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The hearlng in the above antltled,matter was oanvened by a

7;rquorum of the annesota Munlclpal Commlss1on on January dLa 1974
 ‘.5,1n the Clty of Cloquet Counoll Chamberss_Carlion County5 Mlnnesota. :
The heavmng ccnilnued in the same 1ocat10n on Februafy 1, 197&. B |
'57 Appearances were entered by Floyd D Rudy5 Attorney for the Town N
;vOf Khlfe Falls, Harry Newby, Jr., Attorney fer the Clty of Cloqwet, 'f~‘;*&;}

"Bvlan McAullffe, Attorney fOr the Fond du Lac Band R@servatlon

'Bu31nesn Commmtiee, and ,speelal appearance by Keni Tuppep,rAtthhey

for the Mlnnesota Chlppewa Trlbe Execuflve CounCﬁl.‘ Evmdenoe Wau' |
'“recelved and exhlblts entevedg and all persons were heard who
’4de31red to be heard. The Mlnnesota Munlclpal Comm1331on, upon all

‘frecords, flles, evmdenee, arguments of Counseli and belng fully

';i!advmsed in the premlses, heruby makes and 1ssueo the followmng

'-Flndlngs cf Faci Ccnclu31ons of Law and Order.‘~

FiNDINGS OF FACT

fl,‘ The J01nt Resolutlon of the Town of Knlfa Falls and thai"
ﬁ Clty of Cloquet as to. consolldatlon was flléd with the Munlclpal
"CommASSlon onAAugust 23, 1973, amended on January 8, 19?4 and 1‘7 o ‘7;?13

was 1n all respects proper Jn form, contents, executlcn and f;llng.;

~ Due, ilmely, and adequaie lagal notlccs of the.hearlng

~ord0red by the Minnesota Munmclpal Camm1331on were properiy pubixsned,

 ’:‘sevVed andvfl%éd’v‘ ,l‘  ,  \  - ' A ' !' £;~7 §§C7




_3, The afea propoaed for COH&OllddLan is Lho entjro Town
,of Knmfe Palls and iho enLlre Cliy of Cloqueﬁ 7 ’
, H‘ Based upon the 1970 cenqus, the populatlon of the Clty
'fof'CloquetolskBSQQ people,_and the populatlon,of~the_Town of |
Khife fails is 2740. ,Thé_populationrof Cloquef‘is~projeoted to:
'fé ii;;‘fl“ é fi, grryremain compafativelyostable, and'ifs:pﬁesént,populaﬁion represents
- o | an'inorease/of,épproximately 2000 people over thé 1930 populétioh.'
,Thé:populatioﬁ'of the Town of Knife Falls is'ﬁbojectéo to inoreasé
in thevfufﬁreias peoplermove into'the Township fo‘expériehce'buralj'_,'
'vrtype llVlng, and as other developments ocour in the area. Thé
1: Town has gvown to 1ts 1970 populaflon of 2740 from 1605 in 1930
5; The Clty of Cloquet oontalns 2520 acres, and is- llmlied  Jj
'lln the/amount of land avallable for commerolal or bus¢ness devel~
~ment. The Town of Knlfe Falls contalns approx1mately 20 180 acres."'
f:S} THe present pattern of development w1th1n the Townshlp |
- s restrlcied to ra81denL1a1 development ln oavﬁaln platted areaq
1ocated malnly,South of the presentrC1ty of~Cloquet' ~Commerc1a1"
V 1development in the most de51rable 1ocatlons along State nghway 7
733 North;and South of the present Clty of Cloqueﬁ is restrlcted |
'Vbecause of the laok of acoeptable water and sewer facllliles ,The ;7

i’I'own does not,haveravmun¢olpal water‘or sewerage treatment fac;iity;

~ Development within the City of Cloquet is restricted by the lack

of available,commeroial sites; and'thé'laok of siﬁés for~'résidential}
i-,oonéfruofion« A shoPplng center development ex1sfs along Hlvhway'33 | -
';'fnear the South edge of the Clty.';:, : xf' N L 77§f
| "7 The City of Cloquet Plann¢ng Oommlsulon is developlng N ;
ioomprehensave plans for the development thhln the present Clty of

