different gender from the
" clinieparsons.

Thie ordor of teniporary successinn af cmz:ers shatl ba: chsirperson,
-assboiate - chawrperson, secrelary. tressurer, and difpslers and
mambers of the executive commitleain the order listed an thereportof
the convemlon or commissiod dlecting thesn,

Subsection B. LIMITATIONS FOR PARTY OFFICE. No party. dfficer

- may serve n ag ofbes GHed by partisan batior, nior as an elected
salaried ofticial of a oty of the tist class ar ot.a counly contuninig acdy

B i T e T T L

2

paylicgite o !hc meumn BrOtess; : and ensourd;e all Dt.mel’r aty h

sotort sitth mahively surh ndidualy whee vetiog, v el such ErOpuS
shalf be represented on such delogatong, i sumiisdiees, afld 1y party
oifices in reastnalie priporion o, fhon presenve m the stafe

Affiemative 3ghions as specified 1 the Bylaws i prinfed i the il
to tha Convention shall provide a ww fit n,wew :ind Chﬁl"’ﬂg{‘ o
otficers and teley Jmus.. .

Section 2. CQNVENT{ON AND. LLCCTORAL COMM!SJON RULES.

Suhscction A DELEGATE ELECTION GLIDELINES. Al delegates lo
cawnly, dhutrigt, skate and nelmaa{ comeontions sl be elected: to
ratiect o fair prepovion by ag rouE $ex,. . candidote axd e
cotmly. distoict, staleand patwanal conventions shall e ¢ shaed wmat
allovr for o fayr propoarpion by are. rate, sex, randicddle and issue
prefergnce. Al pyembers. of county unif. Tretutive commiticas and
congressiona] and state centeat aid ‘axedunve einmutipes shall be

- elesterh m reﬂm.t ey s Tare propogans

‘Subsection B, PROPORTIONAL REY‘EESENTATION Wh"m"wr -

enough priniary eleclorale 16 elect one aoregate or allernaie al avy
fevel of the parly from the clection. of preancl dclonotes ard
alternatos throunh the election of delrastes ang: Meristes 102
natictah convonlion Or CONYTHSSON, LML delegalts-al fafge 07
central commnitioes. wish 10 bse a properigral kysteni ol vormg, o
’ portnonatvoum gl bes egerd, & oot f8r proporiiuss onng shallbe
" order any fime helors votng fof detepatey beging The acrentatis

et of proporional volin g st il bﬂ‘;e”z.daut iy ma iy aw: t:z»t )

CConstfutioh

Subgection €. ALY TERMATE GELCGATF:T\ fore IJ? Rglesuta ek&r 1 J -

- mz}ﬂmdamxm ¢ i, casiresyiotol ordte e conybapn a7 AHANAE
" diatesatn shell be electod: Altare stes shal ke seotel oy pwiasnes i a

yrannge WAl s ia hasmeny il e methsg By wehieh they ;e elgeled

Sibsection D, WSTRUCTION -AND YOTING OF DELEGATES. o

weieste (o8 cpfmenlsnd dis! 52 s Lw:.g* or poued Fase delegsle
«»*sh:m cost fra vo'e mdapeidently of D olher mpmbers of -y -

delaating Hervoton by oy wtall Do peeratiedal any Lo RO S
petios of any Lavty aigamzbon. At geg onverdon ol thatr bsg
presipet evtys, betioling wien sajfad far cmatt ne by deterstong ann
T owpatt e ppen and ool shotel, WSS & sEoryt D g e tor by the
© ehimcor moved Fud thent suppmied by ora Huerd ol tne wctag B

severth and Ergith drsinets anid at the slate conyenton Jawgalis
from o county oot shall peorafe and taet 3f 1 vobes 860
sounty umt. Third, Fotrth anet Fifth con;,mss Sraat gt c;amemlom
shall not Brorate,

-Substction £, CONTESTED DF LEGATLs A rm,zwwa ar chadenped
:}az(s sialt bu derrded by the convenlion a* the level fhie chalfenge
geeurs; acegrding 1o e guelelpis regommet ded by the State Centul

- Commities No ctetenate or girlegation shall vei e on § chabyoge bought

.30 thal detegat’s of dolegahion’s seating

Subsectign F. ENDORSEMENTS, Endorsenent ni a ratghdaty -’cr
public-tdiice raquires a 60 percent atie matie vote of the cotwention

teniral somatiée, of Conuuasion traking e endes samiond, Jnd every

Datts s.l;ﬂt,ue A sl o 3 quution, Ne gotieens 26, sonteal cons it ies, ot
-copwnssion veprosenfig 8 propraphesl 385 jess fhan the ares
“competent 1o efest the public ofhesdl may engorse a cantadate. Mo don
mmay vote on a0 endoresenient unless he v g reandent o Hhe atsa o
whieh that election will goew, An eadoesaent getn bvfoee the
brimaryis vislet alter e primary oalyf Hmc‘md;dqm S DARIE PR S

"o the genery) claction baflot.

Subsection G, LIMITATIONS FOR DELEGATE Y’OSI“HOMS N‘x par u
membicr gerving in an offce glected on a DFL parhsan batlol o a DFL
viected officsal of a-county tontaming 2 oly ¢ the birst class way be
‘electod a5 a delegate or alterpats to the state convention or 1he State
Central Comimitise. These oloeted olficialy »»all be eulitled to tloor
privilages without vole ab such couvenlions or meetings.

Subsection- H, ALTERNATES AND VISITORS, Al alt conventions,

_slternates and visitors -muyst be ciaar!y srparied from officially
. aceredded dclegaies

Section 3, CENTRAL COMMITTEE RULES

Subsection A MEETINGS. Central commuticas shafl meet al least
seimi-annually. Modhugs may be calfod by the charpetson, by snos
aiphith the membership of the mmmltmu. or by & m,.smr:zv af the exec-
ytive commilive.

Sulisection B, tha(}RSEMENTS in zhe ahsence bt any diettion to
the contraty by a cotvenhion 6f Cotyniamon, 8 contral commit'aa oy -
endorse candidalos batween corwamlrms OF COMBTUESIONS, Every baflat
shall i o test of & quorum,

Subseclion €. DIRMISSAL FOR CAUSE, A central comun{{gs m>
«zeﬂmvuamem‘w ck:t:{ed atus go'-'ammgcmanfm" -

FIRE
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_ Subsection C.LIMITATIONS ON ACTIVITIES. Salaricd oflicers aud’
eriployets. of the party -execulive contnnttee shall relrain from
endorsing or promoling the endot sement of condidates pror to thetr
othicul endarsement by {he appropriale party orpanization. Neftueg m
this provision shall - be nferpreted lo prohibit. recroitiment of

candsdales Salned officers andd priiployees of the execulive conmitioe

shalt support enly candrdﬂes endorsed by te ap;)ropnam party
arganuatmn .

Subsccuon D, DISPOSITION OF- PARTY RECORDS. Upuu leaving
office, a parly officer shall forn aeer all parfy records, books and
properties (o us suecessor of (o tha-convention of central ﬁamm:tlce

: Lhdl[‘c"f yath QILCU"L lus successcr :

Section 6. NOTICES

Subsaction A CONVENTIONS. Wrrtten notice af the date; bme and
plate of a canvont=on or special eadursing commission shalt e niailed
or prosenled 1o all defegates and aliornates 1o aty convenfion -or
endorsing commissiorother thart the state convention at least ten days
before the diati of the gonvention or commission moehng

Thestate shaperson shallnolly the state convenfion telegates and
altermetas of Hre boe, place. and date of the state convenhon and any

other pertnent wformation. Such nohice shall be maied to each

deiepata ond alternate at leas( 20 doys before the conventian.
Subsection B. EXECUTIVE ANG CENTRAL COMMITTEES. Notice of

~execulve ;.nd centeal camimites ety 5. s;.euTymg tsneand place,

shall he sént in wrbing by Unded States manl to all members of the

- cammudiee not less than ten daysan advance of the meelmg nor Iesg

thatr ?2 Hotrs by le!em'a,)h L o ERTN

Sectiod 7 QUOR’UMS
- The State £ <ecuzwe Comnittee quorum shall be a majouty

The S:at\: Contral Commitice quarum stall be a majority of the '

delciates rf.ms(erec{ andane-third of the L‘aunty units reprasented.
The saite corventon quorum shall be the number of dele&ares

‘;ui‘ uml ta-cast a4 majonty of vutes at that conventian.

A auarae lar 2 oiher corwermw* neluding enﬁorsm;ﬂ, canmn'ssmn
sl bEQ maguridy of :hosc registeres at the. conventvon Aumt may sel-
ST atruat i ats constifition.

. Fudileved shiatf adopt yubruing for the 1ra‘nsa§tmn of business by its
sonral ang guecutive doimauties - : T

chum. mr delegates to the ccgnry unt convem:cn shaH be i

: acrbldante‘ vl Article M, Section 2

Secnon 2 PI{ECINCT ORGANIZATION. The pretinet caucus -shall
efect a caucus charperson and jirdads of caucus elecbions and shall

elsct a precingt chairperson whe' need. not be -chairperson of the

- precmet caticus. Each precingt shast elect delegates and alternates ]

alternate shall be efected for each 28 Democtatic-Farmer.Latior Party
candwfates average vote (detinedd o Article 111, Section 9) and fora -
- vemamng fracvon thereel Ine caccus report shall indicate order of -
- suceession of alternafes i accordance wili the Byl.ws,;Pcrsons

shes tounty and senatorial district conventions: One delepale and ane

- wlirlrie (o o gecied B 10 Laigus wha are et presental fhie catoys

“may be sleclad delogates or aum nates or Lo precinet office anly if nm

L have whealod i veriting thelr wHunpss 1o serve.

The formulatan af official party posilions an major isstgs shoujd -

terral e preoinet devel. The Caugus session may adupt resclutions
el conciret suth other busingss as may conve bofore it All resalytion$
passedat precingt.caucuses and alt higher bodhes shauld be forwarded
promptly to the next fiigher-body for further consideration,

Section 3, PRECINGT CHAIRPERSON, . The respansibility of the

" precingt chajrpersan shalf be organization of the precinet for the parly.

- He may convene regular meetings of the DFL-members in his precingt
to consider the business of the party, His duties shall melude the

follawing: o tanvass of resdents to-ascertain their parly affiliation,
with a record thereof; distribution of campargn Iiterature; registration -

of all voters who can Ge experted to support the parly; and

organization of coimittees o get the party vate to the pofls.

7 : - ARTICLE V ,

- Party Organization in Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey,
Stearns, St. Louis and. Washington counties, )

Saction 1. HOU*E DISTRICTS.

Stbsection & CONVENTIONS. {o district§ oloclmg a mcmbar of tire
State House of Representatives, 2 canvention may be hold nach even
humbagted - yedr. Such cofveniions ‘may. bie -beld concmmntly with
the convmtcon of the S\.nale Dhstrct.

[T,

AUTHORITY. The House Drstnct conveqnen shau he tha govemmg .

b

+ Section 8. DCFINITIONS
COUNTY UNIT. Whenever the phrase “county uml oLeurs in Ihrs

_ronstitulign,strelers to any senatarsol distretor fraclon thereaf which

conduets.a convention as desenbied i Arlicle Y, Section 2, and ta-any
county which condugts a convenition as desersbed i Aricie VI Section 1.

~DFL: T’AR’TY. CANDJDATES‘AVERAGF VOTE: The terty DFL Party - .

Condidates Average Vole ax bsnd in this conshlutwn refers 0 a
specific {formula used in the aflocation of delepales and 15 defmcd
ptemsely i the Bylaws B - ;

Section 9, INTER-DISTRICT DELEGATE APPORTIONMENT,

When o county amt s spiy mopmprm,m; btyuen cotigrasswnal
districls. stale convention defegates shall b .lm.zo:m:nru be(wren the
mng;lessmna! des lnr! xeaymu[nc uml&

Section 10, PRO- RI\HNG

Unless the conslitution mmvamcs [HY uzmg W owiling at a3
conventon o endorsint COMMNASION, [0 Ko g of votes shali ba
Alowe bt

ARTICLE 1V
_ Precinet Party Orgam tHat
Sacton 1, PRECINGT CAUCUSES. Thie bules of party orgamzaucn
st_rutf(um stafl b the preginet cautuses, held or the date proscribed

- by Minnesotd efection laws. The caucus call-shall be prescribed by the

slate chawperson subyact (o the aeterminabion of te State Centrid
Comnniteeand the Mmnesota elocthonTaws. The call shall e Suell at
least 20 days holore the date sof for this hoking of suek caucusis and

shall inclufe the notien of county, senatorat disiret. “onpressonal
“thsteict. amd state converitions The call to eac precnct shall sef forlly

the number ol delepatos that previnct s entit et .af: W00 the county
umieonventon, the number ol deieates the L s entifed (o
plect to tiin siate.convention, and pmcr L pant w2 farn ton

Orily persons phgitlts 10 vot ot tie nexl »o-i of elirtan vho alisnd
me catrys ot 1y Early tor e fresmet < gl oy cesige und
stipniel the turbose of the Demderatie Fars o Pabrr et as stated
i the preamlle shatl be-antiterd (@ vole.al *re caude- o be glected a_
et o, allenale or a party olf: ol

bac}y of the distict mny. i suth du!hon! ¢ 1138 }:eon "‘-fegai(z:,l try {ho
Snrate Disirat convpnilion . )
U MEMBERSHIF Housa “District Céhvﬂnimns sna!f e composed of
" precinct do!o{.ams and d?ternates sealvd as dele;‘azu res ding witlin
the thstrct,

BUSlNFSS Thquuaersmct canvenhion m.r recEtit and enc!qr:m a
canchicate for thi Stote ‘House of Represontatives and ad . tha-

 election-of he candidate.

The: House District convention may “elect & chasmmspn assocmle'

i charrpefson settetary and beasurer,

f granted authorify by lna Senite Distrct tonvenbon, zhe House
bustrict convenpion may adopt & ccn Hrution wiveh sk aulhodze the
electron ‘of auditional officprs and thé cstablishment of congtal and
execulive conmlitians, may olet-a proportronal shace of embers of
the Senate. District exgcihve and central jommitiees, may elect a
progorbonal share ol Mg eloctive momibers pf 4he Senata District’s

dliotment 1o the State Cenlral Camimities, apy may cosduct other

husiness as uwy comg mm:e i.

Snchan 2. SENATE DISTRICTS. (Sonale Districts o fractions of a
Senate Distrig] in these commties argancloded i the eoad catepory of

- County Units, ke eounlivs coverad m the following Article Vi

Subsection A, CONVENTIONS. In districts electng it member of the

_ State Senate, a convention shall he held vach even pumbered year.

Sticl conventions may ‘be held. concutfently wilh House District
convantions. in years which the thslngt dees not efert a senator, fhe

house distert canvenlions may. become’ sessions of the senale

- convenbor. {Atticla 'V, Seclien §, Subscelion A of ther Bytaws prosee ihios

a method ot s}

AUTHORITY. The Senate Districl canvemmn shalf be the govcrnmg
hotly of the distrigt party,

MEMBERSHIP, Sevale disfrict conivenbions shall ‘e composed of

precing! delegdles-and alleérnales seated as deiaga:es resxdmg \wthm'
tha chstrict. ;

BUSINESS. The Senate Dns(rlcl convention shall el d:strlc( party,
officers, and tin accordance with-Arficle Hi-Section 21 elect dolegites
and alternates 1o the state convention ani elect 1o fhe Serate District
Central Contimitee the perséns elected as prgencl-chanpérsons at the

©precunel caucuses; and it may adopt. or amend the Sepafe Distnet
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‘¢onshitulion, ondorse a candidate lor the Stale Senate, adopt, -Subsection B, OFFICERS. Ther County party omcerssbal! ronsist of a )
tesolutions and conduct lber Dusiness as may conie bielore it chawrperson, assoriate CHapersaly, secratary, tredsurer, and eleven
" Subsection B. OFFICERS, The: Senate District officers shall consist of directors {not morc than seven of the same gender),
chawrpersou, assdoate chiarperson, secrotary, treasurer, and eleven Subsection C. CENTRAL COMMITTEE.
directors {riol mbre thdn seven of the samie gender), AUTHORITY, The County Central C‘ommluc‘e shall be the govtrmnp
Subsection C, CENTRAL COMMITTEE. bady ol the cadnly tatween conventions.
AUTHORITY. The Senate District Contral Commnttec shall be the MEMBERSHIP, The County Central Comnntlee shan consist of the
governing body of the district beiween conventions,” . Executive Commites, -precingt chairpersons. -and may meludg each’
MEMBERSHI P The Senale Distriet Contral Commlit.eé shall include member of the Congressional Dlsmcl Centra Comnnuee resuding uy
the: execblive commiltee; the precinet chairpersons, and may include the counly.
each member of the congresslonal District Central Commitice residing, Subsection D. EXECUTWE COMMITTEE
- in the Senate District, - x AUTHORITY. - The. Counly Exoculive Commuttes shall bo the

q

,'1:1

Subsection D, SENATE DISTRICT EXECUTWh COMMiTTEE

AUTHORITY, The- Senate’ District” Executive Committee s the
goverming. hody of the dnsmct between meetmg,s of the cerdral
comnutiee.

MLMBLRSHIP The Sénate Distriet Exucutwe Committes shan

‘inclutie tha Senate District afficer s and may inchide eacti member of -
- the Congressmnal U\smd Executive Committea remdmg i the Senate

- ();strch

ARTICLE VI -
Fariy Orgamzahon in countics nat covered in Artlclu '
Section 1, COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS, .
Subsection. A, CONVENTIONS. In gounties o*hc.r Cany thOse

 described w fetigle V, 0 convention stiall be hetd e:sch gven numbered

year.
AUTHORITY. The Cuunty convenhon shall bethe E,ovumne, body of” -
the Couirty party. X
MEMBERSHIP Coumy cc\nventmns shall bé compesed of prccmft ]
dele gates ond alter nates soated as precinel delegates residing M;h;r .-

- e county

BUSINESS. The C’Qunty canvenuun sh,ﬂr cleet Counly pirty officers,

'erect pn accordance with Artigie- 1L Section 23 delerates and )

alternates te the State conventior. and efcct to-the County -Centrat .
Commttge me persons elosted g2 preomct chawpersons at the

precaat cayruses: and # may adopt or amend tbg_County party -

: Honse'Dss!r:; Central Committee autharized by the Houses Disiri~t

conshituty

hwe 7

constiuhon, g specal House Distriot Cotmmtiee s authorized. Such 3

- spectof Heuse District Comroritee shall coiimst of the -House Distrist |
- officers. erwet charpersons, and o members of the State Ceniral

Comgntten rgmding within' the House District. and his spegeal

“ornntton s authanzed to- b vancancies among the House Dstnet

officers and to endorse candidates belween meetings of the House
D:si:’mt nle::toral‘cmnmissron. . . -

" Segtion 3 SENATE DISTRICTS S e e e

Subsechan A ELECTORkL COMMISSIONS. in Se ate Dx..inc‘ts )
other thay those descriibed .in ‘Article V., Section 2, -an e!ecfozal

. cofmmssion shall neet each yedir that a Stale Senalor 15 eiected trom‘

that distnicl,
T AUTHORITY, The electoral commission s\xali be thc goversiig bedy

" of the. Seaate District party.

MEMBERSHIP. Sonate -distriet efectoral témnnssmns sholl be

) compuped of precinct delegates and alternates seated as dolepates
“révsichmg withu thie Senate District. Delegates and allernates seated as

delegdtos may prorate-and cast all voles allotied the precanct i the

- Senafe District constitulion: s6 provides,

BUSINESS The Senate District -elogtoral_commission shall eloct
olficers, recrwt and endorse acandidate for the State Senateand ard in -
{he election of the candidate. The Flectoral Commission may atopt a
constitubion, establish -executive -ard? or central commitess, and

~ conduct. such other party busiitess as may come belore it.

Subsection B. OFFICERS. The Senate District officers shall be a

chairperson, assqcna!e chairperson, secretary, treasurer, and such A

other olficers as may-be specified i the Serate Distret constitution, - -
Subsection C. SPECIAL COMMITTEE. Ju the abisence of a reguiar

Senate District Cenital Committee authorized by the Sonate District

Constitution, » sperial Senate District commiltes is authgrized. Such 2

special Senate District Committae shall consist 6f-he Senate District -

officers and the central-convivittees of the House districts within the

Senate Dislrict. This special commudiee is authorized to fill vacanties

anong the Senate Districtoflicers and 1d endorse candidates between -

meetings of the Senate District electoral commission,

- siopt Tesotitans, and conduct Such ather busingss as : S

o

- governing body of the district and shall be held earh oven numbetod

I.2 BUSINESS.

cemaission may adopt a constitutizn, glect additicnal party oHicers,

" Section 1. CONVENTIONS

. delegale> residing i the Congressional Distnct.

" for thie Unitey Stales House of Kepfesenmtves i ancordance with
“Artigle 1L, Section 2. The convention shall sect fwo persons. edher

" consist of a chiair persot, associate chairperson, secretary, treasurer,

governing body of the county botween meehings of the Central
Comimittee.

MEMBERSHIP. The County Esecuzwe Commiltes “ahall include the
Courily “pirty’ olficors and may include taph rafitr ol the
Congressional Oistrict Exesutive Commutten resithing In the county.

