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OONSTITU'.rIOJ!f 

of the 

DEMOCRATIC-F.ARMli}ll-LABOR PARTY OF MINNESOTA 

(As .Adopted in Conve:nt:Lo:u at St. Paul, Minnesota., SeJ;>tember 20 
and 21 1 1969, and amended by the 1970 :OFL State Convention :Ln 

. M,uth, Minnesota, .rune 26, 27, and. 28, 1970 and the 1972 ])F,t 
· ·State Oomrention :in Rochester, Minnesota., June 91 10 and 11, 19'72.) 

:PREAMBiiEl 

We, the members of the Democratic-Farmer;..La.bor :Pa.I'ty, in the state C')U'Ve:Q.tion 
assembled, in o:rder to organi.ze and perpetuate a :i:e:presentative, e:ff'ecti-ve, and re

sponsible party organization in.the State of' Minnesota, a.f'f'iliate with and advance 
the interestS' of the Democratic Party nationally-, sustain a:ncl aa:vence the princi;ples 
of liberal democracy, and uphold human and civil rights, and constitutional govern.., 
ment'do establish this Constitution. 

ARTIOLE I 
Name , Meni1Jer$hip) and Eligibility :eor. Office 

Sect::lon. l~ NAME. The name o:t this organization shall be the Democratic-Farmer-. 
Labor. '.Party of' ).\'Ii@esota • 

. ·Section 2. MEMBEESH~. M;embership in this party sb.all be open to all res19.ents 
of Minnesota who auppoJ::>t t.be :principles of the J)emoc:ratic-1ra.J?.rAer-Labor Party of' 
Minhesota.. No person ,:nay vote on a:r:ry motion, resolution, nomina:tion, or election at 
an.y caucus, convent;Lon, meeting, or Conference of the Democ.ratic-Farmer-La,bor !>arty 
who is a member of a:r:r:f' otheJ;> political party. 

·: Section 3., ELJ:GIB!LITY FOR PARTY OJllFICE. Persons of' eithe~ sex who 111eet the 
:membership :t-equire:ments of Axtiole 1, Section. 2, are eligibl~:for election to any 
party office ; except a.a li:mi ted by A:rticle IX, Se.ction 8,, Th6:re · shall. be no age · :t'e
q'Uil:'ement for pa:c,ty o.fficesave where prescribed bylaw. 

A.RT.IOLE · 11 

l1:t'ecinct Caucuses arid. Organizations 

Section 1.~ PREOJ:NOT ·CAUCUSES... 1!he · basis o:f :party· organization structure· shall 
be the preci:J:lcrh oa.ucuses, held on the date prescribed by Minnesota i;leqtionJa.ws.. . 
The caucus call shall be prescribed by the state chairman, subject to the dete,!t'mi.n.ation 
of the state central committee ~d the 1\II:i.nnesota.,election laws. 1'he call shall. be 
isauea at .least 20 days before the date ~et :f.or theholding;of such caucuses and 
s'ha.11 inolu.de the notice of' county, s~.nato:rial district, congressional district, a:nd 
state conventions. The call to each precinct shall set :t:orththe number of delegates 
=that pr.eomct is entitled to elect to the county convention, the number o:e- delegates 
the county u:ni;t is entitled, to elect to the state convention, and otlle~ pertinent 
information. 

ArJ:y person eligible tovote a.t the next gene:t'al election who attends the.caucus 
of this party for ~he precinct in which. he resides and supports the purpose of the 
J)emocratio-Fa:rmer-Iiabor l'at-t;y as stated :in the p:r:eam.ble shal.J. be entitlecl to vote 
at the caucus. · 

Section 2. l?RE01NC1 ORGAN"IZAPION.< The p:re6inot caucus shall elect a caucus 
ohai:rrnan and judges ot caucus elections in the ma:nn.er ,presol'ibed by law and shall 
se1ect by ballot a nominee for precinct chair.man who need not be chairman of the 
precinct caucus. Each precinct shall elect delegates and alternates to the county 
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and senatox-ial district conventions~ One delegate and 0110: alternate shall be elected 
for each 25 Democratic-JJ•armer-Labo:r J?arty candidates average vote (defined in .Article 
VI, Section 6) and for a remaining :fraction thereof o The caucus xepori;: ·shall indicate 
order of succession of alternates by listing them. acoord.ing to number of votes received, 
beginning with the highest num.be~D Persons eleigible to be elected by the caucus who 
are not present at the caucus ms.y be elected delegates or alte:rnates only if' they have 
:indicated. in w.riting their Y.rillingness to serve. 

The formulation of' official party positions on major issues should begin at the 
precinct level. The caucus session may adopt :resolutions and conduct such o·bher 
business as '!Df3.Y come befo:i.~e it,, .All resolutions passed at -p±ecinct caucuses and all 
higher bodies shoUld be forwarded promptly to the ne:x:t higher body for further 

- considerationo 

Section 3. J?RECil1CT CHAI.BM.AN. T.he reaponsibili ty of the precinct chai:rman 
shall be organization of the p:i:>ecinct for the party. -Re ms.y convene regular meetings 
of the DFL members in his precinct to consider the business of the pi3.I'ty. His duties 
shall include the followihg; a canvas.a of residents·· to ascertain their party 
affiliation, witha record thereof; distribution of campaign literature; registration 
of all voters who can be expected to support the party; and organizatio~ of committees 
to get the party vote·. to the polls • 

.ARTICLE !II -

Party Org&llization in .Anoka, ])akota, Hennepin, 
Ra.msey,- Stearns, Wa$hington and St. Louis Counties 