-Cloquet. Thls plan for deve]opment lS oapable of bemng e&panded to .
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include the area currently w1th1n Knliu rallg havmng 1he greaieat

ffpoLenilal For commerc1a1~resldentlal develmpmant The Town,of
"'Knlfe4Falls has comprehensive plano—for sewer and water facilities,

7_iwh1ch ape con istent with the Cloqﬁet plans an& faciiities;

8. The Clty of Cloquet has a Zonlng Ordlnance, a;sub—d1V151on

regulation and a housing and bulldlng code. The: Town of knlfe rallsr

is indlﬁdad'within'the Jjurisdiction, of thVZoning,Ordinance and sub-

,diviéidn,régulation of Carlton County.

9. 'Terbain’within the proposed consolidated Cify is‘géntly

';;rolllng topography and presents no. problems to the consolldatlon of

 the two governmental bodles.v' e

v%;iO; The Clty of Cloquet provmdes all governmenfal serv;ces w1thln

-;;lts boundaples, and does prov1de some water and.sewer serv1ce to
'r351dents of the Town of Knlfe Falls, located 1mmed1ately adjacent

 ',‘to, or near to, the present Clty boundarles.f Polxce protectlon 1n :

the Town of Knlfe Falls is prov1ded by iwo part«tlme constables and

,the Carlton County Sherlff Fire protectlon is prcv1ded under the

1terms of a contract w1th the present Clty of ClOQuet supplemented by

volunteer personnel from the,Town, " The City of Cloquet'malnta1n¢ lQSV

own Englneerlng Department for all street 1mprovements, streeL

- malntenanne and. other englneer¢ng services. Thesc services are prOVLded«'l

1ng Department, and w1th prlvate flrms. The Town of Knlfe Palls does'

l{not prov;de any recredtlonal facllliles for 1ts re81dents, whlle the-
-Glty'cf Cloquet does have a,Park Board that supervmses certain parkq'

'and other Pecreatlonal fa01lltles w1th1n the city.

li. There 15 a problem wmthmn the Townshlp of 1nadequate sewage

o3

' 7  the Town of‘Knlfe Falls under- contract w1ih the Carlton County Bnglneernfﬁlﬂﬂﬁ;ﬁ;;,;n
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iveatmenL faclllileo Ior some res&deni“ lacated in law araaq

areas of low so0il abSOPPT&OH eapaeziy, or more dcnaely populated

B areaa. In these areas, there are problemu in- malnialnlng an

effectlve and effnﬂlant sepilc system and draln fleld These .
areas w1th1n the Townshlp dre 1n need of munlclpal treatment
fa01]1113 Wlth the exception of those reqldents Lhat -are connected
to the CLty of Cloquet water and sewage systems, or re51dents of the

Town oF hnlfe Falls that have grlvate wells and prov1de ihelr OWn

sewage treatment.

12. Cloquet has a. bonded Lndebtedness of $4,270,000.00 of whlch o

$u 000, 000 00 is- for the constructlon of ‘the Cloquet to - Lake Superlorb

water llne. Knlfe Falls has no- bondad 1ndebtedness. The assessed
value w1th1n Knlfe Falls lS apprOX1mately 10° of thaf w1th1n ther'
Clty of Cloquet whlch has an assessed valuatlon for 1973 of g
$31 761,398.00. : o |
°~13; “Both the Clty of Cloquet and all but a small port;on of

j the Town of Khlfe Falls are W1th1n Independent School Dlstrlct #QH

i whlch has ite main - fac1llt1es in the Clty of Cloquet.k A smali

portlon of the Town of Knlfe Falls looated in the Southeast corner

- 1s inc the Carlﬁon School Dlstrlct Wlth lts main facllltles in Carlton,’

Mlnnesota.' The consolldatlon Wlll have no affect upon the 1nvolved ‘

o School Dlstrlcts, or on any adjaﬁent Commhn”tleﬁ"

iu. The Town of Knife Palls 18 unable to prov1de the. water and

bsewage faCllltles needed in poptlons of the Townshlp, and the Clty of

Cloquet doav'not have the needed development 81tes fop contmnued

growth. These servaces can best be provxded Lhrough,consolldailon, -

iwhich WOuldtflll the needs‘of'both the ex13t1ng governmental bodles.