- Sectlon 2: HOUSF DISTRICTS : : :
Subsection A, ELECTORAL COMMISSIONS. In chfe Dlsmcts other

* than those deserbed m Arlicle V an elettorgl cantms siot shall megt

each ever’ numbered year. - I
AUTHORITY. The House Dstrict electars commssian shall pe the -
governing budy of the-House Dratrict party. D
MEMBERSHIP. flouse Lisrizt electoral” comnisiigns shall~be

- composet:of precinct defenales wad alternates sealed us delegates

resihing within the House Distnct. Delegates.and allernates seared as
d(’YF'g-ite'i may proTats and east- 2 votes alidted the pracmct xi s
canstitution so provides

'BUSINESS. Thie House District clpcmrul comnssion shalt elecl'
officers,-recruit and ehdorse o Cindulaly fof the Slate House of
Reptesentatives and uid 1t ihe wattna of the tandidate, The b tara

eslablisty exetutve aid or cerstral convuitees, and condoct: sugh -
othur parly Dusiness 3% unly CoUic beforo it . . -
" Subsection B. OFFICERS. The House Distrel ofticers shalt b
chavperstnr gssostale charperssn, secrotary. treavurer, and SUCh -
oiver Gibrers as a0y be specthe! uy the House Distrgl constitutign,
Subsect:an C. SPECIAL COMMITTEE. Tis the absence 6 a revular

- . . . - H

ARTICLE VI o ' S
~ Party Organization in Congressmnal :
. Districts

AUTHORITY, Congressional gizsmct corventions shall be ﬂ‘e

year.
MEMBERSHIP. Ccnmessmnal district conventions shall be
composed uf slate convention detegates and allernales sca!eﬂ as -

s oo §

BUSINESS. . The canvention shall elect’ Cnnbresswnat Districy party
afficisrs, 1 shiall be furiction of the convention to endorse a canchdate

B
3
]

defogates or alternates to the state convention. for meimbership on
each pre<convention-chmuitice established by the Stale Exgeutive
Committes, and iwo persons, either defegalesor alterndies ta the state
convention. to seve as alternates to eath meuonwnhon com.muee -
In presidential _election-yedts, the convention ollf - nonmuriale -a
prestdential clector and elect he national convention oolegates and
alternates «lloted the district in agcordance with Article 1)), Section 2,
the Byfaws, and the rufds and dieclives of (he Slale Execufive
‘Commitice and-the Democratic National Committee. The convention
may adopt. or amend a-consiulion. The ‘conpvenhon may adopt-
resolutions and conduct other party business as miay copie-betore 8.

Section 2. OFFICERS. The Congressional District officers -shiall

and elever directors, - (nol more. than sevon of whowm shall have the R A
‘saifie gander),

Section 3, CENTRAL COMMITTEE ’

AUTHORITY. The Congressional District Central Comnitiee shall be. .
the governing Body of the Cobgressional Disinct betwith conventions, ~

MEMBERSHIP, The Cangressional District Contial Committee shall — ¢
iisclude the Executive Commvliee and may wiclude members of the -~ 1. s
State Ceniral Compmitiec resizhig in the Congressianal Distret and .
such otier nyembers as the Cou{,resmnal Duslmt consmuhon may
provitle. . B
Belwden gonventions, he CentraT Commuttee is

b




- exmmweréd to Wl vacancies among the following: the Congressional -

Dislect delegation ta the nabisosf Sonvedtion, the presidential elector

- pouiinee, and the endorsed congressional candidate. )

Secligh 4 EXECUTW’E GQMMIT’I EE

AUTHORITY, The Congrossional Distict-Executive Commm:e shall
e the poverning body of the Congeessanal D'slrwx bekwm.n meelings

_of the Central Comnutted

MEMBERSHIP. The Extcubye Commmee shall be campog.ed of Uu}

* patly ofhicers and moy welude niembers of the $iste Executive

Conuniltee resdng in the disirict,

BUSINESS. The Executive Commitiee 15 responsible for the general -
‘winnapement of the Comgressional Distiel party business subject to -
" the-apyioval ot The Coinl nsgxonal District Central Commitfos.

- ARTICLE vili )
: . State Parly Organization’
Setion 1. CONVENT]ON
ATHORITY. The state corwention 15 1he supreme fovermng bodv of
the party my Munnesota,
N‘EMB( RSHIP. (a) DELEGATLS. There shaltbe 1,200 delegnre voles
ol the stale convention apporbiongd umong the county ubits

" propertion o the Democrapc-Farmor-Labor candidates average vote

{defned in Arnicle T, Section 9) provided thal no county shiall have

tess than throe vates The tethod of equdt proporlions mesmbe:ifw .
- allocation of Representatives i Congress shall be applied to the -

alfocation of delogates’ o county units,
A tounty onit allotted fhree. votes: shall rﬁenl $ix del\,&,alcs vnlh a
hatt yote each, J county unil allotted four votes shall elect six

detezates watlr 2, 3 vote eaths a sounty unit allotied hve voles shalt

et ywotdulavates wan D Gvdteeaclis a county urt with six vmes 01
wip 2 sledh gieet delesates vith ode vole each.

MEMBLERSHIP. (by DELEGATES AT LARGE. S(are party officers at-
the tune gl call -shaft be delegates at large 1o the stale conventian,

Meribers of the DensocratieFarmer-Labor Party aiected to otfce on

e parhsan baliol, members of the state fegstature cavcusingwth the

Ugrrigeaie -t areiec.Latior catguses. and-members of the party piocted.
1o sytanied oftoes of coundies contaimmg cities of the first chash stalt be .

ot mxm ta be: delegates without volt to the state. mm:cnhon

For “all” State Central Ccmmzuee delepates - tncluding  the -

Ehahursolt » ety S0t and delepates etec&ed ai Iarge)
ranked allernates shall he e!ected

‘Apoll by ot of thesmembers of the State Centrat Cemnntlee may b
taken on speciic questions; provided such a poll s voted by the Siate
Execufive. Commiittee {1 such polls. 2t feast 16 days must elapse
betwesn the mailing of Lallos ang the daxe set far me tabu)auan of
returis,

BUSINESS. The %ma Geantral Conumtise a‘la“ fitt vacancxcs among = i

state officets, - statewide delbpates and alternatos  to “habional
conventions, endorsed candidates for slatewide othice. and statewide
aominess for presidential eloctors. 1t may reconvene- an’ adjouirned

state comem:cm it mayadoptor anerd the Bytaws to tl‘ns Cnnshm(zon. .

$eclmn 4 STATE EXECUTWE COMMITTEE

ALHHURIW The State Exceutive Commitler shall be the gbveming

baody tetween mesungs of e Stale Central Commttes -

- MEMBERSHIP, The Execulive Committee shall consist of (his ;sarty
atlicers-plected al the state: canventign “and the chawpersen. and
assocrate chawpeison (witlt secretary and treasuver as alleinales)
frant gach Congressional District sealed in {he order of successian, 3t

shall also wclude as non-voling members one State Senator and two

" State Represeatdlives who are metiber s of ang setected by ther OFL
lesnslalive caucuses and members af the Nationat Coinmitice nat

elecled by the state convention,
* - BUSINESS, The Sfate Exccolive Cominnttee shall e responsible to
the State Central Committee dor e general management of the
_parly's business. L shafl esablish standing comnnissions on Affirmiative
Achon, §ssues, and Constilution. 1If may aiso estabhsh ather staneing
and femporary commitiees, 1) shall establish.a budget, subjoct lo State

Centrat Ccmmuuefg approval. All-disputes ond contests resufting from-
“the - holdwg of County urit tonventions, Congressional Distrct

convenfions, aud electoral conmission sessions shall be decided by the
State Bxecotve Commstiae, extept those: dnspmcs 10 be decided under
Article 11, Seclion 2.

TheState Execuuve Cemmsuee shall establish procedurts lor raview

" of party constilitians -of County, House District, Senate Owstrict,

Camgressional Dhstriel. and ather. subordinale parly orgamzations by
the Constitutions  Comission. Such- consutions sholl become

opetative gnless dsdppraved within 120-days of §ubmlssmn to state .

I
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BUSIHESS The state convention shall eleg) convention officersand & -

 stale party olicprs, Jo presdential election years, it sholl sdeeUnagmal

coptiiiftog mombers, angd delerales and alteroates o the fatondl *7

canvehtion in accordancewath Articie 1Y, Sechion 2, and the Bylaws, and

© ghall nominaie predicdential eluctors. iLshalt-bea function of the siale

vonvention. to enderse candidales for stateende office and adopt a -
party platlorm, ar provide for Such endorserien! and adoption. Imay.-
amend this constitution and £ of the-accompanying B]Iaws TL-nay
\ransact siich clber busingss as may come before 1he convention.

"~ COMMITTEES. The State chairpersan, subject to the direction of the

B Slate Executive Commmine shall apipoint a convenor for the {allowng

cormmilfoes: constitubiond credentials, endorsements, nomiqq(xons,
platform, rules, and suchothers as may be reguired, The appointments
shall be made af least 22 days belore 1ic opening ol the convention,

Sectivh 2. STATE PARTY OFFICERS. Slate party allicers Glecied at
the state convention shall be o chairperson. associsle. chairpeison,
secrelary, lrcasurer, national comwuillee members angd Awelve
dreaelon s {nol more thaw severn of whont shulthave the same gender ),

Section 3. STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

AUTHORITY. The State Central Conminttee shall be ﬂ’u. EOMENAY -

body belween ronventigns: o
MEMBERSHIP, The Stole Cenitral Comuuitée shall consist of the

State Executive Cammittes, plus the chairparson and :lvsoma!e

chaarpexaono( the follavang 37 Senate distriets - 5,6 7.8, 16,12, and

37 through 67 - plus the chairperson and sswaciate ehairperson fwith.

vochy having one hall- wote) of the House dislritis w-oach f the
remaining 30 Senate distiicls, plus 832 tepresentatives divided amotg
tie county units gécording Lo the Germocratic Farmer (abor cangulates,

- average vole (see Bylaws ). provaded that-ath county-umil shalthaveat’

" g

igast ohe vole. A system.of equal praportmne wpreserbed fur allocation
of reprosemtationg it Conuress shall be used 1o detemnne anocauon of
represerdation to county s,

‘A county-unit aliotled ohe vole sholl send gs ity reprcscnta!wcs the
chairperson and assgcate Cl)a’lp;‘rmn eack with ovehalf vole. A
county unnt allotict! twe voles shall send as 118 representatives tite
chawrperson and assosats chacpersoir A county umt altotled more
thias v vols-shall serrt-as s represeotalives the charpersen and
assuciale  chawperson apd o addibon they shall ~elect

patty hmdaum ters. DrSSDD!\NdE ts sub;ecl 10 anpea\ ® the S’c‘.tc

" - Gentral Commutier. The S(te Fxeculive Commnfiep shall miyatan a

' ) txecutve Commitlee may rcconvcuc an adourped siate conveutmu o

.

lm, of vahd constilsboos for all parly orgarazations - )
" The State Fzetutroe Committoa shall take dny agiion nece ssary ta
nsure that he use of Jiie desiphabioh “Demstdtic Faser-Labor™, 6F

_avy combimations thedeal, be 'esh gied o porsons.or uxgammlmns'

autbionzed by [te state conventions, the Siate Cental Commﬂlee or
_the State Exccutive Committoe:;
Tho State Exgcutive Comantiea may ¢all 8 moatuy, of any ceniral
commitiee. With the gomsant of the Slate Centi al Comnnttge, the Stale

ARTICLE \X
- Olher Electoral Jurisdictions

Soction 1, ELEGTGRAL JURISDICTIONS ‘NO1 PROVIDED FoR
ELSEWHERE, In an electoral yurisdection Tor which his consttution
does vol otherwise provide 3 means ‘of enclprsement, {he cetteal
committee of theparty having the'smallést wriscigtion which includes
the elecioral yurstdicbion shall be r@sponsible for the pady'sattars
-electtons i tha eleclotal yunschiction, ovd way avihmze the adoplion

of & pm \y coushlulxcn Tor thg elettoral jurrsdiction.

‘Seclion 2. SPECII\L ENDORSING COMMISSION

AUTHORITY. A spécal entorsmg comssion for an olection in an

eloctorat jurisdiction tot provided for elsewhere ay b colled by the
ceniral commsties having jurisdiction, iFa comnussion 15 not authorized
by the constitition of (he electoral jurisdiction.

MEMBERSHIP, For a3 efectoral jurisdichion equivalent to, o smalter
tham, a sepatoral district In population, the delegates and allernates
elected at precivet daucuses within ral jurisdsction shall be de!emxes
and alternales to the speciat eiidorsing com(msswn

Far au - electoral jurisiclion: Targer- than '3 senalerial dm\nct n-
populotion, pxehuding tities of he first class, wiich are iehudod ‘i -
Sectitn 3; below, the delegates-and alternates (o the special endorsing
commission may-be-eittier the delegates and alternates 10 the state
canvention who reside within the jarisdiction, or the delegates and
allernates-elected at precingt caucuses withm that prsdiction,

BUSINESS, The special endorsmg catpnssion may refrod. and
andoreg a candidate for each-olfice open for ¢lechion, and aid in the

- eleclion of 1he candidate,

e




.,*  Endorserent involving an clagtion in a subjurisdiction of such an

e . glettoral jurisiction may be made by delegates fo'the special endorsing

comrmission who réside within the subjunisdiction, _
The special endorsmp commission may canduct such otfier business -
as may be authorized by the constiution of the electoral jurisdiction.

“Soction 3. CITIES OF THE FIRST CLASS. A city of the first-clags may
*conduct & speeial endorsing tommission 1o endorse candidates for local
office. Dejopates to such a commisston-shall be glocted at cautiises
vihich may be held-at @ tme different from.the regulai evenyear
~orgamzational cautuses. Such caucyuses and commssion shall follow
- the elechon laws and guidelines of regular caycuses and convenions.
The date and artangements of (hese catcuses and gommissions shall

" he established by W cenitrdl comimittee having jurisdiction.

ARTIGLEX - . ,
‘Amending Procedures for Constitution’ - - = -7 -
“This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the delopates
* ‘at any stite-convanton af the Demiogratic-Farmer-Labor Party,

Troel DT T ARTICLE X
I - Bylaws ‘ et
Hyiaws cohcerning matters ot expressiy governed by nor in conflict
vaits this constitution may be ddopled or amended by majority vote of
_the state convention. - - -

Bylaws may be adopted or amended by the State Central Cammittee

provicled such hamges receive malanty atirmalive vote o} the entite
mensborship. A-copy of the proposed. thanges w1 Bylaws: shall be
meluded 11 b meeling notice of the State Central Comnitten.

ARTICLE X} ,
Parltamentary Authority. . -
) All $tate tonverition matters nof governed by this Constitution and
- - U - ts Bylaws or by convenfion-rules. or by law shail be #overned by
~ Robart’s Rules of Order, most recently revised, o

- _ ARTICLE X1l
. ‘New Conslitution . )
This cohsmuuon supersedes any and atfrothe,r'prewqus constitutiohs
/ ’7 of the Munestoa Democratic-Farnier-Labor Party.- :

. i Section 2, CONVENTION AND ELECTORAL COMMISSION RULES. .

. Reparty ol al caucls - and conventian elections of delegates and
“alternateslo her. Jevel convenhions or comauttees. shall te

“sugcetding gher junsdichion authonty. -

- Subsectiont A: DELEGATE ELECTION-GUIDELINES. E

- Ghalienges dy be made to telezations ot the basis of the Delegate
" Eloction Guidehies 6f the Constifation if. the challenpe shows. that
atlier Affirmative Actian guxrdelinesror_delegam voung systeny rules
wire violated i the clection of the delegation.- - -

Subsection. B, PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.

Conslitution Is to slect delegates and at{ernates to conventions. and
coiinuttens ut a proportional way al every level of the party. it 1s the
 basic voling rute which makes-the Afirmative Action and the Delagate
Election Guelelines principles of Artics HE meaninginpful and possible.
- A moton lo.use & profiottional voting system may be made prior o

ERN S-S

not made and passed prior (o nontnations, and if alter nominahions are
‘aver there aré nioie nomifiges than delegate positions ta be filled, the
* charpersonshouldask, orit canbe moved from the lloor, «f the badywll
used majoirty voling system or a propastional voting system, A motion
_ fora proportional sysfeim passes and praporhional voting must be used .
if 1tie motion is’ supported by a number equal 16 of more than the
number of voters with the strength fo elect ane delegate, The number

. caucusorcanvention. For'example: if there are 100 voters at a coucus

-whichy 1s: 1o-elect 10 delegoates to a convention, a group of 10 of those

volers is large enough to elect its own delegate or to require that a

propiar tional voting systerm big used- which- will allow il to elect its own
delegate. -~ . | - o

- Severatvoling methods provide the prapottionality requived by this

 ~rule. AL precinct caucuses, state Jaw requires. that voters. be able to

~ . votesearetly. At other levels of the party voling is open uuless.a secret -

} ballot 15 called - tor and sipparted by one third of the voling body:
The DFL Calt"ta Convention as approved by the:State Central -

s s bt ek st

.

E S (SRR il titleli B
submiitted within 5 doys after -said caucus or convention lo the
The afent “of the Propartional Represintation. -rufe m  the

opetimy nontinations for the efection of delegates. i such a mation 15

P of voters willt enaugh strength, as-a group, to elect their own delegate, -
- shall be determmed by dividing the numbier of delegates a caucus or
converition iy o elect into the tolal tiumiber-of eligible voiars at that -

ARTICLE XV :
Nothing in this constitution shall e nterpreled to reduce thetorm of
party oltce of a person elecled prior to the 1974 stale convention.
Where such eloction conlers meibersthup 10 the - state cgmral )
- committee, the elected officer shall serve but shalf be vounted aganst -
the unil's- representation, This article shalt be doleted when 45
obsolete. - : -

. " " BYLAWS OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE DEMOCRATIC-FARMER- LABOR PARTY

- Thase Bylaws fo the Constitution of the Democratic Farmer-Labor -
.- " Party -of Mintiesola are wiended 1o further defing and explam 1he
i ‘operating procedures of the party. They are erganized i paraltel to the
Constitation 1o make easier reference 1o the specihc words of the
- éohsmuiion biging {uriher dehived. but this does not absolutely Jimit
he application of the Bylaw ta the spectic part of the Conshitution
noted: The Bylaws-can be added 10-or amendeq by the-State Ceptral
Committee or-State Canvention: as provided. for in Arlicle Xl.of the
” Gonstitution. Such chianges can be mage when necessary (G Inpiove
thie operation of the partyor to gnable the party to conlerm to statg or -
federat taw oF 1o rules of the National Democratic Canvention or the
Demacratic National Coinimitee. 1t not jntended that changes in the

Bylaws shall ater principles of the party as set forth_in the |

“Constitution, )
RS ARTICLE Ul
. Subordination
Section 1. ELECTION LAWS, o
in addtion to lederat and state election- 1a.xs the OF L Constitulion
and Bylaws are subordimate o the Nations Denoe: tic- onvention,
chatfer and commuftee rules on selection of te'esates ta e rigtional
cooyention, L -
' ARTIGLE fll 7
) . General Rules and Policy -
Section 1. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION - X
Afiematve Action skigh De expianed 8l e LrednT csdcuses ant
1i, hieher levet convenilions arig -hath be's s uded .= Tre DFL Gall to

Committee migv-outine specilic progedures tor roles whigh'satisly the
recpmepment of {fus Buiaw at the vonous party fesvdh

Subsection €. ALTERNATE DELEGATES

Notdiwations shalt be ‘made 0 alternaies n the same manner as

- presgrbed lor delegates, . . -
[T allernates are elecied through sub-caucus votis systemns they vl
be upgraded to delegate status - the trder reported within each

subcaucus When all available alternates have beer raged wilhnt g

- speertc sub-caucus and the delegation 1s 5207 not at huil voting strength,

—afternales witl thery the rased by ot frose Jinome wdels sub gaucus”

highest tanking rémanung alternate. »

Subsection E. ENDORSEMENTS. o
The phrase, “every ballot shall be a tes*#il 4 quorum.” means that it

the total vole on ar endorsement fails of-a guorum, no endorsement

takes place af that convention.

The tinnesota DFL shall provide funds t cang}ida&es only if 'ihey arg

duly endorsed..

" Section 3, CENTRAL COMMITTER RULES
Subsection B. CENTRAL COMMITTEE ENDORSEMENTS, -
The' endorsing privilege extended 1o cantral comnutiees by the
Constittition rieans that i a convention o endorsing commission fails
ta-miake an endorsement, or does not act on a possibife euddnrsement in

its jurisdiction, and does not wislran endoisement to bé made, it must,

by a simple majority vote, 30 instruct s central committee before it
~adjourns -

Subsection C. DISMISSAL FOR CAUSE _ i

Before a central committee membermay be discharged; the contral
comimittee shall notity that person in writing and state s pround for
_the proposed disitiissal in reasonabte detail topether with a statement
that the meniber niay make a writfen request.for a hearmg belor¢ the
cormmittec withire 30 days alter receipt of such natification 1 withisi 30
~ days altef receipt of ths notificotion the member- inhkes a written
request for a hearing belore the comimittee it shall be granted before
firal-action is taken. It no heariig 3 requested-vithin Such peuod, it
) shall be deenied acquiescene- by the member to the committee’s:
. proposed action and the termmnation shall take etfect af the endiof the

O 30-day period, ‘ : i :
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Aoy hmnn;? helg pursuadt 1o -this section of the- Bytaws aud
approp iate section of the Comstiution shall Be upon appropriste and
-fimely nofce to the wember and shall be private-or gublic at he

diseretion of the member. At thio hicdrig, the commdive and the
membor Ty - gach be ropresented by counae! af ifs ar hisZher own.

cxpose, ang such counssl thay Bramne and Cross BXIMBE WINESSES

and prosent arguniants: The comunitee shall first présent svdence (o
sustiin the grounds for dismissal and then rocone evidense prosented

) b)' the membtr, Fach party awy then present rebotial evdance,

Dismisot-of the membor shall be Hased upon subsfapiol” and
compelon ovidenct in the record: Al wiltnsses Shall be sworn upon
ot administered by the prosiding officer of the commitlse. The
secrotiry of e comowtiee shal ssue subpounas for witnessos or the

produgticn.of feco-d pertingnt 1o the grounds- upon the roguest 6f-
. gither the momber or commities. H requesied, edbor by the member or

the commutice, the compiitloe shall employ a court regorter to record

tha proceetinps oL Ui hearing and eifer parly may obtan o transerpt

fhicreal af 55 DW expenu.
Alter the hegring, the tommittec shail issue a wiitten-decision and

o _ordee 3 -{he commptiee oreders distassal, its decisien shatt maude the
. ﬁmlmz*s ol fuct basedupan competeal ovidencs in e record and shall

- bestrved on thn mesiher accon pimad by 20 grdor of dismissal valhin

ften 1104 days alter conclusioit of the hoaring i the decisnn of tha
vommilon s hvnmh!e to the membor fhe grocecdines. shait be

B il and 3 dw’m(.u antered it the pomonitoe’s mmutrs
. Se\cnnu g DEFINITIONS

" The DFL-Candidales Averam Vole 18 tfm s of voips m st for 'the
five most recent and highost rankmg (3s listed balow) slatewide DFL

condidaias (ncluding the nafionat Democratig presidential candufateaf '
S ¥ 1mung,ihe fives ihiost recant slection ragpsy dwided by tve I tive of
_thgraces veguired ware i the tudist recent alesyon, they vl be bsed. |

thire were nof vetaces qualdying i the most recent election. the

wmnedialo meious stdowdy alechon n oiso used, The rankmg of the-

races for -ihis purpose shall be: Prescdent, U.S. Sanator, Governgr,

Lseutenant Governar, Attorrioy Gamrm. Sccrezary ol Stzsm. State
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mesumx
Seclion 9. COMMITTEE DELEGME SEL ECTION,

AL mnmﬂs\:mms thainiet Convitlony angd saur!{y g wnvexﬂxon3
chedind b B o e SOVETL Y L\s"*r-uzm,« ,1{ the rexd h;i,hesz lgvels shatt
fog UL’J&"}.} the cotvenliore

of othy party ollicers. The .s*mzme'amrpersdn shall. recowe

fult hime sl y o ons than 3+ 4 of the chanperson's safary to be set
by T Laetultve Commilee,

the setretary shali be s charge of all the des and racoms of the
{adYW ang of pgreparalion of oecessary decuments. He shall preserve

 such files and recortds angd open them for exanunation at convement”

andangroptale imes af the requesx uf argy duzy slecled State cennax

“Comuintlee membsor.