Section 1. COUNTY CONVEMTIONS J3Y SENATORIAL DISTRICTS. In Anoka, Dakota, 
Hennepin, Ramsey, Stearns, Washington and St. Louis Counties a. convention session 
of the precinct delegate$ within ·these counties shall be held in each senatorial 
district or :fraction thex>eof each even n'Ulll.bered year. Such con-rention sessions 
severally s~ll constitute :the county convention.. A precinct :may cast one vote for 

' each delegate, or alternate seated as a delegate, present and voting. A majority 
of the delegates a.nd alternates ·serving as delegates :registe:red at the convention 
shall constitute a quorum. · · -

Section 2 • :BUSINESS OF THE SENATORIAL DISTRICT SESSION OF A COUNTY CONVENTION. 
The senatorial district convention shall elect senatorial district party office;rs 
and delegates and alternates to the state convent:i.on~ The convention session shall 
elect to the county unit cent:ral committee the persons nominated a.s precinct chair.men 
a-t.the-preoinct.caucuses .. 

:rt shall be the functiono!f.' the convent:i.on session to endorse candidates for the 
legislature· as presc).:':i.bed ill Articil:.e IX, Section 5.. The first convention session _ 
;sbA,11 adopt a con~.titution, which may be amended at any subseg_uent convention sessiono 

· The '~ion eession may adopt resolutions and conduct such other party business 
as ma:y- come befo~e it. 

Section)o SENATOltIAL DISTRICT PART! OFFICERS. The party off'icers shall 
con. sist of a .chai:r:man and an. as. sociate chair.man .( o:f. .different. gender), secretar;r, 
treasu:re:r, six directors (not more than four of whom sna.11 have the same gender) 
and. five or more members of tl:le executive comini ttee. Duties of directors shall be 
prescribed by the senatorial district constitution., Members of the executive committee 
may- ··be o.istributed to ensure geographic representation ana/o:rto insure tb.e party 
officers reflect the compos.it:ion of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor population of the 
district. 

·• 
Section 4.. SENATORIAL DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COW/UTTEE. The senatorial district 

executive coID!llittee shall include the senatorial district party officers and members 
of e:try' congressional district executive committee :residing in the senatorial district. 
The executive committee sha:u be responsible for management of. party business between 
meetings of the central committee. A majority of the. committee membership shall 
constitute a quorum. 
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Section 5. - SEN.A.'.l:ORI.AL DISTRICT CENTRAL. COMJ\l!ITTEE. The senatorial diatrict 
central committee shall include the executive- committee, the preoi.11.c·~ chai:t'Illen, ~no. 
may :include membexs of the congressional district central committee residing in the 
senatorial district., .Between conventions, the central committee shall declare and 
fill -vacancies among party senatorial district o;efice:rs and a.mong precinct chairmen 
in the )l'la.Utler :prescribed in Article VIII. One-third of the conmtlttee membership 
sball constitute a quorvm. 

Section- 6. SUEDISTRIOTS ELECTING A },i.!EMlWR TO TFJE -ST.A.TE ROUSE OF lIBPRESENTATIVES, 
In subdiatricts electing a :representati:ve to the state house of :representatives the 
precinct delegates :may meet in convention to choose a cbait'IlJtm and an. associate 
chaJ.:l'.',r)'.l,a ·( of different gender) 1 a seciretr;try and a treasure!'; to reorui t and endorse -
a, candidate for the state house o:f :r:epreaen.tatives; and. to aid in. the elect:i.on 6:f such 
oahdida.te. The precinct delegate$ may adopt a constitution, elect additional officers, 
esta.blis_h e;x:ecutive and cent:ral ~omm.itt.ees a.no. condu.c·b other party business., The 
senatorial district roay allot proportional numbers o:r members of iihe sen.ato:ria".I. • 
district executive committee an.a/or sepa:b:ol'ial di~t:riot central committee, and/or 
elective membe.X'$ of the senatoriaI districts all<:rl;ment to the state cant:r:al 
committee to election at sucn· oonventionso These conventions ma:y be held concurrently 
With senatorial distict conventions o:f the county con:ventionso _ _ ._ 

Section 7. ELECTION OF COUNTY J?ARTY OFFICERS IN .ANOKA, DAKOTA, BENN.EP!N, 
RAMSEY, STEAR.NS, WASHING11!0N .AND ST. L0UIS OOUN'J!IES. - In a dounty where a con'v~ention is 
con.ducted sevel'ally by senatorial d;i.stricts, the delegates :to the state convention 
:from those districts sha.11 meet as an elec.tora.l commission to choose_a chair.man, and -
an associate chairman (of different gendeJZ), -secretary and treasurer., The. county 
chai:!:'man sh.all per:fo:rm the duties prescribed by. Minnesota electi.6n laws·a -

The electotial commission may arrange :for :r>ec.1;'ui tment and endorsement. o:f 
candidates in their jurisdiction· not otherwise provided :for and shali aid .in the '· 
election of such candidates. ~he electoral commission may adopt a const-itui:iion, 
elect additional party officers, establi.sh executive and/or central co:n:m:dttees and 
conduct other party busip.ess. 

