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;C\ An Equal Opp9rtun\ty Empla-;er Phone: 296·2418 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 

304 Copilol Square Building 
- 10th & Cedar Streets 

St. Poul, Minnesota 55101 -

May 28, 1974-

~r~ Jack Armstrong 
Assistant Secretary of State 
State Office Building 
St • Paul; Minne·sota 

Re: Municipal Commission Docket Number 0A-101 Ely 
Amended Ol'.'der 

Deal'.' Mr. Armstrong: 

Tlle subject ovder of the Minnesota Municipal Commissio11 makes 
the fallowing changes in_ the population of the --named. uni ts-_ of -
government: 

The population of Ely ------"------------------------
is increased by --------.----------------....-350 

The population of the Township of Morse 

360 is deer.eased by -------------------------~ 
A new municipality , .named ---------~-----------

has been created with a population of 

The -------------------~---------,-----------
has been dissolved. 

Amended 
Official Date of the110rder 

Other-

May 24, l974 

Howard L. Kaibel, Jr. 
- Executive Secretary 
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BEFORE THE MUNICIPAL COMMXSSION 

OF THE STATE or MINNl:SOTA 

Chairman Robert W. Johnson 
Thomas J. Simmons 
Gerald J. Isaacs 
Alvin S. Hall 
EdwinH. Hoff 

Vice Chairman 
Member · 
Ex-Officio Member 
Ex-Officio Member 

lN THE MATTER OP.THE JOINT RESOLUTION ) 
BETWEEN THE C!TY OF ELY AND THE TOWN ) 
OP MORSE FOR THE ORDERLY ANNEXATION' ) 
OF CERTAIN LAND TO.THE CITY OF ELY ) 

AMENDED 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
AND ORDER 

- -- - - - - __. - - -- - - - - - - - -· - - - -- - - - - - - - - - ..... - - - - - --
The above entitled matter came pn for hearing before the Minnesota 

Municipal Commission pursuant to· Minnesota Statutes 411+, as amended, on 

Ja,nua,ry 11, 1974 at Ely City Hall, Ely, Minnesota. The City of Ely appeared 

by and through Ml;,. Fred Cina,. City Attorney, .and the Town of Morse appeared 

liy a;nd through Ml;. William Ojala. The hea:r,ing was conducted by Howard L. 

~a,i.bel, Executive Secretary of the-Minnesota Municipal.Commission pursuant 

to ~±nnesota Statutes 414. 01, Subdivision 12. ·Also in attendance were 
~ .. - -

! County Commissioners Alvin Hall and Edwin Ho££, Ex-Officio Members of-the 
.. l 

., Cem,n.::i:ssion. Testimony was heard and records and exhibits were received • 

• A:f/.t.e-,:, due and careful consideration of all evidence, together with 

~ll 'records, files and proceedings, and being.fully advised in the premises, 

the Minnesota Municipal Commission hereby makes and files the following .. ~ ' . . . . 

fi;ndings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order. 

0:}'INDINGS or ]?ACT 

li Th0.t due, timely and adequate legaL notice of the hearing was 

•Jl>Ublish,eq, served and filed. 

2.. That the area proposed to be annexed is characterized by 

residential development,~ or will experience qeyelopment in the near futuI1e. 



3. That the City or Ely does now prov~de to the area proposed 

for annexation the following services: 

a. Libra:t'y 
b.. Parks and Recreation 
c-. Water 
d. Municipal Electricity 
e. Sanita!'y sewe!'s 
f. Dump 
g. Cemetary 
h. Gravel pi ts 

4. That the City of Ely is capable 0£ ancl it is pl:'actical for 

~,t to P'X'ovide to the ariea proposed fov annexation the following 

Jl\un:i,cipal serivices within the next five years: 

a. Police protection 
b. Street repai:ti and maintenance 
c., Garbage Collection 
d. Dump at reduced rate 
e... Extension) riepair and maintenance of water 

~d sewer service 
f. Storm sewers • 

. 5~ . That the city and township have stipulated that the area 

pt'oposed for annexation has become urban and suburban in character. 

6. That the population of the area proposed for annexation 

is, 350. 

. 'CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

l.~. The :Minnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired and now has 

ju:r.'isdiction of the within proc.eeding . 

. ,2.~ The arei prioposed for annexation is now or is about to become 

Ul:'l>a.n or suburban innai:ttr~. 