The ucaswm shall ave cusiody ol {he funds a! {he par ‘Y angt ahaf;
render wiilten atcounts of his reseipts and dishuwrasoments to gach

moating ol e ‘State’ Cenlral Comenflee and Slate Exccutive -
- Commilies, He shalf alst malle a full-ropart for the banding of party
- finds shall be under sufficient band the smpunt {0 be delermingd by '

“-tie Slate Executive Comantteo. An aucht of ait fmateiat racords and-.

transagtinne of thes oty staft Lo fieok a1 #3sE 060 a yedr.antd al

otfier Dimgs % oy, be requested by either the Stole Centrdl
Comwiniter or the $lale Froouwtive Comontioe, by a cortified public
aieounfant, Comes o) s report shall be sent (o dﬂ membexs of the
Stam Cential Commiton.
“Thes Pretutive Commiltce shulf assim dutnes 1o dunclors At loast
one dicetor shiall e assigned each of the foflowing: finance, parly-
orgonization, lepistative finssn, now voler registration and inveivement,

- Yasor with - slected  slate officials, party ombudsmen funclions,
‘summiunitalions, issucs and platform developman! and- allmmative -

action.

‘Section 4. STAT!I EXECUTWE COMM!T’?EE

The Stale Escenlive Committee shall tiove the aunmmy {0

rucommand and implement procedurs for-commissions. Authonty for

gormmanent  commisgions.. shall be granted lhrough govezmmg~

canvention g fhrouph ametiding the Bylaws.

‘ - The State bxpeutve Convmttoe shall establish a Commxssmn Wil
Volunteariser which shall inelude but not be teuted o ewarding
veluntonrs and establistung racommendations for legistation 1e, social
steurtydax credils, fax daductions. This G

Cappropriate noverning body.

sion on Volunteerism
shalf bizomposed of lwo member's Ifam each Congressional district, to
e edected, andd bot fore than four persens apnomted by the stale
charpersan. The Conwhssion shall present recommendations to s f

" The Stale Exesutive Lommutee shal ﬁsmbls h & Comxmsmn on ..

ARTICLE W
Preginet Dtmmzamn
Segtion’ B, PREGINGT ORGAMIZATION. )
e precinct tautis may slecl Vice aha;mermns Yo assist and aid in
the orgaczaton of the prommel for the patly iy aceptibue srith the
Comshitution and Byfows. Thede vicg chigit persons st be listed fa
the Eauws rcmxi o hz{;ﬂer fovets of the prty,

. ARTICLE V o o
Party Organization. tn Anvka, Dakoty, Hennepin, mmsey,
Stearns, St Louis and Washington counpies,
Seetion 1. HOUSE DISTRICTS.. _ - o

" Subsection A, CONVENTIONS.

The guthorily sel torth by the Constilutu fo- Hmn o distriets m tho
counties montioned in Article v shall be grasted by Gengle destrietil
there 5 2 twodhids (273 vale o the Poght disti] Latpailion
svalved The quos um reguirgitient lor suchachion watl] b o rayorsty of
1he defepates. {or sltgroples seatcd dy delgpatesy elip :bn:« for that
convention

ARTICLE wit
‘State Party Organization
- Bection 2 STATE PARTY OFFICERS.

Theshmwperson s Sutins shallle those ofashigt ereruteoticer. Tha -

chairperson vaih the conguliaion and dareement Bl e aysacate

char purson sy aphoant a0 Latoet o dirgelrs and o hogwe ghractor - -
subpet to conbrowsiion. by _ihe State: Exrutive Comonttes  The

CTanr ot SO may aurw.t atber perstnne] fowanave te Businese and

 fmancal affas of the patiy sutxm forvedrmation by the sigta. -
Executive Commitiae in dccorcuuze wath ganans- takon by the stale
convention, Stale Central Commitied.ana Siate Bxetuliie Commtipe,:

the chasifperson may defernang thesr dues antd Tunatitns The ehaes

- esuies Shall be cuinptsed fo two metbens Troneieh o
 dhatnct, 1o be elected. and not more tha four porsans apposted by this -
‘state charperson. The conpnigeion  shall prasent '«uee:mc

pibrson gy, provide tor the & ngfoy it O any olhegr ofley peis gl

"f~h:es,sud Lh«e;m:vm HH

necessary. Thi: charrar se At
“by the Exeeubve Copmifton
Thirababinste i s sureaigl oo (X\mr;ﬂm RE T e ] *:xa 2y
stafe Ciauprivan et el ol fhe Dukts
Catias £ the Pty 1 e P pastizaats ” fan g
feudarsinpin g Aty camgd s g shall A PRSI

Pm‘hmr argt h,w»h The ghalze Bf s om0t woutd be

dgvelop pid‘mnu oty snd foree pro ,mwe&}m the oy g Progesh
of rosotutions from thig Casizuses arad a1 o derly pn::edvr [ LY
convention crmmiittoes 1o faohitate hew work {hei g :xns*:xon gy,
duvetop tosk. forcea. | inay hold Bearnps Betioen corventions Toe
COMBUSSION & purpeedis procedural angl shall not, ag 2 wilmusstun

sy 4 restiulion oF ssue statement. it oy develop f manner for
topical 1ssues to be develeped and a procedure to recotmiing to the )

Stale Contraf Comimtlep {or action. Tia Comtmssion on Flatiorm and

recommendations. Tor mclusion w the DFL C';n Canvenbon,

The State Taecudwe Committes shatl estal
Conshiution «md Bylaws, The gharee ot e Comengsion would be to
reling ihe Comstifulion and the Bylows, f necessary ahd mahe
remmmonda:mns o the Statg Convention Cunsmut;cn Cnmanttee
Comimtiee and - ar the State Centeal Conumties The Cowanssion on
Conslighon and Bylaws shall alse mictsde the responsilerty ol review

" as delined wv Article Vill Seclion 4 of the Conshituliow andd make

recomueridatians 1o its poverning body avolied: The commission

shail biz composed of twe snombers fromtoach Conprpssiona al disrieit, fo

e cloctod. and sl wore thap foar persans aggonied 19 he State

- Chairperson. from withm the Commission develop o maifiod and elact

2 rotaling (hroe porson review board which shall ave the suthonly to
recomment seitlement and remedies of - consiifutional chisliengey,
disputes and inferpretations 1o appropeite governing tiothes.,

The Stale Fxetative Cosunittoe shalt esfablish a Comoission on

Affirgsative Action which shall include bt not behnited to eafobhshng

AMtirmative Action ofticer for gach county. umit, cungressmnai thstpict
and the State meutive Comnuttes, The Commssion on Adfirmative
Actiotr shalt welude the State Altisnalive Action officor, tha eight
Congressional Distret Affimative” Action oificers and members
appomied’ by the state charperson amsl conhrimed ‘by the Siate

Execulive: Commiftes frum special: calenories, mcludmm youth, soniar
sitigens, - imen,. women, faboi. winoriics, and farmees: Each
congrossiond dhistingt and county umit shatl have » sutnlyr Atirmative
- Action Contanssion.. Atfigmative Action Comntissions. and Athirmative
‘Actsan officrrs shall e accountobly to the state Mbrmalve Action.”
" Conqussion, whigh us furnshall ip accoumab(é to the Stale Extcutive
o? t‘/ and State Ceniral conumttegs. The Minmiitive Action Commiter—

EYY was pro e
v Ior P tical
:2-7\ edutytie Thte anaptasd @ (i RS aht ﬂql! pf..\« e for ‘%*.mm;sqgmqn;
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sl propdre an Afftinalive Action plan and sulurit thie plat . fa
sproval afed implemisidation &3 the State £zecutive Committee. The
Hlate Alnmatwe Action Cotmnssion shail b d comphance and review
comanssion i larms of Affwmative Action prosrains ant delepate
seluction and in tuen ghall make recommenditiony fo appropriate
govertut party bodhes 1t may establish a date for Afhrmalive Action
phan subnuswon, The comapssian shall be progery furded in order {0

Tarry out s mandate.

This cup)) of the Minnesets DFL Constitution is as
adopted by the State Conventlon. It hag mat yet

been edited for mistakes and typegraphical crrors. )

If anything comes to your artentlon that should be
corrécted plense notify the DFL State office by
Aupust 15, 1974, ) i
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: January 1.7 1975
© Mr. Mark Winkler I B S Q 7
Deputy Secretary of State = o MM 'ZCE “QTS
‘ ‘State Capitol = - S ' e , D ‘
; ‘St. Paul, Minnesota 55:155 o A OESIATE o
) W TRIRESORR ~ | R g@g@&&lhﬁi@%—g -
- Dear Mark:
As required by the Mimmesota Election Laws, 1974 (202.20, Subd. 4),
I am filing a copy of our State Constitution on behalf of the
- Chairman of the Minnesota Democratlc-wFarmer—Labor I?arty s State
: : "Central Comm:.ttee. :
' In add:x_tlon, for the :mformatlon of your. offlce, also note there CO U O
" is a copy‘ of the Natlonal Party s recently adopted Charter. ISR
o ’l‘hank you for your asa:.stance.
sincerely,
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Two former DFL state party chairmen, Atty. Gen ‘
ministrative Assistant, Dick Moe, told State Central Committee members to work on huilding the D.F.L’s party.

i

Warren Spannaus (left) and Senato

o

r Mondale’s Ad-

organization. In doing so, they joined state chairman Hank Fischer, who urged dedication to strengthening the
party in his report to the Central Commitiee (See page four). ‘ ‘

Party Buiiding

DFL’ers meeting in Minneapolis
December 14th heard numerous
calls for strengthening the Party
in the aftermath of its greatest
election victory in the DFL’s thirty
year history. Members of the
Party’s State Central and
Executive Committee’s were told
that building the Party itself “is
the greatest challenge the DFL
will face in this decade.” :

Party Chairman Hank Fischer,

sef the tone for the meetings in a .

report that stated, *Now is the

time for the DFL, as never before, -

to turn -its attention to ‘party
building.’ In the lastfive years, we
have - perfected campaign
mechanisms that are second to
nonein the nation. In the next five
years, our paramount -objective
must be to strengthen the Party’s
voice — the Party’s ability to
provide balance, to insure ac-
countability, o act as'a creative

e L OGO sl Ao he an, offpotive. link ..

Hubert Humptirey for giving the
DFL much of its issue orientation
and commitment tfo voter

- education and volunteer training.

Aftorney. General Spannaus told
the Central Comrnittee they should
maintain a close watch on the
actions of their elected officials
and “make sure you tell us, when
you think we're wrong.” o

Commenting on gun control
legislation to be introduced in.the
coming- legislative session,
Spannaus said “I've never com-
tended that this legislation alone

‘would eliminate crime or solve all
of the problems. We’ve all worked
In numerous ways” he said “to.do
that. Gun control is not a panacea.

- Most of us support it because in-

tuitively we know its the
reasonable thingto do and one way
to help the potential victims of
crime.” ‘ ‘ '
Moe, Senator Mondale’s Ad-

sministeative Aspistant,. warned

PN NN

“disaster.” “Some how" he said

" “we must take the methods used

by the DFL Parfy (its caucus-

"convention, endorsement process)

and bring those fo the national

"level. A candidate for the Party’s

nomination” Fraser said ‘‘should
riot immediately be judged on his
Harris and Gallupratings™™ and his
ability to ““soar like a rocket” ona
controversial issue. Fraser con-
tended that a candidate should

first be able to meet with members

of the Democratic Party around
the country and seek the

nomiination through gaining their

individual support. Once that
nomination has been given, Fraser
said the Party must be in a
position to take the candidate to
the public and win their support.

Others speaking at the Central
Committee meeting included
Senator Majority Leader Nick
Coleman, ‘aSpeaker of the House

[, F T -

oL AL

Senator

T havedecided that I will not be

a candidate for the Democratic .

presidential nomination in 1976.

“T havemade that final decision’

after a year of intensively ex-

ploring the possibility of seeking
the presidency. e

“While I.hdve been very en-
couraged' by support I have
received from throughout the
coiintry, and. especially in Min-

. ‘nesota, I have reluctantly con-

cluded that I should not seek that
office. ‘ o

*While there are many reasons
that could be given, basically I
found I did not have the over-
whelming: desire to be President
which jis essential for the kind of
campaign that is required. To
begin a campaign without a total
commitrnent on my part is unfair
to-everyone: to those who support
me; to all Minnesotans, who are
entitled to my services in ‘the
Senate; 0 the Democratic Party
and the other candidates seeking
the office and to my country.

I love our state and I love the
Senate and the opportunity hoth
have given me to learn and to
serve. If I were to seek the

enator Mondole’s
Withdrawa Ste

rement
presidency, from here on out I
must substantially reduce my role
in the Senate and my ability to
serve Minnesota, I believe I can
serve our state and country better
as a fulldime Senator than as a
full-ime presidential candidate.

“I admire those with the
determination to do. what is
required to seek the presidency,
but I have found that I am not
among them.

-*1 do not regret my efforts over
this past year. I have learned and
experienced much about our
couniry which could not have been
fearned or experienced in any
other way. I hope it makesme a
better Senator. ‘ ‘

“Finally, I am especially

‘grateful to the people of Minnesota

who undersfood and encouraged
me in my efforts. I am especially
grateful to Senator Humphrey,
Governor Anderson, Attorney
General Spannaus, Congressman
Blatnik, Congregsman Bergland,
Congressman = Fraser, and
Congressman Karth, and the other
DFL leaders who have heen of
such help and who have been such
good friends. I shall never forget
all of the kindness shown fo me.
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(with “government officials) ' for’

each citizen.”* Fischer’s message
was echoed by Fifth district

" Congressmnan Don Fraser, ' At
torney General Warren Spannaus
and former DFL Chairman,
Richard Moe.

Congressman Fraser; reporting
on the national Party’s Mid Term
Conference, said that many of the
proposals adopted to govern the
national Party relied on the
Minnesota DFL as a model

political pariy. He told the Central .

Committee that part of their
relationship with public off1c1als is
*to keep their feet to the fire .

to be good friends, but at arm’ s
length.” Fraser praxsed Senator

SPANNAUS

Making DFL Government

By Atty. Gen. Spunnmus

Iwas very pleased and grateful
at our fine election victory last

month. I know: very well that it~

rested in large ‘measure on the
efforts of DFLers throughout the
state, and 1. appreciate this op-
portunity tothank you very much.

‘We all know that to win requires
a lot of work; it is very difficult.

But even more difficult — and °
certainly more important — is to-

govern well, Adlai Stevenson
called it “the acid, final test” in
{See page 3)

~EGALT

. cer
DFLatsome future date and if the

that “the pendilum 'will most
y swing away from the

Party does not build itself while it
is in a position of strength, it will
be unable to do so then.” Moe,
speaking on behalf of Mondale,

said the Senator is “griormously ..

grateful for all of the support.given
him- .during his exploratory

. presidential bid. Mondale” said

Moe “will always be thankful for

the help of his friends in the.
‘Minnesota DFL.”

Regarding. Senator Mondales
decision not to seek the

. presidency, Fraser said that the
present methods for selecting
party pre51dent1a1 norminees is a

COLEMAN

By Senate Leader Coiemmn

January, 1975, we will open the

69th Legislature — a legislature
with a number of crucial tasks
before it. Of pnmary importance
will be the restoration of public
trust and confidence. in govern-
ment. Recent national ‘political
scandals, most observers will
agree, have left in their wake an
-erosion of public confidence .and
involvement in government. If the
89th Legislature can restore that
confidence and amplify that in-
(See page 3) ‘

IvpArsE SUNO; DECTEELY or S
elect Joan Growe and . State

Treasurer-élect. 'Jim Lord. The
Central Committee adopted the

~ balance of the Party’s 1974 state
platform and adopted a resolution -
. calling for: full funding of the

national . Parfy's = affirmative
action work.

The Central Commitice also
heard reports on a series of newly
created permanent state Party
comrmissions.
Committee earlier in. the day

.adopted objectives and procedures '

for Commissions.on Volunteerism,

+ Platform and Issues, Constitution

and Bylaws and Afﬁrmatwe
Action.

The Executive

By House spemkér Sabo
What I see ahead first of all, is

- that coordination of human ser-

vices delivery throughout the state
will be one of our major concerrs:
How best can we deliver health,
welfare and correcuons services
to our people? What is the best

combination of state and local .
effort. from 'the. standpoint of -
Iminimizing cost while maximizing
services? We don’t have all the .

answers yet. Our task will be to
develop a workable solution.
{See page 3)
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Placmg a hlgh priority on |

Minnesota’s qualily of life,
protection.  of ‘our natural
resources, caring for the ills of
urban areas before they become

- incurable, and maintaining the
public’s trust were the themes |}

singled out by Senator Hubert
Humphrey as goals for DFL’ers in
the next two years.

Humplirey warned that as

DFL’ers “we can never afford to

indulge in the arrogance of power.

The Party mus{ continue to realize -

that our real sirength eomes from
being . close to the people.
Responding to pesple’s needs,” he
said, “has been the key to keepmg
the pubhc s trust.””

Speaking in 'resporse to a
question about what DFL’ers
should be thinking about in the
coming months, ‘Humphrey
asserted that “we cannot be
complacent — we must not let
that happen. Our success,” said
the Senator, “has been. based

.upon character, integrity and sub-

stance. People—omenbed programs

and a people-oriented approach,

combined with a commitment to
performance has made Minnesota
“the state that works’.”

Ina wide ranging interview with
the DFL NEWS, a thoughtful and
sometimes xmpassxoned Hum-
phrey cautioned that “we must be
careful about the luxury — the
riches — of victory. There is'a
tendency with a big victory,” he

said, “fo become a litlle more
careless and -a little less

cooperative. Such an aftitude
could make 4 very tight stivation
for DFL'ers.

“All DFL’erstnust sit down with
the Governor and hammer ont a

program. It is essential,” he said,

HUMPHREY

“that they agree in advance on a

legislative program. Nothing,”” he

warned, *‘could hurtus more than

afued between the Governor and

the legislative leadership. Both
parties {the legislative leadership .
and the Governor) must work in
close cooperation.” ‘
Humphrey was a tlreless
campaigner for countless DFL’ers

tin this fall’s elections. Traveling -

throughout the siate, making as
many as eight to terr appearances
a day, he brought “Humphrey”
enthusiasm to thousands of Party
workers.

His consistent message, citing
the reasons to elect DFL'ers,
attracted a'tremendously warm
response from his audiences,

' Humphrey took care in his

remarks to point out the tough
road ahead for Americans who
want to put an end to the numerous
“rip-offs” being perpeirated by

‘major corporate interests in the

counfry.
And when in Mankate, at a rally

for Steve Babeock, he told the over

500 assembled Democrats that he
would give all' he had to make
successful the fight for a return of

i economic justice and equality in

{See page 3)



Govemor Weo

Mr. Chief Justxce and members of the Court, ‘Mr.

Speaker, Mr. President, members of the Legislature

and fellow citizens of Minnesota:
These proceedings aremorethana ceremony They

represent more than the mauguratlon of elected of-. .

ficials.

Thisis also a day to inaugurate ideas. Our duty isto
assume responsibility, not merely offlce, to be
leaders and not just custodians.

Every Governar, at the outset of every term,

has stood here for the purpose of defining where

we stand — as ‘a people, and as a government.

Each Governor has done so in the light rot only .

of past hlstory, but of the events of the day as
well.

Other maugurauons have taken place i in the midst

of crisis. Other governments have known the ravages:
of war, depresswn, and the loss of conﬁdence in-

leadership.
‘We begin this new govemment — this 69th session

of the Minnesota Legislature — in a period of severe | |

national .economic distress.

 Officially, we are told that over 7.1 per cent of the
American work force 1s Aidie. But 1t’s more’ Serious

than that.

In some states lmemployment is more than 10.per .
cent. Among the young o our inner cities, it's over35

per cent and getting worse. © :
More Americans are unemployed today than at any
time since 1940.

Food costs 30 per cent more. today than it d1d just22 |
months ago. : - :
© Anew consu'uctlon Ioan can cost as much as 18 per .

cent simple interest.

. And . bankrupicies are up, both personal and o
o ,busmess.‘ :

S SO | ".‘v‘ b Bk wnl

Sécond Inaugur: alAddress of
R Andegson

¥

Must we allow ano’rher 3,184 Minnesota dairy farm-

ers to go out of business this year — as we did last:

-year?. Why must the money for a decent farm

program be sacrificed at home so that General Thieu
can continue to defend his oppressive regime?