Delegates and alternates seated .as delegates from the senatorial districts may
prorate and ca.stall the votes ,allotted the county unit. Tp.e number: of delegates 
and alternates seated as aelegates eq_ualling one-third of the delegates registered 
shall. constitute a quorum :for the commission, provided. they can cast a major'ity of · · 
the wtes at t,b.e. ·commission. The commission may set a- •numerically higher· quorum • 

. ART!CLE IV 

Party Organization in Othe:i> Counties -

Section.1. COUNTY CONVENTION. In counties other than those described in Article III, 
a convention of the precinct delegates shall be held within the county eacn even
numbered year. A precinct :may cast;wnly one vote tor each delegate, or alte:t1nate 

· .seated as a' delegate, present and yoting. A majo:rity bf the delegates an,d alternates 
• serving as delega.4ea, registere'd at.' the convention shall· consi1tute a quorum. 

Section 2. BUSlNESS OF THE CTGUJ'l:rY CONVENTION •• ~he county convention . .ehall elect 
•county party officers and delegatei:i and alternates to the state convep.tion. The 
convention -shall elec:h to the county central committee the persons nol'.llinated as 
precinc.t chair.men a.t the precinct caucuses. !rhe :first convention shall adopt a . 
ooristittitio:n, which may he amended at any sub,aequei:rlr convention. The convention rna.y 
adopt resolutions and conduct such other party business a.s may come befo:l:'e ito 

~ 

- S.ection :;.. COUNTY '.!?ARTY OFFIC.ER$., · The party officers shall consist o:f a - :< ' 

c~~inna:n, ax:, associate chairman (of di:f:Eereni; gender), secretary, treasurer, six 
d:i.rectors. (not more than :fou:r o:f whom shall have the same gender), a.nd :f.'i-ve. or more 
members of' .the executive committeeo Duties of: the directors shall_be :presoribed'.J>y 
the county constitution,. Members of the e:x:ecut:i.ve committee may be distributed to 
insure geographic representation and/or to insu..,.,e :I:;he party officers ref'lec:t the 
composition of the :Oemocratic-Fa:rmer-Iiabor popula,tion of the county. 
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Secti-on 4, COUNTY EXECUTIV;ID COMMITTEE. The county executive committee sh'lll 
include the county party officers and all members of the cong,t>essional distric•;; 
executive coIIIl1littee residing in the county. The executive committee shail 1w 
responsible for management of party business between :meetings of the central committee~ 
A lnajority of the committee membership shall constitute· a quorum,. 

Seo.tion 5, -OOUN.flY CENTRAL COMMITTEE. The county centra,l committee shall j_n,clude 
the countY e:x:ecuti'Ve committee, the precinct chairmen, ahd may include all members of 
the congressi01tal district central connnittee residing ill the county.; Between conventions, 
the central committee shall declare and fill vacancies among county party of:f:lcers and 
among precinct chairmen in the manner prescribed in Article VIII,. One-third of the 
committee membership shall constitute a 9.uo:rum •. 

Section 6. SENATORI.Ait .DISTR10T ORGANIZATIONS IN .ARE.AS OTHER T!IAN THOSE DESCRIBED 
IN .ARTICLE III. In senatorial districts other the.n those described in Article III, 
the :p:reci.nc.t delegates shall meet as an electoral commission to choose a. cha.it'roan 1 

an associate chair.man (of dif:ferent gender), sec:r:.1etary and treas'l,U'er • .Delegates and 
a1-te:cnates seated as delegates shall prorate all ·t;he votes allotted the precinct., 
The number of delegates suf'ticient to cast a majority of the votes of the electoral 
commission shall constitute a quoruro.q -

The electoral commission shall :1;ecruit and endorse candid1,r!ies :for the legislature 
and aid :i..n their election. The electoral commi.ssion may ado-pt a constitution 7 elect 
additional party o:f~icers, establish executive and/or central co:ro:rni:ttee.s.and conduct 
other party business. _- . - _ _ 

The electoral commission shall endorse candidates :for the legislature as prescribed. 
in Article IX, Section 5, The senatorial district officers, the precin.ct chairmen, 
and all members of the state central commi:litee residing in the senatorial distr;l,.ot may 
endorse candidates between conventions in accordance with ,Article IX, Section 5, 
provided a l!lajority of those eligible to attend are present. - _ _ 

It.shall be a function-0:f' the senatorial district officers to recruit qualified 
candidates :for leg_islative office, to make recolil)lle:ndations :for endorsements to the 
electbral commission, and to aid in the election o:f such candidateso 

.ARTICLE V 

Congressional .District Organizations and Conventions 

Section l. CONGRESSIONAL~ .DISTRICT CONV:IlJNTION4 Congressional district conventions 
composed o:f the delegates to the state convention residing in the cong:i.'essional-district 
shall- be held eacll even-nµmbe:red. year,. _.Delegates.and alternates seated as delegates 
shall prorate and cast all the votes alloted. the county unit (de:f:i.J;J.ed Article VI, -
Section 2)a A number of delegates and-alternates seated as delegates equalling one
third of the ielegates registered shall be a quorum £or the convention, provided they 
can cast a majority of votes at the convention. The. congressional district convention 
may establish a numerically higher quorum. _ 

Section 2. BUSI.NESS OF THE COfflNTIONP The conventio:rt shall elect congressional 
district party officell:'s. It shall be a function_ of _ the con:vention to endorse a candid.ate 
for the United States House of Representatives in accordance w;i.th Article !X, Section 5o 
~he converitidn shall elect two persons, either delegates or alternates, £or_membe~ship 
on each pre-convention committee established by the state executive committee, and --
two persons, either delegates or alternates, to serve as alternates to each ;pre-con:vention 
connnittee. I:n pre$identia.l election years, the conventi-on shall nolllinate a presiden.t~al 
elector and the national convention delegates and alternates alloted the district in · 
accordance with Article X and. the rules and. directives of the-state executive committee 
amd the nem.ocra.tic Natio:nal Oomm.ittee. _ The first convention shall adopt a constitution, 
which may be amended· at any subsequent convention. - ~he convention mEl,Y adopt resolutions 
and conduct such other party business as may co:me befone it. 