o 15.» Plan@ and progyams “have bvun dcvo1opud by the C:ty of
U:Cloquet and the. Town of Knife Falls both for provzdlng the =
:neaessary governmental sgrv1ces in ihe area 1ncluded in the ,
‘consalldaied Cxty. ' | |
flﬁ.} The ratioc between ﬁhe’benefiﬁs vesultiﬁg'fﬁém'tdQV
“‘supported manlcmpal servzcas to parcels of 1mke and true value,r
| ‘oltuated ln fhe proposed rural service dlstrlct and the proposed
urban servmce dlstrlct, respectlvely is 1:4. That~1s, taxes in
the rural Q@fVlce dlstrlct should be 25/ of full munmelpal taxes.
‘ 17.. Merger of the Clty andfTownshlp 1n%o a 51ngle new
“fcommunlty wxll not affeaf the rlghts of the Chlppewa Trlbe on the_b,f
»Fond du Lac Band for self government,7 f7l | Y

'f* CONCLUSIONS OF" LAw

‘ 17f;”he Mlnnesota MunLCAPal CcmmlsSLOn has properlj acunPed,";"‘::

| giand now has juvlsdlctlon of these proceedxngs.

2. The Townshlp form of government is. not adequafe to prov;de

"'i ‘=needed governmental servmces in that the Town of Knlfe Falls and the

B Clty of Cloquet does not have spaae neCessary for commepclal and

- reuldentlal develoument | A ' | '7 |

’(3;‘ Tt is 1n the publlc 1nterest that all of the Clty of Cloquet
ﬁfand all of the Town of Knlfe Falls be consolldated to a new,ﬁsxngle *
“‘munlclpallty to be known as Clouqet., | - o
:‘VA’f##{ The proposed oonsolldatlon w1ll hava o 1mpact on the rlghts
 ‘0£ the reservatlon to retrocassmon.f ,uI 4

R o QRDER

Based upon the wrltten mnstruments contalned in this flle,land

;~up0n the evxdence adduced at the tlme of the hearlng, the exhlblts
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receivedvin'cvidcncgg’iherEindings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, -
the Commissioﬁ being fully advised iﬁ—the brémﬁscsRan@_puréuant to
f“} DR5f17?f'féEr' , ',Mlnnesota Staiutes 1971, as amended Chapter ulu,,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERLD.V That all of - the Town of Knlfe Falls and

'all of ihe City of Cloquct, Carlton Countya Mnnnesofa be and hercby' o ‘?

;‘”ngéxR . is consolldated into a new munlclpalliy to be. named C]oqueu,

PISRE—

'lngdg_ R IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the Commission retain jurisdiction
. }forrtherpﬁfpose,of orderiné7the,datea,'polliﬁnglacesgkthe naming |
of'cierksgvelection judgés andEany other-relevant aspects to the
election'offbfficers of the new City;r - 7~

' IT I8 FURTHER ORDERED That except as to dates contalned

hﬁreln, the condltlons and PPOVlSlonS of the atiached jOlnt

V,resolutlon,lnltlaflng the consolldatlon are hereby approved and are

- furiher 1ncorporated into and made a part of thls order to the
'Eextent that ‘the - Commlss1on has the lawful authorlfy, ,1:v, L ; : ] %75~-‘ L
CIT IS FURTHER ORDERED Tha't the new 01ty shall commence 1ts E,E o L

December 31, 1974,
ex1sience effectlve &anwxmy—t ALQIE Untll such tlme the current

mun101pal and townshlp offlcers shall conilnue to exercise thelr
kfpowers and duiles w1th1n thelr respecilve jurlsdlctlons,

IT IS PURTHER ORDERED That the’ populatlon of the new Clty

hereln created shall be ll 439 for all purposes untll the next . 5;""

'}fFederal Census, - 7 7 7
_IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the Secretary-of the Minnesota
7Mun101pal Comm1581on shall cause ooples of thls Order to be malled and
»flled as provided by law. - e ) , 7 » | ,
Dated this jgﬁg.day'of, June  , 1974
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