Is itreally.a firstpriority of the oldest democracy in

" 'the world to provide military hardware and handeuts

~ for dictators and corrupt generals anywhere?.

We understand our international obligations. We
are not, nor can we ever be again, any form of
1solat10msts But it is ‘the underwriting of corrupt
dictatorships around the world that has in fact
isolated this country from the hope and the allegl._nce
of decent men and women all over the earth.

We allbelieve in.a strong America. Wemust be able
and equipped to defend ourselves. Only fools and
weaklings would think otherwise.

But a strong America is more ‘than missiles and

military aid. For me and for ycu, a strong America is
productive jobs, decent housing for our people, fair
prices for both our farmers and consumers, clean air

and water, the opportunity for a decent education no -

matier where you live, whether you're rich or poor or
whatever the color of your skin.

Forme, a sirong Arierica begins with people hvmg
in hope and confidence that they can share in the
economic and social greatness of this nation.

1 have more faith by far in the strength and cor-

- fidence and hope of the American people than I do in
the power of a B-1 bomber or a new submarine. .

This country is spendmg 3.1 billion dollars on 4

space program this year.

~_If we must decide between funding a 3.1 hillion
dollar space program -and funding for sewage
disposal, then the moon will Hiave to wait

Perhaps we'd be better off if the resources of our

government and the attention of our people were

: rxvebed on a program to explore the space in wlnch "

bei mgs must live here on wrﬁ:. o

_Butif we were wﬂhng to do that, then our President
could say with confidence, in the near future, to-all the
foreign oil producers:

“We don’t want your ol anymore, we don’t need

.. your -oil anymore;, and we won't buy your ofl
‘ anymore.”

.- He won’t be able to say that unless we start fo
sacrifice now.

And surely thiskind of sacnfxce makes more sense
than all the loose 'talk about using military force to
insure a supply of cheap imported oil.:

T'm willing to make that sacrifice, and I believe the |

American people are willing to make that sacrifice,
because we all know 1t is a choice between economic

| .-.chaos and economic stability. We can't have
economic stability in this country until we can stop

depending on imported oil

And until'we do that, we can’t spend those 25 billiont
Amnerican dollars a year on American social and
economic justice.

That is the reason, here in this nearly landlocked
state in the American midwest, that we are talking
taday about our national .and international economic
crisis, our national and international oil crisis.

. That economic crisis has affected nearly every
decision’ T have made in preparing the budget
recommendahons 1 will bring to you next week.

That economic crisis will hang over the heads of

every legislator in this room during every minute of.

your deliberations in fhe months ahead. It will affect

. every decision you make.

Ihave spoken of national priorities. But these imes
demand our thoughtful attention as well to priorities
for state government and state funds.

T will return here next week with specific recom-

mendations for the budgetmg of our resources for the
next two years.

But I want to tell you today that these recom-
mendatlons will concentrate. on the most fun-
damental, useful, and produohve efforts of state
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because truth is always the threshold of renewal
Just as it is important to face the hard facts about

. oureconomy, it is equally important to remember the

basic strength of our people.

Despite everything; we can be optimistic. We'can
be - gptimistic abouf our economic system — our. . =

system of government and the' political system on’

" which it depends. We can be optimistic about its:
strength and resilience. FRUNE

Our system remains todayf’ﬂxe best iraméWork for

. human advancement in all history. Our basic in-
stitutions still provide the best tools for problem-

solving ever devised. ‘
And we can be optimistic about the nature of our.
people. Americans have a talent and a ge'm\s‘for

" dealing with econormic issues. ‘

We can be optimistic, too, now that wemust come to

"the end of an era of waste. The prolonged and un-

checked extravagance in every aspect of national life
is drawing to a close. Every one’of us knows too well
the excesses of our recent past, L

 But waste is still everywhere. You can see it on the

. freeways. Thousands of cars stalled bumper to

- bumper; each with one passenger — the driver. You

.. can see it on.an airplane, in which 15 passengers fly

across the country in a 747 built to hold hundreds.
Then we reward that waste with tax dollars to

- subsidize those airplanes. . I
~ To drive by a high school that is in great financial
need today is to see a parking lot, filled with Iundreds
of cars belonging to the students. That is the sort of -
choice we have been making between private waste

and public need. | ‘ . ‘

At last we know we can't afford this waste. We can’t
afferd it in our own lives, and we can’t afford itin the
programs and policies of government.

Let us be grateful that we are forced now to re-
‘examine — under the harshest light — every -

program, every habit, every commitment.

' Wearebeing forced to do what we should have been
- doing all along; to completely rethink our values.

There is no'longer 1noney for everything. We can

afford neither the luxu;'y of folly nor the folly of -

 luxury. ' : .
. 'What's happened to us? Why must we charge our

poorest Americans more money for food stamps at .

the same time we nearly double foreign militaryaid?

When there’s not enough money to insure' clean

drinking water for our people, why must our nation

‘continue to prop up and fawn over President Park of

Soutl; Korea at a cost of a billion American dollars a

“year? ‘ S ' -
Wehave given SouthKorea the fifth largest army in

the world. And what has been received in return? Just

- two weeks ago, President Park did present a medal to -
- Senator Strom Thurmond of South Carolina.
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could take all three.

remedies is over: The problems we face are more

-, thamn superficial. The solutions we propose canviot be -
. superficial either. = . R

As John Denver has tol(i us::

"It’s time and time and fime again to find another -

xév'ay. It's time to gather forces and get out of yester-
ay. ' iy

So let us face our most urgent problem.

.+ In1972, we spent less than4 billion dollars to import
" oil into this country. Last year we sent over 25 hillion '

dollars out of our country. to satisfy our need and our

greed. - - ‘ S e
~What does it mean to spend 25 billion dollars for
imported oil?. . o "y
Letus know that every gallon of oil that is imported
into this.country atinflated prices cheats the future of
the children of this land. Co
. Ewvery gallon of oil that is imported into this country
at inflated prices makes that social security payment,
that pension check, that weekly salary smaller; even
if the printed numbers are bigger. L
It means the additional dollars we spend on the

- handicapped won't bring them the better care we

want. aer . . :
It means that a new contract for more wages
doesn’t give you inore money and probably gives you
less money.: - - RN
“Every day that we continue fo send that money:to

. those o1l countries means more denial and sacrifice

for the poor, the blacks, the Indians, the old, the -

handicapped, all those whose needs are urgent and

unmet. . . ‘ R ‘
A tax cut, more money for social security, public

. .employment programs .are fine, ‘but- they are just

economic band-aids unless we face up to the problems'
of imported oil. .- ‘ C v ‘
We must recognize at the beginning that all our. .
economic and social gains are fantasies until we
control inflation as a national policy. ‘

And we must tell ourselves the truth, We will never
conirol inflation in this comntry so long as a single
drop of unnecessary imported oil is bought ‘for
American consumption. ' : T

The choicés are simple.” = ‘

We can keep on doing exactly what we are doing,

: which s justabout nothing. And weallknow that.

We've adjusted our speed and our thermostats and
we import expensive oil. That's our program.

- What can we do? What must.we do?: ’

If we really are serious about stopping inflation and
waste and bringing economic stability and justice
back to America,: we must eliminate our glutfonous " -
appetite for someone else’s-oil. o
- There are only three ways'to do it-— rationing, -
higher prices, or a:tough allecation system. And it -
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en’ answers and ‘femporary

. threatened today. -
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For example, education. o
Wherever 1 go, I see the educational commitment, of

 the State of Minnesota changing the lives of people for

the better: s ‘

This is obvicusly a time of austerity, Some would
use that as an excuse to reduce our commitment to
education and to owr young pzople.

I reject that. ‘

In times of difficulty and austerity,‘ our eom-

- mitment {o education must be even greater, 1t is

education and enlightenment that help us find our

- 'way again. - ‘

Qur_state system' of education has produced
scientists with the training and skill to develop grains

that withstand the mysterious diseases and rusts of
India and Africa. -

And surely it must have been more difficult to

"'develop, to grasp a procedure {o fransplant kidneys

from one human being to another than it would be o
find a substitute for oil

When World War II began, we lost our suyply of
rubber. We made synthetic tires, and foday they're

* better tires. ‘

Iam convinced that somewhere in Minnesota today
there is a young man or woman who is going to
produce- a better engine, or achieve better produc-
tivity for our soil, whowill find a new source of energy
ora better way to use the energy we have.

If only we give thern the education for it.

And we’re going to do that.

Today we are spending approximately 1.3 billion
dollars -of state funds to support elementary and -
secondary education. V‘ ‘

Nextweek, I will ask the Legislature for 360 million
dollars of additional funds, anincrease of over 27 per

" cent. '

That will allow s to set state school aids at $910 for
the first year and $970 for the second year of the
biennium, and improve our other aids as well.

The details will be contained in my budget address.

- ‘ButIwant you to know today that we will be seeking a

substantial commitment fo the quality of Minnesota
education. ‘ :

We must also give special attention o our housing
needs. , , K .

I have a prejudice. ‘ , ‘
. 1believe that pride in home ownership is one of the
great strengths of our society.

People Wwho own their homes have a stake in their
neighborhoods. They are concerned about their

- schools. They want to make their communities work.

Home ownership supports the quality neighborhoods

. and ‘communities our children deserve.

More than 70 per cent of ourMinnesota citizens own
their own homes. ; o
But this cornerstone of our quality of 11fe‘1s being
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CONSTITUTION
of the DEMOCRATIC-FARMER-LABOR PARTY

(As adopted 4t the 1974 Minnesota DFL. Convention
in Mnnneapolxs, Minnesota, June 14, 15, 16, 1974)

PREAMBLE

We the members of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, in the state
convention assembled, -in ‘order fo - organize and perpetuate 'a
representative, effective, and responsible party organization in the
State of Minnesota, affiliate with and advance ‘the interests of the
Democratic Party nationally, sustain and advance the principles of
liberal democracy, and uphold human and civit rights, and
constitutional government do establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE |
Name, Membership, and Eligibility for Office
Section 1. NAME. The name of this orgamzat:on is the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota,
Section 2. MEMBERSHIP. Membership in this party is open to all

Minnesota residents who support the principies of the

Demuocratic-Farmer-Labor Party.of Minnesota. No pefson may vote on
.any motion, resolution, homination, ‘or election at any  caucus,
convention, meeting, ar conference of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Parfy who is a member of any other political party.

“Section 3; ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTY OFFICE, Persons of either sex
who meet the membership requirements of Article |, Section 2, are
ellglble for efection to any party office, except as. limited by Article i1,

- Section 5. There shall be no age requifement for party office save
. where prescribed by law ' ) ,

ARTICLE 1l
' Subeordination
"Section 1. ELECTION LAWS. Minnesota election laws and Uriited
States election laws are part of this constitution. . -

W hcmbe et Gy

Subsection G. LIMITATIONS FOR DELEGATE POSITIONS. No party
member serving in an office elected onva DFL partisan ballot or a DFL
*glected official of a county containing a city of the first class may be

elected as a delegate or alternate fo the state corivention or the State.

Central Committee. These' elected officials shall be enﬂtled o floor
privileges without vote ‘at such copventions or meetings.

Subsectmn H., ALTERNATES 'AND . VISITORS. At all convent!ons,
alternates and visitors must be cleatly separted from offlclally

accredited delegates.

Section 3. CENTRAL COMMITTEE RULES'

Subsection A. MEETINGS. Central committees Shall meet at least -

Jsemi-annuatly. Meetings may be called by the chairperson, by one-
eighth the membership of the committee, or bya majomy of the exec-

- Gtive committee:

Subsectioni B. ENDORSEMENTS: In the absence of any d;rectlon to
the contrary by a convention or commission, & central committee may

endorse ¢andidates betweert conventions or tommissions. Every ballot .

shatf be @ test-of a quorum.

Subssction C. DISMISSAL FOR CAUSE. A cerntral commiittee may.
dismiss a member elected atits goverhing converition, or his successor,
for cause only on the grounds of clear notifeasance in office. For such:
dismissal a two-thirds ‘majority vote of the {otal membership is
required, but anly after the-member is given 30-days. written notice
specifying the cause and is grated granted a2 hearing.

. Subsection D. FILLING VACANCIES. Each ceotral committee is
résponsible for’ declaring vacancies in its membership elected at its”
governing convention, A  vacancy occurs for the following reasons:
resignation, death, change of residence 16 a jurisdiction other than the
‘one from which he was elected, or dismissal for’ cause,

A majority vote of a ‘quorum at a property conducted meeting is
sufficient 1o declare a vacancy. The central, committee by a majority
yote of & quoram may fill such vacancy only at.a meetmg properly.

- called after notice of intent to elect, Only those vacancies specmed in

the meeting notice may be filled at that meeting. Vacancies shall be
filled within 60 days of the:r occurrence. ‘ - :

S e

The constitution of the Dem-
ocratie-Farmer-Labor - Party
of Minnesota, and the accom-

. panying DFL Party Bylaws,
‘were developed by a special

DFL Constitution Commission
established - in 1973 by the

State Central Committee and

subsequently by the Censtitu-
tion Committee of the 1974
State Convention. If was then
adopted, as amended, by that
state convention.

In - addition to several
changes in the basic rules and
policies of the party, the or-
ganization of the constitution

has been thoroughly revised
from its previous form. It is -
- hoped that this revision will

make - the constitinfion more

useable to parly members as

a reference document.

The first three ar!acles of

the constitution contain poli-
cies and rules which apply to

the party as a whele, to all
of its governing groups (dele-
_gates, commitiees and offi- |

other juﬁsdictions. The final
four articles concern amend--

ing the constitution, the rela-
tionship of the Bylaws, and
the authority of the conshm-
ton.

The Bylaws contain further
definition and extension of the -

rnles and policies of the Con-
stitution, and carry the same
authority as the Constitution,
as long as it does net conflict,
excepithat the Bylaws may be
changed by action of the State
Central Committee. The By-
laws are arranged in parallel
to the Constitution, that is,

! Bylaws concerning Article I

of the Constitution and under
Article IIT of the Bylaws.

So, if one needed to kmow
something concerning the
work, make up, responsibili-
{ies or rules of a senate dis-
triet central commitfee, one
would review the General

" Rules and Policies of Article

IIY with special attention o its
Section 3 on Central Commit-

. tee Rules, and then read Ar-
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. ARTICLE #I
General Rules and Policy

Section 1 AFFlRMATWE 'ACTION. The state party charr‘person and ‘

Oother DFL party officers at every level, shall by affirmative steps,
‘éncourage young people, the elderly, women and ‘minority groups

whether racial or ethric, to seek election as-delegates, members, of .

party committees, and officers; inform ali persoris how o effectively
participate inf the selection process: and encourage all Demdcrats 16
select aftirmatively such individuals when voting; so that suchi-gropus
shall be represented on such delegations, in committees, and in party
offices:in reasonable proporuon to their presence in the state,

Affirmative actions as specmed in'the Bylaws and prmted inthe Call. -

to the Convéntion shall provide & basis for review and challenge ‘of
ofhcers and detegatlons

Section 2. CONVENTION AND. ELECTORAL COMMISS!ON RULES. ‘

Subsection A. DELEGATE ELECTION GUIDELINES. All delegates to

. county, district, state and national conventions shali be elected so as to

aliow. for 'a fair proportion by age, race, sex, candidate and issue.
preference, All members of county unit executive commitiess and

" corigressional and state. central and executive committees shall be.

elected so-as fo aliow for the same. fair proportions.

‘Subsection B. PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTA‘HON Whenever‘
‘enough primary electorate to elect one delegate or al’(emate at any

level of the party from the election of precinct delegates and:
alternates . through the election of delegates and alternates to a
national ‘convention or commission, including delegates-at-large to

central committees, wish fo use a propoertional systeri of voting, pro-

portional voting shall be used. A mation for proportmna! voting shall be
inorder any time- before voting for delegates begins, The acceptable

‘methods of proportional voting shall be spelled out in the Bylaws of this -
Constitution.

Subsection C. ALTERNATE DELEGATES:. For each delegate elected
to attend a county-unit, congressnonai orstate convention, an alternate
delegate shall be elected. Alternates shall be seated as delegates in:a

manner that is in harmony with the method by which they are elected,

Subsection D INSTRUCTION: AND VOTING OF DELEGATES. No

, delegate to a'convention shall be instructed or bound. Each delegate
shall cast his ‘vote independently. of the. other members of his

delegation. No:voting by proxy-shall be permitted at any convention or
meeting of any party organization. At any convention other than the
precinct caucus, balloting when ‘called for shall be by delegations and
shall be open and not secret, unless a secret ballot is calied for by the

‘chair or: moved and then supported by one-third of the voting body.

- At congressional district conventions. in the First, Second, Sixth,
Seventh and Eighth districts and at the state convention delegates

from a county, unit-shall prorate and cast ‘all the votes allotted the’

county unit. Third, Fourth and Fifth congressnonal district conventions
shall not prorate,

Subsection E. CONTESTED DELEGATES All contested or challenged
s ‘se‘als shall be decided by the convention at the level the challenge
oceurs, according to the guidelines recommended by the State Central .
Committee, No-delegate or delegatlon shall vote on a challenge brought -

1o that delegate's or delegation's seating.

" Subsection F. ENDORSEMENTS. Enqlorsement of a candldate for
public office requires a 60 percent affirmative vote of the convention,

central committee, or commission wmaking the endorsement, andevery "

ballot shall be a test of a quorum, No convention, central committee, or

commission .representing.'a geographical area. less than. the area’

competent to.elect the public official may endorse a candidate. No.one -
" may vote on an endoresement unless he is a resident of the area.in

which that election: will occur. An endorsement given - before the

primary is valid after the primary only if the candndate s name appears -
~on the general election ballot. L

.

Sectmn i Exr—:cunvs comMr’rrE*E ’RULE§ “

Subsection A. MEETINGS. Executive committees shall meet at least
guarterly. Meetings.may be called by the chalrperson or by one-elghth
the membershxp of the commlttee

Subsection B. AFFlRMATIVE ACTION, Each’ executwe commxttee‘

shall be responsible for affirmative action within its ;urisdlctmn A

- tember of the execulive commnt(ee shailbe designated as Aﬁlrmanve

Actmn omcen

Sectwn 5, PARTY OFFlCER RULES ‘ '
Subsection A. PARTY OFFICERS. Al party ofticers e!ected at hiouse
district, 'senatorial’ district, county, congressnonal district, and state

. tonventians shall be officers of thelr tespective executive committees

and central committees, The term “chawpersan" shall be construed as
equivalent to the term “chairman® in accordance with state law, -

Associate cha|rpersons shall ‘be oi dnﬂerent gender from the
charpersons,

The drder of temporary succession of officers shall be: chairperson, -

associate chawperson, secretary. treasurer, and dirgctors and

‘metnbers of the executive, caomimittee in the ofder listed on the report of

the convention or commission electing them,

Subsection B. LIMITATIONS FOR PARTY OFFICE. No party officer
may serve in an -office filled by parfisan ballot, nor as an elected
salaried offitial of a city of the first class or Q{ a county containing a city
of the first class.

- Subsection C. LIMITATIONS ON ACTIVITIES Salaned ‘officers and
employees of the' party executive tommitiee shall refrain from

endorsing ar promoting the endorsement of candidates priar to their.”

officral endbrsement by the appropriate party organization. Nothirig in
this. provision shall. be interpreted = to prohubnt recruitment. of
candidates; Salaried officersand employees of the executive committee

shall support only candidates endorsed by" the apprpnate party

Orgamzat:un

Subsection D. DlSPOSlTlON OoF PARTY RECORDS Upon Ieavmg‘
- office, a party officer shall turn over-all party records, books and

properties to his Successor or to the-convention or central cornmmee
charged with electmg his successor.

Section 6, NOTICES '

" Subsection' A. CONVENTIONS. Written notice of the date, txme and
place.of a canvention or special endorsing commission shall be mailed
or presented to all delegates and alternates to.any convention. or
endorsing commission other than the state convention atleast ten days
‘hefore the date.of the convention or commlsston meeting.

Thestate chalrperson shalf not:fy the state conventlon delegates and

-alternates of the time, place, and date of & ihe state convention and any '

other’ pertlnent information. Such-notice shall be mailed to each
delegate and alternate at least 20 days before the convention.

“Subsection B. EXECUTIVE AND CENTRAL COMMITTEES, Notice of
executive and central committee meetings, specifying time and place,
shall be sent in writing by United States mail 1o all members of the
committee not less than. tefi days. in advance of the meeting nor less
than 72 hours by te‘egraph e

Section 7. QUORUMS

The State Executive Committee quorum. shalf be a majonty

The State Central Commiftee quorum- shall be a majority of the |

delegates registered and one-third of the county units represented.
The stdte convention guorum shall be the nurber of de)egates
sufficient to cast a majority of votes at that. convention.. -
A quorum for all other conyentions, mdUdmg endorsing commission
shall be & majority of those registered at the convention. A upit may set
a'higher quorum in ifs constitution.

Eachi level shall adopt giiorums for the transactlon of busmess by its
-central 20d executive committees.. -

cers; ‘a\: QU or ”I\'as IEVEIS” Pre-
- cinet, * district, state). The
next six articles. (IV through
IX) confain rules and outline.
the organization of each level
of the party: precinct, Senate
and or, House district, Con-

RARTEET V v umm!wmx A W By

_gr Article VI (if an outistate

district) with special attention
to the Subsections on Central
‘Coriumittees in the Sections on
Senate Districts. One  should
also cheek the corresponding
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i nqssedwat,m'ectnqt,caucuses ‘and all

CONSIITUIION (Conl d)

Section 8. DEFINITIONS. :

“ COUNTY UNIT. Whenever the phrase. “coUnty urut" occurs in thls
constitution, it refers toany senatorial distrct or fraction thereaf which:
conducts a convention as described in Article V, Section 2, and to any-
" coupty whlch conductsa conventlon as descnbed in Artcle Vi, Sectjon 1,

" DEL PARTY CANDlDATES AVERAGE VOTE. The.term DFL Party
. Candidates Average Vote as used in. this constitution. refers to a
specific formula used in the allocatlon of delegates and is’ def‘ ned
prectsely in the Bylaws

Section 9. INTER-| DISTRlCT DELEGATE APPORTlONMENT.