'section _5. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT EXECUTIVECOlVIM'.ITTEE. The congressional district 
party officers shall cons:i.st of a. chair.man wa an associate chairman (of different 
gender), six directors (not more than .four of whom shall have the same gender), and 
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:five or :more members of the executive committeeo DU.ties of directors sho.11 be 
p:rescribed by· the congressional, .. district party. Members of the e:x:ecuti~ committee 
~ be distributed to insu;r.,e geographic representation and/or to insure the pa:rty 
officers 1:'e:fleot the composition of the·Demooratic-Fa.rmer-Tiabor :population o:f the 
d.istriot. · · 

The congt>essional district executive committee shall. include the paI'ty officers 
and 11Jay include members of the state executive committee residing in _the district"· :, 

Seot:ion 4,. OONGRESSION.AL DISTRICT CENTRAL COMMITTEE .. The congressional district 
oentraJ. committee shall include the executive colI!Ir4tt.ee. and may include :members o:f the 
state ,central oommi ttee xesid:i.ng in the oongressi<:>nal district and such otJ:ie;r members 
as, their constitution may p:rovide~ :Between con;ventions, the central colllllli"ttee shall 
declare and fill vacancies among congressional.district party o:f:fice:i:-sin the manne:i:
prescribed :in Article VIII. The centra.l committee is empowered to till vacancies 
among the following: the oong:ress;i.onal district delegation to th.e national convention, 
the ·pres.idential elector nominee, and ·the endorsed congressional .catidida.teo 
Repre·sentation :from one:.tl_rl.rd. of the county units shall aonsti tute a quoru.m.o 

.ARTICLE. Vl 

state-Convention 

Section. l.. AUTHORITY. The state convention is the supreme gove.r.ning boa.y of 
the partyQ 

. . 
Section 2., DEFINITION OF A COTJ.NTY IJN!T. Whenever the phrase 11 county unit" occurs 

in this constitution, it :refers to any senatorial, district or fraction thereof which 
ooncl.uots a aeseion of a county convention a$ described in .Article III,, Section 1 1 e,nd 
to any ?ounty- which conducts a convention as described in .Article IV, Section 1. 

Section:;. NO~ICE C>F com:NTfON. SUbject to Minnesota election laws and state 
part;v executive colillllittee· direct:Lves, the state chairman shall noti:f'y: the state 
-oonvehtitil delegates and alternates of the time, place, and date of the convention and 
a:oy-·other :pertinent information •. ·Such notice shall be mailed to each delegate and," 
alternate at least 20d,ay13 before the convention. 

Section · 4. 001\!!MITTEES. ~he state ohai:rman, subject to the direction of the state 
executive committee shall appoint. a convenor for the following committeE:s: constitution, 
oredentia,1s1 endorsements, nominations, platform, rules 1 and such others as may be 
required;· The appoin-nts shall be made at lea·st 22 days before :the opening of the 
convention. · · 

Section 5. ALLOCATION OF DELEGATES. There shall be 1 1200 delegate votes at the 
state convention apportioned among the county un.its in proportion to the Democratic-
Faxm.er ... Labor candidates average vote (defined .in Article VI, Sectiop. 6) provided.. that 
no county· l;l.hall have l:ess than three votes. 1-rh.e lllethcd of equal proportions prescribed 
:for a:l.location of Repre~renta.tives in Oongress--,sha:Ll be· applied to tlle allocat~on of' ··"' 
delegates to cot,.Ul,ty tJnits. · · · 

: A. county unit allotted wee Yotes i;ihall elect si:x: delegates With a half-vote e1;1ch; 
a county unit allotted four votes shall. elect two delegates with one vote each and four 
delegates with a half-vote each; a county- unit allotted :f.'ive votes shall e1eot four 
delegates with one vote ea.oh and two deleg?-tes·• with a half-vote each; a coUJ.1.ty unit. with 
six.votes or more shall elect delegates with one vote each~ 

County units shall. elect·one alternate for ea.ell delegate • .Alternates shall :be.; 
seated for absent delegates in the order of votes .received, as r~corded on the convention 
report ~f the county unit • 

. Section 6, DEMOCRATIC-FARMER--LA:BOR PAfiTY CANDI.DATES AVERAGE VOTE. ~he sum -0:f the 
-votes cast for statew:LdeDemocratic-Farmer-Labor Party candidates and:for :national 
'.Democratic candid.ates in ~e two most recent general elections divided by the total of 
the number of statewide Democratic-Farmer-Labor candidates a:nd the national.. Democratic 
P~tty contest is ·the Democr_atic-Farmer-Labor Party candidates average vote. 

J • 



Section 7 o DELEGATES AT LARGE. State party o:ffioers at the t:un.e o:f' the call 
shall be delegates at iarge to the state oonventiono ~embe~s of the Democratic-

·. Farmer-Labor :.Pa.:rt;y- ele~ted to o:f'tioe o:n,. the :partisan .ba.llo.t, members of 'the state 
legislature oau.cusing w,ith the :Democrati.c-Fa:mn.er-Labor oaucu.ses, and menibex,:s of the 
party elected to s~laried offices o:f cities. •of the ti.rat olass aud of' co~ties . 
containing ci-bies o;f' the fi:t'at.class shall be entitled to be delegates without vote 
to the state convention .. 