3. The City of Ely is capable of providing the services required 

by the area described herein. within a reasonable time. 

0 RD ER 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the fol:J.owing described property 

lyi~g in the Township of Morse, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota 
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be and the same hereby is annexed to the Ci~y of Ely the same as 

if it had originally been made· a part thereof: 

Assuming the centerline of Central Avenue to lie North 
and South, and from the intersection of the centerline 
of Boundary St1;eet and · said centerline of Central Avenue, 
which is the point of beginning~ run due South along 
said centerline of Central Avenue a distance of J,, 3 68 • 3·5 
feet to a point which lies on the South Boundary of 
f!ortie1:1's Plat; thence South 88 degrees 04'00" West a 
c:U.stance of 95. 28 ,feet to the Northwest corner of the 
pl-at of Edwards Addition; thence South 01 degrees 54-'00ti 
East along the West boundary of plat of Edwards Addition 
a distance of 662. 90'; thence North 88 degrees lJ.' 00 11 

Ea.st along the South boundary of plat of Edwarids Addition 
p;t:1olonged a distance of 1,4-88.26 feet to a pQint which 
lies: on the East boundary of Lots 1 through 10 prolonged 
S·.outh in the plat of Aching Acres; thence North 01,degrees 
49. 1 00" West along the East boundaY'y of Lots l through 10 · 
in plat of Aching Acres ·a distance of 1,143.23 feet to a. 
point which lies on the South boundary of Outlot 5 of 
Whites Park Plat; thence North 89 degrees 09 1 00n .East 
along the South boundary of Outlet 5 of Whites Park Plat 
proionged a distance of 1,143._00' feet to a point which 
lies on the Bast.boundary of Whites Parik Plat; thence 
North 01 degrees 32 '00 1' West along said East boundary of 
Whites Park Plat a distance of 846.05 feet to a point 
w,l:u.:,ch lies on the centerline of Boundary Strieet; thence 
-W~st along said centerline of Boundary Street a distance · 
of .2,493.08 feet back to the point of beginning • 

. -J.,-----•-.................... ~~~ .. ;,..,... ,~ _,. ......... -'•··-
! 

. l 

·t 

' 1 
! 

i 
! 
! 
1 

⇒--~ •····• c •.•. cC,o '-"'~-""J 

-·.. t, 
·-· ·1 

--l 
i 

l 

.:f.'J: lS fURTHER ORDERED: Thatthe mill levy of the City of Ely 

on the property herein ordered annexed shall be incrieased in sub

stantially equal propo:ritions over a perio.d of five ( 5) yearis to 

equality with the mill levy of the properity aiready within the City. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the commission retain jurisdiation 

for the limited pur•pose of ordering revision of ~e~a3:a'E:i:el't-a!tft tax 

records. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the population of the City of Ely 

be and the same hereby is increased by 350 for all purposes until the 

next federal census. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the population of.the Township of 
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Morsebe and the same hereby is decreased by 350 fol? all purposes 

until the next federal census,· 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the attached joint resolution of 

the city arn;l township initiating the proceeding is hereby · incorpor.ated 

in:to and made a.par1t of this Order. 

Dated this 5th day of Febr,uary, 1974 

XINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 
304 Capitol Square Building 
Saint aul, Minnesota 55101 ·.~J• :.-l.;::, 

Kaibel, Jr,. 
Secretary 

Howar,d L. Kaib el, 'Jr. .. · 
Executive Secretary 

May , 1974 

~·d-b76 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE' 
FILED 

dt.2/~ 
Se-:retary of State 
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bA-.lOl • Ely · 

JOIN'£ rmi:OL1JT10N Af!, ·ro cmoEnT,Y /\NNF.Xfl.'ttON 

TOWN OF M01ff,g ti.HD CI'l'Y. OF.'ELY 

WHEREAS, the Municinal Comm:i.ssion of the State of Minncoota 

presently hf\S bef'oi~e it for hearing and consideration a petition for 

the armexing of certain portions of the Town of Morse and the City of 

Ely; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Morse and the City of Ely are parties to 

the. said hearing, as well as· are private peti.tione.rs who have peti

tioned for the annexation of certain portions of the Town of Norse 

as described in said petition, to the City of Ely; and 

WHEREAS, there is a basis for agreement between the parties to 

this action upon which the petition pteqeritly before the Minnesota 

Municipa·l Commission can be settled, and the municipal· parties hereto· 

desir.e to set forth· such terms of settle·ment by mea:ns of this resolu-

ti0n, individually and jointly. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of Morse and the 

City of Ely, as f 0llows :· 

I. 