When a county:unit'is split geographically between congressional
districts, state convention delegates shall be apport:oned between the
congressxonal dustnct geographlc umts :

Sechon 10. PRO-RATlNG
' Unfess the constitution authonzes ‘pro-trating. in votmg at 3

convention or endorsmg commlssmn, no pro ratlng ot votes shall be

allowed.

ARTICLE IV -
4 ) Precinct Party Crganization '

Secton 1, PRECINCT CAUCUSES. The basis of party orgamzatlon
structure shall be the precmct caucuses, held on the date prescrxbed
~ by Minnesota election laws. The caucus call shall be prescribed by the
state chairperson subject to the determination of the State Central
Committee and the Minnesota election laws. The call-shall be’issued at
~ least 20 days hefore the date set for the holding of such caucuses:and
shall incfude the notice of county, senatorial district, congressmnal
district, and state conventions, The call to each précinct shall set forth
‘the riumbier of delegates that precinct is entitled to elect to the county
unit convention, the number of delegates the county unit is entitled to

elect to the 'state corivention, and other pertinent mformatlon

Only persons eligible to vote at the next general election who, attend

. ‘the caucus of this party for_the precinct in which they reside and

support the purpose of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party as stated
‘inthe preamble shall be entitled to vote at the caucus or be elected a

- delegate, alternate or-a party officer..

- Voting for delegates to the county unit conventlon shall be m
accordance with Artrcle Ill Section 2. '

Sectlon 2. PRECINCT ORGANIZATION The. precmct caucus ‘shall

. ‘elect'a caucus chairperson and judges of ‘caucus elections and shall

elect a precinct chairperson ‘who need not be chairperson of the
precinct caucus. Each precinct shall elect delegates and alternates to
' the county and senatorial district conventions. One delegate and orig:
alternate shalil be elected for each 25 Demotratic-Farmer-Labor Party

" candidates average vote {defined in Article Iil,‘Section'9) and for. &

remaining fraction. thereof. The caucus report shall mdu:ate order of
"succession of alternates in accordance with- the Bylaws. Persons
eligible to.be elected by the caucus, who are not present at the caucls
may be elected delegates of alternatés or to precinct office only it they

. have indicated: in wrltmg their w;llmgness to serve. . '
.. The formulation. of official party DOSI’(lonS on major issues should”

-~

-begm at the precinct level. The caucus session may adopt resoluttons :

" anid conduct stich othier business as may. come Before it. All resolutlons

Subsect:onB OFFlCERS.The Senate District offlcers shall consistof .
- chairperson, associate chanrperson‘ secretary, treasurer, and eleven’

‘directors (not more than seven of the same Bender).
Subsection C. CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

~AUTHORITY. The ‘Senate. District Centrai Commlttee shall be the

governing body of the district between conventions.

MEMBERSHIP The Senate District Central Commlttee shall.include -

the executive committee, the precinct chairpersons, and may include

*each member of the Congressional | sttrlct Central Committee residing

i the. Senate District.

Subsection' D. SENATE DISTRICT EXECUTI\IE COMMITTEE.
AUTHORITY.. The 'Senate ,.District Executive Cominittee is the

. governing body of the d;stnct between meetmgs of the central

commlttee.

MEMBERSHIP. The Senate District : Executive Commlttee shall“
" include the Senate District officers and may include each member of

the Congressnonal Dlslrlct Executlve Committee restdlng in the Senate
Dlstnct :

ARTICLE Vi
. Party Orgamzatton in counties not covered in Artucle V.
Section 1. COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS.
Subsection . A.’ CONVENTIONS In counties other than those

" described in Article V, a.convention shali be held each even numbered

year. .

AUTHORITY The County conventlon ‘'shall be the governing body of
the County party

MEMBERSHIP County conventions. shall be composed of precmct .
;delegates and alternates seated as precinct delegates residing within'

the county,

BUSINESS. The Colinty convention, shall eléct County party officers,
elect (in accordance with Article Hl, Section 2) delegates and
alternates to the State convention, and elect 0 the County Central
Committee the persans. elected as precifict chairpersons at the
precinct cauguses;. and it may adopt or amend the County party

constitution, adopt resolutlons, and conduct such other business as

‘may'come before it.

Subsection B, OFFICERS. The County party officers shall consist of a

chairperson, associate chalrperson secretary, treasurer, and eleven

L directors (not more than seven of the same gender).

Subsection C. CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

AUTHORITY, The County ‘Central Committee. shall be the governing
body of the county between conventions,

MEMBERSHIP. The County Central Committee shalt consist of the

Executive . Commitee, precinct chairpersons, and may include each. - -

member of the Congresstonal District Centra} Committee resndmg in
the county.

. Subsection D. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AUTHORITY. The. County ' Executive Committee ‘shall be the
governing body of the county between meetmgs of the Central'

Committee.

MEMBERSHIP; The County Executlve Commlttee shall inclide the
County ' party ‘officers and may include each member of the
Congressxonal District Executive Committee res:dmg in the county.

Section 2. HOUSE DISTRICTS

Subsection A. ELECTORAL COMMISSIONS. In House Districts other : ‘
‘than. those described in Article V, an electoral commissuon shall meet

each even numbered:year.

AUTHORITY: The House District electoral commission shall be the -
.. goverping body of the House Dnstnct party, '

- a e . “

BT R S a.,‘ A i

BUSINESS “The convention shall elect Congressmnal Dlstrlct party

‘officers. It shall be function of the convention to endorse a candidate:
for the United States House of Representatives in accordance with
- Article 1}, Séction 2. The convention 'shall-elect. two persons, either
" delegates or alternates to the state convention, for membership on
. each pre-conventuon ‘committee established by the State Executive
- Committee, and two persens, eitherdelegates.or alternates tothe state

convention, to serve as altérnates to each pre-convention committee.

alternates alloted the district in accordance with Article 111, Section 2,
the Bylaws, and the rules and directives of the State Executive

- ‘Committee and the Democratic National Committee. The convention'

may adopt or- amend a- consitution, The  convention™ may adoot
resofutions and conduct other party buslnessl as may: come before it.

" Section 2. OFFICERS, The Congresstonal District .officers shall
consist of a chalrperson associate chalrperson‘ secretary, treasurer,
and eleven directors, (pot more than seven of whom shall have the
same gender) o

Sectlon 3. CENTRAL COMMITTEE

AUTHORITY. The Congressional District Central Commlttee shall be
the governing body of the Congressional District between conventions.

MEMBERSHIP The Congressional District Central Committee shall

*include. the Executive Committee and may include members of the
" State Central Committee residing in the Congressional Distrct and '

such other members as the Congressuonal Dlstrlct constltutlon may
pravide, ‘

BUSINESS. Between conventtons the Central Commlttee is
empowered to fill vacancigs among the following: the Congressional
Distret delegation to the national convention, the presidential elector
nominee and the endorsed ‘congressional candidate,

Section 4. EXECUT WE COMMITIEE

AUTHORITY. The Congresstonal District Executive Committee shall
be the governing body of the Congresstonal‘mstrlct between meetings.
of the Central Committee.

MEMBERSHIP, The Executive Committee shall be. composed of the
party officers’ and .may include members of the State Executive
Committee residing in the district.

BUSINESS. The Executive Committee is responslble for the general
management of the Congressional District party business subject to

 the approval of the Congressional Districtﬂ Central Committee. -

ARTICLE Vill
State Party Organlzatlon

Section 1. CONVENTION

AUTHORITY. The state convention i is the supreme govermng body of
the'party in Minnesota.

MEMBERSHIP.(a) DELEGATES. There shall be 1,200 delegate votes
at the state convention apportioned among the county units in
proportion to the Democratic-Farmer-Labor candidates.average vote
(defined in Article i}, Section 9) provided that no. cSunty shali have
less than:thiree votes. The method of equal proportions prescribed for
allocation of Representatives in Congress.shall be applied to the
allocation pf delegates 'to county units,

A county unit -allotted three votes shall elect six delegates with a

T

P

“in presrdenhal election, years, the convention shall nominate &' ';"‘
presidential elector and elect the national convention delegates and

half-vote each; a county unit alloited four votes shall elect si> .

delegates with 2/ 3 vote each; a county unit aliotted five votes shal

- elect six delegates with'5/6 vote each. a county unlt wnth srx votés ot

more shall elect delegates with one vote each
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. Section’ 3. PRECINC’I‘ CHAIRPERSON The responsrblhty 'of the '

precinct chairperson shall be organization of the precinct forthe party.

_'He may.convene regular meetings.of the DFL members'i inhis precinct . :

to. consider’ the busmess of the party. His daties shall include the-
following: ‘a canvass- of residents to' ascertain thewr party affiliation,

*with a record thereof; dlstrrbutron of campaign hterature reglstratlongf '

of all voters who can-be expected to support the parfy; and:

l ;orgamzatlon_of committees to get the party vote to the polls. . .. '

ARTICLE V ‘ :
Party Orgamzatxon in’ Anoka; Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey.
Stearns, St. Louis and Washington' counties. :

Section 1. HOUSE DISTRICTS.

Subsection A, CONVENTCONS In dlstrlcts electmg a member of the

‘State House of Representatives, a convention may-be held each even
numbered year, Such conventions ‘may be held concurrently ‘with
the convention of the: Senate District. ;

. AUTHORITY: The House District convention shall be the govermng
body of the district party, if such author:ty has been delegated by the
~Senate District convention. '

MEMBERSHIP. House. District conventions- shall be composed of

precinct delegates and alternates seated as delegates, restdlng wuthln
the: district,

- BUSINESS. The House District conventlon may recrutt and endorse a

candidate for the State House -of Representatwes and aid in the

~ election of the candidate. ,

. The House District convention may elect a chalrperson associate
chalrperson. secretary and treasurer.

If granted authonty by the Senate District conventlon, the House‘

District convention may adopt a constitution' which' shall authonze the
~election 6t additional officers. and. the establishment of central and
. executive committees; may elect @ proportional share of members. of
. the Senate District executive and central committees; may elect a
,'proportional share ‘of the elective members of the Senate District's

allotment to the State Centrai Committee; and may conduct other’

busmess as may come before it,

s

Sectton 2. SENATE DlSTRlCTS (Senate Drstncts or tractlons ofa -

Senate District in these counties are included in the broad category of

. County Units, like counties covered in the following Article Vi.)
Subsection A. CONVENTIONS. in districts electing a member of the
“State Senats, a corjvention shall be held each even numbered ‘year.
. Such conventions. may be held concurrently with House District
conventions. I years which the. district does not elect a senator, the

house district .conventions' may become sessions. of the -senate .

convention. (Article V, Section 1, Subsection Aof the Bylaws prescnbes
a method for thus)

AUTHORITY, The Senate District convention shall be the governing

body of the district party.

MEMBERSHIP. Senate district conventlons shall be composed of.

- precinct ‘delegates and alternates seated as delegates resrdmg wrthm‘

the district,
BUSINESS. The Senate Dlstrlct conventlon shall elect dlstnct party

officers, and (in accordance with Article I, Section 2y elect. dele‘gatesl

. "and alternates to the state convention and elect tothe Senate District
Central Committee the persons elected as precinct chairparsons af the
precrnct caucuses; and it may adopt or anend the Senate District
constitution, endorse a candidate for . the State. Serate, adopt
resolutions and conduct other business as may come before, it.

residing withjn the House District. Delegatesand alternates seated as
delegates may. prorate and cast all votes alloted the , precmct lf 1ts
constitution so provides,

BUSINESS. The House. District ‘electoral. commrssron shialf elect: i
officers; recruit and endorse a candidate for the State House 'of ..

Representatrves and aid inthe election of the candidate. The electoral

: commission may adopt a constitution, elect additjonal’ party officers,

establish executive and/ or central" commlttees and conduct ‘such

other. party business as.may come before it. -

.. Subsection B. OFFICERS. The House Dlstrlct otflcers shall be

chalrperson, assaciate chatrperson, secretary, treasurer, -and such

other ol‘flcers as may be specifi ied in ‘the House District constltutlon
Subsectlon C. SPECIAL COMMITTEE. In the ‘absence of a regular

- House District Central Committee authorized by the House District

‘constitution, a special House District Committee is authorized. Such a

. special House District Committee shall consist of the: House District
" officers, precinict chairpersoris, and all members of the State Central

Committee . residing within the -House District and.. this special
_committee is authorized to fill vancancies among the. House District

. officers and to endorse candidates between meettngs ot the House

Dlstnct electoral commission.
lSectron 3. SENATE DISTRICTS Lo
Subsection A. ELECTORAL COMMISSIONS In Senate Districts
.other than those descnbed in’ Article 'V, Section 2, an electoral
‘commission shall meet each year that a State Senator is slected from
that district. -
AUTHORITY The electoral commission: shall be the governmg body
of the Senate District party
MEMBERSHIP Senate dlstnct electoral CommlSSlOl’lS shall be
comgosed of precinct delegates and’ alternates seated. as delegates
residing within the Senate District. Delegates and alternates seated as
delegates may prorate and ¢ast. all. votes allotted the preclnct if the
Senate Dlstnct constltution 50 provides.

.BUSINESS. The ‘Senate -District electoral commrssron shall elect’

officers, recruit and endorse a candidate for the State Senateand aidin
the elect[on of the candidate. The Electoral Commission may adopt a

"constitution, establish- executive-and/ or' central- committees, and -

conduct such other party business as may come before it
Subsection B, OFFICERS. The Senate District officers “shall be a

chairperson, assoclate chairperson, secretary. treasurer and such '

other officers as'may be specified-in the Senate Dlstnct constitution.
" Subsection C. SPECIAL COMMITTEE. In the absence of a regular
Senate District Central Committee authorized by the Senate District
constitution, @ special Senate District committee is authonzed Such a
special Senate District Committee shall consist of the Senate District
officers and ‘the central commlttees of the House districts within the

Senate. District, This special commtttee is authiorized; to fill Vacancles .

among the Senate District officers and to endorse candidates between
meetlngs of the Senate District electoral commlssmn,

ARTICLE VI i
" Party Organization in Congressronal
' Districts -

" Section 1. CONVENTIONS '

AUTHORITY. Congresstonal district conventlons lshall be the
governing body of the district and shall be held each even numbered
- MEMBERSHIP, Congressional district’ tonventions shall ‘be
composed of state :convention delegates and -alternates seated as
delegates resrdmg in the Congresslonal District.

) nm:mc;cnanrn rlouse urstncr e1ecrorar;. cornrrnsstons snar e
B 'composed of' precmct delegates and alternates seated as delegates

-

MEMBEHSHIP. (b) DELEGATES AT LARGE, 'Stite party oHticers ar -
the time of ¢all shall be delegates at large to the state convention.

- Members of the Demotratic-Farmer-Labor Party elected to office on

.the partisan ballot, members.of the state legislature caucusing with the
‘Deinocratic-Farmer-Labor caucuses, and metibers of the party elected
"{o salaried offices of counties containing cities of the first class shall he

", entitled'to be delegates w;thout vote to the state convention.

BUSINESS. The state convention shall elect convention officers and
state party officers; in presidential election years; it shall elect national
committee members, and defegates and alternates.to the national
convention in.accordance with Article i, Section 2, and the Bylaws, and
shall nominate presidential electors, It shall be a function of the state
convention to . endorse candidates for statewide office ‘and adopt @
party platform, or provide for such endorsement and adoption, It may
amend this constitution and/ or the accompanying Bylaws, It may
transact such ather business as may come before the convention.

COMMITTEES. The state chairperson, subject to the direction of ihe
State Executive Committee shall appoint 2 convenor for the following
committees: conshitution, €redentials, endorsements, nominations,
platform; rules, and such others as may be required. The appointments
shall be made at least 22 days before the opening of the conventlon

Section 2. STATE PARTY OFFICERS. State party ollrcers elected at
the state convention shall be a chairperson, associate chairperson,
secrotary, treasurer, national committee. members and twelve
directors (not more than seven of whom shall have the same gender)

Section 3. STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

AUTHORITY. The State Central Committee shall be the governing .
body between conventions.

MEMBERSHIP. The State Central Committee shall constst of the..
State Executive Committee, plus the chairperson and assoc:ate
chairperson of the following 37 Senate districts ~ 5, 6,7, 8, 186, 17, ahd~
37 through 67 - plus the chairperson and associate chairperson (w:th /
each, having one-half vote) .of the House districts in each of thel
remaining 30 Senate districts, plus 332:representatives divided amon”[
the county units according to the Democratic-Farmier-Labor candldates
ayerage vote (see Bylaws), provided that each county unit shall have )
least pne vote. A system of equal proportions. prescribed for allocation]
of representations in Congressshall be used {o determine allocatlon ofl ‘
representation to county units. ' i

1
il
A county-unit allotted one vote shall send as its representatives 3
chairperson and associate chairperson each ‘with. one-half vote: A\
county urit alfotted two. votes shall send as ‘its representatives ‘hc
chairperson and associate chairperson. A county’ unit- allotted mare: | |
than two votes shali send as its representatives the chairperson and !
associate chairpersonn and in addition they shall elect
delegates-at-large. ‘

For -all State Central Comimittee  delegates {including" the 4
chairperson, associate, chairperson and delegates elected at Iarge) !
ranked alternates shall be elected.

A polt by mail of the members of the State Central Committee may b.. 1
taken on specific questions; provided such a poll is voted by the State
Executive Committee. In such polls, af least 15 days must elapsa
between the mailing of ballots and the date set for the tabulation of
returnps.

BUSINESS; The State Central Committee shiafl fil vacanctes among
state officers, statewide delegates and alternates to national
conventians, endorsed candidates for statewide office, and statewide. '
rominees for presidential electars, [t tay reconvene #n adjourned !
state convention, it may adoptor amend the Bylaws to this Cons‘titutlon. .

Section 4. STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE

AUTHORITY. The State Executive Comimittee shall be the governmg )
body between meetings of the State Central Committee

et
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MEMBERSHIP. The Executive Committee shall consist of the party o

omcers elected at the state convention: and the chairperson and

associate chairperson. (wnth secretary and treasurer as’ alternates) s

from each Congresswnal District seated in the order of succession, It

shall also.include as non-voting members one State ‘Senator and two.
' State Representatlves who are menibers of and selected by their DFL .
legistative. caucuses: and members of.the National Comrmttee not“

elected by : the staté convention.

BUSINESS The State Executive Committee shall be responsnble to

the State‘Central Corfimitiee for the general management of the

- party's businiess, |t shall establish standing commissions on Affirmative:

Action, Issues, and Constitution. it may also establish other standing
and temporary committees. It shall establish a budget, subject to State

Central Committee approval.'All disputes and contests resulting fror :

the holding of County- unit conmventions, Congressional . District
convenitions, and electoral commission'sessions shall be decided by the

State Executive Committes, except those dnsputes to be decided under

Article HI, Section 2,
. The State Executive Committee shall establish procedures for review

of party constitutions of County, House District, Serate District, *

Cangressional District and other subordinate party organizations by
the Constitutions “Commission. - Such -cansitutions shall become
_ operative unless disapproved within 120 days of submnssnon {o state
party headquarters Disapprovat is subject to-appeal to the State

Central Committee. The State Executive Committee shall maintain a_ -

file of valid constitutions for all party organizations.

‘The State Executive Committee shall take any action necessary to
insure that the use of the designation “Democratic-Farmer-Labor”, or
any combmatlon thereof, be restricted to persons or organizations
authorized by the state conventtons the State: Central Commlttee or

‘the State Executive ‘Committee.

The State Executwe Committee may call a meeting of any central )
committee. With the consent of the State Central Committée, the State’ ‘

“Executive Committee may reconvene an adjourned state convention.

ARTICLE IX
Other Efectoral Jurisdictions’

Sectlon 1. ELECTORAL JURISDICTIONS. NOT PROVIDED FOR '

ELSEWHERE. In an electoral. 1ur|sd|ct|on for which this constitution
does not otherwise provide a means of endorsement, the central

committee of the party having the smallest jurisdiction which includes
the electoral jurisdiction shall be responsible for the party's.affairs in

elections in that efectoral jurisdiction, and may authorize: the adoption
_of a party constitution for the electoral jurisdiction,

Section 2. SPECIAL ENDORSING -COMMISSION

‘ AUTHORITY. A special endorsmg commission for an, election in-an

electoral ;unsdlctton not provlded for elsewhere may be called by the
central commlttee havmg jurisdiction, if a commissionis not’ authonzed
by the constitution of the electoral jurisdiction.

MEMBERSHIP For an electoral jurisdiction equivalent to, or smaller
than;, a senatorial dlstnct in population, the delegates and alternates
elected at precinct caucuses within that |unsdlchon shall be delegates
and alternates to the specral endorsing commission.

For 'an electoral jurisdiction larger than a senatorial district’ in
population, excluding cities of the first class, which are included in

Section. 3, below, the delegatés and alternates to the special endorsing .

commission may be €ither the delegates, and alternates. to the state

‘conventlon who reside within the jurisdiction, or the delegates and

. alternates elected at precmct caucuses within that jurisdiction.

BUSINESS. The special, endorsmg commission may recruit and "

endarse a candidate for each oftice open for election, and aid. |n the

: ,N.elect;or\_ol tbe candldate‘ T

ARTICLE lll o
General Rules and Policy

‘ Sechen 1. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION.

 Affirmative Action shall be explained at the precmct caucuses and i
ariy tighér level conventlons and shall be included i m the DFL Call to .
o Conventlon

SeCtlon 2. CONVENTION AND ELECTORAL COMMISSION 'RULES.

" Regorts ‘of all ‘caucus-and convention. elections of delegates and.

alternates to higher: level conventions . or’ commlttees shall. be

_ submitted W|thm 5 days. after said caucus or conventlon to the

takes place at that conventlon,
e N

- succeading higher jurlsdlctlon authority. ‘
" Subséction A. DELEGATE ELECTION GUIDELINES.