Section a~ CONTESTED Xl.ELEG.A.TES. All contests to!! seats at the state convention 
shall be decided by the state convention~ 

Section 9~ :aus:r.:r.wss. The state convention shall elect conventibn of.ficera and 
state party officers.. In presid.ential election years, it shall elect a :national 
committeeman, a national committeewo:roan.1 and delegates and alte:mates to the :national 
convention ·in accordance with Article X1 and· shall nominate pl'esidential electors~. 
It shall be a..tun.ctio:n of the state convention to endorse candidates for statewide 
ottice and adopt a party.platfo;r.m1 o~ provide £or•such endorsement and;adoptiono !t 
may tra.n.sact such other busin.ess as may come before the conventiono 

Section 10., · :BAiiLOTING. The delegates and alte:rnate.s seated as dele$ates from. 
a "county unit shall :prorate and cast all the v-otes allotted the county 'Ul'.l.i:ho Tb.e 
number oi' delegates ~u:fficient to cast a majoll'it;y of votes at the convention shall 
constitute a. quorum. · 

ART:raL:S VII 

Sta.te J?arty i)r~uation 

.. 

Section l,, :PARTY OFF!OER.S., . State ;paz,ty officers shall be a qha:i.rman, and an 
associate cha.ir.m.an ( of dif.ferent gendet)·, secretary, t:reasv.rer, the national· colil:mi.ttee:man 
and nationa1.·colllmitteewornan and'. twelve directors·(not more than seven of whom1;1hai1 
have the same gendel:').. At the time o:e tb,e election the state executive colllmittee shall 
:rep;reseJ:;1.t young lJeO:ple,. i.e. 1 acoord:t:n:g ·to their perqenta.ge of. the ad.ult population 

.. (~amely .15%)_ 9r 2. directors., . - . -. - . . · •·· ~· . 

. Section· 2.. STA!JEE!ilil01Y.J!!v:E C01111MIT1!EE COMPOSITION.. The exeoit:lve comnlittee shall 
consist- of the party o:ffioers and two.officers :from. each congressional. dfstriot 
seated in the order .ot succession. :rt shall also include. as non-votitJ.g members: one 
State. Sena.to:t> and two ·ste,te Representa.tiv:es who are m~m.bers ◊ta.rid selected by their 
:DJl.lL 'legi.elat;i:ve caucuses,. .A 111ajority o:f the oommittee membership shall _0011st1tu.te a 
qu.orum.., · · · · 

Section :;., STATt EXEJOUTIVJ!l ctOMMITTEJil'BUSINESS., The state execu:l:d:ve col'Ml.ittee 
shall 'be responsible to th~ state. central committee :for th.e general IDIUla~enient o:f the 
pa:rty 1s business .. It may establish standing connnittees and tffltlPOrary connnittee:s. rt 
shru.l establisha bu.dget,·su.'bject to state central connni.ttee approval. All 4;1.sputea 
and contests :resulting f:rom the holdil:lg o:f coun-tiy \.1nist .. co:r_lventions, · ce>p.grea$aone.i 
district.conventions, and electoral co;mniss:!..onsesaiona sh.ail be decided. by the.state 
exeou;tive commitfoe 1 except those disputes to be decided under .Art;i.cle VI, Section 8 .. 

(!!he erta.te . execut:f:ve committee sha.~.l establish prooed'l,U:'es for · review . of pa:rty 
constitutions of oount;r, senatorial district, congressional district, J:µid other 
subo:rdinate p.arty organiza:tions. Su.ch constitution@ shall J.>ecom.e operative unless 
disappre>'Ved. within 120 days of submission to state _ _party headquarters. Disapproval 
is subject to appeal to the state, central oornmitte~. The state executive committee 
shall Jllainta.iU a. file o.:f valid const:i:tut:i,9.ns for all :party organizations. · 

. Tll~ state exequ.tive committee shall take ·any .action necessary to ins'UJ.'e that the 
use bf the designation 11Democra.tic-Fa:rmer-Labori1 , or a.n::r com.bi.nation thereof t be 
restricted topersons or organizations authorized bYthe state convention, the state 

· central committee, or the sta~ executive co1roni:btee. · 
'The ·state executive co:m:nu ttee may cai:t a meeting. of any central comm.:i;ttee. With 

· · the ·consent Of the state central committee, the state execrutive committee 'me;;y reconvene 
an adjourned stat~ convention. · 
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Section 4, STATE OEN!l!R.AL 001V1ll'Il[l!TEFJ. !Dhe state cen·bra.l coIIl!llittee shall consist 
of the sta.te executive colJIIDi..ttee, plus the two rank:i:ng off'iaers in order of succession . 
:from ea.oh of the 67 senatorial districts, plus '.332 J:>epresentatives divided among the 
county units. (.Article VI, Section 2) according to the Democ:ratic-Fal'lller-Labor 
canidates average.:vote (Article VI, Section 6) provided that each county unit sh.all 

· have. at least one vote., !/!he system of equal proportions shall be used to determine 
:t're.ctional representation. A county uniii alloted one vote shall send as its 
representatives the two ranking officers in order of succession, each with one-hal:f 
•1rote. · · . _ 

· .· County units allotted two votes shall send as theil:' representa:ti.Yes the two 
ranking .officers :i.:n the order of succession.. County uni ts allotibed more than two 
.representatives ~hall send their two ranking otficers i1J. order of succession and in 
addition .they shall elect delegates-at-large. For these at-large dele~tes .the county 
unit.s $hall elect al ternateso 

A poll by :ma:i;l of the members of the state central co:mmittee may be ta.ke1). on 
specific questions, provided such a poll is v-oted. by the state e:x:ecutive colI!lld.ttee, 
In all. su?h polls 1 at lea.st 15 days m,u.st elapse between the mailing o:f' ballots ~d the 
date set for the ,tabu.J,ation of returns. ~ · . 