That the following described area in the Town of Morse, which 

abutts the City of Ely and consists of land 960 acres in area, is 

properly supject to orderly annexation under a.pd pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes 414.032 as amended, and the parties hereto do hereby desig

nate this area as· in need of orderly annexation as: provided by 

statute to wit: 

A. 

c. 

The Northwest Quarter ( l'Thf;!;) and the Southwest Quarter 
{SW¾), and the Southeast Qur-i:rter (SE-:}) of Section 33, 
Townshi.p 63, Range 12; - .. 

The, Southwest Quarter (SW¾) and the Southeast Quarter 
(SE4·) of Section 31+, Township 6J, Rnnge 12; · 

The Southwcot Quarter (SWi) of tection 35', Township 63, 
Ranr:e lP, AJ.l in the Town of_ Morse, Gt. Louis County,; . 
Minnct:ota. 

and its adoption by the counc1.l of the City · of 1ny conf <.1r jurisdiotion 
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ortlcn~Jy nnnmcnt:l.on in nccordnnco with thn ·tormo of thJ.o rcsolut:lrm~ 

No anncxatlons will t8ke placo nnywl1ere within the aren desi(;

nated as in need of orderly annexation unless the nreu involved is 

or is about to become urbnn or suburban in character and unless the 

city hns available ahd is capable of providing municipn.1 services 

such as water, sanitary sewers and storm sewerso 

III. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Towr;i. o+ Morse and the City of 

Ely as follows: 

That the following described area in the Town of Morse to -wi't: 

Starting at. a point on the South 'Boundary lit1e of the 
City of Ely, which point is ~rie .center of the inter
secti_on of Boundary Street and Central Avenue; thence 
South along the center line of CAntral .Avenue·extended 
1,988.66 feet; thence Easterl:Y 1;1.Ss.10 feet: thence 
Northerly 1,112.5' feet; thence Easterly -1,172.5 feet to 
the West li~e of Seventh Avenue East; City of Ely, 
extet1ded; thence Northerly 826.17 feet to Boundary 
Street; thence Westerly along Bo-gndary Street to the 
point of beginnin~o 

All of which land is .contained in the area subject to orderly 

anne){ation described above, and has become urban and suburban in 

character and is properly subject to annexation during the year 1973, 

uhde:r and pursuant to M.S.A. 414.32 as amended, subject to all tte 

prov·isions herein after conta.ined in this agreement. 

IV. 

That the Town of Morse, upon· the P.assage of this resolution, 

and its adoption by the council of the City of Jl!ly, ·confer jurisdic

tion upon the Minnesota. Municipal Commission so as to accomplish this 

orderly annexation in accordance with the terms of' this resolution. 

v. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, By the Town of Morse, ancl the City of 

.. 
Ely, th~·t nll of. '.the areas included in thi;s ar,:reomont, whether to be 

annexed hy 1973, or in the future b~)' order] y -1nncxnti nn, shn1J br.: 

subj act to tho follnwinr. termf; and con(l:l tio•nn nnd vrov:t nionn: 
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doa:f.[1nntod nrcrn. rH, in naod of ordo:r:J.y nnnnxn~:ton, oxcapt tho rtnnrnr;~ ... 

tion nrreed to lH1 prop0r for the yonr 1973, un1cns tho uren involved 

is 01• is nbout to become urbnn or suburban in character and unless 

the ,City .hns avutlable nnd :ts c.~pablo of providing muni.cipal ·. 

services sv.ch ,qs water, ~nn1. tary sowers, and storm sewers 7 in accord ... 

ance with the provisions of M.S oA. Chapter 1+111-, and future amendmGnts 

thereto, and as ordered by the Minnesota Municipal Commissioho 

VI .. 

Any perso.ns annexed to the City of Ely pursuant to this agree-
+ 

ment sh~ll receive a 11 tax break" consisting of a staged graduated 

increase in mill rates from the Town rate to the City rate over a 

five (5) year period., 

VII. 

The City of Ely agrees that all undeveloped land in the 

immediate ari.nexed · area will be. considered rural in character· and 

wiil carry a rural tax base for iocal tax purposes. 

VIII., 

Subject to Number X below, the City agrees not to attempt any 
. . 