Challenges may be made 10 delegations on the basns of the Delegate
Election ‘Guidelines of the Constitution if the challenge shows that
either: Affirmative ‘Action guidelines or delegate voting’ system rules

were violated in the election of the. delegatuon

Subsecﬁon B. PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION |

The mtent of the Proportional Representatxon rule |n the‘v

Constitution is to elect delegates - and alternates to cariventions and

. committees in a proportional way at every level of the party. It is the
. basici voting rule which makes the Aﬁnrmatwe Actiorni and the Delegate
- Electlon Guidelines principles of Article I meamngmgful and possible,

A’ mohon to use a proportional voting system: may be made’ priosto”
opening nominations for the:election of delegates. If such a motion is
not made and passed prior to nominations, and if after nominations are

over there are more nominees than delegate positions to be filled, the ..

chairperson should ask;or it can bé moved from the ficor; lf thie body will

use a majoirty voting systemor a proportlonal voting system A motlon .

fora proportlonalsystem passes and proportxonal voting must be. used

" if the motion is supported by a number equal o or more than the
number. of‘voters with the strength to elect one delegate. The number
'of voters with enough strength, as a group, to elect their own delegate, -

shall be determined by dividing the number-of delegates a caucus or
convention is to elect into the total number of eligible voters at that

- caucus or convention. For example; if there are 100 voters at a caucus.

which is to elect 10 delegates to a convention, a group of 10:of those
voters is large enough fo elect its.own delegate or to require that a
proportional voting system be used which will allow it to elect uts own
delegate.

Several voting methods provtde the proportlonallty requrred by this
rule, At ‘precinct caucuses, state law requires that voters be able to

" vote secretly. At other levels of the party voting is open unless a secret
., ballot is; called for and supported by one third of the voting bady.,

The DFL Call to Convention as approved by the State Central
Comimittee may outline specific procedures for rules which satisfy the

- requirement-of this Bylaw at the various party levels, .

L

Subsection C. ALTERNATE DELEGATES.
Notifications shall be made 1o alternates in the same manner, as

© prescribed for. delegates
{falternatesare elected through sub- caucus voting systems they wnl .

be upgraded to delegate status in the; order reported within each
subraucus. When all available alternates have been raised within a
‘specmc sub-caucus and the delegation is still not at full votmg strength,
alternates: will then. ‘the ‘faised by Iot from among, each sub-caucus
hlghest rankmg remalmng alternate, e .

Subsection E. ENDORSEMENTS ‘

The phrase, “'every ballot shall be a test ofa quorum." means thatif. ~

the total vote on an endorseriient fails of & quorunt, no endorsement
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ARTICLE WV
Precinct Organization
Sectwn 2. PRECINCT ‘ORGANIZATION,

The precinct caucus may efect vice:chairpersons to assist and and in

o Athe organization of the precinct for the party in accordance with the
"Constitution-and Bylaws. These vice-chairpersons should be Ilsted in
B the caucus. report to higher levels of the party, '

ARTICLE V .
Party Orgamzatlon in Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey. .
Stearns, St. Louis and Washington counties.

‘Section 1 HOUSE DISTRICTS:
‘Subsection A. CONVENTIONS.

" The atthority set forth by the Constitition to House districts in the
counties mentioned in Article V shall be granted by a Senate district it
there is a two-thirds (2/ 3) vote of the House district. convention
ihvolved. The quorum requirement for such action will be a majority of

“the delegates (or alternates seated as. delegates) eligible for that

convent:onl ‘
. ARTICLE VI
State Party Organization .
Sectlon 2 STATE PARTY OFFICERS. .
The chairperson'sduties shall be those 6fa chief executive officer, The
chairperson -with. the consultation and agreement of the associste
chairperson may appoint an executive director.and a finance director
subject io- confirmation by the State Executive Committee. The
chairperson may appoint other personnel to manage the business and

financial affairs of the party* subject to confirmation by the State
:Executiye Committee. In accordance with actions taken by the state,

convention, State Central Committee, and State Executive Committee,
the chiairperson may determine their duties arid functions, The chair-
person may provide far the employment of any other office personnel
necessary. Thie chairperson shall be salaried and the salary shall be set
by the’Executive Committee.

The assocaate  chairperson shall do everything necessary to assist the
state chalrperson in the management of the business and f{inancial
affairs.of the party. In addition, the associate chairperson will provide
leadership in party organization and shall be responsible for political
-education, The assotiate chairperson may provide for the employment
of other party officers. The associate: chairperson shall receive a
full-time. salary not less than 3/ 4 of the chalrperson‘s salary to be-set
by the Executive Committee.

' The:secretary shall be in charge of all the files and records of the
party and of preparation of necessary documents, He shall preserve

such fites and records and open tilem for examination at convenient
"and approprlate times at the request of any duly elected State central
' Committee member. '

The ti treasurer ‘shall have custody of the funds of the party and shall
render written accounts of his receipts and disbursements to eath
méeting of ‘the State Central Committee and State Executive
Committee; He shall also make a full report for the handling of party
funds shall be under sufficient bond, the amount to be determined by
the State Executive Committee. An audit of all financial records and.
transactions of the party shall be made at least once a year, and at
other times as may be requested by either the State Central
Commuttee or the State Executive Commitiee, by a certified pubhc
accountant. Copies of his report shall be sent to all members of the
State Central Committee.

The Executnve Commiitee shall assign duties to directors. At least
one director shall be assigned each of the following: finance, party
organization, legislative liasan, new voter registration and involvement,
hason .with. elected state officials, party ombudsmen functions,
commumcatmns, issues and -platform. development. and affirmative
actlon .
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*i“““ e ’ﬁdorsement nvolving ari eIéctron i & SUBUrISHICtTaR ‘of Such an
electoral jurisiction may be made by-delegates to the special endorsmg‘

commission who.reside within the subjurisdiction.. -

The special endorsing.commission may conduct Such other busmess

as may be authorized by the constitution of the electoral ;unsdlctxon

Sechon 3. CITIES OF THE FIRST CLASS, A crty of the fi irst class may
conduct a special endorsing commission to endorse candidates for local

office. Delegates. to such a commission shall. be elected at caucuses
“which may be held at a time different from the regu[ar even-year

organizationa! caucuses. Such caucuaes and commission shalf follow

the election laws and gurdelmes of regular caucuses and conventrons '

The date and arrangemernits of these caucuses and commissions shall
he establ:shed by the central commlttee having }urrsdrctron

Co ARTICLE X ‘
Amending Procedures for Constitution
Tl-us constitution may be amended by a maronty vote of the delegates
at any state convention of the Democratrc Farmer—Labor Party,

ARTICLE Xl
Bylaws :

Bylaws concernmg matters’ not expressly governed by nor in conf ict
with this constitution may be adopted or amended by majorrty vote of
the state convention.

. Bylaws may be adopted or amended by the State Central Committee:
provided such changes receive majority-affirmative voté of the entire
membership. A copy of the proposed changes. in Bylaws shall be
included in the meeting notice of the State Central Committee,

. ARTICLE XII'
‘ Parhamentary Authority
All stater convehtron matters not governed by this: Constitution and
its. Bylaws or by convention rules or by law. shall be-governed by
Robert's Rules of Order, most recently revised.

ARTICLE XIII
. New ‘Constitution
This constitution ‘supersedes any and all other previous constrtutlons
of the anestoa Demacratic-Farmer-Labor Party,
BYLAWS OF THE CONSTlTUTlON }
OF THE DEMOCRATIC- FARMER-LABOR PARTY .

These Bylaws to the Constitution of the. Democratic-Farmer-Labor

Party of Minnesota are intended to further define and explain the

- operating procedures of the party.They are organlzed in parallel tothe

Conistitution .to. make easier reference to the specific words of the
Constitution berng further defined, but this does not absolutely timit
the application of the Bylaw to the specific part of the Constitution
noted, The Bylaws can be added to or-amended by the State Central

Committee or State Convention as: provided for in Article X! of the

Constitution, Such changes-can be made when necessary to improve

the-operation of the party or to enable the party to conform tostate or

federal law or to rules of the National Democratic Convention or the
Democratic National Committee. It is-not intended that! changes in the

Bylaws shall. alter prmcrples of the party as' set: forth in the

Constltutron
ARTICLE il
Subordination ‘
Section 1. ELECTION LAWS. :

n addition-to federal and state election laws the DFL Constitutio
and. Bylaws are-subordinate to the National Democratic cgnvention,”

charieér and commxttee rules on selection of delegates tto the national

‘ convenhon

. s memmnesota orLsnan provrae Tunds 10 canumates oniy Ir’ tney are:

duly endorsed

Sectmn 3. CENTRAL COMMITTEE RULES.

Subsectmn B. CENTRAL COMMITTEE ENDORSEMENTS
“The endorsrng privilege ‘extended -to central committees by the

) Constrtutron means that if a convention or endorsing commission fails
ta make an.gndorsément, or does not.act ona possible endorsement in .
" ifs ;urlsdlctlon and doés not,wish an endorsement to be made, it must,

by a simple miajority vote, 50 mstruct its central commrttee before lt

' adjourns

 Subsection C. DISMISSAL FOR CAUSE

. Before a central commiftee member may be dlscharged the central
. committee shall notify that person in writing and state its ground for
| the proposed dismissal in reasonable detail together with: a'statement

that the member may make a written request for a hearing before the

" committee within 30 Hays after receipt of such notification. if within 30

days after receipt of this notification the: member. makes.a written
request for'a hearing before the. comrmttee it shall be granted before
final action is. taken. If no hearing is requested within such period, it
shalfl be deemed acquiescente by .the member to the committee’s:

" proposed action.and the: termination shall take eﬁect atthe end of the =

30-day period.
Any hearing held pursuant to this ‘section of the Bylaws and

appropriate section of the Constitution shall be upon appropriate-and ,

timely notice to.the member ‘and shall be private: or.public at the
discretion of the member. At the heanng, the committée and ‘the
member may each be represented by counsel at its or his/ her own
expense,and such counsel may examine arid cross examine withesses
and present arguments, The committee shall first’ present evideice. to
sustain the grounds for dlsmrssal and then receive evidence presented
by the member. Each: party may then present “rebuttal evidence.
Dismissal o the member shall be based. upon substantial and
competent evidence in, the-record. Alf wi wrtnesses shall be sworn upon

oath' ddministered. by the presudmg officer of the committee. The -

secretary of the committee shall issue subgoenas for witriesses or the

‘ -production-of record pertiriént. to the grounds upon- the reqiest of |
* either the member or committee. if requested, either by the memberor

the committee; the comimittee shall employ a court reporter to record
theproceedings at the heanng and either party may obtam a transcript
thereof at its own ‘expense.

After the hearing, the committee ‘shall isste a written decision and

© order. If the committee orders dismissal, its decision shall include the -

findings of fact based upon competent evidence in the record and shall
be served on the membier accompanied by an order of dismissat within
ten (10) days after conclusion-of the' hearing. #f the decision of the
commlttee is' favorable "to. the member the proceedings shall be
dismissed and the. decision entered into ‘the commrttee s mmutes

Section 8. DEFINITIONS
The DrL Candidates Average Vote is the stim of votes cast for the

“five most recent and highest ranking (as listed below) statewide DFL

candidates (including the national Democratic: presrdentral candidate if

itis among the five most recent elecﬂon races) divided by five. If five of .

the races required were in the most recent election, they will be used. If
there: were not five races qualifying in the most recent election, the
rmmedtate previous statewide election is also used The ranking of the
races for this purpose’'shall be: President, U.S. Senator, Governor,

Lieutenant Governor. Attorney General Secretary of State, State
Treasurer,

“Section: 9; COMMHTEE DELEGATE SELECTION.

At mngress:onal district coriventions. and courity unrt conventrons
delegates topre- convention committees at the nexf highest leveis shaH

‘be elected at’ the conventlon

P

T Sectlon 4 STI\TE EXECUTI\IE COMMITTEE.

The -State Execotive Committee shall have ihe authority | to‘ '

‘récommend and implement procedures for cominissions: Authority for

pérmanent commissions: shall be granted ' through .governing
convention or through amending tne By!aws

The State, Executive-Committes shall establish a Commrssron on
Volunteerism which shall. include but not. be limited to rewarding
volunteers and establishing recommendations for legislation i, social
security, fax credits, tax deductions. This Commission on Volunteerism
shall be composed of two-members from each Congressjonal district, to
be elected, and not-more than four persons appointed by the state
chairperson. The Commission shall present recommendanons to its
appropriate governmg bady.

The State Executive Committee shall estabhsh a Commrssrori on
Piatiorm and Issues. The charge of this commission would be to
develop platform criteria anid form, procedures for the ongoifng process
of resolutions from the caucuses and.ap orderly procedure for i mcommg

‘converition committees to facilitate their work. The commission may
. develop task forces. it may hold’ hearings between conventrons. The

commissian’s purposes is procedural and shall not;as a commission,
Tssue @ Fesolution ‘o issue:statement, It may develop a .manner for
topical issues to be develgped and a procedure to recommend to the
State Central Committee for r action, The ( Commission o Platform and
issues.shall be compdsed fo-two members from each Congressional
district, to be elected, and not more than four persons appointed by the
state chairperson, The commission: shall present specrflc
recommendations. for inclusion in the DFL Call o Convention,

The State Executive Committeg shall establish a commission on
Constitution and ‘Bylaws. The charge of the Commissioh would be to
refine the Constitution and the Bylaws, if necessary and make
recommendations to the next-named State Converition Constitution
Committee and/ or the State Central Committee. The Commission on
‘Constitution and Bylaws shall aiso include the responsibility of review
as’ defined ‘in Article VIl ‘Sectiort 4 of the Constitution- and make
recommendations to its governing body involved, The commission
shall becomposed of two members{rom each Congressional district, to
be elected, and not more than four persons appointed by the State
Chairperson. From within the.Commission develop a method and elect
a rotating three persoh review board which shall have the authority to

- recommend settlement and remedies of constitutional challenges,

disputes and intergiretations to dppropriaté governing bodies,‘

The State Executive Committee shall establish a: Commission on
Affirmative Action which shall include but not be limited to.establishing
Afiirmative Action officer for each county unit, cangressional district

"and the ‘State Executive Committee. The Commission on-Affirmative

Action shaltiinclude the State Affirmative Action officer, the eight
Congressional . District : Afﬁrmatrve Action officers and members
appointed by the state chalrperson and confirmed by the State
Executive Committee from special categories, including, youth, senior
citizens, men, women, labor, minorities, and farmers, Each
gongressional district and €ounty. unit shiall have a similar Affirmative
Action ' Comrmission, Affirmative Actioh Commigsions and Affirmative
Action officers shall be accountable to the state Affirmative Action
Commission, which in turn shall be accountable to the State Executive
and State Central commmees The ' Aftirmative Action Commission
shall prepare.an Affnma_tl\/e Action plan and submit the plan for
appraval and implementation to the State Executive Committee. The
Stale Affirmative Action Commission shall be a compliance and review
commission in terms of -Affirmative ' Action programs and delegate
selection and in turn shall' make recommendations to 2ppropriate
govermng party bodies. It imay establish 2 date for Atfirmative Action
plan submission. The commission. shall bé properly funded m order to
carry oul its mandate. .

-



PREAMBLE -

Jin common purpose, hereby rededicdte ourselves to the prin:
ciples which. have historically sustained our Party. Recognizing

that the vitality of the Nation’s political institutions has been’ .

-the foundations of its enduring stréngth, we acknowledge that
a political party which wishes to lead must listen. to those it

would lead, a party which asks for the people’s trust must .
.'prove that it trusts. the people and a party which hopes to call -
forth the best the Nation, can achieve must embody the, best . -

of the Nation’s heritage and traditions.

‘What we seek for our :Nation, :we hope for all people: -,

individual frecdom in the framework: of ajust society, political

freedom in the framework of ‘meaningful participation by all. :
citizens. Bound by -thé United States Constitution, aware that -

& party must be responsive 10 be worthy of responsibility, we
pledge ourselves to open, honest endeavor and Yo the conduct
of public affairs in a manner worthy of a society of free people.

Under God, and for these =nds and upon these principles,

we do eslublish -and adopt this Charter of the Democratic

Party of the, United States -of Amicrica,
o ARTICLE ONE o ‘
The Dembocratic Party of the United States of America
- shall; Lo o : .
1. ‘Nominate and assist in the election of Demaocratic can~

didates for the offices of President and Vice President of the.

United States; = ' v ‘

2. Adopt and promote stalements of policy; ,

3. Assist: stale and local .Democratic Parly organizations
in the clection. of their candidates and fhe education of their
veters; ) . o .

4. Establish. standards and rules of procedure to afford
all members of the Democratic Party full, timely and equal
opportunities to participate in ‘decisions concerning the selec-
tion of candidutes, the formulation of policy, and the conduct
of other Parly affairs, without prejudice on the basis of sex,
race, age (if of voting age), religion, economic status or ethnic
origin, and, further, to: promote fair campaign practices and
the fair adjudication of disputes; . L

57 Ruise. and disbutse moneys nceded for the successful
operation. of the Democratic Party;

by

% 6... Work. with Democratic. public officials at all Tevels to

_achieve the objectives of the Democratic Party; and

7. Encourage ‘and, support codes of political ethics lﬂat‘
embody substantive rules of ethical guidance for public offi- -

cials and employces in federal, state and Yocal governments,
to assure that- public officials shall at all times conduct them-
selves in a:manner that. reflects ¢reditably upon the office they
- serve, shall not usé their office to gain special privileges and
benefits and shall refrain from acting in their official capacities
when their -independence. of " judgment would be adversely
‘affected by personal interests orduties. | .
‘ ARTICLE TWOU
| National Convention .
Section 1. The Democratic Partly shall assemble in Na-
tional Convention in._each' year in which an election for the
office. of President of the Uniled States is held. :
Scction 2. ‘The National. Convention shall be:the highest
authority of the - Democratic Purty, subject to the’ provisions
of this Charter. The National Convention. shall recognize the
state and other Parties entifled to participate .in the conduct’
of the mational affairs of the Democratic: Party, including its

conventions, conferences. and committees. State Party vules or
state laws relating to the election of delegates to the Nutional :

Convention shall be observed -unless. in conflict with this
Charter and other provisions adopted pursuant to authority

_of the Charter, including the resolutions or other actions of -

-the ' National .Convéntion. In the event of such conflict ‘with
state’ laws, . state Parties. shall be required 10 take ‘proyable,

, v Y

. We, the Democrats of the United States of ‘America, united

The Democratic Parly of the United -States .of - America’

" CHARTER OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES

ofﬁcé,' shall be’ selected by each ‘state Democratic: Party in

"accordance ‘with standards as_to participation established in
" the By-Lidws of the Democratic Party for terms commencing -

" on the day -the National Convention adjourns and terminating
on: the :day theé next Convention adjourns. Such members: shall
‘be. selected’ during “the .calendar. year in which a National

Convention is held, lhrqugh processes which, assure full, time- .
ly and equal opportunity fo participate. Vacancies shall be' -

filled by the stale party as'provided in the By-laws. The
mrembers of the National Committee from. each state shall be

divided as equally as practicable between .commitlleemen and

committeewomen, Members of the Democratic National Com-
miltee who sérve by virtue of holding public or party office
shall ‘serve on the Committee only ‘during . their terms in. office.
Members. of the Demacratic ‘National Committece added by
".the -other ‘members shall ‘serve for the period designated. at
the time of thicir selection,” but. in. no event: beyond the day
the next. Convention “adjourns. Members of the Democratic
National Committee who.serve by virtue of holding state Party
office  shall, be selected - by such Parties in ficcordance with

* standards as to: participation established in the By-Laws.

Section 4. The By-Laws may provide for removal of
members of the Democratic National Committee for cause: by
a 1wo-thirds vote of the National Committee and may also
réquire continued residence in the jurisdiction represenfed by
the member and. affirmalive support for the Democratic
Presidential and Vice Presidential nominecs as a condition of
continued membership thereon. ' '

Section §. The Democratic’ Natiopal - Committee  shall
meet “at’ least once each year. Meetings shall be. called by
the Chuirperson, by the Executive Commiiltec of the Demo-
cratic Nutional Committee, or by wriften request of o fewer
than one-fourth of the members of the Democratic Nutional
Commiitiee. o s

“Secfion 6. The Democratic Natiornal Comimiltee. shall

- submit 1o each National Convention, prior 1o the commence-
- ment thereof, a writlen: report of the activities and . affairs of
the Democratic: Party since the  preceding. National Conven-

tion. ,
ARTICLE FOUR
Exccutive: Counmittee

Section 1. There shall be in Exccutive Commitice of the -

Democratic Nationul Commiftee, which shall be . responsible
- for the conduct of the Affuirs of the Democralic Party subject
to this Charler, the National Convention and the Democratic
National Comniittee, oo : :
Scction 2. The Executive Committee shall be elected by
and serve at the pleasure of the members of the Democraite
National Commitiee, The size, composition and term of office
shall_be detéermined by the Democratic National Committee,
provided that no fewer than one-half of the members shall
cratic. National Committee,
Section 3. The Executive Committee shall meet at least
four -times each year, 'Mectings shall be called by the Chair-
' person of by ‘wrillen request of no fewer than onc-fourth of its
members. The Executive Commitice shall keep a record. of its
proceedings which shall be available 1o the public. ;
_ARTICLE FIVE
National Chairperson

- be elected from regional caucuses of members of the Demo- -

‘Section. 1. - The National Chairperson of the D‘cnmcratic‘

Party shall carry oiit the programs and policies of the National
Convention and theé Democratic National Commiittee.
Section 2. The National Chairperson shall be elected (1)

at the first meeting of the ‘Democratic ' National Committee’

. held after the National Convention, and (2) at 4 méeting of the
Democralic National Committee held -after the 'succeeding
presidential election'and prior-to March 1 next, and (3) when-

ever ‘a vacancy occurs. ‘The National Chairperson shall be’
- elected and may be removed by a majority vote of the Demo-.