The central committee ahall declare and fill vacancies aniong state party officers 
in thell!amler J?reacribed :i.:n.Ariiicle VIlI. Between conventions it shall fill vacancies 
among statewide delegates and ·aitel:'nates to iihe national conv-ention, endorsed candidates 
for statewide office., and nominees f'or presidential electors. It may reconvene an 
adjourned state convention. llepresenta:favef:l of one-third o:f the counties and · 
senatorial districts constitute a quorum. 

Section 5. DUTIES OF STATE PARTY OFFICERS. The ohainnant s duties shall be . 
those of a chief executive offic~:r.. The chairman with ·bhe consult,ation and agreement 
of the associate chai:nnan :roay appoint an executive director and a :finance director 
,eubject to confirmation by the' sta.te executive committee.. The chairman may appoint 
other personnel to manage the business and financial affairs of the party subject 
to confirmation by the state executive committee., In accordance with actions taken 
by the state.conveni;ion, state central committee, and state execntive committee, the 
chail'II)a.n may dete.rmine their duties and functions. The chairman :may provide' for the 
employment of any other o:ffioe personnel necessary. ~he chairman shall be .salaried. 
and the salary shal:I. be set PY tb.e executive committee., . . 

The associate cha.:i.:t'IPan shall do everything necessary to assist the state 
· chairman· i:11 the management of the business and financial affairs o:f the party., In 

add:1,.tion, the associate.cbafrman will pro'V'ideleadership inpa:rty organization and 
shall be responsible for :political education, .. ·, The associate Qhai:rman .:may pr6Vide 
for the employment of other J?a.rty- officers. !:Che associate chairman shall receive a 
full-time $a.lary not less than 3/4 of the chairman 1 s salai-y to be set by the . 
executive committee. 

The sec;r.'etary Shall be m charge of all the files and :r:eao;rds o.f the party and· 
of preparation of necessary docUnJ.ents. He shall preserve such files. and records and 
open them :t'or e:x:amil:tation at co.n:venient a:p.d ~ppropr.iate t:in1es at the request of any 
duly elected state .. central committee n:iember. · 

The tz,e~surer wall have custody of the funds of the :party and shall .t'ende:r 
written accounts of his :receipts and disbursements to each meeting of i;b.e·state 
central committee and state executive ·committee. He shall also make a fuJ.1 report 
to each state convention .. '. Ue and any other party off':.i,cer or employee :responsible 
for the handling of party funds shall be unde:t' sufficient bond, the amount tel be 
determined by the state executive committee. An audit of a.11 financial :records and 
transactions of the party shall be made at lea.st once a year, and at other times as 
:may be :requested by either the state central connnittee or the state executive 
committee, by a certified public accountant. Copies of his report shall be sent to 
all lllembers of the state central committee. 
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?he e;x:ee;utive ·committee shall as:Sign duties to d:Lrecto:rso':i• At lea.st one t 

d;i.reotor shall be assigned each of. the;:~bllowing,: . f'.inance, party o:rganization," 
J.egislative liason, new vote:r registiation and invoivement, liasonwith elected 
state officia.ls, party ombudsmen :functiol'.l;S, coromunications, issues and platform 
development o _ - _ 

Salaried officers and employees of the party executive committee shall refi'a.in 
from. endorJ;Jing o:r promoting the endorsement o:f' candid.at-es prior to their official 

, endorsement by the appropriate party organizationo Nothing in this prov.i.sion shall 
be interpreted to prohibit recruitment of candidateso Salaried officers and employees 
of the ellCecutive committee shall support only candidates endorsed by the approp-:date 
party organization., 

ARTICLE VIII . 

Vacancies in·'.l?arty Off'ices 

Section 1., DIBMISSAii ll'OR CAUSE. A centr~l committee may dismiss· a member . 
elected at its governing convention, or his successor, for cause only on the ground 
of clear. no:n:feasance in off'ice. :For such dismiss1,1l a two thirds majority vote of the 
total membership is :required, but only after the member is· given 30 days notice · 
speci:fying-the cause and is granted a hea.J:'ingo 

- -

Section 2o FILLING VACANCIES. · Each central co!Qm.ittee is :responsible for 
d~cla.ring vacancies in its membership elected. at its governing convention..- A 
vacancy occurs for the following reasons: resignation, death, change of residence 
to a jurisdic·~ion other than the one fl'om Which he was elected, or dismissal :fol;' cause., 

A majority vote of a quorum at a prope:t:ly conducted meeting is sufficient to 
declare a vacancy. 

The central· committee by a maj o:ri ty vote of a quorum may fill such vacancy, but 
only at.a meeting properly called after notice of intent to elect. Vacancies shall 
be filled within 60 days of then:: occuranoe. 

, ARTIOiiE .LX 

General Rules 

Section 1... :PARTY OFFIOERSo All party officers elected a.t the senatorial district 
co'Ullty, congressional district, and state conventions shall be: officers o;f i;'.b.ei.r 
respeoti ve . executive committees and central -com:mi:ttees., Phe term "chairpe;i;>son11 may 
be substituted wherever the term 11 chairI!la.n11 is used in this constitution. 

