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~J ri1:ui:e Holm o 
Collootox of Y&Gonoo 2e:rma on Ltr"..:o:mobilos 'l.tndoi· Lcoi::J:1.ou !'£~\'W 
Bim1oco ·tl1 19;}1 11 Chc.]:rtel• 461 I} :rouse P:tle Eo T'" 9<rno 

Yon. c:ro hP:k"l'tlY notified ·thet 'Lhe unt1('1""siriwcJ ,rh:.. 1"lcs 
no :Doh13, ·the 0\7nc1· of thc:t oertoin ztutz l.i utor.1obile, !7umbf•l' 
fl ..... 6758 0 motor 1!11.mbor 68?9 0 h~re1)J7 pc-~~•s under proteet bJr thf' 
01.;;rtif:ted cll('Ok .no., :<99, tkted St., 1~tml 11 Y:i:ru1ccio·ta 0 llL.i"' 13-o19t:1" 
and drt~,m to th(i o:rdo1" oii U:tke Holm on ·the !io.tional ncmlr. of 
Oomrncroe, Stol'8.tllll l:U.nnesotu. 0 for the tH1m of (:72~00* t:hloh 
oaid ohe.olt 1a horeto t:di'tw .. chtHi und mt1.do JK:r·b of this :prote~tn 
the .Automobile :tioen0e Tu$ imposed t.md as~~eE~sca ng0inst so.iii 
urHlex<Dignod by you.a tho f:lt..\id ct.Ute Holm, puraunnt to ;:ossion 
Laws r.:inneso to. 1921, Chapter 461, &.nil i110,t eo,nd protest· is 
basect on the :Zoll ,trlng g:ronnc1s to ... i7i 't: 

1.. '2het oaid Laws of 1921 0 Chtpte1~ 461, iG unoonatitutional 
und void on the ground thet the taz sought to be impo0eQ 0 thereby 

ate !m~cruo.l end not unif'o:rmo 

t!, ~hti.t th~, 'bo.sia of aa:Hl tn:Ix ia irarx-o:pc:.t· t\nd illeec,l in 
tba:~ thie ttmount of 00,it'l tc~~ il'ii a.atormined undor tho se.id lnw 
by the ft?,otoxy ottle~ Pl"ioe of the e.u.tomo bile in c~uestion reeard
less of i to fiJ:tze, weight j) r~go or m:.:n."ket value a 

3a !i':ho/~ anicl to:m ;ts a.lso illegci,l ~11 tl'ltstt i ... , ia 'W'h:)Cj'i.10,1 
und 11ot uniform, baoo:use se.i(l law v:ttem;pte to 8.i vide the use 
of tm uutomobile fo:r the li1,st ho,lf. of c•o.ch ti:1:iW,bls y(:1ar into 
tivo !)D.l"t6l talaing nn automobile which :first beQomea ernb;jcot 
to the. te.:m bettJEHill'.l July 31 1:nd Ootobel-- 1st oi: the to.~ro.ble year 
at hnlf. anti. if o.n atitot:1obile beoomes subjec"'!l to il1e to.~ c~fter 
Soptember 3jth of the ta~~ble year ii is only required to pay 
t:i tf1l;'; of one-fourth of the tn11 for e whole yee.r, ~whil . .e said 
ln.v1 oontcdns no provision for o, tl:!:vioion of ·~he ts.l?:. £oz- cmy 
pttrt of ihfi t1:.11:::tble y~o.r between JunuurJl lsi tmd ~ul,y 31st of 
st~id tu:gcble ye:n.r I> 

4. :Bec.%;;,uae so.icl lttw is unoonsti tut:lonv.1 etnd inv:..-1 ill ~o fer 
o,s it n.ttemnts to i1sr;ess :iicense ~t,s;res for tht? nee o:f ot1.'i::omobil cs 
fo;r tha ~Of.~,i'- 1~21 nnd teguiros pnymen t of Lice11Ee 12a:r::es fo1· the 
who.le ;rear of 1921 becmme aa:ld tiot tl.1d not become effeotivfi 
until after 1is passi,,ge J:.pril 2i~.1921 and hence if oaid lo.w wo.s 
VB.lid• th~re was no law in fo:zce :i.n the 1::1tt:" tc of I:in.ne::rntti 
o.uthor1.zing th~ imposition of ony tr:i1'.:es on m1"'i;omobil(:0 s for tlm t 
pc.i.rt of ·tho yeti.r 1921 which he,a e:1z.pirE1d befo:ro said t1.ct 
took effect. 

5() Thr.di tho 1.tndexsiened Wl!1a hot th0 ovmer of his said 
nuton1obile 11.rrt:tl the 3)th d.8-}1 of 1~p1--il • i'.,, J)., 1921 t.'.nd hud no 
0,utomobile of nny ohHrt•.oter ririor to said dt:.:tc; thti1t euid 
automobile 0.bove ro:tcrred. to is a seccndb1.~nd c,,,utomobilo of the 
value of €J,1:out ~270D.,0J; thr,,t se.id. uutomobilo was not us.ea 
upon the highwiiys of the ~H;t•te of Hinnosoto. by the undcrt:dgnea 
_prior to 00,id de.ta cmd tht."'.'t in Dn~r event you, the se:id :.:ike Holm, 
hal't"tre;10 legal ric;ht to impose a license tg:i:z ther~on uncler oo.id 
llWJ ox• o .. uh~rwise fox· thci Ilt\:rt of the y(;Jf.r:c 1921 ·which er.::pixet1 
prior to stt!d 30th <'lcy of 1.:pr:tl o 19:11~ 
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6., Tha't r:io.icl stEtute above rc,ferred to is t:1100 m1oonsi;i tutiont:!.l, 
void P..llV. illegal 1:~nd imp1~ope:rly i9n2.cr'1:ied because i"'G t:J.,11J'lenrs 'from 
the suid a.ct ih0. t i·t was l'!_,ci.op·ted :f.or the rur:pose o:c inrposing upon 
outomobiles o. 'GO.ls fo:r the construction cmd re.pid:r of the highwsys 
of a aid s·tn te of tlin.nE1so ta on the th0ory thcd.i the operct tion of 
so.id automobiles on the highwr.,ws of the StDte of llinnesoto. wao 
detrimen"'t'w,l ·i;o the condition and mninttdnb.nce -'Ghercoi' and tht. .. t 
fo:r this reason :t t was nec«?ssn:ry and -pro:per tho:t the om1ers of 
~aid automobiles using the snme upon the highways of the Stste of 
Minnesota should help to . mr.dntt~in said high\·Jl;<.,JS t f;tnc.1 thu t tl'w 
:ffaetory prioe of rmtomobiles on which said ta:l: is based h~s no 
relation to the pttrpose of this act imtl is the:re:fors en improper 
basie on which to assess seid t&2Q 

7 ~ That S@.id Lioenae !ra:z1 is otherwise u..nconsti tutiomil 
i:.md invt.tlid., 

That s~id law makes the use of an automobile u~on the 
highw~ye of the State without ~~yrnent of the tan a misdemeenor 
!Uld pun.ishable by :fine and imprisonment and thw:t this License to.z 
is therefore paid under protest by the undersigned solely for 
the ;purpose of avoiding o.r:rea·b end pl:"Osecution for the use of 
his atitomobile upon the highways of the Stute and to avoid the 
commission of a misd$meonor which would subject him to urrest 
and imprisonment for viol~tion of suid not e.nd not otherwise~ 

Dated at st,:Peul. lii:nnesota 
this 13th day of 11tJ,y, A. l).,l92lo 
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