‘cratic ' National Committee, and cach term shall expire wpon

) - “the ‘efection: for the following term.

out_siich..other_measutes. a5. mav. be, b the Mational

positive 'steps 1o bring: such.Jaws in(,ov cbiif_or,iﬁily. and. feiearry

e . n e w,Ihe.;.lNaiiqnal.,,Chnirnersoh shallcoraside _aver.. .. . -

and in all Party affuirs, us defined in the By-Laws, the National
und State Democratic. Partics shall adopt ind implement affir-
malive action programs. S

- Section 4. The goal of such affirmative action shall be 10

" encourage such participation in delegate selection processes

and in Party organizations at all levels, as defined in the By-

" Laws, of the aforementioned groups ‘as indicated by their

presence in the Democratic ‘electorate. o . ;

.Scction S, This goal shall mot 'be accomplished . either
directly or indirectly by the national or state Democratic Par-
lies' imposition of mundatory quotas at any level of the dele-
gate sclection protess or in any other Party affairs, as defined
in the By-laws,

Section 6. Performunce under an upproved. affirmative
action program:. and composition of ihe Convention delega-

y

tion' shall be considered relevant évidence in the challenge of

. any. state delegation. If a stie Party has adopled. and imple-

ménted an approved and monitored affirmative aclion program,
the Party shall not be subiect to rhallnee * ssed ‘solely on

delegate composition or solely on_primary resulis. :
Section 7. Natwithstanding Section 5 aouve, equal. divi-
sion al any level of aclegite or comumitiee positions hetween’
delegale men and delegate women or committecmen and com-«
mitteewoman shall not constitute a violation of any provision
thereof. . . ,
ARTICLE ELEVEN
' General Provisions .
Section 1. -Deinocratic Parly means the Democratic Part

of the Uniled States of America. :
Scction 2. The By-Laws shall provide for state in \V!‘!lCh
the Democratic nominee for President or eleclors  committed

{0 the nominee did not appear on the ballot in elections used

for apportionment formuiae. o

ngion 3, For the purposes of this Charter, the District
'of Columbia shall be treated as a siate conlaining the appro-
priate number. of Congressional Districts.

Py

© Section 4. 'For the purposes of this Charter, .Puerto Rico
shall be treated as a state containing the appropriate number
of Congressional. Districts, ‘ L
Section 5. Recognized - Democratic ‘Parly organizations in
areas not entitled 1o vote -in_Presidential elections may clect
such voling delegates to National Conventions as the Demo-
eratic 'National Committee provides in the Call-to the Con-
vention. ‘ ‘
Seefion 6., The Canal Zone, Guam and the Virgin Islands
shall each have one yote on the Democratic. National Com-
mittce, which vote shall be divided between two ‘members
when both are present, except as may otherwise be provided
by the By-Laws. . L
Section 7.  The By-Laws shall provide for regional orga-
nizations of the Parly. - L .
Section 8. To assure' that the Democratic nominee for
the office .of President of the United States is selected by a
fair und equitable process, the Democratic National Commit-
tee muy adopt such statements of policy as it deems appropriale
with. respect to the timing of Presidential primaries. and shall
work with state Parties 1o accomplish the objectives of 'such
statements, provided, however, that such statcmients of policy
shall not be deemed 1o be binding upon any states in which
the state Jaws are jn_conflict with such statements. i
" Section 9.© The Democratic National Commitice  shall

adopt, and . publish a code of fair campaign practices, which

" shull be reconmimended: for observance by *all cindidates cam-

paigning as Democrats, ‘ ‘
7 Secfion 10, The Democratic Party shall not require a dele-
gatle to a Party convention or ¢avicus 1o cist a vote contrary
to his or her expressed preference,

Section £1.  Voling by proxy shall not be permilted at the

 Nationul Cenvenlion. Voting by proxy shall othcrwise be per-

mitted in Dentocratic Party affairs as provided in the By-Laws.

" pf the Demiocratic Party. R : 3
- Section 12, All meetings of the Dsmoi:rulxc Natjonal Com-
el VOO ARPOIE WO o PRC R I
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Convention. S ihe” D:rﬁq&a"ﬁE' ‘ﬂétiéhé{'ﬁbkﬁﬁfﬁté =T
Scction 3.) The National Convention shall: nominate a

candidate for the office of President of the United States, nomi- "’ i

nate a candidate for the office of Vice President of the United
States, adopt 4 platform and act upon. such: other matlers as

. it deems appropriate: « L ‘ ‘
““Section 4. The National Convention shall be composed -
. -of delegates who are chosen through processes which (1) assure

all Democratic voters full, timely and equal’ opportunity to -
participate. and include affirmative action programs. toward that

end; (2) asstire’ that delegations fairly refiect the division of :

preferences expressed by thuse who participate in \}}e1 Presi-
dential nominating process; (3) exclude the use of -the ‘unit
rule at any level; (4) do ot deny: participation for failure to

"pay-a cost, fee or poll tax; (5) restrict participation to Demio-
_crats only, and (6) begin within the calendar year of the . !

Convention provided, however;. that fairly appor_t_iou;ed and
openly selected state Party committees, elected no earlier than

. January st of the preceding mid-lferm Congressional . election

year, from states not having state ¢onventions authorized to

elect delegates, shall not be precluded from selecting not ‘more

than 255 of their respeclive state delegations ac;orqing 1o
the standards provided in this Charler or the. By-Laws. =~
Section 5. The delegate vote allocable to each state shall

" be determined as provided in the By-Laws,: consistent with a

formula giving-equal weight to population,: which may be
measured by electoral vole, and ta' the Democratic. vole in
clections for the office of President. The ‘nppomonment ‘o_f
delégates who are to be clected from units no larger than a
Congressional district. shall be determined by the state Demo-
eratic Party in 'accordance with the Call to the National

Corivention. ) .
" ARTICLE THRER .
Democratic National Committee

Section 1. The Democratic Natiopal Committee shall
Yave  general responsibility for the affairs of the Democratic
Party between National Conventions, subject to the, provisions
of this Charter and 1o the sesolutions or_ other actions of the
National Convention. This  responsibility shall - include:
(1) issuing: the Call {o the National Conyention; (2) conducting
the Party’s Presidential campaign; (3) filling . vacaricies, in the}
nominations for the offices of President and Vice  Président;
(4} formulating and disseminating -statements of Party policy;

(S) providing for the election or appointment of a Chairperson,

. an Executive. Vice Chairperson of the opposite sex, a. Second

Executive Vice Chairperson,. a Treasurer, a Secretary and dther

appropriate. officers of the: National Cominittee and for the

filling. of vacancies; and (6) all other :gc‘lions necessary -or .
appropriate in order to carry out the provisions of this Charter
" and-the objectives of the Democratic Party. '

" "Section 2, The Democratic National Committee ‘shalf be

composed of: (1) the ‘Chairperson and the highest’ ranking offi- -
cer of the opposite sex of ‘each recognized state Democratic

Party; (2) two hundred additional members: apportioned to

the states on the same basis as delegafes to the National Con- |

vention: are apportioned, provided that each state shall have
at least two such additional members; (3) the Chairperson of the
Democratic Govérnors' Conference and two' additional gover-
nors selected by the Conference; (4) the Democratic' Leader in

the United States Senate and the Democralic Leader in the ‘
United States House of Representatives and- one additional
member of each body appointed by the respective leaders; :

¢S) the Chairperson, two Executive Vice Chairpersons, . the
Chuirperson; ‘of : the National Finance Council, the Treasurer
and ‘the . ‘Secretary of .the Democratic ‘National Committee;

46) the Chairperson of the Conference of Democratic Mayors.

and two .additional mayors selected by the Conference; (7) the
" President of the Young Democrats of America and two. addi-

tional. members ' sclected by the - organization - biennially in .

convention sssembled; and (8) additional members as provid
in_‘Article Eleven of ‘this Charter. No more than twenty-five
additional members of the Democratic National Committes

. mauy be added by the foregoing members. i

Section: 3. Members of the Democritic. National Commit-’

tee apportioned to the states.and those provided for in Article
Eleven, ‘who ate not otherwise members by virthe of Party:

et i e e

P

“mkelings ‘of the Democratic Natiopal Committed and of the -
Executive ‘Committee, In the absence of -the Nutional Chair- .

person, the next highest ranking officer of 'the National Com-
mitiee present at the meeting shall preside. = " v
- Section. 4, The National Chairperson shall:serve full .lime
and shall receive such compensation-'as ‘may be. determined
National Commitiee. ) .
C o ARTICLE SIX
Party -Conference

_ The .Democratic Party may hold a Natiopal Parly Confer-
ence between National Conventions, The: nature, agenida, icom--

‘position, time and place: of the Party . Conference shall be
determined by the Democratic National Committee, At a

" meeting hield during the first calendar year after each Presiden-

tial ‘election, - the Democratic National Commiltee shalli vote

zp‘c':ln the question of whether such Party Conference shall be

'ARTICLE SEVEN

oo Judicial Council
Section 1. There shall be:a Judicial Council of the
Democrati¢ Party appojnted by the Demncratic National Com-
miltee, the function of which shall be 1o review and approve
state plans for the sclection of delegates to- National Conven-
tions and 1o decide chitllenges . to such state. plans, provided,

_however, that the right of the Democratic National Conven- '

tion and Democratic' National Committee 1o sélile credentials
disputes concerning their respective bhodies “shall not - be

. abri‘dgeg. ) : o
. Secfion 2. The Depiocratic , Nitional  Committeg - shail
determine and ' provide necessary support for ‘the Juodicial

Council, .
' . ARTICLE EIGHT
National Finniice Committee

- Section 1,. The Democratic National Commiitee shall
establish a Natiogial Finance Council, which shall have general |

responsibility for the finances of the Democratic’ Party. The
National Finance. Council shall raise fupds fo supporl the
Demiocratic Purty dnd shall advise and assist 'state Demicratic
Parties and candidates in securing funds-for their purposes,

Section 2. Members of - the Finance Council shall’ he
scleg(ed and approved . as provided in. the By-Laws, and the
Chairman of the Finance Council shall be elected or approved
by the Democratic Nutional' Committee. . -+ . :

. ARTICLENINE
Nationsl Edueation and Training Council
Section 1. ‘There shall be a National Education and Train:
ing Council of the Democratic Party, which shall be respon:
sible for the creation and . implementation of education and

“training programs. for the Democratic Party in furtherance

of-its objectives. The: allcation of funds to the Natjonal Edu-
cation and, Tritining Council 'shall be provided by the Demo-
‘cratic Natiomtl Commiittee. and shail be budgited ‘at least one
year in advance -of anticipated expenditures, [In order fo. en-
courage a lifetime . of meaningful political participation  for

cvery Demacrat, the National Education and” Training Coun-
cil shall attempt lo reach every young citizen as they enter .

the electorate at cighteen years.of age.

“Scefion 2, ‘The Natiopal Education and Training Council

shall be coniposed. of (1) cight members clected by the Execu-
tive Commitiee and (2} the National Chairperson.

Scction: 3. The National Education and Training -Council
shall ‘'operate under the guidance of the Executive Council.

ARTICLE TEN .
PR Full Participation -

Section 1. . The: Democratic Party of the United States
shall be open to all wha dasife to support the Party and who
wish 1o be known us Democrals, .

Section 2. Discrimination in the vonduct of Demuivratic®
Party affairs on ‘thc basis of scx, racg, age (if of voling age),.
religion, cconomic status, or ethnic iorigin is prohibited; to the
end that the Democratic Party at all levels be an open: party.

Section 3. Ia order to.encourage full participation by all’
Demaocrats, with particular concern for minority groups, native
Americans, women. and youth, in.the:delegate selection process’

! . ! L . . I . i
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by ‘ugreement between the. Chairperson and the Democratic -

commiitees, commissions and’ bodies’ shall be open 1o the
public, and: voles shall not be taken by sccret ballot, :
Scetion 13, ' The Democratic National Commilice shall pre-

pare and mike available to the public un annual report con-

cerning the finuncinl affairs of the Democratic Parly. .

Scction 14. - In' the ubsence of ‘other provisivons,  Robert's
Rules of Order (ns most recently revised) shall govern the
conduct of all Demoeratic Party meétings,

Scction 15. “There shall be aunthentic texts of this Charter
published in all of the official languages of these United
States, which include French and Spanish, as well as' English.
Authentic Frénch and Spanish. texts shall be approved by the
Democratic Nitional Committee during calendar year 1975.

'ARTICLE TWELVE
Antendments, By-Laws and Roles .
Scction. 1. - This Charler may -be amended by a vole of
a majority of all of the delegates to the National . Convention,

. ‘This Charter may also be amended by a vote of two-thirds

of the entire membership of the Democratic National Commit-
fec provided that at least thirty days written notice of the
mgeting and any proposed amendment has been given to all

. .members of the National Commitlee and has been relcased

to the national news media. This Charter. may also be amend-
ed by a vote of two-thirds of the ¢ntire membership of any
this Charter for such purpose. )

Scction 2. By-Laws of ‘the Democratic Parly shall be

Democratic Party Conference called under the -authority of -

- adopled to’ provide. for the governance of the affairs of the

Democratic Party in matters not: provided for in this Charier,

. By-Laws may be adopted or amended by majority vote of

(1): the National Convention or {(2) the Democratic National

: Committee provided that thirty days written notice of any
: groposcd By-Law or amendment has beén. given to all miem-

ers of the National Commitice. Unless adopted in the form
of an amendment to this Charler or olherwise designated, any
resolution adopted by the National Convention relating to the
governance of the Party shall be considered a By-Law,

" Section 3. Each official body of the Democratic 'Party
created under. the authority of this Charter shall ‘adopt and
conduct its ‘affairs_in accordance with. written yules, - which
rules shall be consistent with this Charter, the By-Laws and
other provisions adopted pursuant to authorily of the Charter,
including resolutions or other uctivns of the National Cun-
vention. The Démdcratic National. Committee shall ‘maintain
copies of all such rules and sHall make them available upon

. requiest.

Scection 4. Each recognized state Democratic Party‘shnll

. adopt :nd conduct its affairs in accordance with. writlen rules.

Copics of such rules and of any changes or amendments

‘thereto shall be filed with' the Democratic National Conimit-
"“tec within thirty days following adoption. .

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION
. ~AND IMPLEMENTATION - . ‘
Section 1. The Democralic Party of the United Stales

. of America, ussecmbled in a Conferénce on Democratic Party

Organization and Policy pursuant. to resolution adopled by the
1972 Democratic National Convention and the Call to the
Conference hereby adopts for the governance of the: Party the
Charter attached hereto.

Section 2. The Preamble and Articles 1, 1L, VIII, IX, X,

XI and XIY of the Charter shall tuke cflect and be in full

force upon' and after the adoption of the Charter by this
Cdnference, ) .

Section 3. All other Ardicles of the Chartér shall take
cffect and be in full force upon and after the adjournment of
the Democratic National Convention next succeeding this
Conference.

Section 4. Until By-Laws .are adopted pursuant to the
Charler, the present Rules of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, the Delegate Selection Rules adopled by the Demo-
cratic National Commitiee and the National Conventiont Rules

of the O'Hara Commission shall serve as the By-Laws of the -

Democratic Party, except insofur as they may be inconsistent
with the provisions of the Charter, .

A




'f'he sad truth is that the aveifage American ‘cén"t

! hilda house, can’tbuy a home, can’t geta loan, can't
. 4ave, can’t move ahead toward a better vision, That's -

wt the American dream.

. “The national housing policy of the pést 30 years has

.leen cut to ribbons. They are not even ribbons —

§

* djout all that remains is the red tape.

"On. the one hand, workers who build housing are

* wiemployed all across this country: And on the other

- -

hand, there’s a housing shortage. - SR
Unemployment won't build the homes we need.

High interest rates won’t build the homes we need, or

put construction workers back on the job again.

" Thérole of government should be to help pecple ‘into‘

decent housing. The role of government should be to
encourage home improvement and not penalize it.
Wehave been trying to do that here in this state. We

_already have a 600 million dollar -state housing

program. Butl am going to ask the Legislature foran
additional direct appropriation of 45 million dollars so
that more of our citizens have achance to find a good
place to liveat a price they can afford to pay.

~ Another priority of this legislative session must be -
to control the property tax_pross_ure on the homes we. -

already have. ‘
We made a magnificent commiiment to our senior

. citizens when we froze their property taxes {wo years

. mission recommendation for income-adjusted -

ago. They are safe from the threat of rising property
taxe;,d and I'm grateful that we froze their taxes when
we did. o C -

In fact, no state has done a better job of reducing

the burden of the most regressive, mos{ unfair tax we

businesses. SR o L
But now, because of runaway inflation, that effortis

in danger. e ‘ ‘ ‘
‘That's why I am endorsing the Tax Study Com-

‘have — the property fax on our homes and farms and

propérty tax relief, and I will be recommending it in
my budget message. ; : ‘

This effort to help Miimesota, ‘citizens" resist the

pressure of property taxes is the most important tax
commitment we can make. ‘
But perhaps the greatest econarnic threat of all to

the individual family in Minnesota is the threat of

prolonged serious iliness. = ;
There is no economic suffering so great and so long
lasting as that which occurs when an individual or
loved one is struck down by a catastrophic illness or
accident. o e
There.is no way to anticipate such catastrophes,

and no way to prevent them. But we can prevent

families from being wiped out economically forever.

We can have an effective, practical state program

to insure every Minnesota citizen against the most

~ severe effects of catastrophic illness. X will present
" such a program to yon next week,

i

We must also continue to move forward in the
humane and effective treatment of Minnesota citizens

Zgrhn.ovco~oddiotad fo, slanhdl.iond druse ...,

- repeated offenders.

even be home alone at nigh »

"Too many hand guns are available fo people wh
should not be a]lovged to have them. P ’plew 0

'Toomany drunken drivers are killing and maiming

others on our highways, -

When we release someone from prison who is still a o
-hardened criminal, not rehabilitated, we don’t help

anybody. o

‘The first function for  which government is
‘established is to profect its citizens against violence. -

That vigilance remains our first duty, and those whe
forget it do not deserve to govern. ‘

We must commit ourselves today to touglmess —

against guns, against drunken drivers, -against

We must also maintain our effor'ts on hehalf of the
me‘nglly‘handlcapped children and adults of Min-
nesota. | ‘ ‘ ‘

Today we are spending an average of 11,680 dollars “

per year on each retarded citizén in our Minnesota
state hospitals. For some of them, of course, we are
spending even more. o ‘

We have -also begun-fo establish community care

- and treatment centers — group homes and sheltered.

workshops and day activity centers — throughout the
state. o :
They provide accomplishment and independence to
Eany vtvglo would otherwise be permanent wards of
e state. ‘

. Wehave a responsibility to continue that work —to
" .protect the quality of cur care and treatment and .

education of those who need special help.

 Todolessis to break our commitment to those who
-cannot help themselves, Instead, we must do more.

And we will. ‘ ‘ I ‘
Twill have specific recommendations for you next

" week. ‘ , o
Early next week, you and the people of Minnesota

willhave a unique opportunity to assess the condition
of our sfate. L

Your coming legislative seminar will provide new
insights for all of us. I am confident that you will be-

reassured about the strength and the future of this

state. L .

' Your commitment to this special learning effort
demonstrates again the Minnesota  tradition  of
legislative excellence. . ‘

We need that excellence.
Today is difficult Tomorrow is never easy.

;:1 facing that tomorrow, let us remind ourselves 6f O ‘

is: ‘ _ o
The people of this state are strong. They are strong
enough to accept the truth, however harsh, and to

‘deal with it. -

There is evident everywhere among the people; an
enormons reservoir of energy and ‘courage. Our
people have faith in themselves and in the betler

. futare that they know canbe achieved. They have the

 We must also make a furtiier commitment to the
~ safety of our peple, " - ' S
Too many Minnesotans are afraid to go out alone or

fi proud of that help.

‘ |

Nowwe must“ali help make DFL:
government work as it can for

{people in Minnesota, so that the
‘many citizens who voted for our

candidates can be proud of those
votes and so that all the people
whohelped in the campaign can be

. Ironically, the task ahead of us

{is more difficult in many ways

’than ever before, =

' First of all, our election sweep
not omly carries: with it the
potential = for
complishment, but also the

1 possibility of future defeat. We will
.t have to resist many temptations —.

temptation. to. excess,  to
carelessness, -t complacency, to

t fight among ourselves and to shun
{ the new: and difficult so as not to

rock our boat, ,

_ Second, we face our task in a
time of 1ost confidence in govern-

f |ment Many people don’t trust
. | government any more. We must

show the citizens that government
can work for them, ‘

Third, weface great provblems“ in

C@ ﬁem {from page 1)

d | volvement, we will necessarily

fulfill the other tasks before us.
Itseems obvions that we will not

| Ihave the flood of legistation that

we had in the 1973 and 1974 ses-

3 | sions. Many of the things enacted
#in the last two years had been

L Acrmannnd e el Domebdzomm | ~nm

great dc-
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i politics. -

oyr state and nation — inflation,

recession and many more. DFL §.
government mustdo whatit canin §
difficult times to make the bad |

things good in Minnesota and to
make the good hetter. ‘

Finally, the {ask ahead is made {

difficulf by the fact that the size of
our vote means the citizens have
great hopes and expectations for
our success. As a resuli, our
responsibility to do a good job is
even greater than jt would he
otherwise.

But if our task is difficult; our .

accomplishment will be great if

we succeed. y

1 believe we can provide
government that is honest, hard-
working and accessible as well as
governinent that makes life better
for people in the years ahead, .

1icok forward to proposing ideas
to the 1975 Legislature and fto
working with the legislators, the
governor and the other members
of the DFL tearn, There is lots fo
do. ‘

~ Thank you again for your sup-
port. Our state will need yourhelp

even more in the job thatis.ahead.

pieces of legislation that we
consider help change cynicism fo

hope and to at least a basic}

measure of . faith. I am  deeply

disturbed when national polls
indicate that far too many citizens .

are giving up. I hope to help lead

Lntse. . laminlatosen  tavevaesd VNP, PO
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“We took a proper sbep forward in 1971 When we

| declared that drunkenness would nolonger bea crime

in_Minnesota. We recognized alcoholism- for the o

ﬂlness that it is.