The order of temporary succession of o:f:t'ices shall be: chairman, associate 
chairman, secretary, treasurer, and directors and meml;1ers o,f th~ executive co:n:nnittees 

• in tbe orde:P listed.on the report o:f the convention or conzmis$ioneleotillg.them., 
! ~, 

- Section 2. RESPONSIBILITY OF CENTRA:u dOlVJl\lIITTEES .A:N:o EXEOUT!VE COMMITTEES. The 
central committee of each jurisdiction shall be responsible for the management of :party 
a.:f'fairs within the jurisdiction, subject to the control of its governing convention.., 

The executive con:rmittee of each jurisdiction shall be responsible for the 
ad.ministration of party af'fa.i:t'swithin the jurisdiction, subject to the coni;rol and 
direction.of its governing convention and·cent:ral comrni:ttee. 

Section ;3. lVlElETINGS OF ElXEOUTIVE AND CENTRAL COlVlMITTEES. Ce:n:tra.1 comm.ittees 
shall meet at least semi-aJ:ll'.IUally. _ Executive committees shall meet as least: quarterly. 
Commi~tees may be called to meet by the chairman, by one-eighth .of tJ:ie membersbip o:f 

· .t the committee, or by a. ma.jor::Lty of the executive commit.tee. Notice o:f meeti:ngr 
sp·ecUyirl.g time and place, shall be sent in writing by United States .mail to all 
:ill.embers of the connnittee not less than five days iJ:.1. advance of the meeting.nor less 
than 48 hours by telegraph. 

Section 4. DISPOSITION 0.F PARTY RECORDS. Upon leaving office, a party officer 
shall turn over all party :records, books and. properties to his successor or to the 
convention or central committee charged with naming his successor. 

Section 5. .ENllORSEMENTS.. Endorsement of a candidate for public pffic·e requires 
a 60 per cent affirmative. vote of the convention, central committee, or commission 
making the·,endorsement. No convention, central committee, or commissiOn representing 
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a geographical area-less than the area competent to elect.the public official '"JJJJ3::f 
endorse, a candidate. No one_ may vote on an endorsement unless he is a resident of 
the area :i.n which that election will occur., An_ endol:'sement given before the primary 
is valid after the primary o.nly if the- can,didate ts :name appears on ·bhe general -
election ba.1lot., In tb.e absence of any direction to the contrary by a convention or 
ooromission, .a central committee may endorse candidates between conventions or 
commissions. Every ballot for endorsement:.shall be a test of g,uo:l:'um. 

Section 6., INSTRUCTION .AN.D 'VOTING- OF DELEGATES. - No delegate to a. con'\1'ention 
shall be :instructed or bound • 

. Each delegate shall cast his vote independently of ~the other members .of his 
delegation. - -

No -voting by pro:xy shall be permitted at a:ny. convention or meet:i.ngo:f-any-
party organization. _ 

At any con-ventionothe:r than th~ precinct·caucus-, balloting when calledfo;r, 
shall be by delegations and. shall be open and not secret, unless a sec:ret ballot is 
called for by the chair or moved and then sup_ported by one-t'.h.ird of the vot~ body-. 

Section 7. .ALTERNATES ANJJ VISI!l!ORS~ .At all conventions, al te:r:nates and visitors 
must be .clea.:i:-ly separated from of:fic~ally accredited delegates., 

. Section 8~ , L!MITATIONS FOR PAR!E't OF.H'lCE.. No· par.ty o;ff~,cer. lll.9.y .serve in an 
. office :filled by partisan ballot, no:t- as an elected salaried, .. off'.icial of. a city of 
the i'irst class or of a county conta:i.ning a city 6:i:' the-first .class., :However-, no 
:party officer holding such an office· when this constitution · is adopted shall be denied 
opportunity for ;reelection. A. ~tate pa.rty offic.e~ -~Y ndt serve as a leg;i.slator.,· 

Section 9. ELECTOR.At, JURISD!CTIONS Nore PROVIDED FOR Jmj~.. In an 
electoral jurisdiction ~or which tl:lis oonstitu.tion does not otherwise provide a JJ1eans 
of endors.ement,. the central committee-_ of . the party-·. having' the smallest ju.risd:i.ction 
which -:includes -ti).e. electoral ;j~isci.ic.tion ~11 · be respons;i.ble :for the party's 
a.:f':fail's in elections in that electoral jU'.t'isdictiono 

Section -10. - SPECIAL ENDORSING COWIIISSION. A special ·endorsing commission :for_ 
an election in an. electoral gtcr-isdictior:( as defined in .A.1'ticle IX, Section 9, uiay be 

• called by· the central ·aommi ttee ha:rlng jurisdiction.,. _ ·- -
Fo:t- an electol'a.l j-ur-iS<liction equivalen:t to, or smaller tliarh a senatorial 

district. in population, the · delegates and alternates elected· at prec:inct caucuse:s 
with:l..n that ju.risdic-tion an,d currently resi.din~withini.t shall be·delegates .and 
e.l, te:rn.a.tes to tQS special -endorsing connnission. _ . . · 

For- an electoral -jurisdiction J.arge:r than a··sene:borial d:i;s-trict in population,_ 
the delegates and. alternates to the special endorsing commission may be either tb.e 
delegates and alternates to the state convention who cu:rrently reside within. the 
jurisdiction or the delegates and a.1terna.tes elected at precinct caucuses w:Fthin 'that 
jurisdiction. . -- ·- · - _ ._ . 