. a.nJ.?.exations of any property within the remainder of the area subject 

to orderly anne:x:ation, · unless a majority of at least fifty-one :per 

cent (,:1%) of the property owners in an area request anne:x:ation to .. 

the . City of F.:J.y, a·.nd the area .shall have become urban and suburban 

·.·and in need of mun.icipal services. 

IX. 

The parties agree that any future annexation within the Town 

of Morse, outside of the delineated area covered by this Joint 
.. . 

Resolution, sh1.ll not occur without a positive vote of at least 

fifty-one per cent (51%) of the property owners in said proposed 

annexation area. 

If oani tnry sewer collection s'yctems mnr:t be conAtructod wj_ th-

in tJ 10 nhovn d c:,c1':f.llml c·itrlarJy nnnox:rl :lnn [lT'On not 1li111ii:1d:la. to1y 

... J ~ 
_., _....,_ __ .,_~,------...... ,....-.... ,,_ -~"" ... ," .-. . ' ----·-· --~,-
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rn1111>'1'(111. . . 

l.'cqnortr, f1•om 1anr1ow11crs or oi;horwJ30, 1)oth p~.rt:J on 11f;roe to lcm.vo 

tho extcns1 on· oi' City 'hounc1ur:tos to incluaa the sowered areas i.;o tho 

discretion of the Minnesota M11nid.pul Commissionq This exc011tion is 
- , 

prnnted only :ln order thnt the City would be ennblcd to lay any 

- necessary water pipes or storm sewers at the snme time that the sani-

tary sewer collection system is Constructed a 

XL 

In.all annexations within the orderly annexation area the 

parties agree to the following division oi' financial assets and 

obliga, ti ons: 

Ae. Pro-oert:y taxes. 

In the year of anne·xation of any of the lands subject 

to this a-:g:reement the Town of Morse shall receive a.11 

the real esta.te tax income .. - Thereafter ·such real -estate. 

tax income .shall belong to the City of Ely. 

B. State Per Caui ta 2 11d Mu.nici ual Aids 

The Municipal Commission will dete:r;mine the ratio of the 

population annexed to the total population of the Town 

·of Morse on the date of its order. In the year of 

annexation the Town of Morse_shall receive al1 the State 

per Capita ana_ Municipal Aids and thereafter, the County 

Auditor. will apply this modified ratio to all quarterly

or other· subsequent payments of State per Capita and 

- Municipal Aids to the town- and divide the. payment as 

follows: 

In the first year after-annexation the Town of Morse 

shall keep eighty per cent (80_%) of said state ne:r 

capita and municipal aids; in the second year, sixty 

per cent (60%); in the third yen!', forty per cent (40%); 

in the- fourth yenr 1 twenty per cent (2d%); and there-

after, all .such state per capf. ta and municipal aids - , • 

shall. he paid to the City of Ely. 
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D. 

Unlos:.1 tho cmt:I. tlnmon~ of tho town to f oder al rovonuo 

sh(\1'1:nr, rdd s is nc1 justed pnr:.mnnt to fcncrril 1•or,ulnti mm . 

relRting to boundary channes (31 C:D'R SccQ 51.23); the 

town n~rees to Rpply the above aetermincd modified 

populntinn ratio to nny fedcrai revenue shnring checks 

.received and to forward tho City portion within fifteen 

0.5) nays of receipt of the funns, except th:it: 

· In the first year after annizxation the Town Qf Morse 

shall keep eighty percent (80%) of said federal revenue 

sharing aids; in the second year, sixty '.Percent (6010; . 

in the third year, forty per cent (40%); in the fourth 

year, twenty per _cent (20%); and thereafter all sttch 

federal revenue sharing aids shall be paid to the 

City·of Ely. 

Town Gener Al FuDd and' Other As sets 

The City agrees not to apply for any division of the 

Town's General Fuhds or other assets., 

, E •. Assessed Valu,'3.tion 

Residents of the area proposed for immediate annexation 

rear that their property may be assessed at closer to full. 

market value than similar homes in the City of Ely, :forc

ing theni to bear a disproportionate share of the city_tax 

burden. In order to avoid this Dossible injustice, the 

C!ty and Town agree to the following-procedure. The 

· State Department of Taxation - Property Tax Assessment 

Division will stuay the assessed value o:f property in· 

in the area proposed for immediate annexation and the 

assessed value of similar property in the City of Ely. 