- But we still have more than 100,000 anesotans R

w;th serious: alcohol problems. Half of our highway
“fatalities are still alcohol-related, and 60 per cent of

those fatalities are young people between the agesof |

4 and 24.
- I was shocked to learn recently that as many, as 15
pet cent of -our adolescents — including junior and
senior high school stndents — have problems with
alcohol.

éﬂetcannot let our: econoxmc problems hold back this
effor

‘We must have a program that saves hves and

families and careers — and people. -
Wemust have less misery.and pain and tragedy and
crime related to alcohol and drugs. :

It won’t happen unless we make a commitment to
it. And Pm setting aside an additional 10 million
. dollars in my budget recommendations to meeat that

vision ‘6f what cught to he, and the wmiﬁgness i

sacrifice te achleve that visien.

~ Through all our history of affluence, the people“
knew that scftness and drift and waste were not the -
. fair express:on ‘of our natlonal character.

' Walter prpman sald it for us:.

We shall: turn from. the soft v1ces m whxch a

clvxhzatmn decays,

We shall return to the stern vnrtues by w}uch a

civilizatign is made,
' We shall do this because at long last, we ]mow that .

we must, because finally we begin to see that the hard
way is the only enduring way.
What wemust demonsirate to our people isthat our

system can do the hard things, that our political “

process is the link that was intended between them
and their destiny..

We must reaffirm by what we do that our polmcal
syftem is the avenue, not the enemy; of our better
selves

Ifwe can llelp to make people see that, then we will “

indeed have inaugurated an age in which our wxll is
equal to our hopes.

¥ Lo np

commitment.

| America, the hall exploded intoa
. prolonged burst of applause. -

Humphrey asserted during the

.., interview that “there can be no
retreat” from the ‘commitments

we have made to the health and
welfare of all Minnesotans. “We
have a marvelous set of values
and particularly high ‘Minnesota’

standards. We’re proud of the

quality of life in Minnesota be-
cause we have invested in it, And
not ‘just private investment. We

have ‘made conscious public in-
vestment in order to make Minne-
sota a good place to live and
grow. Not just a place in which
- to cut timber and mine ore: No, -

welve built a fine state in whmh

families can grow and develop.”

® “We must be cognizant of the

‘fact that we are blessed with many
natural resources. Among them

are good farm land, timber, water
and minerals. They must be
protected,” he said. “Our role is
one of stewardshlp, niot just to see
that they are developed, but to see
that they are protected.”

@ “Thope the Party continues to -~

Humhy Uestl Eveslenﬁ (,

build in the educational field.

Education is one of our greatest :
‘assets, Pre, elementary, Secon-

dary and our system of higher
education, the community
colleges, state colleges and. the
university system, each serve to
strengthen ‘Minnesota.: We  must
also remember,” he sald, “the

- needs of special education.”

® “One of our strengths,” he

sa1d “lies in our commiitment to

human programs, such as the
housing program adopted by the
last legislature. T¥s an excellent
program and miuch needed. But as
with “all programs, we must

" confinue to evaluate how effective
_they are in meeting people's

needs. In light of the high interest
rates, it may. need to be
strengthened.”

‘@ “We must remain open to a

' vanety of points-of view. Even to

. interests..  When
and  reasonable

business
responsmle

~ proposals are made, they must be

acted upon.”

. “Our state,” Humphrey sald, 1
“has many fme small - eom-'

munities, many “farm -com-

mumtles, which play an important
role in developing our values and

concerns. 'But we must also

remember the needs of our large

“cities, the Twin Cities and Dulath.

“The problemis these cities have
today are manageable at the
present time, But we must make

extra efforts to see that the

problems of urban development,
housing arid crime don’t get ahead
of us to the pomt they cannot be
solved. We-can’t ease off and hope
for the best. ‘

“More * and more minorities,

particularly - persons of low in-
come, are movmg into the cities.
And there is a danger that we

won't imake the necessary com-_

mitment in terms of money to the
welfare of the people in our urban
areas. We can’t afford fo let the

_ problems build to the extent that
we see today in the eastern United

States. W¢ must invest in the
cities. Because if we don’t, I am

certain we'll have another epxsode‘

of secial explosion.

“We've developed a maryelous
set of values. There can be no
retreat.” . \

ny mpuunpa.u‘ L'Un"
trol, The excitement of being able
to pass worthwhile legislation that

§ | we had only been able to dream -
# lof in previous years led to by -
# | far the most active — and fruitful

—sessions I have been pnvxleged

g i to witness.

If the “ﬂood" has been handled,

there still remains much of the

task of legitimate response to the

J needs of themen and women of our
| ] state. Some of the imbalance that

still oceurs between the <‘haves”
and the “have nots” is appalling.
The inequity and the uneveness in
our system of justice and in the
delivery - of educational, health
care and other services un-

‘dermines the people’s faith in the

basic institutions of government.
The inequities all too often make
cynics of us.

I want to make the individual

s. ED@ {from page 1)
Somethmg will also have.to be
done in the area of housing and

housing finance, Livable homes

for people at all income levelsis a
'goal we must work hard to reach.

How we are to do this will require

much thought and perhaps ex
ploration of some ideas riot yet
fried.

Haunting all of us, of course, is
thie spectre of runaway inflation.
The state ‘can aid here in such

areas as adjusting worlumen’s and -

unemployment compensation
Transportation is another area

‘'where we still have to find the

right combination of mass transit
and upgrading . highways to
provide the best economical and

Ut ACEHIDIINAI T YAl proupaos

* oriented.. legislation. of a very

reasonable sort, :
"Both our individual Senators and
subcornmittees and committees

. have' been working exiremely {

hard in areas. from health care §
delivery to local levy limits to
creative and fruitful ways of
handling correctional problems. I
expect that the work of these|
members and these committees
will  result ' in  meaningful
leglslatxon. Our members are not
interested in just doting their i's |
and crossing a few t's. We want fo
strike out in innovative ways. I am.

" sure we

We are staffed in such a way
that we can get the information
needed for hard decisions and we
are temperamentally well
prepared to make our legislative

‘body a model for other states.

energy-savmg system,

I see no increase in the state
income tax or sales tax and expect
an even greater effort in

' stabilizing the > property tax. Minor
‘adjustrments in the tax structure

‘may be found to be desirable, but
no major shifts are anticipated

The formula for state aid to
school districts * will need
refinement. ' We “have had three
years to learn that fair. school
financing really works. Now

" comes the fine tuning. Municipal
‘aids’ also need adjusting. ‘

1t is fortunate that our flexible
session provides sufficient time to

give these and other problems the

detailed attention they deserve.

{he Democratic Farmer Labor Payty Stafe
Cenfral Commitide, pyblished monthly,
except August and December. Business and'
postage due office, 730 £, 38th Streey, Mnm
neapolis, Minnesota $5407.

CHMRMAN chk Fischor
ASSOCIATE CHAIRMAN: Ruth Caln
EDITOR: Robert Meok
EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE: Steve Gales
: Kaye Roan
' CARTOON!ST Archle Baumann

Second Class Postage Pavd at aneapohs,
Minnesota.

i The DFL News is the official publication of
; CONGHESS!ONALDELEGATION Uniicd Stotes

' . Aftorney General Joon Grawe, Secretory
 of State; James Lord, State Treasurer; Robert
. Mattson, State Auditor: Karl Rolvaag, Ronald

SUBSCR\PTION PRICE: 52,50

' s: Walter Mondale, Hubert Humph- |
ray. Represantatives: Joseph Karth; Fourth |
District: Donald Fraser, Fifth District: Richared |
Nolan, Sixth District: Hobort Selgland, !
Saeventh . District; James Obarstar, Eighth |
District.

STATE OFFICIALS:: Wendo]l Andersan Govar:
nor; Rudy Perpich, Lt. Gov.; Warren Sponnaus,

Anderson and Richard Sosslon, Public Service
Commissioners; Martin Sobo, Speaker of the
House ry Andeucn Houso Matority Leudan
Majority Lead
Alet Olson President Pro Tom of !hr: Senate.
5 o 1
V




why

| Repo"rlbf D_H_ smfe o
| Chairman ‘Hank Fischer

1o the State Central

‘Committee (12/14/74)

It has always been my personal goal to help
to build in Minnesota, the kind of political party
that would serve as a model for the nation. I
have dedicated my efforts. for almost fifteen
years now to achieving that goal. During that
time, the campaign and organizational ability
of the Party has markedly improved, to the
extent that the DFL Party in the last four years
has been zble to do more for the people of

Minneseta than at any other time in the thirty

year history of our Party. o
-Ihelieve very strongly that a political party must

- serve as an effective link between the people and -
their' govermment, and as-a creative force in the

‘governing process and as a means for insuring the,
accountability of public officials; A political party
must beina position {o balance power, responsibility,
accountability and leadership if it is fo play an ef
fective, meaningful role in making govermment worl

. As'Chairman of the DFL Party, I know that we are

notyet in a position to provide the balance required of

a political party. which would like o serve as.an -
example to the nation. We have made real, sub-,
stantive progressin the last two years. Each of us can

take a measure of satisfaction in our unprecedented - -

election victories, In turn, each of us must take on an
additional burden of responsibility.

As we meet in Minneapolis today, the DFL Party .

holds more public offices than we are ever likely to

hold again. The cities of Minneapolis and St. Paulare

being  governed by DFLers. Five of eight

congressional seats and both U.S, Senate positions

are held by DFL’ers, The six state constitutional
offices, and both houses of the Legislature complete
the DFL’s remarkable record of electoral success.

We have accomplished what the Party set out todo

in the aftermath of the 1966 elections. Over 56per cent
of the people in Minnesota now identify with the DFL
Party. The DFLin unquestionably the majority party

in every possible way.

Governing is the unique respbnsibility' of ﬁl‘éjority

" parties. And effective governing. is also umiquely

reserved for political parties whose outlook is toward
people’s needs and the ability of government to see
those needs met, Perhaps it's appropriate then, that
as a Party, we eaiinot afford the luxuiry of basking in

- ... victory. As a Party, if we're really serious about .
ML presenting Minnesota as:x modelitosthenation; themn . ../

There are several reasons for our deficit:
1. Our overall fundraising capacity was not as

- successful as we had planned. We had hoped to meet
‘our -original budget of $422,000 without a special

fundraiser. .~ ..
2. Inaddition to the items in the original budget, the

State Executive Committee voted funds for the

National ' “Mid-term - Conference mandatory

assessment — $4,000; the St, Paul -city elections —
$5,000; and staff support for those elections — $2,500,

3. Inflation accounts for dramatic increases in the

- costs, of many services and supplies. We were not

able to see these accurately at the beginning of the

year. In addition, the cost of fundraising has gone up -
- leaving smaller net amounts for budgeted items,

4, Unexpected events caused by the new campaign
laws had some effect. In the past, the expenses of the
Voter Survey and the Voter Turn-out programs have

- been largely funided by the major candidates cam-

paigns. Under the new rules, this was impossible to
resolve and as a result the Party had tofund $30,000 of
the $40,000 Voter Survey cost, plus the cost of staff
support for the program: The Voter Turn-out pro-
gram cost $24,000, while we were only able to raise

- $12,500 fo offset the cost, This created an additional

$11,500 deficit. In addition, ‘we had to add a staff

person to our bookkeeping department in order to
. carry out the responsibilities required by the new
+ Ethic’s reporting regulations at.a cost of $7,000.

_ 5. During the sumnmer of 1974 it became apparent
that the opportunity for a great DFL victory was
present. As a result we intensified our campaign

I activities. For example, we voted $5,000 each fo the

non-incumbent state-wide offices. The first time our

B Party has ever assisted in these races financially.

6. During the summer and fall, the staff in the
finance department concentrated their attention on
assisting candidates in the fundraising rather than
raising money for the Party. While this did have an

. effect.on our financial situation, it has been my belief

that the Party should avoid fundraising competition

. with'candidates during the campaign season. Rather,

we should assist them in every way possible and do
our fundraising in the oif-season. -

To remedy our current situation, we have cut the
state DFL staff by six persons. A couple of these staff
members had planned on leaving after the election in
any case. The remainder have been found positions
with other organizations. We have frimmed our other
expenses so that we will essentially spend less than
we are taking in until all of our creditors have been
paid. .- ‘ ‘

T addition to the staff cuts we are making.
' strenuous efforts. to reduce our operating costs. We

are ..cutting the .amount of . phone service at

- headquarters and reducing mailings to the absolute
‘essentials. ‘ ‘

On -the other side of the l'edger,“ we ‘have .been

CIn 1974, we will have _raised over $400,000, ap- '
- -proaching the amount raised in 1972. However, we
will have spent over $450,000. ‘ ‘ :

~ building projects,

LU > Ot 5 : -neel : n'it_comes. to winn
-working onseveral fronts. The Viefory Dipner.should”. . . whe :

candidates of their choice, The Party will be maki
substantial efforts to see that all taxpayers take

~ advantage of this opportunity to contribute and I

think our results will be successful.

However, as a Party, we should keép in mind that

these funds, especially on the state level, do not come
to. the Party itself. In fact, neither the Part
organization nor the Party’s endorsed candidates will
receive benefit from these funds. The money will go
to'primary election winners, thereby, by-passing the
Party’s  endorsement process and use 'in Party
To answer the question of how we are going to build
this Party, I will be asking the DFL’s Budget Com-

- miftee and Executive Committee to examine the
- following :proposals: - ‘

— The formation of a State Party Finance Council
that would bring together Party leadership, DFL
elected officials and representatives of DFL interest
groups in an effort to broaden their support ‘of
uniquely Party projects. o

—The State Party would request the Legislature to
change the current state income tax check-off so that

the Party will receive a reasonable share of these

funds. This change in the law would not be effective

.. until 1976 and thereby, would not immediately effect
our financial situation, However, the law must be

changed to allow for political parties to benefit from

contributions made by taxpayers: on the basis they .

are assisting the Party.

—In addifion, the state tax credit provisions for ..
political contributions allow a $12.50 individual — .

$25.00 joint contribution credit for candidates, but

"only $5.00 individual — $10.00 joint contribution to a
political party, This obviously needs to be changed. .

The Above proposals are each necessary and
justified on their own merits. But more importanily,
they test the sincerity of our commitmient to a strong
and effective political party. Regardless of what our
current financial situation is today, they represent
the basis on which we can build, rather than manage
the Party. a -

PARTY BUILDING ‘ »

Strengthening the voice of the DFL Party with its .
elected officials and with the public-atlarge is ot '

accomplished through better public relations efforts.

To the contrary, it is based on block work, voter .
surveys, affirmative action — community out-reach

efforts, and fundraising. Skilled volunteers and the

" funds.to purchase the tools enable a party to be'ef- -

fective. ‘ ‘

There are two principal reasons for building the
Party. The first is to win elections, and the second is
to provide the people a betfer voice in their own

' government. At the present time, we have some of
. the best electioneering talent found in the nation in
. Minnesota - and in the last two .years, a DFL
Legislature and a DFL, Governor enacted the finest

programs to be found in the country.

Yet, the Party itself has some serious problems
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- —fiig Party?s mamiioth election Victories present us
with the greatest challenge we are likely to ex- i

" perience in this decade. .

Now is the fime for the DFL, as never before, to .
.. turn its attention to Party building. In the last five
" years, ‘we have perfected campaign mechanisms
‘that are second to none in the nation. In the next five =~

years, our paramount objective must  be. to

strengthen the Party’s voice — the Party’s ability to

“provide balance, to insure accountability, to act as a

creative force and to be an effective link for ‘each :‘

- citizen. e ‘ o
Infighting .ameng Party factions, fending among

elected officials and taking a casual attitude towards -
the zeed to improve the DFL’s erganizational ability, -
are very real dangers that would lead to a classic .

demise of our Party’s current position of strength in

Minnesota government, Rather than demonstrating-
" that a political party can meet the highest fests of .

' public expectation and do so in a responsible mamer,

such actions would only confirm that in the aftermath

of victory, that political parties are unprépared te do

anything but indulge in the furthering of personal -
aspirations as opposed to promoting the public’s -

" interest.

into the future. First, how do we as a Party work
how do we strengthen and build the Party? There are
we are successful, political parties in the future will

them over and give them serious cons’iderati'on.
FINANCES '

islikely to be in the neighborhood of $50,000. This is

would be at this time and approximately $15,000
greater than the deficit we had following the 1972
elections. o ‘ o Lo
= TIam tempted to say that our financial situation is
% ‘“manageable,” which is partly true. We will be able
,‘g to continue our normal off-election year activities
=

f “ priority programs. , ‘ ‘
= > Thereason I reject adopting the attitude that our

; means we can manage, but we cannot build, and to
1 e, that is unacceptable. :

Two critical questions face the Party as we look |
effectivelyiin the governing precess? The second, is
no textbook answers to these questions. Perhaps, if -

have our record to guide them. J the Party cannot
. find ways to participate in the governing process and
camnot provide the balance to Minnesota politics that -
Party building can assure, then T'don’t think we can .
expect the people of Minnesota to take us seriously. -
Below are some specific ideas I have on Parly
finances and Party building. I hope you will read

As most of you know, the state Party’s financial
situation is not good. The post-Victory Dinner deficit .

about 20 per cent greater than I thought the deficit

with some additional trimming of staff and low--

finance situation is manageable, isthatall of what we
doin terms of building the Party is based on having a-
sound financial base. Simply, the current sitvation’
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“net us i excess of §50,000. We have been making an
- ‘aggressive solicitation on the Sustaining Membership .
‘program. In the past one and one-half weeks we have
signed up over 150 new members and.about 15 new  °
. Jefferson Forum members, We have a direct mail .-
appeal going out at the present time. Tn addition, we -

are asking our accounts receivable (mostly candi-
dates and local Party organizations) fo pay us. the

-amount they owe. ‘

- In the past: two years, the DFL has gf‘eaﬂy‘ ex- "
panded its base of centributors.- The Telethons .and

- Dollars for Democrats Drive ‘have given us:over

15,000 new contributors. Tbe - Sustaining Mem:- -
bership program and the Jefferson Forum have had

" some growth. We have never depended on large

contributions, but the number we have received has
decreased. .- ‘ ‘ ® .
We have also made some decisions along the way -
that 1 think have benefited the Party as a whole, but
have cost the state DFL a good number of dollars.

~ Reinstituting  the Sustaining Membership rebate

program was such a decision. Sharing the money

with local organizations on the Telethon and Dollars

for Democrats Drive is another example, -

In addition, the Party took on the lion’s share of the
funding for the Voter Survey and the Voter Turn-out
operations. These projects benefited every candidate

~who runs as a DFL-er and played a major role in.our

election sweep. _ Lo _ R
Finally, we really did have more candidates with a
“good chance” of winning than at any other time in
our Party’s history. This situation drained: DFL
financial contributors and the treasuries of DFL
organizations as never before. ‘ S
The question I've beeén asking myself, our financial

" contributors, elected officials and Party officers, is,

“If we're really serious about building the Party, how

. are we going toraise themoney to do the job?” - .
- RECESSION AND INFLATION

Because the DFL dépends on small individual
contributions, the recession is likely to cause ad- -
ditional havoc with: our financial sitvation. Most
people regard political contributions as a luxuty and
I justcannot see either the Sustaining Fund (average -
$20 contribution) and the Telethon and Dollars for
Democrats Drive (average $10 contribution) es-

caping the brunt of the recession. ‘

In addition, let’s assume we can raise’$300,000 in
1975. In 1973 we raised $278,000 and in 'spite of the
recession, with hard work, I think we can realize

© $300,000. The: problem is that inflation has reduced

the value of $300,000 to $250,000. Therefore, despite an
increase in the amount of money raised, we will end

. up being able to.doless thanin1973;

PUBLIC FINANCING . - K

In 1975, taxpayers will have the opporfunity to
designate a dollar on their.federal returns and a
dollar ontheir state returns to the political party’s

SUCCESSIW, CeCause Of ¢ Spediu Ceranunsnipy W oo

. Party has'had with its elected officials.”Senators

Humphrey and Mondale have done miore for the DFL

i Party than we could ever ask. Their steady

dedication to the endorsement system and their
ability to take the pulse of the Party has made the

' ‘Minnesota DFL amodel for the nation. And that’s one
of the Teasons the DFL’S long-term progressive at- -

titude and effectiveness cannot be easily t:'anSfe;‘red

" to dny other state, v

One reeds to take a moment to consider just how

- great their effect has been. Consider how their issue-
oriented nature has been reflected in the Party. .

Consider how their achievements have attracted so
many men and women into the party — many of
whom now hold public office. Consider how their
commitment to the DFL’s endorsement process has
made that process work for Minnesota. And all this
goes without even trying to take the measure of their

. campaign efforts on behalf of DFL candidates.
. ..We, should also take note of our mique political

‘status as the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. The
twolast parts of our name, Farmer and Labor, have'
contributed most effectively to our election suc-
cesses. One only has to talk to Democrats in other
states to be aware of the unique relationship we have

‘with farm and labor organizations in Minnesota.

. 'The Minnesota farm groups and organized. labor
cooperate with one another and with the Party to a
degree unmatched in the nation. We owe a great deal
of gratitude to both of these groups and the role they
have played within our Party. ‘

~_Unfortunately, the Party may not always be“so
lucky as to have the kind of assistance Mondale,

Humphrey, and organized farmers and labor have
given. And at the moment of our greatest success, it
seems imperative to me that we work as never before
to solidify the position of the DFL. We will never
again have a better opportunity o show that on the
county, city and state level, in the Legislature, in
constitutional offices and in. the Congress, that
DFL’ers .can perform for the people and that ‘the
party itself will make substantial investments of
time, money and effort to see that promises are met.
. The Party itself must have:the ability to win
elections if we are foo ask for substantial com-
mitments from our elected .officials. It is unfair,
unreasonable and foolhardy to demand that elected
officials take great risks only to return to a party

which at election time is unable to return them to ‘

office. ‘ : ‘ ‘

1t is also unreasonable to expect.our endorsement
process to continue to be effective if we can’t make it
stick. OQur Party offers the most democratic
processes that writtenrules can lay down, The Party
takes on every major issue and concern and has
consistently made the making of public policy an
issue in the public arena. If we expect to continue to
do so, we need to emphasize skills and 'organization
as greatly as any other Party project, -
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