:rn an election ihvolv'ing :races in supju:risdictions of such electoral jurisdictions, -
endorsements for these subjurisdictions lllaybe made by the special endorsing commission 
unless otherv(iee provided for :in this constitution.. . -

.All offices.open for election must be.brought before the special endorsing 
.oommis.sio.l:l named ill tlli.s ar.ticle i:l-:O.d -voted on before ad.jottrmnent. _ 

The number of delegat,~s sufficient to cast a. !lla,j ori ty of the votes of the -
colllZllission shall constitute a quorum~ _ · -

·· C:i. ties of the first class may hold electoral co:rnmission meetings to ena,orse 
:for local offices. :Delegates fo:r- these commission-s :may be se'.l.ected at.caucuses to 
be held at .a t:iJne different :from the regular .. even-year organizational caucuses. The 
date a11a.a:rrangements of these caucuses and commissions '!JJB.Y be established. by the 
county central committee .involyed • .. -~ 

Section 11. DELEGATE ELEC!r!ON GUIDELINES. All delegates to district, state, and 
national conventions shall be elected in accordance with the McGovern-Fraser_ commission 
guidelines. - Further, members of oo:ngressional district and state executive c.onnnittees 
Shall be elected to reflect a fair proportion by age, race, se:x: and candidate prefe:r~nce. 
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AETiflLE X 

Allocation of National Convention Votes 

Section 1. 11.ULIDS OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE. Delegates from 
Minnesota to the :Democratic National Convention shall be selected in a.caordance 
with the rules of the Democ:r:iatic National Committee. 

Section 2. .ALLOCATION OF DELEGATES •. Each congress1oual district conveni;ion 
shall nominate delegates to cast one~tenth (or the ne~t whole number less thau one
tenth) of' the votes alloted Minnesotaa The state convent1on shall elect delegates 
to cast the remaining voteso _The votes of the national committeeman and national 
connnitteewolllB.11 shall not be included. in the aboye calcUlation.{I -

Sect1.on 3., EiiECTI◊N OF CONGEESSIONA!i .DISTRICT. NOMINEES. The state convention 
shall elect as delegates and altermrtes to the.national convention the nominees of 
all congressional district conventions by a single majority vote~ 

Section 4~ · VOTING WHEN ENTITLED TO OTHER THAN ONE VOTE. In the nomination ana:, 
election of .delegates to the national convention, any voter entitled to other''than 
one vote shall cast his ballot as though he were en:bitled to one vote., Such vote 
shall be assigned as defined- weight when countedo 

Section 5., - _EiiECTION OF DELEGATES J.1ID ALTERNATES. In congressional district 
nomination and state convention election of delegates and alternates .to the 
iw.tional convention, other-than elections under .l\l:'ticle X, Section 3, the pro'cedure 
.$hall he as fo:f;i.ows: delegates and alternates to_ tlle national convention .sh.all be 
selected by ·au.b;_caucuses. Sub-cauc'U.13 g.t'OUpings may be based on candidates 1 issues, 
;positions, or sny combination thereof'" .A:p:portio:nment to st;1.b-caucuses o:f the 
national delegates and alteX'na.te·s to be elected shall be md.e by secret rank order 
preferential balloting among ~he nominated sub-caucuses.o Arry- sub-caucus not re-
oeivil'.lg enough first choice votes to be allocated a delegate shall M'.Ve its votes 
l:'eallotted; reallotm.e:n:t shall begin with the smallest insu:f'ficieri.t sub-caucus first •. · 
Balloting on delegates and. .alte:rnates shall be a system of :proportional voting 
determined by delegates within the sub-caucuses~ Delegates and alternates selected . 
-by their :respective. sub;..oauouaes shall be. the only nominees presented the convention, 
'.e:xcept as provided :in Artic1e :x:, Section 3 ~ -

Each sub-caucus shall eJ..ect its al.lotted number of altemates :to the national. 
convention and rank thexn in orde:r:".,. ·- The alternates o:f ee.ch sub-caucus Shall :fill 
vacanc1es of d,elegates :from that sub-caucus in the order of. their rank. - 1:f a sub
caucus does not have an alternate present at the time•of a delegate vacimcy, the 
vacancy shall be filled by an altemate from. .another sub-caucus, sta:r:t:ing with the 
largest sub..:ca:u.cus from the a;t:ea represented. There shall be_no pro-rating of 
delegate ballots :in -the ballo-ting wiiihin the sub-caucuses... -

ARTIC;ri.E XI 
Amendments 

This constitution may be amended by a :majority vote of the delegates at any 
state convention o:f the Democratic-Fanner-Labor Party. 

AR!ClCLE XII 
All state conventicm. matters not governed by this constitution or by convent~on 

rule~ or by law sha1.1 be governed by Rober~ •a RUles of O:r::-d,er, Revised., · 

ARTICLE XIII 

. This constitution su.persedes any and all other previous constitutions of the 
Mil'lnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. 

ARTICLE XIV 
.Section 1.. ELECa:1ION LAWS. Minnesota election laws and United States election 

laws are par~ ~t this constitution. 

Section 2 .. , NOTICES.. Notice of the date, time, and :place of meeting of a 
convention or endorsing commission :meeting shall be :mailed to the delegates and 
alternates at least seven days before · the date o:f the cc .. ,,vention or co.nnn:Lss:ion meeting. 
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.ARTIOliE XYl 

Nothing :in thie constitution shall be interpreted ta ~educe the term of 
party office o:f a person elected prior to -the 1972· state convention. Where 
.such election confers membership in the state cen·tral colllllli ttee, the elected 
officer sh.all serve bu.t shall be counted against the unit• s rep!'es:e:ntationp 
This Article S!!.all be deleted when i-t is obsoleteg 
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