If property within the area proposed for immediate 

annexation is assessed at closer to full marlcet value 

thnn·similnr houses in Ely, b~th parties nnree to 

request thnt 'the Minnesota Municipnl Co~mi.ssion order 

the County t\urU tnr to rcvtno tnx records in the n.nnoxcd 

nron to cqui]iia vnluatinns. If thoro i:~ nt nny time n 

·,i' ' . - r; .. 
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totml ro.-ovnJ1rn t.:lon of pl'oporty :I.11 thn C:l. ty nf' Ely, :Lt 

shaJJ. J)l'OVnl lo . 

XIIo 

The. City of Ely ,'4.rrees to immediately stRrt to upr:rac1e tho 

water serv:I .. ce in the area. to be annexed and within five (5) y~urs 

to provirle water, sewer 9 s;:i.nitnry sewers, storm sewers 7 streets in 

the annexed area and not to make any assessment for any of such City 

·services until the service has been completed. 

The City also a~rees to provide all other City services pro

vided citizens of' the City of.Ely, to the inhabitants of the newly 

annexed area. 

XIII. 

The City of Ely and the·Town of Morse agree that the County 

Auditor of St. Lou.is County shall complY. with any order of the 
.-

Minpeso~a Municipal Commission providing·_for division of assets,. 

taxes, state per capita and munic:ipal aids and federal revenue 

sharing aids. 

XIV. 

The City of Ely and the Town of Morse agree that the pending 

annexatibh petition (Minnesota Municipal Commission File No. A2074) 

be dismissed 
l 

l 
l. 
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P-nss0d nrn1 rnloptod hy the 'J'nwn Bo:ir,l of the 'l'own of Mnrr,c- th:! i; 

CITY OF ELY 

Passed and aaouted by the City Council of the City of El:-,· this 

r~O.di,: day of '?),-•.-:"-(' vn I..· - , 1973 o ... 

· . t /- Q._t, _ if(j_ & (} L n / Attest: 11:i'P LI'"-::'/ i:: ;-1..1?,· r7 ./ By·,. Jf •. _ , ),/ ~~L lfR -.....__, ··_ 
. . ~i ty Clerk . . . I~layor . · · · 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 

• CLERK'S CERTIFIOAPE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) . 
. )ss 

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS) . 

I, Ernest Peternel, City Clexk of the City of Ely,_ County of 
-St. Louis, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that I have compar
ed the fore;::oinv Resolution- vdth the original minutes now on file 
and remaininft of record in my office; that the same is a true and 
correct copy and transcript of said original minutes and the whole 
thereof; so far as said minutes nertain to the matters contained 
herein. · 

Witness My Hand and the C9rpo1~ate Seal of the City of Ely, 
Minn~sota, this ,1.< .rA day of "/7,,.·-:;<-s",1;--~.:;,,c:: , 1973~ 

. ( 

(SEAL) 

City Clerk, City of Ely, Minnesota 

-"' _. - ~ -......... ~ - - - _ ... - - ....,. -- ~ - - - -- - -· - :~ - -- - - ....,._ $'f,A1"'E-o_~~SOtA 

I 
·~,.-~ •c·'. .. c·:,, 

J 

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FILED r 

a:£2/~ I STATE OF MI1HIES0TA ) 
)ss 

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIE) Secretury of State · l 
I 

l, Geraldine ? .. 1''1oyd, Town· Clerk of the Town of Morse, County 
of St. Louis, Sto.te of Minnesota, no hereby certify that T. have com
pared tho forer-oing resolut:Lon witl1 the orir:1.nn.1 minutes now on J.lle 
anc1 remainiY1f; of recn:rd in my office; tlv,t the srnne is a true and · 
corr·ect cnny nnd trartscr1,pt of snicl oririnal mlrmtcrn nncl the whole 
thereof', r,o fn1~ ns• !;rtid minute~ p<J:rt:h~.n 1,c,. tho mnt·terr. ·cont:.iinod hP-•!'0tn. 

W:1.tnE.'!ss My hnnd thi::i ( 
,,. ) I 

I/, do.y of _....._,,. ...,.· _,_._,._. ___ ..,.. 1.973. 
,. , ) ... ) .. , , ---'~-· ( (. ~_, __ _:_..:.(. ·, _, ._ 

1rown CJ vl'l:, 'l'ovm <,J' l1i<.1r::1.~, !11.l nn,:i:111,n • 

.. ? -
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